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OUTLINE OF THE NEW EVANGELISM -

T. The Church and The New Evangelism.
a. The day of revival 1s not over.
b. A duty, obligatiom and privilege.
1. The Church believeg In and stands for Evangelism,g

2. A means of expression for sane and worthy Christ-j
lans. _
1,

3. New Evangelism means proper training for childreni
fi

4, It is a work in which every individual can par- |
ticipate. i

5. Falth a cardinal necessity. iy

II. The Church and Her Golden Opportunity.
a. The Church must not and will not ‘fall.

b. Her goal is for soclety as well as the indl-
vidual.

1. The greatest opportunity in the Christlan Era.

2. The opportunity carries responsibllity commen-
surate with its greatness.

3, God is counting on, Hhs Church.
a. Will we fail Him?

III.The Necéssary Cross and The New Evangelism. '

a. The modern significance of the cross.

b. What it involves for each Christian. ¢
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1. The cross keeps us mdndful of our tasks.

2., The cross borne only by brave and courageous
Christians.

3. Sympathetlc and patient followers must needs
always carry the cross.

4, Herein 1g true sgatisfactlon found.

IV. The New Evangelism and Its Crown.
a. Type not limited.

b. A crown not of thorns but a triumphant in-
vigible crown.

1. The Ideal Church-- Kingdom of God on Earth.

2. The crown not material, not won, not merited.

a. Nor ig it for a few select Churches or
individuals.

!

3, Methods and means of retaining the crown.

- a» The true vision wlll save the Church and
the individual.
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THE NEW EVANGELISM

; 1. The Church and The New Evangelism.

|
L;
i

ji
¥
:

i Ministers of high authority and high
standing are taking the attitude "that the day of the
revival 1s over". This belief, while in the extreme

'minority, should be refuted. The soul of any Church

)
+

y does not fathom the depths of His love nor rise to the

"mowntaln peaks" of experience, unless it is continually“

. h
expressing the redeeming and saving power of Gdd. This

' I contend is the duty, the solemn obligation, and the [
4 H
tglorious privilege of every institution worthy the name |

of the Church. The New Evangelism 1s not altogether

%

Py

i d1fferent from the revival splrit which stirred our fa- q

gthers and sent them out to proclaim a saving gospel. h

]lThe method may be changing and the'emphasis shifting' !

}but the spiritual position or attitude of the. Church ig v

; : I
fnot changing. The soul of the only institution in all |

the world, whlch concerng itself primabily with the sav-,

iing of humanity here and now as well as the future, de-
pends upon 1tg gpiritual fervor. In the wolghty words

'0f Parker S. Cadman I define what I term the "New Evans

1
[t

gelism". "The expression of the aggressive and redeem-

1ing spirit of the Christian Gospel'.
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‘public services, and to appeal to her to ald avery civ-

1 her power that .her assistance should be so sedulously

; gought. But the danger is that she may come to be re-

the Church a minor task; her main éoncern is the supply

My cagﬁid opinion Es ﬁgat the Church at léfge be- ﬁ
llieves in the New Evangelism, and the Gospel is the |
gource of that Evangelism. "Wé nust not forget that

the Gospel is the Church'slunique contribution to the |

world. Thére is a tendency to-employ her in a host of

ic and soclal movement. It is, no doubt, a tribute %o

garded mepely as one among the florces for soclal welfarse.
Religion, however, ls not primarily gsomething useful

but something fruitful. It ig not a means of improving}
mankind alongside of other means, such as, education,
art, polltics and morality; it ls the parent of them alli-
~-their fountain of life. It-.is not one among several
factors cultivating the goil of humanity; it is tae
source of its fertility. We -are busy today directing
the flow of” Christian motived into many trenches to ir-

rigate tracts of life which hitherto have been desert.

ey

And thls must be done. But digging such ditches is for |

of the spiritual stream. An earlier generation often
had a coplous river confined within far too few ditches;

we may find ourselves with a vast system of trenches andj

L]

only a trickle in them. The 1iving water is the Spinit l .




] 5

m——— L

B s

of God, who enters and fructifies the spirits of men.

‘I' ; The paramount duty of the Shurch ls not to stir men to g
: ,

{ nunber of endeavors, however useful, but to bring them

God, thelr Saviour and their Captain in the salvation og
kv
i the world". (Henry Sloane Coffin, "In a day of Social Ré-

i building"). Much has been sald in the last decade con-

{ cerning the conservatiem of the Church. Because she re-

fuses to throw overboard all her heritage, and accept
"new thot" and "new theory" she is called conservative. |
Is 1t not suftficient to say thdt any organlization which
moves from obscurity to universal recognition in 1900
years 1s progresgssive? Thru her "Martyrdom", persecution
and triumph she has c¢lung to her best. Every age has
recelived from her nuggets of gold. And she, like the
groom at the wedding in Cana of Galllee, has saved the
best untll now. That is & Church wlth its evangelistlc

Lprogram which will meet all the needs of gll who seek
her shelter, which can bestow more blessings than ever J
before. And the bestowing of eternal gi;ts is fundamgntf
2l to the 1life of Chrigtianity itself.

! The Church believes in evangellsm for she does not
" desire to deny the truth. Sacred hlstory telld of the
. { outpouring of the love of God on Hls children as they |

were all together in one places The wrlter of the Acts

RS gy s e =

_must have been present and nof only have &een but exper- . .
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tation from the prophet, 'I will pour out my spirit', as!

| slmilar desires and attitudes has likewise experienced

= = = _ e T —— ==

lenced the spirit of Pentecost. He records Peter's quo-

T TR T

the cause of that unusual blegsing. Thatimique day hag r
been lived and relived bw Chrigtians whose pasgsion was .

to kmow and do His whole bidding. Each geheration with i

Hig Holy Spirit. Thinking minds will gather more than

h
Al
#

|

jans whose sole purpose was to bring the mighty Pentecosg

the sound of a rushing wind or the tongues of flames

which sat upon the disciples. They see a body of Christ

to thelr generation. Pergonal and individual testimony
set aflame by Divine Authority brought the great awaken-
ing among them. Doeg not this reveal to us the unusual
opportunity which i3 ours if we set about to work and
testify for Him, personally and individually? §enteoost‘

then was not the 'ready-made' nor was it the "hand-me-

|
!
1

» down' affair which only the indolent look for, but it

| was the natural experience which must follow such endeav

to save and revive, and as Bilshop has so. flttingly state

+

tor. The lndividual whose 1ife has been changed and trang-

formed, and whoge experilence ig the best &vidence or ar-

gunent for that conversion does not doubt God's power-

=4 S

in his Letters on Evangellism that 'All Christians are
called to he evangelists. If you will think a moment,
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I am sure you will see and feel that every Christian is

called to be an evangelist. Mind you, I do not pre-

—tEe,

| seribe any speclgl form of evangelism; I contend only
j that he who really gets the Gospel 1s under obligation
to give the Gospel. In the New Testament the twelve

went on Gospel jowrneys, ans sgo did the seventy. Peter |

preached, and so did the Gadarene demoniac whom Jesus
would not allow to enter public service. Read that ;
story in the flirst chapter of John which recites the
beginning of Christlan evangelism. The Baptist finds

| Jesus and says, 'Behold'. Andrew finds Jesus and saya

1 to Simon, 'We have found the Messias'. Philip finds é
Jegus and says to Nathaniel, 'Come and see'. Confessionl|
and evangellsm are here so near together that 1t_}s hard
to tell where the one jJoinsg the other". So the Church

with her rich experlence in the Frealm o0f evangelism doesl

not forget, nor does she disbelleve. But hee experlence]

;testifies ofnher belief in the New Evangelism.

[+

The New Evangellsm eompels Oﬁristians to express

a sane and worthy spirit of redemption. Body, mind and

soul are humanity's trinity. These three, but the great-

= s =

egst of thege is Hig soul. The body cannolt be ilgnored,

= =

neither can the mind be neglected if we are to bé redeem-
ed in the fullest sense. Faif-minded men, regardiess of

Ltheir social or. financial standing-axe seeping-that the—
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Church wants to adopt more fully Christ's attltude to-

ward the man who spends hilg body and mind for soclety
in which he lives. They have become the champions of
the dootrine that 'man in his totality must be saved
and made more like the Chrigt'. Flrst things must re-
tain thelr rank an@ thelr position. Men must be regard-
ed as such and placed above all things else. Personél-
1ty or humanity should always be above financial profit.
Jesus asked, 'What shall 1t profit a man if he gain the
whole world and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man
give in exchange for his goul?' And too from His teach-

ing we learn that a man 'is of more value than the grass

the sparrow, the sheep'. (Horne). The great trouble wit?

Dlves, the money-changers, the husbandmen of the vine-
yards, was not that they were making money but that they
were dolng so at the expense of immortal men. We as a

Church are to labor for things that are lasting and eter

nal things that perish not. We are to lay up treasures |

in Heaven. Thls is done as Van Dyke suggests in 'The
Mansion' by the material we send over there. Men who
possess wealth and authority are learning thru the Churc
and its New Evangelism that men and not money is tﬁe ete
nal entity. The one question which we must ever keep be
fore all men is 'will 1t pay' as an investment for God

and_His_children. _If not, shun it. for we would nof.mar.
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His masterpiecs of work, humanity. |

Our age 18 to see that the children are gliven a pro-
iper religious training. MNore fully do we understand His|
words 'for of such is the Kingdom of God' than did our

{fathers. The dally prayer of every Sunday School teach-

jer should be 'Lord, speak to me that I may speak'. Thig!

b?

jprayer is not suggested as a substitute for individual

?study or prepararion. With so much standard informatlon

jand comment upon the lesson a teacher's holy aim should

be to 'think His thots after Him'. To so thoroughly mas
Eter the lesson that it lives and grows first of all in l

his own life, then will it live in the lives of hils schoﬁ-
ars. The ecall of the Church today -is 'give us competentk
teaching forces in the pulpit and in the Sunday School

'and we will give you the finighed product of boyhood and
lgirlhood'. The colleges, the schools of religious edu-~ |

l

catlon and the geminaries. are answering back, 'We will ;

do our best to supply your demand with efficlently traln-

1

.64 men and women'.

1 Child psychology is yet in its Infancy, but we have
i

i1 earned the necessity of making proper lmpressions at they
[

fppportune time. The child soul crles, 'We are resting
‘because we rest in thee'. The New Evangelism will so fill
i

the lives of our coming heneration with good that the evy;

llWill be less inviting, less attractive and less destruc-{ = =
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{ Church must ‘set about to train that unlimited power. To
| direct 1t in the proper courses. Give our boyé and girlg

v'something to do, something to accomplish and a goal to

f tience and the best of us are not overly-stocked with this

particular asset. Is 1t not well that most of us pray

‘for? The outstanding characteristlic of adolescence is

tlve, Maturally, the child belongs to God, and who‘wilh
dare to deprive the child of 1ts heavenly parent. Too *
much has been left to chance in connection with the,né-';
liglous training and development of young life. And why%
Simply because the child has hednbeen understood. The
sacred command of our day isto study to know our boys

and glrls. Ask ourselves again and again 'why do they
act as they do?' If at first we do not understand ask

agafn. There 1s a reason, and our task as religionists

is to make the discovery. Having made the discovery the

]
reach. It is surprlsing to see what they are capable of,
doing. In their efforts, at. first, they may not be so
adept as older ones but glve them time and the outcome

wlll be more than sasisfactory. Of course, 1t takes pa.-

for-patience instead of the things we have -been praying

the group spirit. On the féce of it there seems to be
a spirit of selfishness., and .so. there i1s. But that very|
attitude can be changed and transformed for the common

good, even outside of the group. In the guldance of_thefe

Bl e
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; young minds, let us show to them that they are immortal '
! belngs dealing here and now with others of their kind.

]
}

That life must be spent in the service of God and man.

{ Just as the preparatory or high school furnishes mater-

1 _
the Sunday School furnigh material for the Church. In-

1struotor, remember that a group will gtudy you the same
b i

lag you study the group, and do not expect too much from |

i}

boys and girls; but bear in mind what Bishop Leonard

people and their religious 1life it is neither right nor
falr that the same type of religious experience shall be

' expected of them that is to be found in persons of matur

=V

life and erperience. If it takes ten years for nature

1to trensform the body of a boy into that of a man, we |
. .
1should be very patlent with the seemingly slow progress |

of our young people in moral and spiritual development.

RI==

jThis does not mean, however, that the religlous experleng
ges of youth are not as clear and distinct as are those
Por Tater life.

Q They are undoubtedly just as elear and just ag real

i
1’bu.t they are the experlences of youth and not thoge of

old age.' Then will you not ‘study t& show yourgelf ap-!

! 1
. proved of God'? !

;
!

Caea—ne— gy c T =4

ial for the higher ingtitutlons of learning, so also doep

said, 'Religlous experience grows. In dealing with younf

How many. people.did nersonal. on indilridllalwwo.rkz-ofwir.— -
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j some type for our government durlng 1917 and 1918? Al-
fmost as many as live withln ouwr borders. And why? Pri-
imarily they felt that they must do something to win the |
struggle. The welfare of our grand and noble men over |
there depended upon it. The world was calling us to our'
;individyal tagks, and many of us belleved that God too |
was calling us. Are we gullty of dolng for the state

what we fall to do for the Christ? Those early Christ-

e
jians of the second and third centuries put Christ first

¥
éin their lives. Thelr individual efforts and testimonieg
5§
‘were winning people to the better life. Is it not true

jthat the personal touch has played a great part in Christ-

lanity? Jesus sought and found Hid disciples in this ma%

ner. We need go no forther for concluslive evidence as !

e e ok e

§
{regards the effectlveness of thls method. It is a sad §

; ;
{fact that many Christians fall to ever speak with indivigd-

1

il
juals of their equal rank and like profession or trade. ﬂ
y

It may be that some of these people wlll uselessly spend.

eternity looking for someone whom they have helped into
{the new 1ife. Or will they sit 1dly by and say'it is

jugelegs for me to search for anyone whom I helped to comg
;here, for I never did any personal work for my Master. I:
ilt fair to adopt the boys' philogophy 'take somebody you?

?size'? Pay the price and bring him to Jesus. Remember

L L e = = = == — B e = - T

|

J

;Ehere is an mvenue that leads to every life. Someone
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can walk that géidenhstreéi: and that someone may be you
Who are to do thig individual work in the Church? Some |
may have suggested that individualswork for our nation |
fapplies only to army officeré and government employeeg.
But the majority of citizens did not elude their respon'-|

isibilities in that manner. How far should this policy

W

;extend among Christian people? From. the youngest to the
Joldest. Soulawinning should be the department in which |

every Chrlgtian should major or speclalize. 'Too many

have regarded thls phase of work as optional rather thanL
required.' (Edwards). It is not for the lnner circls i

{

alone but for the entire membership. It is the life andi

k
breath of all. It alone cam bring peace which passes

"

all understanding. The gervant of God who specializes

in this field knows what men have meabt as they have ﬁ

talked about 'experience'. It is not sufificient for the;

i

ﬁminigterrang the official members alone to catch the !

ﬂsignificance‘of personal work, but everyone working in
fthis manner. !

;n
In the New Evangelism the Church has falth. Fafth=4

 that she shall win. gkeptics regarding this type of Wort
i : i
land the method suggested will not add materially to the ﬂ

success of the campaign. Occasionally men and women are,
i
l heard to say, 'Well, I did not think it was pesgsible for;

_h.

| 80 many to be brot to the Redeemer‘. He who has gone |

st T . R L e

; i




-14

| thru such periods doesg not doubt that the New Evangellm@
| of the occasion with God's help and assligtance we can

I has falth in a triumphant evangelism. Her soul must 1ilvie

I} Lism alone &g the key to our problem. It alone will

| New Evangelism. We cannot live oh our past records. Norj

| Methodists. There must needs be that inspiration which

will lock our heart's door and let tle love of Chrisi

!

will work. If we are not in the proper mood or gpirit w

i
eatch the vision and rejoice in our work. The Church |

and the only pergcription adequate for her -ailment ig th

[

can we exist by reiterating the heroic deeds of pioneer |

will 1ift. us as the moon. l1ifts the tide. The New Evange

save men and women from thelr sins. It alone will preseprve

i
and keep our youth in the 'narrow way'. It alone will |

keep alive the Christ passion for the unsaved. It alone!

flow out into other lives.
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® : II. The Church and Her Golden Oppprtunity. f‘

. Heretofore New Evangelisgm was defined aé,
g 'The Expression of The Aggressive and Redeeming Spirit
flof The Christian Gospel'. We saw how the Church had

; geown and developed when thig megsage was uppermost in

| her program. No persecution, no threats, no temptation
could cause her to fall so long as she clung fto these i
cardinal principles. Ourvcontention was that the Churchi
at large believed in khhe New Evangelism. Truly she is t
called to take a part in the betterment of social conai-’ﬁ

tions, lin the purifying of politics, both local and na-

o ety

‘tional, and in the solving of Iindustrial questions. In i

the last -analysis what do these signify? What good will
it bring about? Cannot one specific gtatement serve as
an answer? namely, 'The salvation of sveilety's Let us
not forget that the individual is the fundamental unit
of soclety and that he must stand ready to function and
| serme in every way possible. We ventured the stabement

that the welfare of the soul of the Church depended upohn

L e

| the spirit of sane, practical and progressive evangellsm

s

sorrow; remorse and regret come to the human heart not

because mankind failsg to see the ppportunity but because

. . _ihe falls to avail himgelf of the opportunity. How many |
m-“_ ’ 5 =TT e ——— E e i n 4 -
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men and women between the ages of thirty-five and forty

| j

; wish that they had gone to college? New positlons, new .

I
possibilitlies are ever coming before them. Quite large-|

1ly are they unable to enter into the 'greater life' be- |

! cause they failed to make the most of the opportunity )

b
| for a college education. Is it logleal and conculsive
E evidence to accept their statement, 'I didn't have the

opportunity of a Unlversity career'? In the majority of

cases we belleve that they had just as good an opportun-

ﬂ@ty ag the average college man or woman, but failed to

avail themselves of 1it. i
The Churches which are wide-awake and aggressive E
|

will recognize the greatest opportunity in nineteen hun-!

i Ared years of Christianity. Not a geagon nor a chosen

=y e

Tday, but every day.

It

{ And Just as Bishop McDowell says in 'Good Ministers

| . ,
lof Jesus Chrigt' that 'every day with God is the Day of

{
| | |
E: i]Salvation. Many men fall victims to the disease of per-?
;5 ﬁioai,city, the ailment of times and seasons. They look |
%1 ;for conversiong, they expect men to turn to God in Jan-
?' ﬁuary, in Lent, or when the evangelist is in towm, or once
ﬁin every flve or ten years; or accasionally at an evening
’. _service. They remember that Nicodemus came t0 the Lord
%tw night, and conclude that is the only time of day to
I




i3 nat heavy, His arm is not shortened, and His heart is

¥ means of  hls wirelegs apparatus. -Moving wareheuges sall

— e e S — — 17
come, as though getting religion were like wearing a |
dress sult, not to be thought of until &fter six o'clock
in the evening. They talk or at least tﬁink of the Lord
as having set times to visit Zion for the redemption of |

people. When conversions do occur they rejoice in havingk

W

struck a get time; when none occur, they resign themselv
plously to the belief that this &s not His set time. NoW
I have a lot ef patience with a lot of theology with whi
I do not agree, but I have no patience at all with -thig |
theology. It has no reputable standing in any gygtem. ‘
Every day with God la the day of Balvation, every season

ls the season of His presence to save the lost. His ean

not unwilling on any day., The gates of His mercy stand
open day and night, every day and every night. The Good
Shepherd %s Ebrever hunting the sheep that are lost on
the mountains, the Great Physician forever Healing the
hurt of His people.' Every few days the apparently im-
posgible thing is being done in the world about us. The:
airman can fly from the Pacific to the Atlantic, a dis- |
tance of over three thousand miles, In less than thirty-
four hours. In eveéery vil.age and hamplet some mere boy

ls capable of taking the latest news from. the air by

WETTE = S g - o o » o N o —— = - =
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i from our ports to every famine-stricken country in the

1
g world. The railroads are capable of bringing from- the

B

f Limitless farms their abounding crops. Education is a-

{ dopting the practisal and the helpful stulies for our

youth. By scientific mental examinations the psycholo-

| gist 1s able to place the pupil in the proper department
I

of owr schools. Thus our youth will become the mogt sert
! |
viceable to our age as well as the future generations. !

Newspapers and magazines are quite as popular now among

rural people as they are among clty folk. So th: endless
i chain of 1lllustrations concerning the great and big and i
good things of our age goes on. It all proves the great,
| opportunities in every field. Gredt is that Church whioh
| recognizes 1its greatness. The noblest work of God's Son“
| vas the training of theé .htman soul for 1ts fullest devel;

opment. Those who have followed His example ever since g

! ;i
ahave caught a similar vision. The greatness of our grea%

ﬂ

opportunity lies in the fact that we have inherited the

w

treaspures of nineteen hundred years of Ghristian think- #

j
ing, Christian conduct and Christian living. The great-}

est of all is the fact that as Christians we have in our%
'posgegsion' the Spiritual Chrigt, here and now. Hig

)
. i power of love and persuasion excel all other powers. In;

4

ﬂorder to prove this it is only necessary to glve Him an

actual_chance in our liveg and affairs. __ ... ... .. .4].-.~.=e=_—~-_.
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The di&uﬁﬁgaibéy that inborn gin ﬁaé dooﬁed us is F
k

|

g

1
= e, e e

slowly yet surely giving away to the new mode of sane,

Christian logic that all children everywhere belong to ‘
God. Predestination has about spent itself. JIf men siﬂ?
and go wrong it is because of their choice to do so.
God has endowed His children as moral beings. Moral be-!
i ings must in themselves choose between right and wrong.i
It is not because of 'Adam's sin' that the individual isl

separated from God, but becauss of hig own sin. May ouﬂ

pulplts ring forth the message of freedom of the will. 3
. 3;

| This does not mean, however, that we are to close our |

eyeé to soclal wrong and injustices. It rather means

| that we do all in our power to make soclety a fit place ﬁ
] i
j for the individual to live in. Leaders of God's holy j

4
war,let us teach that the soul and 1life of man is natur-;‘

jally religious, and that 1t cries for a fellowship with i

; |
ii@s Creator. It 1s our task to make_ that fellowshilp posé
1 il
I8lble. St. Augustine was right.when he said, 'Thou, O 1
A |
d

gwe rest In thee', The day that a child beglns to step ;
ﬂaside from the Master'g teaching, that day it beglns to

Lord, hast made us for thyself and we are restless till H

y
. be restless and dissatisfied. As God's representatives g
. ﬁwe must keep our feet in the path that leads heavenward.!

L1t 18 not necessary for them to wander from His fold.
§

11t 18 contrary to His plan end desire. We would not re-
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rmove the rose bush from a fertile and suny flower gar-

»den where warmth and moisture perform their marvelous

!

;duties, to a stony, cold and dark celdar. We would not

1?

tdo po for one year, one month, one week, one day. Don't
you see that it is destructive and detrimental to the

rose bugh to remove it from 1ts natural and ideal home?

b e ]

rYou &lso agree with me that it is destructive and dstri-

=

Jmental to the tender and beautiful flower of mankind to
removp it from the Father's garden. D14 I say to remove'
1t? I also mean to even allow it to be removed. If a |
report ever goeg into our Church paper concerning the num-
.ber who have unlted with the Church, I hope 1t does not
read mostly adults. Boys are small men and girlsg are
'small women. Tomorrow they will be blooming into man-
:hood and womanhood. If they have been removed from the

?Father g landscape garden, their growth will be limited
Ja
i

‘in direct proporticn to the time spent in the undesirable

places. k
f
Wes there ever a time when our opportunity was greaﬁ-

EER

er to win men and women to God than now? When were cap-;
&

¢ ‘
table men more willing to go” forth and win others of thekn

kind than now? When have men reallzed more Filly just

)

t
&

.

'what the word success meansg in this life? It 1s not

wealth, fame, intellect, nor scecial standing alone. The

-~
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¢ emphaals that should be placed upon a redemptive salva-

1 and you wlll be surprised to know that one thing above
, everything else reigns in that life. And what is that

PR

IThe crying need of our day is not so much for men who

{the ghrist. According to H.C. Trumbull individual work !

|Maine to_California and from Minnesota to Florlda. This!

=—=tr—T W = Rl

verdict is 'success is measured by our contribution to '

)

1l
the betterment of moral and spiritual conditions'. Our E

| emphasis upon the care for youth does not minimize the "

1

!
tion. Many there are who know the power of His redeeming
]

grace. Men have been changed and are belng changed in ;

theilr way of thinking and living. Why? Because some foh—

lower of the Christ has told the old, old story in the
new time manner. Apparently some men would have us think
that they were unconcerned regarding the treasures of Go&
ags they are related to their immortal souls. But just
travel that sacred path that leads to their soul life

e

one thing? 'The universal belief in God and His care.'

wlll go forth to win others to Chrigt, but a program
I
which will give them the privilege of dddng so. Con- !

[l
scientiously, I believe that the New Evangelism has Just

such a program for every individual who is a follower ofﬂ
I

!

|is what really counts. He says, 'For ten years I addresé-

ed gatherings of persons in numbers from ten Op fifteen !
!

to five or six thousand each. In thig work I went from

=== .= —

= — ST I e
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' gave me an opportunity to test the relatlve value of

’ speeches to gathered assemblies. Later I have been for ,
. i
Emore than twenty-five years an editor of a religious per-
i

lodical that has had a clrculation of more than a hundred

{ thousand a week during much of the time. Meanwhile I have
;published more than thirty different volumes. Yet, look-

t Ing back upon my work in all these years, I can see more

individupals than I can know of thru all my spoken words |

i
y to thousands upon thousands of persons 1in religlous as- |

Edirect results of good thru my individual efforts with

“ gembllies, or all my written words on the pages of period-

ticala or of books.!' We are agreed, then, that the great-
!
?
., andnnow.

est religlous opportunity of all time is before us here

Opportunity so great as thls must needs carry with

;it grave responsibilities. The fact of the matter 1g

i

Ethat we have heard His call. We have seen His design.

Wie know His desires. Dare we shun any part of duty or

|
neglect any phase of this golden opportunity? Not 1f we)
b

sense the situation as it really is. Why does the father
and mother draw thelr chalrsg closer together after the :
small tots are asleep?. Why do they plan and reason and é
think and pray? What ceuses the tears to flow and thelr

hearts to yearn as the late evening conversation grows? i *

o
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 Is it because 'they' are too much trouble, or do'they’

E worry thelr parents unduly? Is it because father ang
]

%mother are incompetent of properly reafing those chil-

dren? No, not these. It is because they have sensed

I'the responsibllity brot about by those young lives enter-

Eing thq heme. Someone pas saild that 1% 1s not much of a

vltask to let the children 'just grow up' but it's a big !

L task to properly train thems They alone can know who try.

i;Responsibility is no foreign word to the Church. TIts
founder lmew what 1t was to be responsible for those who‘
were lost, or those who were as sheep without a shepherd,

i B]
 or thoge who needed a physiclan. The opportunity of the

' Presldent of the United States will be meaningless if

"with it comes no gense of responsibility. If he keeps

'in mind what the opportunity carries with it he will be

congclous that he is responsible to hls fellow-citlzens

rend to his God. Read his inaugural address and you will
Fdetect & gerlous, prayerful note thru its entirety. Even
gin the realm of political 1life and activity men are more

and more conscious of their responsibility. We have .

placed our narrow interpretation upon the preceding ad- g y m

ministmation. We offered numerous suggestions on how d

[ to run the government. We accused our 'first chief' of
j seeing the opportunity before him and falling to feel th

t
<]
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ﬁresponsibility. Those who seem to know him best tell us
that 'the saddest figure in Amerlca today is Ex-President
E Wilson'. Responsibility has rested heavily ppon him.

' He has stood for noble ideals. His health is broken but
b

H
he has served well, better in all probab.lity than any

1 W
. ’
¢

b other man within our borders. Eiglit tumultuous years
¥ gulding the shlp of state thru the greatest gstorms of all
' higtory 1s no mean record. His opportunity has carried ,
'ftremendous respongibilities. And go we find in every

' walk of 1life men congcious of their duties. The physic-

i
. 1an who is called to perform an operation upon his pat-

, lent cannot help but feel a deep sense of responsibllity
i

trestinf upon him. The Christian instructor as she looks
f into the faces of her large class of children says, 'My,

%what an opportunity is mine'. But to .ake the most of

I
Lit she must realize that under her care and Instruction
i '

are ilmmortal belngs. If she realizes this, her efforts

and conduct will clarify her vision or aim. The minister

e, e s

or layman, as he stands before an audlence, 18 congclous|

"of his limitations and weaknesses. But eager faces are

ﬁ
Eturned towerd him. Hungry souls must be fed Qpon the

®

bread of life. Silently he says, 'My God, accept my k.
. ' thanks for thls the greatestof all opportunithes’. He

| breathes that prayer only when he realizes that human

a
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destinles are being chosen because of his message, eter-

« nal decisions are being made as a result of what he says,
and that men are being lifted a little closer to God be-

i cause of his teaching. Then we come to the ordinary
b
Chrlstian. Maybe he has not held any great official po-

sltlon within his Church. Maybe he has not spoken very
often in prayer meéting. Some might say that he ig only
a minor cog in the great wheel of the Church. But within
his soul there 18 a consciousness that the world has a
right to expect the best and the right things in his con-

duct and life. Occasionally he hag mentioned to his wife

Lwhat a grand opportunity was theirs when the good neigh-
|

Ebor came and spoke to them about the Christ and His redeem-
}ing love. In and thru it all he has ever been aware of

}the fact that responsibility is linked up with his reli-

f

gion. We believe we do not beg the question when we say,

{'What i1s trué of the individual in this particular case

P

'1s algso true of the Church'. Opportunity carries respone-

'sIbllity as well as privilege. On the eve of the battle

of Waterloo (May 1815), it is said that the Duke of Well.
i . .
i ington never slept during the entire night. He rode from.
: :

“end to end of that far-flung English battle camp. He saw

Lhis noble troops and heard their excellent anticipatiqn

‘of victory over Napoleon and his brave men. As he wmnt

»

.
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T_from place to place he must have thought 'what an oppor-

. : tunity is ours'. 'To fight against the militarism which

has so disturbed the peace of Europe for many years. We

, Will win and the good news will reach England and our
Ehoble queen'. Then as the long hours of the night, preﬂl
? ceding a death struggle like that, lengthened into early
j morning his men heard him say as he continued to rige |
from regiment to regiment, 'O, what will England say if
we lose? What will England say 1f we lose?' Soldiers I
marching under the banuer of the cross, we see this glorL
lous day bringing to us unsurpassed opportunities. Our
Ecampaign has been planmned by the Captaln of our salvatioﬁ.

I;We are His Tollowers. We must win in the conflict. LetI

i
‘not our exultation carry us away as we view the golden

‘ppportunity. For there 1s still among us a serious con-'
I
Esciousness of responsibllity and many men and women are |

Ir

: heard to say, '0, what will Jesus say if we lose?' You

i
| agree with me that our responstbility as a Church is )
measgured by our opportunity. We will not desert our lead—

er nor will we shun our responsibllity. -

St s

S.D. Gordon, in hig unique way carries on a conver—

rsation or rather a dialogue between the Angel Gabrlel ,
i
[ ] Yand Christ shortly after His ascension. The climax of

i
jf the story 1s reached when Gabriel asks, 'Well, Master,
b

W.—r.a “-._n_.

'l
I

hat_is, your,plen?, What bave. you dene about. telling the, .. .. .



i
i

|

27 ﬁ

b

 trates quite well the fact that God'g opportunity to dea;

1 who have named Hls name and embraced His teachings. Ang

 today He is counting oh His Bhurch. Let us not forget

gathering. Your assoclate has come to you and taken hol

of your arm andhhurried you ingo the presence of that

EaC

{ world that ydu died for it? What is your plan?‘ The "ﬁ

Master answers, 'I asked Peter and James and John and i
little Seotch Andrew and some more of them down there to;
make it the business of their lives to téil others, and .
those others tell others, etc. until the last man in theh
farthest circle kag heard the story, and felt the thrill,
ing and thralling power of it.' But Gabriel continues,

'Master, but what if they grow tired of doing so and fin

elly fall to tell your story of dying love?' Back comesgi

! the wpndrous voice of Jesus, 'Gabriel, I haven't made any

.m—:-‘-e—.u——-l—\..."..axv'ﬁrzzz‘ ..:r.':

other plans. I am counting on them.' I think this 111u&-

s ._‘—-:"

with men and win them to His Christ is in and thru men

that His Church is made -up of His children.
Has your c¢lose assocliate ever told you what a re-

markable friend he had? Ever told you of that friend's

ability and love and pergonality? Then you have come in

to the presence of that remarkable friend at some socilal

pis

wonderful person. And then he has said, 'I want you to
know my friend Mr. ---'. That type of spirit in the
Christian Church will ultimately win all the world to thé

w._: _.._-._-:i...~ s e T:i
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28 |
wondérfuluFéiend of Mankind if we escort strangers to E
Him and say to them, 'I want you to know thils Friend of

mine. I want to introduce you to Him', In all sincera &
ity it wag not.an easy.task for you to begin to intro- !
duce your assoclates at first, was 1it? When .you were '
fifteen or sixteen it was quite an endeavor to do go, I E
am qulte sure. After a whlle it became one of the joys f
of your life to have your friends meet and get acquaint~%

ed. Much more is this true in the realm of Chrigtian t
living. People are longlng for the time when your in- }

f
fluence and your effort will bring them into theé presence
* \
| of the Chrigt. Would you care to -have as your physician
' & man who had made a discovery that would heal dlsease

; and then refuse to tell other men of his discovery? T

am quite sure you would not. The ethics of his profes-?

h

1
can use it for the saving of humen life. Have we Christ;

slon require him to impart his dilscovery to those who [

lans made any discoveries concerning the power that will
cleanse and heal? the power which by lts very nature {
will keep men consclous of thelr opportunlties, their
respongiblilities and their sublime privilege. Having !
made that dkscovery we should not hesitate to persuade !

others of the advantages of Christlan living.
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sald, 'It is finighed', Christians have-.had ‘a

=

awe whenthey hace heard mention of the Cnpss.

Christians as they viewed the Cross could not
think of the price 1t had demanded of Jesus.

e egenn

T, =

i thousands pf people have been destroyed in this manner j

i]and since the act was only an incident in the

III. The Necessary Cross and The New Evangellsm.

From that traglc day when the Christ h

think that because Jesus was cexucified upom the cross

| the Christ, we belleve that Christ gave to the world in-:

S

peculiar

The early
P
help but

}

Some still

—— m——

thig particular act merited redemption for them. Since

1ife of :

i

finitely more than His life upon the cross. Conatantine!

| contended that he saw a vislon of the cross with this

Finscription upon it, 'In this sign conquer',

conquered in life because of the asgoclatlons

with this sacred emblem. Many Chrlstians are

= raer mersm el

.’ \ len when John baptized Him in Jorden. In & very real |

Rsense Jesus began to eabry His cross at this time. I ,

not only of the work of Christ as they view the cross
but are impressively aware of the 1life work involved for

ﬁ them. Upon Jesus the shadow of the cross must have fal-|

I
A legend t

tho 1t may be, yet in a veiry real way Christlans have

combined

reminded

e

No_one _

oo _lmean by this type ofnerosg a life of service.
‘—‘l% .
—%_

e i pms _dpm e o e
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“laursl from the crown He gought and

[desires to pluck one

[}

won in Hls struggle for others. The i1deal Chnrch, like .,

oo e o ade

Jesus, must be about its Master's business. It must be

constantly bringing men to the Saviour and the Savioup K
|I.
1

to men. It must guard and gulde His childrén. It must
beseech men to be gaved. And it will teach them the way

jof the cross and the joys and the sorrows therein. It

4

snimemrs

will lead men in the ways of righteousness for His‘nameﬂg
sake. How often have men felttbhe hunger and thirst for !

i
!spiritual things which did not materialize when the 're- |

vival was over'? It is a Dblg thing to get men to ory out]
]

'Lord, what must I do to be saved?', but it is a bigger

and nobler and grander thing to keep them. saved. How

i
lour work go wonderfully begun? The New Evangelism says
| i
ithat Jesus must not bear the cross alone but that there

i

1
tutterly have we falled as a Church many times to continu%
i

| . |
is a crogs for every Church, namely, a preserving Ghurch&

T.converting Church dnd a teaching Church. ?

f The necessary cross assoclated wibh the New Evange-
!
|

et us remember that burdensome tasks ‘are dulte often

4,

Joyous tasks. A redeeming Church will convey an insgpir- !

1ﬁism will not let us flee from its burdensome task. But |
i3 -

i

ling message. Meén today are apparently content in tlheir |

lairs of lethargy. It is time for evangels of God's i

b

o b et A

l
%meat twentieth century to be' dropping sticks of apirit-j

| E

f
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ual dynamite hard by them. Men cdrnot continue to go on
in this indifferent way. They must be inspired by mes-

| sages from God., If you think that awakening them from |
, #

'theirsslumbers of indifference is an eagy task, try it.

quu can use every faculty and means at your disposal.

1 The best thot, the noblest efforhd, the tireless endeav- )

ors, all will reveal that there is a cross for us here h

)

Smam = gee-tsope: gy

and now. We have ventured to say that Jesus should beari
‘the cross alone. Have you ever seen an 'extra gang' at h

work on the railroad? Twenty men are ordered to carry L

i

a large timber a distance of twenty yards. If one or §
b

five or ten men shirk a part or all of their task it i

1meang that the others must carry that much more. The

new bridge cannot be completed without it. We are buildi

'igg-an eternal structure for God, the timbers (crosses) q
fare heavy, thank God not too heavy when we bear the bur-%
den together. Some have grown discouraged and said con—;

cerning the evangelistic endeavor, 'The task is too greaﬂ,
we cannot accomplish it'. Others have said, 'New Evanges
lism with 1ts exhortation, inspiration and-education canj

be operated wlthout any special or particular gffert. |

BT TR

1 Concerning the first objection we only need to read our

iChurch papers and inform ourselves regarding the facts

4&5 related to Churches which have been carrying the nec- r
|

|essary evangelistic cross. These Churches are gigantic |

ﬁ

X
e i i
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recrulting stations for God. People are being redeemed
i

and Chrigtians are being revived and chipdren are being
® | taught the precepts of God. As to the second objection,
Loren M. Edwards sgys, 'Evangelism is no rocking-chair
affair; it is no holiday engagement; it is no dress pa-
rade movement. It ;s toil; it is struggle; it is bloodyl

| sweat; it is intercession; it is soul passion; it is heart

E

tanguish". Jewett has rightly siald, 'When we cease t0

ﬁbleed we cease to bless. The gospel of a broken heart *

| demands the ministry of bleeding hearts®. You have been,
| :
| commigsioned by the 'Captain of our hosts'. Bearing thei

P i

(necessary cross 1s not an easy task. To know youb schol

!
[

ars and their individual needs will cost you a consider-!

able amount of thinking. To bring a message every Sun-

day that will inspire and instruct comes not without

Iprayer end fasting and study. To meet them in a social

way in order, first of all, to win them to yourself that

%you may win them to Christ is quite expensive in more
; :

|
i
| ways than one. Vhap has been said to the commissioned !
Eofficer of Christ's legions may well be gald to all Chri%t-

lang. The cost of evangelism is expensive but the results

Fors e

rare true realitleg. Cross-bearing involves -heartaches

¥ .
_ ‘ tand soul-sorrowing for those who are lest to Christ's
i
qimmortal Joys. Quite often I ‘fear that our lack of con-
E, N
1 cern hampers greatly our efforts. If we were willing to

- ; T ST ) ' T

#
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#d0o our best in this respect our own strength would sur- ﬁ
iprise us. In an Iowa wheat-field a distant relative of '

mine was helping a neighbor with his harvest. The neigh-

e mm e mwegs 3 pe sy m by pem

ibor felt obliged to crawl under the binder to remove the.

trucks. The weight of themachine came down upon him.

iMy distant relative did under that trying circumstance

what 1t ordinarily would have taken two men to do. He
1lifted one end of the heavy machine from his neighbor ;
}
'and friend. Why? The life of the man was depending upoﬁ
!

4
jhls mpper-strength and he realized it. New Evangelism °

linsists that we become alarmed and concerned and also aed

tive as we behold our loved ones in & lost condition.

iWho are to carry the cross which the new day brings to %
! t
ss
i : |
1The task is not for those who are fearful and afrald, i

lus? Those who are brave and courageous enough to do so.

e =

1
'nelther is it for those who follow for loaves and fisghes:

The first will forsake Him when dangers arise. The lat-

:ter will turn back when the loaves and fishes fail. Our

ﬁChrist heroically carried Hls cross in moments of great-

s e e

gest danger. He who had power to summon the leglon of an?
1gelg to His side for protection let a few hirelings of
Rome and Judalsm arrest Him and hurry Him away.

r. A The four gospels are quite explicit regarding the
I' {things that Jesus did snd the things that Jesus sald.

p) - = = T o= o

~Testament n 1~

,iﬁ . _ __ _Never_do _we see Him_in the New Testament mirrbr whenHe

i

f? | j
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iTs unconscious of His cross. In regard to the minister-

Jing He said, 'I came not to be minigtered unto but to

. ‘minister'.

In regard to prayer He suggests, 'Pray with-
out ceasing'. If Jesus was obliged to.do go gurely we h

£ e von oo m

toco will be obliged to pray. In regard to gibing He said

[l

Q’It is morcblessed to give than to receive'. Thig char-

gacterizes the motive, the conduct and the life of our
{

Christ. His agoninzing prayer in the quiet and beautiful,

'Garden of Gethsemane does not imply that He wanted the
.
jcross to fall from His sho lders, but rather that He might

CE ST T T R

Hbear It. 'Not my will but thy will be done'. No one

ddoubts the way Jesus llved for others, how He spent His

— s

1ife energy and all for the betterment of mankind. As

-

JChristians we ought to train our llves according to the -
"tenor of His life. Never 46 we find Him trying to shift
ithe burdens or responsibilities to the shoulders of otherd
;EGOple. This should be our motto, 'The consecrabad orosi
%I’ll bear till death shall set me free'. Fifty men and f
gwomen ingpired to live according to this mbtto.will revoJ
flutionize the conduct and 1life of any city.

4 You ask how much time you should give to this work

i
of bringing men to God? Stewardship is not limited th

‘the financial realm. One man in this church confessed in
it

J

Hithe in flnance and in service. No wonder the work “n_J

g — e = o e ==z _-{-‘.—»_ o o=

this rather retiring manner that he knew what 1t was to
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(His department 1s progressing wonderfully! And do you "

say it will take a lot of mental, physical and nervous g
energy? Of course it wlll. But remember anything worth'
doing for God is worth doing well. The sllver coin whic%
does the most good is the one in circulation or service.
It i1s moving from one person to another bringing the neci

essarles of life. 'It is much better to wear out than

rust out.' In this particular respect the silver coin a
can teach us a mighty good lesson. When the victorious
Christlan 1s closing his careep, do people say of him
that he has.wasted his life for others? Opposite the
name of one of our departed members I wrote in our church
4

record, 'she lived for others'. The son was not at all :

gsurprised that I had done so. He knew, tho my acquain-

!

Hnights. Only the most unusual things should keep you C
|

%

I

v
F

g

1is sure to win. Mu earnest prayer and desire is that no

1parties, anugements o entertainments will attraet our

tance with her was only a year, that I had understood
the supreme motive of her life.

During holy week we are to have gservices every nigh*.
The puccess of this gervice depends largely upon the way

you people adnusp your time during those seven days and

T T e e e

it
away from the service. A man high up in one of the worli‘s

best fraternal orders 1s making plans for some 'brother'

to take his dutieg for that week. That type of spirit
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! young men and women, boys and girla, during that holy

. week. Bpend less time in play that week that you may

f have more time doing the will of your Father as it is

" related to that week of service. Suppose we lay aside

everything excepting our work.and duties, including even-‘I

fancy work, and spend our extra time in prayer and study

ey sy sam =

of the sceripture and reading” good books and inviting
:people to Church and to God. Jesus meant something of

this nature in  the way of serviée when he .said, 'He that

S

%will save Hls life shall lose 1t and whosoever will 1ose
| (or spend) his life for my sake shall find 1t'.

e e =

The people who constitute an evangellistic Church

St s

imust be sympathetic. History's greatest illustrations
fare to be found in thig particular phase of life when weg

|study the three years of Chrigt'g ministerial career. H
il

aWith Hig disclples He went into Nain where they met the 4

funeral procession of a widow's only son. And when He %

“saw the lonely widow He had compassion on her and said, ]

1 'Weep not'. There i's no sympathy like the Christian'g
1

sympathy. He saw the multitude hungry as the evening
shadows lengthened, and He had compassion upon them.

i )
'The lepers cries out, 'Have mercy upon ug!' and He with-

e e

® ;j'nela not His mercy. The blind anl the deaf and the Yame|
i
“and the sinful and the sorrowing all came unto Him and s

| the_sympathizing Jesug would not ignore them. Thelxr, _ _.

mrm—:.wz
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troubles and difficultles He shared and won them to the |

[P

. y New Life. DPeople sometimes resent the spiri"b of sympathy
if they are not in need of 1t but generally speaking

they are gaad for such a Christly attitude. Dr. Dawson
]I
|

tells of a chaplain who was offering 'consdélations of !

religion' to a convict as he was on his way to the scaf-

— g asaan cupe

fold when the doomed men turned abruptly to the chaplain[
|

4

2

L]

I

I
L3

}why why not act as if it were true? Why not act as 1f

and sald, 'Do you belleve that?' If you do believe it

| you cared? If I belleved that I would crawl across Eng-
land on broken glass to tell men that 1t was true.' The"

statement of the criminal reveals the fact that sympathy,

I
!
ﬁ

| and women away from God, no cosgt, no sacrifice, no ser-

will win men to God. If the Church really cares for meng
¥

P

gvice, no sympathy will be too great for them. It will |
lring true to the Master's command, 'Preach the gospel tol

levery creature', The result has been favorable to the

4K1ngd0m. Yhen the Church showas and proveg to the men i

} and women away from God that it cares, they will accept

E' a

gits doctrine and serve 1ts Great Leader, the Christ. N

EWhat I Bave said on another occasion willibear repeating

The one Supreme Task of the individual and the Ghugéh ig
. f?sa,ving sould, 1lifting people Godward.

|
So far I have tried to say that there's a cross for

— . leveryone. Carrwing this cross will take time. ener¥a .. .

N
Y
i
1
1
d
i i
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life-blood, sympathy and congecration, -the divine atiri-
 butes Gos has given you. Thank Him for -them and never

fail to thank Him for the part He has gliven jou in Hhs

i program. Are we not to look upon this cﬁoss—bearingfés:
i gomething humiliating and undesirable? Far from it. Out
of these positions of responsibility there flows the tru
{ Jov, the Chrigt life and -love. Happiness has never. been;

! fully understoo® by those who are not acquainted with the

W

toils and dutles and sacrifices afforded by :the Christiay
|1ife. Do not think that money, friends, health, educa-
tion, social standing, and good morals are substltutes

for carrying the cross. They contribute Fo happiness buj

—=

valaﬁa will utterly fall in bringing it. May “the poetlc
words of young Lybe, afiter he had dedicated hlmgelf to
|God in hisg senior college year, be our words, 'Jesus, I
!my cross have taken, all to leave and follow thee'. Then
zwill we approach the throne of God in a very real manner
| Then will our spiritual lives be quickened. Then will |
men be cohverted and trained and developed into th life'
3 OF service. For this work God is calling volunteers.
| Who will respond to His call?

Somewhere during our late war I read concerning an [

officer who wanted five or six men to volunteer thelr

services in a dangerous yet all-important plece &f work.

. B y - A
LTS TR @ TR TITTTRS IR S OIME F e EE o T e T ATrram, e et e 2,

= T - - e




] -

!
] t
1 29 4.

e e { === = _—— ———— T —_— e MmN T e - a2 S s Tt S TTosEs T — T -~

He wented these men to steal out under the cover of darks

ness and cut the barbed wire which wa a conslderable shi -
. | 614 to some machine-guns which had hindered their advance.

*Knowing the task to be one which could only be done by
i
brave, herolc and efficient men, he asked hls company of

imen who would volunteer? 'Those Who will willingly do

it

| 80 advance one pace'. Turning his back to the men he I
1 ;.
| gave the command, 'Forward, Marchl' Faclng what he had

= e

considered the bravest men all along the western front

he saw them standing -apparently as they had been before.j
He begen to rebuke them by saying, 'Ts it possible that
}I have not a man for this noble work?', when the young %
1sergea‘nt galuted him and said, 'Sir, they have all ad-
vanced one pace and are at yourrservice'. Cr@ss-bearing'

i
explains our needs and the workd's call. It must have

i yolunteers. Who are they? Who will say, 'Here, Lord,

L]

feam L. Send me'?

)}

i
i
1 3,
1 |
|
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4partigular type.

[We can guage the standard of our revival efforts by His
imethod.

{ every side.

|1lives.

IV. New Evangelism and Its Crown. "

We have not limited evangelism to any r
i
1

Nor has it been our’ aim to discourage

jand send them forth with a new song 'on their lips!'.

i
any- form of evangelism that will grip the lives of men '
d
¢

The Master used every legltimaje means possible to call

u

imen unto Himself. Christ's doctrine -and message and in-.

struction 1s ever new. His code Sf morals and ethics -ls .

not outgrown. Hig lf#eals as related to soclety are not
. > F
old-fashioned. We marvel as we sense the modern fervor §

@

of that great reformer and that spiritual transformer.
He appealed to the crowds which thronged Him on%
He sought and won many followers in this

method. He went forth winning disciples and followers |

ient method lay in the fact that He trained men -in moralé

ethics and religion. May it be proclalmed by every min-j

o

i 1ster and layman 'when Jesus trains men abd directs theis
‘action' they will see opportunities each day of their
The cross, tho it be a heavy one, will not be

too heavy. The cost may not be ézpensive but not too ext

|

[
i

-

by personal or individmal means. The secret of His effi¢-
it

2

e
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jgo— | fie Chureh, 17 true to Lts idesl charecter, means
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| pensive. For these scholars have learned ffom a teacher]

| 'come from God'. In Jesus' mind none were too young or |

-

,ltoo old, too rich or too poor, too strong or too weak,
i

;i to sit at Hls feet and learn the elementary lessons of
4

T

L]

' religlon and of salvation. The entire New Testément was
b -

gwritten for the purpose of edifying and lnstructing.

dq
After one hag surrendered his life to the Christ he must

li;be willing to learn concerning His doctrine, His deeds,

-~ o k

;and His sayings. Only the other day a gentleman said,
i = .
I‘}f & man takes time to stldy God's word and gpemk with :

t
jGod 1in prayer every day he will not wander very far from

"the Christian life!. The devoted layman had caught the
vigion of Christian growth, training and development.

s o e

The simmons of the Father led Jesus to the River

Jordan. Forty days in the wilderness revealed to Him th

¢

tkind of Kingdom God's Messiah was to establish. He saw

! thee opportunity. He felt the responsibility as it fell :
{ upon Hig shoulders. And He thanked God for the privilegé
‘He was to endure and enjoy. Long before He spent that "
memorable night in Gethsemane He had seen the crogs. |
Willingly He bore 1it, regardless of the conseguences.

i Following all this He wore a crown, not of thorns nor of
- thrones, but an invisible, triumphant crewn which was inl

;dicatiVe of loyalty to God.

L

e T £
)
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1 the Kingdom of God upon the eakth. New Evangelism in-

forms us that the Church is not an end in itself, only a

|

i
|
i

rmume o o dwyas

{ mpand to an end. Its members are obedient today not be-

i

cause they fear the lake of fire and brimstone, nor be- i

cauge of the reward ‘'offered'. They work and toll and

¥ =

{ labor in His harvest field partly because duty demands

1

ﬂbut largely because of the Joy found therein. Recently

e i

qa minlgter asked a g;oup of young men why they d4id not
lattend church regularly. The answer was'we are not intel-

i ested'. That minister and that church took the hint and )
]

gbegan to do things that would interest the young men:. ¢

!

j!Especially have they been glven some worthy task to per-;
iform and some goal to reach. Needless to sayy in a yearza
?time tneir number increased more than one hundred per

! cent. The most skillful and by far the most successful

ﬁinstructors today are those wiho can stimulate that inter

! est and awaken a sense of joy in the hearts of their fel

Elow—students and co-workérs. All beneficial work should
! t
be made a study and all study should be work. Joy in do-}
!
;ing one's task is &h: all-important factor. . If th task

becomes a drudgery and offensive it is because interest {

1 ]
land joy have ceased. Every artist, with the palnt brish,
. , with the muslwvian's goul, with the poet's pen, with elo-f
1{ T
{ quent speeck, hag loved his work and enjoyed the effortsﬁ

_+ inyolyed_therein._ Every Chriatian should be capable of | .
' :
]

4
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geelng the Jjoys and privileges assoclated with the New

oo ;-.-—_-w_ =
4
{

! Evangellsm, be able to confront his nelghbor and friend ﬁ
. with a soul aflame with spiritual fervor. The neighboe %

will feel the jo¥ and share the God-gliven interest. b

gThen there is the thrill of victory. 'if we 40 not

4
i catch men we are in great danger of losing even the de-

I'sire to catch them. Our purposed activity is in peril

=55

|of becoming & dream. Let me counsel my fellow preachers
b ) )
|'in the lay minlstry to make up thelr minds to catch one '

i
hsoul to go about it day and night until the soul is won,

lAnd when they have gained one man for the Master I have

1

!then no fear as to what will be their resultant mood. |

EY

. |
'ETHe Joy of catching a soul is unspeakable! Vhen we have}

; )
Hgot one soal we become possessed by the passion for soul%.
1

1 I
{Get one and you will want a crowd! And l.t me say this ﬂ

' further word. Keep a list of the names of the souls you!

!wi for the Kigg, and 1f on any day you are apt to be -,

ﬂcast down, and the lightness and buoyancy go out of youry

%spirit, bring out that list and read it over, and let !
[ 3
“the contemplation of those saved lives get your heart |

k
a-singing and insgpire you to fresh and more strenuous

#

| work. It is a good thing to have lists of the Lord's
i 1
. mercles by which to drive away the clouds in a day of g
gadversity. Let your labor be dérected to the lmmediate

Lcatohing=of-men—for-the-Lord—=Ft—ig-a=-great-mat ter- to=—f——==——-=s- -
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\ who was a tnorogitng Chrigtian, when asked 1f he would
,__,anﬁa’lsimaw_amgmms;ingmg,smw;ﬁll___;b.e,,sl*,adﬁtﬁ)

L L TS

e __ A A 44
take a trout early in your trial'.' (J.H., Jowett, 'The

When I was a boy there were certain things I 1iked |
to do. I would do them not for the pay nor the wage in-
volved but because I enjfoyed the work. Firing a traction)
engine when the threshers came to our farm was one of
my early joys. The engineer never had to tell me how
much the pay would be nor did I worry about asking him.
He always paid me more than I expected ahd more¢thanflv [
earned. Years later found me operating a steam engine
with a threshing outfit. Boys would climb all over the |
cab and the large whcels. They would ahovel the coal
for the same purpose I had shoveled it a few years be-

fore.

A certain Church had planned to conduct a revival

UH

service. The minister was authorlized to secure the evan
eligt singer. He spoke to a man regarding the ginging ;
and asked him if it would be possible to secure his ser-
vices. The singer locked at his vest-pocket calemdar |
and found that there would be no conflleting dates. In |
fact he was not going to be busy during any of that timej
Hls statement was,'l am in the game for what I can get

out of it'. His price was prohibitive. Another ginger

LY
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do so for the good of thv'cause, and it won't cost you

e T 8

anything”. The latter man was wllling to do personal

work and not only remain for the entire service but re-
§
maln for the after-service. It is not my motlwve to gd- ﬁ

hes e e oo sz

| versely criticise the first singer. He knew his affairsl

Juprp—

 better -than the minister, It is my aim to call your at-|

tention to the type of service rendered by the singer

mentioned second. He was ' interested in the movement.

wprey vy v sy

He derived joy from the task he hekped to perform. Life

|,

i

4

E

!

meang something more than just being in the game for whai

i
one can get out of it. It means Jjoy in service and sac-)
4 i
arifice, wearing the crown when th work is done. Why ﬁ

j does the mocking bird sing? Not only has the ornithologh

Fist tried to answer the question but the psychologist ﬁ

I
f
b
gfrom his work'. So with th poet we might sdy fobr beast;

| X
ﬂand the philosopher have said, 'For the joy he derives
i

fand bird have felt and heard the Joys of doing its work.
44 *
k]

In our evangelistic plan the crown is not a mater-

H
K

lialigtic ‘affair. 'Moth and ruist doth not corrupt it.! H
|

Nor do thieves carry it away. We cennot merit nor can ;
lwe earn the crown alone. Bult thig doeg not mean that g

1God has a few select peoplep upon whom he is goling to con;
]

i fer favors because they hapoen to be the gelect few. f
i . v
i There were valleys thru which Jesus was obliged to travel

n

ool s T L

ﬁbefore He wore Hig triumphant crown. Thegg were loads

|
| I



4

T TR TR

46 |

- - ST RETON S MRLSITITRNTES TS WUESS R SRS SR W RS e TSI,

to 1lift and crosses to bear. His Church is consclous of

H
{]

e Wy Syt VN

such things for it today. Lifting a world toward God is

our task. We prove our eligibility to the crown as wé |
1
succeed in doing 80. There were those who stood around !

Ii

| the suffering Christ as He endured the pain of thé crossﬁ

' and said, 'He saved others, Himself He cannot save'.

——,

How true were those words. And how true they still remalin
for those who have taken up His endeavors. MName the Chupch-

es that are wearing the crown today and you will name |

Nl g

the Churches filled with Christ's spirlt. Ehurches that|

are Interegted above everything else in saving thosge ;

Lo

who are within and without 1ts fold. If we chose only

o o

one of the two we have falled. If we would win we must |
direct and we must 'correct'. The Churches of extreme |
wealth and extreme poverty have an undisputed right to
this erow, and so have all the Churches between these two.
t *Not everyone that salth, Lord,Lord, shall enter the !
Kingdem of God, bup he that doeth tke will of God'. Notb
"only does this New Evangelism call for faith but 1t calls
“for work. 'By their frults ye shall know them'. The
athlete deprives himself of -certain kinds of food that {
he may gain more &peed, have more endurance and stand a :

better chance in winning the contest. This same athlete]

N
may be a two-mile runner. Before he makes proper adjust:

k;

+

{

)
H

-

| meat.and -entera-the conflict. Ait.is necessany. that he have

omaatt ECE L R griegmeweese e
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-away in one geheration? No! He was urging them to win é

| right and wrong is our director, our guide, our spibite

arlises ta desire to win and wear -the *crown'. Paul,

a desire to run. And then following that desire therehk

wrltingsto the Corinthians, sald, 'So run that ye at- i
tain'. Attain what? Was he spsaking about the garland

!
i
that the winner was to have as a token of his success? $

]
Was he talking about the corruptible crown which fades !
{
the incorruptible erown that awaits any Church or band
of people which does God's willl. We understand that re-t
gquirements ‘are made for entrance into this eternal con-

flict. Remember He who wins in the conflict between ‘

ual advisor. We need only to obey His teachihgs and His
mode of llving if we would wear the crown. Modern meth-|
ods and means do not destroy the motlve nor the sp1r££
that has merited victory om the-part of the Church. Of
course we hear a few deluded souls who mean well contend
ing that they have a monopoly on the power which grants
them the privilege of sitting on the right hand of Jesus

in His eternal realm. New Evangelism speakg 1in tenes

that are clear and intelligible. 'To any Church that i
carries its 'erogs' there is an incorruptible crown.' $
Hay th power of God take hold of every Church, omitting “

no member, and send it forth in a more determined way

i to gain the crown even tho it be an_expensivs, procedure |

Ji

h
i
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| were lifted toward God, an editor of a dally paper gald
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or undertaking.
Followlng what has been sald there loglcally arises,
thls question, 'What fo 80 wlith the crown when won?!
Winning the crown comes after cross-bearing. Retaining
the crown demands & continuation of cross-bearing. Sav-
ing not the Church but those within and those without
its fold is the task which confronts us. Any 1nstitut10f
which functions in this manner will by the very nature
of things save and preserve itself. If from our Church
there goeg forth into the crowded wayes of life young |
men and young women who are followers of Chrlst, we are
proud and glad. If they succeed well in the calling of

their choice many are glad to own them as thelr friends.

At the close of speclal semvice in which men and women

concerning the man who conducted the meetings, 'A local

boy who has made good's Not because he was simply a min

lster but because he was a Christian man who was flghting
it

the battle for God upon the home filelds as well as in ?
his own parish. My personal obgsrevatlon proved to me t ;t
men were only too anxlous to claim him as a boyhood frie#d.
The fact of that matter was that they rejolced because a
he had won the crown and was dcfending it. When an instﬁ-

H

ﬁut&on like the Church wing the crown 1its menbers should1

1
IL .
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{ individuals have to combap is the 'wholesale method'.
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see that it is retained. Do you ask how we can ald in )

1

this great enterprise? How can we help our Church to j

preserve and keep her crown? The temptation whieh most g
il

{ Where 1t is possible to bring peoﬁle into the Chruch uyu
j the thousands and by the hundreds all well and good. i
But the majority of the Churches cannot do this. They E
are to learn the lesson taught by the story of the Tor- ;
Etoiae and the Hare running a race. Do the work well and%
keep at 1t. For we are eternal builders in the temple ﬁ
fbeautiful. I kmew of a man who used to hunt wild game
gin Montqna. ‘He was quite an accurate marksman. Whenca !
{flock of sage hens or grouée flew up before him he al-
ways singled out just tne and he generally brot down theé
one. Quite often some of the shot scattered before it ¢
reached the object of his aim and succeeded in bringing
others to the ground. We are God's marksmen. Prospece

| tive candidates for His Kingdom are ever before us. Our

gindividuals. We can bring them to God and bringing themf

§1ncidentally helps te bring others.
H v
' Retaining the crown means an increase in membership

which 1s not to be despised. But if this were all, we

|
b

iqQuestion if it would be worth while. There is more t.hanl

SRS
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alm, our prayer, our effort must be centered upan Specifﬁ
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this to our program. A sprritually awakened Church ac-%

Il tively engaged in the work o Christ means a flood-~tide |

city 18 so low and wretched but what God's love can tran;

. |

ofblessings pouring in upon a community. No home in thﬁb
|
g
|

form 1t. And when the homeg are blessed in thig way 1t

means better citizens in every respect. Churches wilth

|
»

thig vision are recrulting stations for God. City and

| sbate and governmmental officials must find the way of thb

cross if they are to be the most proficient in their po-

sitions of public trust. Teachers and scholars must seek

the crown by the Gethsemane method. DBusiness men cannotﬁ
% escape the outward flow of the spilritual progress as it )
sends forth its pedeeming agencles. Wearlng the crown

meens a larger and a better Sunday School, more interest

e = o

£ in th Church which esults in larger congregations. From
these congregations young life is to consecrate ltgelf |

to speclal Christian gervice. Inaa word, the Church, thi

W

city, the schools, the shate, and the God-gliven instruc-
tion called home wlll be blessed and glven a vislon of

His worj among us. Where there 1s a vision the people

A S SR BT e e g

fiperieh not for they are wearing the crown of life.
!
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