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CHAPTER ONE
THE PROBLEM AND ITS JUSTIFICATIONS

INTRODUCTION

‘i’he Little League Baseball movement which started in Williamsport,
Pennsylvania in 1945 with one three team league has grown tremendously.
As a matter of fach, ibs gz?éwth has been almost phenomen'al'. There are
presently seventeen ’hiz,ndred (1700) leagues operating in the United
States tédaya, In addition, there are also leagues operating in Alaska,
Canada, the Canal Zone, Guam, Mexico; the Philipines, Venezuela; and
eight Little lLeague teams at milltary inétaliati_ons in Burope.

Al Laney 1 of the Boston Globe, says; -

"Little League has become a very coﬁtrevers:.al subject, There

has arisen a great chorus of oriticism from doctors, educators, phy-
schologists, psychiatrists, physical education experts and others.

. Bqually qualified experts rushed to its defense. The dispute has re=

volved arownd ‘the question of whether it was harmful , emctionally and
physically, for children to be involved in.a competibion that was nation-
wide, eulminating in a so valled World Series during which younsters were
the subject of enormous publicity and, some add, exploitation,®

E’:TAEEEFKT OI" ‘I‘HE PROBLEM

A eritical evaluation by teachers of the effects and the values of
Little Leagne Baseball on elementary schoo'-lboys while in & scheel en—
virdament.

JUSTIFICAT TON . - , ‘ ~..

- Because of Ii'i:»t»le LOaL,uer phenomenal growth and its controversisl

nature, some work should bo dom¥ in regards to its effeets on children

1.7 &A1 Laney, “Littite.Le&gue'! ; Bostop Daily Globe p. 1, Jan. 2, 1956.




in relation to their school 'envi,&;éﬁmentf. Many articles and research works
hév'e been done about Iittle League in regards to its emotional, physical
and mental effects on boys in general. The phase which deals with the
effects of Iittle League on a boy'!s scholastic environment has been

sadly neglected.

DEFINISTON OF LITTLE LEAGUE BASERALL

Little League Baseball is a sport that is patterned after Major
League Baseball and is essenfcially the same exeei)t for é¢ertain mod;i,fi;.
cations. These modifications are designed te fit the eight to twelve
year old boy's ability to compete and play in organized competibtive base~

bvall at bis own leveél.
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CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF LITERATURE PERTAINING TO LITTLE LEAGUE
The various arguments for and against Littlke League Baseball as
stated by authorities in all fields, wili be presented in this chapter.
The first of these, Ben Solomon,2 Editor of WYouth Leaders Digestt
and a recognized authority in the field of recreation has this to say
concerning Little League Baseball:

WFormally organized, highly competitive team games for this age
group can be physically, emotionally, psychologically, sociologically
and educationally harmful. Below three years of age children are'.in

" the "wee" age and from 3 to 6 they are in the "knee" age, from 6 to 13
they are. very definitely in the "me® age, (me or I). Team play requires
full cooperation, submergence of self for the group interests, throttling
of initiative, speeding up or slowing down an individuwal's natural gait
of growth and his freedom of choice. All of these requirements of team
play are not the right program for the tme% age, and forcing them into
that pattern is artificial and can seriously interfere with their normal
gradual character and personality development. Formally organized team
play, records-keeping and breaking, formally organized practice periods,
all of this makes work out of what should be play. Children's games
should be for fun and laughter. The game is a tool, a method by which
we expect to-fashion better and happier boys. It must not be made into
a vehicle for adult purposes in which the children themselves are not
interested. Competition, of course, is good or bad according to how it.
is used? Tr informal games or intramural sports it's an excellent thing
and should beé promoted. But as soon as competition.is used to attain
questi@iipie ends, it can be bad for the health of the youngsters, for
their character development, for the community itself.n

WTensions that accompany formal play, the pressures and demands
of unreasoning spectators will help burn up children at an early age. Tt
stimulates the very young, creating physioclogical ills and weaknesses
which may show w severely years later.®

~ WJust what do_ﬁ%‘mean.by formally organized team competition?
Here's. a sort of composite-definition. This type of competition includes
frequent games, efiphasis on winning, fommal practice under adult coaches,
survival contest$, long, full séasons, bold, exhibition or champtionship
games, much publicity, large adult crowds of strangers, TV, radio,

<0

-)‘- - e

il 2 Ben Solomon, tlitile League - Mbﬁg‘e Cr Blessing?" Youth Service Inc.

pp 3 and' Lk Jan. '55 - Putnam Vallegp N. Y.
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newspaper announcements, , record-keeping and record=-breaking, emphasis
on individual stars and championship teams. AJl this makes for high
emotional stimulation, extraordinary strains on half-grown bodies and
social pressures this age group should not know. A child's heart and
other organs and his bones at this age are not fully grown. His size
and weight is much ahead of his organic growth, and medical men agree
that no child under 13 years of age should be allowed to participate
in competitive team games of this type. The resolution of the American
Association of Health, Physical Education and Recreation says, and is
typical of the others that - 'Tnasmuch as pupils below the tenth grade
are in the midst of the most rapid growth with the consequent bodily
weaknesses, and maladjustments, partial ossification of bones, mental
and emotional stresses, physiological adjustments and the like . . .

be it therefore resolved that the leaders in the field of physical
education should do all in their power to discourage inter-scholastic . ™
competition at this age level because of its steenuvoums nature'.®

In this article, Major John L. Griffeth’ Editer of the Athletic
Journal has quoted the following authorities: i

"Dr. Charles Bucher, the very noted physical education authority,
quoted Dr. C. L. Towman recently in WIOOK" magazine as follows: !'I
consider the movements to encourage highly organized competitive ac—
tivity for boys and girls below the high school age to be eSpecially
dangerous because neither skeletal growth, cartilages or joints, to
" say nothing of muscles, are sufficiently developed'yt

#Creighton Hale, instructor in Physiology at Springfield College,
said: 'Now the data, the facts presented deal with any type of
activity as far as physiological evaluation is concerned. It is true
-of fogpball, true of basketball and all other activities. No physio-
logieal harm can be done to a child, regardless of the sports that
we hags boday. Realizing that basketball is much more strenuous, still
it cannot harm a.child physiologically. Perhaps I should point out
there is a difference between physical injury and physical harm. You
could have a broken bone which is an injury and physiological 1y it will
not harm. In fact, a broken bone, as many know, may mend to be stronger
than it was before it was broken!.

'Scientific research substantiates the fact that competitive
athlebics do mot plysically harm normal children and yet there are still
people who lmow:mgilw’
a physiological i
In 1948 and aga:@.'m 195

.‘)

g unknowningly perpetuate this idea that there is
Q;an come to a child through competitive sports
_ the International Congress of Sports

3 Major John L. Grli‘feth “Athletlc Competition for Children2" The
Athletic Journal Vol. XXAIV Janm. 'Sl pp 184 20, & 55 The Athletic
Journal Publishing Uo.,-Chicago, ‘I1linois.
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Medicine, this problem was studied and it was agreed by the physiological
and medical people specializing in this area that there is no physio-
logical harm done to children by competing in athletics!'."

UDr. J. Roswell Gallagher, who heads the adolescent services of
Children's Medical Center in Boston, said in a recent issue of M"PARADE!:
"What we.-need in America's schools today is more athletics. Parents
don't realize that most teen agers need more exercise than they get.' "

“Dr. Esslinger, director of major courses in physical education at
Springfield College reports on a gquestionnaire which all of the parents
of the players in Fresno, California were required to fill out:

Yes No.

'L, Did Little League play make him restless at night? 5 TIIL
2. Did Little League play cause your son to lose sleep? 3 7
3. Did Little League play make him nervous? -9 140
L. Do you feel that Little League hurt him? 3 143
g . Would you let him play again next year? : 149 none

+ Do you feel that Little League Baseball is a good
thing for boys?! M : 150 none
"John Bunn, Athletic Director at Springfield College says: 'All of
the leagues have been surveyed, 1700 of them, and from the survey which
has come in, which represents 50% return, that of the managers of these
leagues, 65.% had spme training in youth leadership. Of the officers'
of the Little Leagues in the various communities s over 70% had some train-
ing in youth leadership. I am wondering if our public and private recre-
ational departments in the United States today have that high a percentage
of trained leaders for youth activities?! :

'This information was broken down as to whether they were school
teache,n‘s}i whether teachers of pPhysical -education, whether they had train-
ing in‘seout work, Y.M.C.A., C.Y.G., Sunday School work, Boys Club, etc.,

and the tabulation had been made on that basis. In many cases, many of
them had had training in all of these phases.!'t

Also included in this chapter will be some articles on Elementary
Physical Education, since the work concerns Elementa_.ry school children.
George E. Arlder_s,,qr‘{;\%_L the Assistant Executive Secretary, American

Association for Health, Phjsical Education and Recreation, N.E.A. states:

L G. F. Anderson MWhat's The Score In Athletics In Flementary Education®
National Education Asspciation Journal Vol. XLIV pp 16-17 '53 National .
Educational Association, Washington, B. C. .
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"Elementary school children need to play and compete with others
in wholesome activities that develop skill and daring. Youngsters
need to discover their own physical abilities and develop confidence
in the functioning of their bodies. Buring their early years particu-
larly children need direction in selecting activities. To grow and
develop as normal, healthy, happy individuals free from undue fears
and tensions, they must experience play situations with which they can
cope. If our program is to be really successful we must consider both
the elementary school athletic program and other athletic activities
for elementary school children in the community. =

"Many existing community programs worry school people. They fear
exploitation of children by unbridled commerical interests, which are
often aided and encouraged by parental approval. In some communities
youngsters play organized games without benefit of medical examinations.
Often poor or inadequate supervision is supplied. At times children are
transported many miles to particpate in sectional, regional, or national
contests., This practiee is one few states will allow,- even high-school

teams to follow.*™

UTo provide facilities and uniforms for the limited number of
participants in the commerically sponsored program, local money which
might have been used to benefit all the children of the comnunity is
siphoned off and set aside for a few selected boys. The many hundreds
of other boys and girls are relegated to the role of spectators. This
situation may be psychologically harmful to both the players ad the
children who are confined to the role of spectators., If specific and
conclusive evidence could be presented to prove that highly competitive
midget - team athletics are undesirable for child participants and
spectators, most commerical concerns sponsoring athletics for children
would be willing to withdraw their present support of such programs.
But without extensive research we can't be sure of the effects of these
programs on children.?

"Because there is doubt about the effects, however, we should
proceed slowly in dealing with our children's future health and happi~
ness. This does not mean elimination of all competition but rather
adoption of a safe and sensible approach in our athletic programs for
children.”

WIn tcigene:c'al R parenfs favor highly competitive league play because
they are not well informed about what is happening to their children.
Much high-powered publicity has supported'Little Leagues®.%

WEducators genéra]ly have failed to interpret to parents the
opinions of medical specialists, psychologists, sociologists, and growth-
and-developments specialists.®~




"What then should be our approach to athletics for children, who
need and want an opportunity to exercise, and play? First, we must
find a way to provide a broad program of athletic activities for all
the children of all ages, under competent leadership. Let us provide
under this leadership games » sports and other recreational activities
that will help our children grow physically, emotionally and mental 1y
strong.-> N

If highly competitive activities are desirable. for some, let it
grow naturally out of this broad program without fanfare. Let it grow
with all the emphasis on the real joy of playing the game. This means
providing a situation in which the child is free to grow according to
his patural design, without being forced or driven by an unnatural
enviornment, :and in which he can develop a right social direction.*

"Bach child is an individual with varying rates of growth and
development. Each child has interests and needs shaped by his social
enviornment. Therefore, the community athletic program, as well as
that of the school, needs to be broad so that all children will find .
happiness, satisfaction and wholesome growth in athletics. ! -

Simon A. McNeely 5 in the National Elementary Principal says:

UThruout the nation programs of athletics for elementary-aged
children are flourishing. Many of these are highly organized. Leages
and championships sponsored by school people, recreation departments,
youth-serving agencies, "servicet clubs, or commerical establishments,
involve thousands of children, in hundreds of communities, in almost
every state of the union. Some of these athletic enterprises are
nationwide promotions such as Little League Baseball ad Midget Foot-

WParents, educators, recreation leaders, and other thinking
citizens are concerned about this growth of athletic programs for
children. Many people believe that such programs are undesirable.
Uthers, equally sincere and well-meaning, hold that these activities
provide valuable experiences. The question then is — what is right?
What kind of athletics? What kind of competition?® .

W Jjoint committee on Athletic Competition for Children of
Elementary and Junior High School Age has studied this program for
four years. The committee's report was completed in April' of 1952,
In essence the report recommends the kind of competition that will safe-

guard the health and well-being of youngsters and help them develop a

o “& PN .
5.5Imon A McNeely Wwhat Kind of Athletics for Childrem?" National
Elementary Principal Vol, XXXII pp. 28-29 OGct. '52 EducatIonal Press
Association, Washington, B. C.. . .




true sense of values regarding their own importance and the place of
athletics in well-rounded li¥ing. It condemns highly organized com-
petition for children of elementary and Jjunior high school ages.!

WThe report is not against athletics for children - but recommends
athletics as a phase of a varied developmental program of 'physical educa-
‘tion. Athletics, carried on by capable and understanding leaders, pro-
vide educational experiences for children that are difficult, if not im-
possible to duplicate.t

"The report does not recommend the elimination of competitive
experience, it condemns highly organized competitian for immature young-
sters. The Joint Committee specifically points out the high pressure
areas to be avoided.l

"Highly organized competition in the form of leagues or champion-
ships; _over-emphasis by means of newspapers, radio, televisions, or
similar media; stress on individuals rather than teams, such as selec—
tion of %all star“ teams, tourraments, frequent contests, long seasons,
Ulittle" bowl games or other procedures that cause pressures or that
make undue physical demiands on the youngsters.t

Miss June Berg é a physical education instructor has this to say:

"On the question of the advisability of all-out competitive sports
for elementary grade students it was gratifying, at an institute for the
in-service training of rural and city elementary teachers on physical
education in Montana, to hear the state supervisor - Mr. Carl E. Klafe -
flatly say and often reiterate that highly competitive sports for under
high school age are detrimental and often dangerous. Though the medical
authorities have been saying this for years, the question needs to be
emphasized and to be pointed upon once again to physical education and
recreation workers and to parents. We have a way of growing lax about
what the authorities say!t '

Before we go into this discussion, however, let's understand what
we mean by competitive sports. We refer to interschool, interplayground
athletics, or to field days in which the competition involved is the sole
goal rather than the enjoyment of the sport itself. All activities in-
volving big muscle action, such as running or jumping, have a multitude
of values for growing boys but not when the children are egged on to a
point of high excitement, followed by exhaustion. - When a sport has gone
to a point where a child mwst play in disturbed physical, mental and
emotional equilibrium the slightest, then you are touching what we call
‘ ' competitive sports, as competitive sports are conducted in the majority

of instances.!! ‘ :

6 June Berg “Arﬂe Fair To Our Children?® Recreation Vol. XLI pp 530-
531 March 'L8. National Recreation Association, N.Y.C., N.Y.




"We don't advocate taking competition out of sports, but we are
against highly competitive tournaments, particularly for pre-adolescent
and early adolescent years. The lsist these can be is detrimental. The
pressure of his classmates, his parents, and his own natural desire to
win is so bitter and galling when upset by a loss that many a child's
spirit is broken. As a physical education instructor myself, I have seen
high school teams return from district tournaments, whipped, as guilty
as if they had committed all the crimes on the calendar.t

"What could such an emotional upset do to a younger child's mind
and personality? He is not mentally or physchologically or physiologi-~
cally able to bear the stress. Here, we must take child psychology into
careful consideration. The youngster becomes frustrated, embittered, the
dregs of failure are hateful in his mouth; he doesn't understand how to
combat this personal slap in the face, because that's the way he takes it.t

“Some will say that children play major sports games on sandlots
and backyards, regulation style, as tight as they can go. But in back-
yards there isn't that emotional strife, that do-or-die feeling inspired
by spectators. .Medical authorities state that a small boy uses as much
energy as a football player in a dan But not - stop to think - in the
same amount of time. Don't let the promotors of highly competitive
sports tell you that pitting him against others in his own age won't be
harmful, for he is bound to attempt to put out the energy of an adult in
an adult's time with a child's boyd mechanism. Not only do we know a
child's heart is not equipped for all out competitive sports, but neither
are his bones, particularly those of his shoulder's.!

 WMr, Klafe said, 'They will reach competition'soon enough and have
to live. in it for the rest of their days. Let your children be children
and play as children while children'.®

One of the most consistent arguments against Little League Baseball
is that it is not truly a child's game. The claim is made that the adults

have concleved the game itself and have foistered on the children, adult

7 .

ideas of organized competition and standards. Mortimer H. Morris
Superintendent of Recreation at Croton-On-Hudson, New York says:

“little League Baseball, has spread like wildfire through forty-
four states, biddy basketball attracts youngsters for national champion-
ships; Pop Warner football finds youngsters playing in bowl games. A
top television show stars tiny boxers. W

3366 ,
7. Mortimer H. Morris "Too Many Midget Athletes" New York State Education

Vol'XIThp 32, 33 April 'Sh Wew York State Teachers Assoc., Utica, N. Y.
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Wfidget athletics are adult conceived and game centered. What the
boy does with the bat and the ball becomes more important than what the
bat and the ball do for the boy."

Miss Phebe Martha Scott 8 Bradley University, Peoria, Illinois
conducted a survey to get the viewpoints of Parents, Teachers, and Ad-
ministrators towards organized competition in the elementary schools,

grades four through six. She states her results as follows:

A total of 1,099 subjects responded to her questionnaire: of
these 357 were parents, 508 were classroom teachers and 23l were adminis-

trators, including special supervisors of physical education. On analysis,

the data yielded the following factss

1. A majority of all three populations tended to be favorable
in attitude toward intensive competition at the elementary
school level.

2, The wide range of scores indicated wide fifferences of
opinion on this question. This difference is more apparemt
among teachers and administrators than among parents.

3. Statistically significant differences were found in the
attitudes of parents, teachers, and administrators. The
parents were most favorable toward intensive competition
at the elementary school level and the administrators were
the least favorable.

L. The men in this study indicated more favorable attitudes
toward the intensive competition than did the women.

5. Individuals in this study who have had experience with
competition expressed greater favorability toward it
than those with no experience."

UIt appears that the progra of intensive athletic competition at
the elementary school level has the acceptance, if not the wholehearted
approval, of most of the parents and teachers and administrators in the
schools included in my study. On the other hand, a minority in all three

populations is opposed to intensive competition. The scores on the scale R

although indicating favorablllty, do not mnecessarily indicate a high
degree of favorability."

8. Phebe Martha Scott WAttitudes Towards Athletic Competition In Elemen-—

tary Schools® American Association for Health, Phy. Ed. & Recn. -Res.
Quarterly Vol. XXIV pp. 352-361 Oct. '53 Na‘blonal Education Assoc.,
Washington, D. cC.

.u,-;u‘ AL W 2L S
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Miss Elvera Skubic ? of the University of Southern falifornia,
Los Angeles, California has this to say:

WThroughout the nation there is considerable interest in the pro-
motion of competitive recreational activities for boys 15 years of age
and younger and much as been said and written pro and con in regard to
the advisability of highly competitive activities for boys below the
ninth grade.%

"Cribics argue that there are harmful aspects of Little League
type baseball, one of which is the emotional over-stimulation of boys
which results from such factors as the presence of large numbers of
spectators at games and undue emphasis on winning games. On the other
hand, advocates of highly organized activities believe this type of ex-
perience to be more beneficial +than harmful ® youngsters.!

W1t is the purpose of my study to obtain by means of the Galvanic
Skin Response teést, scientific data regarding the emotional responses
of boys in a variety of competitive situations. More specifically it is
the purpose of this experiment to test:

1. The emotional responses of boys before and after partici-
pation in Little League and Middle League games and to
compare these results with similar tests on the same boys
before and after competition in physical education classes.

2. To compare the emotional responses of league players with
that of a group of non-players.

3. To determine whether there are differences in the emotional
responses of boys at various ages.

i, To determine if there are differences in the emotional
responses of boys to various intensitiéssof competition.

5. To determine the emotional reaction OI boys to winning
and losing games.! .

"The Galvanic Skins response test is a measure of changes in )
sweat gland activity. The test affords an indication of the activity of
the Autonomic nervous system which is of major importance in the bodily
changes associated with emotional states.M

9. Elvera Skubic "Emotional Responses of Boys to Little League and

Middle League Competitive Baseball® American Assoc. for Health, Phy.

EQ. & Recn. Res. Quarterly Vol XXVI pp. 3L42-352 Gct. 155 Natlonal
Education Association, Washington, D. Ce. ‘




WMany critics of Tittle League Baseball have stated that highly
organized competition places physical and emotional strains on boys which
may be harmful to their general welfare. Insofar as the Galvanic Skin
Response can be taken as a valid measure of the emotional excitation of
the boys of this level, the results of the present study suggest that
youngsters were no more stimulated by competition in league games than
they were by competition in physieal education games.®

10
Lewis A. Hess says:

UBill, my Son, at eleven years of age, is quite typical pre-
adolescent. Like other boys of his group he is restless and finds adult
relationships:. difficult. He prefers to conform to the standards of the
group or gang, rather than to the pattersn, suggestions, and admonitions
of his parents."

"At all periods in the growth and development of my son, I find it
important to consider his readiness for the types of experience confront-
ing him. For best learning it is necessary to establish a proper rela-
tionship between his capacities and the tasks to be performed. Just as
children through the process of maturation reach stages of readiness o
walk, to read, and to do arithmetic computation, so also are there stages
of readlness for learning games and sport skills and partlclpatlon in
organized competitive athletics.!t

"Developmental factors assoclated with age are related to capacity
to learn, and perform many motor activities. Body build, héight, weight,
endurance, muscular strength, flexibility and speed of reactions are re-
lated to each child's ability to learn sports skills. Thoughthe may be
in the same school grade, he is not ready in terms of maturation for com-
petitive athletics just as is the case with most boys in his school class.!

HCompetition is a well-established and healthy aspect of our way
of life. We are, for the most part, competitive animals with a desire
to excel. Children like competition and benfit from it, but competition
can degenerate into anxiety, selfishness, dishonesty, and other person-
ality problems. We must not lose sight of the fact that children compete
for the sake of play, for the fun of playing.t

tInvariably, adult-imposed standards give rise to problems of
children's athletic competition. There is nothing inherently wrong with
the sports themselves., The artificial stimuli brought about by highly
organized leagues, schedules, travel, championships, tournaments, news-
paper publicity, awards, and rewards, too often lead to a false sense of

10.  Lewis A, Hess TCompetitive Athletics for My Son?t Childhood
Education Vol. XXXI.pp. LLi-LL2 May '55 The Association for
Childhood ®ducation International, Washington, D. C.
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values. Excessive parental interest, adult direction, and pressure to
in have a tendency to infilate the activity out of proportion to its im-
portance in the over-all educational program. Our children should not
be competing for the benefit of their parents' ego, nor should they be
under the pressure of meeting expectations beyond their maturity.

"Let us make possible adequate sports competition for all children,

based on their developmental needs and interests, on an inbramural,
neighborhood, or community basis, with intelligent supervision.l

or. G, L. Lowmau'yl:L Orthopaedic Hospital, Los Angeles, California

says:

1

"Strenuous athletics during the period of adolescense is a
subject .of concern for health educators and members of the medical pro-
fession who have observed the damaging effect of improperily supervised
programs of physical education for this age group. the adolescent period
is the time of mp st rapid growth, the halfway period between immaturity
and maturity, duwring which the stresses and strains, both physical and
emotional, of activities injudiciously imposed and undertaken may affect
the hfe—long health of the individual child and, in the aggregate the
health of the nation. In 1946 the Society of State Directors for Health
and Physical Education passed the following resolution.

'Tnasmuch as pupils below the tenth grade are in the midst of the
period of most rapid growth, with the consequent bodily weaknesses and

.maladjustments, partial ossification of the bones, mental and emotional

stresses, physiological readjustments and the like, be it, therefore
resolved that the leaders in the field of physical education should do
all in their power to discourage interscholastic competition at this age
level because of its strenuous nature.’

'Be it further resolved that where school: £systems continued to
foster a program of interscholastic sports competition for pupils below .

“the tenth grade, that they be urged to limit it to pupils who are physio-

logically mature as measured by roentgen pictures of the degree of carpal
bone ossification, advanced chronological age plus beard growth, or some
other indication of physiological maturdtyft.n

TE Dr. C. L. Lowman  "Wulnerable Age! Journal of Health, Physical Rd.

and Recreation - Vol. XVIII pp. 635-636. Nov. 'l American Association
Tor Health, Physical Education and Recreation, Washington, D. C.
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At the National Recreation Congress 2 in Ckveland in October of
1950, a committee was appointed to consider standards of organized com-
petition in sports and athletics fof boys under twelve years of age.
The committee headed by F. S. Mathewson, Superintendent of Recreation,
Union County, New JerseyiPark Commission and which included twenty-four
recreation superintendents, directors and coliege representatives -
arranged for the National Recreation Association to distribute a question~

naire, in the name of the committee, to all recreation executives in the

country. Some of their findings are as follows:

1. A heavy magorlty of recreation departments approve
competition on either an inter-center or city-wide
basis for a number of activities, provided these
activities are conducted with adequate controls. Tt
is also clear that an overwhelming proportion are
opposed to state and.natlonal competition at this age
level.

2. Omnly 36 out of 30L recreation executives favored
national competition for boys of Little League age.

~ 3. Although a majority report desirable results from
having boys wear uniforms, a considerable number feel
that special outfits have undersirable effects upon
them, upon the extent of participation and upon boys
not so equipped. Those in favor of uniforms say
that it makes the youngstérs feel more like a ball-
player, it creates parent interest, makes them play
better and they are proud of thelr uniforms. The
substantial group opposed to uniforms felt that
players tend to think of themselves as big shots,

. expect too much from their -leader and the public,

and uniforms tend te spoil them.

12. A Survey by National Hecreation Association Committee on - “Competi-
 tive Athletics for Boys Jnder Twelve®  Recreation Vol. XLV pp.L89-L91
Feb. 1952 National Recreation Association, New York, New York
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This article from the Associated Press at Des Moines, Iowa appeared

1
in the Boston Globe 3

WLittle League Baseball makes demands on boys 8 to 12 years
old for which they are not equipped, says the Journal of the Towa State
Medical Society.t

WIn an editorial in its August issue, the publication adds
that the Little League system is of dubious vdlue as a means of pre—
venting juvenile delinquency.®

WThe editorial notes that about 350 years ago, "the aristocrats
of London" became tired of such amusements as bear-baiting and cock-—

fighting and “hit upon the novel idea" of child actors whose ineptness
proved highly entertaining.t

*In those days no one thought that the exploitations of children
were reprehensible, but if anyone had made such a suggéstion, nio . doubt
one of the originators of the scheme would have dreamed up the idea that
it was a means of preventing juvenile delinguency, the editorial said.!

"The ILittle League system, which 8-to-12 'ye'ars olds are being
introduced to championship competition baseball, is little more than a
repetition of what happened in the first Queen Elizabeth's time.!

"Little boys are put under considerable pressure to work rather
than play - several hours a day at learning and exhibiting skills for
which, in most cases, their stage of development does not equip them.
But papa and often mama, too have made it crystal clear to him that he’
must make the team, or stay on the team . . . . on penalty of losing.
their affection and esteem.t S

"The editorial states that due to the time when games are played,
Junior frequently doesn't get to eat a well-balanced meal with the rest
of the family, but instead eats peanutbutter sandwiches by himself at
8 o'clock at nightiu '

13. Editorial in the Boston Globe - WMedical Journal Raps ILittle Leaguet®
Boston Daily Globe August 5, 1955 pp. 1 and 5. ‘

S
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Johnny Antonelli L star pitcher of the New York Giants in the

N
National League has this to say concerning Little League Baseball:

#There has been a great deal of criticism of the ILittle League
recently, just as there is criticism of any new thing that has grown as
fast as the Little League. In my opinion, the critics of Little League
Baseball have exaggerated its hazards."

uI've heard three major complaints against the Little League. One
is that a.child's physical health is damaged. Secondly, his mental
health is supposedly impaired. Third, the youngster is allegedly “ex-
ploited® by shrewd promotors.t ' :

uIf all these condemnations were as true as some-people claim,
it would be heard to understand how any of the thousands of ex-Litile
Leaguers ever managed to survive the game." :

"First, in the matter of physical health, Between 9 and 12 years
of age I was playing sandlot ball in Rochester, New York where I was born.
We kids played just about as "fiercely® as youngsters can play and if it's
possible for normal, healthy kids to “overstretch® themselves, we did it
every day, and it certainly never hurt us.t

wln the matter of mental health, critics insist there is too much
competition among Little Leagues. They say that the young fellows worry
about the outcome of a game, that they will become conceited if they win

and dejected if they lose. Certainly there is competition, and - just as .

" when I played sand-lot ball and later, in my mid-teens, played “rover"
for the Kodak Park Athletic Association in Rorhester -~ competition against
another good team can be plenty tough. Sure we worried about games and
we wanted to win. Bub since when is this a disadvantage? hen is it
a better time for kids to learn that sometimes you lose and sometimes
you win? That is something everyone has to learn, and shielding child-
ren from it seems to me a serious injustice to them. I would say that
the business of team competition, of winning and losing, is the best poss-
ible experience for the youngsters.h ,

"As for the business of exploitation, this would have been news
to me and to the other kids on the sand-lots of Rochester when we were 9
to 12. We'd have been overjoyed to be given good uniforms and equipment
and to receive competent instruction and fine ball pa;k'fgcilities given
Iittle League teams. And, just as 1 later wore the initials K.P.A.A,

elld . ittle League?" Better
T, Johnny Antonelli WShould Your Boy Play In A Li ' !
Iiving pp. 2L, 56, 57, 59 August, 1955 Mass. Market Publications Ince
New York, New York
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when I was playing for the Kodak Park Athletic Association, we wouldn't
have minded wearing outfits. that told who sponsored us as a team. If.

this is exploitation, it certainly is a cheap price to pay for all the

real advantages from the so-called exploitations.®




SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER

Presented in this chapter are many of the arguments, pro and con,
eoneérning Iittle League Baseball. In addition, the arguments pro and
con cbncerning all organized competitive athletics for children of the
Elementary School age are also put forth, |

Class-room Teachers, Physical Eciuéation‘ Teachers; Coaches, Doctors,
Administrators, Recreation Leaders and Athletea. all bave been quoted pro
and Vc,c;n, Fr'om‘ the over-all expressions of those quoted, it is evident
that although great strides have been taken towards & betber u#derstande
ing of the aims;,, purposes and gff’e@*ﬁs of eorganized compétitive athletics
on children, the question is not resolved. The problem can stand a greag

deal of research in many other phases of it, before it will Be resolved.
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- PROCEDURES

DEVELOPMENT OF QUESTIONNAJ;RE
’ This study is being cb_nctuéféd in an attempt to find the effects

and values that Little League Baseball may have upon a child whils in

his school enviornment, ' |

In the previoué chapter devoted to .‘.a review of literature, it is
apparent that the effects and values of Little League Baseball on ele~
mentary school children Wer_e:__i‘a;irly w_eli covered in regards to his physi-
cal, emotional aﬁd mental ‘haa}lth .as‘ a whole, but not in relation ﬁo his
school works They spoke of the &.‘fec‘b_s and values in terms of a cﬁ‘ild's A
physical make-up, his relationship with his parents s his manté;l~hea;t»h,'
his play-attitude's, his eating habits; his ?hysiological,gand psycholo-
gical growth, ete., yet none of the work was directed towards discover—

ing Qr studying how all the above would affect him schéla‘stically.

In an attempt to £ind out the effects and values of his emotionaj,
physical and mental wellebeing in relation to his ‘school enviornment and
his gcholastic abiiit-y", a questionnaire was formed to determins f;he 'a_nsé;"era
of some of the effects of Little League Baseball on his over-all schapl
life, that is socially, schqla’etio&lly_, ete. ‘included in the question-
naire are questions regarding many other phases of his school life. Many
of the questions are aimed at determing if some of the claims of Lit'bj.&-

League proponents and epponents have validity., ‘For example, Liﬁ’r«l‘e‘.League

wart




proponente state that Titble Laague encoureges spertemanship, develops
cgualities of lesadership, mpmves thaty azmituda towardy dimiplina, edbss,

while opponente of Little Lekgtw elaim that tha game makes the child overe
nervous, gives him a bip shot attituds, gﬁm&s him & . falss sob of valuas,
stc. | . : |

Of oourse,; who cah better obserye the ssrm and values of Little '
Leagus Basefball on beoye in their sahool anﬂndmm than the slassroonm
ﬁeacher. ‘ | _

In deciding i mnétmcﬁﬁ the thesis questionnalire towards having
the ‘be&cher answer it, it was fe:L?, that he or she would be ke lpasb
biasad of all the pecsyle who m‘ulti gome in contach with The Iittle Laagner .
The rest -~ Leagus Offisials, Leaehés, Managers, ¥ Parents, Umpiz!és 5 would
all be influenced by persopal feelings to & much higher degres ‘(»hma *!ahaa
teacher, having been in close sombaet with ths children &ur&ag tha..w play-
ing in Lidtle Lesgue Baseball,

PRECENTAGE OF BETURMS

Fifty gnestionbaires were sent out eantainm tﬁexrby»awan @u&sﬁiom
to be answamﬁ on Little Isague bellplayers: On the front of esch question-

naire was A atatmmz of the purpose of the quasts.:axmaire witl:i inshrue-
tions on how to suswer it. Forty af theae questiam&ims weve returned,
this is an 80% reburn,
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF QUESTIONNATRE

 The area of distribution was in “just one city. It was decided to
conduct the survey in the City of gorﬁeﬁvilleg Massachusetps. FKach section
of the eity is represented in the que,stionnaire; sin§é~the plaeyers are
chasen from every section ef it. |

Thls ques‘tionnaire_ was diStribu'bed to the teachers in the feollowing

maniers ‘ ' | \

‘ Al_l the teschers in the Elemgnt»a@:;y Schools throughout the eity
were». contaétedg It was explained to them ;;ns*ﬁ what the guestionnmaire
was concerned with: The object of the tést Wasl gxpre,ésly impresse&'
upon them, that is to say, they were asked to keep in mind that the idea
of the test was not to favor or denounce Litbtle League Bageball, but o
seek out some of the effects and values ox_:x' children while in a school

enviprnment ..
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CHAPTER FOUR
FRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA

All the data co,mpiled f,rqm the forty cases wﬁioh were received
will be presented in this chapter.  In the tables will be presented
the number of answers; the percentage proportion éf answers and the
standard error of percent. Following each table will be a comment
on the significance of each table.

STANDARD ERROR OF PERCENT

The standard error of & percent (crr.i) has been pbtained through
the use of pdgerton's v‘ba.bles-_.' 15

15. H, A, Bdgerton,

D. G, Paﬁtarsoﬁ,' 1able of Si",andard Exr‘oré"&hd'

Probable FErrors of éercenta,gesﬂ s dnl, App. Psy. -Val. X Sep. 1926, - oo
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TABLE 1.

The evaluation given by twenty teachers on 40 individual boys as

to whether they fmproved, declined or remained the same in their

sporbsmanship.
') ’ 7 Nu‘mber vP.ercent S,E.P.
Tmproved 21 | 52.5% | .079
Declined 1 13 | 32.5% | .07k
Remained the Same | 6 | 154 | .056

The majority of the boys improved in sportsmanship as the above
shows. This would indicate that Little Ieague Baseball has helped the

majority of youngsters! sportsmanship.

|
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TABLE 2.

The evaluation given by twenty teachers on L0 individual boys

{ .
as to whether their home work suffered; did not suffer, or remained

the same.

L3

Number Be;foent ,' 8.E.P.

Suffered 1 6 15% <056

Did not guffer 30 | 75% | .068

Remained the Same | L  |106 | .oh7

 The overwhelming majority here shows that the beys' homework did
not suffer as a result of playing I-.ittale‘l.féaj.gué Baseball and is a faver~

able point for Litble League proponents.

. /‘«—un-ug/
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TABEE 3.

The evaluation give'n, by twenty teachers on LO individual boys
as to whether they improved socially, declined socially or remained

the same.

Number * Perce.nt 8.E.P.

Improved - .18 ksg  |.079
Declined | | sres Lo
Remained the Same 7 : 17.5% |.061

| It is évident that the above tdable shows this qﬁestio'n to be almost
at a standstill as to whether 61“ not: the boys improved .sociallji, This
matter of social improvement is one of thebproposec.lu ‘values of L:;.t'ble
League, This woﬁld seem 40 indicate that Iittle League Baseball does

not seem to be an influenée on boys one way or ‘ax‘l,other, as far as '.’léh'eir‘

sociability is céncer‘nsd.




TABLE k..

The evaluation given by twenty teachers on 4O individual boys
as to whether they seemed nerveus, not nervous, showed no change,

the day of a game.

Number Percent S.E.P.

Seemed Nervous 7 | 17.5% | .061 |
Not Nervous o2y - 1 60%  {.O77
Snowed Bo Change 1 9 " 22.5% | ...0.617"

From this table it is evident that the majority of the boys dig -

not show any evidence of nervousness the day of a game. This is another

point against Little League opponents who claim that it makes thé

children high strung due to the so-called pressure o:f Idibtle League play.
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TABIE .,

The evaluation given by twenty beachers on U0 individual boys
a# to whether the boys were over-tired or they were not over-tired or

showed no change.-

JPercent S.E.P,

Were over-tired 8 208 | .963

Were not over-tired 28 | 704 | 072 ,

Showed no Ghange |- L4 | 10% LOL7

This table shows that the majority of boys were not over—-tired

as a result of playing Little Lsagus Baaeﬁé_ll and thus indicates that

it did not affect their energy towards school work.

1

e




.| TKBIE 6.
Thg evaluation given b/y twenty teaphérs on 40 individual boys

as to whether they showed any e‘;ﬁdenée'of"_a i‘Big Shot! Att-itude, no

evidence of one, or seemed the same. -

Number Percent 8,E,.~B.v‘

Any'" Evidence 10 | 25% 068
No Evidence . 28 0% .035
Seemed the Same - 2 1 5% | +038

Although this indicates that the majority of boys did not show
any evidence of a YBig ghot® atbitude, nevertheless, it indicates that
there is a fairly high number bthat did show evidence of a "Big éhot“
attitude and shows that there may be some harmful résults of Little
League in relation to a child's ego due to the harmful publicity which
he xﬁay have encountered from the press, radio and IV. This is an ad-

mitted sore spot with Little League officials. .
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TABLE 7.

The evaluation given by twenty teachers on L0 individual boys
as to whether their classroem discipline impa;-gwred, declined, or re-

mained the same .M

_Number Percent _S.E,P.

Improved 8 ] 20% .063

Declined | 19 | L5.s% | w079

(e

Remined the Same | 13 1 32.5% :wo'ﬂl

st

Since i%he, above figures show that a mejority of the boys did not
improve in c.l_assfeom discipline; it ,indic,atési that little League Base-
ball d.o.es not inétiill betber discipline in ite youth as it claims.

This could possibly be attributed to the qualities and capabilities of
the leadership in Little League. Miny critics bs‘t;at‘e that Little League's

leadership is faulty and not proﬁerly trained to handle and ieaci.youth.
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TABIE 8.

The evaluation,given.by twénﬁy"teachers on 40 individual boys
as to whether there was evidence of development of qualities of leader-

ship; no evid'en‘ée' of hadérship; or ngtchange apparent.

Number ;l?efc'ent S.E.P.

Evidence _of Dev‘e.lop-,-. 16 | hog
ment of Leadership ' '

Uy .

076

i i
rgririich s

20 | 508 |z .079

~ No Evidence of Developt
ment of Leadership

No Change Apparent | h‘ 1 10% OLT

Theée are qualities which Little League is su‘ﬁ:éaed t§ ‘bring out
in boys. The table indicates that Little League does develop ,these
qualities :hz' soie of the bo‘ysf Hwever, the majority'of bhe"boys .did
not show evidenolev of these qualities, which indicates that Little
League claims fa;il far short of thelr expectations.

1]

¥

B3
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TABLE J.

The evaluation given by twenty teachers ‘on 40 individual boys
as to whether their school work showed improvement, showed a decline

or remained the same.

Number Percent K S,E.P, .

Improved | 0 258 | 068
Declined 22 558 ] .OT79
Remained the Same "8 20% .063

Since most of the bays showed a dGecline in their schoal work while
engaged in thtle League, it indicates isha‘b Little Lea.gue is uppsrmost
I¥r the minds of these yo‘unga‘hers which cagaﬁes them to neglect their

school work ’oo gome degree,

Boston University
School of Education
Library .
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TABLE -10.

The: svalustion glven by twenty teachers on U0 individual boys
as to any signs of unusual restlessness before playing &hat night,

no signs of restlesshess, or did they remain the same.

e %

Unusual Restlegsness

10

25%

. .068

ness

No Signs of Restless

21

| sa.5¢

2079

" Remained the Hame

| - 22.5%

067

According te this table most of the boys did nob show any signs

of restlessness before playing Little League Baseball on a particular
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"TABLE 11.
The evaluation given by twenty teachers on 10 individual boys
as to whether they showed any new signs of being high strung or

irritable, no rew sighs or mpemained the same.

Number,_' Percent S.E.P,.

New Signs of Being 1 .
| High Strung or L .| 1og 047
Irritable ‘ - N

No New Signs | 32 . 8(5% -4 L0662

Remained the Saue 4 10% +0l47

This indicates that almost &.’11' the boys showed no new signs of
being high strung or lrritablé and is deflnitely & good point: for Little
League. This is a factor which comes in for a gréat deai of criticism
from opponents of Little League who 84y that the tensions brought on
by highly organized competitive athletics such as Little I,‘eag‘ﬁe,- cauged
the child to become highly emctional and high strung.
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TABLE 12,

The evaluetion givem by twenty beachers on U0 individusl boys
as to whether they showed loss of interest in schicol work, no loss . |

of inberest or remsined the sams.

pber Percent . ¢ lhi?b »

| Showed Loss of ' 8 20% ;063
Interegt -‘ o T

Showed No lLoss of o : , B \
Interest 31 77-»;553‘ 065

Remained the Same 1 2.5% 027

This indicates that the amount of boys who did not show Joss of
interest in school work was & decided majority over the number of boys
who did show a loss of interest in school work, &8s a result of playing

Little League Baseball.
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PABLE 13,

The evaluation glven by twenty teachers on 40 individual boys
as to whethér, be'cavuse of their Iittle League ability, were shown

* mere respect by classmates, less respect or the same respsct.

More Respect 15 | 3rsE | .om

No More Hespect 0 | so2 B.op

The Same Respect 5 | 12.5% | .053

It is interesting to mobe that according to this table, the

wajority of boys whe play Little LaaguevBaseball'were showed no more

‘respeat by their e‘l‘gssﬁates beceuse of their parvticipation in the sfport._.

i




.The evaluwation given by twenty teachers on 40 individual boys
as to whether; because of their Little League ability, developed a
false get of values,

Number Percent S.EfP,

There Was 4 Developmenty 6 156 | 056

Ng Developmént‘ 32 - Bo% | 062

Remaingd the Save 2 | 3| .03

This indicates that the great majority of boys did not show any
evidence of & development of & false set o"ii"vélués in school as & result

of Little League play.




TABIE 15

Thé evaluation given by twenty teachers on 4O individual boys

as to whether his ceoperstion in classrpom pi'o:]ects :Impro#ed, dét‘dlined.

or remained the same,

. Number . Pergent _ 8

| Improved

9 | 22.5%

Declined - .

22 | 5%

- Remained the Bame

9 | ae.8

' This shows that the playing of Iittle League Baseball did not

imp_r-ove‘the. majority ef the boys im their edoperébibn in classroom pro-

jects. This is contrary te the claim of Little League proponents who

gay that the playing of Little League Baseball improves a youngstéits

desire to cooperate and to work as & beam.




I
TABLE 14,
The evaluation given by twenty teachers on U0 individual boys
as to whether there was any evidence that their mnners mproved,
declinsd or rem‘ained the same.
o [
Mayners - Improved . 8 - 20% .063 ;
Manners Declined 19 L7.5% | .079 !
Remained the Same 13 32.5% | .O7h4 |
This indlcates that the majority of the boys declined in marmers; i

There is nothing here that will showbbha’o Iittis Lea.gue has & goed in=

fluence in regards to improving a boy?e o@nrtesm
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TABLE 17.
The evaluation given by twenty teachers on 40 individual boys
as to whether they'placad ‘oo m‘juch emphasis; no emphasis, or remaind
the same as the result of winning in informal school games or activities.
’ 7 ; A Number v Percent 3.B.F v
Too Much Emphasis | 10 | 258 | .068
No Emphasis 28  [70% .072
Remaindd the Same g2 | 5% | .03% |
a |
This indicates that the playing of Little League Baseball does
& : i
not cause the majority of the boys to place té}o much emphasis on winning
in informal games or activibtiés.
i
]
i
i
|
!
, 3
i



TABIE 18.

The evaluation given by twenty teachers on LO individusl boys
as to whether they were depressed in school if their team lost, did not

seem depressed, or remained the same.

Number  Percent S,E.P.

D‘epreisa,éd in School I 10% .0L7
Did Not Seem Depressed| 30 758 | 068 -
Remained the Same 6 15% .056

This table in.dicatas that the claims of Little League opponents
in which they ssy that losing has a very serious effect on boys in the
lower grades would seem to be of no ir'e’.lidi%? gince the great majority
of the boys did not seem to be depressed as the result of their beam's

10850_




TABLE 19,

The evalwtion given by Wenty'teachers on LO individual boys

as to whether they had a depressed feeling if they were the capise of
, ! &

their team's ‘;o_éa, did not seem depressed or remained the same,

Were Depressed

Ijumber
12

- Pe’z_'qenﬁ

Boﬁk"

S.E.P.

072

Did Not Seem I)epre';t;sed

15

37:5%

1077

Remained the Same

i3

32,5¢

<07l

This table indicates that the boys were not affected one way or the

other; that is to say they neither seemed depressed ner not depressed

as & result of 'being the cause of their teé.mﬁ's loss;




TABLE 20.

The evaluation given by twenty teachiers on 4O individual boys as
to whether they were able to control .th_eir temper. Were not able to

conbrol it or were the same.

Number Percenb ,.S.E-.:P;.,

Were Able to Control Temper [ 32 | 8o0g | .062

Py S

Were Not Able to Comtrol ,It"‘" 1 _ 17.5% | »061

Were the Same N R 2:5% | w027

'ffhis indicates that the ﬁna;jority.of tha‘ boys were able to .@ér’rtsrol'
their ’o;em:per‘v‘ This is a point in favdr of 'éfLitﬁie Leagué‘BaSeballi It
could be due to other influences such as the paisema,, the boy!s own
temperament, the rules of the ledgue dnd so ons :tl*}eve‘rthéles‘fs“, it does

speak well for Little League.
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TABLE 21.

The evaluation given by twenty teachers on L0 indidivual boys
as to whether, when their temm won, did they camy their elation to

school next dey, did mot show elation or remained the same.

._ Number "?ercggt,_ SfE,P," K

Showed Elation 20 | s0% | .o79

Did Not Show Elation| 11 | 27.58 | .om1

Remained the Same 9 | 22.58 |.067

This indicates that the majority of the boys showed elation when
thedr team won: This is a normal reaction for a normel bey, one which

is to be expected.
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TABIE 22,

The evalwation given by twenty teachers on L0 individwal boys
as to whether they seemed, gs a result of Little League Baseball, to
develop an argumentative nature, did not develop one or remained the

Bame »

__Number  Percent  8,E,P,

Developed an Argumenba- . }
tive Nature 5 12,5% +053 .

Did Not Develop One NI 77:5% + 065

- Remained the Same N 102 +0ly7

e ]

ks
4

This indicates that the playing of Little League Baseball did mot-

cause the majority of the boys to develop an argumentstive nature.
The critics of Little League say that it develops an aggressive nature
in a boy due to the pressure of coaches, the emphasis on winning eto..

This table shows that this assumption is unwarrented.
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TABLE 23, ,
' !
The evaluation given by twenty teachers on LO individual boys
"ag to whether there seemed to be a :decline in their over—all school
' record in the last quarter, an improvement or remained the same. |
- Number ,Percent §,E.P,
Seemed to Decline 6 15% 056 :
Seemed to Improve 33 B2.5% | ,059 l
Remained the Sane 1 2.5% - | .027
According to this table Little League activity does not cause a ;
. : - ’ i
decline in the boys! over-all scheol record in the last quarter, but i
on the contrary, it shows that the majority improved. %
i
|
[ Ty
1y
\ &
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TABIE 2.

The evaluation given by twenty teachers on LO individual boys

as to whether thelr popularity increased,; declined or remained the same.

Number _ Pexgent  S.F.P.
Popularity Increased | 1h ~35% | 075

Popularity Declined | 17 W2.58 | w078 |

Remained the Same | 9 22,54 | .067

This indiecates that the amount of boys whose popularity inoreased
and those whose popularity has declined as & result of playidg Little
League Baseball iy about the same, which tells us that Little Leégua

hasn't really affected the boys' popularity one way or another..

-




|
|
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TABLE 25.
The evaluation given by twenty teachers on hoiindividnal boyﬁ
ag to whether their ILittle League expsrieneé affected adversely their -
participation in recess peried, did not affect them or did they remain
the same. ‘
|
Numher  Percent , 8.B.P. |
Did Affect Adversely 1 3 7 5. <043
Did Not Affeot Adversely| 35 | 87‘»5% 051
Remained the Same | 2 | _5% © +035 ;
, - : ;
This %&Yﬁe indicates that most of the‘ beys were not affeected :
adversely in their partlcipation in recess periods but it still does %
not mean a great. deal. I say this because, after all, normal dys will [
” e | N
when given an opportunity to give vent to their energy during a school i
. . oo ; L :
day, will do 50 quite guickly and wholeheartedly.
|
i

~"i?>0s1-,o\:1 Ualver31tis
School of Eduoation
Library,




TABIE 26,

The evaluation given by twenty teachers on LO individual boys
a8 to whether they were absent the day of the game, were not absent

the day of the game, or did not reeall.

- ) :{ Nt;mberb Percent S:E.P.

Were Absent 0 0% i “S 000 .

" Were Nobt Absent 37 : 92@5%H OLo

Did Not Reecall 3 7..5% »043

This shows that the boys definitely were net absent from sehool
.the day of a game. Perhaps the reason fox"j this is that if they did not
attend school the day of & game, they would not be permitted to play

that same evening,
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“The evaluation given by twenty teachers on L0 individual boys
as to whether they were sbsent the day after the game, weré not -

absent the day after the game, or could not recall,

Number . Percent , S.5,P.

‘Were Absent 2 7 .035

‘Were Not Absent \’~_,'35 : B7.5% :DOSZLA v

Could Not Recall 3 7.5% | .0L3

The very small number of boys who were not abgent the day after
the game indicates that the boys did not suf fer any i1l ef_fects, from

playing at all, as regards their school attendance..
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CHAPTER FIVE

A SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS AND GONGLUSIONS -

;l_ﬂ,
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4 SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

SYMMARY OF THE FINDINGS

As regards the particular phises of & child's &chool work or
factors which are directly related to his scholastic record, such &s
manners, diseipline, cooperation in classroom projects, improvement or
no improvement in homework, loss of interés‘j{z«dr no logs of interest in
schéol work, it is interesting to note the fo]iowfmg:

In digcipline and manneérs there is a similarity in the results.

As a_\matter of fact both of them show that Lit‘bvl,e‘ League Biaseball does
not insbill better discipline and mé..nners in the majority o,f‘ its youbh,
This ig a major claim of the Little League preponents, inasmuch as they
say that a boy's di_scixil;inta’; and maémers will improve through play:mg

in organized games under the supervision and guidance of adulbs who Will
require ¢bediénce and courtésy of them, as members of one units ' The i&ea

' being that a boy will realize he is a part of a cog which must cooperate

and obey if the whole unit is going to function Vpu-.operlyﬂ. This is .-direct~ !

ly traceable to ‘the qualities and capabilities of the leadership in Little
League. This is one of the leading criticisms of Litt;lé league by man;y ‘
aut’,horiii'/;_vl‘ea who claim that the mejority of Little League leaders are not
properly trained.te handle the youngsters.

- It was a_iso shovn that the‘mdj_ority'of the boyg did not improve in -

classroom ooopérationq - This muét alsc be considered a mark against Little

!
i
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i
League's claim that playing in Little League Baseball develops teamwork
and a sense of cooperation.
The matter of socidl improvement is one g:ﬁ‘ the propoged values of
Little Lea‘gue*-. 8ince this quesbtion was not resolved because the number Ei

of boys whe improved sccially, and the pumber who did nct improve social.'ly;”
was almost the same, it is evident that this cla:un by Little League pro- ;
ponents is mot proven, ‘ i

Tn houework and interest in school work, it was indicated thab the |
majority of boys did not suffer as a result c;a;f. playing Little League Base~

ball. This is a favorable poimt for Little League, Of course, these two |

factors mentioned bave not veen discussed at any great lengths by either |

the opponents or pr‘.o‘péhe_nts of Liﬁt'le‘ League. | : .

Some of the other factors which.affgét indirectly a boy!'s seholas— ’
tic record or influence hig school enviornqieﬁt, ‘a'ure,x | popularity, nervous-— {3
ness, sportsmanship, gualities of ylgeadersﬁip;. ability to .cohtrol his

temper, his informal aetivities, big shot ,a%itud;es‘, his sense of values,
etc. - , | :

Some of the good points in fawr of Litt_lé League pl_ay which were
stated in the previous paragraph ares spo_rtsmanship, nervousness, abi‘liﬁy

to control his temper; informal activities and sensd of values. That is

to say, as a result of playing Little League Baseball, the majority of the
boys imprfaved in spor-tsmnéhip, were not o‘x?erly nervous, showed ability to
control their tempers, did not --p;la;ee toe much emphasis on informal ‘school |

gamss and .motivities, and did not develop a false set of values. ' i
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It was aisg shown that the majority of boys did not develop gquali-
bies of lesdership and that the playing of Idttle League Baseball has
neither ipareesed nor deorassed ti:# boye popularity. |
CONOLUBIONS - | ,

It appears tbay bhe pointe brought fmmrd in ciefamm of Lihme I
League are eqmlq as pobent &= the points bmught forward againat it.

The previous paragrephy show that mﬁﬁl@ League is infliuventisl img

1s
2
3s

5.
6.
Te

In adﬁ%ﬁ.ou tha previous paragraple shmd that Liﬁtla Loagus also
had the follow

1y
24

3

TR T T

in im‘aml soheol gsmes or activibies,

|
i
i
i

Tmproving the majority of the boys! sporbsranship. 1
Has little, if any, effect on making & hoy parvous,

It s a swomble fastor in ﬁefvalnpimg 8el{ cotttzol in the
majority of the boys. '

Shows that the majordty of the h@y& do net smphasize winning t

Dogs mot develop 4 fslse met of valuea in the mjarmy of ?cmys.
Dose xmt chauge & decling in homewrk in the mjari'i;y of the bnyﬁ.,

Doss ot cause the majority of ‘bays to guffer a loss of ﬁ.ntaerest
in aehaol worke

sffeatsy

To the mjcmiﬁy of cases, Little Leagus doss not improve a
boy s éiaﬁipline but ingtead causes a deuline in Lh.

The majority of the boys showed & &ealim in mantiers ag 4 re-
auld of playing Littla Leagne Baseball. ,

The majerity of bays showed & &eeline in the anopammn of
o]&ﬂ&:‘@em prejeets.

The mjer:ﬁty of boys did nobt show any evidence of a- devela;a«
mm% of qualities of leadersbip, _




The fact was also pointed oub that the p_l\éying' of Ig.ittlLl:a' I.qa@ug‘a.

Baseball did not affect a boy's popularity one way or another and it also

indicated that the playing of Little League Baseball did not inflnence

the boye in the matter of their social improvement, or decline.
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- CHAPTER SIX
? LIMITATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

meATmNS ;
1, The questionnaire had to be answered by recall. However, the - ‘é
twenty teachers who answered the 'que'stionnairas on forty boys said .t,hat; |
they did not have any difficulty at all in es‘tablishihg good recall.
2. Only Aho questionnaires out of ths 50 distributed were returned;
despite the fact that the teachers who were contacted and had consented

to answer the questiomnaires had accepted a total of 50 questionnaires.

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

1. That this study be conducbted on & much larger area; perhaps

state wide or even nationally.

2. That this study be more elaborate in the sense that it be a b
, | o g

more thorough investigation or research sbtudy of all the qualities that = !
are developed thro’ﬁgh the playing of Little League Bageball and whish
influence a child's school enviggoment or s.ehnlastie recdr@' in any way, g

3. That thia s’oudy be sent to other people who would have an i

! influence on & child's scholastic achievement, namaly, the parents.
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APFENDIX .»

LITTIE IEAGUR |

Rames | !
Ds,t‘e:;.
QUESTIONNAIRE il

1. D:ui his spbrtsmanship jmprove? “
2, Did his homework suffer? |
3. Did he improve socially? ,
L. Did he seem nervous the day of a game?
S,  Did he seem overbired?
64 Any evidence of “Big ‘Shott atbitude? :
7. . Did nis attitude %ﬁv&rdhlasfsroam digcipline imprev'e?' iu
8. Did this pgrticipa,tion develop any qﬁmli.tiss of laadership? ‘
9,  Did his school work show -improvement :
10, Was he unusually restless before playing that night? . . ;
i, | Did he show any new signs of becoming high strung or irri’bable? '
‘ 12. Did he show loss of interest in school work?
13 }}id classmates show bim more respect bsgause of his Little League i:
Baseball ability? ;

1h. Have you seen any evidence of a false aet of values as a result
- of this program? _ E

15. Did his ceooperation in classroom projects improve? ’«
116,  Did his manners imémve? ;

: — P . . I ——
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17.

18.

19.

21.

22.

ZM.
25,

26.

2.

20, -

230 ’

Did he plaoe too much emphasis on winnmg in informel school

fgames or aoblntles?

When his team logt did he carry his. depressed feeling to school -

the next day?

Was he depressed if he was 'tb.e cauge of hls team's logs? -

 Was he sble. o control his temper?

When his te'a.m won did he carry his e’l-a“bio’n- to school nex:t day?

Did he seem to develop an argumemsa*bive. nature as a reeul*b of
Iittle Leagus compet:rbien?

Pid his over~a11 school. reaord decline 4in the last quar’eer?

Did his popularity imerea.se? OO

Did his thtle League experieme effect actversely his partmipation
in Recess perlod?

: Was he absent the ‘day ‘of bhe game?

Was he absent the day after the game?.

Please use this spa.ce if you have arv fur‘bher' comment 5.,




