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JBSUS CHRIST OUR IDEAL

There is only one unique charaster in the history

of the human race that appeals to our intsllectual and
moral insight as ideal, We have kings many,warriors
pany ,prophets many,teachers many,and sainte many,but
nly one Jesus Christ. ¥hen msn once get a glimpse
k' Jesus Christ,al] other characters sink into insig-
iticance and vanish Jike the stars before the rising
|

BsUn. Jesus Christ stands alone as the Light of the
| orld. Hs is the Divine Light that ®lighteth every
man coming into the worlge,

In our study then of this wonderful character,we
pan but point in the direction of the object of our
pdmiration but not reach an sdesquate expression of its
surpassing grandeur and glory. Therefore,just as a
ph1ld utterl]y ignorant of the distance of the stars

p oints towards them,so. we can but point to the Ideal

at lJies vefore and bgyont! use

’ There are many ways of studying this striking char
b octer, It is our purpose therefors to confine oursel
oo to three prominent features in the life of Jesus.
elerelate respectiv@ly to his divine origin and apq
proach to men t.hrough his Incarnation,his divine mis-
sion of Jove and redemption for a lost and ruinsd race
culminating in his death and resurrection,and finally
his divine pregsence in our hearts attested by the wit-
ness of the Holy Spirit.

In regard to his divine origin and approach to men
rough kie Incarnationywe are at once eonfronted with
e prodblem of his Super-human dbirth, Of course this
80 implies his pre-exigtence. Immediately therefor

e are obliged to take sidea against the humanitarians
o will hear of nothing miraculous concerning Jesus
rist,

But the miraculous is no obatacle only to the hide

bound necessatarian,or materialist,who will hear of
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othing but abstractions such as matter and foree and
otion. A gystem of things run dy blind mechanism ,
r even started off by an intelligent Beling and then
eft to work iteslf out from sheer necesfigy,would ,of
ourse,exclude everythingtggggculous. But such a
ystem demands that everything,even to the minutest
etails has from a}l time,been potentially provided foy.

But it is not the purpose of this phesis to prove
e posaibility of the miraculous,nor even to prove the
ivinity of Jesus Christ. We essume thesefrom the‘g
tart. But while we make this assumption,it is not
ithout a rational and historical basisa.

The ethical nature of God is such that ,in its abe
olute perfection,there is a demand for a perfect ob-
Jeot of Jove. Love without an object to love is une
‘thinkable. And Jove that cannot reciprocate in like
espon@ig 18 not an adequate odject of love. Finite
eings are not an adequate object of love for the In-

leinite. Fothing short of a co-sternal Person whoSe
131 absolutely reciprocates with the Infinite will

Eoqu bPe an adequate object of love,

In speaking of Jesus as the Son of God we must not

arry temporsl destinctions into God. CGod is not in
Pime but founds time in human intelligence as @ mark

E; its finite limitation. The same is true of space.

ace and time are marks. of finite limitations." But
he Infinite has no limitationas. Nevertheless, the
nfinite may impose Jimitations upon the finite,and
ven upon itself in order to accomplish its own purposps
n and tkrough tre finite.
It is this fact that has made possible the advent
f Jesus Christ into the world under human Jimitations
ut if he had suddenly appeared in our world as & full
erown man,and had immediately begun to perform miraclep,
to raise the dead,to keal the sick,cleanse the lepers,
cast out devils and feed the multitudes,he would not
only have startled all the world but he would have
actually demorslized the human race. As long as this
would be kept up the whole race would naturally run
lafter him. But imagine the paralysis that would have
befallen the pecple upon his disappearance again!
Or imagine ,if you please,that ke had remained on the
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earth under such conditions,what kind of race would
we have had! Of course everybody would have shouted
Jong live the Megsiah! Al] business,all human indust}
ries would have come to a standstilljfor there would
ve been no need to have worked when the Megsiah ,at
word ,could have clothed and fed them and healed
their diseases. .
But the impulse tkat would have drawn them to tke
F&ster would kave been only that of the drute., Even

herd of swine will follow after the herdsman for the

ieake of the food he gives them. This does not requirp
moral insight on the part of the swine. Had J'esu{a
Iccme and remained on the earth making a spectacular
Iahov after that fashion,the whole human race would
doubtless have endeavored to have migrated to Pales ink
land would khave fought like beasts to get within reach
:of the Master.No! The human race could not be helped
morally and epiritual]y aftgr trat fashion.
¥ren Jesus took on human Jimitations,it had to be

one in such a way as to convey to the human race,in
% intelligent way,God's holy will concerning them.

erefor God was obligefi to approach tkem on a plane
that was on & Jevel with themselves. If sinful men
were to be made conscious of the PivineWjlland led to
respond to it,their wills must de reacher through tkhelfy
understanding. And if human wille were to be moral-
ized,then the Divine Wi)) must not coerce,but give frep-
ldom to the human wil) ,and win by the compulsion of lov
through the human understanding. If men were to lea
that humility,obedience,dilligence,faith,and brothe rl
love ,were essential to secure divine favor,end that
ceremonial rites without these essentials are an abo
ination to the Lord,then Jesus must approach the h
race in such a way that these ideas might be forever
fixed in the human underetanding.
It was suitable therefore that he should make hie

jgible approach to men unger the form of ‘hruman offspriing,
znguch 8 gg.nner as to call attention to his Divine :

Origin. But to have come into the world f an ordin

ary child,without any special Divine rec:ogni.ti.on,vzrou:ldI
i
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have defeated the very purpose of his coming. It wag
intended that the Divine shoul@ be recognized. It

was intended also that the Divine and human should be
united;or in other words,that the Divine shoul@d teake

lon human limitations.

mouncement was made to the responsible parties conce
in this momentous eventabout to take place. We are
not surprised that thé race itself had been prepared
by the prophets for the coming of the Great Deliverer,
the Mighty Counasslor. That his kingehip should be
rédcognized by a gpeocial forerunner in the person of
John the Baptist is certainly becoming such a mighty
Prince. That the Most High and Holy God at the prope
time skouwld announce,through a heavenly messenger, to

_[which is degotten shall be called the Son of God®,

!la.ryothie extraocrdinary hronor which the Almighty was
to confer on the human race{through her was befitting
is Holy Majesty. And that he skhould condescend to
lexp]ain to the bewildered Mary the method of the con-

ception is likewise fitting. Thelanguage in which
intelligence was conveyed has a holy awe and surpassi
brandeur that betokene the Divine Majesty. “The Holy
Spirit ehall come upon thee,and the power of ths Most
[High arall overghadow thee:wherefore also the roly thi

IAnd as if to give her a visible sign to confirm her
ifaith,he adds ,"And behold,Elizabeth thy kinswoman,sbe
also hath conceived a son in her 0ld age:and this is
the sixth montr witkh her that was called barren,®
l At tris moment the true character of Hary gleams
itortk like an evening star. ¥With holy resignation ¢
|the Divine Will regardless of the reproaches of ignor-
t men andespecially the puspicions that would natur
E]aly arise in the mind of her espoused Joseph,she msek
aid,"Berold,the kandmaid of ike Lof@:be it unto me
!accordimg to thy word®. .

But other evidences also followed. ¥hen Elisa-
eth was: greeted by Mary,she declared that when the
imother of ker Lord drew near and her voice was heard
that the dbabe, K though yet unborn )leaped within ker for

%e are not surprised therefore that sufficient a.r:.;k

ha |

bl |
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joy. Miraculous tokens were also connected with the
announcement of the birth and naming of John the Bap-
tist. Zacharias was stricken dumb from the dsy of
announcement till the day of naming the child John.

Moreover Joseph too who had begun to suspect the unfig
delity of his spouse and was minded to put her away

riv@ly was also informed of what had happened in ti |
to prevent a divorce.

Even the non-Jewish world had its part in the cul-
nation of this great event., The Roman Empire khad
en extended till it includfd Palestine,and was exert,

ing an influence wherever its political power held
BWaY » The impulses and motives of this mighty polit-
ica) power in dealing with the antagonistic impulses
of the Jewish people were all used to bring about a

hesired end.
The place for the birth of the promised Mgssish

even been d;glnitely foretold,seven centuries be-

Tore by the prophet Micah,that it would be Bethlehem,

His words are expressive of a deep seated conviction,
d are uttered with genuines prophetic sxultation ap
e exclaims,®But thou,Bsthlekem Ephrathah ,which art 3
ittle to be among the thousands of Judah,out of thee

al) one come forih unto me that is to be ruler in
srae) ;whose goings forth are from old,from everlastin

erefore will he give them up,until the time that she

o travaileth hath brought forth:then the residue of
»is brethren shall return unto the children of lsresel®
But nevertheless it was inconceivable to the Jew that
the Messiah should be born outside of Jerusalem,even
thougk his ancestors might be traced through the House
land lineage of David of Beth3ehem.(I Sam.17:1I2)

affsirs so co-ordinated events that even this predictéﬁn
was fulfilled. And the crief instrument through whi
this was wade possible was the hated Roman authority.
Here natural events ,in exceeding complex relations,
were used to bring about & supernatural purpose.
Luke's remark about the 9first enrolment made when
Quirinius was govenor of Syria®compared with the staf
ment in Matthew,that Jesus wag born in ?eth]ehem of

But the Great Maker of history and Director of human
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'{f possible,a home in Bethlehem. Indeed so atrong

udsea in the days of Herod the king%jat once calls
pur .attention to the fact.that,granting the truth of
both narratives,we are brought face to face with a
omplication of political svents not easy to explain.
Considerable light however,has been thrown on the

Born in Bethlehem?® In his cogent and lucid way,he
ghowsthat “there was a system of periodic enrolment
in the Province Syria,according to a Fourteen Year's

BeCs He further explains how that King Herod ,who
ad Jost the favor of Augustus,was henceforth treated
28 a8 subject,and was obliged to submit his kingdom

}0 the enrolment plan. But that Herod,on the plea

of sending embaasggy to Augustus,skillfully succeeded
in winning tkhe consent of Saturnius,govenor of Syria,
n getting tkhe enrolment postponed,from time to time,

|

e firat enrolment probably took place in the autumn
jf B.Cs6.  Edersheim,Cassel ,and others,however hold
jo the 25th of December as the date of our }ord’s birth
bdersheim tells us that the 9th Tebheth,or 25th of Dey
gember was regarded by the Jews as the birthday of 4

But to return to the manner of enrolment,Herod was
lully aware of the prejudice of the Jews againgt any-
hing foreign. He therefore catered to the Jewish
entiment by giving the enrolment a tribal character
d thus numbered the tribes of Israel.

It seems quite probable that,in making tris conces
ionto Jewish sentiment,Herod provided unconsciously
excuge for Mary as well as for Joseph 1ggoing up
0 Bethlehen. Edersheim remarks that ,"perhaps for
reasons whick will readily suggest themselvep ,
oseph’ and Mary might be glad to leave Hazareth,and see

as the feeling that it afterwards required special
jivine direction to induce Joseph to relinqu%ah ﬁpio
josen place of residence,and to return to Galilee.

tanding to him only in the actual relationship of be-~
xgxhqﬁAnngdtgr_gpggpe,acchpany her husband to Bethl

Bubject by ¥W.M.Ramsay in hie book entitled,®¥as Chrisg

111 two years had elapsed. He tkinks therefors thdt

ﬁorist,and was ,without giving'reasons,marked as a fast.

K

n these ciroumstances,Mary,now the wife of Joseph, though

hem.




Irrespective of thig,every feeling and hope in her muﬂh
ave prompted such a course,and there is no need to
iscuss whether Roman or Jewigh:Census-usage required
er presence,aguestion vwhich,if put,would have to be
nawered in the negative®.

In regard to Luke'’s stat:ment that Quirinius was
ovenor of Syria,there ras been much discussion. But|
Phe light of archaeological discoveries has made 1t
regsonably evident that Luke was right in his use of
Ithq term military leader. It is generally agreed that
Fantius Ssaturnius governed Syria from 9-7B.C.,Quinct-
1Jus Varus from 7-4B.C. ,and that Herod died in 4B.C.
Ft is alsoagreed that Publius Sulpicius Quirinius was
govenor of Syria from 6-9A.D. The difficulty there-
lpore which arises is to reconcile Luke‘'s statement with
these historicel facts. But some recent discoveries
through archacological research here come to our assist:
tance.

Bamsay tells us that "there was found near Tibur
in A.D. 1764 & fragment of marble with part of an in-
soription,shich is now preserved in the latheran Mus-
eum of Christian Antiquities.....The inscription recorjis
the career and honors of a Roman official who lived
in the reign of Augustus and survived that Emperor.
'He conquéred a nation;he was rewarded with two Suppli-
catio and theOrnamenta Iri halia ,i.e.,the gorge-

resd of a t?!umﬁﬁfﬁg EEE%#ETTWTth ivory sceptre
and chariot,etc.;he governed Asia as proconsol;and he
twice governed Syria as Jegatus of the divine Anguatuq.'

Though the name of that official has perished,yet
scholars are convinced that Quirinius 1s the officer |
referred to. It is therefore practically certain that
shis government in Syria A.D. 6-9 was his second ten-
ure of office®. That he held office in Syria and car;
ried on war wit the Homonadenses and received suppli-
cations on two different occasions is a known fact of
history. Begides historieal evidence goes to show
that the two years,during which Quirinius was admini.
string Syria and congquering the Homonadenses,could nog

have been later than B.C. 5-3 and mosi probvably was
earller,




Ramsay tells us that,"about B.C. 8-5 Augustus mad
2 SI98T,SE0rE 9 RagITy  the dsagerous snd tropmigecgs
| ring vhich they pract{ced on the peaceable provfncea
towkich they were neighbors,Asis,Galatia and Syria-Cil
icla,and to avenge the death of the Roman tributary
ing of Galatia,Amyntas,in B.C. 235. Both the govenof
f Galatia and the governor of Syria were required in
the work. This was evident since "Galatia 4id not
pontain an army,and the administratioft of Syria-Ci)i-
cla had always to intervene,when Roman troops were y
needed during that period on the eastern Roman frontiefs®,
In B.C. 6 Cornutus Aquila goOvernor of Galatia laid
the foundation of the Roman organization in that prov-
ince ,and establiskhed a military road system connect-
ing a series of garrisoned cities . About the game
time military operations were conducted in Syria.
It seems probadble that when Varus came to be gover
hor in Syria in B.C. 7 that ®Augustus perceived that
he internal) affairs of the province would require all
he engrgy of the regular governor,and sent at the s
ime a special officer with +the usual title Lieuten-
t of Augustus to administer tha military resources
‘¢ the province and specially to conduct the war againgt
he Homonadenses and any other foreign relations that
emand miJitary intervention. Moresover Varus had no
xperience iy war;and an experienced officer was needed.
'%F %1rinius conducted the war,pretty certainly,in
eV [ ]

Already we have noted thsat the first periodic en-
olment of Syria was made under Saturnius in B.C. 8-7,
e have further noted how Herod succeeded in having the
nrolment in Palestine postponed for two years until
e Autumn of B.C. 6. ®At that time Varus was controj}-
ing the internal affairs of Syria while (uirinius was
hommanding its armies and directing its foreign policyy.
erefore Luke was probably literally correct when he
aid that the first enrolment was made wkhile Quirinius
as acting as military leader (r:x<¢ ) in Syria.

|

v

v

Whether or not we allow Ramsay@s interpretation of .
he historical data to represent the facts ,we must aqmiil
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ggggrof. Walter ¥. Adensy of Eew College ,London, remarks

that 19 it must de wed that t rches h
eesehed th "§ ; 8, af ?e v gf &%kpows of
Jepsensa tne §ichicalifend. MohRany fike facts of
hisgtatements are perplexing;but even if it ahould be

ronceded that he was in the error as to the census her

*

ing his narrative of the birtk of Jesus,as it only con¢
erns one of the accessories.®
Thup we see that the birth of Jesus the Messiah at
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Iad the place of birtk not been prophesied we might hage
said that this was a mere co-incidence. But to have
it prophesied s0 long before and then come to pass
50 Jiterally true makes it take on the phase of Divine
urpose. But if Jesus was the promised Messiah and ag
duck was to become a means of Divine approach to men
it is not surprising if some extraordinary evidence in
inticipation of so momentous a fact gshould be commun-
icated to his faithful servantis.

But whether or not we accept Bamsay's statement
at Jesue was born in the early Autumm or late summsr

ured on the 25th of December,it matters not for our
burpose. Edersheim's statement however concerning thq
lags of shepherds and their flocks meant is signifi-

pant. He tells us that the shepherds were not ordin-
ary shepherds and tkat the flocks were those destined

or temple-sacrifice. They are what Mde, Mountford
kalle "the Holy Flock of God® over which the good shep
nerds watoch. Edersheim also tell us that these flocksg
ay out a)) the year round. The watck tower called
figcdal Eder for the sacred flock was close to Beth]q;

{

hem on the road to Jerusalem. Here the shepherds
ratched the Temple-flocks all the year round. They
kept watch by turns®,says the New Century Bible,®with
Pires burning to scare wild beasts®.
Luke however gives us no ¢lue as to the class of
Eﬁephergu to which the angels appeared,but simply tellr
fithat "ther§j were shepherds in the same country abid-
Ang in the field,and keeping watch by night over ths
flock"™. He was 80 interested in the heavenly recog-

|
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nit Qﬁ g{ the bvirth o; esus that,without further comd
ment he Lhastens to rejate this mote important fact.

The sghepherds are startled by the sudden appearance oﬁ
an angel and the dazzling brightness which 11t up the
sky and fields about them. e message of the angel
vas ons of radient joy s he broke the glad tidings
of the promised Saviour,and gave to the shepherds th
sign by which they might recognize him. Then sudde
@ multitude of the heavenly hoast broke into a song
@if praise to God and peacs to men.

When the heavenly messengers kad disgppeared,and §
the erepherds had sufficiently recoversd themselves,
they decided to go.-=%8 Bethlehem and see the child.
They went with haste therefore and found Mary and
Joseph and the babe lying in the manger,as the angel
had said. The strange report of the shepherds caused
the inkabitants and strangers of Bethlehem to wonder,
'Bu; Nary kept all these gaAyings,pondering them in
her heart®,

On the eighth day,according to the custom of the
law,the child Jesus was circumcised. Edergheim tell
us that,according to Jewigh law,the first born son of
every household had to de redeemed of the priest at

the price of five shekels of the sanctuary. The earle

iest period of presentation for redemption was thirty
one days after birth, The purification of the motke
for a son wag fixed at forty one days after the birtk

of the child. But g8 the redemption of the firgt born

and the purification might be combined,this was the
order cbserved in the case of the child Jesus. In
case tkhe parents were poor,a turtle dove or a young
pigeon might be offered for the purification instead
of the usual) Jamb. Such was the offering which Mary
and Josepkh bdbrought,

At the presenting of the child in the Temple for
redemption,the vengrable Simeon "received him into kig
arms,and blessed God°with prophetic insight ,declaring
that thels child was ®get for the falling and the ried
ing of many in Israel;and for a sign which is epoken
againat®, And no sooner rad Simeon spoken than the 3
aged and saintly Anna,a prophetess ,cams up and gave .
thanks to God,%and epoke of kim to all them that were
looking for the redemption of Jerusalen".
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aig§ agéggntggmgﬁg§3rﬁe ﬁag% a{a%ugggacg§¥ogyegaa 8{‘“
. om Matthew we Jearn that even in the distant
t the Wise Men had been attracted by a peculiar
Btar,vkich they believed was a sign of the birth of th
romiged ¥essiah, They accordingly set out for the

Jewlgh Capitol ,Jerusalem,in search of the child.

"There is he that was born king of the Jews? for we
pav his star in the east,and are come to worship him)
pas the cause of much alarm to,Herod. He immsdiate);
ralled a conference of the chief priests and scribes

0 lJearn the place where the child should be born.

And having learned that Betkhlehem was the place proph
ssied for the birth of the Messiah,he nextheld a pri-
yaté interview with the yWiee Men to get information.
egarding the exact time when the star appeared. The
subsequent conduct of Herod shows that the first appe
ance of the strange siderial phenomencn must have dbee
wo years previous to their arrival ,which according to
Kdersheim,occured in 747 A.U.C. or 7 B.C.,thus @;aking
he birth of Christ 749 A.U,C. or 5 BiCs Thus having
oncealed kis rea) murderous motives,Herod sent away
the Wise Hen toward Bethlehem to find the child, pretend
ing that he algo wished to come and worship him, By

aken up their abode in a “House® at Bethlehem.
Ap the Magi set out on their journey,to thelr grea

foy the star again appeared and seemed to go before th
in the direction of Bethlehem « Finally it seemsd
o stand over Bathlehem whers the young child was.

fhether or not we conceive of this phenomenon as &
atural or miraculous event it matters not. It served
he purpose of the Magi with their highly imaginative
endencies,and that was quite gsufficient for them.
Bdergheim tells us that according to Kepler,the
hstronomer,a most remarkable conjunction of planets #-

Mhich occurs only once in 800 years --did take place
ho Jess than three times in the year 747 A,U.C.,or two
veary before the birth of Christ (in May,October,and

The arrival of the Magi,with their strange questiofh

at of Jupiter and Saturn in the constellation Pisc&a,

-y

v

PIETSe .0+ 00.In the year following,that is, in 748 A.U.C

Pacember)., This conjunction is admittea by all astro;




" 12

and Mary to take the young ckild and escape into Egyp{

another planet Mars, joined this conjunction. Kepler

"
a 1]
gherefore placed the natiyity of Christ in 748 A.U.C.

14
that is in 6 B.C.jthus agreeing with Remsay. “"Eeple
who was led to the discovery by observing a similar
conjunction in I603-4,also noticed,that when thke thre
planets came into conjunction,a new,extraordinary,bri
liant,and peculiarly colored evanescent gtar was visil
between Jupiter and Saturn,and he suggested tkat a ai
jlar star had appeared under the same circumstances
in the conjunction preceeding- the Nativity®. )
0f course all these strange co-incidencea are not
the ground of our faith in the Divinity of Jesus.
Yet granting that he is Divine, tkere 1s nothing to hin
der us from believing tbat God -6 ¥d-oRdinatsd natura
phendmena with the super-natural advent of Jesus &8s
to meet the natural treid:af>Jewish expectation regard

ing tkhe appearance of the Messianh,
But whether or not this is the case,while Herod

ugs that he heartlessly and diabolically ordered that
al] the male children,two years old and under should
be slain,special divine warning was given to Joseph

Thence we hear no more of the holy family until after

may return to their native land in safety. After s
pre-monitions aboul the new ruler,Archelaus,they de
ed to go back to Hazareth. From that time forward,
witk tre single exception of his visit to Jerusalem

when twelve yvears old,until he became & man about
trirty years of age,we know nothing,save that nthe £

grace of God was upon him%gand finally that he was
sgubject® to kris parentis,

Edefisheim remarks that ,%spart from all thoughts
of the deeper necessity,both as regarded His Migsion
and the salvation of the world,of a true human devel-
opment of gradua) consciousness end personal life,Ch
could not in any true sense have bveen subject to his
parents,if they had fully understood that He was Divi

roT—coudd—Hein-thei—case haxe_baon watched,as He 'g

was 80 bent on making sure the death of tke child Jeg-

HBerod's death in 4 B.C.,when they are assured thatc:%ey
ci

child grew,and waked gtrong,filled with wisdom:and the

A

rist

ne ;
w

{

in wisdom and in favor with God and m$®...,The mystery
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of the Incarnation would have been needless and fruit

less had his humanity not been subject to all its y
rights ang@ ordinary conditions®. Had not the mys%e

of Hie Divinity been kept in the background,"the dbon
which bound the Master to His disciples - the Son of
Man to humanity - would have been dissolved;His teach
ing-as a Man,the Incarnation,and thke Tabernacling amo
men,in place of tke former 0ld Testament Revelation
from heaven,would have become wholly impossible®.
Something deeper therefore than the Virgin Birth
alone,though acconpanied b miraculous attendants,was
necessary to establish tkhe true Divinity of Christ

4id not make the story of the Virgin Birth the pillar
upon wkich tkeir faith hung,for they did not even Jj

mention the fact;though they doubtlegs knew about 1t
and believed it as well. They kad faith in the Di-

v

Jesus. The gacred writers,Mark and Jokhn,at any ratc?

vinity of Jesus because His Divinity manifested itself

through His human personality in His life,death,and
resurrection. Hevertheless the sinless and Divdl

' 1ife of Jesus once having been recognized,the Incar
tion througk the Virgin Birth makes a demand upon re
next to absolute necessity,if not entirely so,as is
80 ably srown by Dr.James Orr in his notable book
called *The Virgin Birth®. Horeover it is an impor
ant aid to faith and helps the crude understanding o
men to get,at least,some vague conception of the fac
that the Divine did actually take on human Jimitation
and actually passed through human stages of develop@
ment and had real human experiences.

As to the genuineness of the sacred records them-

ters in Matthew and Luke “containing the narratives
of the Virgin Birth are attested by al) available ev~
idence as indubitably genuine parts of the respective
Gospels®. He adds that "there is not a single un-

whick these chapters in Matthew and Luke are absent.
Heither are they absent from any of the Versions so
far ag our evidence goes. Even the ‘Gospel of the
Hebrews',an Aramaic version of the Gospel of Matthew

gelves relating tbis story,0ry remarks,that trese chap ~

mutulated MS. of the Gospels - older or younger - frgm

cn

contains tEe ¥ atiwity
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If is ,generally agrreed among scholars that the Gos
pels theméglvea arg génuine docgments of the Apostoli

Rge . And everybody must also admit the honeaty of
the writers. The discrepancies between Matthew and
{uko,in the two genealogies,may be accounted for from
the fact that the narrative in Matthew is given from
lhe standpoint of Joseph,and that in Luke from the stagds
boint of Mary. In the nature of the case,the stories
oculd have to come primarily from Joseph and Mary themd
selves. It was not a thing to be made publie. To
ave made it public at first would have brought discredit

pon the story and have cast reproach upon thenselves.
ndeed MHary,so the sacred writer says,"treasured all

hege things in her heart®,

Since a legend of this character would be altops
gether foreign to such an idsa,the presumption is in
Pavor of making Mary and JYseph tke ultimate source
df the stories from which tke sacred writers derived

bheir information. In regard to the Divine Perscnal-
ty taking on limitations such that His inner consciggs-
ness should be a subject of development,while baffli

o the imagination,need not be a barrior to falth,
fhe objection rests,as ProffgsagsSheldon,in his New

festament Theo]ogy,remarksagon the supposed necessit¥
thet special union'witk thée“divine should have cancel-

ed,on the part of Christ,all limitation of knowledge,

11 natura) occasion for growtk in the understanding
hf Himsel? and of the universe.® And in reply to

this theoretic Christological objeotion,the professor,
declares that ®being and consciousness are never conm-
mensurate in us,and least of all are they so at the
beginning of our career...In the Chrigt-child apd the
Christ-youth consciousness may {tkherefore) not have
toon by any means commensurate with beeing and essen-
ial relations... Granting that from the start there
vas an organic bond with the divine,perfectly unigue,
never duplicated in creaturly history,stil]l it may be ‘
4
1

-y ¥

b

hat in the conaciousness of the Son of Mary this sko
be unrevealed until some favorable moment should affo

) /4 an initial glympse of it,and that advance to a full

' nderstanding of it should be along the path of a wid-
ning and deepning experience®,

®
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IAt the baptism the Father's voice from heaven avowed
"Thou art my beloved Son,in thee I am well pleased®.

The Gospels set forth very clearly a "progressive |
unfoldment of the consciousness of Christ”, "Jesus
advanced in wisdom and stature®. He was subject to
temptation,a universa) mark of growing experience and
developing self-realization. At His baptiem He evi-
dently "reached a new stagé in His advance toward a pell-
fectly Juminous sel]-consciousness”. And Hie conviot+
ions met with a response from heaven,acknowledging Hig
as the well-beloved Son of the Heavenly Father.

His own consciousness of perfect sinlessness and
all absence of expressed penitence marks His develop-
ment as unique and absolutely different from &11 human
experience. Again "His Juminous sense of sonship in
relation to God®? is also unique in & sense surpassing

human experience. This conscious relationship wastzsé
thy

constant and &biding experience. He alone,of all
ruman race,reached the ideal consciousness. From
beginning of His Incarnation to the end of His earthly

[career Bis dsvglopment,both physically and sel f-cony
soiousiy,waa perfectly normal ,and yet always at its

maximum point for any given stage of devel opment.
It never fell below the perfect ideal.

Thus far we have spoken of Jesus Chriet as our 3
Ideal in respect to His Divine origin and approach to
men through His Incarnation. We are now ready to
consider Jesus Crrist our Ideal in respecé to His Dig
vine mission of love and redemption for a Biantul.race

culminating in His death and resurrection.

This idesl consciousfiifglationship of Jesus with
the Heavenly Father,of which we have just gpoken, found
1ts higrest expressicn in Joving comrunion with the
Father, Jegus Himself was the supreme object and emd
bodiment of the Father®s Jove and good will toward mer.

And again at the transfiguration a voice out of tke
bright cloud overshadowing them said,®"This is my bes
loved Son,in wkom I am well pleased;hear ye him®,

And wren the angele announced to the shepherds the
advent of Jesus,the Son of God,into the world,they did
not blow a blast of woes on the human race but rather

ving
>
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°Glory to God in the highest,
Andp?gagggsp peace among men in whom he is wel)

Not that the human race was perfecti!far from it! But
rather,it was an expression of good will for the we]E

being of the wrole human race. And Jesus was the tok
mnd embodiment of this heavenly and benign expression
oward all men.

In our introductory remarks to this thesis,we in-
timated that the ethical nature of God was such that
B perfect object of love was not only necessary for
His exictfhce but also could not be satisfied in the
?1nito,but must be sought in a Personal Other of like
;ature with Himgelf, In this Personal Other God could
rive full vent to His love. Jesus therefore in try-

ing to express this highest kind of love to mortal men
ses & term that carried with it the highest known
fxperience of Jove and authority among men,viz. that

bf Father,

On this question of love between Father and Son
and the human race,Francis J.Mc Connell,in his dook
ntitled °The DivinerImmanence® h%' ue%i said tngt 'Ifﬂ
As [.]
9y°e§ﬁ¥c§? 8230321§§°?r08g°£§'§3° 8§?§c%yr§%§$3 o}mghe
Bon*s Jove to ths Plihor,if_synga, means mOre be-
tween Jives of tkhis kind than it could mean in g
gther wise whatsoever - if in a word,the Bon is the
gbject whick God must have if ke is to be an ethical

gnd moral perils of the human state becomes the heav-
est conceivable cross for the Father. His willing-~

ess to yield to the Incarnation means more of a des-

re to come spiritually near us than could any revelat-
on througk a finite human organism created for the
urposge. The spiritual approach,the revelation of a

desire to make men see that God understandé them and
loves thgm and crooses them for kis own,takes on enhan-

ed dignity"®,
This conception of the unique relation between J)
Father and Son and the human race provides for the ‘

»goaeet possible spiritual approach of God to msn.
gt provides for the pre-existence of the Son as taught

n
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by the Evangelist John,and at once commands the high-
%n and everlasting devotion of the human racea. It
puts us in & better -position to appreciate the myst-
ery of the developing consciousness of Jesus;tg\gppreo-
iate the self-imposed restraint on the divine nature,
‘thus compelling developing self-realization through
human limitations.

At his baptism hé had reackhed such a degree of
pelf-realization that he was fully conscious of hie
Messiaghip. The first clear experience of this self
Fealization of Divine power,recognized in audidle voicg
by the Father at the baptism,became a tremendous sourc
n? temptation to hie human impulses. The gauling re-
straint of human Jimitations weighed so heavily upon
As expanding soul that he was compelled to withdraw

from human contact,where,in the solitude of the wilder]
ness,he could wrestle wifh his emotions and reconcile

 impulses of his human and Divine nature. Here
& p?gnciplea upon which he ghould win the love and

pbedience of the world,inspite of the powers of dark-
nesgs ,®8re wrought out and tested by a triumphant vict-

ory over temptation.

e belief in the Incarnation of the pre-existent
Jesus,80 uniquely related to the Father,enables us to
pore fully appreciate his humility and sympathetic 7}

nature as ¢ mingled with men. Nothing seemed too

v

v

loomo:xp]ace to command his considerate attention ,and
no one had fallen too low in the scale of humanity to
receivée his immediate assistance,

‘Thus in the very beginning of his ministry this
gpirit of helpfulness began to show itself, Jesus
and his disciples, together with Mary tkhe mother of
Jesus had accepted an invitation to a wedding in Cana
of Galilee,the village home of Nathanael. This was
he third day after Jesus,having returnsd from the *
femptation in the Wi)derness,had visited John who was
31111 baptizing the multitudes beyond Jordan,and who
nad the day previous been visited by & delegation of
priests and Levites from Jerusalem ingquiring of him
F¥ho art thou?®,

As the wedding feast advanced,the wine,because of
the increased attendance,failed,and Mary the mother

S~
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of Jesus,hoping that her son would manifest his Messldy
ahship,said to him,"They have no wine.® The mangrer
in wrich Jesus recognized the ambitions of his mother
has been well put by Professor James S.Riggs,o0f Auburng
Theological Seminary. "Tenderly,earnestly he said to
her,'My dear woman,your aims and hopes are not mine.
I cannot gratify you. The time has not come for the
anifestation of #: Messiahship. You do not under-
stand what you are asking’s. Reallizing her mistake,
vet confident that in some way,perhaps by sending to

ppbarrasment of the festivities,she said to the serv-
ants. ' Do whatever he tells you to do*,*

e sirple manner in whick an adbundant supply of
ine was furnished,depending upon trhe obedience of the
servants to, fill the six stone jare with water,is @
femiliar to all of us. It is worthy of note,that
¥hile Jesus would not convert stones into bread to ap-

of not having sufficient wine for the guests. Human

Pealings and motives were always of supreme importance
0 Jesus. When however these at any time indicated’
ispegard for sacred functions of society or religion,
is indignation and authority was at once aroused,

He did not ,for exnmp]o,?esitato to drive the grasping
money changers from the sacred precinots of the Templs

pget their tables and drive out the shesp and oxen,

On the other hand however the needy and distres-
sed always received his sympathetic assistance, The

a8 heard and sent away with the asaurance,"Go thy way
#on liveth®. The pitiful cory of the Jeper wkich
met him after his sermon on the mount 80 moved him
With compassion that he "stretched forth his hand and
touched him,and saith unto him,* I will be thou clean’

i
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fitter feelings of the gcribes and pharisees,openly

His method of healing was influenced b the feela
ings and motives both of the afflicted anqﬁﬁfiatandera;
Pe discerned the spiritual needs of msn. ~When the mah

ick of the palsy bYborn of four was let down through
he roof,Jesus, discerning the needs of the man and the

declared,"Son thy eins are forgiven®, And when his
fnemies accused him of bdlasphemy he rebuked them eaying,
l Yhy reason ye these things in your kearts¥ Whethey
18 easier to say to the sick of the palsy,Thy sins are
forgiven;or to say ,Arise and take up thy bed and walk
But that yeumay know that the gon of ,man hath author-
ity on earth to forgive sins{he saith to the sick -of
pre palsy), I say unto thee,Afige,take up thy bed,and
go unto thy house.®

Again,the healing of the man with a withe#fed hand
n the Synagogue of Capernaum,on the Sabbath,is & not-
able cese of how tke feelings and motives of men react
ed upon the sgensative nature of Jesus, Perceiving the
pvil thoughts of the secribes and pharisees he said to
the man,"Stand forth®. Then looking into the faces
pf his perverse coritics,said,®Is it lawful on the Sab-
bath day to 4o good,or to 4o harm? to save life or
Lo kill® But tkey kept sullen and silent. The right-
cous indignation of Jesus was ggrousediugnd hé "looked
ound about upon them with anger,being grieved at the
ardening of their heart®?,and commanded the man to

o what heretofore had been utterly imgoesible. I}
PStretch forth thy hand®,said Jesus. And he stretchgd

it forth:and his hand was restored®.
At another time while &t Capernaum Jesus was much
moved by the faith of & certain centurian,the builder

pf the synagogue,who had a dear servant at
bf death, %ﬁie’centurian,hearing or Jesuqf%gn O%g§dexe

Pf the Jews to Jesus asking him that he would come

d save his servant. And Jesus went with thenm®,
But before Jesus reached the home the centurian sent
vord to him saying,®Lord,troudle not thiyself;for I am
EOt worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof:dnérq-
fore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto three

.

\
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but say the word and my servant shall be healedy Fo}

I also am a man set under authority,having under mysel]f
soldiers:and I say to this one,Go,and he goeth;and to
another,Come,and he cometh;and to my servant,Do tris
and he doeth it." $That was a true man. There was
nothing vain nor snobbish about that man. He 414 ndgt
|represent the froth of popular society,but rather the
heart of a true mgn. But the marvel of it all was
that this pagan had far outstripped fpRe Jews in his
faith,especialldy with regard to our Lord's authority.d
It was this fact.that made Jesus marvel and turn and
sayjjunto the multitudes,®l say unto you,l have not
found so great faith,no,not in Israel®

The three oages, in which Jesus raised the dead shof
is divine compassion for sorrowing friends,viz.,the
estoring to a widowed mother of Hain an only son;and
0 Jairus the ruler of the synagogue of Capernaum &an
nly daughter;and finally to Mary snd Martha,the belov#d
arus,an only bdrother.

The numerous miracles which Jesus @rought were not
or spectacular display of ris divine power,but rather
ere & responses of his divine nature to an appeal from
eedy bumanity. These responses,of course,served
double purpose. They revealed his divinity as well
8 his human sympathy. The faith of the woman who,
or example,toucked his garment in tke throng was
romptly recognized;and likewise the faitk and rumility
of the Syroproenecian woman whose daughter he healed
of an unclean spirit. The multitudes who followed
Jesus and hung upon his words until they were almost
ready to faint from physical exhaustion and hunger
called fortk his compassion at one time to feed the
five thousand,and at anotherj] four thousand.

Helplessness always appealed to Jesus:the disciple
tossed on the Sea of Galilee,the deaf man with an ®im-
Eedemﬁnt in kis speech®,the epileptic,the woman bdowed

)

our

own with ®"a spirit of infirmity eighteen years®,and
he pitiablé sight of the ten lepers,and the earnest
pppeal of the blind man near Jericho.
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Thus the miracles of Jesus grew out of some effort
on his part to meet some human need. Even his walki
pon the boysterous waves of the Sea of Galilee ,thoufh
pt first dietressing to his disciples was to give. them
pn &ssurance of his divine help. There is one notabd]
~xception,howevet,viz.,the cursing of the figtree,
fetus 8aw in it a symbol of the deception of the hypo-
;rite,who made an outward show of righteousness dut
pore no fruit in actual helpfulness to needy humanity.
There are certain principles found in human exper-
!ence that never failed to appeal to the divine nature
Qf Jesus. These were faith,love,earnestness,persist-

=%cy,humi]ity,desire for truth and willingness to em-

race it,innocence,helplessness,and the c¢ry of the

stresged. Jesus wag always scnsifive to these key
otes in human nature. He was as sensitive to these

a8 the keys at a wireless station receiving their mes-
Bage across the troubled waters and through the thick
ogs calling for help. These principles are the *QC,
+D:® that call forth tke divine powers for human
e8Ccus., They are the ®Come quick,Danger!® signal that{
rever fail to arouge the Divine Jesus.

¥hile the miracles of Jesus e¢alled attention to
nis divine might and mercy,the teachings of Jesus
salled attention to his divine right and wisdom. The
ommon people who had not their minds warped by intel-
jectual dogmas of goribes and pharisees heard him
gladly,anfd"wondered at the words of grace whrich pro-
e¢ded out of his mouth®, Those who heard him preach
the principles of his kingdom on the Mount “"were aston
shed at his teaching for he taught them as hgving
puthority ,and not as the scrides®,
The simplicity,clearness and directness of Jesus®
feaching aimed right at the spirit of the law,and brush-
pd aside all caviling and external pretensions of phar |
saic ceremonialism. Professor Sheldon in his New
festament Theology has wel] Baiad,iconcerning this
aracteristic of Jesus,that "gpon nothing did He so
Fix the imprint of scofnful reprobation as upon the
Hisposition toﬁrate ceremonial scrupulosity above

Q
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adbove carefulpness to fulfill the common duties spri F-

inf out of the relations of man to man. To his min¢
this was a shabby,whitewashed substitute for religien,

lying semblance deserving the very acme of righteous
ndignation®, The twenty third chapter of Matthew
8 a very vivid picture of hew mercilesaly Jesus scoreq
re hypocracy of the scribes and pharisees. Woe unto
ou,scribes and pharisees,hyprocrites! for ye are 1ikeg
to writed sepulchres,which outwardly appear beauti-
, but inwardly are full of dead men's bones,and all
cleanness. Even 30 ye also outwardly appear right-
sous unto men,but inwardly ye are full of hypocrisy
d iniquity®.
The teacking of Jesus was not only pure in its j
Bthics,but it was palpitating with religious life.
throb of fellowaship with the Father was felt with
hyery truth uttered. A epiritual buoyancy and faith
and peace permeated psrmssted every message to tke
ﬁ;oubled soul. "Blessed,said Jesus,%are ye when men
all reproach you,and persecute you,and say all man-
ner of evil against you falsely,for my sake. Rejoice
d be exceeding glad:for great is your reward in heavdn:
OF 80 persecuted they the prophets that wersabefore
ou,*? To the inquiring Nichodemus Jesus emﬁhasized
e gpiritual side of the religious life,,saying,"Ver-

e cannot see the kingdom of God." To the woman of
amaria at Jacob's Wel) he said,”the hour cometh,and
ow ip,when the true worshippers shall worship the
ther in epirit and in trutkh:for such doth the Father
eek to be his worshippers. God is a Spirit:and they
rat worship kim must worship in spirit and truth®,
Although the teaching of Jesus was intensely spirif-
yyet it was the Pergonality of Jesus that .influenced
d convinced men. The Samaritans,for example,vhen
hey had seen Jesus,testified to the woman of Samaria
aying, "Now we believe,not because of thy speaking:

or we have heard for ocurselves,and know that this is
ndeed the Saviour of the world", It was the p§r90331
ontact of Jesus with men that won their Joye and
faith. The Personality of Jesus Christ is absolutely

ly,verily,I say unto theeyexcept one be bogn frem aboye,
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unique. He actually won men to believe in Him as th%
S8on of God.
The nmystery of his Personality charmed the multie

ne had been shamefully crucified and made a speotacle

A

jppearances and disappearances at will,convinced the
disciples,even doubting Thomas,of his Divinity.

tudes,and angered the jealous scribes and pharisees

P o saw their pet theories torn down. Everywhere the
mul titudes,were inspired with profound expectation

[f some radical change in society and pgovernment. But
ite myetery of the Personality of Jesus could not bde

f.deretood by kis life alone. It was not until after

nto the whole world,and had risen again and appeared
i-to‘,.his disciples,that hie Divinity became apparent.
: er his resurrection,his super-human control over
ipace and time limitations,which were manifest in his
It was in hies transceamdence of human limitations,and
Pn his manifestation of ethical perfection that the
deal Personality of Jesus was revealed. And it was
rough this ideal Perdonality of Jesus in his ethical

bearing toward humanity that the good will eof the
eavenly Father toward- humanity was revealed.

This brings us to thé last division of our thesis
iz.,the divine presence of Jesus in our hearts attest
d by the witness of tkhe Holy Spirit. A3 Jong as
esus manifested himsel? to his disciples under human
form it was impossible for them to realize the full
rntent of his mission to the worla, But after he kad
Lhus ceased to manifest himself in the flesh,and kad
pegun to manifest hie presence through the operations
ff the Holy Spirit,tke disciples got a clearsr view
ff vhat Jesus meant ,when he said,®I will not leave
)

)
|

you orphans:1 will come unto you. Yet a little while
and the world dekholdeth me no more ;but ye berold me:
pbecause I live,ye shall live also, In that day ye

shall know that I am in my Father,and ye in me,and I
in you,*® Tris close relationship with God the Father
ind Jesus Christ kis Son could only be understcod ‘in

spiritual eense,and not in a bodly sense. Therefore
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if any adequate conception of this spiritual nearness
was to be realized,it must be experienced within the
gpiritual kuman consciousness and not in mere sensu-

joug presentation.
And it was not till the Holy Spirit had been given

-y

0 tkhe Gentiles a8 wel)l as to the Jews that the broade
onception of the world wide mission of Jesus was
;ealized. The specia) manifestations of the Holy
Spirit in the early church evidently served tkhe purpose
¥ enlarging the spiritual vision of the disciples and
bf giving them a world wide intereat in the Gospel of
Jesus., It enabled them to see that a&l] men are brothd
4rs and that God is our Father. The conception of

the common brotrerhood of man and the common Fatherhood

3r God was thus begun to be realized.

The condition of tkis fellowskhip and brotherkood -
8 obedience to moral odbligation and faith in God.
iho essential thing is to obey and trust rather than
io seek for emotional confirmations. If the exultant
pmotion comes it 1s to be welcomed,but {f not,etil)
Lrust and obey. We are not commanded to have emotiong
put. rather to odey. "He that hath my commandments,®
paid Jesus,®and keepeth them,he it is that loveth meg
nd he that Joveth me shall be loved 0f my Father,and
will Jove him,and wil) manifest myself to him®. At
pnother time he said,"Mot every one that saith unto me,

{ord,Lord,shall enter into the kingdom of heaven:but

We are in a human world,rowever,and none of us i
:ave perfect insight. We are all developing soulf.
ploreover, we are in a social world, and are therefore
nder obligation to society for much of our intellect-
pal ,religious,and moral attainments. We serve God
py siriving to up-build scciety. By improving thre
onditions of our fel)owmenywe make it possible to
petter our own conditions, We may not enjoy fellow-
phip with Jesus Christ without sharing it with our
'e) ] owmen. Hence if we would have good will toward
;04 we must exercise good will toward our fel) owemen.,
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Jesus Christ has placed an ideal before us. If

we would cbey Jesus,the personation of our ideal,we
must strive to?realize his ideal plan for humanity.
If our communion here with him and the Father is more
DI less clouded for lack of ideal conditicns of self- l
- ]

Fe may be also,®

~ealization$gwe have the assurance that,®in our Father

house are many mansionsa®,and that Jesus the gon "has
gone to prepare a place for us that where he is there

Thus he has set up for us a beacon light of hope
of spiritual Jife to,go on under improved conditions
n a world to coms. And in so doing saves this

&:;ld,with its un-ideal conditions,from dispair,and

s hope and progress possible,

By kis Incarnation he has come, infinitely near
18 in divine sympathy with all) our human woes:by his
Tifa,death,and resurrection he has come infinitely neay
in divine love and mercy:and finally by His Holy
irit he has come infinitely near us in our spiritual
consciousness by divinejcommunien. But in al)l) this
passion to approack men and reveal his Jove and will
he 8till respects our humanity, He in no way inter-
fereg with the law of our being. He does not cance!
the Jaw of human knowledge and replacs it by divine
1Jlumination,but rather illuminates our human under-
standing according to the laws of human experience.
He does not cancel our wills dy coercion,but rather
feveals to us through tre understanding the awful cong
sequences of disobedience,and the blessed satisfying
result of obediencs. Bis sympathy,kis love and merdy,

human understending ané will. The responsibility of
disseminating this knowledge of the perfect §deal
rests upon those who have been instructed, And the
responsibility of its reception and realization rests
upon the wil) of the individual himself, Thus we are
made co-workers together with God in the great revel-
ation of the Gospel for the realization of his spirit
3a] human kingdom, To this kigh calling and blesse

and ris spiritual) priesence is in tke highest sense ide€al,
.IBut the realization of this ideal depends upon the
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privilege we are forever indebted to our blessed
Redeemer,Jesus Christ our Ideal.
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