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BU’s Opt-out 
Open Access Policy

Anna Newman, Open Access Specialist



Open Access Policy History

● 2008-09: OA Resolution
○ Repository created

● 11 February 2015: OA Mandate
○ Faculty, Deans’, University Councils
○ Implementation: My CV



BU’s Opt-out Open Access Policy

“Each faculty member grants to Boston 
University permission to make available 
his or her scholarly articles.”

Policy full text & FAQ: bu.edu/openaccess
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How does this work?



You author a work. You are the copyright holder.

Author/Luis Prado; Copyright/Shiori Kawada; Document/Tinashe Mugayi - Noun Project



You grant permission to others to use your work 
by granting licenses.

Author/Luis Prado; Copyright/Shiori Kawada; Document/Tinashe Mugayi; Approval/Chameleon Design; Person/David Garcia  - Noun Project



You sign a publishing agreement with a publisher and 
grant them an exclusive license. 

The copyright transfers to the publisher.

Author/Luis Prado; Copyright/Shiori Kawada; Document/Tinashe Mugayi; Approval/Chameleon Design; Book/???  - Noun Project



Under the open access policy, you grant 
a non-exclusive license to your work to BU. 

You retain your copyright.

Author/Luis Prado; Copyright/Shiori Kawada; Document/Tinashe Mugayi; Approval/Chameleon Design - Noun Project
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Scholarly Articles

● Writings created “without payment, for the sake of inquiry 
and knowledge”

● Journal articles, conference papers, working papers
● NOT book chapters, books, creative works, book reviews, or 

commissioned works



BU’s Opt-out Open Access Policy

“Each Faculty member will provide, at no 
charge, an electronic copy of the author’s 
final version of each article no later than the 
date of its publication to the appropriate 
representative of the Provost’s Office in an 
appropriate format.”



Final Author Draft (Accepted Manuscript)



How do you submit your 
final author drafts?



My CV

A single place for faculty to 
collect scholarly and 
professional contributions

Replacement for the FAR for 
2017 review cycle 

An easy way to submit OA 
articles



Opting Out

1. Opt out of immediate open access by putting an embargo on 
your article.

2. Opt out of granting BU a nonexclusive license by requesting 
a waiver. 



How does BU’s Open Access Policy help you?

● Allows you to make your article openly available without 
infringing copyright or researching publisher policies

● If you sign away your rights to your article, BU can grant you a 
non-exclusive license to use your work



Won’t publishers object?



What if a journal publisher 
refuses to publish my 

article because of the prior 
permission given to BU 

under this policy?



Does the policy apply to 
articles I’ve already 

written?



How does this policy affect 
my copyright to the work I 

create?



How will the 
publisher-formatted 

version of the article be 
linked to the final author 

draft in OpenBU?



Resources & Support

OA at BU: bu.edu/openaccess

DiSc: bu.edu/disc

My CV project: bu.edu/my-cv


