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THE SOCIAL V /■ L U E

OF T M E

CLERGYMAN.

- o - 0 -

'i'he specialization vzhich the Christian ministry 

demands is -ojiparalelled. The , functions of its office are 

performed in the highest realm knovzn to man. Its requirements 

call for the unqualified adherence of the will, demanding an 

unv/avering purpose based upon a deep, heart-searching convic­

tion. Its obligations pertain to the most sacred ordinances of 

life. Its duties are representative, on the one hand reveal­

ing the divine solicitude, on the other unveiling the depend­

ence of the human soul. Only in response to a special call 

would one presume to take up its duties,' or attempt to perform 

its obligations. For vzhoever hears that call must stand alone, 

with a perspective of this world which diminishes its propor­

tions, by relatin-g it to an infinite realm and opening for man i 

a future boundless career. i

In this representative position the minister as he 

stands in behalf of men performs the functions of a priestly 

office. Who before God in the presence of the congregation
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leads them in their devotion, voicin^i* their contrition in 

prayer, pleading for mercy in confession , and claiming Kis 

favor by promises of obedience.Or in his private devotions as 

an intercessor bears the interests of men to a throne of grace, 

laying vzith uplifted hands upon the mercy seat the iniquity of 

the human, heart and offering the holy aspirations of his own 

soul as a pledge for the unrealized good in his brothers.

The minister not only performs the function of a j 

priestly office in his representative position, but standing iri 

behalf of God he performs the function of a prophetic office, i 

Ilis own personal communion with God becomes the divine revela­

tion to the human heart, for by the exercise of his office as
- i 

interpreter his experience proves to be, not special to him, 

but possible to all. Kis duties are now social. He is diffus­

ing the life of God,revealed to himself, among men. From his 

personal touch he rises to social interests, a proper under- i!
I 

standing of which, in all their co 'iplicat ions, demands the | 

ability of a prophetic Seer. The trend of society and its pre-j 

dominating principles must be ever before him. The interests 

of society can never weigh heavily upon his heart unless he has

a clear perception of the value of tiie supremacy of righteous-
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iness an,; the subtle influeneos of iniquity. Then, with a 

idistinct appreciation of the social situation, he becomes the 

personification of the Christian conscience, the embodiment of 

the better spirit of the times and a prophetic messenger to a 

wicked and perverse generation.

In the prophetic office is found the social value 

of the clergyman. Primarily, as the interpreter of life, he 

stands related to the individual. The necessity for such an 

office is found in the problems and mysteries of life. In the 

working out of our destiny we are constantly embarrassed by 

problems vihich must be given an interpretation for the practi­

cal interests of life. Here the way of progress is often 

blocked,for destiny has a goal to which all the activities of 

life converge. Nothing will so dissipate these activities and 

throw the soul into a listless and indolent condition as the 

problem of destiny unexplained,or an experience unappropriated 

by life’s practical interests. The'mind cannot content itself 

in limitations. If it is denied the possibility of growth,by 

constantly facing seemingly ^insolvable mysteries, it falls brek 

upon itself and ceases to grow. It must be lead out. beyond 

itself to a i-ealnof infinite possibilities. With a divinely 

commissioned interp reter eym;y  el en/nt of ..bpd.*.s„ cre,ati.ou..f?,ll,s
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into its pi-opar pliace and fie rnind cotos to a satisfyctory un­

de nstandinf; of every fchin^; necessary for its f.'rov/th.

The individual .nature demands a satisfactory inter­

pretation of experience. The completeness v/ith w^ni ch this de­

mand is let determines the value of the prophetic office. 

Life’s experiences themselves are prophetic. Each one portends 

the coming of another and conceals within itself the likeness 

of its immedi-'te successor and the shadow of its innumerable 

progeny. Since experience is not an indifferent factor in the i 

destiny of life, but is rather the strongest element in its de­

termination, it becomes necessary that we understand everything 

’Which it presents and relate it according to its value for the 

progress and Retrogression of life.

The stages of life’s experience were intended to be 

progressive, from infancy and childhood, with their immunity 

from moral obligation and developy.nent of physical possibili- 

ties, to the age of adolescence, with its completion of rrowth, 

reconstruction and adaptation of parts to new functions and 

powers, when the moi’al vzill appears, with the consciousness of 

dG'-ierit and begins the struggle for the moralization of life; 

unto m.-nhood and old ai-.Q when the full powers are possessed and



a graducil awakening reveals the illimitable powers within, 

which make

- - prof.ress, man’s distinctive mark alone,

Isot Crod’s, and not the beast’s: God is, they are, 

Man partly is and wholly hopes to be."

3ach advancing step in these three stages has its manifold 

experiences, which demand an interpreter. The adolescent in 

trs Midst of liis strW'gles, with his changing physical nature, 

burdened with the consciousress of sin and overwhelmed by the 

mysteries of life, which press upon him in his mental change, 

needs, to guide him safely thraugh, the counsel of one whose 

insight into life is deeper than the human ideal,or ethical 

j conception and comprehends the fundamental significance of 

life’s experience in its relation to the eternal welfare of the 

soul.

It is in this stage we find the crisis of life. 

The pastor will prove his value to the individual unit of soci­

ety by safaly meeting the demands of this crisis. With his 

general hearing of self mastery, hi^h ideals and lofty thinking 

he can make himself of inestimable value to the youth, when the 

first consciousness of sin throws the soul into the gloom 

of self condemnation. And when the_siruggle begins to throw ■
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off this morbid consciousness he can v/ith his viise counsel tun 

the conflict into the soul satisfying endeavor for the rnorali- 

sation of life by showing that this continued period of the 

sense of guilt is the strongest call of God to a righteous life 

and that the physical and mortal changes are in the natural 

order of things preparing for a broader and more useful life.

With this interpretation of bis struggles and experiences, the 

adolescent gains a grip on life which lends patience and gives
;

full exercise to the better elements of his nature. Manhood 

finds him in possession of all his powers, vfhile he contains 

for society a heart full of sympathy for the weak and a con­

science strong in its condemnation of unrighteousness.

A healthy state of the individu-'l element in socie

is maintained by the constant influence of the man with spirit 

ual perception. The clearest discernmert of inoral and spiritu 

influences is not possessed by the mind taken up with the busy 

pl

affairs of this world. Only to him whose contemplation upon 

divine things.and communion with God has quickened his spirit­

ual perception do these forces appear in their true relation 

and nature. Upon the prophet must the individual depend for 

the interpretation of experience in the light of God’s far-



rec-c’dng purpose for the destiny of 'nan.

The value of the cleri-;yTnan to the collective element of 

society is prinnrily that of a messenger from God. As a pro­

phet thrilled with the impulses of diety he brings a message o; 

sup'reme worth for the times in which he lives. He is the em­

bodiment of the spirit of ¡,he times, he is as close to the 

heart of society as he is to God. Indeed he finds that the 

closer he gets to the heart of things the clearer becomes his 

vision. Ke is not dependent upon any subjective ecstacy. He 

looks not to his own nature, nor waits for the coming of divin 

impulses. The vzorld of men where God dwells brings to him the 

thrill of diety. In it he finds his atmosphere, his universe,- 

His religion is not personal tending ever towards rancid morbi 

ness, but glows with interest in the social life of his broth­

ers. Ke lives in the open air where the fresh breezes fan 

stagnation from his blood and thrill him with a call to life 

and li. ht. His message is never out of touch with events.

Vi .h proph' tic insight he reads written ixpon the heart of soci 

ety its great need. In the light of his understaiiding he be­

comes a fit subject to bear God’s message. He speaks because 

he sees. He comes not as an interpreter for he bears not tb.o
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which naeds no intarprotation. Fio speaks in no uncertain lanrr- 

uage, but burning with a deep conviction, he fearlessly per­

forms his mission.

The nature and value of his mes sage detemines the 

function of kis office. For ths nature of his message is de- 

ter'dned by the social conditions. It would appear, at first, 

that a message might be conditioned by the state of the heart, 

but a message to ths collective element of society is never an 

interpretation, which it must always be if bearing any value tc 

the heart life. Although God speaks direct to the human heart 

His prophetic message must he an interpretation of the Proph­

et’s own experience. The mode of procedure in the performance 

of the duties of his office is determined by the social condi­

tions. The three conditions of society disintegration, recon­

struction and developement demand respectively.warning, counsel 

ing and confirming. These are the determinant elements. They 

c?nnot he resisted by a responsive heart and the fineness of 

perception which co píete the requirements of the prophetic of­

fice, All other influences are inhibited. The power to choose 

an alternative see-ns to be denied. The mind chooses its course 

because it is dravm, rather than forced, to throw all of its
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powers into gaining one definite goal, io surrender to the pre­

dominance of one purpose, to the heralding, of one- message con- 

cieved hy a far reaching, heaven-born conviction.

The value of the prophetic messa¿^e depends upon its 

relation to the essential elanents of the social mind. The im­

material nature of society demands a spiritual point of view 

for its understanding. Although its material elonents have 

their value yet they do not comprise what v;e call society, VZe 

recognize a mental and physical nature. And as the body does 

not form our estimation of the man, so our great social values 

are based on spiritual considerations. When we pass from the 

individual to the aggregate v;e find diffusion of the mind of th 

unit. The emotional nature seems to form the nervous system, 

sympathy the means by vihich sensations are carried, aspirations 

and wants the nervous force, the will gives way to the social 

instincts, which control the natural Changos of the social or­

der, The demand for movements of the social body from the regu 

larly pursued course is met by some individual seizing the di­

rective povzer and becoming the will of the aggregate.

The social mind is maintained and performs its 

function by im¿*itation and suggestion vzhich are to it as sensa-
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is sustained at a maximum consciousness.. In order to pm due e 

conditions favorable for sugt’ostion, disaf/ï^regation of this cor 

sciousness must he affecte£^ This c n only be accomplished by 

personality. Since the intensity of personality is in inverse 

proportion to the number of ag^'regate men the demand for a 

disaggregated personality reveals ths pmphe tic messenger of 

G-od as an absolute necessity and supreme value for the directic 

of ?he social mind.

The ethical aspect of the social mind we call con­

science deals rather v/ith the general than ths details of ethi­

cal problems. In its activity it maintains an unstable degree 

of force, for the continuity of a high tension can only be sus­

tained by increasing, or ever changing the number of its relaté 

objects. It is primarily related to personality, for here onls 

can ethical responsibility rest, hot only is the possibility 

of its activity decreased in direct proportion to the submerg- 

ance of personality in the aggregate, but when violated it 

se.jks the person?lities of the group, or, one in whom the | 

elonentsjof leaders^-’ip are found and places responsibility. Thé 

The value, then, of the social conscience depends upon the ac-1 

tivity of a disaggregated personality, which, being free, acts 

^TOde.r-^.l.deas., ,.sugppe_s.t ed _,by. so_c ijil^-and_indixldua4,g_-^cp,ndjjgigns. 

Psi^CÂBlSÿj
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In the i.qidst of any impending social crisis it is 

th 0 providential plan to send a divinelj^ co -missioned personal­

ity, Yzho being free, is influenced by forces that cannot effect 

the aggregate body, but vzhich suggests lines of social activity 

to his untramneled conscience, vihich must be carried out, even 

at ths greatest cost to himself and society. This isolated 

personality by his claim of divine authority gains the attenticn 

of the social consciousness. He gives voice to its own thoughts

suggesting lines of activity; produces disaggregation, vzhich 

prepares the way for his message to raise the social mind to 

its maximum, where action only is possible. This opportune 

moment he seizes, and diffusing the thoughts v;hich thrill him­

self he usurps control, leading society to repudiate unright­

eousness and to stand consenting by while

The value of the clergyman to 

element of society is primarily that of a 

necessity for his office is determined by

her prophets are slain

the institutional

Seer. The value and

the immaterial ele­

ments of ‘.he social structure, . Although man as a social being 

is conditioned by a twofold environment, material ‘nd personall 

the essential element is that of personality, which operates ii 

the aggregate body, under the law of social solidarity. For
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society is not a body in the sdnse of an orfjanism, part fit­

ting to part and responding in the unwavering accuracy of 

law, but rather a result of preconditioning natural forces, 

by which the individual under the aggregative instinct adapts 

himself to an environment of personality. This associated 

life produces institutions, which are the result of psychical 

processes and manifest some particular end demanded by special 

combinations of mental forces. These institutions, in turn, 

become the means by which the mental processes maintain their 

continuity as social psychological elementSj
its 115

"U/nile the ins ti tuti on^re veals its true relation and 

value to society in its functional aspect. This value ethic­

ally considered must be sought for in a continuous history, 

for institutions do not reveal their >noral influence, until 

they have well established themselves, and even then, their 

ethical character may be so indeterminate, that the untutored 

mind is unable to pronounce upon them. Never-the-less a nat­

ural understanding of moral values is necessary for the con­

tinuity of ethical action and the'noral nature .demands that 

light be thrown upon the ultim''.te results of action before 

pror.ress is possible.
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Hot only does the psycholo^;ical b-sis of social in­

stitutions supply the necessity for the prophetic Seer, but 

the underlying purpose of society, found deeply rooted in 

man’s spiritual nature determines his supreme value. This 

purpose has as its aim the moralization of life^ whi ch pro­

claims the trend of society as progressive, the unit advanc­

ing by ideas, the aggregate by ideas embodied in institutions. 

For social evolution is not from one plain to another, as from 

base to summit, but rather by adaptation to nevr conditions end 

modifiertion for changing environment, through institutions. 

There must then be in society a progressive elsnent, which is 

ever increasing and finds in new conditions and environment 

its ever expanding life. The struggle through which the in­

dividual passes in moralization reveals this element. V/liile 

our moral freedom with its implication of possible evil sup­

plies the two elements for action, one the energy, the other 

the stimulant. For in any contemplated procedure vze h^ve tlie j 

choice of alternatives. The moralizing choice demends the 

strenuous life, causing a protest from the laterial nature, 

7/hich manifests itself in i.ho perverse vzill. Simply as a 

protest it remains a stimulant for action, wl-en it becomes 

the source, then evil results and the, protest of the^morah---



14

will becomes the stimulant. Tho altornation between the mora' 

and perverse will produces two currents of life in the social 

body demanding conditions and environment to w^i ch society 

must adapt and modify her institutions.

These currents of life produce respectively two 

social orders, the natural and moral. In the natural order 

instinct controls all procedure. The aggregative instinct 

adapts and modifies institutions to social conditions, workin 

with a purpose of sanitation, defecating the healthy stste by 

aggregating the unsocial elements, where contact, competition 

and localization will produce putrefaction, extermination 

and disappearance, Utility considerations then determine the 

value of an institution. If it meets the demand of the socia 

conditions its unmolested continuance is assured, for there 

is no call upon it to assist in changing the order which 

necessitates its existence.

In the moral order reason adapts and modifies insti 

tut ions to social conditins with a pui-po se of medication. 

The aggregative instinct still separates the unsocial element 

for sanitation but vzith a qu’-rentine purpose. For t lie moral 

order progresses by extenúetion rather then extermination.
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Tho sacrifice of the GnGr£;y and interests of the healthy for 

the diseased element is the moral process of inoculation and 

sterilisation, on the one hand, and regeneration on the other. 

In this order then ethical considerations determine the value 

of an institution, for the moral demands upon an institution 

are to serve ethical purposes by conserving constructive rnd 

regenerative forces.

Since in the natural order instinct is the controll­

ing power, the directive will asserts itself in the moral or­

der, And since the social will embodies itself in the disag­

gregated individual we must look for a moralizing personality 

as the supreme demand of the moral will. The social function 

of this personality is that of observing moral s¿Triptoms and 

conceiving remedial resources. As a Seer with penetrating 

perception infirmaties in '.he social body are quickly dis­

cerned and reported to the social mind. Adaptation and modi­

fication then, begin the work of correction and reconstruc­

tion through remedial institutions. The Seer then, becomes 

of value to the institutional element of society, in as much 

as he meats the demand for a disaggregated moralizing per­

sonality, whowith prophetic intuition discerns the portending
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results of 'noral forces and conceives f’ose institutions 

which will perpetuate a perfect unifornity in the social 

body,

'ihe clergyman in his threefold social value occu­

pies that relation where by society reaches its full develop^- 

ment in God. Paul tells us that the individual completes 

himself in society and society in God. The moralization of

i the individual is facilitated by the assistance of an inter-

! prêter of life’s experiences; it is achieved by the rational-

I izing of life’s forces; and completed by the unification of 

individual interests with those of society. The moralization 

of society is the perfect unification of its elements in God’s 

' twofold relation of intnanencQ and transcendance, by v/hieh He

Is -maintains the i7orld and directs its unfolding processes. In 
i . . • .

the accomplishing of this divine purpose God uses an anointed 

personality in whom He can embody the message of His trans- 

i| Cendant will i?nd in whom His immanent presence in the social

consciousness may find recognition. Thus incarnating Himself 

’i in a human personality once again may we hear the Master say,

"As my Father hath taught me, I speak,"


