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SSERMON XIV,

Preached at the Opening of the GENERALL
AssemMBLY of the Church of Scotland,
May 20, 1790,

PsALm xxii. 27, 28.

Al the ends of the world fEall remember
and turn to the Lord : and all the kindreds
of the nations fhall worfbip lbefore thee.
For the kingdom is the Lord’s y and be is
the Governor among the nations.

THE Law of Mofes was confined, by
the terms of its promulgation, to the
land of Judea: and other fyftems which
have been embraced as divine, attempted to
enfure their fuccefs in fome quarters of the
globe, by an accommodation to local man-
ners, which prevented them from fpreading
to diftant regions. But the religion of
4 Chrift
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Chrift has all the internal charaéters of an
univerfal religion. It does not inveft the
mountain or the temple of one tribe, with
a fan@ity arifing drom peculiar ceremonies;
but' it iprefcribes that rational devotion
which is ‘the 'moft ' delightful, the moft
ennobling, the “moft natural, exercife of
the human powers; a worfhip in fpirit and
in truth, which all the kindreds of the na-
tions may, in every place, prefent with
acceptance to their  common Father.—It
does not deliver a {yflem of precepts fuited
to the exigencies of particular climates: but
it enforces, by motives peculiar to itfelf,
thofe great duties, which conftitute the law
written by God upon ‘the heart; and
which, in allfiteations, are good and pro-
fitable to men.—It does not imprefs the
feal of heaven upon opinions and preju-
dices, which belong ‘to a particular ftate of
fociety :  but it refleéts an unclouded light
upon doé&rines that are congenial to the
fentiments, the defires, and the hopes of
our nature; and it unfolds the only effec-
tual remedy for that moral depravity which

Zg the
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the children of Adam, in every age, have
felrand lamented.

“The manner in which the Golpel was
introduced, correlponds to thefe characters
of an univerfal religion.. Although the
Author 'of i, following out the plan by
which Divine Wifdom had announced his
coming, confined his perfonal miniftry to
the nation of the Jews, yet he vindicated
the rights of the Gentiles, by driving out
thofe .who polluted the only .part of the
temple of ]erufalem in which devout. men
of other nations were allowed to worfhip
the true God. . He often fpake not as the
Pmphet “of the Jews, but as the Saviour
and the L:ght ‘of the world; and before
he afcended to heaven,-he conﬁituted his
Apofiles witnefles to him unto the utter-
moft parts of the earth, and fent them
forth to make dijciples of all nations. By
the gift of tongues, he qualified them for
executing this unlimited commiffion ; and
hy. the. powers with which they were en-
dawed from on high, he accompanied the
words whlch he put into their mou\h with

" aproof
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a proof of their divine miffion underftood
by every fpeQator; fitted to roufle univerfal
attention, and fuflicient to overpawer thofe
confiderations of prudence and expediency,
which made men unwilling to embrace a
new religion. There is clear hiftorical
evidence, that the firlt preachers of the
Gofpel did fuch works, as their contempo=
raries believed no man can do, except God
is with him. There is clear hiftorical evi-
dence, alfo, that the religion thus attelted
was, within forty years after the death of
its Author, known in all the parts of the
Roman empire; that it had the effe@ of
turning thofe who embraced it from the
idolatry in which they had been educated,
to ferve the living God; and that ‘the
numbers who perfevered in attachment o
the new faith, became an ije& of atten-_
tion and alarm to’ the ‘flate. " Thele two
fadts, for each of which there is fcparate’
and unqueftionable evidence, illuftrate and’
fupport one another. The miracles done
by the apoftles, give a rational account of
the early propagation’of Chriftianity ;—the
meafure of that propagation, to which no

Lg human
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human means that were employed appear
to be adequate, becomes a voucher of the
reality of the miracles; and we thus dif
cern at once the reafon and the effeét of
that extraordinary interpofition by which
the Gofpel was introduced. When the
Father of Spirits, who, in the beginning,
revealed, by the works of creation, the
invifible things of God, makes bare his
holy arm in order to reftore the-comforts,
the inftructions, and the reftraints of true
religion, there is a likenefs in the two dil-
plays  correfponding to the fimilarity of
purpofe. 'That power by which the Firft
Caule gave being to all things, is recogmzed
in the miracles of the Gofpel: that voice,
full of majefty, which Pmceeds from the
Sovereign of the Umverfe, is again heard
to the uttermoft ends of the earth; and
with fuch autherity and energy does he,
who is the image of the invifible God, {peak
to his creatures, that the peaple remember
and.turn to the Lord.

After the Gofpel had, through the effi-
cacy of thofe means, bheen preached in all
the world, it was announced, by the cataf-

trophe
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trophe of that tribe from which it had
proceeded, as by a fign from Heaven, to be
the religion of all the kindreds of the na-
tions. The purpofe of a great part of the
New Tellament, is to reprefent the religion
of Jefus as that fulfillment of the law,
which every difciple of Mofes was taught
to exped. As ithis charadter of the Gof
pel implied that the peculiavities of the
former difpenfation were not to be perpe~
tual, the manner in which they were to
ceafe had been minutely deferibed by Jefus
before his death; and the early publication
of the Gofpels of Matthew, Mark, and
Luke, which put the Chriftians of =zli
countries in pofleflicn of authentic copies
of the prediion, prevented them from
behelding the event with the aftonithment
of ignorance. When they heard that the
temple, where a chofen race had for ages
prefented to the Lord of All a worfhip
unmixed with idolatry, was, in literal ful-
fillment of the words of Jefus, razed to
the ground, with vifible fymbols of Divine
power, they underfiood that this was the
conclufion of that preparatory difpenfation

* which,
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which, although divine in its origin, and
ufeful during the feafon of its exiftence,
became unneceflary after the age of the'
Mefliah commenced. The ceremonial law,
which required various folemn fervices to
be performed, in the city where the God
of Ifrael had cholen to place his name;
could not continue after the precin&®s of
their ancient temple were, by an edi& of
the conquerors of Judea, no longer acceffible
to the Jews. ~When the ordinances which
Mofes had impofed were thus effeGually
abolithed, the fpiritual retigion of Jefus
ftood forth to the obfervation of ‘the world,
clearly diferiminated from that Tocal (yftem:
the hour appeared to be come which ancient
prophecy had oblcurely intimated, and Je-
fus had declared to be near, when men
were no longer to worfhip at Jerufalem;
but the true worihippers, every one from
his’ place were to worthip the Father in
{pirit and in truth; and the meaning of the
fignificant words fpoken by the great pro~
phet whom God had raifed up among the
Jews, came to be underflood by all the
nauons of the earth’ who ~heard - them.
Other
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Other freep I have, which are not of this
fuld: them alfo I muft bring, and they fhall

bear my wvoice; and there fiall be oue fold

and one fhepherd.

When we confine our attention to the
particulars hitherto mentioned,—the charac-
ter of our religion, the manner of its
being introduced, and the cataftrophe of
the Jewifh ftate,—we readily recognize in
Jefus that illuftrious defcendant promifed to
Abraham, in whom all the families of the
earth were to be bleffed; that Prince of Peace
whofe univerfal dominion the prophets have
painted by various imagery, in whofz reign
the righteaus were to flourifb, and the know=
ledge of the Lord was to cover the earth.
But when we look beyond the deftru&ion
of Jerufalem, thefe bright views feem to
vanifh, and we mark with wonder and
regret, a firiking inconfiftency between the
fplendid fcenes which we have been con-
templating, and the fubfequent hiftory of
the Chriftian church. A religion, which
is certainly fitted by its nature, and which
appears to have been defigned by Heaven,
to bring fidings of great joy to all people,

was
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was for many ages defpifed and perfecuted’
by the powers of ‘the earth.  After it be-"
came the eftablithed religion of the Roman-
empire, its progrels among the Heathen'
was retarded by the divifions and corrup-
tions of Chriftians, For a long period, ‘it
was involved in the fuperfiition and barba-!
rifm of the dark ages. Since the revival
of letters, thofe philological labours, which
are of effential ufe for the clucidation of
i::_:npmre,' thofe ‘inveftigations of every
point refpecting the evidence of Chriftian-
ity, which the reafomings and the mif-re-
prefentations of its adverfaries required,
and thofe fpeculations and controverfies,
with regard to its peculiar doctrines, which
were the natural refult of the Ipirit of re-
fearch that accompanied the Reformation;
thefe objeéls, various and important, have
engaged fo much attention, and have ex=
pended fo large a portion of zeal, that the
greater part of thole, who are moft cordi-
ally attached to the interefts of Chriftianity,
have found neither leifure nor inclination
to apply any vigorous perfevering exertions
in ' communicating to dilftant regions the

truths
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eruths which they explain and defend at
home: and the rulers of Proteftant coun~
tries, occupied' with: the many interefting
objeds which demand thein attention in:the
prefent improved ftate of fociety, and con=
ceiving that they fulfill that part of the
duties of their ftation which refpects reli-
gion, by giving it the advantages of a
public eftablithment, have generally left the
propagation of Chriftianity in foreign parts;
without the effeGtual fupport of “govern-
ment, to accidental occurrences, or to pri=
vate efforts.— The fact accordingly is, that,
after feventeen hundred years, the religion
of Jefus is eftablithed in lefs than a fifth
part of theglobe. The faith of Mahomet,
which has been permitted to overfpread a
larger portion of the earth, retains undif=
turbed poffeffion of its conquefls: the reign
of fuperftition and idolatry is far wider
than the whole extent of Chriftianity and
Mahometanifm taken together; and the ob-
flacles to the further progrefs of our reli<
gion, arifing from the inveteracy of ancient
prejudices, appear to be fuch as the indo-

v lence
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Ience and avarice of Chriftians will never
furmount.

If our expeftation of this further pro-
grefs, were founded merely upon fpecula=
tions concerning the nature of Chriftianity,
or upon an inference drawn from the man~
ner of its being introduced, we might be
miftaken with regard to the meafure of that
effe@ which the Almighty intended; and
we might learn, from prefent appearances,
to corret the fond hope, which a benevo-
lent with for the improvement and happi-
nefs of mankind had created. But if this
expetation be confirmed by the langnage
of ancient prophecy, and by the declara~
tions of our Lord and his Apofiles, we
cannot doubt of its being fulfilled. We
pretend not to explain the means by which
the Governor among the nations is to carry
into cffedt the whele extent of his gracious
purpofe: but we know afluredly zbas the
word which procecded out of bis mouth fhall
not return do bim emply, but fhall accomplifh
that awhich be pleafith, and fhall profper in
the thing whereto be fends it : we have res

ceived,
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ceived, in the accomplifhment of thofe
prophecies which announced the appearance
of Chriftianity, and in the Almighty power
which overcame. the aobftacles to :its firft
gftablithment, the furelt pledge of all that
‘remains to be done; and we are able to
trace, in the adminiftration of zbat kingdom
awhich is the Lord's, various circumftances
concurring to eftablifh our faith in his pro-
mife, that all the ends of the earth fhall
remember-and turn.to the Lord. ‘

Thefe circumftances fall to be ftated not
as conflituting an argument, by which we
attempt to prove that Chriftianity fhall be
received by the inhabitants of every land;
for no argument upon this fubject could
go beyond conjecture, without the promife
of God. But they fall to be ftated as an
anfwer to the prefumption, drawn from
prefent appearances; againft the fulfillment
of that promife; and they may be arranged
in  the following order.

1. I obferve that, although:the Almighty.
may do all his pleafure by a word of his
mouth, he generally choofes to employ
means in accomplifhing his purpofes ; and

the
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the operation of thofe means is fo gradual,

as to admit of a progrefs, in which ope
thing not only paves the way for another,
but gives notice of its approach. In al]
that procefs by which food is brought out
of the earth, in the opening of the human:
mind from infancy to manhood, and in
thofe natural changes which affe& the fur-
face and the bowels of the earth, we profit
very much by marking the flow advances
of nature to its end: and we are not war-
ranted- by the analogy of any part of Divine
Providence, to cxped, in the communica=
tion of religious inftrudtion, that hafte,
whicli to our imaginations may appear de-
firable.

2. I obferve that as, in natural produe=
tions, thereis a time of maturity, to which:
all the preparation had tended, {o the feafon:
deftined for the appearance of the Gofpel,
which is called in feripture she fullnefs of
¢ime, was produced by a preparation of four
thoufand years; during which fome mea=
Aure of religious knowledge was gradually
diffufed throughout the world. By the
longevity of the patriarchs, the few fimple

doérines
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dodrines of that traditional religion which
exifted before the deluge, were tranfmitted,
through very few hands, for fixtcen hun-
dred years. Surrounding tribes derived
fome benefit from the revelations vouch-
fafed to him who is called the friend of
Cod; and if we attend either to the hiftory
of that people which defcended from Abra-
ham, their long fojourning in Egypt, the
fituation of that country which they were
deltined to inhabit, their conquefts, and their
captivities; or to the many inftances in
which a refemblance has been traced be-
tween the Mofaic fyftem and the religions
of neighbouring nations, we can hardly
entertain a doubt, that the Revelation by
which the Jews were diftinguifhed, was
a fource of inftrution to other people-
During the exiftence of this peculiar reli-
gion, there arofe in other countries a
fucceffion. of wife men, whole {peculations
expofed the corruptions of the eftablifhed
{yftems, or whofe laws gave fome check to
the excefles of fuperflition : while the pro=
arefs of fociety was gradually opening the
minds of a part of the human-race to

Aa receive
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receive the rational and fublime fyftem:
unfolded in the Gofpel ; and the revolutiong
of empire were infenfibly producing that
political ftate of the world, which was the,
moft favourable for conveying this univerfaf
religion, with eafe and advantage, to re-
mote countries, and to future ages.

3. I obferve that, in exaét conf’ormlty to
the view which has been given of the ge=
neral courfe of nature, and of the morat
education of the world, previous to the firft
appearance of Chriftianity, the partial propa-~
gation of it has already diffufed a Jarge mea-
fure of religious knowledge, which concurs
with  other circumftances in preparing the
world for its being univerfally received.

The Heathen Moralifts who lived after
the days of our Savioury difcover more
refined and confiftent mnotions of the
Deity, and more enlarged conceptions of
the duties of man, than any of their
predeceffors,  They profited by the Go-
fpel, although they did net acknowledge
the obligation; and their writings difle=
minated fome parts of its inftruétion,
although  they difdained to appear as its

minifters.
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minifters—The fagacious Prophet of the
Eaft went further. Avowing his reverence
for Jefus as a Teacher fent from God, he
ferupled not to avail himfelf of the light
of the Gofpel. The Koran inculcates the
unity of God, in oppofition to the idolatry
of the nations: it retains, amidft many
licentious maxims and much frivolous fu-
perflition, a part of the Chriftian morality;
and that accommodation to local prejudices
and vices, which degrades the religion of
Mahomet, but to which it has been, in
fome meafure, indebted for its fuccefs, may
thus be confidered as a ftep by which 1he
Governor among the nations is to lead fome
of them from the abfurdities of Paganifm
to the true faith.

When Conftantine embraced Chriftianity,
tholepartsof the thenknown world which the
Roman empire did not include, were very far
from deferving the name of civilized; and
many of the countries that have been lately
difcovered, arein the rudeft ftate of fociety.
But the converfion of favage tribes to a
fpiritual fyftem, is impracticable. Much
time is neceflary to open their underftand-

Aaz ings,
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ings, and to give them habits of induftry
and order; and it is by flow degrees that
they come to adopt ideas and manners
more polithed than their own. Although,
therefore, plans of national ambition and
commerce have tranfmitted to diftant
regions the rteport of bleflings infinitely
more important than any which are em=
braced by human policy, it cannot be a
matter of furprize to an- intelligent and
candid obferver of human affairs, that the
value of thefe bleflings is not inftantly per-
ceived, and that the precipitancy of vifion-
ary reformers has often been checked.  But
a continved intercourfe with the nations of
Europe, will gently undermine that fabric
which ignorance fupports: improvements
in art and fcience will enable the mind that
is now untutored, to rife to rational concep-
tions of the Deity: the errors of idolatry
will be rendered glaring by the approach of
the true light; and in the voyages and dif-
coveries of modern times, which make us
acquainted with the manners, the views,
and the interefls, as well as with the geo-
graphical fituation of all the inhabitants of

the
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the earth, there is a preparation, not per-
haps intended by us, yet fuch as the nature
of the cafe requires, for the knowledge of
the true God and his fon Jefus Chrift being
communicated to the ends of the world.

4 I obferve, in the laft place, that the
partiality, the delay, and the imperfeltion
in the propagation of Chriftianity, are fully
accounted for by the nature of thole human
means, which, without a fucceflion of mi-
racles, it was neceflary to employ.

Had the out-firetched arm of the Al-
mighty, which firft introduced the Gofpel,
continued, in all ages of the church, to
guard againft every abufe, and to: overcome
every obftacle in fpreading it through the
world, the order of human affairs woule
have been dilturbed, and the argument
from miracles would have been weakened,
becaufe the frequent returns of this ex-
traordinary interpofition would have con-
founded it with the ordinary courfe of
nature. The Divine original of the gift
therefore being ‘afcertained, the hand of
Him from whom it had proceeded was
wilely withdrawn; and human interefts and

Aa g paflions
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paffions were combined, by his al]-mﬁug-
Providence, te diffufe it in the meafure
which he had ordained. The pious zeal
of many Chriftians, in early or in later
times ; the vanity, ambition, or avarice,
which led others to fpread the faith of
Chrift; the wide extent of the Roman
Empire when Chriftianity became the efta~
blithed religion of the ftate; the fubfequent
difmemberment of the Empire by the inva-
fions and fettlements of the barbarous
nations ; and the fpirit of commerce which
has carried the defcendants of thofe nations
to regions never vilited by Roman arms;
thefe are fome of the inftruments that have
been employed by #he Governor among the
nations, In a-propagation thus committed
to human means, the heavenly gift' could
not efcape all contamination, from the im-
perfeé and impure channels through which
it was conveyed ; and we are not furprized
to find, in the long courfe of ages, which
- the operation of thole inftruments rcquired,
many corruptions of the faith once deliver=
ed to the faints. But the Divine fyftem
depofited in thofe authentic records, which

are
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are received by the whole Chriftian world,
although deformed in its progrefs by the
errors and paflions of men, broke through
the cloud by its own intrinfic light. The
firiking manner in which the prophecies
of the corruptions of Chriftianity have
been fulfilled, forms an important branch
of the evidence of our religion: the dif-
cuffions which thefe corruptions ceealioned,
have contributed very much to render the
nature of the Gofpel more perfeétly un-
derftood; and the tranfcendent excellence
of our religion becomes the more manifeft,
the nearer that Chriftians approach to that

{ftandard which their facred books contain.
Hence we perceive an important advan=
tage derived from the flownefls with which
the gofpel was propagated for many cen-
turies. In its rapid progrefs before the
deftru@ion of Jerufalem, the pure doctrine
of the Apoftles was carried, by themfelves
or their immediate fucceffors, through all
the parts of the then known world. DBut
had it fpread with equal rapidity in the
dark ages, all the abfurdities which at that
time adhered to it would have fpread alfo;
Aag and
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and fo univerfal a difeafe would hardiy have
admitted of any human remedy. It is now
purified from a great part of the drofs: the
influence of the reformation has extended
to Roman Catholic countries: the attacks
of unbelievers, by calling forth fome of the
greatelt mafters of reafon in defence of the
truth, have produced various illuftrations
of the evidences of Chriftianity; and the
application of found enlightened ecriticifm
is continuing to vindicate the genuine doc-
trines of Chrift, from fome of thofe inno-
vations which arofe, amidft the general
freedom of inquiry, from the rathnefs and
prefumption of human reafon., The go-
fpel will thus be communicated with lefs
adulteration, in a more rational and con-
vincing form, to thofe parts of the world
which are yet to receive the firft notice of
it; and the accefs which modern commerce
is opening to countries from which moft of
the ftates of Europe were formerly exclud-
ed, by correcting the falfe reprefentations
of our religion which had been given by
Popifth  miflionaries, may procure a freer
courle for the truth asit is in Jelus,

Thus
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Thus we have feen that that prefumption
againft the univerfal propagation of Chrifti-
anity ‘which has been drawn from prefent
appearances, is contradi¢ted by the general
analogy of the Divine government, by the
effe@s already produced, and by indications
of a tendency in natural caufes and cvents
to the completion of that gracious plan
which was announced from the beginring.
The leaft of all feeds, of which our Lord
{peaks in one of his parables, although
fown in an unkindly foil, and an unfa-
vourable climate, has become a great tree,
The poor, the captive, the flave, the wi-
dow, the fatherlels, the mourner; have
found fhelter under its branches. We who
dwell in the ifles of the fea, fit under its
thadow, and gather its fruit with delight;
and experience comes in aid of reafon to
fatisfy us, that it is not impoflible with
God to fulfil his promife, by fending forth
its boughs'to the uttermoft ends of the
earth. Our faith in this fulfilment rifes
fuperior to human obflacles; it'is inde=
pendent of the fuccefs of .thofe means
which men may devife; it rejeds the ufe

of
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of  thofe unhallowed weapons by whick
human empires are extended; and it veflg
in the declarations of feripture, with per-
fet aflurance that there are methods of
Providence in referve, by which all ke
kingdoms of this world fball become  the

kingdoms of our Lord, and of bis Chrifi.
How delightful to thofe who are ani-
mated by the true fpirit of Chriftianity, is
the profpet of an event fo aufpicious to
the beft interefts of mankind!  How pure
-the joy which piety and benevolence infpire,
in looking forward to'a time, when all the
children of Adam, recognizing their com~
mon origin, fhall be united by the know-
ledge of Him, who hath made of one
blood all nations of men, to dwell on all
the face of the earth; when the fentiment
of religion, which is charaderiftical of
man, fhall, amidft the diffimilitude of lo-
cal manners, exprels itfelf every where by
a pure offering, aleending, through the
mediation of Jefus Chrift, to the God and
Father of all; when an acquaintance with
the provifion made in the gofpel, for re-
ftoring the virtue and happinefs of the
human
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}uman race, fhall reach as far as the fruits
of the firlt tranfgreffion; when men fhall
be bleffed in Jefus, and all nations Shail call
bim bleffed.

While we are thankful to the Father of
Lights for the fulnefs and purity in which
the inhabitants of this happy ille enjoy the
advantages of the Chriftian Revelation, let
us afpire to the exalted office of being
workers together with Him in the great and
benevolent fcheme, by which he is gather-
ing his children ont of all kindreds and
tribes. - The minifters' of religion fulfil the
peculiar - bufinels of their flation, when
they recommendthe gofpel to the attention
and efteem of the world, by preaching its
dotiines uncorruptly, and by exhibiting in
their lives, a fpecimen of the divine power
of thofe truths which they preach. Men
of rank and influence aét in the fpirit of
true patriotifm, and of a philanthropy il
more enlarged, when they cherifh, by their
example, the refpect which the people en-
tertain for the religion of their country:
and the moft private Chrifiian, by dif~
charging the duty which Jefus requires of

him,
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him, and by forming his children to the
love of that religion into which they were
baptized, contributes, in his place, to main-
tain the barrier which the God of truth
hath ere@ed againft the progrefs of idola-
try and fuperflition. The public eftablith~
ment of Chriftianity is the light of the
world, and the virtues of Chriftians, by
making this light to thine before men, draw
them unto Jefus. ~When the fubjects of
the Prince of Peace appear clad in the
beauties of holinels, they difplay the glory
and the excellency of his kingdom. The
attraltion of virtue, that charm which
commands the heart of man, is felt by
every one who beholds the fruit of the fpi-
rit in all goodnefs, and righteoufucls, and
¢ruth; and the friends of Jefus thus pre-
pare for Him, a people who fhall be willing,
in the day of bis power,



