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This is the third issue of the Alumni News.

In the nine months since its inception, the

publication has received favorable reviews and has sparked more interest in alumni activi-

ties.
association.
School, the student body and the alumni.

As a result, a group of alumni recently met to discuss the formation of an alumni
The purpose of the association would be to provide specified services to the
The organization would operate similarly to other

alumni groups with by-Taws, election of officers, etc., and would rely on the interest and

participation of the approximately 240 graduates.

requested to maintain membership.

A nominal fee for annual dues may be

At this point, one suggestion for providing services to the School was the establishment

of a scholarship or Toan fund.

This could be achieved through allocation of a portion
of the annual dues, public fund raising, raffles, etc.

Other suggested activities in-

clude more vigorous participation in career counseling and job placement, as well as alum-

ni sccial and educational meetings.

In any event, the momentum and spirit for moving ahead are there.
sustained if not increased interest and input from all of you.

A11 of this will take
In the few short years

since its beginning, the Public Health Program has quickly developed into a widely recog-

nized and reputable School of Public Health.

The formation of an active alumni association

can give us a chance to contribute and add to the benefits that BUSPH can offer to the

community and students as well as to ourselves.

The existing committee will keep you informed of the progress on this issue.

In the mean-

time, alil recommendations and comments will be gratefully accepted by Barbara St. Onge.

Public Health
Profiles

TRISTRAM BLAKE ('79), DIRECTOR OF THE SOUTH END COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER,

BOSTON,
Community Health Centers.

WHAT WAS YOUR REASON FOR SELECTING PUBLIC
HEALTH (OR, HOW DID IT ALL BEGIN)?

It is purely coincidental that I got started
in public health, especially without an un-
dergraduate degree. As a South End resident

This year Tris is also serving as President of the Massachusetts League of

and parent, I became involved in organizing
an alternative school. Then, after being a
printer for 11 years, I became a community
organizer for the school. At the time, my
wife was also very involved with the commu-
nity in organizing an alternative to the



emergency room at Boston City Hospital,

which functioned as the primary health care
provider for residents and was inadequate
for many reasons. When the community health
center got started, the charter stipulated
that the first appointed director would train
someone from the community and then abdicate.
Seeing it as an extension of my community
work, I applied and got the job, received
on-the-job training and became the second

and current director.

WOULD YOU RECOMMEND THIS FIELD TO OTHERS?

Yes, I feel I have the best job in the world.
Public health is an opportunity to invest in
the community and people, as well as invest
in a career. I can't think of a better job
for personal fulfiliment.

CURRENT SPECIAL WORK INTEREST:

Developing the concept of the case-management
system in conjunction with the newly esta-
blished Commonwealth Health Care Corporation.

The case-management system has the potential
to revolutionize how health care is provided
to low-income people. Based on this concept,
hospitals and health centers are united to
form a core that provides more organized
health care to the medicaid population at
lower costs to the state. The corporation

is an alternative to state bureaucracy by or-
ganizing health care in a more efficient and

effective manner and in having data available.

There would be less shopping around by the
population served and less duplication of
services. In this era of federal and health
cost containment, the case management system
will definitely be put in place and health
centers need to support the concept both to
provide necessary services at lower cost to
their population and to survive.

GOALS:

1. Since the community health center is
fairly stable and successful, one goal is to
make it continue to thrive and deliver good
care to the community.

2. Another goal is to be involved in repli-
cating this model through the Mass. League
of Community Health Centers. 1I'd like to be
able to answer the questions: If it works
here, can it work elsewhere? Is it just be-

cause of our location, community mixture
and chance, or is it a model that can, be
successful because of community control and
good management?

PUBLIC HEALTH MENTORS:

1. Mel Scoville who was the first director
of the health center. He taught me a lot
more than management skills. His personal,
philosophical, and political ideals rubbed
off on me.

2. Marlene Stevens, a member of the health
center's board. She and other board members
have always been able to perceive the right
way to go in working with and for a disad-
vantaged population. Poor people aren't
poor. They are rich in many ways, but sim-
ply "disadvantaged." She and other board
members have provided me with strength in
many ways.

SECRET OF SUCCESS:

1. Investment and involvement in my com-
munity at several levels.

2. Believing in the philosophy of the
health center,.

These add another dimension beyond educa-
tional credentials. In my case it also cre-
ated the confidence the community has in me.

FAVORITE SAYING:
“When you are right, you are right."
WORDS OF WISDOM:

Sounds corny, but... The pursuit of education
or a career must be an integral part of your
whole life. Operate from your base expecta-
tions of living, your friends, and neighbor-
hood. Pursue what's good not just for you,
but for your community. It's a model of 1ife
that works,

OUTSIDE INTERESTS:

I 1ike to attend baseball and basketball
games. It is a challenge to see if you can
get in for free and get the best seat you
possibly can!

Tris is extremely proud of his community and
its people's ability to surmount problems.




Notes

Bon appetit! ALAN BALSAM ('82), Nutrition
Project Director for Somerville-Cambridge
Elder Services and Adjunct Instructor in
Public Health at BUSPH, was a winner of
this year's Nutrition Action Awards. The
award was presented by the Society of Nu-
trition Education and the U.S. Potato Board
for Balsam's program, New Horizons New
Nutrition Recipe Contest, sponsored by the
Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services.

Take a ride on the Reading; if you pass, GO...

JOAN BELSON ('82), formerly New England Re-
gional Nurse Consultant for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, Job Corps, recently became
the Director of Health for the Town of
Reading, MA.

The Boston Guild for the Hard of Hearing was
featured in the Brookline Chronicle. Kevin
Donahue ('79) is Executive Director of the
66-year-old private nonprofit center. The
Guild offers "counseling, advocacy, rehabi-
litation, lip-reading instruction, auditory
training, and industrial and school auditory
screening programs for the hard of hearing."

Another country (or part of) heard from...
Congratulations to RUTH FRARY ('80) of
Atlanta, GA. Ruth has recently become the
Assistant Nurse Coordinator for the national

firm of Crawford Rehabilitation Services, Inc.

Ruth also has joined the newly organized
BU Alumni Club in Atlanta and promises to

keep us informed of what their group is doing.

SUE GALLAGHER ('80) and SANDY GOODENOUGH
('81) will be presenting a paper at the APHA
meeting on "Childhood Injury Rates in Massa-
chusetts," an epidemiologic study. Sue will
be presenting a second paper on "Home Injury
Prevention Programs for Children." Sandy
has moved across town to the Sidney Farber
Cancer Institute. She is now the Project
Coordinator on a grant entitled, "Demonstra-
tion and Evaluation of a Research Management
Resource."

Equal time for our midwestern wanderers...
RICKI ISRALOWITZ ('78) writes to say that
contrary to popular opinion, Cleveland is
not the end of the world, and in fact she
is finding it and motherhood (Apprentice
Child Development Specialist) quite
satisfactory. Daniel was born in June,
1981. In her new role, Ricki reports that
she is finding "numerous opportunities to
apply almost all the skills learned from
previous careers!"

The southward exodus continues as reported
by JANICE KORNFELD ('80) who has moved to
Florida where her physician husband has

set up practice and where her second child
will be born. She looks forward to warm
weather all year long. We'll call her next
August for a confirmation of that statement.

From the BU river banks... LOIS NUNEZ ('82)
has become the Assistant Dean for Academic
Services at Sargent College. Welcome to the
other side of the door.

A11 in the family... ANNIE POLCARI ('81)

has become the New England Regional Nurse
Consultant for the U.S. Department of Labor,
Job Corps, a popular position for BU MPHers.

One moo time... PETER REICH ('80), free-
lance writer and part-time BUSPH faculty
member, has struck his typewriter again.
This time he aimed it at The New York Times
with a rebuttal on the status of good ol’
milk. He offered suggestions as to how the
quality of the product and the plight of
dairymen could be improved.(NYT, July 8)
Peter is presently writing a book on milk.

SHERYL RIMER ('82) will be presenting a
paper at the APHA meeting on "The Impact of
Clinical Data Collection on Administrative
Decisions: The Case of Cardiovascular Di-
agnoses." Upon receiving her MPH degree,
Sheryl was promoted to Assistant Professor
in the Health Record Administration Program
at Northeastern. She has also lectured in
our "Case Mix Analysis" course.



JEANNINE RIVET ('81) now twice gracing the
pages of this paper has become Director of
Clinical Services at Group Health Associa-
tion in Washington, D.C. She was previously
Associate Director, Health Center Adminis-
tration, at Rhode Island Group Health
Association.

NORMAN ROSENBERG ('79) surfaces from Boca
Raton, Florida where he is an assistant

professor at the Florida Atlantic Universityi

He is using George Annas' and Leonard
Glantz's two books, The Rights of Doctors,
Nurses and Allied Health Professionals and
The Rights of Hospital Patients for his
class 1n health law.

STEVE WEINSTEIN ('82) is now the Director
of Health in Winchester, MA. Steve was
formerly the Infection Control Officer at
the Faulkner Hospital.

BUSPH has invaded the MPHA! ROBERT MURPHY
('81) is chair of the Environmental and
Occupational Health Section; ALAN BALSAM
is chair of the Food and Nutrition Section;
STEVE WEINSTEIN is chair-elect of the Epi-
demiology and Lab Sciences Section; two
of our students (Carol de Groot and Jane
Karp) hold other Section positions, and
Sandy Lamb, a part-time faculty member,

is chair-elect of the Medical Care Section.

Afttairs

Environmental Health

THE D.0.ings... On October 1, Dave Ozonoff
became president-elect of the MPHA. He
will assume the presidency at the annual
MPHA meeting in the fall of 1983. Ozonoff
will be lecturing in the Lowell Lecture
Series at the New England Aquarium on No-
vember 4 about the health aspects of hazar-
dous waste. He will also appear in print
in an interview to be published shortly in
the magazine Dollars and Sense; his topic
will be the environmental causes of cancer.

_————‘

The state has chosen BUSPH to do a cémpre-
hensive study of residents Tiving near the
former Silresim Corp. in Lowell. Dave will
be project manager of the Study which will
determine if residents near the abandoned
hazardous waste site suffer from adverse
health effects.

John Groopman and Gerry Wogan of MIT are
initiating a collaboration with MRC Labo-
ratories in Fajara, Gambia to look at people
exposed to aflatoxin Bl which is associated
with Tiver cancer in that region. Aflatoxin

Bl is a mold-spoilage contaminant found in
grains.

John_was also recently elected to the
American Association for Cancer Research.

And finally, Dave received a letter ad-
dressed to him in care of "Boston University
School of Plastic Health." Without being
asked to comment, he replied, "OQur reputa-
tion for flexibility is well known. We

are molding our students' careers."

NEW COURSES THIS FALL... Daniel Liberman,
Ph.D., a Biohazard Assessment Officer for
the Environmental Medical Service at MIT is
teaching "Environmental Microbiology." He
is also director of the Biological Assess-
ment Laboratory, a lab that assesses the
risks involved in bio-research.

Eliot Epstein and Joel Alpert are teaching
a course in "Soil Pollution." Both Epstein
and Alpert are environmental consultants
and SPH students.

Epidemiology and Biostatistics

Ted Colton recently celebrated the birth

of his journal, Statistics in Medicine.

John Wiley & Sons were the proud godparents.
Editor Colton and his two co-editors were
resting comfortably but not for long. This
is going to be a gquarterly event:

Arthur Schatzkin and Adrienne Cupples will
be presenting a paper on "Risk Factors for
Sudden Coronary Death" at the APHA meeting.




Health Law

A cheer or better yet a chair for George
Annas who has been named the Edward Utley
Professor of Health Law. George spent
August in Australia, not on the beach, but
at the Fourth International Conference of
the Societies for the Right to Die. He
gave one of the major addresses on "Life,
Liberty and the Pursuit of Death.”

Both George and Leonard Glantz appeared at
the Public Responsibility in Medicine and
Research (PRIM&R) conference on October 10
and 11 at Suffolk University. George gave
the luncheon address on Sunday on "The Uses
of Paternalism...." Leonard will be in-
volved in several panels and workshops:

one on "Adjuncts to IRB Review" and another
on "Special Population Discussion Groups."

On September 23 and 24 George and David
were in Washington moderating a conference
on "Food Safety Laws: Delaney and Other
Dilemmas." BUSPH sponsored and organized
the conference. Speakers included Con-
gressman Albert Gore; Sanford Miller, Di-
rector, Bureau of Foods, FDA; and Sidney
Wolfe, Director, Public Citizens Health
Research Group. More to follow in next
issue. George and David will also be pre-
senting a paper on the Delaney Clause at
the APHA meeting.

NEW COURSES... Next semester the Health
Law Section will be offering a course on
"Corporate Management of Risks to Health
Safety and Environment: taught by Michael
Baram. L.L.B., a new full-time professor
in this Section. Baram is also an adjunct
professor at the BU Law School. He will
be teaching another course in January with
George and David on "Environmental Health
Policy."

Health Systems

01d News but Good News... Allan Meyers,

Bob Master, Priscilla Dasse (SPH student),
John Jainchill and Bill Bicknell will be
presenting a symposium on "Administratively
Necessary Days for Older Patients" at the
Gerontological Society of America meeting
in November. (See listing in Calendar
Section.) Allan will also be speaking on
"“Drinking and Driving among the Elderly"

at the GSA meeting. On November 4, Allan
will again be presenting a paper, this

time on "Alcohol-Related Crime in the E1-
derly" at the American Society of Crimino-
logy meeting in Toronto. Four days later
he will be at the Coatesville, Pennsylvania
V.A. Hospital conference on Substance

Use and Abuse speaking on "Problem-Drinking
in the Elderly."

To more sobering thoughts... The Urban Me-
dical Group has been awarded a three-year
grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion for a study entitled “Independent Li-
ving Primary Care Program." Marie Feltin
who teaches the "Issues in Long-Term Care
for the Elderly and Chronically Disabled"
course is the principal investigator. Allan
Meyers will be directing the research com-
ponent of the grant. They will study a
system of primary care for disabled people
who are living independently, one that is
responsive to the needs of the disabled,
keeps them out of the hospital, and is
less expensive.

CHANGES. . .Courses...Faculty.... Susan
Wilner, one of our first SPH grads, has
become a full-time faculty member in the
Health Systems Section. After receiving
her MPH, Sue went on to get her doctorate
from Harvard. She will continue to main-
tain her position as Director of the De-
partment of Health Education and Promotion
at Harvard Community Health Plan.

Several new two-credit courses in Health
Systems are being offered this semester:
One is an introductory course in micro-
computers taught by Philip Paul, president
of a management consulting firm. The

other is a course in media techniques
taught by Jerry Glickman and Terry Field
of the BUMC Educational Media Center.
These courses were developed in response
to student requests at a Section meeting.

The international health component of the
Systems Section is expanding its course
offerings. Freya Olafson, Chief of the
Women's Programs Division of the Pathfinder
Fund is teaching a course on "Population,
Demography and Family Planning." Dr. Rex
Fendall, Professor Emeritus at the Liverpool
School of Tropical Medicine and author of
many books and articles, will be coming
from England to teach an intensive course

Kl i




in "Primary Health Care in Developing Coun-
tries." A certificate course in interna-
tional health is in the planning stages for
next summer.

New courses on schedule for spring semester:
"Medical Care Cost Containment;" "Hospitals:
Structures, Functions and Issues;" "Quality
Assurance in Health Services Delivery."

Social and Behavioral Sciences

Drinking and driving is a subject that has
received tremendous attentidn lately.
Twenty-seven states have changed their
drinking and driving laws in the last year.
BUSPH has been ahead of the sixpack in re-
search on the effects of these laws. For
several years, Ralph Hingson and other
faculty members and research staff have
been studying the drinking laws and acci-
dent patterns in Maine, Massachusetts and
Maryland. They are also researching teen-
age drinking and accidents in Mass.; and
alcoholics in the industrial setting, a
project studying different treatment
programs. The School is in the last year
of analysis of two studies funded by NIAAA:
Maternal Habits During Pregnancy and Fetal
Development, and Life Satisfactions and
Drinking Practices in the Boston Metropo-
litan Area. Ralph will be speaking on the
change in the Massachusetts drinking age
at the APHA meeting.

From the

And speaking of speaking, on Oct. 7, Hingson
had a press seminar in Washington on jthe
study of maternal alcohol and marijuana

use during pregnancy. The seminar was
sponsored by NIAAA and NIDA.

Jim Sorenson has been very committeed these
last few months. He was elected to the No-
minations Committee of the American Socio-
logical Association's Medical Sociology
Section. He was also appointed to the Men-
tal Health Section Program Planning Com-
mittee of the MPHA, and the Advisory Com-
mittee of the Sickle Cell Division of the
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute,
NIH. This advisory committee is overseeing
a national study of the impact and effec-
tiveness of sickle cell trait screening
programs. Dorothy Wertz, a National
Science Foundation post-doctorate fellow,
is working with Sorenson in the area of
genetics and new reproductive technologies.

Despite his busy schedule, Jim still finds
time to pursue gastric delicacies, and
leaves us with this tip: "The escargots
at the Barley Neck Inn in Orleans on the
Cape are excellent. They are prepared in
the Burgundian way, i.e., butter, finely
chopped shallots, garlic and freshly
squeezed lemon juice."

School of Public Health ...

As many of you know, Doug Decker has re-
signed from the School to start his own
consulting firm, Mackie-Decker Associates.
The company is located in Newton and serves
hospitals and HMOs in the New England area.
Doug played an important role in the devel-

opment of the School; we wish him success in

his endeavor.

For the second year, BUSPH has awarded trai-

neeship grants to its students. The awards
are based on need and are given in the form
of tuition assistance. Every student who
applied for a grant was able to receive

some aid. However, because of federal
budgetary cuts, the amount distributed was
50% less than last year.

Thanks to the generosity of Lechmere Sales
Corp., two police officers have been given
the opportunity to enroll in the School.
Lechmere made the scholarships available to
officers in towns where Lechmere stores are
located. Michael Tessier from the Manches-
ter New Hampshire Police Department and
Michael Giacoppo from the Cambridge Police
Department are attending the School part-
time this semester.




If you want next semester's course listing,
please call Barbara St. Onge (247-6016).
Classes begin mid-January. Remember, alumni
can audit courses (subject to instructor
approval) for $25.

Our new catalogs for the 1983-1984 school
year are in stock. If you want one or would
like one for a friend, call the School
office (247-6016).

Alumni have always played an important role
in recruiting applicants and we hope you will
continue to do so. Many of you work in
health care settings, with highly qualified
people who may be interested in graduate
education in public health but unaware of
our School. Please advise them to call or
write for a catalog. Our admissions office
would be happy to help them.

A

Calenda;: PR

OCTOBER 21-23

AMBULATORY CARE: ORGANIZATION, REIMBURSEMENT,
MANAGEMENT

Sheraton-Boston Hotel, Boston, MA
Sponsored by Aspen Systems Corporation
For more information: (301) 251-5000

OCTOBER 25 one day seminar
THE ART OF NEGOTIATING AND WOMEN

The Colonnade Hotel, Boston
Sponsored by Negotiation Institute, Inc.
For more information: (212) 986-5555

NOVEMBER 12, 13

CLINICAL APPLICATIONS OF RESEARCH IN INFANT/
PARENT RELATIONSHIPS

Boston Institute for the Development of In-
fants and Parents, Inc., 7th Annual
Conference

Pine Manor College, Chestnut Hill

For more information, call: Human Relations
Service, Inc. 235-4950

BETH SHEARER ('80) will give one of the main
addresses.

NOVEMBER 14-18
AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION MEETING

Montreal, Canada
For registration forms, call MPHA: 442-2208
For more information, call APHA: 202-789-560C.

BUSPH will be part of a large reception on
Monday, November 15 from 6:00-7:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 19-23

THE GERONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA
MEETING

Sheraton-Boston Hotel, Boston

For more information, contact GSA,
1835 K St., NW, Suite 305
Washington, DC 20006

NOVEMBER 30, DECEMBER 1, 2

FALL COMMUNITY HEALTH INSTITUTE
Place to be held not yet decided

Tentative Topics include: Fiscal and Time
Management, Prevention/Promotion Strategies
and Clinical Seminars

Sponsored by the Massachusetts
Community Health Centers
For more information: 426-2225

League of

Our next issue is planned for early next year.
If you have any news that's printable,

please send it to: Mary Ellen Keough,

209 C1iff Ave., Winthrop, MA 02152 or call

her at work (617) 569-5800 X150.
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