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In the past China has had no great University which has exerted
y a lasting influence over the people arousing them to strive for lit-|
I erary excellence,to seek knowledge from all sources that they might
. be of use to their coungg¥bh hg%% %%%g%g mi%ﬁgg%gment has however m
edopted a sysvem of examinations of men to a knowledge of the Chin-
ese classics not for knowledgé bﬁ% that as a reward they might hold
B|office. These examinations are not properly undefstood,for the m
opinion has been gaining ground that vheir value has been over ra’r.ed,ﬂl
and that they are to be held responsible for all the shortcomings of
Chinese intellectual culture. The truth is just the reverse. Thes
shortcomings are referable to other causes,while for nearly a thousanﬁ
years this system of literary competition has operated as a stimulat-)
ing and conservative agency,to which are due not only the merits of m
the national education,but its very existence. If we would study
the University of China we have simply to study these éxaminations, ]
for all the schools and all the colleges are-preparing their students

to pass these examinations.
Its primary object was to vrovide men of ability for the service
§of the state,and,whetever else it may have failed to accomplish,it isj
impossible to deny that it has fulfilled its -specific end in a remarkg
able degree. The mandarins of China are almost without emception
rthe choicest specimens of the literery cleass. It is their duty to
encourage the efforts of students,to preside at the public examinat-
Hions,and to visit the public schools. So identifiedwm, indend, are them
'mandarins vwith ell that constitutes the intellectual lLife of the Chinﬂ
eseg people thet foreigners have come to lLoox upon them as a faborédd
class,like the Brahmins of India,or as a distinct order enjoying a
¥monopoly of learning,like the priesthood in Kdypt. t
Mothing could be further from the truth,those stately officials,
Efor whom the people make with such awe:rstruck deference,are not poss-
Hessors of hereditary rank,neither do they owe their elevation to the
favor of their sovereign,nor yei to the suffrages of their fellow oit1

izens. They are self elected and the people regard them with deeper
respect,because they know that they have earned their position by in-
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m tellectual effort. Dr yartin says :'"In this genuine democracy Ghin

stands unapproached among the nations of the earth ; for,whatever inf
perfections may attach to her social organization or to her polit-

ical system,it must be acknowledZed that she has devised .2 most effeq
Here at

-

. ual method for encouragding effort and rewarding merit.
%least is one country where wealth is not allowed to raise jts possess
~or to the seeat of power ; where the will even of an emperor cannot be
and where the caprice of |
]

¥

stow its offices on uneducated favorites ;
the multitude is not permitied to confer the honors of the State on
incompetent demigogues!.

The instvitution that accomplishes these results is not -an innovat4
"ion on the traditional policy of phe Empire. The germ from which it“
sprang was a maxim of the ancient sages,expressed in four syllables - ¢
Chu hsien jen nend.- “employ the able and promote the worthy; and examj
inations were resorted to as affording the best test of ability and W
worth, O0f the great Shun,the model emreror of antiquity,who lived
about 8.8.C. 22800,it is recorded that he examined his offic ers every)

hird year,and after these examinations either gave ithem promotion or
ismissed them from the service. The subjects he examined them upon

re not Lnown very well.
Nore than a thousand years after vhe above date,at the ¢ommence-

ment of the Chin dynasty we are able to find what the examination con#
sisted in. Ihe Chinese had become a cultivated people and all can- "
didates for office were required to give proof of their xnowledge of ¥
the five arts,-nmusic,archery,horsemanship,writing and aritametic. M
Under the dynasty of Han a thousanfl years later,we find the range
of subjects for the civil service examinations largely extended.
The Confucien Ethics had become curtent,and a toral standard vwas re—
gerded in the selection of the competitors - District mugistrates
® were required to dend up to the capital such men as had acguited a
reputation for "filial piety" and “integrity". In addition to this
the intellectusl examination was two-fold - Fifst as to the skill in
the six arts ; secondly,as th their femiliarity with one or more of
the following subjects,the civii law,militery affairs,agriculture,thew
administratiion of the revenue,and the geogrephy of the Empirﬁhith !

special reference to the state of the water communication.
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Coming down to the present day,we find the simple trials instit-

uted by Shun expanded into a collossal system,which may well claim

E vo be the growth of four thousand years. Scholarship is a very H

| different thinghow and a man cannot hope to succeed without years o%

I toil.

& The candidates for office - those who are acknowledged as such iﬂ
4 . consequence of sustaining the initial trial - are divided into three
} grades of Hsiu - tsai,chu jen,chin sihih -"Flowers of talent","promot
‘ed scholars",and c¢hose who are "ready for office™. The first trials
are in the district city and are yresided over by the chancellor.

About two thousand couwpetitors er the Lists,renging in egde froq

‘the precocious youth jusv entering his teens to the venerable grand-
sire of seventy winters. I'he candidates for this degree are narrow-
! ly examined when they enter the hall,their pockets,shoes,wadded robes)
Wand ink stones,all being searched,lest precomposed essays or otherg
aids to composition be smugdled in. When they are all seated in the
halllin their proper places,the wickets,doors,windows,and other entran-
ces are all guarded by men,and pasted over with strips of paper. m
The room is filled with anxiocus competitors arranged in long seats, m
pencil in hand, and ready to bedin. The theme is given out and everyﬁ
one writes off his essay and habds it to the board of examiners ; thell
whole day is allotted to the task and a gun is fired to announce the
time when the students can disperse.

The chancellor,assisted by his clerks,occupy several days in sift4
"1ng the heap of manuscripts,from which he picks out some twenty or "
more that are distinguished by behty of penmanship and grace of dic’o—»I
“ion. The authors of these are honored with the degree ofi "Flower of
[falent" and are entitled to wear the decoravions of the lovest grade

4]
[
c

bf mandarin
Once in thrée years these Flowers of Talent repair to the provin-

kial capital to engage in compevition for the second degree or !Pro-

goved Scholar". The number of coupetitiors awounts to nearly ten-

¥ thousand and of these only one in a hinured can Qe admitted to the

¥ coveted degree. The trial is conducted by special examiners sent ?
down from Pekin ; and this exawination takes a wider range than the
preceding. No fewee than three session of nearly three dapg each

]
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are required,and bhe themes are assigned with a special view to test
ing the extent of reading and depth of scholarship of the candidates.
The manner in which these subjects are handled dan be best illustrat-|
ed by introducing part of an essay ,upon thie theme : "Wher persons
i in high stations are sincere in the performance of relative and domesf-
|ﬂio duties,the people generally will be stimulated to the practice of
j virtae". It is a falr specimen of the style of the Chinese essayist
"fihen the upper classes are really virtuous,the common people
will inevitably becoaz so. for, though vhe parforaance of relative
duties by superiors does not originate in a wish to stimulate the
people yet the people do become virtuousgwhich is a proof of the vir- !
Ytue of sincerety. The difference betysen & person filling « high .
station and one of the common people,coansists in the departacn. assigf-
ed them not. in their relation to heaven ; it consists in a differenoe;
of rank,not in a difference of natural feeling ; but common peogle '
constantly observe the sincere performance of relative duties in peop&

e of high station. In being at the head of a family and oreserving
rder amongst the people of whow it 1s cowpoosd,there should be sincerde
Pttention to politeness and decoruu. A good -wan placed in a-high

station says ; '"who of ali these are not related to me and shall I re$
beive them with mere exterual forms ? The eiegent entertaimaant,ths |
' neavly arranged tables,and the exhilarating song,sowe men esteem merew
'forms,but the good man estezms that which dictates them as a divinelyl
instilled feeling,and attends to @t with a2 truly benevolent hearu!. ﬁ
This will show what a delightfual task the examiner have to examine

| seventy or eighty thousand essays of which vhis is but part of one.

i The victor still vreceivss neither office nor emolument ; but the

I honor he achieves is scarcely less than that which was won by the
Ivictors in the Olywpic games. He is one of a hundred,each of whom
'was a picked man ; and as a resulv of this secondvictory he g?es fortm
an acknowledged su,erior among ten-thousand scholars. m
In the Spring of the follow.ng year he proceeds to Pexing to seekm

the next higher degrse,attainment of which will prove a passport to |

cps , - . 5 s H
office. The contest is with the Promoted Scholars of the Emylre,but]
mthe chances are wore in his favor ; and if the Gods are progitous h
mhis future is made. a3 a usual thing he 1s uub devoub bub wow he '
0 ¥
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burns incense and gives alms. If he sees a fish floundering on a
hood,he pays its price and restores it to its native element. He
picke strusgling ants out of a rivulet made byg a recenl shower,or
rescues bits of printed paper from being trodden in the mire of the
streest. !

This examination is severe lasting bthreé dags. The candidates
are pub in cells three fest by four anfi high enough to stand up in,
the furniture consists of twdé boards one %o sit on and one to write.l
Confinement in this cramped position,whese it 1s impossible to lie
down is exceedingly irksome,and is said to cause the death of many
old students.

If his name appears among the favored few,he not only wins him-
selfi a place in the fromt rank of the lettered,but he plants his
foot securely on the rounds of the official ladder by which he may
climb to the highest position in the Empire without the help of
rank or friends. A1l this advancement presents itself in the dis-
tant prospect,while the office upon which he immediately enters is J
one of respectability and it may be of profit. |

But it is obvious that a competition which excites so profoundly
the interest of. the whole nation must be productive offbry decided m
results. It leads to the selection of the best talent for the ser—m
vice of the public and besides it exdereises a profound influence
upon the education of the people. She has but few colleges and no m
universities except on paper in the modern sense of the word.  Yet !
iv may be confidently asserted that she gives a most effective pat- m
ronage to learning. So oowerful are the motives addrassed to them
that the whole body of scljolars who once enter the examination-hall
are devoted to study as a life-long occupation. The Hayor of Tien-s
tsin related with pride how,on gaining the sccond degeee,he had re-
moved with his whole family to Peking,from the distant provigce of ’
Yeinnan,to compete for the third ; how at each triennial contest he |
had failed,until,after more than twenty years of patient waiting,at
the seventh trial,and at the mature age of three score he bore off
the coveted prize. In a recent list of ninety-nine candidates of
the second degree,sixteasn are over forty years of age,one sixty-two
and one eighty-three. The average of the whole aumbar is above
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thirty and for the third degree is much higher. "
e thus have a class of men,numbering in the aggregate some two
or three millions who keep their faculties bright by constant exer-
cise: If these men are notv highly educated it 1s not the fault of
the compstitive system,which proves its power to stimulate them to
such prodigious exertions ; but of the false standard of intellect-
yal merit established in China. In habt country letters are,every—;
thing and science nothing. i
The type of Chinéese education is not that of our modern schools:|
but when compared with the old curriculuws of languages and philos- |

ophy it appears by no means coatemptlble. 4 single paper intended |
for the last day of the examination for the second degree,may serve
as a specimen. It covers five subjecus - criticism,history,agricul
ute,military affairs and finance. There are twenty questions undsr
each head. It may be that these are' not treated in a scientific
mdnner but they could not be answéred without an extensive knowledge

= s

of Chinese literature. One question under each of the five heads
is all that our space will allow us to introduce. I."How do the

rival schools of Wang and Ching differ in respect to the exposition
of the meaning and vhe criticism of the text of the Book of Changes
II. The great historian $z2 ia Ch'ien grides hiwself on having gath
ered up wmuch waterial that was nsglected by other writers. tihat

are the sources from which ne derived his information °? ITI. From
the earliest time Zreat ettention has been given to the improvsuwenc
agriculuure. Wllf&indicate the arrangements adopted by the Variousm
dynasties ? IV. Bhe art of war arose four thousand four hundred
years ago,differcat dynasties since that time have adopted various
methods to begulate the use of the militia and stendins armies,-the
mode of raising the supplies for the armg,can you stabte these. i
V.Give an account of the circulating wsdiuw snder different Qynastie#
and state how the currency of the Sung dynasty corresponded with our

use of paper uwoney at the pressent day. "
The fact that a place is found for subjects of this class is fu;%

of hope. Dr Hartin says"It indicates that the door,if not fully ¥

opened,is al least sufficiently ajar to admit the introduction of

our western sciences with all their progeny of aris,a band powerful E

I
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enough to 1ift the Chinese out of the mists of their Hediaeval ’
scholasticism end Vo bring them into the full light of modern know-
ledgel?

In this statement he seems to ignore the fact that the officialg
and mandarins and students themselves have been the ones who opposeﬁ
all progress and the great majority of the uprising agaimsi foreignj
ers have been secretly fomented and encouraged by the lilerature.
They seem to cling most tenaceously to the old dead system of the |
past,and the new schools at Tientsin,the North University and the '“
University of Peking and the New University at Shanhai have been ]
Tounded through the efforts of men like Li Hung Chang who started
their careers as soldiers or were educated abroad as wu Ting Fang t
embassador av Washington and Lou Fuag Loe the embassador at London,
and received their places not in the regular way buv through ths 1n4|

®
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fluence of L1 Hung Chang. i

If the new conditioan,of affairs ia Cu.na caused by the Boxer u,—H
rising and the exposurs of ths condivion-of the government,does stimp
ulate the Board of Examiners to revuuire a knowledge of western Scienfe
in the examinations then & field has been opened up for the deno‘min-I
ational Universities that is simply unlimited,as the government |
schools are turning their attention largely to military science and m
mebhanfcal,eled@ical,and ¢civll engineering.

For already the colleges for highsr education estabrished in theT
large cities of China act as a recoaciler,and afford a platform uponm ‘
. which the leaders among the Chinese and the leaders of the Christian .
m church can stand togeiher. The need of more schools of great univ—g
- ersities cannot be better shown than by giving the list of those now
at worg upon the field ,which shows their inadequacy. There is = ﬁ
~collede at Canton : the American Board College &t FBo Chow : the |
Py " Methodist Colleges at Pexing and MNanking : the American Boarc}, College{F.
at Tanchow : 8t John's Bpiscojal College at Shanhai : the M.E.South M

College at Shanhai : an the Anglo-himerican College at Kuchow : and
the Presbyterian College at way Shen. Several of these at the pres-
ent time are in ruins as the result of the Boxer Kovement.  And none

: "
| of thew acre large enouszh or have woney enough to bacome a great unlva
|

ersivy. fhis will only be possible if the missionaries of =ach

|




iL

8.

province anite their forces and their means and build one school

which shall be Christian but not denominational,some may think this
anwise but what the heathen world needs is not cresed but Christ and
especially is this necessary as by the very last mall comes the un-
pleasant news that all the Christian Americans end English have

been asked to resign from the Imperial Jniversity even Dr Martin

after nearly forty years of service,has been disamissed,because they !
have talked too much about the Boxer ilovement. And Japanese are to
be put in their places who alyhoush they may be good teachers are no
Christians. And if China is to be revived in ths mext ten years it

'E
[

1l
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n will depend largely upon the Christian influence brought vo bear m

;
|
|
i

f4nd though there are many other fesatqres that could be named as use-

gbranch,they must be superior inhe lines they do tewch.

upon the young men who are beginnind to simply throng the schools
seeking to know somsbthing of the life of the world beyond their shords
and shall they not be allowed to see for thewselves the Light of the
world which has given to the Western Powers their strengbh and spirif]
And if the colleges intend to accomplish the regeneration of '
t China there are certain features that must be adopted.
I. 'The institotion must be evangeliceal. Not that the institut-
| ions are to be Theological Schools or Bible Institutes. The one dis
tinguishigg feature will be that the word of CGod shzll have vhe place)

of honor, .
IT. The teachess must be men of God who can lead the students to
Christ by btheir personalicy,they must be men who can stiract the studd

I

ents by the magni&btism of their characters.
III. 1If they cannot compete with the CGoverament Schoo.s in every

IV, Ths students should be self-supporting as far as possible. !

ful to a great institution still they would simply be suggestions as
o school has been as yet been governad by them,but it is to be hoped
&Lhat the rumor which has come wiil prove true thet the missioﬁgries of
‘Lhe province of CHili have united includinz ooth knglish and Americaa
Ic'>cleties.
' And may we all oray and work uvhat the Sleeping supire way be
i!awakened,and that bigoted spirit of the Chinsse literature may be
ichanged into one of earnest desire for knowledse of the truth. And

Fin seeking to master chemistry,and physics,zoology and geolo3y and

. | !
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engineering they may be mastered by the spirit of the Lord dJesus.




