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Some liiuoigrarits or Descendants of Igaigraa^g

Ue^lected in American High School

History Textbooks

The Problem

American history, perhaps more than that of any other country,

has been considerably influenced by people of foreign birth or their immedi-

ate descendants. Obviously, then, these people should be recognized by the

historians of our country. That is, the history writers should include in

the history textbooks at least a representative list of immigrants or their

descendants and their accomplishments. From even a general knowledge of the

ways in which racial, religious and other prejudices warp human thinking,

it is easy to assume that some of our history writers must have been in-

fluenced by them and that, as a result, some of the peoples who live in our

country have been slighted. The. opposite viewpoint would be that our his-

torians are true historians and live up to the high ideals of their profes-

sion, allowing nothing to prejudice their minds against the true facts of

life. I propose, therefore, to determine whether or not there are foreign

born Americans or descendants or immigrants who have made definite contri-

butions to American civilization but who, because of racial or religious

prejudices, or other reasons, have not received recognition in American

high school history texts.

\
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The Significance of the Problem

The Goal of History Writing

If it is true that immigrants and descendants of immigrants are

being neglected in United States history textbooks, it is very obvious that

our historians are failing in their duty, not only to their country, bat

their profession. If they are to be historians, it implies that they

should write history. Yshat is history? It is the recording of past events

truthfully, without exaggeration, without bias. As Cervantes said, " ....

it is the business and duty of historians to be exact, truthful, and wholly

free from passion, and neither interest not fear, hatred nor love, should

make them swerve from the path of truth, whose mother is history, rival of

time, storehouse of deeds, witness for the past, example and counsel for the

present, and warning for the future." Surely, the historians cannot

agree that the omittance of certain people from our history textbooks with-

out any acknowledgment is in keeping with the ideals here quoted.

Hot only is it a question of putting forth what is true, it is

also a moral obligation to the peoples within our borders, fte are not all

of one race; we are not all of one religion; but we are all of one country

—

a fact which should not be overlooked and which should weight more than our

racial and religious prejudices. Regardless of whether one is a Jew or a

Greek, a German or a Freachman, he who makes worthwhile contributions to our

civilization has the right to be recognized in our history textbooks.

1. Don Quoite, as quoted by B. L. Pierce, Public Opinion, p. 1?5.
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The factor of Immigration in Our History

Immigrants have been coming to this country since the time of its

discovery, coming in varying numbers and from all parts of the old world

each year. And they are still coming."'" Each succeeding group has left

its influence on America and her civilization, not just because of the cul-

ture and the customs which they bring with them, but also because they have

produced outstanding men and women who have played an important part in

shaping our country's destinies.

It is the popular belief that immigration began since the forma-

tion of our government in 1789. Such, however, is not true. All the

people coming to this country before that date, who came from countries that

had no colonies here, were, properly speaking, immigrants. A large percent-

age of our population at the t,.me of the Revolution was made up of this

p
class of people. In the early history of New York, there were eight

leading men of as many nationalities: Schuyler, Dutch; Herekimer, German;

John Jay, French; Livingstone, Scotch; Clinton, Irish; .^orris, Welch;

Baron Steuben, Prussian; and Hoffman, Swedish. Eighteen signers of the

Declaration of Independence were of non-Snglish stock, eight being born

5
outside of the colonies. This is just an illustration of what was common

in all of the colonies although especially true of the northern ones which

attracted more foreigners because of their numerous business enterprises.

It does show the important part which immigration played in cur early

history.

1. While there are new arrivals each year, the total number of emoigrants
now exceeds the total number of immigrants.

2. An analysis of the census of 1790 maae by the Census^Bureau. 1909. shows
tne following percentage of nationalities: Eng. ,8? . 5,t;^cotcn,6 .7 . ; _

German. S.G^Dutch^.^ ;Irish,1.63;French,0.5/$;Hebrew,less than, .1 of l.v;
all others .1 of 1%. (Ford,N. G. , Scotch-Irish in America, p. 219.)

3. Schlesinger, New Viewpoints of American History, p. 7-8.
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Concerning immigration en iaasse, the following quotation shows the

role it has played: BI would classify immigration as the greatest of all

contributions of America to civilization you are a nation in some

respects of a unique type Every other nation is, or was, composed of

a race or of separate races, speaking each its own language; you are a

nation formed by the fusion of races of different languages, brought by

superior inducements, to speak only the hereditary language of the country.

In other words, you are a nation formed of nations by their own free will.

Here lies all the difference; you are formed by free immigration, not by

conquest." Not only have individual immigrants had an influence, but

the factor of immigration as a whole has left a profound impression.

This "profound impression" which immigration has made upon our

history is in itself a worthy topic of study, and I do not propose to go

into it very deeply. The immigration of the various peoples and national!-

ties who have come to this country is producing a race which is unique for

its tremendous activity and advancement. The immigrants are constantly

inter-marrying and in time will, probably, produce a type of person dis-

tinguishable from other nationalities. Be that as it may, this fusion of

the races is, perhaps, the cause of much of the progress in our country.

New blood, new energy, which finds its outlet in producing a new civili-

zation!

It is also true that immigration populated our nation. Cur

colonial population, that which came from the mother countries, was not

as large, and did not have as great an effect, as the one hundred percent

Americans try to make out. Wave after wave of immigrants swept into this

1. Nabuco, Joaquim, "The Share of American Civilization" American History
Review 15:54-56, Ocy. 1909.
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country and settled in the large factory centers or on the great farming

sections of the West. These people entered into every phase of life, every

kind of trade and profession. It is to these people that we ov/e much of

our material advancement.

Our immigrants have produced more than just material values.

Theirs also have been things of the spirit. They have brought to a country

which had no heritage the culture of the ages. They brought their music,

their art, their literature, and it has all made its impression on the

American fine arts.

Not only have they brought and reproduced their culture, they

have also produced men of fine character men who have risen through great

difficulties to places of leaderships and trust men who are held up as

models to the coming generations men who are imbued with the spirit of

right and the love of this country the United otates. it is for these

spiritual values that we prize them most highly.

Our Obligation to these Immigrants, their

Descendants, and to our future Citizens

It seems to me, then, that we have two obligations. Our first

is to these immigrants and their descendants who have done so much for our

country. Out of our gratitude to them, we should at least be willing to

give them due credit for what they have dons. And one way of doing this

would be to place their names, along with what they have done, in our

history texts so that the future generations may be inspired to similar

feats of greatness. At once it is evident that that they cannot all be





6

_
included. A few of the greatest would be sufficient to show that such

people have lived and have accomplished great things.

The second obligations is to our future citizens, the boys and

girls who are in our schools today or who will be there tonorrow. Vie

owe it to them to produce a true picture of the development of our country.

We owe it to them to try by all possible means to show the people of this

country in their true light as fellow-citizens, not as peoples of

different nationalities. One of the ways in which this can be accomplished

is the presentment to them of the lives of some of the great immigrants or

their descendants who have made worthwhile contributions to American

civilization.

At a time when internationalism is being stressed and when all

nations are being drawn closer together, it is important to recognize the

many nationalities in our country. It will help us to realize that

these countries can produce great people; it will, perhaps, lead us to have

a more tolerant attitude and a greater willingness to work wit,h them.

The Scope of this Paper

When beginning the main part of this paper, (i.e., the setting

forth of a list of important immigrants or their descendants) I found a

long list of names from which to choose. There have been many immigrants

of distinction.

In order to make a better choice, I wrote to the various con-

sulates in Boston to ascertain who, in their opinion, were the best repre-

sentatives of their nationalities for me to use. They were all very
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courteous and, in most cases, supplied names or references to the histories

of their nationalities in this country. Several of the cultural and his-

torical societies also proved to be of great assistance.

With this as a foundation, I began a survey of the histories of

the various nationalities in this country. I attempted to pick cut those

characters who were stressed most and paid particular attention to their

accomplishments. From these I selected the list which follows. I do not

I

propose it as final; it is representative. And in so being it accomplishes

the purpose of this paper, namely, to set forth a group of immigrants or

their descendants who have made important contributions to American civiliza-

tion but who have not been recognized because of racial, religious or per-

sonal prejudices, nationalistic or patriotic sentiment, or social or vested

interests.

The remainder of the paper deals (l) with the findings of previous

research in this field; (2) with a survey of high school history textbooks

to detarmins if any of the characters whom I have chosen were mentioned;

(3) with the factors which influence textbook writing, and (4) with the

general conclusions.
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A Selected List, fiepresentative of

Those People uho Should Be Included in

Our History Textbooks
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...ichasl ^S&SSSM 16Z7-1906

^ichael iinagnos was born and brought up in Greece. He completed

a university education, preparing for journalistic work. £arly in his

youth, he became connected with the Greek struggle for freedom and was

especially active in the Cretan revolts. Vvhen Doctor Samuel Gridley Howe

went to Athens to carry relief to Cretans refugees, Michael Anagnos acted

as his secretary. Later, he accompanied Doctor Howe to America. His I

primary purpose in coming to this country was to build up Cretan support

among the Greeks in America.

Because of his knowledge of Greek and Latin and his experience,

gained through association with Doctor Howe, of working v.ith the blind,

uiichael Anagnos was asked to teach those subjects to a few blind students.

Successful in this work, he was appointed in 1870 to a per.uaneat position at

the Perkins Institution for the Blind, Boston, Massachusetts . He specialized

at first in working with the blind-deaf, sponsoring the articulating -nethod

of talking in place of the sign language. He improved the printing plant

at the Institution and increased the fund for printing books. His special

interest became primary education for the blind. Between 1880-1300, he was

active in establishing and endowing a kindergarten school for those children

too young to enter established schools.

His other outstanding activity was his work among the Greeks in

America. He urged them to keep in touch with their home land and, at the
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same time, adopt the best in American life. As was said of hiin at his

death: "He was the man who taught the Greeks of America to learn and

adopt everything that is good in America character, the only man whom

all the Greeks revered and implicitly obeyed, the man who did good for

the sake of the good the man who expected every Ureek to do his auty

toward his adopted country America."'*'

1. Beard, A. E. S., Our Foreign Born Citizens, as quoted from the Boston
evening Herald, July 16, 1906.
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J uriah Philip BeiQ.1a.flin 1611-1884

Judah Philip Benjamin, a descendant of Spanish and English Jews,

born in the Vvest Indies in 1811, came to Savannah, Georgia, vrhen a young

boy. His early education was provided for, and he managed to st idy a year

at Yale until the poor financial condition of his family caused him to

leave.

In 1826, he went to Mew Orleans where he worked days and at night

studied law, French and Spanish. In four years, he was admitted to the most

aristocratic bar in the South. A brilliant mind, well cultured, fine

mannered, he soon took his place as a leader. Louisiana honored him with

a seat in the lagislature and, in 1852, sent him to the Senate. As its

first Jewish member, he was despised and sneered at, but only for a short

time, for he soon became the leading advisor of the Southern Cause and was

welcomed among the elect. After Lincoln's election, he took a firm stand

with the Secessionists, not because he believed in slavery, but because of

his deep love for the South to which he owed all.

He became Jefferson Davis 1 right-hand man. He served on the

Confederate Cabinet as Attorney-General, Secretary of fiar and Secretary of

State. As Secretary of Vsar, he waa severely criticized for many of the

Confederate defeats and, although not to be blamed for them, h9 re.oained

silent and carried on his work for the cause he loved. At the cios9 of

the war, realizing that his future in this country was ruined, he escaped
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to England, the only country offering possibilities of advancement. He was

admitted to the British Bar and became one of the great lawyers of England.

His private life was unfortunate since his wife left him shortly

after their marriage. He kept in contact with her, however, probably be-

cause of their daughter, and joined hsr in France the last few years of his

life. Losing several fortunes by trusting unfaithful friends and through

the war, he succeeded in re-establishing himself after each reversal. He

showed himself a man of great ability, strong determination, steadfast

loyalty, and high righteous ideals. His great work for, and deep love of,

the South should place him high among her heroes and among the honored men

of our country.

Note: These facts were taken from "The Gallant Rebel" by G«or** Croe l

Collier's, Oct. 22, 1952 ~ V 9
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Sdv/ard Bok 18f33-1930

When a boy of seven, £dwaru Bok caue to America from the Nether-

lands. He had been born at Helder, Holland on October 9, 186?. Until

thirteen, h3 attended the Brooklyn public schools, helped his invalid mother

with her housework, and wcrKsd afternoons. *fter working with the Viestern

Union Telegraph Comx->any as office boy, he secured a position with a well-

known publishing company. He then decided to enter the journalistic pro-

fession and bought a small newspapar in Brooklyn. Success in this enter-

prise led, in 1686, to the establishment of the Bok Syndicate Press, rroa

1889-1919, he was editor of The Ladies Home Journal. He showed an eagerness

for work, an unusual originality, and a knack for .meeting people.

The keynote of idward Bok's career .aay be summed up in the message

of his grandmother: "wiake the world more beautiful and better because you

have been in it." This was, indeed, the purpose of the Bok family for

several generations. Sdward Bok fulfilled this laudable ambition to the

best of his ability. In every phase of his journalistic work, he was striv-

ing to improve the living conditions of the people of America. Cne way in

which he accomplished this was through the department of health, architectur

and personal relations in the Ladies Home Journal, which y.-ere inovatioas in

magazine literature. After the World Viar, he became very active in efforts

to secure vrorld peace. In 1923, he created the American Pe^ce Award which

1
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provided one hundred thousand dollars for the best practical plan by %hlch

the Uniteu States .aight co-operate v/ith other nations to achieve and pre-

serve the peace of the world.
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Andrew Carnggig 1655-1919

In 1835, in a small town in Scotland, Andrew Carnegie was brought

into the world. There he reiaained until his thirteenth birthday when

economic circumstances forced his father to move to America. His new home

was in the cotton iuanufactaring district of Pennsylvania.

His boyhood and early manhood is a long story of hard work and

struggles against privation. ^obbin-boy, engineer's assistant, messenger

boy, telegraph operator, and, finally aivisional superintendent of the

Pennsylvania Railroad, were the early positions he held. He reached one

of the highest positions in railroading and, during the Civil V.ar, was in

charge of all the railroads for the government. ^loney which he had saved

during this time had been wisely invested and was paying large dividends.

After the Civil War, Carnegie and several others formed a steel

manufacturing company. He was one of the first men in America to realize

the great possibilities in steel and its manufacture. Soon he becane head

of several large steel manufacturing companies owning their own mines and

railroads. Carnegie had established relations with the Amalgamated Associa-

tions (a combination of labor unions) and had prevented any serious labor

troubles until 1887. in the late eighties, there was a general movement of

class consciousness, and a series of disorders broke out in the industrial

centers. Carnegie recognized the rights of workmen. Ha was a believer
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in the settling of disputes through nan-violent methods, preferring to shut

dov/n the plant until the men returned rather than to try to force in ouv 5r: .

Vihile he was absent in Europe, two strikes occurred which were not settled

without violence, largely because of the methods used by the .ien he had left

in charge of the corporation. The ;aost important, and the most violent, *a.s

the Homestead Strike of 1892, which ended in the breaking of the Amalgamated

Association and the employment of non-union men only.'''

Carnegie was still in good health and capable of much work when he

retired to enjoy his money and pay back to the world some of the things he

felt he ov.ed it. It is estimated that he gave over sixty .nillions of

dollars to found libraries all over the country. He also gave over three

hundred and fifty millions of dollars to various educational institutions.

That, added to his large philanthropic work, was the way in which he paid

back his aebt to America.

1. Hendrick, Burton J., The Life of Andrew Carnegie.




















































































































































































































































