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together with growth in the percentage of total population 

holding formal church membership, any study is pertinent 

if it endeavors to investigate the methods which the church, 

the s eminary, and the ministry are using to meet the needs 

of individuals. 
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granted for at least one full year of study beyond the B.D. 

The highest degree granted by a theological school is the 

Th.D. (Doctor of Theology) and it may be awarded after not 

less than two full academic years of study beyond the B.D. 

degree. "A theological school which is an integral part of 

a University may offer work leading to the M.A. and the 
1/ 

Ph.D. degrees."- The degree is actually granted by the 

university. It should be noted that some of the theological 

schools in the United states refer to themselves as 

"Theological Seminaries", "Divinity schools" or ttschools of 

Religion." Within the terms of the accrediting standards 

mentioned above, the designation ••Theological School" in

cludes all of the above. 

Not to be confused with the theological schools 

referred to above are the various undergraduate Bible 

institutes and Bible colleges which offer either degrees or 

diplomas in theological studies. A good many of the grad

uates of these institutions obtain ordination in some of the 

younger denominations even though their undergraduate educa-11 

tion is not accredited by one of the major regional accredi• 

ting bodies and they have not engaged in the three-year 

seminary program which is the standard required by the 

older denominations. In 1947 certain educational leaders 

from within this group organized the Accrediting Association 
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considers the total counseling relationship, including the 

personality of the counselor, the personality of the client 

the nature and scope of the problem, and the climate of the 
1/ 

relationship established.- Counselor effectiveness is 

extremely difficult to measure. While evaluations of 

counselor effectiveness based on the total counseling situa 

tion promises to be a very fruitful avenue for continued 

research, one must not overlook the client's amount of 

learning about himself as, potentially, the best single 

measure of counselor effectiveness. The need for research 

studies which endeavor to relate some of the above variable I 
to the effectiveness of the pastoral counselor 10 uld seem 

to be of immediate as well as of continuing value. 

Finally, the pastor does not become a counselor just 

because people come to him with emotional problema. The 

writer would acknowledge that it may be possible for some 

persons who have had little or no for.mal training in 

counseling to function with reasonable effectiveness in the 

counseling situation; yet, the value of formal study and 

supervised practicum training in this field can hardly be 

overestimated. The pastor who desires to be more effective 

in the counseling situation should obtain as much formal 

training as is possible and as is necessary. Beyond this, 

. I yet. Wll11am U. Snyder, 11 The Psychotherapy Research Progrsm j 
at the Pennsylvania State .University," Journal of Counseling 
Psychology (Spring, 1957), 4:9-14. 1 







hospital or correctional institution and is carried out 

under a qualified chaplain-supervisor and includes the 
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collaboration of and association with an interprofessional 

staff. Within the training the student must write up 

verbatim (as accurately and as fully as possible) reports 

of interviews, and these records become a basis for self-

evaluation as well as a basis for supervisor-evaluation and 

criticism. Frequent seminar-type discussions provide oppor· 

tunity for further self-evaluation, self-understanding, and 

for an opportunity to integrate theory and practice. At 

the end of the course the stuient submits a written state-

ment of his own learning experience. 
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for further research studiea. 

The fourth portion of this study is the recommendation ! 

of related topics for further study. 











first seminary course offered under tne title "Psychology 

of Religion" was introduced 1n 1899-1900 at the Hartford 

School of Religious Pedagogy (affiliated with the Hartford 

Theological Seminary), ana in 1904 a course under the same 

title was listed in the Correspondence Study Department ot· 
1/ 

tbe University of Chicago.- Tne next year tne Boston 

University School of Theology offered a course entitled y 
upsychology of t be Religious Life and EXperience." 

Thus, with the dawn of' a new century only a relatively 

few . seminaries led the way in trying to bridge the "gap 

between the theology of evangelical Protestantism and the 

intellectual issues of the late nineteenth and early 
3/ 

twentieth centuries.w- With the passage of an additional 

twenty-five years, increasing numbers of seminaries were 

offering a much wider variety of elective courses. Large 

Methodist seminaries such as Garrett and Boston University 

of Theology were among the leaders in offering extensive 

programs of study in the area of "social service and y 
applied Christianity." At the same time such schools as 

1/Francis L. Strickland, "Pastoral Psychology--A Retrospect, 1 Pastoral Psychology (October, 1953), 4:9. 1 

2/Ibid., P• 9. 

3/Robert s. Michaelsen, "The Protestant Ministry in America: 
'!850 to the Present," in The Ministry in Historical Perspec
tive, H. R. Niebuhr and D. P. Wi!I!ams, Editors, Harper ana 
BrOthers, New York, pp. 272-8. 

!/Robert L. Kelly, op. cit., P• 100. 




















































































































