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JESUS CHRIST OUR IDEAL

There le only one unique character in the history 
of the human race that appeals to our intellectual and 
TOral insight as ideal* We have kings many,warriors 
sany,prophets many,teachers maQZiand saints many,but 
snly one Jesus Chrlat. When sen once get a gllapse 

Jesus cairist^all otimr Characters sink into insig­
nificance and vanish like the stars before the rising 
Btm* Jesus Christ stands alone as the Light of the 
world* He is the Divine Light that "llghteth every 
man coming into the world***

In our study then of this wonderful character,we 
[but point in the direction of the object of our 

iration but not reach an adequate expression of its 
passing grandeur and glory. Therefore,just as a 
Id utterly ignorant of the distance of the stars 
nts towards theffi,so.dS9 can but point to the Ideal 
t lies before and beyond us.

There are many ways of studying this striking char< 
er. It is our purpose therefore to confine ourssl*

to three prominent features In the life of Jesus, 
serelate respectably to his divine origin and ap;j 
aCh to men throu^ nie Incarnation,his divine mis- 
Q of love and redexiptlon for a lost and ruined race 
ralnatlng in his death and resurrection,and finally

divine presence In our hearts attested by the wit- 
8 of the Holy Spirit.

In regard to his divine origin and approach to men 
through hie Incamatlon^^we are at once confronted with 
the problem of hie Super-human birth. Of course this 11 so implies his pre-existence. Immediately therefor^

are obliged to take sides against the humnit ar lane 
Idio will hear of nothing miraculous concerning Jesus 
mrist.
I But the miraculous is no obstacle only to the hide • 
pound necessatarlan.or materiallet,who will hear of
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lothing "but abstractions such as matter and fores and 
notion. A oystem of things run by blind mechanism , 
or even started off by an intelligent Being and then 
left to vorh itself out from sheer neoesSl^,would ,of 
Bourse,exclude everything ^Cttoulous* But such a q lystem demands that everywii^,even to the minutest 
ietaile.has from all time,been potentially provided fo 

But it is not the purpose of this .^esls to prove 
the possibility of the miraculous,nor even to prove th i 
Eivinity of Jesus Christ. We assume these from the 
tart. But while ve make this assumption,it Is not*

^Ithout a rational and historical basis.
The ethical natxzre of God is such that ,ln Its ab- 

solute perfection,there is a demand for a pejrfeot ob­
ject of love* Love without an object to love is un­
thinkable. And love that cannot reciprocate in like 
response is not an adequate object of love* Finite 
beings are not an adequate object of lore for the In­
finite. nothing short of a co-eternal whosebill absolutely reciprocates with the Infinite will Seould be an adequate object of lore*
I In speaking of Jesus as the Son of God we must not 
carry temporal destlnctlons into God. God is not in 
time but founds time in human intelligence^ as a mark 
of its finite limitation* The same is true of space* 
Space and time are marks, of finite 1 imitations.\ But 
the Infinite has no limitations. Kevertheless  ̂the 
Infinite may inpose limitations iqpon the finite,and 
aven upon itself in order to accomplish its own purposts 
in and through the finite.

It Is this fact that has made possible the advent 
of Jesus Christ into the world under hunan limitations 
But if he had suddenly appeared in our world as a full 
grown man,and had immediately begun to perform miracle 
to raise the dead,to heal the sick,cleanse the lepers, 
cast out derils and feed the multitudes,he would not 
only have startled all the world but he would have 
actually demoralized the human race. As long as this would be kept up the whole race would naturally run I 
after him. But imagine the paralysis that would have befallen the people upon his disappearance againl 
Or Imagine ,if you please,that he had remained on the



earth under such conditions,what kind of race would we have hadj Of course everybody would have shouted 
long live the Uessiah. Al3 business,all human indust­
ries would have come to a standstill(for there would 
tare been no need to have worked when the Messiah ,at 
a word ,could have clothed and fed them and healed 
their diseases*

But the Is^ulse that would have drawn them to the 
Vaster would have been only that of the brute* Even 
la herd of swine will follow after the herdsman for the 
sake of the food he gives them. This does not requlra 
■any moral Insight on the part of the swine* Had JesuJ 
come and remained on the earth making a spectacular 
show after that fashion,the whole human race would 'doubtless have endeavored to have migrated to Falestln), 
Sand would have fought like beasts to get within reach 
jof the Master.Mo,' The human race could not be helped 
Borally and spiritually aftgr that fashion.

Vhen Jesus took on human limitations,It had to be 
done in such a way as to convey to the human race,in 
BUI intelligent way,God*s holy will concerning them. 
Hierefor,Qod was obliged to approach them on a plane 
that was on a level with themselves* Xf sinful men 
■ere to be made conscious of the ^ivineV^lland led to 
respond to it,their wills must be reacher through their 
understanding. And if human wills were to be moral­
ized, then the Divine Will must not coerce,but give free­
dom to the human will ,and win by the conqpulsion of lovp 
through the human understanding. If men were to Ica.m 
that humility,obedience,dillIgence,faith,and brotherly 
love,were essential to secure divine favor,and that 
ceremonial rites without these essentials are an abom­
ination to the Lord,then Jesus must approach the human 
race in such a way that these ideas might be forever 
fixed in the human understanding.It was suitable therefore that he should make l^ls 
visible approach to men un^r the form of hunan offspr Ln insuch a sainner as to call attention to his Divine | 
Origin. But to have come into the world ai-’Jwi ordin J 
ary child,without any special Divine recognition,would
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hare defeated the very purpose of his coming. 
Intended that the Divine should he recognized 
was intended also that the Divine and human should he 
anited;or in other words,that the Divine should take 
on human limitations.

"ffe are not surprised therefore that sufficient an­
nouncement was made to the responsible parties ooncemiid 
in this momentous eveht^hout to take place. ffe are 
not surprised that the race Itself had heen prepared 
fciy the prophets for the coming of the Great Deliverer, 
the nighty Counselor. That hls kingship should he 
ir^oognlzed by a special forerunner in the person of 
John the Baptist Is certainly becoming such a mighty 
Bee. That the Host High and Holy God at the proper 

should announce,through a heavenly messenger to 
^thie extraordinary honor tdxich the Almighty was 

jto confer on the human race^through her was befitting 
Hls Holy Uajesty. And that he should condescend to 
explain to the bewildered Mary the method of the con­
ception is likewise fitting. Ihelanguage in which ths
intelligence was conveyed has a holy awe and surpassing jgrandeur that betokens the Divine Majesty. "The Holy 
Spirit shall come upon thee,and the power of the Host 
High shall overshadow thee: where fore also the holy thl ^ich is begotten shall be called the Son of God". 
And as If to give her a visible sign to confirm her 
faith,he adds,"And behold,Elizabeth thy kinswoman,she 
also hath conceived a son in her old age:and this is [the sixth month with her that was called barren."

At this moment the true character of Mary gleams forth like an evening star. With holy resignation t 
the Divine Will .regardless of the reproaches of Ignor- 
^t men and^speolally the suspicions that would natu^ 
ally arise In the mind of her espoused Joseph,she meekly 
said,"Behold,the handmaid of the LoCdibe it unto me 
according to thy word". *But other evidences also followed. When Elisa­
beth waa^.greeted by Mary.,she declared that when the 
mother.of her Lord drew near and her voice was heard 
that the habe^ though yet unbom^leaped within her foi
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ter the birth of the promised If^slah 
definitely foretold,eeven centuries bo­

at Uicah,that it urould be Bethlehem^

The lopulseB and motives of this mighty pollt- 
dealing with the antagonlBtlo Impulses 
people were all used to bring about a

Joy. Miraculous tokens were also connected with the 
announcement of the birth and naming of John the Bap­
tist. Zacharias was stricken dumb from the day of th announcement till the day of naming the chlld^John* J 
Moreover Joseph too who had begun to suspect the unfig 
delity of his spouse and was minded to put her away 
privdly was also informed of what had happened^ in time 
to prevent a divorce.

Even the non-Jewish world had its part in the cul­
mination of this great event. The Boman Esplre had 
been extended till it lnolud(|d Palestine,and was exert­
ing an Influence wherever its political power held 
eway. 
leal power in 
of the Jewish 
desired end.

The place 
nad even been 
Tore by the pro; 
Rls words are expressive of a deep seated conviction, 
and are uttered with genuine prophetic exultation ae ke excl aims, "But thou,Bethlehem Sphrathah,ehlch art ,'j 
little to be among the thousands of Judah,out of thee 
ohall one come forth unto me that Is to be ruler In ^rael ivhose goings forth are from old,from everlasting, 
msrefore will he give them up,until the time that she 
who travailoth hath brought forth:then the residue of 
feis brethren shall return unto the Children of Israel". 
But nevertheless It was inconceivable to the Jew that 
the Messiah should be bom outside of Jerusalem,even 
though his ancestdra might be traced through the Bouse 
and lineage of David of Bethlehem.(I Sam. 17:12)

But the Great Maker of history and Director of hu tan 
affairs so co-ordinated events that even this predict on 
was fulfilled. And the chief instrument through vtoi m 
this was made possible was the hated Boman authority. 
Here natural events ,in exceeding complex rolatlonSj 
were used to bring about a si^ematural purpose. 
Luke's remark about the "first enrolment made when 
Quirinius was govenor of Syria"coinpared with the eta* - 
ment in Matthew,that Jesus wag born In l^thlehem of
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I But to return to the Banner of enrolment, He rod was 
^u31y aware of the prejudice of the Jews against ant­

ing foreign. Be therefore catered to the Jewish 
entifflont by giving the enrolment a tribal character 
d thus numbered the tribes of Israel.

It seems quite probable that,In making this conces- 
lonto Jewish sentiment,Herod provided unconsciously 
in excuse for Uary as well as for Joseph li^oing 

Bethlehem. Edershelm remarks that ."perhaps for 
reasons idilch will readily suggest themselve^ , 

Joseph' and Uary might be glad to leave irazareth,and see 
f possible,a home in Bethlehem. Indeed so strong 
as the feeling that it afterwards required special jivine direction to induce Joseph to relinquish this 
lOsen place of residence,and to retunx to Galilee.
n these circumstances,Mary,now the wife of Joseph,thpt 
landing to him only in the actual relationship of be- 

Ax^thed^would,o_f_cp)i^‘8Q.acodnp^^ her husband to Bethlehem.

ludaea in the days of Herod the king"f^at once calls 
aur attention to the fact,;that,granting the truth of 
50th narratives,we are brought face to face with a 
3011^1 ication of political events not easy to explain.

Considerable light,however,has been thrown on the 
subject by V.U.Hamsay in his book entitled,"Vas Chris L 
Bom In Bethlehem?” In his cogent and lucid way,hs ^owsthat "there was a system of periodic enrolment 
Ln the Province Syria.,according to a Fourteen Year’s 
^ole,and the first enrolment was made in the year 8 
B.C. He further explains how that King Herod ,Ao 
had lost the favor of Ax2gu8tu8,wa8 henceforth treated 
as fia subject,and was obliged to submit his kingdom jto the enrolment plan. But that Herod,on the plea 
Of sending embassji^^ to Augustus,skillfully succeeded in winning the consent of Satumlus,govenor of Syria, 
In getting the enrolment postponed,from time to time, 
(ill two years had elapsed. He thinks therefore the t 
ihe first enrolment probably took place in the autumn 
if B.C.6. Edersheim,Cassel,and others,however Jiold 
oo the 25th of Itecember as the date of our ^ord’e birtb , 
Sdereheim tells us that the 9th Tebheth.or 25th of 
jember wm regarded by the Jews as the birthday of 
mrl8t,and was ,without giving'reasons,marked as a faStf
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near Tibur

Irrespective of this,every feeling and hope In her zouab 
nave prowted such a course .and there is no need to alsGUse Aether Roaan or J^ewlBh^Census^usage required 
her presence,Question idiich,lf put,would have to he 
answered in the negative”.

In regard to Luke’s etatftment that Qulrinlua was 
govenor of Syria,there has been much discussion. But 
|the light of archaeological discoveries has made It 
reasonably evident that Luke was right in his use of 
jl^e term military leader. It is generally agreed that 
Sentius Saturnius governed Syria from 9-7B.C.>Quinot- Sius Varus from 7-4B.C.,and that Herod died in 4B.C. 
it is alsoagreed that Publius Sulpicius Quirinius was 

‘govenor of Syria from 6-9A.D. Ole difficulty there­
fore which arises is to reconcile Luke’s statement wit i 
these historical facts. But some recent discoveries 
throu^ archaeological research here come to our assis­
tance.

Bams ay tells us that "there was found 
in A.D. 1764 a fragment of marble with part of on in­
scription, idilch is now preserved in the Latheran Mus­
eum of Christian Antiquities.... The inscription recoils
the career and honors of a Homan official idio lived 
in the reign of Augustus and survived that Emperor. 
He conquered a nation;ho was rewarded with tw^ Sjgj^ii- 
catiojwft'tand theOrnamenta gorge-bus of a tl^umpning ^S'new jWitth ivory sceptre
and chariot,etc. ;he governed Asia as prbconsol;and 
twice governed Syria as legatus of the divine Auguatui.
^^ough the name of that official has perished,yet 
scholars are convinced that Quirinlus is the officer 
referred to. It is therefore practically certain thi .t 
■his government in Syria A.B. 6-9 was his second ten­
ure of office". That he held office in Syria and car 
Tied on war wit the Homonadenses and received suppli­
cations on two different occasions is a known fact of 
history. Besides historical evidence goes to .show 
that the two years,during vhich Quirinlus was admlni- 
string Syria and conquering the Homonadenses,could no . 
l^ave been later than B.C. 5-3 and most probably was 
earlier.
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Whether or not ve allow Bazsaayt^s interpretation of 

the historical data to represent the facts ,«e must ae

Baatsay tells us that,”about B.C. 8-5 Augustus made 
a great effort_tQ pacify the dangerous and^troublesome mountaineers of Taurus-to prevent the continue plun^ ©ring ©hich they practiced on the peaceable provinces 
|towhich they were neighbors,Asia,Galatia and Syrla-Cll - 
Ida,and to avenge the death of the Boman tributary 
Cing of GBlatia,Amyntas,in B.C. 2S. Both the goveno* 
of Galatia and the governor of Syria were required in 
the work. This was evident since "Galatia did not 
jontain an army,and the adninistratioh of Syria-Cill- 
31a had always to intervene,when Boman troops were p? 
leeded during that period on the eastern Boman frontie 'i

In B.C. 6 Comutus Aquila g^emor of Galatia laid 
the foundation of the Boman organization in that prov­
ince,and established a military road system connect­
ing a series of garrisoned cities • About the same 
time military operations were conducted in Syria.

It seems probable that ^dien Varus came to bo govor . 
lor in Syria in B.C. 7 that ’Augustus perceived that 
ihe internal affairs of the province would require all 
;he er^rgy of the regular governor,and sent at the sami 
time,a special officer with th© usual title Liouton- 
uit of Augustus to administer tha military resources 
>f tile province and specially to conduct the war again! t 
;he Homonadenses and any other foreign relations that 
demand military intervention. Moreover Varus had no 
experience warjand an experienced officer was needet , 
Cb-us QulriniUs conducted the war .pretty certainly, in 
B.C. 6’.Already we have noted that ths first periodic en­
rolment 01 Syria was made under Satumius in B.C. 8-7. 
i’e have further noted how Herod succeeded in having thb 
nrolment in Palestine postponed for two years until 
ho Autumn of B.C. 6. "At that time Varus was control- ing the internal affairs of Syria while ^irlniua was 
ommanding its armies and directing its foreign policy' . 
herefore Xuke was probably literally correct when he 
aid that the first enrolment was made while Qulrinlus 
as acting as military leader ) in Syria.
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Bamsay’s statement 
Autumn or Sate summer 
statement that it oo- 
matters not for our 
however concerning th<

w^rof. Valter F, Adeney of Kev College ,I.ondon^rema rks 
that if ^it must-be allowed that, these researchee have^
hlutatements Are perplexing;but em If it should he 9 monceded that he was In the error as to the census her i
ftescrihcd.that Is not sufficient ground for dlsoredlt- 
Lng his narrative of the birth of Jesus,as it only con-■ 
Berns one of the accessories**'I Thus we see that the birth of Jesus the tfessiah at 
Bethlehem,according to Uxe prophecy of Micah centuries 
pofore.was at least a remarkable co-incidence of events. 
Had the place of birth not been prophesied we might hate 
said that this was a mere oo-lnoidence. But to have It prophesied so long before and then come to pass 
BO literally true makes It take on the phase of Divine 
purpose* But if Jesus was the promised Messiah and ai 
such ves to become a means of Divine approach to men 
Lt is not surprising if son» extraordinary evidence in 
anticipation of so momentous a fact should be commun­icated to his faithful servants, 
f But whether or not we accept 
that Jesue was bom in the early 
pr whether we accept Bdershelm's lured on the 25th of December,it 
Durpose. Edersheim’s statement Lass of shepherds and their flocks meant Is signifi­
cant. He tells us that the shepherds were not ordin­ary shepherds and that the flocks were those destined 
for tenrole-sacrifico. They are vhat Mdo* Mountford 
tails "the Holy Flock of God" over which the good shep- 
herds watch. Eder she In also tell us that these flocla
fay out all the year round. The watch tower called 
Higdal Eder for the sacred flock was close to Bethle- 
tem on the road to Jerusalem. Here the shepherds ' -f 
watched the Temple-flocks all the year round. They 
fkept watch by turns’^,says the Hew Century Bible,•with 
fires burning to scare wild beasts®.

Luke however gives us no clue as to the class of 
shepherds to which the angels appeared,but slx^ly tell i 
us'fithat "ther^ were shepherds in the same country abid­
ing in the field,and keeping watch by night over the 
flock”. He was so interested in the heavenly reoog-
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nltion of the birth of Jobus that.without fxirt^r cob- n»nt,ne hastens to relate this more fact*
The shepherds are startled by the sudden appearance ol
an angel and the dazzling brightnesfl ehlch lit the shy and fields about them. &e message of the angel 
vas one of radient joy as he broke the g3ad tidings 
of the promised Saviour,and gave to the shepherds the 
sign by which they might recognize him* Then sudden] 
a multitude of the heavenly hoast brolce into a song 

7
^f praise to God and peace to aen*

When the heavenly mesBongers had die^peared,and { 
the Shepherds had sufficiently recovered themselves, 
they decided to Bethlehem and see the child.
They went with haste therefore and found Mary and 
Joseph and the babe lying in the manger,as the angel 
had said* The strange report of the shepheirda cause< 
the Inhabitants and strangers of Bethlehem to wonder. 
•But Mary kept all these pondering them in
her heart*•

On the eighth day,according to the custom of the 
law,the child Jesus was circumcised. Bdersheim telle 
us that,according to Jewish law,the first bom son of 
every household had to be redeemed of the priest at 
the price of five shekels of the sanctuary. The ear lest period of presentation for rede&ptlon was thirty 
one days after birth. The purification of the moths 
for a son wan fixed at forty one days after ths birth 
of the child. But as the redeagption of the first bo 
and the purification might be combined,this was the 
order observed in the case of the child Jesus* In 
case the parents were poor,a turtle dove or a young 
pigeon might be offered for the purification instead 
of the usual lamb. Such was the offering idiich Mary
and Joseph brought*At the presenting of the child in the lengple for 
redei5>tion,the ven^jrable Simeon "received him into hie 
arms,and blessed Odd“with prophetic insight,declaring 
that thnis child was ^et for the falling and the ris­
ing of many in Israeljand for a sign idiich is spoken a^inst". And no sooner had Simeon spoken than the 
a^ed and saintly Anna,a prophetess,came up and gave 
^anks to God,«and spoke of him to all them that were 
looking for the redeBg>tion of Jerusalem".



4-

giB* yrom Matthew we Ieaz*n that even in the distant 
Bast the BTise Men had been attracted by a pecu] iar 
star,which they believed v/as a sign of the birth of th» 
promised Messiah. lhey accordingly set out for the 
Jewish Capitol, Jei*uoaleDi, in search of the child*

She arrival of the Magi,with their strange questio: i 
•Where is he that was bom king of the Jews? for we 
saw his star in the east,and are come to worship him^ 
'.’as the cause of much alarm to^Herod* He Immediately 
sailed a conference of the chief priests and scribes | 
1 learn the place where the child should be born* 

d having learned that Bethlehem was the place proph 
led for the birth of the Messiah,he nextheld a pri- 
te interview with the i^7M^se Men to get information, 
gardlng the exact time when the star appeared* The 
bsequent conduct of Herod shows that the first appear - 
co of the strange siderial phenomenon must have beei 
0 years previous to their arrival .which according to 

!>uer8hGlm,occured in 747 A.U.C. or 7 B*C*,thua making 
he birth of Christ 749 A.U.C. or 5 BiC. Ihus having 
;oncealed his real murderous motives,He rod sent away 
he Wise Hen toward Bethlehem to find the chi3d^preten< - 
!; that he also wished to come and worship him* ByLs time Joseph and Mary had left the inn and had tj* 

cen up their abode in a *Hou8e* at Bethlehem*

As the Magi sot out on their journey,to their grea' 
r the star again appeared and seemed to go before thda the direction of Bethlehem . Finally it seemed 
stand over Bethlehem Where the young child wast 
3ther or not we conceive of this phenomenon as a bural or miraculous event it matters not. Xt servec 
5 purpose of the U8«l with their highly imaginative 
idenoles.and that was quite sufficient for Uxem.

Edersheim tells us that according to Kepler,the 
tronomer.a most remarkable conjunction of planets 
at of Jiqjiter and Saturn In the constellation Flsees 
icSh occurs only once in 800 years —did take place 
less than three times in the year 747 A.U.C. .or two 
ary before the birth of Christ (in Hay.October,and December). Thia conjunction is admitted by all astron- 

3mers......In the year foil owing, that is, in 748 A.U.C
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IR3T
in wlBdom and in favor with God and n^fl

another planet,Mars,Joined this conjunction. Kepler 
A O
therefore placed the nativity of Christ in 748 A.U.C.
that is in 6 B.C.jthus agreeing with Bamsay. ’’KepleJ 
Who was led to the discovery by observing a similar 
conjunction in 1603-4,also noticed,that when the three 
planets came into conjunction,a new,extraordinary,brill- 
liant,and peculiarly colored evanescent star was visifflo 
between Jupiter and Saturn,and he suggested that a sis - 
ilar star had appeared under the same circumstances 
in the conjunction preceeding the Hativlty*.Of course all these strange co-incidences are not 
the ground of our faith in the Divinity of Jesus.Yet granting that he is Divine,there is nothi^ to bit*- 

from believing that Godnatural* us ... -- phenomena with the super-natural advent of Jesxis as 
to meet the natural tre^x.^Qf;' Jewi8h expectation regan - 
ing the appearance of the Messiah.But i^ether or not thio is the case,while Herod was so bent on making sure the death of the dhlld Jei - 
us that he heartlessly and diabolically ordered that 
all the male children,two years old and under should 
be slain,special divine warning was given to Joseph 
axxd Mary to take the young child and escape into Egyp' • 
Thence we hear no more of the holy family until rfterj 
Herod*, death in 4 B.C.,«hen are 
aay return to their native land in .afety. MUr 
pre-monitlona shout the new ruler,Archelaue.^^ decir- 
ed to BO tack to Sazareth. Bron that time formed, 
with the Bingle exception of his visit to Jerusalem 
Aen twelve years old.until he became a man about 
ttirty years of age,we know nothing,save that the 4 
child grew,and waked BtronB,filled with wlsdomzand th 
grace of aid was upon him",and finally that he was 
"subject" to his parents.EdsBsheim remarks that ,"apart from all thoughts 
of ths deeper necessity,both as regarded Hie Mission 
and th. .alvation of the world,of a true hu^ *7^' 
opment of gradual consciousness and personal llfc.^rist 
could not in any true sense have been nivtie-parents,if they had fully understood that Be was

’ ■ ----- watched.as He ’gx sw
The mystetf
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ananity - would have heen dissolvedjHis teachk 
Han,the Incarnation,and the. Tabernacling amo ig

►

P

of the Incarnation would have been needless ausid fruit- 
less,had his humanity not been subject to all its y rights an^ ordinary conditions". Had not th«i mystery 
of Hie Divinity been kept in the background,"the bond 
which bound the Haster to His disciples - the Son of 
Han to humanity 
ing as a ---------
men,in place of the former Old Testament Revelation 
from heaven,would have become wholly impossible".

Something deeper therefore than the Virgin ^irth 
alone,though accompanied b^ miraculous attendants,was 
necessary to establish the true Divinity of Christ 
Jesus. The sacred writers .Mark and John,at any rate 
did not make the story of the Virgin Birth the pillar 
upon which their faith hung,for they did not even 
mention the fact;though they doubtless knew about it 
and believed it as well. They had faith in the Di­
vinity of Jesus because His Divinity manifested itsel 
through His human personality in His life,death.,and 
resurrection. Hevertheless the sinless and Divirs 
life of Jesus once having been recognized,the Incarnc- 
tion through the Virgin Birth makes a demand upon ree son 
next to absolute necessity,if not entirely so,as is 
00 ably shown by Dr. James Orr in his notable book i/ called "The Virgin Birth". Moreover it is an iraportj- 
ant aid to faith and helps the crude understanding of 
men to get,at least,some vague conception of the fact 
that the Divine did actually take on human limitatioiB, 
and actually passed through human stages of develop|!i 
went and had real human experiences.

As to the genuineness of the sacred records them­
selves relating this story,Orr remarks,that these dha)- 
ters in Matthew and Luke "containing the narratives 
of the Virgin Birth, are attested by all available ev-| 
idence as indubitably genuine parts of the respective 
Gospels". Re adds that "there is not a single un- mutulated MS. of the Gospels - older or younger - frda 
which these chapters in Matthew and Luke are absent. 
Neither are they absent from any of the Versions so 
far as our evidence goes. Even the Gospel of ^e 
Hebrews’,an Aramaic version of the Gospel of Matthew
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In the nature of the case,the stories 
from Joseph and Mary -them- 
to he made public. To 
would have brought discrec 
reproach upon thenselves.

It is.generally agreed among scholars that the Gbs • Dels themselves are genuine documents of the Apostoll^ 
pge. And everybody must also admit the honesty of ^e writers. The discrepancies between Matthew and 
Luke,in the two genealogies,may be accounted for from 
^e fact that the narrative in Matthew is given from 
the standpoint of Joseph,and that In Luke from the sta^d 
point of Mary 
would have to come primarily 
eelves. It was not a thing 
nave made it public at first 
upon the story and have cast 
Indeed Mary,eo the sacred writer says,"treasured all 
fihese things in her heart**

Since a legend of this character would be altop 
vether foreign to such an idea,the presumption is in 
favor of making Mary and Joseph the ultimate source Sf the stories from which the sacred writers derived 
Ihelr information. In regard to the Divine Personal­
ity taking on limitations such that His inner consciots- Jneas should be a subject of development,while baffllnf 

the imagination,need not be a barrier to faith.The objection rests,as Profjf^SSJ^tSheldon^in his Hew 
Testament Theology.remarksaflon the supposed necessity that special union with the*divine should have cancel­led,on the part of Christ,all limitation of knowledge, 
all natural occasion for growth in the understanding If Himself and of the universe.* And in reply to 
this theoretic Chrietologlcal objection,the professor 
declares that *belng and consciousness are never com­
mensurate in us,and least of all are they so at the 
beginning of our career...In the Christ-child and the 
Chrlst-youth consciousness may (therefore) not have 
neen by any means commensurate with beelng and essen­
tial relations... Granting that from the start there 
was an organic bond with the divine,perfectly unique, 
never diq)Heated in oreaturly history,still It may be 
that in the consciousness of the Son of Mary this should 
be unrevealed until some favorable moment should affor 
m initial glympse of it,and that advance to a full 
inderstanding of it should be along the path of a wid­
ening and deepning experience*.



overshadowing them said,"This is my bei^

3he Gospels sot forth very clearly a "progressive 
unfoldment of the consciousness of Christ"* "Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature". He was subject to 
tcEBptation,a universal mark of growing experience and 
developing self-realization. At His baptism He evi­
dently "reached a new stage in His advance toward a per­
fectly luminous sei-consciousness". And His convict­
ions met with a response from heaven,acknowledging Hit 
as the well-beloved Son of the Heavenly Father.

His own consciousness of perfect sinlessness and 
all absence of expresBcd penitence marks His dovolop- 
s»nt as unique and absolutely different from all humar 
experience. Again "His luminous sense of sonship in 
relation to God" la also unique in a sense surpassing J 
human experience. This conscious relationship ^s HIb 
constant and abiding experience. He aloneW 
human race.reached the ideal consciousness. From beginning of His Incarnation to the end of His earthly cafeer.His development .both physically ^d 
soiously.was perfectly normal,and yet alw^s at its 
maximum point for any given stage of development. 
It never fell below the perfect ideal.

Thus far wo have spoken of Jesus Christ as our Ideal in respect to His Divine origin and approach to 
H»n through His Incarnation. Wo are now rea^ to 
consider Jesus Christ ©ur Ideal in respect to His Di­
vine mission of love and redemption for a Btnful^ace 
culminating in His death and resurrection.

This ideal conscious^id^dlationship of Jesus with 
the Heavenly Father,of which we have just 
its highest expression in loving communion with tno 
Father. Jesus Himself was the supreme object and em- 
bodlment of the Father’s love and good will ’At the baptism the Father’s voice from heaven avowed 
"Thou art ny beloved Son,in thee I am well pleased*. 
And again at the transfiguration a voice out of the 
bright cloud overshadowing them said,"This is ny be■I^ 
loved Son,in whom I am well pleasedjhear ye him". 
And ifeen the angels announced to the shepherds the 
advent of Jesus,the Bon of God,into the world,they di< 
not blow a blast of woes on the human race but rather
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•Glory to God in the highest, ,And^ygg^eajjh peace among men in whom he le wel 1

Hot that the human race was perfectJjfar from it! But 
rather,it was an es^ression of good will for the welI- 

being of the whole human race. And Jesus was the tokm
and embodiment of this heavenly and benign expression 
toward all men.

In our introductory remarks to this thesis,we in­
timated that the ethical nature of God was such that 
I perfect object of love^was not only necessary for 
His exie^wnce but also oould not be satisfied in the finite,but must be sought in a Personal Other of like 
nature with Himself. Xn this Personal Other God oouli. 
give full vent to His love. Jesus therefore in try­
ing to express this highest kind of love to mortal men uses a term that carried with it the highest known 
experience pf love ^nd authority among men,viz. that 
&f father.J On this question of love between father and Son 
and the human raoe,Francis J.Ho Connell,in his book entitled •The Diviner Immanence* has well said that *Xf the Son is one to whom God ha, etenjany giron klinso]! ethical necessi^Tif there is perreot return of the soa*s love to the Father,if syzspathy means more be­
tween lives of this kind than it could mean in any other wise whatsoever - if,in a word,the Son is the object which God must have if he is to be an ethical 
3od - then the limitation of the Son to the sufferings Ind moral perils of the human state becomes the heav­
iest conceivable cross for the Father. His willing- 
less to yield to the Incarnation means more of a des­
ire to come spiritually near us than could any revelat­ion through a finite human organism created for the Surpose. The spiritual approach,the revelation of a iesire to make men see that God understands them and 
loves th^m and (gooses them for his own,takes on erihan* 
aed dignity".
I This conception of the unique relation between T| 
rather and Son and the human race provides for the 
plosest possible spiritual approach of God to men. H [t provides for the pre-existence of the Son as taught
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by the Brangenist John,and at once commands the high- 
apst and everlasting devotion of the human race* It 
puts us in a better-position to appreciate the myst­
ery of the developing oonsolousnesB of Jesusjt^^prec- 
late the eelf-lmposed restraint on the divine nature^ 
thus ooBpelllng developing self-realization through 
luman limitations.

At his baptism he had reached such a degree of 
■elf-realization that he was fully conscious of his 
Kesslashlp. The first clear experience of this self- 
realization of Divine power,recognized in audible voic t 
py the Father at the baptism,became a tremendous soure 
)f temptation to his human ImpulsoB. lhe gauling re- 
itraint- of human limitations weighed so heavily upon 

'^8 expanding soul that he was compelled to withdraw 
from human contact,iftioro,in the solitude of the wilder- ae8s,he could wrestle with his emotions and reconcile 
thd impulses of his human and Divine nature. Here the principles i4>on ifoich he should win the love and 
obedience of the world,inspite of thO'powers of dark- 
less,were wrought out and tested by a triumphant vict­
ory oyer tenptation.

the belief in the Incarnation of the pre-existent Jesus,so uniquely related to the Father,enables us to 
sore fully appreciate his humility and sympathetic -’J 
1 at uro as he mingled with men. Nothing seemed too 
ocsoBOnplace to command his considerate ^attention ,and 
QO one had fallen too low in the scale of humanity to 
recelvd his Ixasedlate assistance.

Thus In the very beginning of his ministry thia 
■plrit of helpfulness began to show itself* Jesus 
and his disciples together with Hazy the mother of 
Ie8UB,had accepted an invitation to a wedding in Cana 
df Galilee,the village home of Nathanael. This was 
the third day after Jesus,having rotumed from the 
Cemptation in the 7ilderaess,had visited John who was 
still baptizing the multitudes beyond Jordan,and who kad the day previous been visited by a delegation of 
priests and Xevites from Jerusalem inquiring of him 
•Who art thou?".

As the wedding feast advanced,the wine,because of 
;he increased attendance,failed,and Hazy the mother
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of Jesus (hoping that her son would manifest his Mesal- 
ShshlpiSald to him,"They hare no wine." The manner 
in ifclch Jesus recognized the ambitions of his mother 
has been well put by Professor James S.Riggs,of Auburr 
Theological Seminary. "Tenderly,earnestly he said to 
her, 'Xy dear woman,your aims and hopes are not mine. 
I cannot gratify you. The time has not come for the 
manifestation of djf: Messiahship. You do not under­
stand what you are asking*. Realizing her mistake, 
yet confident that in some way,perhaps by sending to 
friends or by special purchase,he would relieve the 
ambarrasment of the festlvltleA,8he said to the son- 
wits,* Tdiatever he tells you to do*."

The BlBple manner in which an abundant supply of 
vine was furnished, depending up on the obedience of the 
pervants tO| fill the six stone Jars with water,is 
Tamlliar to all of us. It Is worthy of note,that 
Hhlle Jesus would not conrert stones Into bread to ap- 
pease his hunger at the suggestion of the devil ,yet 
I he would change Water into Wine at ths suggestion of 
nls mother to save the servants from the embarrasment 
pf not having sufficient wine for the guests. Human 
eel Ings and motives were always of supreme Importance 
0 Jesus. When however these at any time indicated 
isjpegard for sacred functions of society or religion, 
is indignation and authority was at once aroused, 
e did not ,for example,hesitate to drive the graspin; 
Oney changers from the sacred precincts of the Temple 
pset their tables and drive out the sheep and oxen, 
mphatically comnandiag^ "Take these things henceQmake 
ot my Whther's house a house of Uerchandise".

On the other hand^ however the needy and distres­
sed always received his syi^athetio assistance. The Reading of the Hobleman^'flfor hie son sick of a fever 
pa8 heard and sent away with the assurance, "Go thy way 1^ son llveth®. The pitiful cry of the leper which 
mot him after his sermon on the mount so moved him 
with cosEpasslon that he "stretched forth his hand and 
touched him,and salth unto him,* X will be thou clean* '
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forgiven
But that hath author- 

the Bick of 
thy bed Iand

HIb method of healing was influenced by the feel# Ings and motives both of the afflicted and^'Sy^standorfi , 
He discerned the spiritual needs of men. When the ma 1 
Sick of the palsy born of four was let down through 
the roof, Jesus^ discerning the needs of the man and the 
bitter feelings of thte scribes and pharisees,openly 
leclared,”Son thy sins are forgiven". And when his 
snemies accused him of blasphemy he rebuked them saying , 
r Why reason ye these things in your hearts? Whether is easier^ to say to the siok of the palsy,Thy sin* stirell 

ijor to say .Arise and take up thy bod and walk ’ 
. yn^may know that the gon of * man 

ity on earth to forgive einsthe saith to 
the palsy), I say unto thee,Arise.take up 
to unto thy house."
I Again,the healing of the man with a withered hand 
an the Synagogue of Capernaimi.on the Sabbath,is a not­
able case of how the feelings and motives of men react • 
pd upon the sensative nature of Jesus. Perceiving the 
Bvll thou^ts of the scribes and pharisees,he said to 
the man,"Stand forth®. Then looking into the faces 
pf his perverse critics,said,"Is it lawful on the Sab- 
path day to do good,or to do harm? to save life or fco kill? But they kept sullen and silent. The righ - 
eous indignation of Jesus was ^rou8ed(*’iSnd he "looked 
round about iqpon them with anger,being grieved at the 
hardening of their heart",and commanded the man to , io What heretofore had been utterly impossible. }f 
rStretch forth thy hand",said Jesus. "And he etretchi d 
it forth:and hie hand was restored".

At another time While at Capernaum Jesus was mudh 
moved by the faith of A certain oenturian,the builder 
K? ® dear servant at the pointof death. This centurian^hearing of Jesus, sent "elders 
of the Jews to Jesus asking him that he would come 
and save his servant. And JesuS went with them®. But before Jesus reached the home the oenturian sent 
Jord to him saying,"Lord,trouble not thyselfjfor I am 
not worthy that thou shouldest come under ny roof: idler J- 
: ore neither thought I nyself worthy to come unto thes:

/h
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These responses,of course,served 
They revealed his divinity as well 

Hie faith of the woman who,

f
hut say the word and lay servant shall he healed>i| 
I also an a man set under authority,having under styse^ 
soldiers;and I say to this one,Go,and he goeth;and to 
another,Come,and he cometh;and to my servant,Do this 
and he doeth it." '‘That was a true man. There was 
nothizig vain nor snohhish shout that man. He did n< t 
represent the ,froth of popular society,hut rather the 
heart of a true sign. But the ZBarvel of it all was 
that this pagan had far outstripped M$e Jews In his 
faith,especially with regard to our liord’s authority^ 
Zt was this factxthat made Jesus aaxvel and turn 
sayhunto the multitudes,"! say unto you,I have not 
found 80 great dal th,no,not in Israel**

The three oases, in which Jesus raised the dead^ sho ? 
lis divine conpasslon for sorrowing friends,viz.,ths 
Jestorii^ to a widowed mother of Kain an only 8on;aftd 
.0 Jalrus the ruler of the synagogue of Capernaum an 
)nly daughterjand finally to Uary »ad Martha,the helovrd 
Lazarus,an only brother.

The numerous miracles which Jesus fought were not 
*or spectacular display of his divine power,hut rather 
were a response of his divine nature to an appeal from 
I leedy humanity.
a double purpose
Sts hie human sympathy 
for exanple,touched his garment In the throng was 
?roH5)tly recognized;and likewise the'faith and humllitr 
of the Syrophoeneolan woman whose daughter he healed 
of an unclean spirit. The multitudes who followed 
Jesus and hung upon his words until they were almost 
ready to faint from physical exhaustion and hunger 
called forth his compassion at one time to feed the 
five thousand,and at another^if four thousand.

Helplessness always appealed to Jesuszthe dlaolple 
tossed on the Sea of Galilee,the deaf man with an "im- 
pedement In his speech”,the epileptic,the woman bowed 
down with "a spirit of Infirmity eighteen years",and 
the pltiabl^ sight of the ten lepers,and the earnest 
sLppeal of the blind man near Jericho.



21

Ikinr thoulh
Thus the miracJes of Jesus grew out of sozoe effort on his part to meet some human need. Eren his walkir^ 

ipon the hoystorous waves of the Sea of Galilee jUivuj 
It first distressing to hie disciples,was to give them 
an assurance .of his divine helps There is one notable 
exception,however,viz.,the cursing of the figtree* 
|esus saw in it a symbol of the deception of the hypo­
crite, iho made an outward show of righteousness but 
bore no fruit in actual helpfulness to needy humanitya 
I Siere are certain principles found in human exper­
ience that never failed to appeal to the divine nature 
f Jesus. These were faith,love,earnestness,persist­ency,hunii] ity,desire for truth and willingness to em­
brace it,lnnoconce,holplo8sness,and the cry of the 
^stressed. Jesus was always sensitive to these key 
lotes in human nature. He was as sensitive to these 
as the keys at a wireless station receiving their mes­
sage across the troubled waters and through the thick 
togs calling for help. These principles are the "C. 

that call forth the divine powers for human3*scue. They ore the “Come quick.Dangarsignal thal 
5vor fail to arouse the Divine Jesus.

While the miracles of Jesus called attention to 
Is divine might and mercy,the teachings of Jesus 
ailed attention to h'ls divine right and wisdom. The 
omon people vho had not their minds warped by intel- 
ectual dogmas of scribes and pharisees heard him 
gladly,arfd"wondered at the words of grace which pro­
ceeded out of hla mouth". Those vdio heard him preach 
the principles of his klngdcmi on the Mount "were aston ■ 
Lahed at his teaching for he taught them as hgvlng 
authority,and not as the scribes"*I The simplicity,clearness and directness of Jesus* 
teaching aimed right at the spirit of the law, and brusl - 
fed aside all caviling and external pretensions of phar . 
Isaio ceremonialism. Professor Sheldon in his Hew 
Testament Theology has well Baid^j’concerning this 
^araoteristic of Jesua,that "apon nothing did He so 
fix the imprint of scornful reprobation as i^on the 
Llspositien to^rate ceremonial scrupulosity above



above carefulness to fulfil] the coxonon duties spris^-
Ing out of the relations of zoan to-?aan« To his mind this vas a shabby,idiitewashed substitute for religion, 
a lying semblance deserving the very acme of ri^teous 
Lndignation”. The twenty third chapter of Matthew 
IS a very vivid picture of how meroilesaly Jesus scor©< 
the hypocracy of the scribes and pharisees. ffoe unto 
you,scribes and pharisees,hyprocrites! for ye are lltoi ^to idiited sepuldhreSjWhidi outwardly appear beauti­
ful , but inwardly are full of dead men’s bones,and all 
bncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear right­
eous unto men,but inwardly ye are full of hypocrisy 

iniquity®.
The teaching of Jesus was not only pure in Its 9 

ethics,but it was palpitating with religious life* [the throb of fellowship with the Father was felt with 
mery truth uttered. A spiritual buoyancy and faith 
and peace permeated paxmated every message to the 
troubled soul. "Blessed,said Jesus,"are ye idxen men 
mall reproach you,and persecute you,and say all man­
ner of evil against-you falsely,for iny sake. Rejoice 
md be exceeding glad:for great is yoiir reward in heavJn: 
for so persecuted they the prophets that were^beforo 
you." To the Inquiring Mlchodemus Jesus emphasised 
the spiritual side of the religious life.,8aylng,"7er- 
Ely,verily,I say unto thee^except one be bo^n frm abe^o, 
e cannot see the kingdom of God." To the woman of 
Samaria at Jacob’s Sell he said,"the hour coiQeth,and 
low is,when the true worshippers Shall worship the 
father In spirit and in truth:for such doth the Father 
seek to be h|s worshlppersi God la a Spirit rand they 
that worship him must worship in spirit and truth".

Although the teaching of ^esus was intensely spirit- 
ial,yet it was the Personality of Jesus that Influenced 
tnd convinced men. The Samaritans,for exaaple,Then 
-hey had seen Jesus,testified to the woman of Samaria 
laying,"Kow we believe,not because of thy speaking: 
*or we have heard for ourselves,and knoW that this is 
ndeed the Saviour of the world". It was the persona: 
contact of Jesus with men that won their love and 
*aith. The Personality of Jesus Christ is absolutely
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unique. He actually von men to ‘believe in Him aa the 
Son of God.

The mystery of his Personality charmed the multi­
tudes,and angered the jealous sorlhes and pharisees ^0 saw their pet theories torn down. Everywhere the 
Multitudes,were inspired with profound expectation 
Bf some radical change in society and government. But hie mystery of the Personality of Jesus could not he 
understood by hie life alone. It was not until after 
j.e had been shamefully crucified and made a spectacle 
into the whole world,and had risen again and appeared 
intOchls disciples,that his Divinity became apparent. J^er his resurrection,his super-human control over 
Bpace and time llraitationB,«aiich were manifest in his ^pearances and disappearances at will,convinced the 
(isciplos.oven doubting Thomas,of his Divinity.
It was in his transcendence of human 3 imitations,and 
in his manifestation of ethical perfection that the 
ideal Personality of Jesus was revealed. And it was 
throuf^ this ideal Personality of Jesus in his ethical 
bearing toward humanity that the good will of the 
Heavenly Father toward' humanity was revealed.

Shis brings us to the last division of our thesis 
viz.,the divine presence of Jesus in our hearts attest- 
sd by the witness of the Holy Spirit. As long as 
Tesus manifested himself to his disciples under human 
form it was in^ossible for them to realize the full 
Intent of his mission to the world. But after he had 
;hus ceased to manifest himself in the flesh,and had 
|5egun to manifest hie presence through the operations 
f the Holy Spirit,the disciples got a clearer view 
f that Jesus meant ,When he said,“I will not leave 
ou orphans:! will come unto you. Yet a little ihile, 
nd the world beholdeth me no morejbut ye behold mo: 
ocause I live,ye shall live also. In that day ye 
hall know that I am in my Father,and ye in me,and I 
n you," Ihis close relationship with God the Pother 
nd Jesus Christ his Son could only be understood In 
spiritual sense,and not in a bodly sense. Therofon
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if atiy adequate conception of this spiritual nearness 
was to he realized,it must be experienced within the 
spiritual human consciousness and not in mere sensu­ous presentation.

And it was not till the Holy Spirit had been given 
to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews that ths broads ■ 
conception of the world wide mission of Jesus was 
-ealized. The special manifestations of the Holy 
teirit in the early church evidently served the purposi 
of enlarging the spiritual vision of the disciples and 
»f giving them a world wide Interest in the Gospel of 
fesus. It enabled them to see that all men are broth­
ers and that God is our Father* The conception of 
Fe common brotherhood of man and the conmion Fatherhood 

God was thus begun to be realized.
The condition of this fellowship and brotherhood 

18 obedience to moral obligation and faith in God. 
mo essential thing io to obey and trust rather than bo seek for emotional confirmations. If the exultant 
emotion comes it is to be welcomed,but If not,etill i.trust and obey. ffe are not coBsoanded to have emotlom 
put rather to obey. "He that hath my ocwsandments,^" 
said Jesus,"and keepeth them,he it is that love th me: 
Ind he that love th me shall be loved of ajy Father, and 
I will love him,and will manifest myself to him". At 
another time he said,"Hot every one that salth unto me, 
lord,Lord,shall enter into the kingdom of heaven:but 
e that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven",

He are in a hxnnan world,however,and none of us nave perfect insight. He are all developing soutfl. " 
Moreover, we are in a social world,and are therefore 
pnder obligation to society for much of our intellect- 

,religious,and moral attainments. He serve God by striving to up-build society. By improving Uie 
conditions of our fellowmen^wo make it possible to 
better our own conditions. We may not enjoy fellow­
dip with Jesus Christ without sharing it with our 
Mlownen. Hence if we would have good will toward 
rOd we must exercise good will toward our fellow-men.
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to come, 
its im-idoa] 
and progress 
Incarnation

on under Improved conditions 
And In so doing saves this 
conditions,from dlspair,and 
possible.
he has coiBe^. infinitely near

He in no vay inter* 
He does not cancel

Jesus Christ has placed an ideal before us. If 
o?e would obey Jesus,the personation of our ideal,we 
nust strive to^realize his ideal plan for humanity, 
tf our communion here with him and the Father 1b more 
)r less clouded for lack of ideal conditions of eelf- 
realizationV^we have the assurance that,"in our Father' 
house are many mansions",and that Jesus the gon "has 
gone to prepare a place for us that where he ie there 
re may be also."

Thus he has set up for us a beacon light of hope 
of spiritual life tOj,go 
in a world jporld,with 
makes hope I By his 
U8 in divine sympathy with all our human woe st by his 
9ife,death,and resurrection he has come infinitely near 
u in divine love and mercy:and finally by His Holy ^Irit he has come infinitely near us in our spiritual 
sonsciousnesB by divine^)communion. But in all this 
passion to approach men and reveal his love and will 
he still respects our humanity, 
feres with the law of our being 
the law of human knowledge and replace it by divine 
illumlnatlon,but rather illuminates our human under­
standing according to the lavs of human experience. 
Ke does not cancel our wills by coercion,but rather 
reveals to us through the understanding the awful con­
es quences of disobedience,and the? blessed satisfying 
result of obedience. His sympathy,his love and mercy 
and his spiritual pi*esence is in the highest sense idea 
But the realization of this ideal depends upon the 
human understanding and will. The responsibility of 

, disseminating this knowledge of the perfect Ideal 
rests upon those tdio have been instructed. And the 
responsibility of its reception and realization rests 
upon the will of the Individual himself. Thus we ars 
made co-workers together with God in the great revel­
ation of the Gospel for the realization of his spirit- ^1 human kingdom. To this high calling and blesse^
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privllage we are forever indebted to our blessed 
Bedeemer, Jesus Qiriat our Ideal .


