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FOREWORD
Much has been written of the Southern Highlander, j 

little of which is accurate or truly representative. The ’
I late John C. Campbell, Secretary,Southern Highland Di- 
,1 vision Russell Sage Foundation, describes the Highlands 
'•as ”a land of promise, a land of romance, and a land a- • 
..bout which, perhaps, moM things are known that are not J 
true than of any (other) part of our country.”! it

The usual impression of the Southern Highlander and jj 
his homeland is that received from the "foreigner-" to i 

‘‘use a term employed by the mountaineer in describing the J 
;tourist, the novelist, and the exploiter. Since this f 
iimpression is from the "foreigner," it is colored by his •' 
viewpoint, and almost invariably shows a lack of accurate; 
■knowledge of the Highlander, and a lack of appreciation 
!of his real worth. The descriptions so often'seen in ** 
[Collections o# short stories, In newspapers, and Journals, 
[are usually greatly exaggerated and unduly colored. The i 
icharaoterizations of the short-story writer are of the 
utmusual type-the feudist, the moonshiner, or the imbecile?.
[The tourist, looking from hie Pullman window, rAmembers 
only the mountain girl that,’::from therdebnnofthet cabin f 
.home, waves a happy greeting to the "big folks" who are *' 
so rich that they can ride on the fine train th^itoomes 
[screaming through the mountains from the mysterious some-J 
,where that lies far beyond the hills, and about which '■ 
..she has read in her "Gography" in the little school at J 
the forks of the "big road," and which she hopes to vis- li 
it some day. The exploiter has no Interest in the High- ! 
j,lander except to get his land, coal, iron, and timber at :! 
as low a price as possible; and if, perchance, the rug- . 
'ged mountaineer is able to hold his own in a deal with i 
-the exploiter, he is written up as a crook. Even the mls^- 
jSlonary and the educator, though with righteous motives, ’ 
misrepresent the mountaineer. In order to make a strong ! 
■Appeal for funds for running their missionary and educa- ‘ 
[tional enterprises, these well-meaning and sincere people' 
'picture the most extreme oases of illiteracy and destitu-i 
ition. Particular oases are given without qualification, : 
[and leave the impression that they are typical ahd uni- ’ 
•versal,|, I
[ May I cite two or three ^instances that came under 
imy own observation to illustrate my position. There came 
one day to the mountain college which I was attending a ‘ 
--— .. ------ - -=- ------ — --  -’’The Southern Highlander and His Homeland-" John C ~ 
parapbell.
I >1



straggling youth who had walked fifty miles, as he j 
; stated, in order to attend school. He was penniless andi* 
f destitute, having no other clothes than those he was weai • 

■ ing. There happened to he visiting at the school some 1 
: friends from the East who were greatly interested in the! 
.work it was doing. Eager to secure all the publicity j 
'matter available, these philanthropists lined this new j 
ispecimen of mountain illiteracy, "thirsting for a draught 
, from the fountain of knowledge," before their camera in 
!order that they might carry his likeness back to their I 
friends in the East, In the meantime, the institution i 
of learning, justifying its existence by helping- the •* 

’’youth of meager, means to get onto the road to knowledge, i| 
took the young man in and gave him work to do to pay his s' 
way. But he had been on the campus only a few days when; 
he took a suit of clothes belonging to another student 
■and was again on the road. Meantime, his photograph was 
il being carried East as a representation of the mountain ’ 
i youth, .
i *
I Another instance; i .spent a Sunday with a friend, J‘ 
[I in company with a gentleman from the North, in the moun- ' 
fctAAns, It was a sort of sight-seeing and exploring ex­
pedition. Our Northenn friend was careful to "snap" the 
joccasional log cabin which he was able to find, when he 
-might have secured the pictures of a dozen or more of 
jimodern country homes. He took great pains to "snap" the '* 
li picture of our guide-without his knowing it-who was a 
jjhalf-witted fellow, >

These incidents Illustrate the methods that are em- I 
ployed to secure funds for wholly worthy causes, yet I i
seriously question whether the end justifies the means ,i
•They may he positively harmful. The philanthropist con- i 
•eludes from the extreme types that are represented to him! 
that the mountaineer is not worthy of assistanae, or thaV 
progress is impossible. On the other hand, the mountain-! 
.eer is exceedingly sensitive, and no more wishes to be « 
regarded as a subject of missionary effort than other peolr 
pie. One lady from New York State, the wifle of a profes­
sor in a mountain college, was literally amazed, on at­
tending a reception given at the Girl’s Dormatory, to 
find that the young ladies were dressed in re^ clothes, j. 
jof good material and made from the latest pat^rns, and ij 
[that they actually knew how to conduct themselves on a j 
,social occasion, f
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A BIT PERSONAL
" --------------

It was with no little questioning that I decided to ' 
write .on a particular phase of the life of the Southenn . 
Highlander. Being myself a son of the mountains and a 5 
product of mountain environment and institutions, I re- ' 
alized that I-would naturally write from the viewpoint ’ 
'of the native. And yet the very fact that might in a ! 
measure disqualify me from writing fairly and with an- un-, 
prejudiced mind would on the other hand Justify the un­
dertaking. i

I Born and brought up among the mountains, I was heir 
pto everything that the most Isolated sections of that ‘ 
J.wonderful region possesses-wonderful for Its remarkable 
[ contrasts-its wealth and its poverty, its beauty and its 1 
'(Ugliness, its wisdom and its ignorance, its righteous- |i 
^ness and its wickedness, its cheer and its lonliness. 
But the wealth of the mountains is not the wealth of 
'the plai4 or the city. It consists not in houses and 
land, gold and silver. True, there is abundant wealth ,i 
in the coal and Iron mines, the expansive forests, and f 
.the fertile valleys, but the wealth which is the noblest 
heritage of the Highlander is that of blue sky and pure j 
air, of pure refreshing stream gushing from the mountain J 

' side, of abundance of room In the world and rugged Inde- [, 
pendence. Neither is his .poverty the poverty of the city 

! slums, for It Is a poverty unrecognised. Poverty is rel-; 
I ative, and where there Is no contrasting material wealthy 
''no poverty is felt. If the mountaineer owns a patch of , 
J land with a house on it to shelter his family, the plains 
'■ est of clothes and the simplest of food, he is supreme- | 
ly happy. His is the happiness which the”Miller of the !

i’Dee” expresses when he sings at his work: ;
(J II
S "I owe no penny I cannot pay;

I earn my bread, quoth he, .
„ I thank the stream that turns the mill, «
’t To feed my babes and me."l j.

J
I This contentment of the^ountaineer is one of the 
I tragedies of his life, for^uas a tendency to keep him 
!in his low estate and makes difficult any appeal to him ;
I for improved conditions for him or his family. It is 
only when a youth catches a gleam from the outside world 
that he becomes restless and dissatisfied, and seeks forj 
better things.

. t
1 This is a bit of verse I learned as a boy from a school 

j; reader. It Is all that I can recall of the poem, ''



1 But I started out to be a bit personal; I was Just 
^saying that I was born and brought up in the mountains, 
.and that I was heir to all that was worst and best there. 
My youth might be well described by St Paul’s- descrip- 
'tlon of his condition to the Phllipplans; know both 
how to be abased, and x know how to abound: every^vhere 
'and in all things I am Instructed both to be full and to 
ibe hungry, both to abound and to suffer need/’l But nry' 
51ot consisted -mostly in "being abased, being hungry, and 
'suffering need," Poverty was real for me; fdir there was 
^sufficient contrast between my condition and the condition 
'of some of my more fortunate neighbors to cause me to feel 
the pinch and the humiliation of it. There were many of F 
the simplest and inexpensive things, nevertheless, thlngsf 
dear to every boy’s heart, that 1 was deprived of. My f 
father, with a large family of boys, with his meager earnf 
|ings was barely able to supply us with the plainest clothes 
and the simplest food, to say nothing of such luxuries as 
toooks,II
I But there’ were two things that I inherited from my ? 
father that have been of inestimable value to me. These 
la love for reading, and a reverence for God and the Bible'^J 
IMy father has always been an inveterate reader, though « 
Slid education was only elementary, and in this matter all 
Jiis boys "took after -their father." About the most epoch- 
STorming event that- ever occurred at "our house" was when « 
;J;he first weekly paper was "suboribed for." It was the * 
Toledo Blade, and proved for a time the greatest educa- » 
tive force in the home, aside' from the Bible ^he things’’ 
that I read besides the Toledo Blade, were tfie Bible, an h 
jbld History of the World-whioh an older brother had bor- ’ 
rowed somewhere-, and a copy of Grimm’s Falhry Tales-thls J 
was also borrowed, and had to be smuggled in, my father « 
J)eing uncompromisingly opposed to anything that smacked ? 
pf fiction, I used to "hide out" with this wonderful col-': 
[lection of fairy tales and for hours at a time live in 
;the land -of "make-believe," But it was very'real to me, 
ts I now look back on those days of rlotious living, 
hose days of revelling in the Historic Old Testament, i 

the thrilling accounts of the rise, prosperity and fall J 
pfl nations, and in Fairy Land, I can see how fortunate I j 
was to have such a spftendid oombinatlon-a combination 5 
that satisfied in my youthful heafct the desire for the 
religious, the historic and herds, and the imaginative.
ii
I I never entered school until I was past eight years it 
of age, and from that time until I was past sixteen I ?

1 Phil.4:12.



was a victim of one of the most wretched school systems
I that has ever dwarfed the life of any boy. The sessions ; 
'varied from, six weeks to five months-, and much of this ' 
I time I had to spend at home working. The equipment con- isisted of a one-room huilding-usually with vestibules- Orf 
.cloak rooms-,long hard benches to sit on, without any dec 
'desk, an^ the same height for the six-year old and the 
young man of twenty-one. The black-board was made by

I painting a portion of the ceiling. The teacher who ruled i 
!with all the majesty of an lohabod Crane over this mot- I 
■'tied group of boys and girls was usually selected by the j 
ij board bacause he could be hired at a lower salary than 
Sa better man, because he was crippled or an invalid,
I hence unable to earn a living at any other business, or ' 
' because he was a relative or fr4&nd of some mmmber of i 
j> the Board, bis main task vras disciplining the rugged 
'[lads and saucy lasses, and his success as a teacher was
’ usually measured by his ability to "rule." ;
h When I was^sixteeh years of age my parents moved to , 
Lwithin three miles of a school of secondary learning. i 
"This move proved to be an epo‘oh-making one for me, for ,
II could now attend the "College,” even though I had to ' 
walk for three miles over almost impassible Eoads. But I

■'what oared I for mud, and slush, and rain? I gloried ini 
[lit so long as I could have access to a good school. At ! 
rtihe age of nineteen I made a State certificate, and was | 
]' given a school to teach. This was the beginning of- a i 
' teaching career which aiasted almost continously for a j 
' period of twelve years.

:! Why have 1 taken the trouble to give this bit of 
autobiography? In order to establish my right to write ;

i about the Southern Highlander. I am his kinsman, his
■ neighbor, and his offspring. I know him, and the condl- ; 
tions under which he lives. I know the most learned and;

} the most illiterate, the most prosperous, and the most
■■ improvident, the happiest and the most-despairing. I i 
have shared the scanty meal of the grinuBfaced miner and ' 

[ sat at the table of the prosperous farmer. I have tried' 
! to teach the children of them all. and have served them f 
; as a minister of the Gospel. I ha-^e preached many a tlme,^ 
' in a little log schoo-house back in the forest when I 
; felt more like making a talk on health and sanitation, ■!I'
! Yes, this is my reason for writing of the religion I: 
of the Southern Highlander: because life in those High- il

p lands has been misrepresented and misunderstood, and
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. 'because I have a deep and abiding interest there.

CHAPTER I. !

’ THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDER-HIS HOMELAND-ANCESTRY.
h i
!* In order to fully understand the religion of the i
1 Southern Highlander some knowledge of his homeland Is 
! necessary, for there is probably no other people in the 
; world "Whose religion has been so tremendously influenced;, 
jby its environment than the Southern Highlander, What e 
, and where are the Southern HighlandsT It is impossible ;
to draw an imaginary line around a certain area and callj

■ It the Southern Highlands. There Is no sharp line of I 
demarkatIon between the Southern Highlands and the Norths 
ern Hlghlands-so-called for the immediate purpose. But ' 
as a basis that portion of the great Appalachian system ! 
lying south of New York, and extending to central Ala-

I bama, has beerf isolated and called the Southern Highland?. 
This region takes.in the four western counties of Mary- , 
land; the Blue Ridge, Valley, and Allegheney Ridge coun-[ 
ties of Virginia; all of West Virginia; eastern Tenness-i 
ee; eastern Kentucky; western North Carolina; the four • 
northwestern counties of South Carolina; northern Geor- j

]. gia; and northeastern Alabama, It is a great upland | 
region of mountains, valleys, and plateaus, consisting j, 

« of three parallel belts or ranges running northeast to !■ 
« southwest. They are the Blue Ridge belt; the Allegheney-j 
■' Cumberland belt; and the greater Appalachian Valley. “I

I!
Who is the Southern Highlander? This question is 

more difficult to answer than the former. There,-jaj^a
* number of things involved that make it difficult 4^riuth- j 
ern Highlander Is usually described by the public ^speaker

»who is making an appeal in his behalf by saying that
S "In the mountains of our fair Southland lisesaa people
’ af purest Anglo-Saxon blood, upon whose cabin walls |
1. hang the rifles with which trheir illustrous ancestorsI at King's Mountain turned the tide of the Revolution." | 
ji But so sweeping, though eloqueht a statement means very ! 
i little for our present purposes,

In the early settlement of the Atlantic Seaboard 
there were formed three great reservoirs of population 
which later suplilldd the streams of western immigration. . 
The first was' in Pennsylvania, formed by transatlantic 
immigration passing trough the port of Philadelphia.

^-John C.Oampbell-THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDER AND HIS
1 HOMELAND, p.lO



[iThe second was formed to the woutheast of the Blue Ridge | 
|| and fed not only from the north, but also from the south I 
I by later and lesser streams of transatlantic immigration ! 
through the ports of Charlestown and Wilmington, The il! third reservoir, was formed in the vicinity of Pittsburg, 
jThese early centers of population became the main sources 
fijdr the settlement of the Highlands. Driven by the tyraii 
ny of British rule and claes distinctions, or attracted (j 
by nev; and rich lands, abundant game, the lure of adven­
ture, the intrepid immigrant pushed westward. Undaunted 
by the apparently impassible Appalachians, unheeding of 
the warnings of the oolonia'l government officials, and 
undismayed by a limitless expanse of wilderness, here-
Itofore unacquainted with the white man’s foot-fall, the 
!pioneer,bat first cautiously, as the boy exploring the 
J new forest, bjA growing bolder as the mysteries of the ' inew land call^im, blazed the trail for civilization, ! 
■These immigrants, coming at first in small groups, but ' 
‘later in streams, found, or rather Improvised, homeSin i 
tvarious Beetles of what are now Virginia, West Virginia, 
Tenfiessee, and Kentucky, The strongest and probably the I 
‘earliest of these colonies was the Holston Settlements, 
I formed on the Watauga River in Tennessee, in the year I 
■1769. When the Revolution broke out there was a suffi- I 
jOient number of these hardy pioneers to hold the far­-flung battle line, to defend the widely scattered and 
Sunprotected settlements against the frequent Indian at- :tacks, and finally to turn the tide at King’s Mountain. | 
!In 1772 these scattered settlements, of which Holston 
jwas the center, were formed into the Watauga Association.’ 
.Of this Association Theodore Roosevelt writes:
i "It is this fact of early independence and self- 
I government of the settlers along the headwaters of the 
‘Tennessee, that gives to their history itsvpeculiar im- | 
jPortance. They were the first men of American birth to ‘ 
establish a free and independent community on the oontl- inent. Even before this date there had been straggling j 
settlements of Pennsylvanians and Virginians along the » 
headwaters of the Ohio5 but these settlements remained ' 
mere parts of the colonies behind them, and neither grew ! 
jinto a separate community, nor played a distinctive part' 
'in the growth of the west.”-*- 1
i I

After the successful termination of the Revolution [ 
there v;as a great impetus given the western movement, and 
'the Highlands were so rapidly settled that in 1796 therej 
;were enough people in Tennessee to entitle it to admis- 1

Rosevelt-Winning of the West, Vol. I, p.231 §



After the great- Northwest T_©rritory was opened for 
settlement many of those who had earlier founded homes ’ 
in the Highlands, pulled up and moved on further, in I 
search of richer lands. Many people, also, oij the At- [ 
lantic Seaboard and the Southern plains, desiring to j 
move into the Northwest Territory, found the most acces- < 
Bible route to be through the Highlands, mainly by way ] 
of Cumberland Gap. Many of them reached their destina­
tion, but others, while others halted in the fertile riv­
er valleys, or on the slopes of the Highlands, thus form- 
!ing another stratum of settlements.

Sion into the Union, and it was admitted as the sixteenth
State !,

i The question of the ancestry of the Southern Highland-' 
jer is an interesting one; but its chief interest lies in ' 
;the light it JbhrOws on his religion. Although this an- j 
ieestry cannot jSe determined beyond question, a careful j
study of the nationality of the immigrant, the names i
^found among the early settlers, together with the charac-’ 
,ter of the present population, will give us a fairly cor-, 
jreot idea of the highlander’s ancestry. John C.Campbell, • 
|in discussing this question, says: ’ j

j tOonjeotures have been many as to the ancestry of thq 
;Southern Highlanders* Some would make their progenitors j 
[Scottish chieftains, transplanted to the Highlands of the 
iSouth, unchanged, save that here they preferred the rifle’ 
Ito the broads^Tord, the-huntingknife to the dirk, the buck- 
'skin and homespun to the brighter hued tartan. Others I 
find in them the offspring of English redemtioners and I 
;indentured servants, swept beyond the mountain ridges by I 
the Bwollen tides of immigration flowing through the val­
leys and left to subside in the hollows and grow stagnant!. 
.In just resentment to this claim, other theories moA^ane 
[have been put forth, but often with such extravagance as 
to make thoseX not of ’illustrious Scotch-Irish descent” | 
[or’purest Anglo-Saxon lineage’ shrivel before the effulge_: 
[gence emanating from such stock.
I I have mentioned three reservoirs of population from <t 
^hlch the early Highland colonies drew. These were: Oen- 
rtral Pennnylvania; the section about Pittsburg; and th© 
Piedmont section of th© Carolinas, in all three of those 
'sections there was an admixture of English, Scotch
' ^i!
i J

; The Southern Highlander and His Homeland, p.50.



and Irish; also, German. As a whole, it seems that the I, - 
Scotch-Irish, or NtJihh Irish, as they are otherwise, call-t 
ed, were dominant, with the Germans a close second. It i 
is almost certain that in the Central Pennsylvania re-

the races 
og French

servoir the Scotch-Irish t&ok the lead; and it is still 
more certain tha they held the supremacy in the, second 
reservoir, about Pittsburg, While the same may be said 
in regard to the Piedmont reservoir 
was a greater admixture of 
There were a goodly number 
lish.

in this eection there 
than in the others. 
Huguenots and Eng-

The proper names found among the early settlers, and 
even to this day, are very significant in their bearing 
on the question of ancestry. Frederick Jackson Turner, 
writing of this western tide of immigration in "The Old 
West," says:

"Thus it happened that from about 1730 to 1760 a 
generation of** settlers poured along this mountain trough 
into the southern uplands, or Piedmont, creating a new | 
continous social and economic era, which out across the artificial colonial boundary lines, disarranged the reg-1; 
ular extension of local government from the coast west­
ward, and built up a new Pennsylvania in contrast with jj 
the old Quaker colonies, and a new South in-contrast with 
the tidewater South.

» ■?> 4? 41 4f 0 41 4> 4> 4> v- • |

"Among this moving mass, as it passed along the Valley 
into the Piedmont, in the middle of the eighteenth cent-1; 
ury, were Daniel Boone, John Seveir, James Robertson, and 
the ancestors of John C.Calhoun, Abraham Lincoln, Jeffer-r 
son Darris, Stonewall Jackson, James K.Polk, Sam Houston, 
and Davy Crockett; while the father of Andrew Jackson 
came to the Carolina Piedmont at the same time from the 
coast Recalling that Thomas Jefferson’s home was in » 
this frontier, at the edge of the Blue Ridge, we perceive 
■that these names represent the milltamt expansive move­
ment in American life. They foretell the settlement a- 
cross the Alleghenies in Kentucky and Tennessee; the Loui 
siana Purchase, and Lewis and Clark’s transcontinental 8 
exploration; the conquest of the Gulf Pliins in the War 
of 1812-15; the annexation of Texas; the acquisition of California and the Southwest, They represent, too, fronJ 
tier democracy in its two aspects personified in Andrew 
Jackson and Abraham Lincoln, It was a democracy respon­
sive to leadership, susceptible to waves of emotion, of
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la ’high religious voltage’-quick and direct in action." '"

Theodore Roosewelt, In the Winning of the West, oall4 
I the Presbyterian Irish(Scotch-Irish) the "Uanguard of thd 
i army of fighting settlers,, who with axe and rifl'e^ won J 
■ their waypfrom the Alleghepies to the Rio Grande and the 
Pacific."* He regards them as a mixed people, descended, 
[from Scotch ancestors, originally from both Highlands ■ 
[and Lowlands, from among Scotch Saxons and Scotch Celts, ' 
^with a few French Huguenots -among them and quite a num- [ 
■her of true old Milesian Irish extraction.
! IJr has been generally agreed that the Watauga set­
tlers were largely Scotch-Irish, though It is Interest- 

! ing to note the variety in their leaders. For instance, 
:James Robertson was of Scotch-Irish, John Seyelr was of 
French Huguenot and English, the Shelbife^ were Welsh,

I while William Bean is eS.id to have been bf English an­
cestry.

: During the latter part of the eighteenth century- and :
' the beginning of the nineteenth the English came into
! greater prominence. Immigrants coming from the lowlands , 
! and English sections of the South settled along the val- ■) leys and ridges of the Carolinas, Virginia, or Tennesseej 
i while' many moved on into Kentucky, which had become the 
!Eldorado of the immigrant.

There is a theory popular with a few faddists to the 
effect that the Southern Highlanders- are desoendendents 
of settlers transfor- alleged crime, and of in- ; 
dentured servants, Thlsnidea is not entertained for a 
moment by a fair-minded, thoughtful person who -takes the !trouble to acquaint himself. with facts. There is abso- 

[ lutelj? nothing to substantiate the theory. These early 
[pioneers were neither ignorant, vicious, not cowardly. i 
‘Of one hundred and thirteen of the Watauga settlers who t 
i signed a petition addressed to the State of North Carp- : 
I lina, asking permission to form a local government, only 
two were unable to write their own names, I regard this 
•as a splendid showing in a literacy test, even to-day, 
|i While the settlements, were-not free from the usual camp- 
follower, criminal, or adventurer, they were as, a whole 
orderly and free from crime. They were a vigorous, lib­
erty-loving, and courageous class of people who knew no 
ifear, eecept of God, of cowardice, or dishonesty, Dur- !ing the dark days of the Revolution, isolated from civil- 
iization, left to shift for themselves, living in widely

Frederick Jackson Turner: "The Old West." 
2
Theodore Roosevelt: "The Winning of the West," Volt

I,p.l34. ,
1*
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CHAPTER II.

THE HIGHLANDER OP TO-DAY

across the moxxntalns, is good evidence that 
a band of ignorant, vicious, and enervated

scattered communities, they held their own against the 
harassings of the British outposts and the Indian attacks”. 
The fact that a few hundred of them could ma^h for thire. 
ty hours through a downpour of rain, with^’^eet or sleep, J 
'drive an army of well trained British regtxlars from Klng»b 
Mountain, and then within less than a month defeat a | 
band oif^ndlans at Boyd's Creek|. Kentucky, more than threb 
^hundrea miles 
3they were not 
criminals.

! The question is sometimes raised whether the Highland^ 
ier of to-day is the same as that of pioneer days. In anaj 
jswer that the proverbial tribute of the orator that ”In | 
I the mountains of our fair Southland lives a people of 1 
ipurest Anglo-slxon bldod, upon whose cabin walls hang thet 
rifles with which their illustrous ancestors at Klng^s J 
Mountain turned the tide of the Revolution,n is literally^ 
true. Especially in the more Isolated sections the stock [ 
is practically as pure as when the settlements were made. 
iThis fact is borne ou by & careful study of family and | 
lohristian names, comparison of census figures, pension list 
jlists, traditions, etc. The topography of the land, whlcji 
I'has so deeply influanoed everv phase of the life,has ser-j 
fved to keep the stock pure, ^ne will find to-day many j 
Inhabitants of the valleys and ridges of upper East TennV 
esses/ who are descendents of the Shelbys, the Seveirs, H 
^the Campbells, etc. It has been only in recent years 
Lthat the population, thorugh the infiltration of a for- 3 
^eign element, has been in any measure mixed. This has j 
"come about mostly through the opening of coal mines, tim­
ber lands, and railroads This does not mean that the j 
stock is degenerate, or ’’run-out,” It was sufficiently 
diversified in the beginning to permit of a wide relation 
in marriage. Intermarriage of Bidod rel&tlon is almost . 
universally tabooed in the mountains, and while illicit 
relations are more or less common, this formyf of Immoral^ 
ity is frowned upon in Puritanic fashion, and the child | 
of questionable parentage, unfortunately for it, carries J 
always with it the stigma of its birth. If the mountain I 
'.people appear more immoral than people of more favored [ 
Hsections it is largely because of their lack of knowledge- ,in concealing their practises, I know communities with- ! 
fin a few miles of the cultured city of B- in comparison
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iwlth which any mountain community would be a near-Eden,

I If I have given an undue amount of space to the pre- 
‘liminary description of the Southern Highlander and his 
“homeland I think that the fault will be pardoned when 
I due recognition is given to the bearingv of these as- |f 
I pects upon his religious life. The mountaineer’s relig-i; 

: ion is largely a product of his ancestry, his history, j; 
■ and his environment. «

I CHAPTER III. ;i i
. DENOMIHATIONALISM IN THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS. J

The separation of Church and State in the colonies 
: along the South Atlantic Seaboard, which was practically 
accomplished by 1082, was a natural oomcomitant of the

I wider movement#for political freedom. The brunt of the j 
battle was borne by the Dissenters east of the mountains Ji 

i first by the ’Bn56hyte^i§t.n&^rand later by the Baptists, I 
! This freedom was realized only after much persecution 
’and not a little violence.I ''
I The question is often asked. Since the Sootoh-Irish,i 
j or Irish Presbyterians, were dominant in all the early ! 

;| mountain settlements, why are not the mountain people of I 
■; to-day dominantly 'Prosbyterlan in faith? Jhe mountain 

.J people are essentially Calvlnistic, not only by heritage 
it but also by temperament. Thfeir isolation and environment 
have aocentuatdd this faith. The Presbyterians were the 

' first on the field, and were the first to establish ed- 
’ ucational institutions-Llberty Hill In the Virginia Val- 
i ley, and Tusculum and Greenville Colleges in the Tenness-' 
I ee Valley. It was Samuel Doak, a Presbyterian minister, 
j who founded at Limestone, Washington County, Tennessee, i ! in 1785, Martin Academy, since 1795 known as Washington r 
‘ College. This Institution has been called "the first J 
i institution of olassical learning west of the Alleghenies 
. But there are two main reasons for the Presbyterians losjr 
; ing their prestige -in the Highlands, In the first place, 
they failed to supply a sufficient number of ministers 
to serve the people. Their strong emphasis was on aca- |

I demic training, and their tendency to place the ministers i' in the. towns and more densely populated sections left 
i the major part of the territory open to other religious 
f, bodies. It must be added that the manner of worship and
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th© polity found in eom© other religious society were mors
Th© Presbyterians 
They ar© to be found

to Bup?)ly th© Calvin,-;;
Presbyterisns, and to"

’ th© Baptists. , 
an educated min-*;

After th© Revolution 
factor, in brin^-

; Theodor© Roosevelt: Th© Winning of th© W©st,Vol,II,'; 
ipp.113-114, J

to th© liking of th© mountain©©rs, 
have about th© same status to-day, 
'mostly in th© urban centers.

1 The denomination which was able 
istic element characteristic of th© 
©ven to a mor© accentuated degree, and at th© same time 
furnish a large number of preachers, together with a type 
jof religious experience and ecclesiastical government 
‘mors in keeping with th© free and democratic life of th© 
^mountains, was th© Baptist society, j 
I th© Baptists, who had been so prominent a 
iing about a complete separation of Stat© and Church in 
:Virginia and the Carolinas, migrated in large numbers to 
ithe country west of the mountains. Th© scarcity of Pres­
byterian ministers offered an open field, and conditions 
i'were peculiarly favorable to the growth of '' 
tThe Baptists were as strongly opposed to c.. ----- ..1 _1._
jjistry as the I^esbyterians were in favor of it. They I 
were also opposed to a paid clergy. '

i Theodor© Roosevelt clearly’d^seaibes 
'th© Winning of th© West,

th© situation inj 
'th© Winning of the West, Here he writes: "By th© time >| 
''Kentucky was settled th© Baptists had begun to make head-*' 
I way on th© frontier, at th© expense of th© Presbyterians .| 
;The rough democracy of th© border welcomed a sect which 
;wae, itself essentially democratic. To many of th© back­
woodsmen's preJudices,-notably their sullen and narrow i 
hostility towards all rank, whether or not based on learrf- 
Ing, the Baptist’s creed appealed strongly. Where their 
preachers obtained a foothold, it was made a matter of | 
'reproach to th© Presbyterian^ clergymen that they had beeh 
educated early In life for the ministry as for a profes- j 
eion. The love of liberty, and the defiant assertion of | 
I©quality, so universal in th© backwoods, and so excellent 
iin themselves, sometimes took very warped and twisted 
iforms, notably when they betrayed th© backwoodsmen into 
Ith© belief that th© true democratic spirit forbad© any 
[exclusive and special trlanlng for th© professions that 
‘produce soldiers, statesmen, or ministers ll
j Also, A.H.Newman, In his History of th© Baptist Churon 
lies In the United States, describes th© Baptist prejudice | 
• against education and a paid clergy. He writes; "Th© ©arj- 
I'ly Baptists of Kentucky were as a rule throughly imbued 
jjwith prejudice against educated and salaried ministers. I 
;lTh© experience of early Virginia Baptists in being taxed i

sjl ,'J  --,L— ! 'J.'' ——J- -T-=- -=■=- =■ — r-.'. ' 7.j
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i for the support of irreligious and vicious clergymen, 
' whose only recommendation was that they had received a 
i university education, led them to look with suspicion I upon the highly educated, and to prefer a ministry from J 
; the ranks of a people earning a support by following sec^ 
' ular pursuits. These sentiments became Intensified in 
Kentucky, where for a long time educational facilities

. were almost wanting,"
I

But the very characteristics which were favorable to
I the early development of the Baptists in the Highlands, 
‘ as the settlements advanced economically and In learning, 
, proved weaknesses, and made room for a third denominatioi 
i which was to prove a close rival. The reasons advanced 
' by Howell, the Baptist historian, for the failure of the 
Baptist Ohuraii to hold its own in Virginia at a time [

; when the Mettjodists were flourishing, in the main hold 
good for the entire Highland region and for all periods:

l.They abfiorred proselyting, (t) and refused to em­ploy education as an auxiliary to denominational Advance^ 
t ment, Incxarred reproach of being enlmies to education.
! 2,Failed to perceive true relation between religion
and the use of money as a means of advancement. This was 
evident in their failure to use money for any other pur-

! pose than the support of the poor, and the building of
* meeting-houses, and to adequately support their pabtors.'

3. Rich and aristocratic converts boasted of the sac-' 
rifices they had made-saorifices of society, friendship,! 
and the refinements of sooial life.

4. Carelessness in defending the honor of the Church. 
It was charged that as a rule. Baptists were disreputa­
bly ignorant; that they refused to be enlightened; and

i that their ministers were generally rough fana^cs; that 
I they were penurious, narrow-minded, and withoiiE regard 
(■for the moral training of their children.
! 5 .Failure to plant churches in cfebiJS's as opposed to
' rural districts,
I 6,Mistaken as to the extent in which unassisted
! truth will take care of Itself.
! 7.Carelessness in regard to the qualifications of
I their ministers. Refused to demand any specific amount 
of literary and scientific culture,

8.Failed to supply people with suitable books for
!j their instruction.^
II The denomination which came in to supply the things
11 lacking in the Baptists was the Methodist Church, The

' 1 ■ iI A.H.Newman: History of the Baptist Church in the
I United States,pp.303-305. jI 11’ 2 S
! John C.Campbell:"The Growth of Denominationalism;"■'
, in. The Southern Highlander and His Home land, p. 160. !
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(revival at the beginning of the nineteenth century, which 
,stirred Presbyterians, Baptists, and’ Methodists alike, j 
■greatly accelerated the growth of Arminianlsm in the 
iHighlands. This Arminian faith was represented by the
Methodists, and was opposed to the Calvinism of the Pres4 
byterians and the Baptists. While as early as 1773 there 
iWere Methodists in Southwestern Virginia, the rapid growth 
of Methodism in the mountains did not begin until after J
;the Revolution. By 1776 there were many in Piedmont, 
'North Carolina, and it is estimated some years later that 
[there were in the Holston region about "sixty sheep scat-: 
itered over a large section of the country." Meetings i 
I wore held In private homes, with little organization or 
leadership,

‘ The Methodist movement was given great impetus when 
Francis Asbury, who was elected as general superintend- | 
ent in 1784 and given charge of American Methodism, es- L 
tablished the circuit system. This great itinerant of ■ 
early Method!^, in his swing around the circle, "from 

"Maine to Georgia, to Kentucky .and Ohio, and back to 
'.New York again," the man from Boston, New York, I 
!' Philadelphia, Baltimore, or almost any place you please, 1| 
I 1 touched the Highlands, and held meetings among the set4 
1 tiers, of whom he writes in his Journal: "I am of opinlod 
that it is as hard, or harder, for the people of the wesi

Ij to gain religion as any other. When I consider where | 
•I they came from, where they are, and how they are, and , 
J how they are called to go farther, their being laisettledi 
I’ with so many objects to take their attention, with the ' 
fl health and good air they enjoy, and when I reflect that I 
! not one in a hundred came here to get religion, but ra- , 
i ther to get plenty of good land, I think it will be, v;ell 
' if some or many do not eventually lose their soulp#" Mr.' 
I Campbell states," that from 1800 tp 1833 Bishop Asbury 
I made annual visits throughout the eastern part of the 
! United States, and as far west as Tennessee and Kentucky 
' According to the Journal of the Holston conference, how- 
I ever, these visits extended from 1788 to 1815. He is fl
' recorded as presiding over the "Sessions of the Metho- J 
i dist Episcopal Church In the Holston Country" during this 
■ period in Virginia, Kentucky, Ohio, and Tennessee.*^ Meth^ 
' odism as organized in the Holston Country has been va- j 
. rlously known as the Western Conference, the Tennessee j 
; Conference, and the Holston Conference. JI IIt may be said, almost withou* qualification, that I 

I. the Southern Highlander is a Protestant. Of the entire I 
; number„of_ jpeople in the Highlands in 1916 over one--bhlrd£

; Ezra Squler Tipple: Introduction to the Heart of |
1 Asbury*s Journal,p.9. |

Official Journal of the Holston Annual Conf.,1921.f
51 I



iJI " - . ... >----- ^■" •> iff >« a »« “**— “ I — —-> ?i■"■■■^ ■ »>
were recorded as members of some Ghuroh. Of this number 
more than ninety per cent, were Protestants. They are 
not only Protestants, but are Dissenters, and strongly j 
evangelical. The Catholiod and their near kinsmen, the . 
'Episcopalians and Lutherans, are found almost entirely ini 
‘the industrial and urban oentsrs. •

‘ The Baptists in their several divisions are 'still the' 
jleading denomination in the Highlands. Conditions have j 
’always been favorable to their growth. They naturally 
thrive on pioneer soil, and much of the mountain section 1 
is still pioneer in Ms customs and thinking. In many , 
of the most out-of-the way and backward sections the Bap-j| 
’tists have the field all to themselves. They still place" 
I little importance on an educated ministry, and no more jj 
on a paid ministry. The only qualifications necessary J 
.are evidence of a divine call, and ability to make a 
'fuss. The preacher is elected and ordained by the local 
'congregation and turned loose to find a "preaching place”, 
[whereiver hiB*^rethren see fit to call him. These oondl- 
kions, of course, are not true of the urban centers. nei-| 
ther are they confined to the isolated sections. I have { 
known prx^perous feusmer congregations, and even toollege"|* 
centers,^tolerate the grossest illiteracy in the pulpit. 
But as drule, the baptists also lead in the cities, where^ 
"they have prosperous .churches, and educated, able mlnis^eji*© 
ters. There is a certain democratic spirit about their ?

• worship and ecclesiastical polity, and a fervor and en- *, 
thusiasm about their ministers that have a remarkable ap-‘> 
’peal. One of their leading features is their insistence ;| 
"on baptism by immersion, and so well established are the } 
mountiineers in this faith that a large number of those 
'.who join the Methodist Church ask to be immersed. 'T

The larger number of the Baptists now in the High­
lands are known as Missionary or Regular Baptists, thougn 
'they are more generally spoken of simply as Baptists .Theyl 
are represented by the Northern, the Southern, and the j! 
,National(Colored) Conventions^ and are distinguished by ’ 
section or race rather than doctrine or polity. Besides .

,ithe main branches referred to, there are many smaller 
I groups, very little organized-Old School, Regular, Antl- 
“Missionary, Hardshell, Foot-Washing, etc. These are dis- 
'tinguished by degree rather than difference in doctrine, 
and in their attitude toward missions. II

' The Methodists, through their circuit system, have 
ibuilt up a large following in the Highlands. They have

I
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alary reported paid in 1921 was $1200,^, 
.4‘ T»<» wo wtf ooa Qo +Vi£i aoleiviTT •PoTTei !

The Methodists appeal to the Arminian element of fait: 
in the mountains, havjXlng at the same time sufficient 
spiritual fervor to satisfy the deeply emotional nature 
so oharacjreristio of the mountaineer. Where thia hasso characjrerlstio of the mountaineer. Where thia has 
been lacking the "Holiness" Methodists have come in to 
supply ijr. The Methodist ministers in the Highlands 
compare favorably tettotelllgenos and ability with those 
of other sections, though few of them, have seminary*or 
college training. They are mon of deep religious convicr 
tion/, wonderlhil sacrificing spirit, and large native 
ability. Through the Conference course of study, geh- | 
eral reading matter, and the recently established Sum- | 
mer Schools for Rural Pastors, they keep fairly well ( 
abreast of the times. The Holston Confleronoe, comprls- J 
Ing all of East Tennessee-exoept the "Copper Hill Basinwf 
-and the Southerwester part of Virginia, is a fair rep- g 
resentatilon of Methodism in the Highlands, Of the 848 I 
pastors serving this Conference there are 45 supplies, 
16 undergraduates-those who have hot completed the Con- ; 
ference Course of Study, but who are pursuing it-,and 
an estimated number of 7 who are seminary or college j 
men. The average si 
including house rent."^ In many cases the salary falls i 
far below this figure, the scale running all the way be-, 
tween §91 and §4800. A few of the lower salaries are ! 
materially supplemented By funds from the Board of Horae 
Missions. It is encouraging to note that during the 
period between 1917 and 1921 there was a total increase 
ifl salary paid pastors of 41.6 per cent. In 1921 the 
Holston ConBerence reported a membership of 42,873, a 
net gain over the previous year of 1328, It is to be li 
greatly regreted that 'only about 50 per cent, of report-'' 
ed converts unite themselves with the Methodist Church, 
A few join other denominations, but the larger number 
never relate themselves to any '^hurch. This is account­
ed far in a large degree by the prevelent evahgelistic 
methods. The annual revival is always expected, and it ‘ 
comes as regularly as the seasons themselves. Many sin-" 1*

#17 ?,
H—“V —r s, —V ts’ -s- a*

congregations, not only in the most out-lying sections, i 
but flourishing congregations in the cities as well, The^ 
two main branches of Methodism are the Southern Metho- j 
•dist, which is the leading one, and the ’’Northen Meth- J 
odist,w as the brethOa^^^f the sister Church call Ity- J 
and not imappropriately from the standpoint of territory^ 
As a rule these two branches of Methodism in the High- f 
lands are friendly, and co-operate in interprises of com­
mon interest.

1 IOfficial Journal of the Holston Annual Conference,j 
1921.
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ners, on th© high wav© of ©motionalism, "hit th© trail,” , 
but for th© 'lack o'f a constructive foSilow-up prgram of J 
conservation, there is a reaction which is positively 

h J,harmful. Many fall av^a-y to be reclaimed -th© next year, , 
?or to be lost* Th© revival is reported in th© next num- ;
her of th© Advocate with th© account that fimany were ; 

(’saved or reclaimed, "the Church greatly revived, a few ' ■!
.1 joined th© Church, with more to follow?’ As a rul©^ those;
who ar© "to follow" never follow the trail inta th© Church 
iand active Christian service, but follow the other way, 
"the way of th© wotld. Probably th© greatest need in. th©j 
i-Church in th© mountains to-day is a wholesome, construct-J 
!' iv© program of evangelism, supplemented toy a good social)!
|i program.

The three leading denominations in the mountains to- it 
[day are, 14 order of number. Baptists, Methodists, and t 
(Presbyterians, Thebtotal Church membership of th© High-> 
I lands is reported to b© divided as follows: Baptifets, * 
I .40, Methodist^,.512, Prasbyterians,.523. "
1 •
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I CHAPTER IV. ;
! THE RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDER. !------------------------------------------------

I Professor Campbell speaks truly when he says, ”lf I 
, any phase of mountain life calls for sympathetic under- i 
standing it is the spiritual phase. In comparison with 
which all other else is of minor importance.”^ This is ' 
true because this phase of the mountain life is so in- ‘ 
tricately interwoven with the whole of his llfe-hls '■ 

i‘ history, environment, economic and health conditions, 
; and his educatlon-that one cannot wholly understand his ' 
, religious life nor fully appreciate its expression un- I 
' less he has come to know the fehole of his lifa^/v^be j 
religious life and expression of the mountaln^as been ' 
greatly misrepresented. It might be fully ana briefly i 
described-by paying that it is of the pioneer type-free, 

.independent, informal, and individualistic. Religion 
. is ranely found in the van of progress, and where pio- ; 
, neer dlfe in general still persists we may expect to 
: find a pioneer type of religion.

4

I

4

the ”men-folks” occupying the right with the women on 
the left. There are many reasons for attending Church 
in the mountains aside from a religious interest, Jn 
fact, the religious appeal is oftentimes the least.

, 1
J.C.Campbell: The Southern Highlander and pis 

'• Homeland-p.l52.

i The Southern Higjlander is deeply and intensely re- 
. llgious; in-ino other part of our country will one *ffl:rid 
' so deep and^sincere interest in religion as in the i
Southerh Highlands, This may bo accounted for-mainly 
by the mountaineer’s ancestry, his isolation-which give 
opportunity for meditation,- and his narrow field of in-.

[ terests and few diStj^actions* The infidel is very rare,|i 
' and where he is- found he carries wi.th him a pe- ,,
’ culiar .stigma which’marks him as
ji intellect. No matter how wicked "a man may be he deeply 
./resents being regarded as an atheist. The line drawn 
between the “saint” and the sinner is very sharp. In

[ Church the Christian is supposed to sit well to the 
L front-usually in the "amen corner”- while the sinners 

' o^upy the rear of the room. For a believer to be seen 
in the rear of the Church with the sinners, is a sure 
sign that he has "back-slidden,” or to say the least, 
that he is out of his place. Usually in the out-lying .

i sections there is a separation of the sexes in the' ohurch, i tt A tt A « 4 X* A 4 4a’* «w4 4b X* X* a

eR$»‘*'and lacking in
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she is regarded as frivolous, unfaithful, and a flirt- f 
except it be in her humble home where they must do all ■

4

Of
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I

their ”oourtin’" in the presence of the entire family, j 
pr peroahnce in the kitchen. There is no other excuse ' 
to be out except to go to "meeting’J The young man ac- ! 
companies his ”glrl” to the door of the Meeting-House, i 
where he leaves feer to go in alone, while he drops back i 
into the yard to exchange jokes with his youthful friend 3 
or listen to his elders d'isouss the weather, crops, pol-j 
itios, or religion. If he doesn’t have the courage, as I 
sometimes he does, to slip in and find a seat by the side 
of his "girl” on the "women’s side” of the house, he 
joins her at th© door when the service has closed and es­
corts her home When th© preacher, who sometimes must 

:■ be his own singer, or some brother in the "amen corner" 
i starts a song the men cease their talking on th© outside, 
’ throw their oiid of "natr’l leaf" out of their mouth, 
i give a final expectoration, and file slowly and solemn- 
! ly into th© house. Th© grahnies and mitrons who have 
' been exchanging "receipts"(recipes) for legion ailments 
E or for cooking, suddenly break off their concersation, 
the girls restrain their laughter, with an occasional n ! affectionate glance to the other side of th© house. All | 

i is reverence. Everyone joins heartily in the singing 
' th© hymn, which is highly ecstatic and rythmic. The 
; singing is ended. There is no noise except possibly 
' the stifled sob of a babe whose mother is endeavoring

Th© strongest appeal is th© social. Th© Meeting-House 
is th© common rendesvous of all ages and both sexes. 
The women-decrepit grandmother, mature matron, and bux­
om maiden look forward to Sunday with great anticipa- , 
tion, when t^y shall have th© opportunity to see friends from whom th^havebeen parted for a whole month. They ' 
arrive at th© Churbh early, th© older women resting on ] 
the long hard benches(pews), having walked or driven, or; 
ridden "horse-back" for several miles, while th© girls 1 
chew gum, giggle and blush behind their fans, or per- i 
chance employ th© time before th© beginning of preaching! 
to go to th© spring for a drink. Most of th© gir&s, if I 
they ar© pretty, are' not old-fashioned, or have not I 
reached the splndtfenr age, which comes very early in the! 
mountains, haveaa”* beaij. If w© run the motive for ^hurch 
going on the part of th© average mountain girl to its 
hiding-place w© will find it to be social. She goes 
to "catch a beau." She is not to be blamed for that, 
and is non© the worse for it. Its the onl^ place ah© 1
has to meet h^ young man friend-sh© rarely has more 1
than one at a time, for if she even smiles at another 1



“to i^uiet It. Th© preacher is going to pray. He always 
kneels. For g. preacher to stand while praying is a sign 
of lack of piety and humility. And all the Christians 
must kneel, or at least appear very humble. Here again I 
the line of distinction between the Christian and the 
sinner is drawn very sharply. The sinner may sit erect i 
looking ahead7 "but the "professor" must not show such } 

I irreverence. It Is not that the Christian should be less; 
reverent, but that the sinner should be more reverent , 

I and thoughtfuli 
! Th© prayer is long and high-pitched. It is mad© up 
'largely of coined traditional phrases, though usually 
''accompanied with deep feeling. Th© pray©r ended, another j 
j hymn followed by a second prayer by a member of th© oon- 
Igregatlon, or perhaps b^j a visiting preacher, then th© s
sermon. The sermon,like the prayer, is long, and very J
dramatic. However illiterate the mountain preacher may J 
be, he knows human nature, has a dramatic power and a J 

’’combination o< endowments which command a respectful hean 
’■Ung. There Is in th© sermon little of th© love of God 
'and of positive Christian teaching, but much of ©ter- i 
nal punishment "where Jbhe worm dieth not and the fir© is i
i.not quBnohed?/ Th© preacher is Judged by his skill in 
depicting the future life and drawing th© oontrafits be- ■>

,I tween heaven and hell, and warning his hearers to strive 
■for the former place and shun the latter. The discourse ' 
which is delivered in a sing-song fashion, at times al-

, together unintelligible, sometimes 4n a natural tone^, 
‘ but at others rising to a scream, is largely interspsrs-
©d with death-bed scenes. Often there is weeping aloud, , 
and not infrequently the preacher is interrupted by 
shoutings. Th© writer was once^ declared to be "no 
preacher at all, as he can preach a whole sermon with- j 
uut shedding a tear," ’■

J When th© praoher has exhausted h±8 vocabulary or i
.his physical strength, if there is another minister t
■ present he is asked to "conclude the service." There
■ may be two or three others, and they must all be given
an opportunity to say something. After th© last speaker , 

[ has finfeihed a revival hymn is sung, during which all thq 
t Christians are urged to come to th© Altar for a -hand- | 
, shake," Thus the service is extended far into th© day, , 
{but th© people don’t mind it as it comes only once every’ 
month, and is a rar© treat. |

Th© mountaineer is a stickler for "th© pur© Gospel," •
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untainte'd with politioB, education, or social questions, j, 
All forms of amusment and recreation are taboo in many ; 
sections. One Sunday I saw an old man get up and stalk j 
down the aiile mumbling the words, "He’s a base ball plant­
er," when a visiting minister used a base ball game to 
illustrate.

P
The annual revival is a permanent. fixture in the pro-J 

’’ gram of the mountain Church, and is looked for with the ij 
: same regularity as Wodder-pullin’" or taolasses raakin’" ' 
time, and with much greater pleasure. It is sometimes 

j conducted by a "professional" evangelist, who goes t n 
' through the country at that particular season-usually thq 
B^all-holding revivals. Or it may be held by a neighbor­
ing pastoral or the zio.cal pastor, assisted by others. •' 
Oftentimeswwhen it has been "norated” around the country' 
that a revival is going to be started at a certain place 
on a certain date all the preachers within a radius of 
several mlieswho are not engaged come together for the 
meeting. An Invitation is unneoessayy. Every preacher 

’ is expected to have a share in the meeting, and they 
. take it "time-about" preaching. The writer was convert­
ed in such a meeting. As Ilrecall, there were six Bap­
tist preachers in this meeting, each one taking his turn 
preaching. I later learned that most of them were fak- ■ 
ers and wholly without character. These revivals are

- usually remarkably successful from the standpoint of the 
I' numbers converted and reclaimed, in spite of the dubious 
character of the "revivalist-." While, as a rule, there , 
is no constructive program, or plans for conserving the , 
good that has been accomplished, many of the new con-

' verts nstlck" or "hold-out," This is so. largely baoause .! 
‘ of the drastic and cataclysmic nature of the oonverilon.i
It is a public nep’^ntahcB and confession, and bacomes 'a 

P milestone in the life of the individual. H© may have 
■' not have thought himself through, but by the exercise of,! 
I his will he has made a momentous decision which is hard j 
( po get away from, !

i " The Hi^iander in his religious belief and express- , 
ion, is Protestant, puritanic, orthodox, and dogmatic. - 
Added to all these qualities is a deep emotionalism. i

, While he is noted for his hospitality, and the staanger | 
who is not regarded as suspicious is always welcome, he 

' closes his door in the face of the carrier of a staange ^5 
I religion. His isolation, provincial thinking, coupled ,, 
i with his stern ancestry,have tended to keep his relig- 
{ ion pure, I have seen my father, who is a kihd, hospi- 'j, 
C. . . . ------------- ----- - -------



#23

1

J uXlw X UIXX 03 X Vt**uc* VAX\/ A»xx\A«te V -fcSA*.***** ** X' ,

for his relation with his neighbor, it’ is in order that he 
may shun Hell and be sure of Heaven. And there is a wide-

t

8 . 
warm

In no other phase of mountain life is extreme individ- 
■ * * expressr
The Highlander is naturally ;

ualfcsm seen in such marked degree or in so varied 
lion as the' reljigious phase. '
land inevitably individualistic, but because of the very > 
^nature of religion and its important bearing upon life in 
•general, here-is where individualism finds its most mark-’ 
ed expression^ It is seen in the interpretation placed 
on the Scriptures, in the character of the sermon, 'the 
hymns, the general religious beliefs, and even in the ar 
‘chiteoture of the churches and the epitaphs seen on grave­
stones. As a rule, the Highlander is interested in the ' 
Bible only in so far as it reveals the plan of salvation,h 
.and a wholly individual salvation at that. In so far as 
!the Bnftptures reulate the individual’s personal conduct

table man, turn the Morman elder from his door, and If 
leaving any of his tracts,

as I review M ceremony committed to the flames, And 
ew his policy now, after many years of experienofe 

say that I believe he was wrong Our s Unitarian brethren have miscalculated the' mind of the ( 
plans for spraading their propaganda ' 

their policy on the idea, as i,stated, that the field where orthodoxy is most oonserva- 
the most fertile field for Unltarianism UniH- 

irianlsm will never gain a hold in the South-and in this ’ 
^^Shlander is not unlike his klns-

demands a religion which is at once 
•emotional, and orthodox.

''ly popular belief that even right conduct is not necessa-; 
ry to afeoure a passport into the heavenlies. For the be-J 
liefonce in^grace, always in Grace,” is prevalent,! 
If one nas ever been once genuinely "saved,** ho is saved 
.for all time; there Is no possibility of his being lost. 
^Of course this belief is not confined to the Southern 
Highlands, or to any highlands. The writer recalls onlyj 
recently that a person, a citizen of the cultured State 
of M- used the Parable of the Good Samaritan to substan- : 
tiate her argument on this belief. She pnoceeded to show 
that the fact that the Good- Samaritan left enough money

I with the inn-keeper to care for the,wounded man until he 
ishould return was symbolical of God s giving us sufflciet; 
'Grace on onir conversion to meet our spiritual needs for 
;the rest of life. The major part of the preaching is
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Fof the individualistic, emotional type, with much emphasis 
bn the uncertainty of life and the certainty of death and 1 
Ithe judgment. It,is calculated to bring about a state 
ibf feeling or excitement that will r'esult in repentance J a.nd conwersion. Whatever may, be said agianst the prevalJ 
ent type of religious belief and expression, underlying it 
^11 is a deep and immovable faith and sincerity. |
1 Much comment has been made on the ’’funeral preachings’! 
Customary in the Highlands, and for the mostJ 
tbut a proper understanding of the custom or the condition^ 
that make it necessary. I have reference to funeral ser-, 
vices that are conducted after-sometimes may years after- 
the dead hasebbeenihtiBrted. In the mountains, where the 
homos are scattered, and yet where everyone knows ©very- | 
one else, a death and funeral are attended with much sol-P 
emnlty and publicity. Preparation for b^ial is at- , 
tended to with slow and measured step and with 1
emnity. Instead of a hurried private affair inwwhioh the, 
deceased is hurriedly enshrouded and raced to the cemetry 
and left for the sexton to aare for, the friends and rel-J 
atlves racing away in their automobiles, as is the ©^se 
:in other sections of the country, death'and b^lal in the! 
mountains constitute somewhat of a social af^arr it is 
£n opportunity for the living to pay theit respect to the !

_ J. _ n+.afTA of a not tOO ’’dead,, at the same time, taking advantage of a not too 
frequant "to opportunity to meet with friends. All the 
neighbors are expected to turn out in respect for the de-i 
loeased and hear the funeral ser mon from the minister. 
But many times in the inpst isolated sections a minister 
is not available, or at any rate, the one desired. The . 
unfortunete Individual may have to be bur&a^dd without thej 
ministration of clergy, just as he fnay ^ve had to die 
without the attention of a physician, it is one of the 
Itragic phases of mountain life. Or maybe the funeral was 
postponed because some relative living at a distance Was 
unable to be present. At some future date-maybe many yeai-s 
after-the desired minister is secured, all the relatives ■ 
Sre notified, the occasion is announced and widely "^jra- 
ted.” and the funeral sermon is preached, it. is nothing j 
tore than a memoriial service to which we are all accustom­
ed but which imts somehh.w become a subject for much light 
Comment, 1 was once called to attend the funeral of a j 
i^oman which turned out to be a sort of double funeral 
After driving for many miles out onto the Cumberland ±^ia- 
Iteau, we stopped at a little bam-llke country phur-ch J 
ifeituated in the forest. When I was on the point of ©e- .
ginning the service I was informed that the deceased had

n
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CHAPTER V.
RELIGION AND MORALE.

for I had never 
an older minister 
had known the }

his side and prayed for hihm, explaining his prerogative 
by the words, "It ain’t TT,p.n’fl non! o-n
'■naked into the presence
I'
If Yet this too often lack of the ethical in the relig- 
,,ion ctffl the Highlander is largely balanced by his intense 
loyalty and sincerety that is so often lacking in the re- 
,1 iglous life of other sections, so that tn morality the 
.mountaineer compares favorably with those of more favor- 
led lands where there are education, culture, and abundant 
.police protection, ^he mountaineer is not religious for !: 
social reasons, nor he does not join the church from pol-
‘icy. His religion is not a sort of veneer, and to him 
the church is more than,a social club for the elite lb "
his a means of salvation. If he goes wrong it is not be- **

-jp-     - -  ' ■ , , , . . ■* - , . •   H- r =£3 =33 —iT-TT-r =-
had a baby to die several years prior to her own death, 
and it had been buried without religious aervives being 
held, and the husband would like to have me include the 
[baby’in my remarks. Fortunately for me, ’before faced such d situation, there was 
■presentya minister-physlcian-dentlst-who 
(family, and who came to my rescue.

j Because the Highlander’s religion is so highly emo- ■ 
tlonal and individualistic, because he so largely stBess-^ 
es right belief as the means of salvation, his religion J 
itoo often has little relation with ethics. It lacks much' 
'Of the- elemenl^of love, charity, and self-control. His is 
a stern religion which at the same times demands of^’hias- 
hebghbbr adquinsoence to his creed, and yet justifies him 
'in the commission of incredible crimes. Or the same pas- 
'sionate nature which makes the mountaineer so intensely 
religious somfetlmes vents itself in-uncontrollable wrath , 
■which in turn moves him to violence I have known of 
more than one murder being committed in such unguarde mo-^ 
iments, in religious controverseys. A man may shoot his ? 
lineighbor down and then kneel by his aide and pray for him’, 
unwilling that his soul should go into the presence of its 
Quaker unsaved, John C, Cambell relates how theleader of 
ia long-standing feud, on being refused whiskey by his ne 
'neighbor, fatally shot him, and then being unable to get 
'anyone else to pray for the dying man, himself knelt^by

right to let this man’s soul go 
of his Maker without prayer." I
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He has a fine sense of moral responsibility to i 
has a deep conviction that he will one day be cal|- 
the presence of the Judge of the nations, there 
strict and literal account of his wrong-doing.

pause he Intended to go wrong, or that he premediated . 
'evil. The same deep passion that makes him so intensely 
religious makes him also peculiarly susceptible to evil j' 
influences and makes him desperate in unguarded moments, i, 
If the mountaineer is at times immoral, he at least Is not 
unmoral. 
jod and 
ed into 
to give

The stories of the immorality, feuds, and general law­
lessness of the Highlands have been greatly multiplied t, 
and exaggerated. From questions asked and stories told 
one would believe that there is a constant guerilla war­
fare, a ’’moonshine”still in every ravine, and that de- 
igeneracy is the rule. While there have been many bloody'! 
feuds, they have never been general, and are rapidly dis-S 
‘appearing. Unquestionably there are many Illicit stills i 
hid away in the coves, the ravines, and oaves; and the !■ 
coming of prohi'^ition with few officers to hunt fchtnthe | 
moon-shiner, the business has greatly increased, A Dis- t 
triot Superintendent of the Methodist Church in the moun-j 
tains of East Tennessee partially explains the absence of! 
a pastor in a certain field by the fear of moon-shiners. ' 
He says, "We began the year with a scarcity of eight men,' 
but by dint of searching managed to find supplies for ev-» 
ery charge but one It is a rough and rugged charge inS 
ignore ways than one, and with but little prospect for sup-i 
l-port for theoone who might be willing to brave the hard- j; ships of the coalfields, and a country thickly infested' | 
"with moonshiners and boot-leggers... .The number of' them 
,.is getting to be legion, and instances there are where f 
'Pastor’s lives have been threatened. Your humble servant^ 
has had occasion to be wary of these lawbreakers. Once 
was he mistaken for a Revenue officer^, .once for a, boot­
-legger, and once was held up in the night time by the oc-'- 
’cupants of a Booze-wagon.’’^ |

Such a report as this would leave the impression thatj, 
lawlessness is rampant in the mountains, but the section 
,referBdd to Is in the very heart of the mountains, and 
''conditions here are far from typical. There Is no doubt 
Jbut that there are more illicit stills in the cellars of 
''the rich of the cities than there are hid away in the fast­ness of the mountains. If there appears to be more crime” 
land immorality in the mountains it is due largely to the | 
fact that lawlessness receives more publicity there, wherp 
everybody is known, and where attractions are few.

J
OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE HOLSTON ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

OF- THE ilETHODIST EPISCOPAL <3 HUR CH 1921.



CHAPTER VI.

' CONCLUSION..« I
' WHAT "OF~ THE^FUTURE? i

i What of th© future for religion and the Church in thej 
isouthern Highlands? Before we attempt to answer this ! 
’question let us ask another: Bas there been no progress ' 
'in the past, and is there no sign of progress at pres- 
’ent? ^t must be kept in mind that the conditions that 
is have been deoribed in this paper, and in every attempt 
tat description of lige in th© Highlands, ar© not typical 
' of the entire Highland section. There ar© many wide sec-i 
tions where life is much th© same as in any normal sec- J 
tion of America, It must be born© in mind that life in 

I th© Hlghlands^sris essentially pioneer life, that, shut in 
’by great mountain ranges, with few railroads, poor high- !’ 
ways, and inferior schools, this great territory has not « 
(kept pace with the rest of the country in the march of ■; 
I civilization. Problems are not diff,erent her© than ©Is©-, 
Where, except that they ar© mor© intense and extensftve. j 
In th© mountains w© have great ooi^rasts-th© log cabin | 
and th© modern residence, th© little one-room school and | 
the modern well-equipped consolidated school, th© ftlliter

I at© and th©, cultured side by side. Conditions in the 
mountains ar© by no means what they were fifty years ago J 
nor ©ven twenty years ago. There h^s been a gradual, j, 

1 though sure forward trend. The ami^dha&^bBHnaworking 
'more slowly in Highlands than In th© plains, and will so 
5 continue.

Th© religious life of th© Highlands will not move , 
'forward more rapidly than the economic and Intelleotml 
'life. There must be an advance all along th© line. Th© 
'railroad has been, and will continue to be a tremendous 
power as a modernizer. Wh©re'’%v©r it finds Its way it 
‘oarriBs with it new wealth, new opportunity for making 
'wealth, new intelligence, and new life. It serves as 
•a sort of artery through .whihh nev/ life is con^feyei into 
hthe neglected regions. But mere economic freedom is not i 
ti enough. TJi© Highlands must have a new and fresh vision jl 
''of Christ, a mor© wholesome method of Scriptural infeere- ii 
'pretatlon, and a new conception of religion.^ Professor 
I John P.Smith of Berea College, Kentucky, writing in th©
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I Naw York Times on The Causes of Pe^uds and Moonshining, 
I’Bays, of religious work and the churches in this conneotitc,!; 
, ion: ”The people are naturally inclined to be religious, !t 
' but I frankly admit that I see little hope for ijhliglous 
work in the churches of the ’other hlilf’ until a new type 
of preacher embodying the devotion of the old pioneer '

• preacher and the qualities of the modejn highly trained 
[leaders of men enters the pulpit.... "
! «

More progress would have been made in the reconstruet- 
'I ion of- life in the Highlands if those who have been re- J 
‘‘sponsible for the efforts at "uplift" had approached the! 
'I problem with a better understanding of the problem, a ! 
I more thorough knowledge of the field, and a more sympa- I 
i'thetto, yet less patronizing attitude toward those whom 
JI they sought to help. In earlier years a psychological 
wall was built up in many instances between the well­-meaning ph^wathroplst, educator, or missionary, and the i 
objects of/trS©±7^ zeal, ^he mountain people are peculiar-l 

' ly sensltlye,^ and they no more wish to be regarded as 
objects of missionary uplift than any of the rest of us. jl 
.The mountaineer is noted for his hospitality, and though { 
'he is distrustful of the stranger, yet when one has once 

I gained his confidence, he is easily influenced and will 
give himself to co-operation. Yet when the "foreigner,” 
who has shared his hospitality or gained his confidence, ‘‘ 
for the sole purpose of exploiting it, it becomes ex- ! 

fj ceedingly difficult to win back the ground that has been! 
qlost.
- The Highlander will never be extensively and perma- I 
' nently helped by external missionary zeal. It would be I 
;well if we could work under some other name. Professor I 
iSmith continues; "Only the strongest leaders who have I 
'had throrough training in rural sociology and economics | 
j should ever go out under church boards to become leaders 
'of the mountain people,„ And they should never call them-j 
I selves •missionaries,*-"® ’ The problem of the mountaineer i 
-will never be solved by the board secretary in his city | [Office, though he has his part in the^gB^^,cg^ nor by ■» 
; the man gazing forth from his Pullman or staying I
iover night in the mountain hotel. It can be solved only'! 
by trained leaders who know and understand the people { ■’with whom they intend to labor, and who are willing to | 

■■ go into the mountains with the determination to see the ; 
'thing through, to live with the people, be a part of 
•their life, go in and out among them, sit by their hum- 
!ble fireside and at their plain table, sharing their
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Umple meal, and leaving in the home something of the real' 
spirit of the Christ. It is no soft job, this redeeming • 
fef the Southern Highlands. The leader will become dis- , 
couraged and feel/ like quitting many times, when the mom- 
taineer fails to respond heart and soul to his ideas. The 
Highlander is extremely conservative. He will not be driys 
fend, and cannot always be led. Yet, when once he is won I 
fever to the side of progress he makes a- loyal partner, it 
will demand the best, the most able, the most consecrated 
[leaders to "carry on" in the Highlands. The^ultimate so- 
flution of the problem will come from the inside, as the 
lyouth of the mountains catch a gleam of the light from the 
ioutside world, and are willing to prepare themselves and J 
jgo back to their own people and serve them. Unfortunately, 
most of the young meh of the Highlands who have been traitl- 
i'ed for the Christian ministry, if they have not gone to 
.more prosperous fields, have accepted the better stations 
in the cities. They cannot be'^Yreatly blamed for this, 

’^or the rural field has never afforded a living for the 
man who is t'raified. The men who take* up the work will 
have to be supported by other means. Moreover an error : 
iithat is often committed is in expecting results that can I 
be tabxhlated within a sort tlifie.- The greatest good that 
will be done cannot be put down in gigures-, and it takes. _ 
time to work out a program. i


