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OUTLINE OF THE NEW SVANOELISM

I. The Church and. The New EvangelisiU.

a. Th© day of revival is not over.

h. A duty, obligation and privilege.

1. The Church ’believes in and stands for Evangelism.,,

2. A means of expression for sane and worthy Christ-"
ians. I

3. New Evangelism means proper training for children|

4. It is a work in which every individual can par- S
ticipate. |[

a

5. Faith a cardinal necessity. i;.1

II. The Church and Her G-olden Opportunity.

a- Th© Church must not and v/ill not fail. 
I

"b. Her goal is for society as well as the indi­
vidual.

I

1. The greatest opportunity in the Christian Era. ;

2. The opportunity carries responsibility commen­
surate with its greatness.

5. God is counting on. His Church.
IS

a. Will w© fall Him? J

4

III. The Necessary Cross and The New Evangelism.

a. The modern significance of the cross.

b. V/hat it involves for each Christian. I



2____I

1. The cross keeps us mdindful of our tasks.

2. The cross horne only hy brave and courageous '
Christians. ;

ii
5. Sympathetic and patient followers must needs |

always carry the cross.
4. Herein is true satisfaction found. (s

IV. The New Evangelism and Its Crown. tf
J!

a. Type not limited. *

b. A crowp not of thorns but a triumphant in- j
visible crown. ,• n

1, The Ideal Church— Kingdom of God on Earth. '

2, The crown not material, not won, not merited.

a. Nor is it for a few select Churches or j;
individuals.

- €
3, Methods and, means of retaining the crown. ,,

The true vision will save the Church and 
the individual.
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THE NEW EVANGELISM

1 . The Church and The New Evangelism.

i Ministers of high authority and high

standing are taking the attitude "that the day of the
J' 

! revival is over". This belief, while in the extreme

■minority, should be refuted. The soul of any Church

I doos not fathom the depths of His love nor rise to the 
j "mountain peaks" of experience, unless It is continually 

" ■ ItI expressing the redeeming and saving power of Gdd. This

I contend is the duty, the solemn obligation, and the j' 
I *'
I glorious privilege of every Institution worthy the name f

I of the ChLirch. The New Evangelism is not altogether 
j different from the revival spirit which stirred our fa- , 

ij 
thers and sent them out to proclaim a saving gospel. j

The method may be changing and the'emphasis shifting' J

but the spiritual position or attitude of the- Church is
# jl

inot changing. The soul of the only institution in all i

the world, which concerns itself primatily with the sav-,, 

1 Ing of humanity here and now as well as the future, de- 

i pends upon its spiritual fervor. In the weighty words 

i of Parker S. Cadman I define what I term the "New Evan* j 

I gelism", "The expression of the aggressive and redeem- 
! 1'
png spirit of the Christian Gospel".



i ____ . . . .... . ______ _ . ____4 J
1 My candid opinion is that the Church at large be- !

lieves in the New Evangelism, and the Gospel is the t

I source of that Evangelism. "We must not forget tha-t 
i ' ''J the Gospel is the Church’s unique contribution to the

I world. There is a tendency to-employ her in a host o'f \ 

I public services, and to appeal to her to aid every civ- , 

I ic and social movement. It is, no doubt, a tribute to 

‘ her power that-her assistance should be so sedulously 1
■ sought. But the danger is that she may come to be re- 
j garded merely as one among the forces for social vzelfare

Religion, however, is not primarily something useful 

i but something fruitful. It is not a means of Improving 

j mankind alongside of other means, such as, education, 

! art, politics and morality; it the parent of them hll, 

, -their fountain of life. It-.is not one among several 

! factors cultivating the soli of humanity; it is the 

i source of its fertility. We -are busy today directing

the floY/ of Christian motives into many trenches to ir-
I 

rlgate tracts of life which hitherto have been desert, i 

j And this must be done. But digging such ditches is for 

the Church a minor task; her main toncern is the supply 

of the spiritual stream. An earlier generation often 

had a copious river confined within far too few ditched; 

! we may find ourselves vdth a vast system of trenches and 

I only a trickle in them ,  The.JLiving_^ is .the Spirits
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! of God, who enters and fructifies the spirits of men.

, The paramount duty of the Church is not to stir men to a' 

; number of endeavors, however useful, hut to bring them !
God, their Saviour and their Captain in the salvation of^

It 
the world". (Henry Sloane Coffin, "In a day of Social Ref.

I building"). Much has been said in the last decade con-

; cerning the conservatism of the Church. Because she re-j 

fuses to throw overboard all her heritage, and accept | 

"new thot" and "new theory" she is called conservative. { 
Is it not sufficient to say that any organization which | 

moves from obscurity to universal recognition in 1900 i 

years is progressive? Thru her "Martyrdom", persecution 

and triumph she has clung to her best. Every age has

I
 received from her nuggets of gold. And she, like the |

groom at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, has saved the | 

best until now. That is a Church with its evangelistic i 

’ program which will meet all the needs of all who seek 

' her shelter, which can bestow more blessings than ever ‘
I before. And the bestowing of eternal gifts is fundamenJ 

al to the life of Christianity Itself.

J The Church believes in evangelism for she does not

I desire to deny the truth. Sacred history telld of the

: outpouring of the love of God on His children as they 

were all together in one placer The writer of the Acts 

mus,t ^have_ _been_-'Pite-SLent..and no^_Qnly=^a.ye„fic^^^ ‘^V.ex^ex-
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ienced the spirit of Pentecost. He records Peter’s quo-j 
L 

tation from the prophet, ’I will pour out my spirit’, as!
i 

the cause of that unusual hlessing. Tha1^<inique day has j 

: been lived and relived by Christians whose passion ^fas 

■ to lmov7 and do His whole bidding. Each geheration with 

similar desires and attitudes has likewise experienced 

His Holy Spirit. Thinking minds will gather more than 

the sound of a rushing wind or the tongues of flames 
1

I which sat upon the disciples. They see a body of Christ- 11
J Ians whose sole purpose was to bring the mighty Pentecos : 

to their generation. Personal and individual testimony 

set aflame by Divine Authority brought the great awaken­

ing among them. Does not this reveal to us the unusual 

opportunity which id ours if we set about to work and 

testify for Him, personally and individually? Pentecost 

then was not the ’ready-made’ nor was it the ’hand-me- 

down’ affair which only the indolent look fbr, but it

jwas the natural experience which must follow such_endeav- 
*1
’ or. The individual whose life has been changed and tr^p 

; formed, and whose experience is the best evidence or ar- 

’ gument for that .conversion does not doubt God’s power- | 

to save and revive, and as Bishop has so. fittingly statep 
in his Letters on Evangelism that ’All Oliristians are J 

called to be evangelists. If you will think a moment,



I am sure you will see and feel that every Christian is 

called to he an evanseliat. Mind you, I do not pre­

scribe any special form of evangelism; I contend only 

that he who really gets the Gospel is under obligation ‘ I
to give the Gospel. In the New Testament the twelve 

went on Gospel journeys, ans so did the seventy. Peter 

preached, and so did the Gadarene demoniac v/hom Jesus 

would not allow to enter public service. Read that 

story in the first chapter of John which recites the 

beginning of Christian evangelism. The Baptist finds 

Jesus and says, ’Behold'. Andrev; finds Jesus and says 

to Simon, ’We have found the Messias'. Philip finds 

Jesus and says to Nathaniel, ’Come and see’. Confession 

and evangelism are here so near together that it is hard 

to tell where the one joins the other". So the Church 

with her rich experience in’ the realm' of evangelism does 

not forget, nor does she disbelieve. But hBB experience 

testifies ofnher belief in the New Evangelisip r

The New Evangelism compels Christians to express 

a sane and worthy spirit of redemption. Body, mind and 

soul are humanity's trinity. These three, but the great 

est of these is His soul. The body cannot be ignored, 

neither can the mind be neglected if we are to be redeem 

ed in the fullest sense. Fair-minded mon, regardless of 

.their_=sp_GiaX-or-^financial standing^ne seejiing-^hat the-=



11
8 I. 

------------------- ----------------------------— .----------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------- - - , ------------------------- ■------------------------------------

Church wants to adopt more fully Christ’s attitude to- j 

ward the man who spends his body and mind for society h 

in which he lives. They have become the champions of 

the doctrine that 'man in his totality must be saved 

and made more like the Christ’. First things must re­

tain their rank anfl their position. Men 'must bo regard­

ed as such and placed above all things else. Personal­

ity or humanity should always be above financial profit. 

Jesus asked, 'VZhat shall It profit a man if he gain the 

whole vzorld and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man 

give in exchange for his soul?* And too from Hiq teach­

ing we learn that a man ’is of more value than the grassL 

the sparrow, the sheep'. (Horne). The great trouble witi

Dives, the money-changers, the husbandmen of the vine- i 

yards, was not that they were making money -but that they 

were doing so at the expense of Immortal men. We as a 

Church are to labor for things that are lasting and eter■ 

nal things that perish not. We are to lay up treasures 

in Heaven. This is done as Van Dyke suggests in 'The 

Mansion’ by the material we send over there-. Men who 

possess wealth and authority are learning thru the Church 

and its New Evangelism that men and not money is the eter­

nal entity. The one question which we must ever keep be 

fore all men is 'will it pay' as an investment for God

a^iJ-Uiis^chlldreir. _Jf -not,, .shun_4.t^-^Qr__wo-uvould-Cno.Vinar-^-^,,-^.
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rRIsmasterpiece of work, hvananity.- j

Our age is to see that the children are given a pro-
S

.per religious training. Hore fully do we understand His I

words ’for of such is the Kingdom of G-od’ than did our

!fathers. The dally prayer of every Sunday School teach-|
; f
! er should be ‘Lord, speak to me that I may speak*. This'I

I prayer is not suggested as a substitute for individual
; study or prepararion. With so much standard information I

land comment upon the lesson a teacher’s holy aim should I 

be to 'think His thots after Him’. To so thoroughly mas 

ter the lesson that it lives and grows first of all in 

his own life, then will it live in the lives of his schol;- 

ars. The call of the Church today -is ’give us competent ' 

teaching forces in the pulpit and in the Sunday School j 

jand v;e will give you the finished product of boyhood and I

’^girlhood'. The colleges, the schools of religious edu- I 
j ii
Scation and the seminaries, are answering back, 'We will ■ 

ido our best to supply your demand with efficiently traln- 
>1
.,ed men and women'.

1 Cbiia psychology is yet in its infancy, but we have
'u

gleamed the necessity of making proper impressions at thet 
Jopportune time. The child soul cries, 'We are resting I 

^because we rest in thee*. The New Evangelism will so fil3| 

jthe lives of our coming heneration with good that the evil 
Iwill be less inviting, less attractive and less destruc-  



tlve. Katui’ally, the child belongs to God, sud who wllOi 
it 

dare to deprive the child of its heavenly parent. Too 

much has been left to chance in connection with the ,re- 
i 

llgious training and development of young life. And why^? 

Simply because the child has heteibeen understood. The | 

sacred command of our day Isto study to know our boys 

and girls. Ask ourselves again and again ’why do they 

act as they do?’ If at first we do not understand ask 

again. There is a reason, and our task as religionists 

is to make the discovery. Having made the discovery the 

Church must ‘set about to train that unlimited povzer. To 

direct it in the proper courses. G-ive our boys and girls 

something to do, something to accomplish and .a goal to > 

reach. It is surprising to see -what they are capable of 

doing. In their efforts, at first, they may not be so 

adept as older ones but give them time and the outcome 

will le more than satisfactory. Of course-, it takes pa­

tience and the best of us are-not overly-stocked ifrlth th:.^ 

particular asset. Is it not well that most of us pray 

for- patience instead of the things we have -been praying

for? The outstanding characteristic of adolescence is 

the group spirit. On the face of it there seems- to be 

a spirit of selfishness-, and .so. there is. But that very 

attitude can be changed and transformed for the common 

good, even outside of the group. In the guidance of these



young minds, let us shov; to them that they are immortal "

beings dealing here and now with others of their kind.

That life must be spent in the service of G-od and man. " 

Just as the preparatory or high school furnishes mater­

ial for the higher institutions of learning, so also does 

the Sunday School furnish material for the Church. In­

structor, remember that a group will study you the same 
as you study the group, and do not expect too much from I

boys and girls; but bear in mind what Bishop Leonard

said, ’Religious experience grows. In dealing with youns

people and their religious life it is neither right nor

fair that the same type of religious experience shall .be- 

expected of them that is to be found in persons of mature 

life an'd esperience. If it takes ten years for nature 

to transform the body of a boy into that of a man, we
'I

should be very patient with the seemingly slow progress I

of our young people in moral and spiritual development.

This doos not mean, however, that the religious experlenc 

es of youth are not as clear and distinct as are those I 

of later life. |

They are undoubtedly just as clear and just as real J 

but they are the experiences of youth and not those of ji 
old age.* Then will you not ’study td» show yourself ap-j| 

proved of God’? ?

^jjLfflfiny-^eoplAiJJ.d.4iexsQaakjMi J.ndivJLdjaal„wojek=^'
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I some type for our government during 19IT and 19I8? Al- 
Imost as many as live within our borders. And why? Pri­

marily they felt that they must do something to win the 

struggle. The welfare of our grand and noble men over

j there depended upon it. The world was calling us to our

individjial tasks, and many of us believed that God too

was calling us. Are we guilty of doing for the state

I what we fall to do for the Christ? Those early Christ- ' 

! ians of the second and third centuries put Christ first 

jin their lives. Their individual efforts and testimonies 

;were winning people to the better life. Is it not true

;that the personal touch has played a great part in Christ- 
j

I lanity? Jesus sought and found Hid disciples' in this man-

•ner. 7Ze need go no farther for conclusive evidence as
' !'

.regards the effectiveness of this method. It is a sad J

' fact that many Christians fail to ever speak with indlvip.- 
11

!uals of their equal rank and like profession or trade. I

It may be that some of these people will uselessly spends, 

eternity looking for someone whom they have helped into |
II

the new life. Or will they sit idly by and say’it is I

,! useless for me to search for anyone whom I helped to comQ 
■I I

'here, for I never did any personal work for my Master. It 
.jit fair to adopt the boys' philosophy 'take somebody you^

^size*? Pay the price and bring him to Jesus. Remember

'there is an srvenue that leads to every life. Someone
1—=. -J- I ■ =r — =- = —- . i.   • '"J—-njex—srswLttrs }•
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jean walk that golden street, and that someone may he you.

Who are to do this individual vzork in the Church? Some 

may have suggested that individualswork for our nation 

applies only to army officer^ and government employees- 

But the majority of citizens did not elude their respon- 

! sibilities in that manner. How far should this policy 

i extend among Christian people? Prom, the youngest to the 

oldest. Souldwinning should he the department in which 

every Christian should major or specialize. ’Too many 

have regarded this phase of work as optional rather than ‘ 

irequired.’ (Edwards). It is not for the inner circle j 

alone hut for the entire membership. It is the life and (
II 

breath of all. It alone can bring peace which passes 

iall understanding. The servant of G-od who specializes 

in this field knows what men have rneaint as they have j 

I,talked about ’experience’. It is not sufficient for the;

minister and the official members alone- to catch the

I significance' of personal work, but everyone working in » 
j this manner. }

■j In the New Evangelism the Church 'has .faith. Pai’th i 

that she shall win. Skeptics regarding this type of work 
iand the method suggested will not add materially to the j 

success of the campaign. Occasionally men and vzomen arei, 
heard to say, ’Well, I did not think it was pessible forj 

j so many to he brot' to the Redeemer’. He who has gone ' 



thru such periods does not douht that the New Evangelism^ 

will work. If we are not in the proper mood or spirit j 

of the occasion with G-od’s help and assistance we can I>1 
catch the vision and rejoice in our work. The Church S

has faith in' a triumphant evangelism. Her soul must live 

and the only perscription adequate for her -ailment is the

New Evangelism. We cannot live oh our past records. Nor

can y/e exist hy reiterating the heroic deeds of pioneer

Methodists. There must needs be that inspiration which I 

will lift.us as the moon, lifts the tide. The New Evangel 

lism alone is the key to our problem. It alone vzlll

save men and women from their sins. It alone will presejrve
II

and keep our youth in the 'narrov/ way'. It alone will ''

keep alive the Christ-passion for the unsaved. It alone

will'lock our heart's door and let th love of Christ

flovf out into other lives



II. The Church and Her Golden Opportunity.
1 

Heretofore Nev; Evangelism was defined as, 
'The Expression of The Aggressive and Redeeming Spirit I 

of The Christian Gospel',.. VZe sav; how the Church had ! 
geoiTO and developed when this message, was uppermost in I 

hsr program. No persecution, no threat's, no temptation J 

could cause her to fail so long as she clung to these 

cardinal principles. Ourxcontention was that the Church| 

at large believed in hhp New Evangelism. Truly she Is | 
ij 

called to take a part in the betterment of social condi-li 

tions, in the ptirifying of politics, both local and na­

tional, and in the solving of industrial questions. In 

the last ‘analysis what do these signify? What good will' 

it bring about? Cannot one specific statement serve as 
an answer? .namely, 'The salvation of sbciety' .* Let us I 
not forget that the individual is the fundamental unit j 
of society and that he must stand ready to function and J 

ij 
serare in every way possible. We ventured the statBrneht j 
that the welfare of the soul of the Church depended upohj 
the spirit of sane, practical and progressive evangelism^ 

Sorrow^ remorse and regret come to the human heart not 1 
because mankind fails to see the opportunity but becausej 

he fails to avail himself of the opportunity. How many 1 



i men and women between the ages of thirty-five and forty | 

wiah that they had gone to college? Nev; positions, new «
ll 

possibilities are ever coming before them. Quite large-j

; ly are they unable to enter into the 'greater life' be- ||

5 cause they failed to make the most of the opportunity '' 
? I
) for a college education. Is it logical, and conculslve n
I evidence to accept their statement, 'I didn't have the

i opportunity of a Ikilverslty career'? In the majority of

I cases we believe that they had just as good an opportun- 

j ity as the average college man o’r woman, but failed to 

avail themselves of it.

The Churches which are vri.de-awake and aggressive
I 

will recognize the greatest opportunity in nineteen hun-i

! dred years of Christianity. Not a season nor a chosen t 
.1 I

'! day, but every day. i

1 And just as Bishop McDowell says in 'Good'Ministersi| 

I of Jesus Christ' that 'every day with G-od is the Day of 
i! . I
.| Salvation. Many men fall victims to tbe disease of per-’i 
jlodicity, the ailment of times and seasons. They iook i 
,1
for conversions, they expect men to turn to God In Jan-

■ uary, in Lent, or when the evangelist is in town, or one 
jl
I in every five or ten years’/ or occasionally at an evening 

service. They remember that Nicodemus came to the Lord
II

51 by night, and conclude that is the only time of day to



■ _ _____ ......... ....... ...
come, as though getting religion were like wearing a

■ dress suit, not to he thought of until fifter six o'cloci? 

j in the evening. They talk or at least think of the Lorii 

J- as having set times to visit Zion for the redemption of

I

I

people. When conversions do 

struck a set time; when none 

occur they rejoice in having 

occur, they resign themselvss

piously to the belief that this Is not His set .time. Now

I have a lot of patience with a lot of theology with which

I do not agree, hut I have no patience at all with-this 

theology. - It has no reputable standing .in any system.

j Every day wiiih Clod is the day of salvation, every season

is the season of His presence to save the lost. His ear 

is not heavy, His arm is not shortened, and His heart is 

not unwilling on any day. The gates of His mercy stand 

'open day and night, every day and every night. The Clood 

Shepherd is forever hunting- the sheep that are lost on 

the mountains, the .Great Physician forever healing' the 

hurt of His people.’ Every few'days the apparently im­

possible thing is being done in the world dbout us. The 

airman can fly from the Pacific to the Atlantic, a dis­

tance of over three thousand miles, in less than thirty- 

four hours. In every village and harplet some mere boy 

is capable of taking the latest news from, the air by

j means or his wireless apparatus. ^Moving ^var oho uses sail

. —   —- —  



I

1 «*
[_ ________

S from our ports to ©very famine-stricken country in the
I
I world. The railroads ar© capable of hrinsins from' the j

(
limitless farms their abounding crops. Education is a- 'I

i'

dopting the practioral and th© helpful studies for our

youth. By scientific mental examinations th© psycholo- 

gist is able to place the pupil in the proper department
II

I i'

; of our schools. Thus our youth will become the most ser­

viceable to our age as well as the future generations.

Newspapers and magazines are quite as popular now among
ii

rural people as they are among city folk. So th? endless.
'I 

chain of illustrations concerning the great and big and J 

good things of our age goes on. It all proves the greats

! opportunities In every field. &r©&t is that Church which
1 5

’ recognizes its greatness. The noblest work of Cod’s Son:
•1

was the training of the .human soul for its fullest devel 

opment. Those who have followed His example ever sine©

have caught a similar vision. The greatness of our great
opportunity lies in the fact that we have inherited the ! 

treasures of nineteen hundred years of Christian think- ; 

ing, Christian conduct and Christian living.- The great-|

©st of all is the fact that as Christians w© have in ouri

I 'possession* the Spiritual Christ, here and now. His

I power of love and persuasion excel all other powers. InJ

' order to prove thi& it is only necessary to give Him an

- -.. actual chance .in-our, llvea^and affairs.



The old theology that inborn sin has doomed us is

slowly yet surely giving away to the new mode of sane, |j 
Christian logic that all children everywhere belong to !

ft 
God. Predestination has about spent itself. If men slnl

I 
and go wrong it is because of their choice to do so, | 

God has endowed His children as moral beings. Moral be-| 

ings must in themselves choose between right and wrong. I

I It is not because of ’Adam’s sin’ that the individual is'i 

separated from God, but because of his ovm sin. J^ay 

pulpits ring forth the message of freedom of the will, j
I
This does not mean, however, that v/e are to close our i

eyes to social wrong and Injustices. It rather means j 

that we do all in our power to make society a fit place J 
a 

for the individual to live in. Leaders of God’s holy » 
:l 

war,let us teach that the soul and^ life of man is natur-J 

ally religious, and that it cries for a fellowship with i 

its Creator. It is our task to make, that fellowship pos!- 

slble. St. Augustine was. right*, when he said, ’Thou, 0 J 
'I 

Lord, hast made us for thyself and we are restless till J 

. we rest in thee*. The day that a child begins to step "
11

) aside from the Master’g teaching, that day it begins to ii 
! 11 [be restless and dissatisfied. As God’s representatives | 
ke must keep our feet in the path that leads heavenward.!

It is not necessary for them to wander from His fold.
1 '’lit is contrary to His plan and desire. VZe would not re-S 



, __gp-
1)

|move the rose bush from a fertile and sunny flower gar- 

Iden where warmth and. moisture perform their marvelous

■duties, to a stony, cold and dark celiar. We would not 
r
j^do so for one year, one month, one v/eek, one day. Don’t 

•you see that it is destructive and detrimental to the i- 
r,

!rose bush to remove it from its natural and ideal home?

rXou also agree with me that it is destructive and dbtri-
J

‘mental to the tender and beautiful flower of mankind to

remove It from the Father’s garden. Did I say to remove’

it? I also mean to even allovz it to be removed. If a

report ever goes into our Church paper concerning the nunj

,ber who have united with the Church, I hope it does not

read mostly adults. Boys are small men and girls are

"small women. Tomorrow they will be bloommng into man-
_'hood and womanhood. If they have been removed from the 
(I
^Father’s landscape garden, their growth will be limitedIj
jin direct proportion to the time spent in the undesirable

i 
iplaces. I'

: t
' Was there ever a time when our opportunity v/as great
S ' I’er to win men and women to God than now? When T/ere cap- ;■

!-’•able men more willing to go' :f“orth and win others of their

r'kind than now? V?hen have men realized 'more fully just'

^what the vzord success means in this life? It is not f
I i^wealth, fame, intellect, nor social standing alone. The •’

 



1_______________ ____________________________________________
} verdict is 'success is measured by our contribution to

the betterment of moral and spiritual conditions’. Our 1!
! "
■ emphasis upon the care for youth does not minimize the "I ']
; emphasis that should be placed upon a redemptive salva-

I tlon. Many there are who know the power of His redeemin’^

j sx*aoe. Men have been changed and are being changed in
I y||
; their way of thinking and living. V/hy? Because some foL
1 lower of the Christ has told the old, old story in the j

new time manner. Apparently some men v^ould have us thine

that they were unconcerned regarding the treasures of G-oi

as they are related to their Immortal souls. But Just 

travel that sacred path that leads to their soul life

■ and you will be surprised to know that one thing above ! 

everything else reigns in that life. And what is that

j one thing? 'The universal belief in G-od and His care-'

j The crying need of our day is not so much for men who

, will go forth to v/in others to Christ, but a program 

which will give them the privilege of dfcchng so. Con- j

! Bclentiously, I believe that the New Evangelism has Justj 
I such a program for every individual vzho is a follower off

11
the Christ. According to H.C. Trumbull individual work ;

is what really counts. He says, ’Por ten years I address­

ed gatherings of persons in numbers from ten br fifteen ■ 

to five or six thousand each. In this work I went from

(Maine to California and from-Minnesota to Florida. This: --- _ -±—.ae-sa-sr-z-s—=-=■«—J—  ii 7 . = -= - x -=r



' gave me an opportunity to test the relative value of 

speeches to gathered, assemblies. Later I have been for ,
1

' more than tv/enty-flve years an editor of a religious per-

i lodical that has had a circulation of more than a hundredI {

£ thousand a week during much of the time. Meanwhile I have 
t

published more than thirty different volumes. Yet, look-

I ing back upon my work in all these years, I can see more
I direct results of good thru my individual efforts with

i’ indivldyials than I can knov; of thru all my spoken words |; 

to thousands upon thousands of persons In religious as- ,

'■ sembiles, or all my written v/ords on the pages of period-

’ Icals or of books.’ We are agreed, then, that the great- 

est religious opportunity of all time is before us here
J

. andnnow.

Opportunity so great as this must needs carry with
1'

p it grave responslbilltj:es. The fact of the matter is 

t that we have heard His call. We have seen His design.

I We know His desires. Dare we shun any part of duty or

' neglect any phase of this golden opportunity? N'ot if wei 
« t

sense the situation as it really is. Why does the father

j! and mother draw their chairs closer together after the
I it

! small tots are asleep? ■ V/hy do they plan and reason and h 
' 5.
think and pray? What causes the tears to flow and their 

Ji

f hearts to yearn as the late evening conversation grows?



; Is it because *they’ are too much trouble, or do'they* 

i worry their parents unduly? Is it because father and 

J mother are incompetent of properly rearing those chil­

dren? No, not these. It is because they have sensed 

the responsibility brot about by those young lives enters

I ing the hdime. Someone ^as said that it is not much of a' 

task to let the children 'Just grovz up* but it’s a big '

, task to properly train them.’ They alone can know who try. 
!’ Responsibility is no foreign word to the Church. Its

founder knew what it was to be responsible for those who
I

were lost, or those who were as sheep without a shepherd,, 

. or those who needed a physician. The opportunity of the' 

'President of the United States will be meaningless if

with it comes no sense of responsibility. If he keeps 

' in mind what the opportunity carries with it he will be ' 

j conscious that he is responsible to his fellow-citizens 

i; and to his God. Read his inaugural address and you will 
tdetect a serious, prayerful note thru its entirety. Even 

!j in the realm of political life and activity men are more

and more conscious of their responsibility. VZe have 
placed our narrow interpretation upon the preceding ad- | 

mlnlstaation. We offered numerous suggestions on how *'

J to run the government. We accused our 'first chief of h
5 seeing the opportunity beiPore him and failing to feel the
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responsi'bility. Those who seem to knov^ him best tell us 

I that ’the saddest figure in America today is Ex-President 

I Wilson’. Responsibility has rested heavily ypon him.

I, He has stood for noble ideals. His health is broken but 

ii he has served well, better in all probability than any j-
v

; other man within our borders. Eight tumultuous years 

f guiding the ship of state thru the greatest storms of all 

ji history is no mean record. His opportunity has carried ,, 

'‘tremendous responsibilities. And so we. find in every 

; walk of life men conscious of their duties. The physic- 

. ian who is called to perform an operation upon his pat­

ient cannot help but feel a deep sense of responsibility

j, restlnf upon him. The Christian Instructor as she looks 

into the faces of her large class of children says, ’My,

» what an opportunity is mine*. But to uiake the most of

' it she must realize that under her care and instruction
I'' I

are Immortal beings. If she realizes this, her efforts

and conduct will clarify her vision or aim. The minister 

1 or laisman, as he stands before an audience, is consclousi 

" of his limitations and weaknesses. But eager faces are

I turned towBrd him. Hungry souls must be fed Upon the , 

bread of life. Silently he says, ’My G^od, accept ,my J

thanks for this the greatest";of all opportunities’. He 

breathes that prayer only when he realizes that human
" -- * 

-- r— — ” ■ - - - - •
I

i! '*



1 destinies are being chosen because of his message, eter- 

! nal decisions are being made as a result of what he says, 

and that men are being lifted a little closer to Q-od be-

I cause of his teaching. Then we come to the ordinary 

Christian. Maybe he has not held any great official po­

sition vrf-thin his Church. Maybe he has not spoken very 

often in prayer meeting. Some might say that he is only 

a minor cog in the great wheel oS- the Church. But within 

his soul there is a consciousness that the world has a 

right to expect the best and the right things in his con­

duct and life. Occasionally he has mentioned to his wife 

! what a grand opportunity was theirs when the good neigh- 

i bor came and spoke to them about the Christ and His redeem 

ling love. In and thru it all he has ever been aware of 
(

I the fact that responsibility is linked up with his reli- 
I .
Igion. We believe vre do not beg the question when we say, 

’IVhat is true of the individual in this particular case

;is also true of the Church'. Opportunity carries respon- 

'sibility as well as privilege. On the eve of the battle, 

[Of Waterloo (May 1815), it is said that the Duke of Wellr 

Iington never sleet during the entire night. He rode frorit 
i ■ ■ .

V *

"end to end of that far-flung English battle camp. He saw 
I 
his noble troops and heard their excellent anticipation 

'of victory over Napoleon and his brave men. As he want
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from place to place he must have thought 'vzhat an oppor­

tunity is ours*. 'To fight against the militarism which 

has so disturbed the peace of Europe for many years. We 

will win and the good news will reach Ikigland and our 

noble queen*. Then as the long hours of the night, pre-| 

ceding a death struggle like that, lengthened into early
I' 

morning his men heard him say as he continued to ride r

from regiment to regiment, *0, what will England say if
i 

we lose? VZhat will England say if we lose?’ Sol.dlers
r 

marching under the banner of the cross, we see this glorr

ious day bringing to us unsurpassed opportunities. Our

ij campaign has been planned by the Captain of our salvation.

We are His followers. V/e must win in the conflict. Let'

i not our exultation carry us away as we vlev; the golden '■

I opportunity. For there is still among us a serious con-'

I sclousness of responsibility and many men and vzomen are i
r

; heard to say, *0, what will Jesus say if we lose?* You

■agree with me that our responsibility as a Church is i

measured by our opportunity. We will not desert our lea^-

ier nor will we shun our responsibility.

S.D. G-ordon, in his unique way carries on a -conver-

; satlon or rather a dialogue betvzeen the Angel Gabriel
Ji \

®and Christ shortly after His ascension. The climax of 
6

J the story is reached when Gabriel asks, ’Well, Master, 
It
«^h%t^is_. y.o.^^lan.?« What haye^ you done about, telling, li&S-j-.-
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; v/orM that you dieti for it? What is your plan?’ The If 
‘ . !l
, Master answers, *I asked Peter and James and John and ri 
i *little Scotch Andrew and some more of them down there toif j ' il

make it the business of their lives to tbll o.thers, and 5
It 

those others tell others, etc. until 

farthest circle has heard the story, 

Ing and thralling power of it.' But 

'Master, but what if they grow tired

ally fail to tell your story of dying love.?’ Back comes|
I 

the wpndrous voice of Jesus, 'Gabriel, I haven’t made any 

other plans. I am counting on them.’ think this illu|~ 

trates quite well the fact that God’s opportunity to /iea 

with men and win them to His Christ is -in and thru men 
! who have named His name and embraced His teachings. Andj

today He is counting oh His Ehurch. Let us not forget
3
: that His Church is made 'Up of His children.

Has your close associate ever told you what a re­

markable friend he had? Ever told you of that friend’s

I ability and love and personality? Then you have come in - 
(
to the presence of that remarkable friend a.t some social

5 gathering. Your associate has come to you and taken hold 

of your arm andlihurried you ihjso the presence of that' 

wonderful person. And then he has said, 'I want you to 

knov/ my friend Mr.-- That type of spirit in the

the last man in the,'

and felt the thrill

of

Gabriel continues, t 
so and fin}-

Christian Church vzill ultimately win all the world to th^

1
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wonderful Friend of Mankind if we escort strangers to 

Him and say to them, ‘I want you to know this Friend of 

mine. I want to Introduce you to Him'. In all slnoer<} ii 

ity it was not, an easy task for you to begin to intro- j 
it

duce your associates at first, was it? When -you vzere 
c 

fifteen or sixteen it was quite an endeavor to do so, If 

am quite sure. Agter a while it became one of the joys 

of your life to liave your friends meet and get acquaint-^, 

od, Much more is this true in the realm of Christian '

living. People are longing for the time when your in- 

fluence and your effort will bring them into the presence
I.

of the Christ. Would you care to -have .as your physician' 1
a man who had' made a discovery that would heal disease

and then refuse to tell other men of his discovery? I IfJ,
am quite sure yo.u would not. The ethics of his profes- j 

i»
slon require him to impart his discovery to those who

can use it for the saving of human life. Have we Christ|i- 

lans made any discoveries concerning the power that will 

cleanse and heal? the power which by its very nature i, 

will keep men conscious of their opportunities, their '
11 

responsibilities and their sublime privilege. Having « 

made that discovery we should not hesitate to persuade J 

others of the advantages of Christian living. •
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1

III. The Necessary Cross and The New Evangelism.

Prom that tragic day when the Christ ' 

said, ’It is finished’, Christians have’Jiad'a peculiar

I awe whenthey hace heard mention of the Cross. The early 

Christians as they viewed the Cross coixld not help hut

> think of the price it had demanded of Jesus. Some still' i I
' think that because Jesus was crucified upon the cross 1 
' ' i• this particular act merited redemption for them. Since

thousands pf people have been- destroyed in this manner J 
and since the act was only an incident in the life of ‘‘ 

1 the Christ, we believe that Christ gave to the world in-^ 
[' finitely more than His life upon the cross. Constantine^. 

' contended that he saw a- vision of the cross with this
i’ 

ji inscription upon it, 'In this sign conquer'. A legend j, 

j tho it may bo, yet In a very real way Christians have 
'j conquered in life because of the associations combined | 

with this sacred emblem. Many Christians are reminded 

not only of the work of Christ as they view the cross j 
t« I
but are Impressively aware of the life work Involved for 

I them. Upon Jesus the shadow of tho cross must have fal- 

] len when John baptized Him in Jordan. In a very real 

I sense Jesus began to- .«ahry His cross at this time. I 

limAan hv thia-tme,.ofncr^a^4J-Xg of^eJiy^Qe. Mo^one^ 



1deaires to pluck one laurel from the crown He sought and 

!won in His struggle for others. The ideal Church, like 1

Jesus, must he about its Master’s business. It must be
It 

constantly bringing men to the Saviour and the Saviour "
'I 

to men. It must guard and guide His children. It must

beseech men to be saved. And it will teach them the way 

of the cross and the joys and the sorrows therein. It

I will lead men in the ways of righteousness for Hi's-name’-s^; 
laake. How aften have men felttthe hunger and thirst for 
! 11[spiritual things which did not materialize when the ’re- I 

1 ’ 
vival was over’? It is a big thing to get men to cry outl

Lord, what must I do to be saved?’, but ilj is a bigger , 

and nobler and grander thing to keep them, saved. How ! 

IJutterly have we failed as a Church many times to continuei 

[ouc work so wonderfully begun? The New Evangelism says n 
I I

I that Jesus must not bear the cross alone but that there ,, 
i liI is a cross for every Church, namely; a preserving Church,^ 

U converting Church and a teaching Church. }

5 The necessary cross associated with the New Svange- i

jlisra will not let us flee from its burdensome task. But 

31et us remember that burdensome tasks are quite often | 
< ■ j
^joyous tasks. A redeeming Church will convey an inspir-

'ing message. Men today ar'e apparently content in t^Jieir 
kairs of lethargy. It. is time for evangels of Cod’s j 

igreat twentieth century to be- dropping sticks of spirit- j



i *

31
, , , , ■ ----------------------------- ---- ----- ....................................... ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ - ■■ ,

ual dynamite hard hy th^. Men cishnot continue to go bn

in this indifferent v;ay. They must he inspired hy mes-

f sages from G-od. If you think that awakening them from I
i it

theirf^alumhers of indifference is an easy task, try it. .t
•I __

5 You can use every faculty and means at your disposal •
*1 „

!| The best thot, the noblest effort, the tireless endeav-

, ors, all will reveal that there is a cross for us here '■* j 'i
j and now. We have ventured to say that Jesus should bear'j

;'the cross alone. Have you ever seen an ’extra gang' at

i work on the railroad? Tvzenty men are ordered to carry
i a large timber-a distance of twenty yards. If one or j

five or ten men shirk a part or all of their task It “j
; means that the others must carry that much more. The I
. 51

nevz bridge cannot be completed without it. We are bulldi

lug-an eternal structure for God, the timbers (crosses)

are heavy, thank God not too heavy when vze bear the bur-H 
s 

den together. Some have grown discouraged and said con-^ 

ceming the evangelistic endeavor, 'The task Is too great

we cannot accomplish it’. Others have said, 'New Evange 

llsm with its exhortation, Inspiration and--education can 

be operated without any special or particular effort. !
r • (I

jConcerning the first objection we only need to read our 

tj Church papers and inform ourselves regarding the facts 
I

‘las related to Churches which have been carrying the nec-
>1 ’

I essary evangelistic^ross.^ These Churches are gigantic
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recruiting stations for God. People are "being redeemed-

and Christians are "being revived and chljidren are being i
II 

taught the precepts of God. As to the second objection,

Loren M. Edwards s^ys, ’Evangelism is no rocking-chair 

affair; it is no holiday engagement; it is no dress pa­

rade movement. It is toil; it is struggle; it is bloody

I sweat; it is intercession; it is soul passion; it is heart
‘ ’ if
I anguish". Jewett has rightly said, 'When we cease to ;i 

jbleed we cease to bless. The gospel of a broken heart "

I demands the ministry of bleeding hearts’. You have been, 

; commissioned by the 'Captain of our hosts'. Bearing the I 

; necessary cross is not an easy task. To knov/ youfi schol - 

j ars and their individual needs will cost you a consider-! 

able amount of thinking. To bring a message every Sun- ; 

day that will Inspire and instruct comes not without [

! prayer and fasting and study. To meet them in a social

way in order, first of all, to .win them to yourself that

I you may v/ln them to Christ is quite expensive in more
■ il

j ways than one. Wha^ has been said to the commissioned j 

officer of Christ's legions may well be said to all Christ-

immortal joys. Quite often I Year that our lack of con-

are true realities. Cross-bearing involves -heartaches 

and soiil-sorro\7ing for those who are lost to Christ's

Ians. The cost of evangelism is expensive but the results

cem hampers greatly our efforts. If we vzere wiH'ing to? 
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I do our best in this respect our ovsn strength would sur- li

; prise us. In an Iowa wheat-field a distant relative*of * 
I
mine was helping a neighbor with his harvest. The neigh­

bor felt obliged to crawl under the binder to remove the-, 

trucks. The weight of them a chine came down upon him. i*
j jj

I My distant relative did under that trying circumstance j 

iwhat it ordinarily would have taken two men to do. He J 
’ lifted one end of the heavy machine from his neighbor i' 
i s
and friend. Why? The life of the man was depending upoij

jhis super-strength and he realized it. Nev?. Evangelism 

insists that we become alarmed and concei*ned and also ae4

] tive as we behold our loved ones in a lost condition.

jjWho are to carry the cross which the new day brings to "

!us? Those who are brave and courageous enough to do so. <1 

iThe task is not for those who are fearful and afraid,
I

'jneither is it for those who foll'ow for loaves and fishes. 
■1

The first will forsake Him vzhen dangers arise. The lat-
I

'ter will turn back when the loaves and fishes fail. Ourj

,|Christ heroically carried His cross in moments of great-j 
I 'IJest danger. He who had power to summon the .legion og an-j .

igels to His side for protection let a fevt hirelings of

^Rome and Judaism arrest Him and hurry Him away.

[j The four gospels are quite espllcit regarding the 

jthings that Jesus did and tije things that Jesus said.

'Never do we nee,Him In_the^Nevp.Testament mirror whenHe ....
‘.f - - ■ jp

!

_4__________________ iii ■■ ■•'Ma.aMiafek'.lH
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j is unconscious of His cross. In regard to the minister- 

jing He said, ’I came not to be ministered unto but to 
t
^minister’. In regard to prayer He suggests, ’Pray with- 

jOut ceasing’. If Jesus vms obliged to, do so surely we i 
! • : 
jtoo will be obliged to pray. In regard to gibing He sal^, 

Ij’It is mor eblessed to give than to receive’. This char- i! 
t
■lacterizes the motive, the conduct and the life of our

bear it. ‘Not my will but thy will be done’. No one

Christ. His agoninzing prayer in the quiet and beautiful, 
I
harden of Gethsemane does not imply that He wanted the
■I ’ '
jcross to fall from His sho .Iders, but rather that He ralghjt

'doubts the way Jesus lived for others, how He spent His *1 I
life energy and all for the betterment of mankind. As

Christians we ought to train our lives according to the’ - *1 ’
tenor of His life. Never do we find Him trying to shift 

■Ithe burdens or responsibilities to the shoulders og' othei** 

ipeople. This should be our motto, ’The consecrated crosa-

Il’ll bear till death shall set me free’. Fifty men 
s jwomen inspired to live according to this motto will

'{lutionize the conduct and life of any city.

and 

revo-

■I You ask how much time you should give to this work
J
of bringing men to God? Stewardship is not limited th 
'jthe financial realm. One man in this church confessed in

mis rather retiring manner that he knew vrhat It was to

Itithe in finance and in service. No wonder the work in 
U - ----- ■. ........ ............................  - -- ----- -—
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His department is progressing wonderfullyl And do you " 

say it will take a lot of mental, physical and nervous I

energy? Of course it will. But remember anything worth?

doing for G-od is worth doing well. The silver .coin which

does the most good is the one in circulation or service.

It is moving from one person to another bringing the nee 

essaries of life. 'It is much better* to wear out than j
If

rust out.’ In this particular respect the silver coin J

can teach us a mighty good lesson. V^hen the victorious

Christian is closing his careei?, do people say of him

that he has wasted his life for others? Opposite the

|name of one of our departed members I wrote in our church 

'“record, 'she lived for others'. The son was not at all J 
t 3
I surprised that I had done so. He knew, tho ray acquain- " 
Itance with her was only a year, that I had understood ,

the supreme motive of her life. j
5

j During holy week we are to have services every nighT, 

jThe success of this service depends largely upon the way 

jlyou people ad3.ust your time during those seven days and 
5
Jnights. Only the most unusual things should keep you I 
^away from the service. A man high up In one of the world's 

jSbest fraternal orders is making plans for some 'brother' 
jto take his duties for that week. That type of spirit j 

iis sure to win. Mu earnest prayer and desire is that no 

^parties, amusements oB entertainments Will attract our
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young men and women, "boys and glrl-s, during that holy 

week. Spend less time ih play that week that you may 

have more time doing' the will of your Father as it is ! 

related to thit week of service. Suppose we lay aside j 

everything excepting our work-and duties, including even’' 

fancy work, and spend our extra time in prayer and study 

of the scripture and reading’ good "books and inviting 

people to Church and to God. Jesus meant something o:f 

thi.s nature in" the way of service v/hep he'-said, ’He that 

will save His life shall lose i't and vzhosoever will lose!! 

(or spend) his life for my sake shall find it’. ! *1 
The people vzho constitute an evangelistic Church

must "be sympathetic. History'g greatest illustrations i 
are to be found in this particular phase of life when vze{ 

study the ttiree years of Christ’s ministerial career. j 

With His disciples He went into Nain where they met the k 
ii 

jfuneral procession of a widow’s only son. And when He 5 
il
;j saw the lonely widow. He had compassion on her and said, C 

; 'Weep not'. There is no sympathy like the Chrlstiah’g 
<1 
sympathy. He saw the multitude hungry as the evening 

shadows lengthened, and He had compassion upop them. j 
* The lepers cries out, 'Have mercy upon usl’ and He with-J 

{held not His mercy. The blind and the deaf and the lame! 
1J and the sinful and the sorrowing all came unto Him and i 

 I the._8ym^atAlM-nR_Je3_us_ja.uldjPLt. i6»o£Q^^ligtt>_JEheix:



troubles and difficulties He shared and won them to the

: New Life. People sometimes resent the spirit of sympathy I I
If they are not in need of it but generally speaking

' they are giad for such a Christly attitude. Dr. Dawson
J II

I tells of a chaplain who was offering *consilations of

I religion* to a convict as he vzas on his way to the scaf-

] fold when the doomed man turned abruptly to the chaplain 
Sand said, *Do you believe that?’ If you do believe it |

I why why not act as if it were true? Why not act as if , ■1
i you cared? If I believed that I would crawl across Eng-j 

I land on broken glass to tell men that it was true.'* The"

I statement of the criminal reveals the fact that sjrmpathy,, «
I **: will win men to G-od. If the Church really cares for menij

il and women away from G-od, no cost, no sacrifice, no ser-

.vice, no sympathy will be too great for them. It will i q
I ring true to the Master's command, 'Preach the gospel to 

every creature*. The result has been favorable to the

Kingdom. When the Church shows and proves to the men jj 

J and women av/ay from G-od that it cares, they will accept . 

pits doctrine and serve its G-reat Leader, the Christ. « 
pWhat I have said on another occasion will bear repeating^ 

’ •** Il
The one Si^reme Task of the individual and the Church is

'i saving sould, lifting people G-odward.
il So far I have tried to say that there*s a cross for 

,'|_eyeryon.e...- .Qarx^ing^this c£QaajiillJial^ttmg*_®e56y4  ̂_ 



life-blood, sympathy and consecration, -the divine attri­

butes Ges has

Him for the part He-' has given you in Hitsfail to thank

vze not to look upon this cross-bearing-as .

given you. Thank Him for -them and never

J program. Are 
i|

something humiliating and undesirable? Kar from it. Ou

of these positions of responsibility there flows the trup 

joy, the Christ life and-love. Happiness has never- been!
1 fully understood by those who are not acquainted with thl

1
toils and duties and sacrifices afforded by the Christiar.

jlife. Do not think that money, friends, health, educa­

tion, social standing, and good morals are substitutes

for carrying the cross. They contribute Jo happiness but

alon’e will utterly fall in bringing it. May the poetic i 

words of young Lyte, after he had dedicated himself to 

God In his senior college year, be our words, ’Jesus, I 

I-my cross have taken, all to leave and follow thee’.’ Then 
v;ill we approach the throne of God In a very real manner | 

Then will oiAr spiritual lives be quickened. Then will I 
men be converted and trained and developed into th life 

of service^ For this work God is calling volunteers.

! Who will respond to His call?
Somewhere during our late war I read cencemlng an j 

officer who wanted five or six men to volunteer their 

services in a dangerous yet all-important piece dif work'.
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T/anted -these men to steal out under the cover of dark-r 

ness and out the barbed wire which wa a considerable shi 

I eld to some machine-guns which had hindered their advance 
Knovdng the task to be one which could only ba done by I 

jbrave, heroic and efficient men, he asked his company of, 

jmen who would volunteer? ’Those whs) will willingly do 

J so advance one pace'. Turning his back to the men he j 

(gave the command, 'Forward, Liarchi' Facing what he had 

considered the bravest men all along the western front 

he saw them standing-apparently as they had been before, 

jHe began to rebuke them by saying, ’li it possible that 

i I have not a man for this noble work?' , when the young j 

sergeant saluted him and said, 'Sir, they have all ad­

vanced one pace and are at yourrservice'. Gress-bearing

' explains our needs and the workd's call. It must have 

volunteers. Who are they? Who will say, 'Here, Lord,

5 am I. Send me' ?
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fIV* New Evangelisni and Its Grown

We have not limited evangelism to any |
h

partisrular type. Nor has it been our aim to- discourage J
ii

any- form of evangelism that will, grip the lives, of men S
J

and send them forth with a new song ’on their lips-’ •

The Master used every legitimajse means possible to call ■'** -V
men unto Himself. Christ's doctrine'and message and^ in-..

struct!on is ever new. His code of morals and ethics -is. 

not* outgrovjn. His ideals as related to society are not i!

old-fashioned. We marvel as we sense the modem fervor ;;
fl, 

of that great reformer and that spiritual transformer. J 

We can guage the standard of our revival efforts by His j 

method. He appealed to the crowds which thronged Him on I

every side. He sought and won many followers in this j 

method. He went forth winning disciples and followers

by personal or individual means. The secret of His effig- 
1

lent method lay in the fact thit He trained men ^in moralj ,

ethics and religion*. May it be proclaimed by every min-

1 ister and layman ’vzhen Jesus trains men abd directs their 
Sactlon’ they will see opportunities each day of their 

Jllves. The cross, tho it be a heavy one, will not be 
j too heavy. The cost may not be feispensive but not too ex -
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pensive. For these scholars have learned ffom a teacherj 
)

’come from God’. In Jesus' mind none were too young or *; 

, too old, too rich or too poor, too strong or too weak, j 
to sit at His feet and leam the elementary lessons cSfl- J 

I religion and of salvation. The entire New Testament was 
s 
jj written for the purpose of edifying and instructing. , 
<)
After one has surrendered his life to the Christ he must 

'[he willing to learn concerning His doctrine, His deeds, ]{ 

,) and His sayings. Only the-pther day a gentleman said, ” 

, 'If a man takes time to study God's word and ^peak with 1 
t I
j God in prayer every day he will not wander very far from!

it

" the Christian life’.. The devoted layman had caught the
* I

vision of Christian growth, training and development. !

The summons of the Father led Jesus to the River

I Jordan. Forty days In the wilderness revealed to Him th> 

' kind of Kingdom God's Messiah was to establish. He saw 

’ ttee opportunity. He felt the responsibility as it fell ' 
, tt
j upon His shoulders. And He thanked God for the privilege 
‘ II

He was to endure and enjoy. Long before He spent that f 
i!j’memorable night in Gethsemane He had seen the cross. '

i 
MYillingly He bore it, regardless of the consequences. | 
I Follovzlng all this He wore a crown, not of thorns nor of 

‘thrones, but an invisible, triumphant crown which was in ■ 
Jdicatlve of loyalty to God.
tii



the Kingdom of God upon the eafcth. New EvangellBm in­

forms us that the Church is not an end in itself, only 'a 

mnand to an end. Its members are obedient today not be-^ 

cause they f^ar the lake of fire and brimstone, nor be- * 

cause of the reward ’offered*. They work and toll and

' labor in His harvest field partly because duty demands « 
’ '!i but largely because of the joy found therein. Recently | 

j a minister asked a group of young men why they did not I 

'attend church regularly. The answer was’vze are not inter- 
>1
il ested*. That minister and that church took the hint and
ft
8 began to do things that would Interest the young men. j 
! i'
jl Especially have they been given some worthy task to per-’
J form aJ^d some goal to reach. Needless to say:;' in a yearns 
! I

time tneir number increased more than one hundred per

! cent. The most skillful and by far the most successful

! Instructors today are those who can stimulate that inters 
.i est and awaken a sense of joy in the hearts of their fel|L 
] low-students and co-workers- All beneficial work s^jouldj 
1! . ® 
8 be made a study and all study should be work. Joy in do-| 
li I
I Ing one’s task is thfe all-important factor. . If th task I 

' becomes a drudgery and offensive it is because interest i 

i and joy have ceased. Every artist, with the paint brtish; 

with the muslirian's soul, with tin poet’s pen, with ©lo-l 
’’
j quent speech, has loved his work and enjoyed the efforts^ 

iiimlXSJ-=i^reiiL«.=...^E^cyj3tu’^tiaSL^hoj4^he^ca2abl^ of J.



.seeing the joys and privileges associated with the Nevf

Evangelism, be able to confront his neighbor and friend

. V/1 th a soixL aflame with spiritual fervor. The nelghbos

will feel the jojs and share the G-od-given interests E 

j« Then there is tie thrill of victory, ’if we do not ' 
(■ ' 
" catch men we are in great danger of losing even the de- {
J sire to catch them. Our purposed activity is In peril | 

'of becoming a dream. Let me counsel my fellow preachers

il in the lay ministry to make up their minds to 'catch one *
Il ,
llsoul, to go about it day and night until the soul is won> 
1
Ij And when they have gained one man for the Master I have n

Ithen no fear as to what will be their resultant mood. I 
■ The joy of catching a soul is unspeakablel V/hen we havs'j 

'] got one soul we become possessed by the passion for souls 
ji ■ !
1 Get one and you will want a .crowdI And let me say this j, 

* further word. Keep a list of the names of the souls you^ 
I wl for the Klgg, and if on any day you are apt to be • j 

'! cast down, and the lightness and buoyancy go out of your« 
it 'I5 spirit, bring out that list and read It over, and let

■’ i
■' the contemplation of those saved lives set .your heart

I
a-singing and inspire you to fresh and more strenuoust’

i!work. It is a good thing to have lists of the Lord’s 
■' I
mercies by v/hlch to drive av^y the clouds in a day of s 

I adversity. Let your labor be directed to the immediate 

4x>artohlng-^f=4n-en=4‘-ar»=th^“L^?d-y^^U&tF-’i-s--=a^g-reaFt=--mat t er- -to^



I take a trout early in ^Jcour trial’.’ Jowett, ’The 

Passion for Souls’.)

When I v/as a boy there were certain things 3> liked 

i to do. I would do them not for the pay nor the wage in- 

i volved but because I enjoyed the work. Firing a traction 

engine when the threshers came to our farm was one of, 

my early joys, l^he engineer never had to tell me how 

! much the pay would be nor did I worry about asking hjm. 
j He always paid me more than I expected and more, than I 

jl earned. Years later found me operating a steam engine 

JI with a threshing outfit. Boys would climb all over the 
■i 
j cab and the large wheels. They vzould dhovel the coal 
5 
3 for the same purpose I had shoveled it a few years be- 
I fore.

• A certain Church had planned to conduct a reviv^^l 
II 

service. The minister was authorized to secure the evan

! elist singer. He spoke to a man regarding the singing 
II
: and asked him if it would be possible to secure his ser- 

; vices. The singer looked at his vest-pocket calendar 

j and found that there would be no conflicting dates. In 

! fact he was not going to be busy during any of that time 

I His statement was,’I am in the game for what I can get 

I out of it'. His price was prohibitive. Another^ singer 

.. who was a tnorogSAng Christian,, when asked if he would 

lAgaisX^{l..l.e.ajijLr_n.f_tite^a.inging^aid.^.^J-JLill^-b£usX:ad.:Aa==
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do so for the good of th cause, and- it won't cost- you 1

anything”. The latter man was v^illing to* do personal j i{ 
work and not only remain for the entire service but re- I

main for the after-service. It is not my motive to ad- t! j.
versely criticise the first singer. He knew his affairs'

better-than the minister, It is my aim to call your at-'

. tention to the type of service rendered by the singer

J mentioned second. He was'interested in the movement. ■ 
1 He derived joy from the task he helped to perform. Life I 

I means something more than just being in the game for wh&t 

’one can get out of it. It means joy in service and* sac-ii 
’ Il 
jrlfice, wearing the crown when th work is done. V?hy J

j does the mocking bird sing? Not only has the ornlthologi

I ist tried to ansvfer the question but the psychologist I

and the philosopher have said, 'For the joy he -derives j, 
“ I:
ji from his work’. So with th poet we might say for beast"II y 
j and bird have felt and heard the joys of doing its work. ,, 
1!

In our evangelistic plan the crown is not a mater-
i lallstic 'affair. 'Moth and rSist doth not corrupt it. ’ J

; Nor do thieves carry it away. V/e cannot merit nor can J,

we earn the crown alone. But this- does not mean that '■
tl

’ G-od has a few select people upon -whom he is going to con^ 
! ' !l
1 fer favors because they happen to be the select fev;. j 

ti There were valleys thru which Jesus was obliged to travel 
i ''j before He wor^ His, trlxmiphant crov/n. There were loads i, 

II
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! to lift and crosses to bear. His Church is conscious of [
j such things for it today. Lifting a world toward God is;

'■ our task. We prove our eligibility to the crown as wb ''

ji succeed in doing do. There were those who stood^ around J
J

the suffering Christ as He endured the pain of the crossj!

Sand said, ’He saved others, Himself He cannot save*. J

S How true were those words. And how true they still remain
? 1,

I for those vzho have taken up His endeavors. Mame the Church

] es that are wearing the crown today and you will name J

I the Churches filled with Christ's spirit. Shurches that!
* are interested above everything else in saving those ! 

■
who are within and without its fold. If we chose only

one of the tv;o we have failed. If we would win we must J

J direct and we must ’correct’. The Churches of extreme ' 

wealth and extreme poverty have an undisputed right to

this crown, and so have all the Churches between these two.

8 ’Not everyone that saith. Lord,Lord, shall 'enter the i f
I Kingdom of God, but he that doeth tte will of God'. Not

' only does this New Svangelism call for faith but it callb
It
for work. 'By their fruits ye shall Imow them'. The

athlete deprives himself of certain kinds of food that j 

he may gain more speed, have more endurance and stand a 

better chance in winning the contest. This same athletej'

may be a two-mlle runner. Before he'makes prpper adjust^ 

-L-mentxxaiid^eaters-zthe. ^J^aifllct, it. Is-Jiecessary^tha^-JiQ^^yg^
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a desire to run. And then following that desire there 
arises th desire to win and wear -the -^crown’. Paul, I 

wrltingsto ths Corinthians, said, *So run that ye at-
i 

tain'. Attain what? Was he speaking about the garland j 
that the^ winner was to have as a token of his success? I 

I 
Vfes he talking about the corruptible crowi which fades I 

'away in on© generation? No I He was urging them to' win J 

the incorruptible crown that awaits any Church or band 

of people which does God's will. We understand that re-" 

quirements are made for entrance into this eternal con­

flict. Remember He who wins In the conflict between ! 

right and wrong is our director, our guide, our spirit­

ual advisor. We need only to obey His teachings and Hlsi 

mode of living if we would wear the crown. Modem meth-' 

ods and means do not destroy the motive nor the spirit I 

that has merited victory on the "part of the Church. Of 

course we hear a few deluded souls who mean well contendj- 

Ing that they have a monopoly on the power which grants 

them the privilege of sitting oh the right hand of Jesusi 

in His eternal realm. New Evangelism speaJcp in tones J 

that are clear and intelligible. 'To any Church that 

carries Its 'cross’ there is an incorruptible crown.' j' 

May th power of G-od take hold of every Church, omitting 

no member, and send it forth in a more detexralned way 

__to_ gain the crown,_even- tho. lt be an expensive .prpcedure_i
- J

I
1 ‘1



or undertaking. |

Following what has "been said there logically arisesj 

this question, ’What to do with the crown when won?’ 

Winning the crown comes after croas-beai'ing. Retaining 
1 

the crown demands a continuation of cross-bearing. Sav­

ing not the Church but those within and those without 

its fold is the task which confronts us. Any Instltutiojr 

which functions in this manner will by the vex*y nature 

of things save and preserve Itself. If from our Church (I 
there goes forth into the crowded vzays of life young j

men and young women who are followers of Christ, vre are 

proud and glad. If they succeed well in the calling of 

their choice many are glad to own them as tiielr friends. 

At the close of special sravice in which men and women 

were lifted toward God, an editor of a dally paper said 

concerning the man who conducted the meetings, ’A local 

boy who has made good’. Not because he was simply a mlnj-
5 

ister hut because he was a Christian man who was fighting 
tr 

the battle for God upon the home fields as well as in i

his own parish. My personal obsrevatlon proved to me th^t II
men were only too anxious to claim him as a boyhood frielid

The fact of that matter was that they rejoiced because

he had won the crown and was defending it. When an insti­

tution like the Church wins the crown its menbers should"
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see that it is retained. Do you ask how we can aid in 

this great enterprise? How can we help our Church to || 

preserve and keep her crown? The temptation which most I
! ”

■ individuals have to oomha;^ is the 'wholesale method'. “ 

Where it is possible to bring people into the Chruch by H
i the thousands and by the hundreds all well and good.

II
3 But the majority of the Churches cannot do this. They |i 

are to learn the lesson taught by the story of the Tor- « 
toise and the Hare running a race. Do the work well andj

II 
keep at it. For we are eternal builders in the temple j*

I beautiful. I knew of a man who used to hunt wild game J 

in Montana. He was quite an accurate marksman. Whenaa f
I . I

ij flock of sage hens or grouse flew up before him he al-
!j I

ways singled out just Dne and he generally brot down the; 

one. Quite often some of the shot scattered before it f

I reached the object of his aim and succeeded in brlLnging 

others to the ground. We are G-od’s marksmen. Prospec-

' tive candidates for His KAngdon are ever before us. Ouri

aim, our prayer, our effort must be centered upon speoif^^c

J individuals. We can bring them to G-od and bringing them 
J
5incidentally helps to bring others.

■ Retaining the crown moans an increase in membership

iwhich is not to be despised. But if this were all, we

I question if it would be worth while. There is more than 
q
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this to our program. A spiritually awakened Church ac- ;

tively engaged in the work og Christ means a flood-tide
1 ofblessings pouring In upon a community- No’ home in thi^s 

city is so low and VTretched hut what God’s love can trans­

form it. And when the homes are blessed in this way it i 

means better citizens in every respect. Churches with ' 

this vision are recruiting stations for God. City and i . 

state and governmental officials must find the way of the 

cross if they are to be the most proficient in their po­

sitions of public trust. Teachers and scholars must seek 

the crown by the Gethsemane method. Business men cannotj 

escape the outward flow of the spiritual progress as it 

sends forth its eedeeming agencies. Wearing the crown 

means a larger and a better Sunday School, more Interestj 

in th Church which esults in larger congregations. EromJ 

these congregations young life is to consecrate itself J
I

to special Christian .service'. Inaa word, the Church, the 

I city, the schools, the shate, and the God-given instruc-l 
tl I
j tlon called home will be blessed and given a vision of 
i His worj among us- Where there, is a vision ihe people | 
j!
!i perish not for they are wearing the crown of life.'I !
'I
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