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increase in vascular structures around epithelial dysplasia (Figure 5E). Since 

angiogenesis is needed for tumor growth, this increase in vasculature may be a sign of 

tumor initiation in the aging 4NQO-treated tissue. Indeed, increased vascularization 

during progression from normal epithelium to OSCC has been reported (Jyothsna et al., 

2017). The increase in vasculature may be also explained by the accumulation of SASP 

fibroblasts as they have been shown to secrete factors that promote new vessel formation 
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