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CifAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 





lts far as a study conducted in the particular phase of 

I Amer ican History no data appears available at the present time. 
·I 
II 

I, 

Some of the studies that ranked social s·tudies low were· 

I Ethel E .• Rolmes 2 who conducted the study in a single elemen-

tary school of the preferenees of the elementary school among 

the various school subjects. It was of no statistieal sig­

nificance. 

Another study by Robert Hill Lane3 whose findings became 

highly significant as indications of trends of likes and dis-

likes for the reason that a large number of children partici­

pated - more than 19,000 f'rom grades three to six. He co.n­

cluded that the reason Reading and Arithmetic were liked most 

was that they probably were well taught. Social Studies and 

Science were disliked probably for the reason that the class-

room materials and methods were ineffective. Lane's study was 

carried on in only one sch ool system. 

Gale Gardner4 in his stu.d.y of subjects most liked and 

least liked, whose choices had to be rated, also found Social 

Studies very low. 

"If a large percentage of the children actively dislike 

a given subject, it is certain that they approach the learning 

2- Holmes, Ethel E., "School SQbjects Preferred By Children", 
Department of Elementary School Principals, Sixteenth Yearbook, 

I 
Washington, D. d., N.E.A. 1937, p. 33.6 - 334. 

3 - Lane, Robert Hill, The Principal in the Modern Elementary 
I School, (Boston: Houghton :&tiff'lin do. , 1944) p . 270-277. 
I 
li 4. Gale, Gardner, ttA Study of Children's Interestn, The 
I Tennessee Te acher, May, 1941, p.30. 

....... ., .. 





Interest a:ppea::t"S as the underlying factor governing opinions 

as they became established by the individual. 

To sum up this s,tu.dy the. f ·ollowing is what the writer 

hopes to find; 

1. The preferences of the boys, girls ant total preferences 
of people and e·vents of the units involved. 

2. The. phase of history that the boys, girls and combined 
boys and girls like, dislike and neither like nor 
dislike. 

3. Whether or not do tm boys or- girls prefer history-? 

4. What person and event is the most popular? 

5. Do the students have the same choice fo.r the separate 
Unit Checklist and ·the combined Unit Checklist. 

--
4 



CHAPTER II 

PROGEIXJRE 

The fifth grade pupils of the five elementary schools 

of Chelsea, Massachusetts, participated in this study to 

determine men and events preferences. To gather the data 

for this study-, each student was required to complete four 

checklists. The. data in the checklists were compi1ed fro-m 

the. first three units of the history- by Lansing, Chase, 
7 Nevins. 

The first unit checklist (Fig. 1. ) was based on the 

unit entitled rtEuropeans Find The Americas", which was 

divided into groups, namely, people and events. Each group 

comprised of seven ( 7) names of people and seven (7) events. 

The second unit checklist (Fig. II.) was founded upon 

the unit entitled "Europeans Claim New Lands and Seas.tt 

One group consisted of eleven (11) names of people and the 

other nine (9) events. 

The third unit checklist (Fig. III.) was based on the 

unit entitled "New Homes In A New Worl.d.. rr This checklist 

was composed of · twenty-eight (28) names o-f people and nine 

(9) events. 

The fourth checklist (Fig. IV.) was. a combination o,:f 

the three units. Included in this checklist thirty-eight 

(38) names of people and twenty-five (25.) events. 
7. Marion Lansing, w. Linwood Chase, Alan Nevins, Makers 

of' the, Ame-rieas, (Boston, D. c. Heath Company, 1947) 
Unit I II III. 

- 5 



Figure I 

Name School ----------------- ------------------

Here are some names of people and a list of events 

whose story is told in Unit. I - Europeans Find the Americas. 

Put the figure 1 in front of the person or event which 

you most enJoyed learning about; put figure 2 in front o-f' 

your second choice; and put figure 3 in front of your 

third choice. 

In the columns after the persons and events listed., 

put a circle around the letter which tells how well you 

liked reading about the man or event. 

Here is what the letters mean: 

L - I liked reading it. 
N - I neither liked nor dislikeQ reading it. 
D - I disliked reading it. 

••••• Leif Ericson 
••••• Columbus 
••••• Prince Henry 
••••• J'ohn Cabot 

PEOPLE 

LND 
L N D 
LND 
LND 

••••• Vasco DaGama 
••••• Cabral 
••••• Amerigo Vespucci 

EVENTS 

LND 
LND 
LND 

• • • • • . . . . . 
• • • • • . . . . . 
••••• 

The Vikings try to make a settlement. 
Columbus explores across the s.ea. 
Vasco DaGama sails to India. 
Gabral discovers Brazil. 
Prince Henry trains navigators for ships:. 
Spain and Por·tugal quarrel over terri tory, 
and so the Pope made a Line. 

I 
L N D I 
L N D I 

L N D 
L N D 
L N D . . . . . 

. . . . . The English claim lands in America. 
discovered by John Cabot 

L N D I 
LND 

_ .... 
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Name 
Figure II 

School ----------------- ------------------

Here are some names of people and a list of events 
whose story is told in Unit. II. 

EUROPEANS CLA.IIvi NEW LA.NDS AND SEA. 

Put the figure 1 in front. of the person or event you 
most enjoyed learning about; put figure 2 in front of your 
second choice; and put tha figure 3 in front of your 
third choice. 

In the columns after the persons and events listed, 
put a circle around the letter which tells how well you 
liked reading about the man or event. 

Here is what the letters mean: 

L - I liked reading it. 
N - I neither liked nor disliked reading it. 
D - I di.sliked reading it. 

PE 0 p L E 

. . . . . Balboa L N D . . . . . Jacques Cartier L N D . . . . . 
• • • • • 
• • • • • . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... ..... ..... 

Magellan L N D • • • • • Sir Francis Drake L N D 
Cortes LND . . . . . Sir· Walter RaleighL N D 
Pi.zarro L N D . . . . . Verrazano 
DeSoto L N D· . . . . . Ponce 
Coronado LND 

EVE. NTS 

Ponce de Leon discovers Florida. 
Magellan sails aro.und the world. 
Balboa discovers the Pacific Ocean. 

de Leon 

Cortes meets Montezuma and the Aztec Indians. 
DeSoto discovers the Mississippi River. 
Coronado explores north of· Mexico. 
Pizarro captures the Incas of Pe-ru.. 
The English settle at Roanoke Island. 
Cartier and Verrazano explore for the 
French in the New World. 

LN D 
L N- D 

LND 
L N D 
LND 
LND 
L N D 
L N D 
LND 
L N D 

L N D 





F'igure 4 

Name School · -------------------- -----------------

H:ere are some names of people and a list of events whose 
s.tory is told in Unit I, Unit II, and Unit III. 

Put the figure 1 in front of the person or event which 
you most enjoyed learning abou.t; put figure 2 in front of 
your second choice; and put. figure 3 in front of your third 
choice. 

In the columns after the persons and events listed, put 
a circle around the letter which tells how well you liked 
reading about the man or event. 

Here is what the letters mean: 
L - I liked reading it. 
N - I neither liked nor dislikeQ reading it. 
D - I disliked reading it. 

••• Amerigo Vespuea-i 
••• Balboa 
••• Cabral 
••• Captain Newport 
.•• Champlain 
••• Chief Powhatan 
••• aolumbus 
••• Coronado 
••• Corte a 
••• Daniel DQ Luth 
••• Daumont St. Lusson 
••• DeSoto 
••• Father Marquette 
••• Henry Ifu.ds on 
••• Jacques Cartier 
••• Jean Nicolet 
••• John Cabot 
••• cTohn Rolfe 
•.• John Smith 

PEOPLE: 
LND 
L N D 
LND 
LND 
LND 
LND 
LND 
LND 
LND 
LND 
LND 
LND 
L N D 
LND 
LND 
LND 
LND 
LND 
LND 

••• Leif Erieson L N D 
••• Louis. Joliet L N D 
••• Magellan L N D 
••• Massasoi t L N D 
••• MYles Standish L N D 
••• Peter Minuit L N D 
••• Pizarro L N D 
••• Ponce de Leon L N ]) 
••• Pocohantaa L N D 
••• Prinee H:enr.y L N D 
••• Samoset L N D 
••• Sir Francis DrakeL N D · 
••• S'ir Vlal ter Raleigh N D 
••• Squanto L N D 
••• Vas co DaGama L N D 
••• Van Rensselaer L N D 
••• Verrazano L N D 
••• Wm. Bradford L N D 
••• William Brewster 

,_ 
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Upon completing the studies of the respective units, 

the teachers of the fifth grade were askecl to distribute 

the checklists to be filled in by the pupils. 

The directions were placed on the top of the paper. 

The section for people was placed in the center and the 

events were placed on the bottom of the paper. This pro­

cedure was followed for the three separate Unit Checklist. 

The Combined Unit Checklist consisted of page #1 hav­

ing the directions plus the names of thirty-eight (38) 

people and on page. /2 the twenty-five {25) events·. 

There was a blank space an the left side or the name 

of the pe.rson or event far the purpose o·f allowing the. 

students to place their first, second or third choice :for 

the one they preferred. Some of the papers had to be dis­

qualified due to. the :fact tha.t more than three choices 

were checked. 

After each person and event on t .his paper, there were 

three letters "Ltt, ''N", and "Du. "L" refers to the state­

ment that it was enj eyed. as reading mater-ial by the students. 

"Nn refers to the statement that it was neither favored no,r 

disliked as reading mater-ial by the students. "D"' refers to 

the fact that it was disliked as reading material by the 

students. Each person or event had to have one of the let­

ters circled on the paper or it was disqualified. 

11 



The papers were divided into· two groups, boys and 

girls. The final test group consisted of l .2'l boys from 

the· total group o"f: 180 and 14..0 girls from the total group 

of 184. 

Each individual choices of pupils were added. to find. 

the total preferences of each person and event. The same 

:p.ro-ced.u.re was followed. for the separate Unit Checklist and. 

the combined Unit Checklist. 

Upon finding· the total preferen.ce of. each person and 

event, the basic method. of finding percentages was used.. 

Critical Ratio was used to find the significance of the 

differences between the percentage of the boys and the per­

centage of the girls for each person and event. 

To determine the significance of the difference between 

any two percentages, the formulae for the finding of the 

critical ratio {CR.) when the two percentages are expressed. 

by P1 and Pz is: 

The standard error of a difference between two percen.t-

ages is found by the use of the formula: 

SE 2 

p2 
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UNIT II OF EVENTS 

Ponce de Leon discovers Florida. 
Magellan sails around. the wo·rld. 
Balboa discovers the Pacific Ocean. 
Cortes meets Montezuma and the 
Aztec Indians. 
De So·to discovers the Mississippi 
River. 
Coronado explores north of :Kfexico 
Pizarro captures the Incas of Peru.. 
The English settle at Roanoke Island.­
Cartier and Verrazano e·xplore for 
the. French in the, New World. 

UNIT III OF EVENTS 

The English s:ettle in the New 
World at Jamestown. 
The. Pilgrims sign the Mayflower 
C'ompact-. 
The Pilgrims celebrate the first 
Thanksgiving at Plymouth. 
The French become friends with 
the Ind.ian tribe. 
The Dutch in America settle 
along the Hudson River·. 
The Indians sell Manhattan Island 
for Twenty-Four Dollars. 
The City of Quebec is Founded by 
the French. 
The French explore the Great Lakes 
The experiences and discover-ies 
of F'ather Marquette and J'oliet. 

De Leon 
Magellan 
Balboa 
C'ortes 

De Soto­
Coronado 
Pizarro 
Roanoke Island 

Cart i .er and 
Verrazano 

Jamestown 

Mayflower Compact 

First Thanksgiving·. 
French friends 
with Indians 
Dutch in America 

Manhattan I :sland 

Quebec 

Great Lakes 
Marquette and. 
Joliet 






































































































































































