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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this dissertation is to analyze the 

function of theoretical and practical modes of communication 

in world-wide church division and integration . Since this 

dissertation deals with the disunity of the church by 

necessity it presupposes that there is a certain ideal of 

unity toward which the church is aiming . In order to be 

objective in our investigatio n it is necessary to lay bare 

all valuations and underlying hypothesis . The unity valued 

in this paper would be a minimal unity . There are p e ople 

in the Ecumenical Movement who think that nothi ng short of 

complete reunion of the churches should be tolerated. This 

may be the ultimate g oal . At the present moment in history 

a complete merger of all den ominations into one church does 

not seem a necessity or a probability . Vvhat is imp ortant 

is that t he church becomes one undivided body in fellowship . 

The major barriers to complete fellowship are the problems 

of intercommunion, the Church and the ministry . Clarence T . 

Craig lists his g oals for t he Ecumenical Movement . In 

essence this paper a grees with him. They are as follows: 

1 . The first is the recognition of the oneness of our 
membership . Baptism into any part of the Body of 
Christ should mean membership in the whole Body . 
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2 . The next step is the recognition of t he oneness of 
our ministries . They are all ministers of Christ . 

3 . A truly united church will be marked by complete 
intercommunion, oneness at the Lord's Table . 

4 . Full comi t y should b e establish ed i n the l ocation 
of individual congregati ons . 

5 . Parallel to this is t he need for machinery for full 
comity in missionary expansion . 

6 . Finally, there needs to be an effective a g ency to 
speak to the world on behal f of t he church . l 

The method of t h e dissertation will b e to present four 

chapters of ecumenical history , tracing the development of 

the I n ternat i onal Missionary Council in Chapter I , the Faith 

and Order Movement i n Chapter II , the Life and Wor k Movement 

in Chapter III, and the F ederal Council of Churches in 

Chapter IV . After t h is historical introduction the non-

doctrinal barriers to ecumenical comrQunication will be 

analyzed in Chapter v. Chapter VI will be devoted to the 

doctrinal b a rriers to ecumenical c ommun icati on . The role of 

n on-doc trinal communi cation in building the ecumenical 

community is the subject of Chapter VII . Chapter VIII 

considers t he role of d octrinal comraun ication i n bui lding t h e 

ecumenical commun ity . The final chap ter, Chapter IX , deals 

1 . Cra ig, TOC, 115, 116 . 
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thought t hat divide the churches are theoretical differences 

but not doctrinal differences . When the task of systema­

tizing t he factors comes it is difficult to ke ep these 

differences in t h eir correct logical posit i on. Likewise, 

all non-doctrinal factors that divide or integrate, as the 

case may be, are not all practical , a few may be theoretical. 

However in general and for the purposes of our ultimate 

conclusions we can say that the main force of the non ­

doctrinal factors are from the practical, wher> eas , the main 

force of the theoretical analysis comes from doctrinal 

factors . 

As to previous works in this field t her e are none 

covering this particular subject . There are studies , 

however, that touch upon various aspects of the dissertation. 

Willirun R. Hoggs r book, Ecumenical Foundations , traces the 

orig in and hist ory of the Internat ional Missionary Council . 

The first chapter draws heavily from this b ook . John 

Hutchison 1 s book, We Are Not Divided, traces the origin and 

history of the Fe deral Council of Churches up to 1941 . 

Chapter IV owes much of the material to this book . 

There are partial studies that s hould be mentioned in 

relation to Chapters V to VIII . In 1937 for the Edinburgh 

World Conference on Faith and Order, the Commission on the 
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In general then this -dissertation is organized into to 

sections . lhe first section , Chapter's I to IV , presents the 

historical material that ia the main data of the a tudy . 'rhe 

second section, Chapters V to VIII, analyzes the data with 

an effort to select the practical and theoretical factors 

involved in ecumenical Communication. The dissertation on a 

whole seeks to discover the relationship of the practical 

and the theoretical generally but is more specifically 

interested, however, in their r elationsh ip in the ecumenical 

movement. 
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first and most far-reaching answer is: the Ev angelical 

Movement which renewed the life of the Br i tish and American 

churches between 1738 and 1910 . " 1 This fresh burst of 

Christian enthusiasm embodied the spirit of world mission 

and inspired men like William Carey .to catch t he vis i on of a 

world brought to Cl1rist and a Christian people with a 

responsibility for making the g ospel known to all wi thout 

Christ.. Numerous missionary societies arose . At .first 

ther e was a high degree of co operation b etween the different 

denominations in the various societies . Wi t h rising 

denominational consciousness and vigour in the nineteenth 

century, however, most of t h is coop eration was surrendered . 2 

In the second half of the nineteenth century these same 

societies beg an to explore me a ns .for establishing a broad 

and .flexible kind of missionary coop eration which .flowed 

tog ether in 1910 to make poss ible tbe .famed Edinburgh 

Conference . 3 Tbe .first of these was a seri es of conferences 

in the various mission fields discussing the immediate 

--- ---- --
1. Horton , TRC, 18. References to sources are indicated in 

tb.is dissertation by abbreviations which are explained 
in the bibliography . The author's name appears with 
each ab breviation . When t here is no person or persons 
as the author the name of the conf'erence or org anization 
which edits the report will be referred to as the author. 

2. Rogg , EF, 14 . 
3. Ibid., 16 . 
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problems of theory, pract i ce, and organization. These 

conferences were espe c ially significant because they evolved 

through trial and error the conference procedure t hat became 

normative for Edinbur gh , 1910, and for most s1.1.bsequent 

ecumenical conferences . The assembly at Madras in 1902 

stands out as a watershed in the perfection of conference 

technique because the conference was limited to appointed 

delegates from t he different societies and because it 

presented a readable, streamlined report of about one hundred. 

pages . 

The second tributary comprised that series of confer­

ences held in England and the United States beg inning in 

New York in 1954 and culminating in New York in 1900. The 

greatest value of these confer ences was the fellowship and 

spiritual uplift that crune from common prayer , . close associ ­

ation, and discussion of problems that interested them all 

in the mission field . The weakness of these Anglo-American 

conferences was the fact tha t they showed little structural 

improvement over the years . The meetings were large and 

unwieldy making effective act i on and implementation 

impossible. Regai•dless of this they s h ow the g reat and 

growing backlog of desire for what the International 

Missionary Council later became. 
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Edinburgh was different from its New York predecessor 

of 1900 due to the fact that the conference techniques of 

missionary conferences on the field and the Student 

Christian Movement were used instead of t h e mass demonstra -

tion. The planning committee of t h e c onference, the 

Internatlonal Committee , which included b oth John Mott and 

J. H. Oldham establ ished the principle t hat Edinburgh would 

be c omposed of d elegates officially appointed by t he ir 

societies . Throughout t h e nineteenth century the Ang lican 

High Churchmen had been aloof from interdenominat i onal 

activities s h ared by other miss i onaries . It wa s one of the 

grea t accomplishments of Edinburgh that it marked the 

entrance of Ang licanism into inter-church councils. Credit 

for t h i s achievement must g o to the Student Movement . Hogg 

say s: 

The Student Movement was directly responsible. Good­
will resulting from its accomplishments had g ained its 
representatives entre to Anglican dignitaries. Accept ­
ance ·of the Movements 'interdenoMinational position' 
(as distinguished from undenominationalism) , allowed 
'cooperation without compromise', made Anglica n 
participation possible . s 

The persuasive force of the Movement 's leaders like Iviott , 

Oldham, and Tatlow won the representative Anglicans so that 

8. Ibid., 114. 



two months before Edinburgh t h e Archbishop of Canterbury 

decided to come . 

8 

It is important to say a word about the general pattern 

set by Edinburgh for preliminary study because this pattern 

has since been foll owed by every major international, inter­

denominational conference. Eight pre paratory coLTiniss i ons 

were set up in the summer of 1908 . In choice of members 

personal ability outranked consideration of denominational 

representation . John R . Mott raised $55 , 000 to finance the 

commissions in their labors . Hundreds of carefully compiled 

questionnaires went to Christian workers overseas so that 

hundreds of missionaries around the world gained a sense of 

actually participating in the conference . After the raw 

data as a basis for consultation was accumulated the various 

commissions met in their respective lands. They worked over 

the data until the chairman of the conrrnission reflecting the 

mind of the coL1mi t tee could write a single, unified, 

readable report . 

One hundred fifty-nine missionary societies s ent to 

Edinburgh more than one t h ousand two hundred delegates . The 

Europeans were v er y much in evidence with forty - one conti­

nental societies represented by one hundred seventy delegates. 

Seventeen conference members were from the churches of 
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procedure . The result of t h ese conferences was to g ive t h e 

churches in the mission field closer contact with the 

churches at home plus the fact that they stimulated coopera­

tive endeavors in medicine, education, and evangelism. 

Wherever there were not any Continuation Conooittees on a 

national level, they were created. In t hi s way a great 

impetus was contributed to the emerging world Christian 

Community . 

The second important t h ing that occurred at Auckland 

was t he founding of The International Review of Missions. 

It was a quarterly of a scholarly nature with J. H . Oldham 

as its editor . Its purpose 11 to f urther the serious study 

of 1t and to contribute to the "science of missions 11 was 

presented in t he first issue . 14 Als o in the first number 

Mott tried to explain t he purpose of t h e Corrooittee as a 

11 world cormnittee 11 and not as a super - body . He saw t h e 

Committee as a clearing house f or the mi ssionary societies . 

So it was that t h e Review got underway and was well received. 

One of its special features was its yearly survey of the 

mission field . 

The Continuation Committee planned to me et in September, 

1914, at Oxford, England, but it never assembled a gain . The 

14. Ibid., 149 . 
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international missionar y a gency rose simul taneously on both 

sides of the Atlantic . At t he suggestion of the Standing 

Committee in England and the Committee of: Reference and 

Counsel in America on Apr i l 14, 1918, an Emergency Committee 

wa s set up to h andle international miss ionary problems that 

would arise when t he war ended . The g roup elected Mott 

cJ.1airman and Oldham and Maclennan secretaries . So the 

Continuation Committee took a ne w external form . This group 

settled missiona r y probl ems resnlting from t he war and made 

overtures to the German miss i onar<J g r oups in an effort to 

hea l the breach b r ought on by t he war . The :Vorld Alliance 

fo r Promoting Int ernational Friendship t h r ou gh t he Churches 

me t at Oud-Wa ssenae r near The Hague , Oc tober f irst to the 

thir d , 1919 . They urged the Continuation Conwittee to meet 

as soon as possible t o spe ed th e return of German missionar­

ies to t heir work .
16 

After a short pre liminary· meeting at Oeg stgees t i n 

April, 1920, in which a bridge of understanding was made to 

t he Germans , t he International Miss i onary Meeting was held 

at Crans, June twenty -second to the t wen t y -eight h , 1920 . 

This was not a meet ing of t he Cont inuation Committee nor of 

16 . Ibid . , 192 . 
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FORJvlAT10l'l OF rrHE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 

At Lake Mohonk , New York, in the autumn of 1921 sixty-

one persons from around the world met to establish the 

International lissionary Council . The only group conspic-

uous with its absence was the German de l egation although the 

German Protestant Missions Committee (Ausschuss) was one of' 

the charter organizations of the I nternati onal Missionary 

Council . The other large national missionary organizat i ons 

were the Foreign Missions Conference of Nor·t;h America , the 

Conference of Missionary Societies i n Great Britain and 

Ireland and many others . 1 7 

Thre e bas i c p r inc iples were embodied in the foundati on 

of t he International Missionary. Council . The first principle 

was that the onl y b odies entitled to determine miss i onary 

policy were the missionary societies and boards or the 

churches they represent . Secondly , the Council s h ould not 

deal in matters involvi ng eccles i astical or doctrinal 

quest ions . Finally , the successful worki ng of the Inter-

national Missionary Council i s ent irely dependent on the 

gift f r om God of the sp i rit of fellowship , mutual under ­

standing and the desire to cooperate . 18 The function of the 

17. Ibid .j 205 - 206 . 
18 . Ibid., 205 . 
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Council was seen to be that of international co-ordination , 

stimulation of thought, and the presentation of united 

action on common problems . 

The Counc il met only once--at Oxf'ord, England in July, 

1923--between the constituting of the International Mission ­

ary Council at Lake Mohonk and the renowned Jerusalem 

Conference in 1928 . During this period the committee of the 

Council met periodically . w. H . Hogg enumerates three ways 

in which at this time the Council g rew in understanding of 

its own nature and .function . Lines became drawn in the 

early 1920's between fundamentalists and non-fundamentalists. 

The question became pointed . Is any cooperation possible 

wlth doctrinal differences? The conclusion of the Council 

was that there could be cooperation on the non - doctrinal 

issues and a whole list of ende avors was published . Yet it 

felt it would be entirely out of harmony with the spirit of 

the movement to press for cooperat:Lon in work as would be 

felt to compromise doctrinal principles or strain 

consciences . 19 

By 1923 it appeared to OlQ.ham and A . L . 1Narnshuis , a 

missionary from the East who had t aken Maclennan 's place , 

19. Ibid., 218 . 
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gene ral discussion , the r eference to the small committee 

for close discussion and forraulati on of statement and final 

acceptance by p lenaFy sess i on was followed .
22 

Jerusalem made the consideration of the "Christ i an 

Message " its f irst concern . Previous to t his ti.rn e t h e 

message of the missionary movement was taken for g r a nted . 

There was a divergence of opinion of two distinct sch ools . 

One emphasized ex clusively the g ospel ' s u ni quenes s , main-

t a ining that the convert must renounce completely h is former 

system of belief and practice . The othe r, a ppealing to the 

. comparative study of r e ligion, saw elements of value i n non-

Christian religions and viewed Christianity as the fulfill-

ment of some truths already possessed in part by other 

faiths . 23 Also added was Rufus Jones' keen analysis of 

secularism as a rival movement as powerful and as da ngerous 

as the g r eat historic religions . Will iam Temple did his 

usual masterful job at what he called h is "parlour-trick" 

of reconciling the irreconcilable in prepa ring t he fina l 

summary of t he message . 24 The key line of t he statement 

22 . Internati onal Mi s s i onary Council , Jer . {1928) , 6 . 
23 . Hogg , EF, 247 . 
24 . I remonge r , "iiJT , 396 . 
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was 11 Christ is our motive and Chris t our end . " 25 So it was 
I 

that all were united in the fact that Christ was the message. 

Jerusalem also made great contributions to the study of 

the social implications of the Gospel . The council dealt at 

length with race conflict , rural mi s sions , industrialism, a ni 

war . In fact one critic of Jerusalem c alled its work 

"Christian sociology . 1126 But possibly the greatest experi -

ence of Jerusalem was the presence of the younger churches 

as churches in their own r ight . It was in the younger 

churches that new evangelistic tides began to flow due to 

the released power of the J erusalem Message . 

The decade between 1929 and 1938 was marred by crisis . 

Throughout the world there was fe l t a world economic depres-

sion and threats to international peace . The theolo g ical 

world was faced by a new theology variously designated 

"Barth ian , tt "Continental ," and "Crisis. 11 This 11 Crisis" 

theology held the proclamation of the Word as alone impor -

tant; any attempt to make the missions • program attractive 

and more "reasonable " by educational , agricultural , or 

medical wor1c was not necessary . So sharp a theological 

division naturally produced considerable strain within the 

25 . International Missionary Council , Jer . (1928), 40lt't' . 
26 . Hogg, EF, 252 . 
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headquarters in London) and the International Missionary 

Council 1 s New York office. Aid was given by the English and 

American Missionary societies and a financial arrangement 

whereby German missionary money was deposited in Germany and 

a loan on it was made in London. This aided the German 

societies until the German government allowed a limited sum 

to be sent to them . 

Between Jerusalem and Madras much of the Council's 

effectiveness sprang from the activities of its depart­

mental agencies . The Council had originated them although 

they raised their own budgets separately . The Department of 

Social and Industrial Research was born at Jerusalem. Its 

director when it opened its offices in Geneva in 1930, was 

a former Y . IVI . C. A . worker J . Merle Davis . Shortly afterward 

Dr. Otto Iserland, a young German Lutheran, was made 

associate director . The Department firs t served as an 

information service on social and economic aff'airs for 

missions . Second , the Department conducted extensive field 

research . At first the Department bad dif'ficulty with the 

Northern Missionary Council which believed that the church 

(not individual Christians) did not have any responsibility 

to society . Due to the character of Davis and Iserland ' s 

ability to make known the fact that their worlc was only to 







are named on the previous page . Of the g roup , the most 

important was Kraemer's book . 30 

The Madras Conference was held in the beautiful new 

buildings of the Madras Christian College from December 

twelf'th to the t wenty -nineth, 1938 . The weather was 

beautiful with summer breezes . The Conference was up to 

that time the most widely representative assembly of 

30 

Christians ever gathered . More over , t hose from the younger 

churche s experienced new f r eedom o f expression , new status . 

In fact the most impre s sive delegat ion cruae from the churches 

of China and no t fr om the West . The c entral theme of the 

Conference was the Church . 31 In this resp ect Madras was 

i n continui ty with the main thought of the oxford and 

Edinburgh Conferences of 1937 . Madras ' s emphasis , however , 

cent ered upon strengthening the younger c hurches as part of 

the ongoing , universal Christian fellowshi p . More than 

most such gatherings , tbe Madras mee t ing did its work mostly 

i n groups varying i n size from fifty to seventy . It was 

only in the la.st three days at the end of the Conference 

that each section presented its report in plenary session 

and had it accepted . 

30 . International Missionary Council , VVMC , 8 . 
31 . Ibid . , 6 • 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































