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CHAPTIR I 

INTRODUC!IOJI 

~ city has a tremendous responsibility to its youth and an adequate 

recreation program can assist material~ in building stronger, happier, and 

better citizens of the future. 

Pla7grounde and pla7 fielda are important physical facilities whose 

provisions have a direct bearing on the welfare of our young people and 

their later roles as citizens of the community. "Recreation facilities are 

nov general~ recognized as needed segments 1n every modern residential 

neighborhood comparable in importance with the street aystem, the water 
1 

supply, the sever system, and public schoola.• 

This study will be conducted 1n order to gain a more comprehensive 

picture of municipal recreation in the City of Providence. Its purpose ia 

to show the amount of growth over the last nine years by means of the 

llational Recreation Aseociation 1 Schedule for Appraisal of Community Recrea-

tion", in the following areas1 

I. LRnd and Water Areas 

II. Buildings and Indoor Facilities 

III. Leadership and Personnel 

1The City Plan Commission of Providence, R. I., Jan. 1953, P•P• iii 
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~ 2 
IV. Program Service 

V. Participation and Use 

VI. Current lkpenditures 

VII. Administration 

Based on these findings recommendations are to be made. 

Justification 2!. U!!_ Stusll 

The importance of recreation in the United States to~ is due to a 

number of factors, chief of which is the great increase in leisure time. 

Never before in the history of ths world has there been a period in which 

leisure has been so widespread. 

It was only a generation ago that recreational activities were little 

emphasised and frowned upon as a waste of time and energ. 

The lack of adequate recreation space in city neighborhoods greatly 

concerns all who are interested in development of opportunities for better 

living in American citiee. People have come to appreciate the importance 

of recreation in their daily lives and are demanding more adeqaate neighbor~ 

hood recreation facilities and services ••••••• Sound econo~ and wise social 

planning demand that adequate recreation opportunities be provided in large­

scale housing and neighborhood redevelopment proJects ••••• 1 

•The survival of a community in the competitive struggle for popula-

t1on, businen and industry depends largely on the kinds of recreation it 
2 

provides.• 

!National Recreation Association, Standards for Nei£hborhood Becrea­
tion Areas and Facilities, New York, 1944, p.p. 2 

2Joseph Pendergast, Executive Director, N.R.A., Evening Bulletin, 
~ Providence, R. I., November 1, 1955. 
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1 
•Working time is becoming secondary to leisure time.• 

3 

Meyer !l.lld :Brightbill have brought out that the Community is the focal 

point of organized recreation. The first paramount responsibility for 

recreation rests in the local community. It is here that recreation under 

government, voluntary, industrial, or co!BIIIercial auspices takes its roots. 

It is in the town, city, and country that organized recreation ie most 

closely associated with the people. The emphasis is on the community 

generosity and initiative, community planning, organization and community 

2 
action. 

The growing importance of recreation as a municipal function has made 

apparent the need for standards for municipal recreation facilities, 

activities, and services. - - - - an annual appraisal has been suggested 

as a desirable proJect for the recreation department. The chief value in 

this appraisal form lies in its usefUlness to cities as a self-rating 

device- - - -. 3 

.! :Brief HistorY . .£! Recreation J! ~ City .2! Providence 

In 1895 a Joint Committee of the Union for Practical Progress and 

the Providence Free Kindergarten Association forwarded a petition to the 

City Council proposing an ordinance granting the use of school property 

for l!lllllller plqgrounds. Thia was the first recorded interest by a.ey group 

of private citizens in making known the immedia.te needs of recreation for 

children. 

!Pendergast, op. cit., P•P• 8 

2Meyer-llrightbill, CommunitY Recreation, D.C. Heath and Co., :Boston, 
1948, P•P• vii 

3Kational Recreation Association, Schedule for the Appraisal of 
Community Recreation, N.R.A., New York 11, New York, P•P• 2 



In the 1900 1s trips were arranged and eponsored by public spirited 

citizens to HUnts Mille, ~hie type of recreation meant the basic needs 

of that period. 

~he ~OIIID!On Council, ln 1906, passed a resolution appropriating the 

sum of $3,000 for playground purposes, .$2,500 for salaries and $500 for 

supplies, ~hie was the first money appropriated by the city for the express 

purpose of recreation. 

In 1911 the state legislature authorized the City of Providence •to 

establish public playgrounds and to hire not exceeding the sum of $150,000 
1 

for playground purpoeea.• 

A commission to provide management of public recreation facilities was 

established in 1912. ~is commission later gave way for a Board of Recrea-

tion in 1913. ~ Board of Recreation functioned and administered to the 

recreational needs of the City of Providence until 1941 when the new City 

Charter became effective, In this City Charter it stated that •the Board 

of Park Commissioners shall have and exercise all powers and duties now 

2 
verted in the Board of Recreation which said is hereby abolished •••• • 

In 1946 ~or Dennis J. Roberta sougnt and received the cooperation, 

advice and assistance of a group of civic-minded people in forming a group 

known as the Recreational Advisory Co1111ittee, It was this group that laid 

the ground work for the enactment of Chapter 1856 of Public Laws of 1947 

and Chapter 1621 of Ordinances of the City of Providence, 1947. This legis~ 

lation gava recreation in Providence a departmental statue. 

ln. llverett Whelan, Provid8ace City Government Pocket Manual, 1951-
1952, City Clerk, P•P• 86 

2 
Whelan, op. cit., P•P• 86 



The following is a brief excerpt of Chapter fl856: 

SlilCTIOI!I I - There shall be in the City of Providence 
a department of recreation. The City Council of the 
City of Providence ~. from time to time, appropriate 
such slllla of monq aa may be necesaary to operate said 
department and to establish and maintain comprehensive 
and adequate recreational programs. The head of the 
department of recreation shall be a director of recrea­
tion who shall be appointed by the ~or for a term of 
five years. On the first Monday in January, 1947, or 
as soon thereafter, the ~or shall appoint said 
director for said ter.. 

By the passage of this permissive legislature the Providence Recrea-

tion Department came into existence with provisions for a director and 

service program. 

A brief description of the events following the creation of the 

Advisory Committee and the passage of the above legislature follow in 

chronological order: 

1946 - A bond issue of $l,oop,ooo 

Contracts were awarded for construction of two large 
swimming pool e. 

The first year-round municipal recreation center opened. 

5 

1947 - School facilities were used in twelve eections of the city. 

1948 - The second year-round center was opened. 

1949 - Two gymnasium-swimming pool combination buildings were 
opened. 

1950 - Bond issue for '$1,000,000 was passed. 

1951 - A fifth year-round center was acquired. 

- Attendance in all recreational activities passed the 
1,000,000 mark. This number does not include spectators. 

1953 - Golden Age Center dedicated. 

1955 - Plans for new gymnasium-swimming pool were started. 
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!hie stuc!T will evaluate the recreational resources of the City of 

Providence, including land Blld water areas, building facilities, leader­

ship perao1111el, program service, participation and use, current expenditures 

and several administrative factors involved in the operation of a public 

recreation system. !he aim is to appraise the major categories and compare 

the reaults with nationally accepted standards. In this manner it will be 

possible to determine the weaknesses and deficiencies, if uy, that exist. 
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CHAP!D II 

BlllTIEW Ol!' LITERATURE 

The literature in the field of recreation covers mBDT forms, 

philosophies, administration, akilla and progrllllle. In this review ma:o;r 

of these views will be pursued. 

A definition of recreation set forth by Hutchinson seems to meet all 

points of view and will serve as a guide throughout this appraisal. 

1Recreation is a worthwhile, socially accepted leisure experience that 

provides immediate and inherent satisfactions to the individual who 

voluntarily participatee in an activity•. 
1 . . 

M97er and Brightbill point out that, 

1 Since recreation contribute• to the general well-being of the 
people, it is an inescapable responsibility of government at all 
levels. • • • .Local government. • , .faces the problem of how best 
to administer public recreation •••• overall objectives for 
community recreation: 

1. to manage and control recreation areas and facilities 
of all types. 

2. to acquire, establish, maintain, and operate such 
centers within, and sometimes b97ond, municipal 
boundaries. 

3, to organize and supervise activities and services. 
4. to promote public recreation in the broadest aspects. 

2 5. to administer public funds in the operation of the system.• 

lBUtchinson, John L., Principles of Recreation, A. s. Barnes ~d 
Compan7, New York, 1949, P•P• 79 

2 
Meyer and Brightbill, P•P• 108 



1 Today, organized recreation on a municipal level exists in most 

areas throughout the United States because of the liberal concern many 

1 
community leaders have for the ha~piness and well-being of citizens.• 

JTankl's statement concerning leisure time is quite interesting. 

"the most complex problem that the machine has hurled at the twentieth 

centur,v civilization is that of finding an aesthetic solution for our 

2 
lel.ure." 

8 

. . 

1 It is not by accident that chaabera of commerce and other industrial 

groups in their a~~eals for new businesses and industries stress heavily 
3 

the recreation resources of their ca.munity and region.• 

"Recreation has become a governmental function not from the conaent, 
4 

but by the demand, of the governed." 
Jos~h s. Clark, Jr. 
~or of Philadel~hia 

The recreation movement is relatively new. In all the ancient world, 

throughout the Middle Ages, and even until recent times, no ~laygrounds--

in the modern sense of the term--existed. Provision for ~lay and recrea-

tion, in the form of an institution, grew out of social and industrial 

conditions ~eculiar to the ~resent day. It is generally agreed that the 

!Hutchinson, John L., Principles of Recreation, A. s. Barnes and Co., 
New York, 1949, P•P• 7 

Zrrankle, Paul T., Machine Made Leisure, Harper and Brothers, New York, 
1932, P•~· 7 

3Pendergast, Jos~h, Evening Bulletin, Providence, R. I., November 1, 
1955 

4Clark, Jos~h s., Recreation An Essential Part of the City Plan, 
N.R.A., New York, N.Y. 
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recreation movement in the United States had its beginning in Boston in 

1885. The first state legislative relative to playgrounds was passed u,r 

Bew York in 1888. The law provided for the foundation of societies whose 

obJect was the securing and equipping of open places for children's pl~.1 

lRice, Bmmette A., A Brief History of Physical Education, A. s. Barnes 
and CompaQ7, N.Y., 1929, P•P• 256, 257. 
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CIJAPTER I II 

BESE.A.RCH PBOCKDUBES Aim TECHNIQUES 

!hie evaluation will be conducted with the aid of the 1 Schedule for 

the Appraisal of Communit,v Recreation" published by the National Recreation 

Association an~ literature compiled by the Providence Recreation Advisory 

Board and the City Plan Commission. 

With ths use of this material plus information from several authora-

tative books ae a guide, many recreation people will be interviewed. 

~Schedule f2!. Awraieal of Community Recreation 

!he schedule offers a means of measuring the degree to which cities 

are furnishing their people with well-rounded recreation opportunities. 

In a real sense, it affords a measuring rod of public recreation service. 

It enables recreation authoritiea to check their facilitiea, personnel, 

program, and services against a standard, and thereby to determine the 

weaknesses and deficiencies that call for consideration and act1on.1 

!tie 1 Schedu1e for Appraisal of ColllliiWlit;y Recreation• will give a 

number acore as to the weight of each section of the program. Since a 

point basis is used in the final anal;ysie it waa felt that a report deal-

ing with the actual number of parka, playfielde, recreation centers, 

personnel, etc. should be presented. 

!National Recreation Association, Schedule for the Annraisal of 
CommunitY Recreation, N.R.A., New York, 1951, P•P• 1 

- 10 -
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~ local agencies include eome form of recreation in their programs 

but this appraisal will include onl7 those services which furnish recreation 

as a primar,r obJective. It will be limited to governmental units such as 

park, recreation, or school departments. 

!here are few, if IU!To standard• in this schedule that are not now 

achieved in at least a few communitiee and in some cases the7 are alrea<~T 

met in miUJT cities. On the whole, thq represent standards that are 

poesible of achievement b7 a maJorit7 of cities. On the other hand, there 

is probabl7 no cit7 which has so far attained all of them.1 

!he following are the seven maJor divisions which will be appraised: 

I. Land and Water Areas 

II. Buildings and Indoor Facilities 

III. Leadership Pereonnel 

IV. Progr8111 SerTice 

v. Participation and Use 

VI. Current Bxpenditures 

VII. Administration2 

!National Recreation Association, op. ct., P•P• 3 

2op. ct.' P•P• 4 



CHAPTER IV 

DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION OF THE DATA 

I. Land and Water Areas 

A. Total Acreage 

The total park and recreation acreage includes all publicly-

owned and recreation areas within or immediately adjoining the 

limite of the municipality. All the area that is available fo~ 

unrestricted public park or recreational use. 

A comparison of the total acreage devoted to recreational purpose in 

Providence, R. I. in 1947 and 1955 With the Standards established by the 

National Recreation Association Appraisal Form. 

NRA Actual Pointe Points Point 
standard Units Awarded Under Increase 

Acre a Points Standard Since 
Reo 011111ende d Available 1947 1952 1~ 1222 1222 1241 

2416 ~ 122Q 1610 16 20 10 4 

Despite same progress in recent years the total recreational acreage 

is about 2/~ of what is needed for the present population of Prowidence. 

Moreover, the existing area is not evenly distributed throughout the city. 

Triggs Golf Courss and Triggs Memorial Park have a total acreage of 1, 727 

acres. The population density in thia area is not too heavy, Appendix D, 

Chert c. It is recommended that some of this land be sold by the Prov. 

Property Committee and the income received be used to b~ land in the 

more densely populated areas for recreational needs. 

- 12 -
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B. Playgropnde and narfields 

1. Neighborhood Pl!fgrnpnde 

The neighborhood pl~ground ie considered to be an area 

which offers a diYereified ~~ program for children from 

6 years to 14 years of age and limited facilities for uee 

of young people and adults. 

2. nayfielda 

The pl~field is an area deYeloped for diyersified 

recreation use primarily by young people and adul ta. It 

~ include a p~ground for children. 

T+BLE ll 

A comparison of the Pl&Tgrounds and Playfields in ProYidence, R. I. 

in 1947 and 1955 with N.R.A. Standards. 

NRA 
Standard 

Acres Pointe 
Beco1111ended .A.Yai ab e 

Pl~grounds 311 15 
Pl!llfielda 311 15 

Total 622 30 191 230 

Points 
Awarded 

6 

12 18 

Point 
Increaae 
Since 

47 

The addition of some 40 acres to the pl~ground and pl~field areas, 

in the past eight years, still leaYee the ProYidence Recreation Department 

in need of more pl~ areas. The area it nov has, which is about 1/3 of the 

N,R,A. Standard, leayes aome parte of the city completely without pl~-

ground or pl~field serYice. Thh is particularly true in the older 

sections auch as Pederal Hill, South ProYidence, and West End, Appendix D 

Chart A, B. 
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In order to provide an adequate amount of play area it will necessi• 

tate acquiring property tor new aitea. In justification to Providence. 

whose area ia only 18 square miles and heavily congested. land becomes 

ftry expenlin and ia at a premium. The acquisition of these new lites 

would have to be scaled down to the financial capabilities of the City 

Budget. 
Co Special Recreation Areas and Facilities 

'~ 

l comparison of Special Areas and Facilities 

liRA 
Standard Actual Actual 

Unite Pointe Units Points 
Reco!Dilended Aftilable 1947 1955 1947 1955 

Outdoor pools •7.460 16oo 
bathing beach people at 4 0 people 0 i 

one time 
Baseball 
diamonds •• 82 3 
Go it 

27 31 1 1 2/3 

courses 82 18 18 
holes 1 holes 

Tennis 
holes 1/4 1/4 

courts 126 2 
Giiliie 

so so l i 
courts 165 6 
Other 

46 57 lt 2 

facilities 99 6 so 31 2 2 
Specia 
areas 24 5 6 8 1 2 

Totals 26 6 1/4 8 2/3 

Point 
Increase 
Since 

1947 

i 

2/3 

0 

0 

i 
0 

1 

2 2/3 

• The capacity of pooh and beaches ia determined by an estimate of 
16 square feet of water area per individual. In case of beaches. only 
wading area is used. 

** A. baseball diamond ill an area laid out as a diamond-net spaces merely 
used informally for these games. 
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Swimming facilities should be available to serve ~% of the total 

population of 'rovidenoe at any one time. This would mean that Provi­

dence with a population of over 247,000 people should offer facilities 

to 7,460 people at any one time. At present, the two outdoor pools can 

handle only 1600 people. Plans are in the making for another outdoor 

pool. Construction will start some time in 1957. Even with this new 

construction, Providence will be able to accommodate about one per cent 

of its population. 

Since these facilities are inadequate, a better method of admission 

should be maintained to enable a greater portion of Providence residents 

to use these outdoor facilities. At the present time, residents of any 

city may use the poole provided by the tax payers of Providence. 

Although there are seventeen wading pools on the playg~unds, these 

pools are antiquated in construction and therefore make it very diffi­

cult for the playground director to .. intain the water at proper health 

standards. 

In order to have an adequate outdoor swimming program, Providence 

should construct 4 new swimming pools. 

A city as large as Providence should have at least 4 golf courses, 

but at the present time it has only one. When the subject of new sites 

for golf courses is suggested, the big problem of land evaluation and 

taxes derived from it always comes up. There is not area enough to 

build new golf courses. !he solution to this last problem would be for 

the Oity to acquire land in adjoining towns and develop it for a golf 

course. 
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The number of tennis courts to be found in Providence are very fflff, 

1/4 of what the City should have for ita sir.:e. In the past 8 years no new 

courts have been added. It is suggested that when new tennis courts are 

con11tructed, they should be surfaced wi'lh aephal t and not wi"lil olay. 

Asphalt will last longer with lese maintenance and could be used for a 

multi-purpose area. 

D. Design, Construction and Maintenance 

This area includes primarily those properties intended for 

active recreational use. 

'UBLE IV 

194'7 1965 Points Point 
Improvement 

Points Points Points Under Since 
Available Awarded Awarded Standard 194'7 

Design 5 1 2 3 1 

Construction 5 1 2. 3 1 

Jfaintenance 5 1 3 2 2 

Total 15 l5 '7 e 4 

The construction of new facilities is being guided by standards set by 

the N.R.A. on a personnel survey of recreation centers which were ccnstruc• 

ted in the past 8 yeara, there was evidence of a lack of proper maintenance. 

As a remedy for this problem, more money should be allocated for the 

maintenance of such expensive buildings. 
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II. Building and Indoor Facilities 

Uiiits 

A. Recreation Buildings and Indoor Centers 

Included are all general and 1pecial recreation buildings. 

community houses. park fields. school buildings and play 

ground shelters made available for community recreation use. 

1. General Recreation Buildings and Centers 

BRA 
Standard 

In order to qualify a building should afford •• 

a.) auditorium or gymna1ium. bo) lounge. c.) room for 

specialized aotiTity, do) two rooms for clubs or 

multiple use. 

TABLB V 

Buildings and Centers 

Actual Points Points Point 
Unit. Awarded Under Improvement 

Points Standard Since 
Recommended An.ilable 194'7 1966 194'7 1966 1956 194'7 

12 so 2 12 6 so 0 26 

2. Shelter and Field Houses 

The essential features of a playground shelter are 

toilets for boys and girl•• director's office, and 

storage space. 

The field house should provide lookers, showers, and 

toilet facilities for persons using the field. office 

and storage space. 



Shelter 
House 

Field 
House 

T!BLB VI 

Shelter and Field Houses 

IJRA 
Standard 

Units Pointe 
Recommended Available 

82 10 

16 10 

lOtuai 
Unite 

1947 1955 

16 26 

0 2 

B. Indoor Recreation Facilities 

18 

Pointe Point 
Awarded Increase 

Since 
1947 1956 1947 

2 3 6 

0 1 1 

!he following table (VII) includes the various types of roo1111 

and indoor recreation facilities provided for in the buildings 

recorded in table v. All tbe facilities are generally and 

regularly available for communit,r recreation use. 

'UBLI,!!! 

Indoor Recreation Facilities 

IRI. Actual Points Point 
Standard· Unite Awarded Increase 

Units Pointe Since 
Reco-ded Available 1947 1955 1947 1955 1947 

CijliiiAi i&i 26 10 1 12 0 5 6 

l.udi toriUJU 16 6 2 10 1/2 3 2i 
Social Rooms 24 6 2 6 0 1 1 

Loungae 24 6 2 6 0 1 1 
Game Roo1111 24 5 3 2 1 4 3 

. IIU1t1pie Use 49 6 3 8 0 1 1 Room 
Crafts 26 6 3 14 1 3 2 ·workshop 
Special Room 5 6 2 6 2 6 3 
Indoor Paola 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 
TO'l'.U.S 197 60 18 64 4i 23 1el .. 
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fbe close relationship of the Providence School and Recreation 

Departmenta has had a decided influence on the increase of the number of 

recreation centers. There are now 12 centers of which 1 are school 

buildings. The sohool buildings have contributed many physical facilities, 

i.e., gymnaaiums, auditoriums, play rooms, shops and art rooms which has 

saved considerable time and money in the deYelopment of the proper 

recreational center service. 

There has been a notable increase in shelter houaes in the past 8 

years. Each new shelter house was build at a cost of $12,000. The two 

field houses are part of two hi~ schools which are located adjacent to the 

athletic fields. The Providence High Sohool Stadium, which was built at a 

oost of $772,560 could not be counted as having a field house because it 

lacks facilities for showers. This oversight should be taken care of as 

soon as possible. 

III. Leadership Personnel 

This section includes all persona employed by the Providence 

Recreation Department who serve in a leadership capacity, direct or 

indirect leadership of activities, or the auperviaion of recreation 

facilities. Workers employed for maintenance, clerical work, 

recordkeeping, and other non-leadership aervices are not included. 
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1'.ABLI VIII 

Leadership Personnel 

HR.t .lotual Points Points Point 
Standard Leaders korarded Under Improvement 

Leaden Point. Standard Since 
Rec0111111ended Available 1947 1955 1947 1955 1955 1947 

.... 43 82 29 72 u 32 50 8 

B 42 -- -- 42 42 0 0 

c 15 -- 10 10 0 5 

•.l • Humber of Leaders 

B • Training and Qualification 

C • Personnel and In-Service Training 
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A. Number of Leaders Point• 

Under 
NRA Standard ,.., 1941 Standard 1955 1956 -

1. Full-time superintendent Number - 1 1 1 
of recreation Points - 6 6 6 0 

2. Other Executive Leader- Number - * 1 i 
ship Points - 2 6 2 4 

3. Assistant Superintendent Number - 1 1 1 
ot Recreation Points 4 4 4 0 

4. Supervisors ot Special llumber - 3 3 1 
Activities Pointe - 5 6 2 4 

5. Director• ot Center• Number - 10 26 11 
Points • 4 10 8 2 

6. !ssiatant Directors, Number - 13 41 50 
Leaders Points - 2 8 8 0 

7. Specialists or Special Number - 0 5 0 
Teachers Points - 0 1 0 1 

8. Managers ct Special Nulli:J er - 1 6 2 
Facilities Points - 0 2 1 1 

B. Training and ~alificationa 

1. Superintendent ot Recre&• Points - 8 8 8 0 
tion 

2. Assistant Superintendent Points - 5 5 6 0 

3. Supervisor ot Special Points • 5 5 6 0 
Activities 

4. Directors ot Recreation Points - 6 6 6 0 
Centers 

6. Recreation Center Workers Points - 6 6 6 0 

6. Playground Director• Points - 6 6 6 0 

7. Recreation Leaders and Pointe - 3 3 3 0 
AaaUtante 
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Pointe 
tJnder 

NRA Standard 
1947 Standard 1966 1966 - -

e. Special Teacher• Pointe • 1 1 1 0 

9. Kanagera of Special Pointe • 2 2 2 0 
Facilities 

c. Personnel ~ ~-Service Training llethode 

1. Selecting Worker• 
a.) selected according to 

Pointe • 2 2 2 0 

merit system 

b.) reaidence requirement Pointe • 2 2 2 0 
revifted 

c.) examination Pointe - 0 2 0 2 

2. Personnel Practices 
Points - 2 2 2 0 

Pointe- 1 1 1 0 

Pointe - 0 1 0 1 

Points • 1 1 1 0 

s. In•Service Training 
Pointe • 1 1 1 0 

POinte - 1 1 1 0 

Pointe - 0 1 0 1 

Pointe • 0 1 0 1 
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Providence baa done a remarkable job in meeting requirements for 
i 
' leadership and personnel. However, there is a lack of recreation specialists' 

in the area of music, drama, arts and crafts and feature events on a tull-

time basis. At the present time, the assistant director must assume all of 

the above duties. This makes it humanly impossible for one man to do 

justice to all these important phases ot recreation. 

IV. Recreation Programs 

T.ABLE IX 

NRA Points Points bal01r Point increase 
Standard .Awarded Standard since 

Point Value 1947 1966 1966 1947 

Progr-
18 0 Criteria 10 8 10 

Progr- Under 43 10 14 29 Leadership 

Recreation 
Activities 31 8t 17 14 sl 
TOTAL 92 lei 41 51 22t 

A. Program Criteria 

1. Afford equal opportunity in the way ot facilities and 

activities to all parts of' the city (no neighborhood 

should be neglected). 

1947 
Point Value ~ 

JIRA Standard 
-1 

1955 
o-

' 



~ 

f',. 

2. Afford activities well distributed throughout the entire 

year (program should not be restricted largely to SUIIIIIer 

months or to a briet winter season). 

194'7 liRA Standard 1965 
Point Value -o 1 -r 

3. Serve all age groups including the old tolka. 

194'7 liRA Standard 1966 
Point Value -o 1 -r 

4. Provide a reasonable balance between indoor and outdoor 

activities. 

194'7 ~Standard 1966 
Point Value ---o 1 1 

6. Provide equal opportunities tor both aexeso 

194'7 ~Standard 1956 
Point Value ---o 1 -o 

e. Provide for n.rying levels ot skill and ability. 

194'7 ~Standard 1966 
Point Value -o 1 -r 

'1. Have a definite relationship to the school program of 

teaching leisure-time skills and ot developing recreation 

interests. 

194'7 
Point Value "() 

NRA Standard 
- 1 

1965 
-o 

:·. 
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e. Definitely encourage individuals and groups to initiate and 

carry on their own activities. 

1947 
Point Value --ol 

BRA Standard 
- 1 

9. Give participants a share in the planning and oonduot of 

activities. 

1947 
Point Value --ol 

BRA Standard 
- 1 

1955 -,-

10. Afford opportunities tor cooperative activity as well as 

oompeti tion. 

1947 
Point Value ~ 

BRA Standard 
- 1 

1956 -,-
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11. Be sensitive to changing conditions, interests, and needs of 

the people as evidenced by program changes from year to year. 

1947 
Point Value -o BRA Standard 

- 1 
1955 -,-

12. Encourage informal individual activity as well as highly 

organized group activities. 

1947 
Point Value -o BRA Standard 

- 1 
1955 
-r 

l$. Sponsor home play and activities which individuals can carry 

on at home. 

1947 
Point Value --,;-

liRA Standard 
- 1 

1956 
-r 



14. Include community-wide features as well as activities 

conducted at individual play grounds and centers. 

194'7 
Point Value --,r-

1lt.a. Standard 
- 1 

1955 
-r 

15. Provide special service to racial groups, industrial and 
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commercial organisations, churches and other institutions. 

194'7 
Point Value -,;-

:IIIlA Standard 
- 1 

1955 
--,r-

16. Afford recreation workers a definite opportunity to submit 

each year or season specific suggestions reg@rding the 

program. 

194'7 
Point value -,;-

:liRA standard 
- 1 

1955 
--,r-

1'7. Provide definite means for people to indicate their 

recreation desires and preferences and to submit suggestions 

regarding the program. 

194'7 
Point Value -o 

1llU. Standard 
- 1 

1955 
---o 

18. Afford opportunity for cooperative activity as well as 

00111petativeo 

194'7 
Point Value l"" 

NR.A Standard 
- 1 

1955 
-r 
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Program Under Leadership 

A session 11 defined as a morning, e.f'te:rnoon, o:r evening period 

during which a di,.rsif'ied program is provided under leadership 

at the a:rea o:r building. 

1. Playground Progrti!!L 

Sell ions 
Point Value 

1947 

4200 
3 

~Standard 

20,723 
14 

2. Jeighbo:rhood Play!ield Program 

Seuions 
Point Value 

1947 

2700 
4 

BRA Standard 

6,216 
10 

3. General Recreation Buildilll!jl ~ Indoor Centers 

Sessions 
Point Value 

1947 -
1872 

4 

,!!!! Standard 

8,289 
19 

1955 -
4,800 

4 

1955 -
3,000 

5 

1956 -
4,368 
ll 

c. Recreation £Dtivitiee 

A period 11 a definite portion of' time during whioh Ill!. activity 

under direct or indirect leadership is scheduled and carried on. 

Several 11perioda 11 of' activity -y be :recorded during a lingle play-

ground, playf'ield, or building 11 aeasiona 11 • 

1. £Dtive Games ~.Sports 

A period ia eaoh time a diamond, f'ield, or g)'IIIDaaium 18 

:reserved or used tor a gaae or f'or practice eaoh time group 

gamea or athletic aotivitiea are conducted under leadership. 

Jlorning, afternoon, or evening in whioh a golf' oourse 18 



under aupervhion will be counted aa a period. 

Peri ode 
Point Value 

1947 -
6.100 

2 

,!!!! Standard 

u.e67 
10 

2o .lrta and Crafts. Dr- and Jluaic -- -== 
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.t. period is when a group takes part in one of these 

activities under leaderehipo 

Perioda 
Point Value 

1947 -
6,000 

6 

~Standard 

8.289 
8 

z. ll'ature. Gvdening. .£!!£.!!!!!Outing .lotivitiea 

1966 -

.t. period is when a group engages in some form of nature 

activity, including gardening under leaderehipJ also hikea 

end tripe to points of interest. 

Periods 
Point Value 

1947 -
0 
0 

~Standard 

2.486 
8 

4o Social Recreation .!!!!! Dancing 

1955 -
280 
1 

.t. period is when time ia devoted primarily to social 

recreation activities. 

Pari ode 
Point Value 

1947 -
220 
i 

IR.t. Standard - 1955 -
880 
1 

Providence. in 1955, offered twioe aa many opportunities for supervised 

public recreation than in 1947. It the Reore&tion Department keeps ita 

present pace of growth in recreation prograu, it will reach the N.R • .t.. 

standard in 14 or more yer.ra. !his grclllth h very o-dable when we 
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consider the conditione inherited tr0111 the previous aclmin1atration. 

'l'he scope ot the progrUI 1a widely varied. It haa ;year-round progrUIB 

in tin centers, including centers tor r;olden agers, and a winter progrtllll 

in eight others. Doring the s-r there are s0111e 40 playgrounds under 

supervision, two outdoor seimming pools, and cit~ide events are held 

periodically. (.Appendix C) 

'l'he tact that tacilities are not evenly distributed (no neighborhood 

should go without) throughout the ci t;y h nry understanding in a place aa 

old as Providence. 12118 ci t;y, like maey other•, grfiW very rapidly without 

the benef'its of' oit)"'Wide planning. At the preaent tiiM, there 1a a very 

urgent need to equalize facilities and aotivitiee in all parts of' the city. 

The Master Plan tor Playgrounds and Playtielde, publiShed in 196Z by the 

City Plan CODlhaion, wae deaigned to answer thh r;reat need. 

In 1956 Providence opened ite tirst Golden Age Day Center where 

elderly people f'ind an opportunity f'or companionship, recreation, and 1elf'• 

e:xpr81aion. 'l'he Recreation Department picb up the old people with the 

department bus, entertains them at the center and also gives them a light 

lunch at noon. Thia is f'ine, but the policy of' picking up old people out• 

1ide the City or Providence, bringinr; th• into the Providence Golden Age 

Center and giving them the same priv1ler;ea a1 City taxpayer• is questionable. 

On .lfay 1, 1956 Jlr. Cronin made the toll-ing statement• 

While present facilities lillit the amount or activity, Mr. Cronin 
teel1 confident that these beginning• will r;enerate «ttbuaiaem among 
private agencies interested in probl .. a ot the aging. 

1 
The Providence Report, City Hall, Prov., R. Io, PROVIDENCE SUNDAY 

JOllRlf~· . 
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Whenever facilities and budget are limited, the city has an obligation 

primarily to its own people. 

v. Current Expenditures 

This section includes all expenditures for operation and mainten-

ance of recreation areas, facilities and services offered by the Provi-

dence Recreation Department. The expenditures for new areae and other 

capitol items are not included. 

A. Leadership 

Included in Table X is the amount spent for leadership 

personnel. It does not include clerical, maintenance, and other 

types of workers. 

NRA Actual 

TABLE X 
Leadership 

Points Points Point 
Standard Amount Awarded Below Increase 

Amount Point 1947* 1955 1947 1955 Standard Since 
Recommended Value 1222 1947 
i,n,ou.oo "' $112,424.00 9 18 12 9 

l2o41 618.oc 

* City of Providence, Annual Financial Report, Ended September ,a, 1948. 
p. '-' 

B. Facilities 2 Programs Under Leadership 

Total amount that is spent for organized recreation programs, 

for the operation and maintenance of areas and facilities used 

for community recreation. Included is salaries paid to recre-

ation leaders, supplies and materials, the total amount spent 

for operation and maintenance of golf courses, picnic areas, and 

u 



recreation areas, for the maintenance of playgrounds, indoor 

oentere, and clerifal eerTioe in oonneetion with the recreation 

program. 

UBLI! a. 

Facilities and Programs under Leadership 

li1il .&.otuai POints Points Pointe 
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Standard Amount Alnrded Be law Increase 
Amount Point standard Since 

. Rec0111111ended Value •194'1 1955 194'1-1955 1955 194'1 

• '146,022 :so • 192,:592 • 246,955 10 1~ 17 ~ 

• City of Providence Aanual Financial Report, Year Ended September :SO, 1948, 
P•P• :55. 

c. Total Recreation !Xpendituree 

Total amount is that which ia spent for organized recreation, 

expendi turea of park departments and apeoial events such as 

community celebrations. 

WIJl.! b. 

Total Recreation IXpenditurea 

m IChai POints POints POints 
Standard Amount .&.warded BelCIIIf Increase 

Amount Point Standard Since 
Recollllll8:aded Value •194'1 1955 194'1 1955 1955 1947 

• 1,492,044 40 • 476,989 • 680,884 12 27 13 15 

• 'city of Providence .&.nnual Financial Report, Year Ended September 30, 1948 
P•P• :55, 21 



the Providence Recreation Department ia financed through the City's 

laneral Fund. Ita bu•get has increaaed from $3,000 in 1903 to t 192,392 
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in 1947 and t 246,966 in 1966. The increase in the annual budget is not as 

iiiiJ?reesi,.. as the anount apent for oapital.outlay. In 1966 Providence had 

a $1.14 par capita recreation expenditure which was $1.86 below the $3.00 

per capita recommended by the National Recreation Association. (Appendix 

C, table A). 1be total recreation expenditure• increased by some $200,000 

from 1947 to 1966, but ita par capita expenditure of $2.39 il·still tar 

below N.R.A. Standard of $6.00 par capita. 

The ealary scale• tor Providence ia a'ftrage tor a city of ita abe, 

and there has been 3 wage increase• Iince 194'7. Providence Recreation 

Department hae very high personnel atandarde and will find it more difficult 

to keep the recreation workers it now haa unless aalariel are raised to 

meet the professional requirement& tor positions in this department. 

Providence, with ita expanding buclcet, widely varied taoilitiee, and 

•• hi~ personnel standards ha'ft won it hi£11 recognition throughout New England. 

• Salary scale, Appendix C, table B 

•• Providence Bulletin, D. Pratt, May 24, 1966, P•P• 10 
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vr. Adminiltration 

The ratings in thia section repreaent an average or the 

administrative procedural of the Providence Recreation Department. 

TABLE!! 

iRl Pointe POints Point 
Standard Awarded Under l'llcreaae 

Point Standard Since 
Value 1947 1966 1956 1947 

Form of' 
Organization 20 20 20 0 0 • 
Procedural 
Policies 20 12 14 6 2 

Publicity 18 6 11 7 5 

Records 
Reporte 28 20 22 6 2 

COIIliiiUJlity 
14 Relationship 11 11 0 

Point 
BRA Increase 

Point Since 
Value 1947 1955 1947 

•• Form of Orl!ianiJ:ation 

(1) Separate recreation 
depart11111nt 'lfi th f'ull 
authority 20 20 20 0 

Bo Procedures and Policies 

(1) Board is f'crmally 
organized 2 2 2 0 

(2) Department organ. 
into divisione 2 2 2 0 

(3) Organized so as to 
facilitate planning 2 2 2 0 and supervision 

.. 



Point 

" 
liRA Increase 

Point Since 
Value 1947 1955 1947 

(4) Written instructions 
as to duties and 
policies 

(5) Rules aaauring maximum 
use of facilities 

(6) Long range plans have 
been adopted. {areas 2 2 2 0 & facilities) 

(7) Long range plans have 
been adopted. (exten-
aion of programs & 2 2 2 0 
services) 

(8) Provisions tor research 
projects 2 0 0 0 

TOTAL 20 ill l4 2 
c. Inte~retation and PUblici~ 

{1) Definite plan ot educe.-
ticn 4 0 2 2 

(2) Directory of reo. 
areas 2 0 0 0 

( 3) Cooperation between 
newspaper & reo. dept. 2 2 2 0 

( 4) Program ot speakers 
before co1111uni ty 
organisations 

(5) Organized inap, tours 
2 0 2 2 

of areas, facilities 1 0 1 1 & centers 
(6) Exhibits before the 

public 1 1 1 0 
(7) Discussions for 

consideration ot 
problems are held 

(8) Annual report iaaued 
1 1 1 0 

and circulated widely 1 0 1 1 
(9) Visual-aida are shown 

before looal groups 1 0 1 1 
(10) Regular radio broad-

casts are carried on 1 0 1 1 

-
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Point 

liRA Increase 
Point Since 
Value 1947 1955 1947 

(11) Effective use of 
posters in industry, 
stories and buildings 
throughout the city 1 0 0 0 

TO'UL 18 6 11 5 

D. Recorda and Reforts 

(1) Business ! Financial Records 

(a) Effeotin budget 
system 

(b) Cost records of 
5 6 6 0 

major departments 2 2 2 0 
(o) Careful system of 

bookkeeping 5 6 5 0 
(d) Coat records per 

unit of work 2 0 0 0 
(e) Detailed records 

of board meeting 2 2 2 0 
(f) Complete records 

of facilities, 
equipment cl: 
inventories 1 1 1 0 

{g) Complete service 1 1 1 0 
records 

TOTAL 18 16 16 0 

(2) Service Records 

(a ) Regular monthly 
reports aubllli tted 
by directors of 
playgrounds, centers, 
eto., of services 
rendered 2 1 1 0 

{b ) General monthly 
reports submitted 
by sup. for all 
special activities 2 0 2 2 

-
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Point 

NRA. Increase 
Point Since 
Value 1947 1955 1947 

(o) Regular monthly reporta 
submitted by director 
to board & annual 
report 2 2 2 0 

(d) Complete liata are kept 
of teama, organ., clubs, 
groups and classes 

(e) Liata of volunteers 
2 l l 0 

a erving department w1 th 
qualifications and 
service rendered 2 0 0 0 

TOT.lL 10 4 6 2 

Eo Community Relationship 

(a) City wide recreation 
oounoil exiata 2 2 2 0 

(b) Director belonga to 
other social agencies 2 2 2 0 

(o) Neighborhood committees 
are tormed at playgrounds 2 2 2 0 

(d) Neighborhood oollllllittees 
are formed at reo. centers 2 1 1 0 

(e) Playground & centers worker 
has time for neighborhood 
visitations 2 0 0 0 

(t) Definite cooperation among 
reo. dept., schools, parka, 
police, city planning, etc. 2 2 2 0 

<a> Definite cooperation among 
reo. dept., semi-public 
and private agencies 2 2 2 0 

TOT.U. 14 ll ll 0 

-



Unlike the preceding sections of this appraisonal form, the 

evaluation and study of the ratings given to the administrative 

procedures of the Providence Recreation Department are most noteworthy 

and clearly reveals that a great deal of foresight was expended in its 

early plaDning. 

The department was created with the appointment of a director who 

was charged with the administration of the Department and with the 

aelection of other personnel. An advisory committee was appointed for 

the planning and tor the evaluation of their program. Providenoe with 

its separate recreation department and advisory board, has the highest 

rating according to atandards established by the BRA for the form of 

organization. 
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In the appraisal of the policies of administration, it was noted 

that the Recreation Department offers the following worthwhile servicesa 

1. Grants private or semi-private organizations the use ct ita 

facilities and equipment tc conduct their programs without 

losing their identity. 

2. Providence acts as an advisory and as a consultant center for 

the various agencies, organizations, towns and cities in 

relation tc youth and recreation services, activities and 

functions. 

s. The assistant director acts a~ a recreation liailcn officer 

between the school system and the recreation department. 



:: 

l8 

Supervisor 
Dist. l 
and 

Clerical 

A.ss•t Diro 

" 

TABLE OF ORGANIZATION 

Director ot Recreation 

An't Diro 

Supervisor 
Disto S 

i' Speoialist in 
Women's and Girl•' 

A.otivitiea 

Supervisor 
Diato 2 

and 
Specialist in 
Kudo and 

Dr­
P8.geanta 

eto. 

and 
Speoialht in 

Citizenship 
Gardening 

Neighborhood and 
holiday celebration• 

Supervisor 
Dist. 4 
and 

Speoialiat in 
Atbletic• 

Swilllllling 
etc. 

Supervisor 
ot building' 
areas. eto.-
Jiaintenanoe r 

and 
Arts and Craf'ta 

Playground 
Leaders 

Note a 

Playground 
Leaders 

Playground 
Leaders 

Each District Supervisor il expected to act in a dual capacity& 

Playground 
Leaders 

(l) as responsible tor all recreational activitiea within hia District. 

and 
Construction 

For-

)(eohanics 
Caretakers 
Gardeners 
Workmen 

(2) as a epecialist advising and helping all 4 Districts along his linea ct interest 
and trainingo 

" ~ 

1(: ( c 



CJW>TER V 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
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!!though the recreation program has grown considerably during the 

past eight year1, an evaluation and study of the data clearly indicates 

' that some progress has been made but also reveals several shortcomings 

which has .. ied ita development in attaining B. R. A. Standards. 

In the light of the evidence preaented in the foregoing ohapterSJ 

the following conclusions aeemwell founded• 

l) The total recreation acreage is about l/6 of what is needed for 

the present population. 

2) As mantioned in Chapter IV, in order to provide an adequate 

amount of playgrounds and playtielda, n.,.. lites must be 

aquired through additiODal financial support from the City 

Budget. 

$) In order to have an adequate outdoor swimming program, four or 

five new swimming pools should be constructed. 

4) The antiquated wading pools should be reconstructed for the 

spary pool type which is highly recommended by health 

authorities. 

6) Since there ie a shortage of outdoor IIWimming :raoilities, 

admission should be limited only to residents of Providence. 

6) Land adjoining Providence should be aquired for the construction 

oi' additional golf courses. 
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7) Tennis courts should be built of asphalt so they can be used 

as multi-purpose areas. 

8) There ia evidence that lack of proper lllllintenanoe e:aiats on 

playgrounds and in recreation buildings. 
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9) The Recreation and School Departments have been collaborating 

effectively in making their facilities available for both 

departments' programs. 

10) There is a distinctive need for field houses which would provide 

lookers, showers and toilet facilities for those using the 

adjoining field. 

11) There are no full-time specialists in the area of IIIUaic, drama, 

arts and crafts, and feature events. 

12) The assistant director of recreation should be relieved of the 

duties that are ordinarily carried on by speoialista. 

18) The personnel qualification• established by the N. R. A. are 

the prerequisites tor appointments in the recreation department. 

14) Experience, merit and professional growth are the basis for 

promotion. 

15) There is no escaping the fact that a very large portion of the 

City still lacks the baaio physical facilities for recreation. 

16) Providence had a $1.14 per capita recreation expenditure in 1955 

which was $1.86 bel- the $8.00 per capita standard recommended 

by the N. R. A. 
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17) Prov. Reo. Dept. with an expanding budget, widely varied 

facilities and high personnel standards hal won high recognition 

throughout •- England. 

18) The Golden Age Day Center, opened in 1955, ahow1 that the 

authorities do recognise the necessity of constructive 

recreation for the aged. 

19) In order to sintain the high personnel standards, the salary 

schedule should include an annual increment increase. 

20) In determining the general percentage for a city baaed upon 

the entire schedule, Providence, tn 1947, had a percentage 

rating of ~9 while in 1955 the percentage rating increased to 

58. 



CHAPTER VI 

RECOlOIENDATION FOR FURTHER STUDY 

This study has attempted to gain an insight into the Providence 

Recreation Department. The idea is to show the progress, it any, it 

. has made in attaining a good all-round recreational program. A great 

deal more information could be gained it individual studies were made 

ot all the units that go to make up a well-organized program of recrea­

tion. The following are a few suggestions of studies that were brought 

out by this thesisa 

!!:" -·-- ., 

(1) The school and ita role in recreation 

(2) Public Relations in recreation 

(3) In-service programs 

- 42-
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Attend•gce Report - 1947-5o-55 

(Summer Pl~groUild - Swiaing Poole, Special lllventa, 
»xtra Promotional Acti~tiee and Centers) 

Pla,ygrounda 

;wz. 1950 W§. 

no record 240,000 729,722 

SwiliiDiM ~ 

1947 1950 1955 

no ew1uing poole in uee 45,540 156,110 

SpeciaJ. Events !!:1!.4. Promotional Act ivi tie a 

1947 1950 1955 

no record no record 18,170 

Recreation Centers 

1947 WQ. ~ 

no record 296,063 229,633 

'Rotal (Summer Pl. grounds - SwiiiiDiDg Pooh - Special Eventa -
Recreation Centers) 

1947 ;wQ. J.lli. 

614,031 1,133,635 
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Names and Acres of Jlxieting Pla;ygrounds 
and 

Playfields CoTered b,r Recreation Personnel 

lame• .Acres 

Bucklin Park , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7,09 

llurgas Street • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

Columbia Park • • • • • . • • • . • • . • 1,59 

Craey Street • • • • • • . • • • • . • • • • 2 

~Street • • • • • • . . • • • • • 2 

Harriet Street , . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • l 

Richardson Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3.19 

Sackett Park • • • • • • • • • • . . . 2.15 

Warren Street • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

Williard A.nnue • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6,60 

Bates Street , • • • • • • • . . . . • • • • • 2 

Benefit Street , . . . . . . . • • • . • • • 1 

Camp and Crprese • • • • • • • . . . • . . 1.85 

Jox Point Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4 

Gano Street • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . 4.07 

LiTingaton Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1,52 

Paterson Street • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

Qwaid Street , , , • • . . • • • • • • • • • 2 

Sesaiona Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• ESTIMATE 
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Suumit Avenue • 

Clarenoe Street 

Daniel Avenue • 

Ge.ribaldi Park 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• 

Joslin Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Laurel Bill Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Merino Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Kt. Pleasant Park • • • • • • • • • • • •••• 

Acres 

1 

1 

1.50 

1.13 

1 

2.52 

17.40 

3.60 

BeutaooDkanout Park .• ••• • ••••••••• 12.00 

Nicker son House . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 

Ridge Street • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • 1 

Valley Btreet •• ••••••••• •·• •••• 4.84 

Ascham Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 1.72 

Candanoe Part.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .5 

Hopkins Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••• 

O'Brien • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Smith Hill ...... ·• ........... . 
Veaaie Street . . . •••••••••• • • • • • • 

Reservoir Avenue . ·• .... ·• ......... . 

* EST DIA.1'E 

14.51 

2.20 

2.58 

4.49 

1.50 
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Jfamea Aorea 

Recreation .&reaa not oovered by Recreation Personnel 

Jfaahapaug Reservation • • • • • • • • • • • • 4o60 

Perry Jr. High Field • • • • • • • • • • • • 2o07 

Davia Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7.56 

:lletoalt Field • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 8.60 

Joseph Williams Field • • • • • • • • • • • • 5.SO 

Colleyer Field •••••••••• • • • • • 7.42 

Ryan Field • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2.19 

West River Reservation • • • • • • • • • • • 8.03 

Hope High Sohool Field ••• • • • • • • •• 12.32 

tim O'Niel Park •••• • • • ••• •••• • 10.00 

Obedit.h Brown Field • • • • • • • • • • • • • 9.43 

:1ft. Pleasant High Sohool Field • • • • • • • 12.03 

Dexter Training Grounds • • ••• • • • • • • 10.00 

Roger Williams Park • • • • • • • • • • • • 452.00 

trigga Golf Course and trigga Field • • • l, 727.00 
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Special Recreation Areas and Facilities 

Swbming Pools 

*Federal Hill Swimming Pool 

•South P.rovidence Swimming Pool 

Wading ~ Spray Pooh 

Bates Street 

Bucklin Park 

Clarence Street 

Garibaldi Park 

Hopkins Park 

Joslin Park 

Laurel Hill Park 

Livingston Park 

Mt. Pleasant Park 

*Outdoor pool 

**Spray pool 

Quaid Street 

Richardson Park 

Ridge Street 

Smith Street 

Valley Park 

Veazie Street 

••Fox Point Park 

**Saolal:t Park 

49 
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/ 
/ Baseball ~ Softball Diamonds ..... Jfiuaber ot Diamonds 

Bucklin Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

Riohardeon Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

Gano street • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

Sessions Stree~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

Joslin Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

Laurel Hill • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

llerino Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

Kt. Pleasant Park • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

Neutaoonkanout Park • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

Valley Street • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

Kashapaug Reservation • • • • • • • • • • 1 

Hopkina Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

Smith Hill •• • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 1 

Veazie Street • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

De. vis Park • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

Meto,lt Field • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

Collyer street • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 

West River Reservation • • • • • • • • • • 1 

Hope High School Field • • • • • • • • • • 1 

Tim O'Niel Field • • • • • • • • • • ••• 1 

Obadiah Brown Field • • • • • • • • • • o 1 

Kt. Pleasant Field • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

;: 



Golf Courses -
Triggs Golt Course 

TeDnia Courte 

Roger Williams Park 

Mt. Pleaaant High School 

Hope High School 

Nathanael Greene Jr. High 

Other .!!!!!!! Court• ~ Field• 

Football Fielde 

Skating Rinks 

Cricket Fielde 

Archery Lanee 

Hendball Courts 

Boccia Courte 

Bowling Greens 

Soccer Fields 

Hard Surface Areas 

other Facilities 

Bridle Traile 

Boating Facilities 

Ice Skating Areas 

Boston University 
School of Education 

Library 

51 

18 holes 

Number of Courts 

10 

2 

8 

2 

Number 

10 

4 

1 

2 

14 

10 

2 

4 

10 

s 

1 

4 

- z: 
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Other Faoilitiea (Cont'd) 

Picnic Areas 

Ski Jump 

Toboggan Slide 

Track and Field 

Wading Poole 

apeoial Features 

Band Shell 

Camp Summer 

!llature Trail 

Zoo 

Stadiums 

lluaeUDIII 

Recreation Centers 

Benefit Street Center 

Federal Hill Center 

Plain Street Center 

South Providence Center 

Fox Point Center 

Golden .lge Canter 

- "" ··_:-;:-- -.----------. 

Number 

1 

1 

1 

3 

17 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

52 
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Part Time --
Roger Williams Jr. High 

Broad Street Center 

Nathanael Greene Jr. High 

George J. West Jr. High 

0. H. Perry Jr. High 

Gilbert Stuart Jr. High 

t::"' ·--·--·-- .:-c-···-··~-
:r 
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Table A 

Recreation Funds and Per Capita Rate for the towns and cities of Rhode 
Island based on 1955 municipal appropriations and grants from other 
sources. Towus starred receive money from United Fund or a private 
endowment. 

.£!.:!?l. .!!! ~ Population Funds .f!!:. Capita !!!! 

Jamestown • • • • •••• 2,068 t 9,860 t 4.77 
South Kingstown• • • • 10,148 31,069 3.05 
lfewport • • • • •• • • :n,s64 66,986 1.76 
Scituate• 3,905 6,157 1.58 
Smithfield• 6,690 10,282 1.54 
Providence 248,000 282,181 1.14 
Cranston 55,060 63,000 .96 
Warren• 8, 5ll5 8,146 .96 
Narragansett 2,288 2,000 .87 
Coveni;J'y 9,869 7,200 .73 
lforth Providence 13,927 10,000 .72 
Bristol 12,S20 7,800 .63 
Eaet Providence 36,871 21,3SO .59 
Central Falls 23,660 1S,550 .57 
Pawtucket 81,4S6 46,520 .57 
Westerly 12,S80 6,900 .56 
Barrington• 8,246 4,086 .so 
Warwick 43,028 19,000 .44 
Ea1t Greenwich• 4,92$ 2,100 .43 
West Warwick 19,096 8,000 .42 
Middletown 7,382 2,500 .34 
lforth Kingstown• 14,810 .,587 .31 
lforth Sm1 thfield 6,726 1,500 .26 
Johnston• 12,726 2,956 .23 
Woonsocket 50,211 9,140 .18 
Burrill ville• 8,774 1,500 .17 

(Thirteen towns had no recreation appropiations.) 

- ·- --u-.,--c - ;: 
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Table B 

Providence Recreation Department Salary Scale for 1955 

Director 

As a. Director 

Center Director (year round) 

Maintenance Director 

Playground Director ( BUJIIIDe r) 

Recreation Leader (summer) 

Diatrict Supervisor (S11111118r) 

School Reco Center Director 

School Reo. Center Specialist 

School Reo. Leader 

t 8,oeo.oo annual 

4,810.00 " 
3,978.00 " 
4,836.00 " 

48.00 per -ek 

36.00 " " 
52.00 " " 
4.00 per hour 

3o00 " " 
1.30 " " 

There are many pay categoriea for maintenance laborers. 

" . 
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Basketball (Intra-Center) 
Basketball Jr.-Sr. 
Basketball (Intra-Center) 
Basketball (Girls) 
Baseball 
Softball 
Tennis 
Handball 
Ping Pong 
Shuffleboard 
Volleyball 
Cheokere 
Chess 
Horseshoes 
Tetherball 
Skating 
Skiing 
14arbles 
Top Spinning 
Bicycle Safety 
Roller Skate Safety 
Slrillllling 
Life Guarding 
Water Pageants 
Pageants 
Movies 
Glee Club 
Bicycle Club 
Playground Band 
Band Concert 
N-spaper 
Radio•-Program 

J.CTIVITIES 

Dramatics 
J.rts and Crafts 
Jlachine Shop 
Talant Shaw 
Block Dancing 
Square and Social Dancing 
Social Hour 
Badminton 
s-ing 

57 

Sunday at Your Recreation Center 
Movie a 
Television 
(},ymnastics 
Woodworking 
Children's Theater 
Exhibits 
J.rchery 
Golfing 
L. o. Games 
H. o. Gllllles 
Couple Sports 
Rhythmical Activities 
Combative Sports 
Conditioning 
Apparatus 
J.rt Ketal 
Instrumental Instruction 
Ping Pong 
Radio Story Telling 
Scouting 
llodeling 
llodeling Craft 

:: 
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SPECUL ACTIVITIES 

Pet Shcnr 

Field Day 

Track and Field .lleet 

Bicycle and Roller Skate 
Safety lleet 

Bicycle Safety Testing Meet 

Bicycle Keet 

Fishing Pool Rodeo 

Winter Carnival 

Ice Skating and Skiing Derby 

Boys' Baaketball Foul Shooting 

R. I. Sportsmen's and Boat 
Shcnr 

Sunday in the Park 

Bicycling and Camp Club 
!rips 

Schoolboy Boad Race 

New England Dirt Traok 
Bicycle Championship Meet 

Thanksgiving Treasure Hunt 

Fun for a Sane and Safe Fourth 

Family Get Together at the Park 

Sunday at Your Recreation Centers 

Easter Sunday Bunny Rabbit 
and Egg Hunt 

Boxmobile Derby 

Baseball Skills Meet 

Football Skills Meet 

Basketball Skills Meet 

Kite Flying and Baloon 
Tournaments 

Community Basketball League 
(BOJB and Girls) 

Boys• Baseball League -· 
Schoolboy Age 

Touch Football League -· 
Schoolboy Age 

Veterans' Basketball League 

Novelty Field Keet 

R. I. Basketball Invitation 
Tournament 

Hallowe'en Parties and Dances 

Marble and Top Spinning 
Tournament 

Fire Prevention Poster and 
Essay Contest 

Boomerang Meet 

Model Auto--Jet Racing Meet 



(SPECIAL ACTIVITIES (Cont'd) 

Ping Pong Tournament 

Checker Tournament 

Shuffleboard Tournament 

Gymnastics Jleet 

Santa Claus Welcome and 
Treasure Hunt 

Block Dancing 

Noon Hour Band Concert 

SwiDDning and D1 ving lleet 

Archery Meet 

Intra-Center Basketball Leagues 

·--.-::: ----. 

Christmas Parties 

Prize md Fun Day 

Saf'ety Poster Contest 

Arts and Crafts Exhibition 

Hobby lleet 

llovies md Entertainment 

Community Radio Program 

Playground Festival 

Tennis Clinic 

Golf School 

:: 
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EXISTING 
PUBLIC PLAYGROUNDS 

AND 
SERVICE AREAS 

- EXISTING PLAYGROUND 

PLAYGROUND SERVICE AREA 

- AREA LACKING PLAYGROUND 
SERVICE 

NON RESIDENTIAL AREA 

NUMIERS APPI!AIIJING BESIDE PLAYGROUNDS 
REFUt TO APPENDIX I SHOWING LOCATION A.Pm 
AREA Or EXISTING PLAYGROUNDS A~O PLAYFI [ lDS 

NOTE 

I 
\ 

\ 
""'-

"'-.. 

I 
I 

\ 
\ 

SERVICE AREA IS LIMITED 8Y THftEE FACTORS 

I) s•RRIERS SUCH AS WATER COURSES, STEEP 
TOPOGRAPHY, RAILROADS AND HEAVY TRAFFlC 
ARTERIES 

2) ONE·HALF MIL[ MAXIMUM WAli"ING OfSTA~CE 

60 

3) THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN WHICH A PLAYGROUND 
HAS CAPACITY TO SERVE AT 100 SOUARE FEET 
PER CHILO ONLY THE NEAREST CHtLOREN ARE J 
SEftVED UP TO THE LIMITS OF CAPACITY 

~~uU' [p[b&~ ~©~~~~~~©~ 

[p~@\':'JO[Q)~~~~ ~ ~[}{]@@~ O~(bf\~[Q) 
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W~AT PROVIDENCE NOW ~AS 

At the present time Providence has the following active play facilities: 

24 playgrounds having an area of 75.14 acres 

9 playfields having an area of 89.45 acres 

Total active play area 164.59 acres 

The play areas are classified as playgrounds or playfields according to which age group 

they accommodate and the facilities they provide. Appendix B presents a complete list 

of the playgrounds and playfields with their locations and areas. 

According to the 1950 census there were 70,663 persons in the playground and 

playfield age groups in Providence. Using the minimum standard of 100 square feet per 

person, this population would require a total of 162 acres of usable play area. It is 

apparent, therefore, that the total area of existing playgrounds and playfields as shown 

above theoretically would just barely meet the minimum requirements of the present popu-

lation for active play area provided the area were well distributed and all of it were 

usable. Unfortunately, neither of these conditions is met. 

Despite commendable progress in recent years playground and playfield services 

in Providence are not evenly distributed throughout the city. Moreover, many of the ex-

isting playgrounds and playfields are so poorly located, so awkwardly shaped, or so 

steeply inclined that their usefulness is very limited. 

PLAYGROUNDS 

Nearly half the five to eleven year olds have no playground service.* Large 

areas of the City are completely without playground service, particularly in the older 

sections such as Federal Hill, South Providence, and the West End. The last neighborhood 

* Statistics relating to population and service by neighborhoods are presented in Appen­
dix c. 



AREAS 
IN GREATEST N~D OF 
PLAYGROUND ¥RVICE 

DENSITY OF UNSER ED POPULATION 
5 TO II YEA S OF AGE 

LESS THAN 5 CHILDREN PER ACRE 

1- EXISTING PLAYGROUND 

~ ~uv [p ~ &~ ~©~~~~~~©~ 
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1950 

DISTRIBUTION 
OF 

POPULATION 

ONE OOT REPRESENTS 
$0 P£RSONS ALL AGES 

47 PERSONS ~·II YEARS 
9$ PERSON$ 12•2:4 YEARS 

OHART C 

\ 
PAitK \ 

~~lrl? [p[L&~ ~@~~~~~~@~ 
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62 



-27-

TI-lE FUTURE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION . .., 

In order that the playground and playfield system in the future may be proper-

ly OO.lanced in the geograr,hl.cal distribution of facilities, it is important that the plan 

should be d~signed to meet future popul ation requirements . The year 1980 has been se-

lected as the year for which the long-range pl an will be designed. This plan will avoid 

the pitfalls of overdesign or underdesign which would result from exclusive attention 

to short- term needs. 

Depopulation of the ol der central neighborhoods will cont inue. The movement 

of tx>p.llaticn from central areas to outskirts has gathered speed during the past decade, 

and it i s expected that the trend will continue until densities are greatly reduced in 

the older neighborhoods. The estimated 1980 distribution of population is based on t he 

proposed MASTER PLAN FOR LAND USE AllD POPULATION DISTRIBUTION which recognizes the na-

tural trends currently underway and accepts them as healthy up to a certain point. 

As the older sections of the city deteriorate and lose population many of them 

will becane r ipe for redevelopnent. When redevelopment is carried out, these areas will 

be replanned as modern neighborhoods. Population densities should be held at a moderate 

level, and among other needed public facilities, parks, playgrounds, and playfiel ds 

should be provided to meet all modern neighborhood living requirements . WithoUt adequate 

playgrounds and playfields the neighborhood will be obsolete as soon as it is rebuilt . 

Natural forces will then take over, and depopulation will continue beyond a point which 

the City's economy can support. 

The City's child population will change only slightly. The future population 

within each of the age groups to be served by playgrounds and playfields has been esti-

mated on the basis of national projections by the Census Bureau . It is assumed that the 

percentage of the total populat ion in each age gr oup for the year 1980 will be the same 

for ProTidence as that for the country as a whole. Although the trend toward an older 
... -
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where service is now canpletely lacking. It will be noted that projects are proposed at 

Mount Pleasant and Hope High Schools. The playfields at these schools have great paten-

tialities which have not been realized. Neither playfield is opened for community use 

during tile sumner months, althrugh the need for playfield service and for summer progr ams 

in Mount Pleasant and the East Side is becoming serious. By a comparatively small ex-

penditure in each case, adjustments cruld be made in the facilities and the physical lay-

out~ of these playfields so as to acc~odate cooprehensive summer programs of the Rec-

reation Department. 

The playfield proposed at Central and Classical High Schools will provide a 

ne~ service which has been badly needed for many years both by the schools and the resi- ~ 
dents of the Federal Hill and West End neighborhoods. 

The development of the playfield proposed in Davis Park will depend upon a 

satisfactory agreement with the Federal Government which now holds titl e to the Park. 

If a suitable agreenent can be reached, t his playfield will provide service supplementing 

that of Hopkins Park. From preliminary plans for the location of the Louisquisset Ex-

pressw~ it now appears that part or all of Hopkins Park will be destroyed by this im-

proveroont. The size of the playfield required in Davis Park will depend upon the extent 

of the damage done at Hopkins Park. 

Four of the proposed playground projects in the ten-year program involve the 

acquisition of sites which are nO'If vacant. Early acquisition of these sites is most im-

portant in order to avoid paying for expensive improvements which may be erected on them 

in the future. The Upper South Providence Playground is one of the projects whose cost 

might be reduced as a result of Federal aid in a redevelopment area. There is also a 

need for the same type of assistance, for the playfield at Central and Classical High 

Schools, which is present~ included in the Redevelopment Agency's program. 

A substantial part of the proposed ten-year program could be financed by bonds 

which have already been authorized. Of the $1,500,000 in bonds authorized in 1948 for 



PROPOSED 
TEN-YEAR PROGRAM 

PLAY FIELDS 
EXISTING SITE- IMPROVE 

EXISTING SITE - ENLARGE ANO IMPROVE 

NEW SITE - ACQUIRE AND DEVELOP 

EXISTING SITE - TEMPORARY USE 

PROPOSED SITE NOT INCLUDE D IN 
TEN - YEAR PROGRAM 

AREA SERVED AT END OF TEN - YEAR 
PROGRAM 

ADDITIONAL AREA ULTIMATELY SERVED 

F UTURE UNSERVED AREA 

EXISTING NON- RESIDENTIAL AREA 

L ETTERS REFER TO DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED 
Pl AYFIJI...QS STARTING OW P.A_G_l_ ..; r. 

CHART D 

I 
\ 

\ 

\ 
\ 
I 

I 
I 

PROGRAM 

I ) BARRIERS SUCH AS WATER COURSES, STEEP 
TOPOGRAPHY, RAtLROAOS AN D HEAVY T RAFFJC 
ARTERIES 

2) ONE MILE MAXIMUM WALKING DISTANCE 

3) THE NUMBER Of PERSONS WHIC11 A PLAYFIELO 
HAS CAPACITY TO SERV E AT 100 S OUARE f EET 
PER PERSON ONLY THE NEAREST PERSONS ARE 
S ERVED UP TO THE L TMfTS Of CAPACIT Y 

( DI STRIBUTION OF P ERSONS 8ASEO ON r9'0 
POPULATION DISTRIBUTION ) 

~~uv ~[b&~ ce © ~ ~~~~~©~ 
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PROPOSED 
TEN -YEAR PROGRAM 

PLAYGROUNDS 
@ 

0 
0 
~ 
@ 
@ 

• 

EXISTING SITE • IMPROVE 

EXISTING SITE · ENLARGE AND IMPROVE 

NEW SITE ·ACQUIRE 

NEW SITE · ACOUIRE AND DEVELOP 

EXI STING SITE· TEMPORARY USE 

PROPOSED SITE NOT INCLUDED IN 
TEN· YEAR PROGRAM 

AREA SERVED AT END OF TEN• YEAR PROGRAM 

ADDITIONAL AREA Ul.l"IMATELY SERVED 

FUTURE UNSERVED AREA 

EXISTING NON· RESIDENTIAL AREA 

NUMIERS RE,ER TO DESCRIPTIO N OF PROPOSEO 
Pl.AYGIItOUNOS ST.UIITING ON PAGE 36 

CHART E 

I 
\ 

\ 

\ 
\ 

I 

\ 
\ 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

J 

PROGRAM 

I) BARRIERS SUCH AS WATER COU"S£5, STEEP 
toPOGRAPHY, RAILROADS AND HlAVY TRA FFIC 
ARTERIES 

2) ON£ HALF WILE MAXIMUM WAlK NG DISTANCE 

31 THE NUMBER 0, CHILDREN WHIQ1 A PLAYGROUND 
HAS CAPACrTY TO SERV[ AT IOC SOUAR£ FEET 
PUI CHILD ONLY THE NEAREST CHILDREN AJIE 
SERVED IJP TO THE U MITS OF' CAPACITY 
4 OISHt18UTION 0' CHILDREN BASED ON r9SO 
POPULATION OISTRI8UT ION I 
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2. Urgency of need. 

3. Number o! families displaced. 

4. Economics 

A detailed explanation of the numerous factors affecting the selection of projects for 

the ten-year program will be found in Appendix D. 

PROPOSED INITIAL TEN-YEAR PROGRAM 

(projects are listed in alphabetical order) 

Playgrounds 

Cypress Street 
Danforth Street 
Daniel AYenue 
Highland A venue 
Patrick Cunningham 
Sackett Street 
Site near ReserYoir Ave. 
Thomas L. Ryan 
Toclorotton 
Upper South Providence 

Subtotals - playgrounds 

flayfields 

Central-Classical 
Davis Park 
Fox Point Vets. Mem. 
Hope High 
Hopkins Park 
Mt. Pleasant High 
Sessions Street 

Subtotals - playfields 

Project Description 

enlarge and improve 
acquire 
enlarge and improYe 
acquire and develop 
enlarge and improve 
develop 
acquire 
enlarge and improve 
improve 
acquire and develop 

Project Description 

acquire and develop 
develop 
partial grading 
improve for community use 
improve renmant 
improve for community use 
improvement underway 

Grand total ten-year program 
Grand total lon~-range plan 

Estimated 
Cost 

27 , ooo 
90,000 
27,000 
67,000 
65,000 
31, 000 
12,000 
86,000 
21,000 

327,000 

759,000 

Estimated 
Cost 

$ 1, 043, 000 
134,000 

2, 000 
38, 000 
18, 000 
34,000 

5,000 

$ 1, 274,000 

$ 2,033 , 000 
$ 6,261,000 

No. of Fam. 
Displaced 

24 
2 

21 

74 

121 

No. of Fam. 
Displaced 

183 

183 

304 
907 

The program outlined above has attempted to strike a balance between the need 

for making the best use of existing facilities and the need for introducing new serYice 
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Abandonment in favor of same more appropriate use is proposed in the case of 

nine playgrounds. Two of these would be retained by the City as public school sites. 

Four other playgrounds are proposed to be converted to playfield use, and one existing 

playfield to be converted to playground and school use. -

A statistical comparison by neighborhoods of the future services offered by 

the proposed plan with services now provided by existing facilities is presented in 

Appendix C. 

HOW THE PROPOSED PLAYGROUND SYSTEM WILL SERVE PROVIDENCE 

The proposed p~ground s.ystem has been planned around the proposed system of 

elementary schools. In general, a site which can provide playground service for a pub-

lie school as well as for children of the neighborhood at large gives the community the 

greatest return on its tax dollar. 

The MASTER PUN FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL SI'l'ES proposes a system of 27 elementary 

schools including 14 new schools. Playgrounds would be provided at 20 of these schools. 

Six others would be served by playgrounds vrithin one or two blocks of the school sites. 

One school, John Howland, would be served only by its present limited play facilities, 

KENYON STREET SCHOOL. A playground 

should be provided here t:o serve t:his 

large school and the densely populated 

Federal Hill neighborhood. 

which are below playground standards. 

The beneficial services of a recrea-

tion Jrogram depen:i larga:zy upon the proximity 

and ccnvenience of the playgroum to the child. 

population it serves. Where the proposed 

schools are sanenha.t wi.de:zy separated and the 

population densities fairly high, there is 

good econo~ic justification for providing 

additimal playgrrunds in intermediate loca­

tions. Besides the 26 playgrounds near the 
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MASTER PLAN 

FOR 

PUBLIC ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL SITES .. .. ... 
EXISTING ELEMENTARY SCHOOl TO 8£ 
RETAI NED AND MODERNIZED 

NEW ELE M ENTARY SCHOOL SITE 

EXISTING JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL REC­
ONNENOED FOR ELE MENTARY USE 

NUMBERS PRECEDED IY •p• SHOW 
RECO NM ENOEO PlltiORITY Of NEW 
CONSTRUCTION 

OH.&RT F 

... 
12 
P·l2 
P·$ .. , ... 
P-1 
GW 
P-7 
P-11 
21 

\ 
""-. 

BERKSHIRE 
&ROAD STREET 
CHAPIN PARK 
DANFORTH 
DARTMOUTH 
O£XTEI't 
FOX POINT 
GEORGE J WEST 
HAllUC NESS 
HARTFORD 
JENKINS STREET 

""" \ 

26 
P· 8 
ll 
l6 
37 .... 
•o 
P-2 
P· l 
•l 
P-13 

\ 
\ 
I 
I 
I 

I 
/ 

/ 
I 

I 

\ 

LAUREL HILL AVENUE 
MASHAPAUG 
NELSON STREET 
REGENT AVENUE 
RESERVOIR AVENUE 
ROOSEVECT STREET 
SACKETT STREET 
SOUTH PROV tUPPER) 
SOUTH PROY (LOWER) 
SUMMIT AY[NU[ 
TR IGGS PARK 

22 JOH~ HOWLAJrtD •• VEAZIE STREET 
P·IO JOSLIN 52 WINOWill STREE T 
24 KENYON STREET ~(( •A>llO •c .. fOO PUILIC SC•~01~ MA.CM ·It>O 

I 
I 

~~uu [p[b&~ ~@~UVlJ~~~~@~ 

fP~@WO[Q)~~~~ ~ ~[)={]@[Q)~ 0~[b8~[Q) 

' ' 

66 

-· --

I 
I 
j 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

11" :: 



68 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Brightbill and Xeyer, Recreation, Prentice-Hall, Inc., New York, 1953 

Brown J. Lee, Planning for Recreation Areas and Facilities in Town and 
Cities, Federal Security Agency, Wishington, D. c., 1945 

City Plan Commission of Providence, R. I., Playgrounds and Play!ieldl, 
January 1953 

Dewey, John, Democracy and Education, Macmillan Company, 1916 

D. lh'eret1: 'llhelan, Providence City Government Pocket Manual, 1951-52, 
City Clerk, Providence, R. I. 

Emmett A. Rice, A Brief Hhtory of Physical Education, J.. s. Barnes and 
Company, Hew York, 1929 

Frankl, Paul '1.'., Machine Made Leisure, Harper and Brothers, New York, 
1932 

Bjelte, George, The J.dminiltration of Public Recreation, fhe Macmillan 
Company, Hew York, 1940 

Hutchinson, John L., Principles of Recreation, J.. S. Barnes and C0111pany, 
Hew York, 1949 

Liponetz, Ferd John, Recreation, Burgess Publishing Company, Minneapolis, 
1960 

Mayer, Harold D., Recreation for Youth, The High School Journal, April, 
1952 

Jleyer•Brightbill, Coumunity Recreation, D. c. Heath and Company, Boston 

KcCaft.ry, John L., Papers of the Late -- Superin-tendent of Playgrounds, 
City Clerk, Providence, R. I. 

National Recreation Association, Standards for Neighborhood Recreation 
Areas and Facilities, New York, New York, 1944 

National Recreation Association, Jrnow Your Community, Hew York, 1946 

National Recreation Association, Schedule for the Appraisal of Community 
Recreation, New York, 1951 



:-:· 

61 

Neumeyer, lfartin, & Ester s., Leisure and Recreation, A. S. Barnes and 
Company, New York, 1936 

Playground and Recreation Association of America, The Normal Course in 
Play, A. s. Barnes and Company, New York, 1929 

Prendergast, Joseph, Recreation, November 1, 1955, Providence Journal 
Company, Providence, R. I. 


