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PREFACE.

In view of the fact that this article is much longer,:
especially in its introductory part,than is ordinarily required

in a groduating thesis for the S.1.B. course some word of explan-

ation seems advisable,if not necessary. The simple fact is iLhat i
|
|

‘we hawe taken o much larger view of the matter than the HERE

fulfilient of the requi?ement# for graduation. QETERIOR ends
have been alloued to exert considerable influence in snaping
the work., Yoveover,the study itself,the collection of materials,
and the preparation of the paper have provsd so interesting and
fruitful that the desire naturally arose to preserve tihe enbirs
results in one consecutive, connectad form or whole. It is hoped,
therefore,that this larger outlook uill in no may vitiale or

negative the more immediate purpose of the effort,

F.i  Harvey,

Boston,April, 2909,




3 hupan kind. It involves the question of ran's nature end destiny,
? tosether with their accorpanyin¢ implications. RQays Professor Henry i
f C.Sheldon (System of Christiaﬁ Doctrine,p.282), "Imwortality, wrether
f viered as conditional or unconditional,is evidently an item of vast

| sionificance in estirating the didnity of the puran scul. It rakes aﬁ

| an ascendins pathway".

f defined,but as intelligence deepened and broadened and as the signif

gations assumed a -rore definite and direct form, While there was ever)
‘ !

A STUDY OF ETERNAL [1iE
AS BASED UPON THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS,
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~ 1.General,
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fhe subject of kternal Life is one of vast irportance to '
i

|

!

the GiPference between vanity ard priceless value whether its life i

to run ite course in a few days,or whether it is to go on for ever i

¥rom time immemorisl,it would seem,ren have gueried sbout.

the future,believing thst there is in man gomething which death does

N OO - SO / /

not end canrot touch. At first their ouestioninds were vadue and ill

o

]

jcance of the present life became more and more manifest,these intera

from the first,probably,at least an instinctive fee;inﬁ that there.
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was something beyond this life it was not till men became reflective
that the question;in any true sense,became a vital issue or anything [ .
approaching it. Then,as they took into consideration the durance of
the hills-"the everlasting hills"-so-called,the natural and instinc-!
tive desire of ran to perpetuate himself and his kind,together with l
the growing conviction that the yawning grave does not end all,they l.
began to dream and talk,talk and dream of the"happy flysian fields"
beyond‘death,as in the case of the Irdians and theif "happy hunting

grounds) end they hoped and ressoned,reasoned end hoped for the immorn

taliﬁy of the soul. But in spite of all their longings for a state,

a condition,a place or an experience beyond death that should offset

I all the untoward conditiors and éxperiences of this life and that I

should complete and crown the upward tendencies and strugdles for

A

d0od here,the ancients had no sure and satisfactory besis for posit-

[~

ing .an eternal and joy-crowned life hereafter. "kverywhere we have

found", says Pressense (Preface,p.8, Ancient Horld and Ciristianity), i
the soul of man soaring above the earth and aspiring after imrortal |
' I

life,crying cut for a God greater than any local and rational divin11§
ties and utfering bitter lsmentations hecause it failed to find that!!
ahich it sousht,and,while it perceived the good,was powerless to i!
' li

|

achieve it™,The vtrost light they had on the subject was as the flicé:
ering lisht of a taper. And thoush it be true that "Hope sprinds im—[

mortal in the human breast?,and thoush it be granted that hope is as

an anchor to the goul tossed upon the hillows of life's seus, hope,sas

such, however steadying and inepiring in ite effect,affords no ABSQ-




LUTE basis,or oriterion,upon which to build & conviction or lead to
a CEkTAIN apprehension; or,changing the fipure,though hope be the
Ulgst lingering light in the human bogom™ it "gheds no clear,decisive
ray upon the page of man's Future destiny,

Up to a certain point,too,philosophy seered to mark the way
with tolerable clearness,but beyond that point all was dark and dis-
concertiné The old philosopher was baffled,and after he had Jone his
utrost length bis words lacked the final suthority that carries con-
viction, Indeed,even the Jewg of the Old Testament tires,supposedly
the recipients of a divine revelation from God kad no. very clear and
definite apprebenclon of the [uture life. Few indeed are tbe pagsag esi

in the 01d Tectament that can unmistakably and unec01vocally be said |

to throw light on the question of a future existence,or to indicate- l-
rhat was the belief of the Jéws of that period in redsrd to it. deveri
theless, such expressions es "Han dleth and wgsteth gway; yea,rasn giv-
eth up the ghost,and where is he?" and “If a man die,shall e live
asain?® clesrly show us that they thoudht on these thinés and querledg
about them. Pertaps the most dePinite and illurinating passage in tr
entire Old Testament is thet of Daniel 12:2-3,-"And many of them that
cleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, sore to everlastind life,
and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise

chall shine as the brightnese of the firmament;and-they that turn

many to rishteousness as the stars for ever and ever",

This evidently belonds to & late date in that period and,




sados, Moreover,not ﬁill Jesus spoke had ahyone diven a clear,authori
tative staterent as to what Eternal Life is,and what really awaits
the soul after this 1life is over, Hore than that,even witﬁvthe teack
ing of Jesus before it and at its disposal the world has made very
little progress in regard to the matter till very recent times, And
while this is especially true of ren in deneral it also holde good

in redard to the Christian world. Up to a late day but little was

Il -said on the guestion. According to Professer Henry Drummond (Natural |
Law in the Spiritual Werld), not until recent years did tke vorld,in |
any deggggfggigrggg doctrine involved,vtter its voice on the matter,i
.; Till that time,svddests Drummoﬁd;éVen the Christian phildsdpher LET
| remzined content with the scientific evidence against annikilation,
or rad reasoned for & future life from the chandes (metamcrpboeee)
ingecte,or,finally,had constructed elaborate and impressive argurent
in behalf of a Ffuture existence on the law of continuity. "But now",

cays he (p.205),"we may draw nearer. for the first time Science touch

es Christianity positively on the doctrlne of Immortality. It con-

fronts us with an actual aef;nltlon of an bternal Life,based on a §
full and rigidly accurate exarination of the necessary conditions", |
Nos the definition to which Professor Drumrond refers is E

t.hat pfven hy Herbert Spencer,and is as follows: "Perfect correspong- i
ence would be perfect life. flere there no changes in the envivonment!
but such as the organism had adapted cFantes to mect and vere 1t 1
é

never to fail in the efficiency with which it met them,there would b

|




eternal existence and eternal knowledge™ Principles of Biology,p.88)
Whether this definition,as such,is to be considered as com-
plete and satisfactory as Mr,Drummond seemed to redard it iz a matter

of serious question, Personally,we should regard it as a tolerably

clear and full statement of the CONDITIONS necessary to fternal Llfe

{ rather tban a satisfactory definiticn of ‘what that life is, Foreover

while it rmay seen like a fine point,if not actuvally bordering on ovez

scrupulousness, the deflnlhlon is favlty in that it makes no prov1¢1o

for the PFRMANENCE of the environment- an element clearly and indis-
pensably essential to fternal Life. It makes provision for every cas
t of chande in the environment so long as the environrent lasts;but‘

ghat about it if the envirconrent should cease altodether? In that

I case,life,by the terrs of the hypothesis,rust cease too, If this cr:fiv

jcism be just there yet reraing but one definition only,so far as we?
%

know,before the rorld, narely,that diven by dJesus Cbrlct In any case

this is the only one wblch from the Christian v1em-p01nt can be calle

authoritative,and this one wre shall consider presently. Leanwhlle,lt;

seems pertinent to remark that lr.Spencer's words are no insidnifi-
cant utterance on a subject of such profound interest to mankind, In:

some respecte it may be regarded in the light of an impertant contr

hution alike to scientific and religibus thouﬁht. But, when we turn ti

jtative utterance on this mozt profound sthect so profound that wme

almost stand aphast as we think of it and of what it involves, even

a
i |
 the words of Jesus,as we have intimated ahove,we find the only autborf
|
i
E

when cons1dered in 1ts Iowegt senge- that of everlaqt ngness,or eter

;
i

i
i




! the matter.

! teaching it may not only be perflnent to conQ1der one or tLwo dl?flcu‘

nal existence. Mfho,therefore,is competent adequately to define or to
describe it? Surely no one hut God Himself its Author and Giver, At
best we can but touwch the frinde of the anestion,to get but'a glimpsq
of His m=anind,and so but partially understand whatt fternal Life ie,

And yet,with His aid and blessing,we way fairly hope to add something

2.Difficulties,

I
. . - I
to our little stock of knowledse by a cereful and prayerful study of
i
|

But before we take yp formally the positive side of Jesus' é

r

ties in the way of a clear vnderstanding of the matter but sueh con-i

siderationd ray help prepare the way for 2 rmore intelligent apprecia-

tion of these dlfflcultles and for a clearer vigion of the truth and{
facts in the carse. !
That fternal Life,in its essence or constituent nature,is nd
simplé eacily corprebended thing is clear freor a consideraticn of }
what we call simple 1ife, %ho can tell us in precise terms what 1ife;
is even in its cimplest forxs? lake,for inétance,tﬁe undi?feﬁentiatsé
simple-celled amoeba~ the sirplest of all orsanigre -whose bedy is
corvosed of a mase of naked protoplasm,that on the outside beind ealié
led ectoplasm and that on the inside -a rore fluid substance- beind
known as entoplasm,but the two pass imperceptibly the one into the

other, And yet,extremely simple ss this ordanism is,it is different

from mere matter,and by "mere ratter" we mean dead matter,for,in its




ing,flowing,and ever chansing the form of the animal;thus indicatiﬁg
the fundarental,physiolosical properties of (1) Contractility, by

which motion is cffecteé; (2) Irratsbility, or tre power of being af-
fectgd by éhanées or stiruli ard of responding to them; (3) Hetabol- |

Thus there is an impassable Sulf hetween even the simple amoeba and

|l 1ifeless ratter,for,gc far es dcience has yef been able to discover,

life cannot spring from énything except life. There is no such thing |

; say'that one is alive and tre other dead,furpizhes no insight into

l
!
i
|
known a8 "spontaneous gSenerstion”. Eut what makes the difference? To!
1
l

the nature of life itsell.'%e are as much in the dark as ever so far
as the real essence of life is'concerred.

Or take snother illustretion. Weiunderstand that it is pos-

I sible for the expert chemist to make s grain of wheat that so perfectt
| 1v resembles the real kernel as alwost to "deceive the very elect”,

I It has the same constituent physical and chemical elements,the sare

form,the same %feel™ and the ssme weight. Nevertheless,what a vast
difference there is bectween the artificial and the reall Flaced in

the soil,the one perminates,drows,and myltiplies,while the other m

|
z
1
]
i
i
|
|
ristt rerain thore 8 million years without the least si®n of any of i
these manifestations., The one is living,the other is lifelese. You 1

. i
canaot SkE the life in the one any rore than in the other. Then why %
does the one éerminate and the other not? The difference cannot bhe 1
determined hy chemical analysis,for as soon as one bedins to analyz !

cherically a livins orsanism life is no more.




Again, thongh science has deterrined a few things which are
of interest and perhaps of some practical value in redard to the mat-

ter in hand,such'as the fact that the distinctive and distinﬁuishing

E ical composition,its power of waste,repair,and drowth,and of reproduc

I tion; such as the fact that the same elements enter into the composi-
; tion of both livins and lifeless matter,that is 'to say,"living matter
3 containg no material substance peculiar t@ iteelf,and that every ele-
f ment foﬁnd in living ratter may be found also,under other circum-~
é stances,in lifeless éatter“(SédgwiCk and flilson,General Biology,p.3);
; aﬁd finally,such as the fact that,whatever iife may be as to its es- '
, sence,iﬁ has no weight,at least that seems to be the consemsus of
; ecientific opinion,tbe clairm of a few to the contrary,notwithstanding
5 "Phe total weiéht of the lifeless products is exactly equal to the
| weight of the living substancé analyzed,and if anything has escaped
? at death it is imponderable,and having no weight,is not material® .
i (Sedswick and Wileon,as above); through science furnishes thus much,
i jt has scarcely touched the real question, The problem is still un-
T solved; the question of questions as ﬁo the inner nature of life is
yet unanswered. We call protoplasm the "physical hasis of life™, we
refer to 1ife ss a "vital fluid",as a "vital principle",and speak of
it as the “"principle of 1ife" and that is about s far as we seem to
be able to det. What it is in its essential nature we are apparently |
unable to determine. And the difficulty is increased rathér than les7
!

sened es we pass from the simplest orpanism to the most complex,-from




~sion and the rewards of a good life end these of an evil life,in no

the amosba to man, Hence,there is fitness,irony and pathos, it seems
to me,in Socrates' words to his ememies: "You may bury me- if you cen

catch me",

3.kternal Life a Distinctively Christian Doctrine,

i
H
i
)

Coring more particulerly to the ouestion itself we ncte tbat
kternal Life in itg restricted sense,s
ly a Christian doctrine. It is neither a plea for the imrortality of
the soul,as such,nor 8 staterent of thst doctrine. And while erong
various peoples st different periods,and in diverse reli?ions,much

has been made of the idea of a life beyond the grave,or a continna-

case has "fternal Life" been set forth elcerhere or at any timpe in
the precise sense in which it is given in the Newr Testament,

| #e wish to point out also in passing that,while we sre not
unreindful of the fact.that there is some serious guestion as to whetﬁ‘
er Jesus ever vttered the words atiributed to Himr or,3t least,in thre
precige form in wnhich ﬁhey are siven,whetrer they are not coloréd by
the personality of the respective sriters,se are not concerned wmith

that question here, %o acsume,therefore,that the words sre the nords |

of the Master,and substantially at least in the forp reccrded, Furth{}
il

erncrre, inagruch gs the expression in Jokn 17:3,"Mnd this is life ete

nal,that they might know thee the only true God,and Jesus Christ,w

S
. W

thou hast sent", seems to constitute the center and circumference,the

»

core and pith,-the very essence of Christ's teaching on the matter inj




. . -

hand we have made those words our basis- our startint-point and goal-
il at the same time comparing, testing and substaﬁtiating ther as we o
alongd. |

In view of the difficulties incident to an insight into the
nature of simple llfe (if for convenience' sake we may use that ex-
I pr6831on) we do not wonder that men have-misapprehended- have become
| baffled and confused in regard to lkternal Life,nor is the difficulty
| at once and for ever rémoved by the words before us, To the uninitiat
4 ed and to ﬁnfamiliar ears, as é definition of fternal Life they must
f Eave seemed both strange and striking, lndeed,even for the familiar
eye and ear of today they have not wsholly lost treir strange and
striking character. They are unicue, They stand alone,and in a class
by themselves, Threre is nothing liké tham,so0 far as we knew,in all
the literatures of the world. And yet,bow simple! Hew direct! Znd how
; profound! Their full irport cannot be draeoeo in an instant. But as

Il their meaning unfolds,new v1<tas and new visions appear and new bea“ﬁ

i

ties lenp forth,charming and entrancing the loyal, yearnind soul, ard}‘
i

pointing to undreaped of experiences of joy and blessing and g¢lory in

§f the Great Beycnd.

I, fternal [iife an Fternal Knowing,




the ¥ishty, Majestio God- afar off. lven now His name is the ineffable
|
!

unspeakable name. And though,through the influence and teaching of

"the prophets,the immanence or nearness of God and the possibility of

entering into personal relatione with Him had been impressesd upon

their minds,as yet the people were hardly prepared For the ata*ementi

of Jesus. That statement was too deep,too ethical,and too spiritual i

for them:it was reaily beyond their accustomed mode of conception.
| Moreover, fror the view-point of their past training and present out-
look,we"should conclude that they would expect emphasis to be placed
on DOING rather than on knoming,as such, Except in the case of a few

I
!
!
|

redeering instances,their relidion was sumred up in externals- in‘tra:
ditionaliem'cefe?onialiqm and the washing of hands,elc, 3%% ggg{d ratJ
urally expect a definitive terwlnolody that was more or le°s in con~ i
fOrity with their relisicus life ang practise, [bey had the forn w1tq
out the powar,the shadow without the substance. The elerents of s I
true reel vital living relision were lacking, .Hence,both from the I
practicsl and conceptual viewm-pcint,they were unprepared for the def %
ipition of fternal Life as given byAChrist That it must heve gceﬂeol
strange to them appears sleo from the disciples’ view of the kingdom ||

£

i
|
j
of Cod on earth -a view whlch savored of the waterlal the vigible, thé‘
{
ostentatious,of .worldly splendor and plory,rather than of the inner, |
: i

the ethrical,and the spiritusl.

Bbp not more stranse,possibly,did the statewent appear to

today. To ascertain the view of the so-called masses,or the view of

i

|

l

|

il

|

i

|

!

!

| | |
them than it does to a dreat many,if not to the rajority of people, ’
¢



people in general,in redard to the nature of pternal Life the writer,
on one or two occasions,has employed various means; and while these
attempte bave not been sufficiently prolonded por the area covered

sufficiently extensive to warrant anything like & conclusive,déﬁmatic
gtterance,it is trve that,throush all the mesns employed and for all |
| the areas covered,bhe has reached the conclugion thst the prevailing
jdea of fternal Life is that of eternal existence,or everlastingness,

i under eternally happy conditions. This being so,people almost siand

¥
H

Il aghest snd pessibly think we are teaching some new and strange,if not
| heretical,doctrine when we call sttention to the sords of Jesus and
to their real significance.

And here at, once arises the guestion as to what IY their
|

REAL sidnificance, Wuat is meani hy KHCHING the Wather and Jesus whom|

the Wather had sent? Clearlv,in view of Jesus' words to Prilip, "He
! that PFath seen me hath seen the Kather” it is not such a knowledse ag

I is implied in were seéind,or common-place acaquaintanceship,for many

| pad seen Jesus face to facs and in the Flesh and yet were not the po

historic personage- with His life and activities,with His pedidree
and ancestry- a mere head-knowledde of historic fact,if L may so ex-
press it,for here asain Jesus conld address many,who were doubtless |
‘fully acquainted with all these facts,as "atiff-necked","liars", and

a3 "children of their father,the devil", Nor is it,moreover, knowledge




in the sense of INTELLACTUAL assent to the existence of Cod or to th
historic fact of Christ's Incernetion,life and death as the Saviour
of men- the mere intellectual conviction of the reality of. Cod and of

the Divine Ronship of Jesus. It is a deeper,more intimate and more

gpiritual knowledde than that, It iz tbhe knowiag GCod the Fatter in
His sole suprene tajesty,as the God of love snd rercy,and Jesus Lbr1~
as the hevelation of Gcd,as the comnicgiored Mesgender of God to ren,
and as their personal Saviour- e knowing ther in the deépest,truest,;
fullest sense of a heert tc heart Finship,a fellowship cf cplrlt ?lth
spirit,

The distinction between the varidus kinds,or drades of kpou~
ing,isboften'indicyted,and rightly £o,in our daily conversation. Somé;
Q one asks us whether we are acouainted with or kncw Mr.fc and 2o, and
we reply,"No",adding,"l have BEEN him,or,"I rave MET him,but I do not
KNO¥ him" Moreover,we all knowx that it soretimes hapr ng that two peﬁi
sons, for instance, are in each other's company for years without hecoéf
ing really acouzinted with each other, Trere sre subtle workings of |

the mind 3nd deep-seated movements of the soul in the cne which 2re

in such a case,there is not thc unburdening, the unhosoming; there is@:
not the community of thousht and purpose,and the knitting of heart téi
heart,soul to soul,life to life,implied in the truly knowind God the |

f'ather and Jesus Christ His Son. This,in ite fullest senss,is verily




I ure. In other words,Jesus shows us that life,in His use of the terr,

| is ethical end QUALITATIVE rather than ouantitative,that in that sen

T tative, Thig truth is well-expressed by Shailer Mathews ('he Church

f and the Changing Ofder,p.BO),"For tbe Kternal Life of rhichk Jesus -
; the present life of God within the tumen soul- deathless becavse He
| and Hig Son Jesus Christ.

| su??ested,in.part at least,by our osn maxim,"Seeing is believing",

| still,by the statement that to see (know) Jesus (and God throush Je- ||
| gtatement which is substantiated by the words of Jesus Himself in va
E' rious connections,for Heé said,(John 6:40)"And this is the will of hi

!l may have everlasting life:and I will raise him up at the last day"™; !

though the slement of time and quantity iz not ntterly lost sight of
or rejected,the emphasis does not fall on it. Eternai Lifs,in the

nature of the case,is everlasting or never-ceasing,bhut it iz everlasty
ing becavse of its ethical,spiritual nature rather than because of

the remcval of any temporal limits or the setting sside of any meas-

Ry I,

|
cr s s . . L . g
it i irrespective of time,and that it is eternal because it IS quali

spoks and wbich He revealed is more than continued existence, It is

Asain,the significance of knéwledge in this connection is
when that expression is nsed in the truest and best sense; or,better |

guss ig to love Him,and to love Him is to cohey Him,-resulting in the

possession and consciousness of His love and 1ife within the soul-. s

i

=1

that sent me,that every one which seeth the Qon,and helieveth on him,

f




(John E:2a4)"Werily,verily,l sav unto you,He that teareth my word,end
believeth on him that sent me, hoth everlasting life,snd shell not
come into condemnation:bui is pecsed fror death unto life";and (John

14:21,23)"Hle that hath wy commandments,and “eepeth them, ke it is that

loveth me:and he that loveth me shsll be loved of my Father,snd I wil
love tim,end will menifest myself to him...Jesué-answered and gaid

|
|
unto him(Judas),If a man love me,he nill keep my words;and my Fathert

i
will love him,ané we will come unto him,and make our abcde with him“.?
It was by raking known to them this Cod,and thus slorifying tre Fatﬁ%.
that Christ"save men eternszl life",snd "the life he gave consisted inj
and was maintainéd by this knowledse, dut to the knowledse of the -

Father the knowledse of 'him whom thou didst send,Jesus Christ’, sas
necessarﬁ" algo,as is shown by Jokn 1:18 and 14:6,respe3tively,-”ﬂo
man hath seén God at any time; the only bedotten Son,which is in the |
bosom of the Father, he hath declaréd hin.,.Jesus seith unto him(Tbom%
i

I am the way,and the truth,and the life: no man coreth unto the #ath{

er,but, by me". ;

An illvetration of the kind of knowledde irplied in Jesus'

relation between knorledge and the right cr virtue. He teught thet to
know the good or right was to do it freely. Of course he did not‘mean?E
knowledse in the sense of a mere passing plance}a girple recognitiopé
of the right,or a bare intellectuel assent thereto,but in a truly |
VITAL and HEALIZING sense of the right. At any rate,it is cnly in tbé

sense that we could accept the teaching. And whatever,on general or i




gpecific principles,way be said against Socrates’ tezching on this

point we rerard it ag a fairly adequate illustration of that knowledg
of God the kather and of Jesus Christ which constitutes Eternal Llf@J
a knowledge which issues in a cloge personal reslizetion cf God in |
His Fatharly character asnd attributes,snd in Hig kindly glory and !
Sovereign Majesly,of Jecus as Friend,tlder Brother,snd Hedeemer,andA!
of tre Loly Grost as Guide and Comforter, It is the lovingd conterrplal
tion of,and the free partiéipation in,tre divirely naturel buot euprerrg.
manifectation to ran cf tre divine life and love- the key tc the who1y'

rederptive econcry end the source of all the hlessings that core to,{'

ipan,bot} in this world and the world yet to be. And on man's part,it

js his love to Cod shich,so to spesk,re-schoes the divine love to hinj
(e love him becuuse he first loved ue),constitutes his most vital l'
bond of union with the Fternal and leads to and promptc that oh601en;“
of heart ang life xhich i the prcof of love's existerce,and cof the

man's sonship and heirship to fternal Life.

I1. Fternal Life an Fternal Relationship.

reans or process a little farther,ve see that fternal Life,as tsusht |
by dJesus,is 8 life of eternal relationship. That is’Eternal Life is

[
I
I
i
|
|
A |
Secondly, to differentiste this realizing knowledge as a m E
1
i
|
LELATIVR and not ebsolute,dependent and not 1ndependent. It is in noi
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sense an PanfV,OP substance, thst may be divided or parcelled out, The}

jden of lumpishness is utterly foreign to the true idea of Kternal

[,ife as oualitative and spirituvel,as is als? the notion thst it is




Horeover, to chande the point of view gorewhat and yet retain esfsenti-J
ally the same content,never will it come to pass that those, vho '

‘through their knowledge of God and their personal vital mystic union

with Him by Jesus Christ have become the blessed possessors of spirit
val life,will become independent of God. Tre Finite con never hecomei
infinite; the dependent will never be independent, This is stfongly !
put by Dr.Powne (Metaphysics,p.242),"No finite thing has its exist-_!
" ence in itself. A finite thing has its existence only in dependence i-
| on_the infinite,and in relation to otrer members of the system,..The
full and corplete notion of existence is realized onl& in the absolutp
and'iﬁfinite intelligence™, To suppose ctherwise would be an obvious
@ | violation of the law of the sufficient reasﬁn and utterl& contrary
to our rational derands for unity,for in the case supposed we should
ultimately have a vast nuzber of infinites and a dreat multitvde of
indspendents, This violation cannot be allowed on the grounds of rea{i
son any more than on the basis of Christ's teaéhing. Hence,neither |
the possessor of spiritual life nor the life possessed can ever be
anything apart from Him who is their orig¢in,their consummation,and

I their crown. fiternal Life,therefore,in its temporsl aspect implies

indicated between the infinite and the Pinite,between God and man,
hetween the Saviour and the saved. To suppose thet relstionship to
ceése ig, in the lisht of what Jesus has taudht and of what the rea- |

son of the case demands,to suppose the total cessation of spiritual




life in the case of the human soul,

This relative charscter of ternal Life is set forth under
two aspects in the teaching of Jesus,-the human and the divine. Un
the divine side the relative character of tternal bLife is'shown by
the use of the various figurative titles which Jesus assumes and by
the distinctive claims in regard to the matter which He makes for

Himself in conjunction with the father. Thus He cpeaks of Himeelf

(Jobn 15:4- 6) az the True Vine-~ the source of both spiritual life ano?

and I in him,the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without re ye canfu
do nothins, If a nan abide not in me,be ig cast forth as a_branchfanq;
ig withered?(2) as the Living Bread,by the eatin® of which we "shallé?
live‘for ever*(John €:51,67),"1 am the livins bread which came down
. from reaven if any wen eat of th1¢ bread, he srall live for ever ..A

a the living Father rath sert we,and I live by the kather; so ke that

eateth me,even he sh2ll live by re){See alsc Jobn €:35,80,88); (3) 3~g

2:5; 12:36,36); (4) as the Door to Life (John 10:9),"1 er the doer: L
by me if ény man enter in,he shall be sdved,and shall ¢o in and out, |
and find pastureﬁ (Cf.also 10’2 10-11,14); (5) as the Way and the Lié;
Life,without which men could not come to the Father (John 14: u)




‘dle", (7) As the Giver of [iife (John 10; 27-28), "ty sheep hear my voic

and I know them,and they follow me: And I give nunto them eternal 11f

(See also 5:25,28,4); €:47,68; and 17:2); (8) As the One whose His-

Il sion was to bring to men the iore Abundant [ife (John 10:10),"1 ap

antly", .

On the human side the relative character of Iternal Life is

| indicated in the teaching of Jesus in connection with faith, love,an? %

obedience as the eXpPPQSIOH of the attitude of men to the Divi ine be-

ing. Thus (1),it is By the Fxercise of FALTH that men becoré saved,

Hoses lifted up ‘the serpent in the wilderness,sven so rust the Sen oﬁf
man. be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in kim should not perish, i

but have eternal 1life. kor God so loved the wmorld,that he fave bis

| only begotten Son,that whosoever believetb in him should rct perish,

but have everlasting life”,(See also John €240; 11:25,26; ani 1“:36,§:

f‘44,4b). (2) By man's LOVK to the Father and Son theve is insured to

him the love of hoth the KFather end the Son- thre source and inspira-|
tion of kternal Life to frail,sinful mortals -and their shede pith

h1m. And wh1le man ]ove for Cod 19 hur tbe return of Lod' love to_,




him (for "we love him because he first loved us™),in & sense it is
the appropriating condition and means of Gternal Life,if,indeed, it if
not the VITAL Factor therein. Thus Jesus says (John 14:21,23),"le

that hath my cormandments,and keepeth them, he it is that, loveth re: i
and he that loveth me shall ba loved of my #ather,and I w#ill love hix

and will manifest myself to hlm...lf % man love re, he will keep my

our abode with him™; and a¥ain{Jokn 16:27),"For the Father himself

ou ) ' . )
loveth,becavse ye have loved me,and have helieved that [ came out

fror God™,(See also John 8:42; 14:15,24; 21:15-17; Mark 12:23-31;

i
gords: and my Father will love him,and we will come unto him,and makﬁ
|
I}
|
g

Hatt.16: 26 &f.Luke 9:24; datt,12:2) cf /park 10 za-na) And (7). By higf

!
OBFDIFNCE,under normal conditions,man PHOVES beth tre t'xisterce ang I
Qincerity of his love for God, Hercejobedience ig better than sacri- i
fice"a thousand times cver and is most acceptanle to the Creat ﬁatbcq

above, On this point Jesus' words arz{John 14:15,21a),"1f ye love re,)

—::l_-

reep my commandrents....He that hath my commandrents,and keepeth them
he it is that loveth me"; (John 15:12-14),"This is my comrandment,

That ve love one another,ss I have loved pou. Greater lovs hath no

=t T ——

]

man than this,that a man lay dosn bis life for his frisnrds. Ye sre r
ffiends,if g2 40 wbétSoever I comrand you"; end (John R:51), "Verily,
verily,l say unto you,If a ran keep my °av1n¢ he ghall never Qee
death"™; (Ree also Jokn h'2n,d9 A): 10:27; 12:35; MWark 12:22-30 and
Mark 10:22-50).

So, recalling Herbert. Spencer's statement in redard to the

conaltzons neceﬂqary to bternal Life, nanvl" environment and a perfee |




correspondence therewith, and applying it in this connection we have
God as the soul's spiritual envibonment; and as an ever improving
correspondence with that environment on the part of men,under health
ful and normal spiritual conditions,we have his developing Fsith,
Love, and Obedience.

As to the continued function of thesge in the after life~ th

life in the other world -there can be no cuestion in regard to the

H
last two,rarely,love and otedience, but there may be concerning faithj

especially faith in its initizl and ﬁeceptive sense, for we are told 3
that then "faith will be swallowed uwp in sight",that whereas non we E
see as throvgh & ¢lass darkly,then "we shall see face to face and :
know as we also are‘known“. !evertheleos in tke dceper, if not Iarder':g
senca of TRURT and CONYLLLNCE, falth vill still have its part to play ?
in the soul's corréspondence #ith its spiriteal ervironrert, for t?eﬁ
will still be @ great throbbing Heart to trust as well as a Beins to |
love and 2 %ill to obey. RELATLIVE,therefore,rust ever te the connec- i
tion between the Saviour and the saved and,by consequence, RELATIVE

rpust be the life possassed by the latter.

[Il. #terpal Life an fternal Arpropriation.

|
]
i
Arizing out 01 this notion of the relativity of Ftiernal Llfef
i
and suddested by it is a third phase,implication,or meaning of kterna

Life,as taught by the iaster,namely,that fternal Life 1mplleQ an etert
|
nal appropriation- an appropriation of all the divine life and bles- |

sing that make man's spiritual life and its continuation possible,




This phase is & vital one and receives special stress in John 17:3,

according to Plummer, who says,"it is the appropriation of the knom-
ledge that is emphasized", Our immediate task,therefore, is to show
how far this idea corresponds ta the teschins of Jesug or how far it
leditimatsely grows out of it, ‘ -

In John 4:14 Jesus says, "But whosoever drinketh of the wate i
that I shall give him,shall never thirst; but the water that l ghall !
give blm shall be in hir a well of water sprinding uwp into everlact i
ing 1ife". Here the appropriation 1s expressed by the word "drlnkethﬂ{
end the result by "in him & well of water springing up into everlaetji
ing 1ife". SLill more deflnltely and forcefully is this phsase of our |
A diccussion illustrated in Jobn €:50-51 and €:53-58,which we quote

|
entire,"fhis is the bread which coreth down from heaven,thet a man |
f

i
may eat thereof,and not die. I am the living bread which came down |
i

} fror heaven: if any man eat of this bread,he shall live for ever: and)

the bread that I will give is my flesh,which 1 will give for the life)
of the world....Then said Jesus unto them, Verllv,verllj,l say unto |]
you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man,and drink his tlood,ye !
have no life in you, #hoso eateth my flesh,and drinketh my blood,hatng

eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day, For ny flesh

I er hath sent me,and I live by the Father; so he that eateth me,even

he gshall live by me, This is that bread which came down fron heaven'%‘

U W




bread shall -live for ever”.iln these words Jesus not only sets forth
the claim that He is the bread of life,but also teaches in clear and
emphatic terms that it is by sating this bread- His flesh,Himself-
that men come to én experience or realization of spiritusl life.ond.
that without that eating (and drinking) on the1r part men poese"s no |
such life,for,says He(ferse £3), "bxcept ye est the Flesh.of the Son

of man,and drink his blood,ye have no 1ife in you". (See also Jokn 6:

o S

.__«_1:;-,um_22w;;-_______v._.._‘_::;::_:m_‘_—_;—'__::_—:___,
’ il

25,38,35), Here,afain, the appropriative (8nd asssimilative) act of men
is indicated by the words "eat" and "drink","eateth" and "drinketh",

as is showv 1n verse £4,"fheso eateth my flesh,and drinketh my blood,i

hath eternal life", _ 1

A1l this suddests the relation of FPood to the hodv ané 1ts
i appreopriation and 3381m1lat10p bv us in order to the body's effzcl- ;
enéy. It is 3 mysterious andACOr LlPSCEd process,yet absolutely esseﬁ:
tial both for the existence and malntanance of the life of the body.i%
The significance of food fcr the physical gide of our life is thus ?
set forth by Mv.Johﬁ fiske in his little work,Life Fverlasting,pp.
70-71,"%pen we take Pood me brins into the syster sundry nitrogenous |
I and kydro~carbon compounds,each of whick is alive with little ener- é‘

| gies or latent capscities for certain kinds of rotion. The oxygen of?‘




" drops that collect in a secreting gland, some in the repair of tissue

by the substitution of new complex moleculeq for old ones that are

broken down,some in the contraction of a group of muscles,ecome in thJ

chandes yithin the substance of nerve that accompany conscious thought,
sensation, and volition”. |
Now as material food is neresqary to the life of the hody so

is spiritusal food indispensable to the life of the soul. ln either

case, without the appropriate food life could not be or be raintained
And while Jesus,by spesking of Hlmself as the fiving tater and the L
Living Bread and of men as eating Ris flesh and drinking His blood, !
and the ne09351ty of their doing so in order fo have bternal Life, |
j

sugdests the physical process of appropriation, €o the latter,roughly

lustrates it nevertheless, Thus tbe proceqs is a present and ccn«taq -

and the"drinking His blood" which insures fternal Life to men,while L
failure to do this- to eat His flesh and drink His blood -results iniA
the loss of fternal Life,or in itg ron-possession;"ixcept ye eat the |
flesh of the Son of man,and drink his blood,ye heve no life in you™.
fo suppose,then,a cessation of the process of appropriation of this
gpiritval food involves the loss or non-possession of titernal [ife,

while the constancy of the process insures a continuance of the life,

or life everlasting., Thus is brought to our attention what we have

|
i
already not1ced in another connection, namely,the distinction and relé
i



tion between the qualitative and gquantitative,or between the aqualita
tive and everlasting,aspects of kternal Life,both of which are indi-
cated in these words of Jesus,-the ethical (by suggestion) and quali
tative aspect in verse bd,"fhoso eateth ry flesh,and drinketh my bloof,
hath eternal life"; and the aspect of evérlastingness in H4n, Elb,anéll

", H=:

58c,as follows:"And I will raise him up at the last day"; "il any man

eat of this bread,he shall live for ever®;"he that eateth of this
bread shall live for ever". Thus it is the ran who is in vital rela-
tionship with Jesus NO# that possesses Fternal Life, and it ie IBIY
ﬁan that Christ "shall raise up at tﬁe iaét day"(verse 54),anf thet
"shall live for ever"(verses 51 and 53),

tost clearly and erphatically,then,as we view the matter,
does Jesus teach that bternal Life consists in,or implies, an eternaﬁg.

. . . ~ . e : ik
appropriation on the part of man,and that without that eternal sppro-|
il

. . . it

priation there is and can te no Fternal Life in the sense of a never-|

ending life.

IV, fiternal [ife Bedins Here and Now.

This brinds us to the fourth point to which we eall attentidf,.

world aspect of it is concerned,of man's present spiritusl life as
dependent upon dJesus Christ and as derived from Him through the di-

vine $pirit, This view is voiced by Tthailer Mathews (The Church and




the Changing Order,pp,.78-73) as tOIIOW°'"For eternal life,as Jesus
clearly shows,does not imply the injection of any new vital gquantum
into personality,but rather is the emphasis and larder realization
of certain elements already in personality. To such a view,our pres-
ent 1ife may become the embryo of eternal life". Again,he says (p.BO)”
I "1t is the present life of God within the human soul- desthless be- I
cause be is deatrless®, Philosopbically speakivs,we are here and .now
already in the midst of the Power-world,and are hav:nﬁ one phase of |
% our life and exiztence,spiritual and otherwise,and that in the here-
after we Qhall have another phasze; but essentially it will be the conli
tinvance of the sare life now poscessed,
This, #e believe,is contrary tc the prevalent, POPULAR viewn-L!
| a view which seems to be that Fternal Life in its "eternal® sense isi!
something imparted to the soul and is Odlyyrealiééd when eternity, aé
? distinsuished from time,begins,or,in other words,when wan leaves thi
f world and enters the next. Nevertheless,the view herein advocated is
? clearly and unguestionably tausht by the Haster,as seen fron Jokn 5:
i 24, "Yerily,verily,l say unto you,He that heareth my word,and believ-

eth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not comre intol

nal 1ife®, (Cf.also €:56).



gain.be

i progressive when the conditions are normal and healthful. In that

I ception,and assimilation of elerents in its environment. It is neveri'
i at a standstill. Indeed,it counld not be and still be 1ife in the tru-

i est, fullest sense, Life is a VITAL thins or principle,2nd it is in [

f 1ife and love,and in & rore snd nore stable Christian character. Thi

|| being =0 here what may we not expect there when,as we are led to be-

f'ces of an unfriendly world- the hindering influences of world, flesh

I _be a clearer appreheneioh_on“phg_parp_pf;the saved Qf”GQd'~ oharacte

V., Eternsl [ife is Eternally Progressive.

Winally,fiternal Life is progressive. This view we reach by
inference and analody rather than by the direct teaching of the Savi

our., Thus life~ all life -in the trvest and best sence cf the term i

case it ig always manifesting itself in varicus forms cf aotivitv ig

always cumulative in its experience and ever enlarging its v1e10n 001'
]
i

of life which we call spiritual,or in this cace,tternal Life! bBven 1n.

the present world and in epite of all the b1ndrances from Plesh and

I world,a persistency in drinking at the Living fiell,in keeoingd in clost

é propriatin? the means of prace,results in clearer visions of truth,

i beadty,and right living; in richer,sweeter experiences of the divine

|

|
|
|
g
!
contact with the father of spirits and the faviour of ren,and in ap- |
i
|

|
S

-

lleve,ﬂll the limitations of the body and &ll the untoward clrcumqtan

and devil -are for ever done away? Not that God will be essentially

nearer His own there and then than He is here and now,but there will

’
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and grace,-of His greatness,His majesty and love- and & more consis-
tent and perfect devotion to Him and His Will, Hence,if life in gen-
eral is prodressive,and if,under normal conditions and despite the J '
untoward circumstances and influences already specified,the spiritua

1ife even here is ever advancing, it seems but fair to conclude that,
as time wanes and eternity dawns and advances,not only will there be

progeess but that with all iwpediments removed and with man'z cleare

B e W

vision of the dood and grest bhefore hir,that proﬂre“s will exceed eny
thing with which we are yet acquainted, fven Socrates had some such
idea as this,for,on the supposition that death is the journeying to
another place where are all the dead,te expressed himzelf as =illing|

to die again and adain,saying,"! eﬁall have a wonderful intereut in

-

there meetind and converf*mrs with the beroec of old. Above all,l shsl
then be able to continne my €earch into Xnowledse”. And this was bls

delight.

i
|
|
Again,while everything in this world of any real snd perra- 31
nent value 8nd,indeed,while ruch in cur present spiritual life is slg“
1y and progressively realized,it is hardly reasonable to suppcse tbaﬂ!
the order hereafter will be essentially different. ln hls Systenm of
Crristian Doctrine Professor Sheldon has this td say,which bears on
the pointvbefore us, "Great, multitudes of men who may be regarded as !
possessing the root of Christian character do not appear to have bee
corpletely sanctified before death. Therefore,since death cannot be

regarded as transforming man's spiritual nature the reason of the casg




s e = S

i a perfect spiritual vision and a complete apprehension end comprehen
Q sion of God immediately he pseses into the futvre world, Thouyh it

il . ) y { and ‘a
may not be impossible for God to reveal Himself,to he per oite

Il good; the very ranifestation of gocdness because He is the essence o:;i

ted by a process covering a preater or less interval, Al least, no ‘
rational warrant csn be found for the supposition that multitudes,
whon the providence and drace of God fail to bring to entire holi- ‘
ness during the years of earthly life,encounter means of complete
spiritual transformation the moment they pass'cut‘of this Life",Cer-
tainly there is no reasonable ground for thinking that man will have

|

essentially, imnediatel qce

o

__““ﬁm_n“m_J?"w“mme“

soul, analogy shews thet He does nct usvally,at any rate,work in tha

L

way. Rather is it for us like steadily and strenuously climbing 2 DIL;'

Il proportion becores cur horizon till our vistas and possibilities of

vistas pecore relatively infinite. So will it be in the future life,i

| at least according to our view. flot everythind will be known at once.?

It will take an eternity to find out God,the essence of all that is

e

' it;and for this discovery eternity will he none tec long, It would be'

preposterous to "uppoee that the finite mind could immediately ﬁratp,

or comprehend the infirite, Hather there §ill always be the joys of

' new discoveries,and the incitement and inspiration of new quests.

Hathematically speakind, redeemed,saved souls,in their Bternal Life, |

4

will be for ever approaching the limit yet never reach it,




{ eternal correspcndence between the souvl and its spiritual exvironment

| perfect,a cormunity of thousht,aim,purpose,life and action, and that

Surmary and Conglusion,

Po sum up,then,in a word,tternal Life implies and IS,whateveq

I else it may be,an eternal knowing or knowledge,an eternsal relation-

ship, an eternal appropriation,and is eternally progressive. Eternall
Life is the vital realizing knowledde of a personsl union and comau-
nion between God and the soul,-8 knowledde,by the way,uhich is ever

increasing in its depth and fulness. ftsrnal Life,once ncre,is an
an unceasing arrropriation of God's love and Being; and,however im-

as long as the eternal sdes rell.
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