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CH!PTER I 

REVIEW OF RESEABCH 

Numerous educational authorities have determined through surveys 

that t hrough the mastery of words, pupils with the greater knowledge 

of 110rd meaning and word recognition do the better school work. These 

studies seem to indicate that there is a close correlation between 

vocabulary control and academic success. 
I , 

1The ability of t he chi ld to read, to speak, to write and 
to think are inevitably conditioned by his vocabulary. 

This ahili ty naturally would be an asset carried on into the adult 

life of the child. The close relationship between word meaning and 

general achievement of elementary school pupils would recommend that 

their teachers place more emphasis on the teaching of vocabulary. 

Reading is so valuable that McKee has stated: 

2The ability to read intelligently is so important as an 
educational tool that the doors of much learning are closed 
and important educational opportunities are lost to the 
pupil who does not possess it. 

3He has further stated that reading is frequently considered the most 

important subject in the elementary school curriculum and that the 

1J. Conrad Seegars,WVocabulary Problems in the Blementary Schoolu 
Elementary English Review 16: 199-204; May 1934 

2paul McKee, Reading and Literature in the Elementary School. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1934 P• 37 

5-McKee. Op. Cit., P• 17 
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and those groups of letters which are the most useful clues in securing 

rapid recognition. It will provide him with a large amount of simple 

reading matter which contains words he must learn to recognize reail:ily 

and which offer a strong interest pull. Skillful application of phonetic 

analysis enables the reader to derive the pronunciation of many printed 

words the first time he encounters them. He then associates with the 

printed symbols the meaning or meaning& that he has previously associated 

with the sounds of the spoken words. 

To use phonetic analysis as an aid to word perception, the child 

must be able to identify the sounds that we use in our language and the 

symbols that represent these sounds. In turn, of course, he must learn 

to associate these sounds with the letter symbols which constitute the 

word forms of our printed language. 

lGray continues in the same vein: 

The reader who develops real independence in attacking 
new words must acquire skill in applying phonetics 
as well as structural analysis to new w::rd foras. In 
our language, a printed word is actually a recording 
of the series of sounds that we use in the spoken word. 
Phonetic analysis is primarily a process of associating 
appropriate symbols with the printed word forms. 

In his chapter on Causes of Disability 2Durrell listed the following 

six difi'icul ties which are related to word meaning and perception: 

failure to understand word meaning 
inadequate perception of printed words 
difficulties in quick recognition 
difficulties in word analysis 
inability to distinguish phonetic elements 
difficulties in phrase reading 

1William S. Gray, On Their Own in Reading. Scott, Foresman end Company, 
1948, PP• 88-89 

Zoonald D. Durell, Imtrovement of Basic Reading Abilities, New York: 
WOrld Book Company, 940, P• 289 
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If a practice in any skill is to function it must have practical 

application. The reader may learn the printed words with some degree of 

success but unless he understands what the words stand for, it is utterly 

impossible for him to read the words and achieve meaning. 

lGates who has made a number of elaborate investigations of reading 

ability says: 

Progress in word recognition is greatly influenced 
by clearness, fulness and vividness of the word 
meaning which comes to a ohild' s mind. A reading 
program deficient in the development of word meaning 
will increase the pupil 's difficulty in learning 
merely to recognize words at sight. 

He further states that a reading program to be effective should 

concern itself seriously with the problem of appraising the familiarity 

of the word concepts and of putting into effect a fruitful program of 

developing clear understanding of all words, which, although someWhat 

familiar, are essential to the total eontext. 

1Arthur L. Gates, ''Development of Vbrd Recognition", Teacher's Service 
Bulletin in Reading, No. 8, Volume 5, Macmillan Co. , Boston 
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CHAPTER II 

DESCRIPTION OF THE EXPERIMENTAL :MATERIAL 











Lesson s. Automobiles and Wild Birds 

traffic 
battery 
brake 
ford 
road 

lark 
stork 
bluebird 
dove 
cardinal 

Lesson 7 . Trees and Air Travel 

cherry 
plum 
nut 
coconut 
grove 
elm 

pilot 
prop 
flew 
propel l or 
balloon 
suitcase 

wheel 
starter 
spoke 
fender 
buick 

motor 
jack 
collision 
gas 

hunnningbird 
loon 
cuckoo 
nightingale 
pi geon 

log 
hickory 
beech 
r oot 
evergreen 
cedar 

plane 
airport 
airship 
flo'Wll 
aviator 
passenger 

fir 
r edwood 
chestnuts 
oak 
birch 
poplar 

Lesson 8. Cooking and Land Transportation 

tricycle 
auto 
streetcar 
taxi 
f ire engine 

baste 
season 
batch 
yeast 
spoonful 
\Yaffles 

heat 
grease 
grill 
f ry 
sprinkle 

sleigh 
carriage 
subway 
motorcycle 
scooter 

ambulance 
trolley 
cab 
van 
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24 
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Lesson 9. Dessert and Weapons 25 

jello brownie 
custard cookies 
pie syrup 
ice cream walnuts 
jelly cooky 

gun lance bomb 
pistol bullets spear 
air r ifle rifle cannon 
bow slingshot bayonnat 
tank arrow sword 

Lesson 10. Insects and Food 35 

grub cocoon bug 
flies mo s quitoes ant 
silkwonn insects spider 
gnat web tick 
cater pillar butterflies bee 
bumblebees cricket louse 

moth 

crust doughnuts dough 
cracker cocoa loaves 
biscuit pastry l oaf' 
pancake t oast bran 
tart crumb bun 

nut 

Lesson 11. Numbers and Tools 32 

first quarter 
twice f ifteenth 
nint h fourteenth 
fifth tenth 
sixth twelfth 
ni netieth 

kit file hatchet lever 
jack screw ax bolt 
bl ade plane nail plow 
shears spike brace rake 
spade flashlight bore machi nery 
drill 



Lesson 12. Wild Animals and About School 

classroom 
bench 
schoolhouse 
schoolboy 
library 

Lesson 13. 

hedgehog 
squirrel 
woodchuck 
mink 
wolves 
wildcat 

hare 
raccoon 
coon 
beaver 
otter 
skUnk 

schoolroom 
pupil 
principal 
te.acher 
janitor 

Geogr aphy and Church 

hilly 
cape 
meadow 
rill 
dell 
ditch 

shrine 
holy 
heaven 
angel 
pulpit 
organ 

earthquake 
crag 
peninsula 
desert 
lake 

pray 
priest 
saint 
preach 
bless 

Lesson 14. Workers and About Birds 

newsboy 
carpenter 
mailman 
dressmaker 
bookkeeper 
police 

plume 
hoot 
birdhouse 
wing 
beak 

teacher 
janitor 
baker 
conductor 
boxer 
t ailor 

feather 
claw 
bill 
nest 

26 

kindergarten 
gymnasium 
auditorium 
cafeteria 

22 

21 

20 



Lesson 15. Outer Clothing and About Music 

muff 
skirt 
armor 
blouse 
bonnet 

piper 
lullaby 
band 
jig 
orchestra 

stole 
mitt 
cloak 
overcoat 
mittens 
overalls 

chord 
scale 
choir 
waltz 

lmiform 
necktie 
smock 
gown 
glove 
sweater 

musical 
victrola 
instrument 
operetta 

scarf 
vest 
raincoat 
shirt 
pants 

Lesson 16. Kinds of Buildings and Verbs About Eating 

shed 
plantation 
theater 
crave 
greenhouse 

chew 
suck 
stuff 
ml.mch 
fry 

tent 
shelter 
apartment 
jail 
cabin 
fort 

grill 
lick 
sup 
crunch 
dine 

Lesson 17. Pets and Ways Ire Move 

bulldog 
kitty 
parrott 
pussy 
pup 
boxer 

l eap 
sprang 
scamper 
hop 
escape 
swum 

b. am 
coop 
hut 
shack 
igloo 
temple 

pussycat 
bunny 
puppy 
puss 
pony 
collie 

bow 
stalk 
swam 
dive 
dodge 
bustle 

serve 
share 
eaten 
grease 
dining 

lighthouse 
birdhouse 
tepee 
inn 
r anch 

21 

35 

36 

24 



Lesson 18 . 

goal 
position 
center 
sigh 
hurrah 

Hockey and Sounds People Make 

uniform 
shout 
period 
glove 

cough 
murmur 
snore 
ouch 
bawl 

Lesson 19. Meat and Verbs About Fann Work 

lamb 
ham 
sausage 
liver 
mutton 

churn dug repair 

beef 
steak 
pork 
chop 

hack harvest whittle 
split drove 
milked l oad 
operate lug 

Lesson 20. Bever ages and About Time 

pop 
wine 
cider 
tonic 
lemonade 
buttennilk 

everyday 
age 
ancient 
forever 
afterwards 
future 

shear 
herd 
hay 

punch 
chocolate 
soda 
tea 
coffee 

tardy 
century 
modern 
awhile 
daily 

haul 
tend 
labor 
rake 

scout 
rink 
score 
club 

22 

18 

28 

22 





Lesson 24. Musical Instruments and Vegetables 

potatoes 
corn 
carrot 
tomato 
squash 

xylophone 
harp 
drum 
violin 
tambourine 
bugle 

pepper 
cabbage 
spinach 
mushroom 
celery 

wand 
triangle 
fiddle 
organ 
guitar 

Lesson 25. Truck Far.m and Containers 

harvest soil sod 
furrow sow dirt 
barn well tractor 
windmill fertilizer barnyard 
sprout sod clod 
f armer 

paint box bucket dipper 
pan t ank dish 
letter box reap holder 
bottle kit box 
pot barrel drum 

bale tub 

Les son 26 . Public Buildings and About the Head 

mint libr ary 
jail lodge 
hospital aquarium 
inn gymnasium 
museum plait 
cafe prison 

throat dimple 
eyelash eyelid 
cheeks pilJI.ple 
freckles whiskers 
eyebrow curls 

beet 
onion 
cucumber 
turnips 
radish 

keg 
plow 
product 
dug 
sown 

sack 
mug 
pencil box 
drawer 
jug 

mustache 
forehead 
chin 
wig 
lip 

24 

26 

43 
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Lesson 27. Sea Travel and ADimal Sounds 

smokestack mast launch 
raft hull sailboat 
voyage f'url cargo 
packet spray steamboat 
captain stack vessel 
baggage mess steamer 

howl peep 
sniff' pant 
croak neigh 
woof' squeal 
purr 

Lesson 28. Position and Garden Plants 

nasturtium 
daffodil 
geranium 
peony 
tulips 
sweet peas 

near 
upper 
upside 
below 
fore 
onto 

poppy 
cosmos 
sugar cane 
pansies 
flower pot 

Lesson 29 . Farm Birds and Church 

pew 
chicken 
cock 
chick 
drake 
fowl 

steeple 
prayers 
pilgrims 
preacher 
wedding 
temple 

midst 
off' 
halfway 
underneath 
center 
beside 

shrub 
flax 
bush 
carnations 
rose 

comb 
goose 
nest 
coop 
geese 

blessing 
nun 
wed 
Bible 
bride 
friar 

paddle 
bleat 
bay 
aboard 
liner 
navy 

bray 
moo 
mew 
hiss 

greenhouse 
lilac 
pansy 
hyacinth 
holly 

25 

37 

33 

23 



Lesson 30 . About C lathing 

cuff 
tassle 
corduroy 
lint 
wardrobe 

milkman 
iceman 
tinker 
clerk 
fireman 
postman 

and Workers 

lining 
lace 
cotton 
linen 
frock 

banker 
servant 
officer 
beggar 
buyer 
dentist 

woolen 
garment 
style 
crease 
undress 

27 

26 
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CHAPTER III 

• 

PIAN OF EXPERIMENTAL PIDGRAM 







of either group . Form II of the Gates Reading Survey Test was given to 

both gr oups in order to measure any increase in the general reading 

ability of the pupils . The results of these tests will be found in the 

Chapter on Analysis which follows . 

' 
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CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS OF DATA 
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Table 1 shows the comparison of chronological ages for both the 

experimental and control groups . 

The mean age for the experimental group is 117. 60 months and for 

the control group is 115. 85 months with a mean difference of 1.75 months 

and a critical ratio of 2. 21 in favor of the experimental group which is 

slightly significant. 

Table 2. Comparison of Mental Ages 
Experimental and Control Groups 

No . Mean S. D. S. E. Diff. S. E. Diff. C. R. 
m 

Exper. 84 125.70 12 1.309 
.10 2.03 . 049 

Control 94 125.80 15 1 . 546 

Table 2 shows the comparison of mental ages of both the experimental 

and control groups. The mean age of the experimental group is 125.70 

and for the control group is 125. 80 with a mean difference of . 10 months 

and a critical ratio of . 049 which is not significant. 

Table 1 shows the experimental gr oup to be on the average slightly 

older but Table 2 shows them equal in mental ability. 



RESULTS OF IDRD PRONUNCIATION TEST 

Table 3. Initial Scores - Word Pronunciation Test 
Experimental and Control Groups 

No. Mean S. D. S. E. Diff . S. E. C. R. 
m Diff. 

Exper. 90 43.63 14 1.476 
11.63 2.76 4.21 Control 97 55.26 23 2.335 

Table 4. Final Scores - Word Pronunciation Test 
Experimental and Control Groups 

No. Mean S. D. S. E. Diff . S. E. C. R. 
m Diff. 

Exper. 90 60.83 15 1.581 
11.21 2.34 4.79 

Control 97 72.04 17 1.726 

Table 5. Wbrd Pronunciation Gains - Experimental Group 

No. Mean S. E. Diff. S. E. C. R. 
m Diff. 

Initial 90 43.63 1.476 
17.20 2.16 7.96 Final 90 60.83 1.581 

Table 6. Word Pronunciation Gains - Control Group 

No . Mean S. E. Diff. S. E. C. R. 
m Diff. 

Initial 97 55.26 2.335 
16.78 2.91 5.77 Final 97 72.04 1.726 

Table 7. Comparison of Word Pronunciation Gains 
Experimental and Control Groups 

No . Gain S. E. Diff. S. E. C. R. 
Diff. 

Exper . 90 17. 20 2.16 . 42 1.14 .352 
Control 97 16.78 2. 91 












































































