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BEGINNING
THE END

How to involve
yourself in American
gun law legislation
going forward



)UK N

March 24, 2018
Dear fellow marchers,
We are incredibly proud to be standing alongside you today.

Right now, all eyes are on us. Gun violence is by no means a new
issue, but finally our lawmakers are tuned in to what we, and
countless others before us, have been saying.

Beginning the End addresses American gun violence with a collection
of quantifiable research and statistics. Our goal is that you use this
information as a starting point in your political engagement. Designed
for both new and longtime activists to use as a resource, we've
included ways to contact your Congresspeople as well as a collection
of organizations who are leading the fight toward a safer country.

We hope this booklet can serve as a resource and a tool with which
you can engage with gun policy and hold your legislators accountable.
There is no place in Congress for politicians who do not have the best
interest and the safety of their constituents at heart. If they're not
doing their job, it's our job to vote them out.

We've had enough.
Jami Rubin (MSD "5, BU "19)
Sam West (BU 19)

@beginning.the.end


http://instagram.com/beginning.the.end

AN GUN VIOLEN

The February 14, 2018 shooting at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida left 17
people dead. It was the 30th mass shooting within
the first 45 days of 2018."

There have been more than 1,600 mass shootings
since Sandy Hook in December 2012, with more than
1,800 people killed and more than 6,400 wounded as
of February 2018.?

The U.S. has 4.4 percent of the world’s population,
but almost half of the civilian-owned guns around
the world.

The U.S. has far more deaths from gun violence than
any other developed nation in the world.

On average, there is more than one mass shooting for
each day in the U.S.

States with more guns have more gun deaths, while
states with tighter gun control laws have fewer
gun-related deaths.’


https://www.opensecrets.org/news/issues/guns
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/10/2/16399418/us-gun-violence-statistics-maps-charts
https://www.bustle.com/p/how-to-call-your-representatives-for-gun-control-reform-because-its-more-important-now-than-it-ever-has-been-2745927
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Based on a 1996 law heavily backed by the NRA, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) is prohibited from studying gun violence as
a public health matter. To read more about this issue, visit:
theatlantic.com/health/archive/2018/02/gun-violence-public-health /553430
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https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2018/02/gun-violence-public-health/553430/
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To support Donald Trump in the 2016 election, the
NRA spent $11,438,118—plus another $19,756,346
to oppose Hillary Clinton. That's over $31 million
spent on one presidential race.*

—— Below are the top 10 career recipients of NRA
funding—through donations or spending to benefit
the candidate—among both current House and
Senate members:

Senate House

John McCain, Arizona (R) French Hill, Arkansas (R)
$7,740,521 from the NRA $1,089,477 from the NRA
Richard Burr, North Carolina (R) Ken Buck, Colorado (R)
$6,986,620 from the NRA $800,544 from the NRA

Roy Blunt, Missouri (R) David Young, lowa (R)
$4,551,146 from the NRA $707,662 from the NRA

Thom Tillis, North Carolina (R) Mike Simpson, Idaho (R)
$4,418,012 from the NRA $385,731 from the NRA

Cory Gardner, Colorado (R) Greg Gianforte, Montana (R)
$3,879,064 from the NRA $344,630 from the NRA

Marco Rubio, Florida (R) Don Young, Alaska (R)
$3,303,355 from the NRA $245,720 from the NRA

Joni Ernst, lowa (R) Lloyd Smucker, Pennsylvania (R)
$3,124,273 from the NRA $221,736 from the NRA

Rob Portman, Ohio (R) Bruce Poliquin, Maine (R)
$3,061,941 from the NRA $201,398 from the NRA

Todd Young, Indiana (R) Pete Sessions, Texas (R)
$2,896,732 from the NRA $158,111 from the NRA

Bill Cassidy, Louisiana (R) Barbara Comstock, Virginia (R)

$2,861,047 from the NRA $137,232 from the NRA®


http://fortune.com/2018/02/15/nra-contributions-politicians-senators/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/10/04/opinion/thoughts-prayers-nra-funding-senators.html
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To find your congresspeople, please visit:
senate.gov/senators (Senators)
house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative (Representatives)

From here, you should be able to find your politician’s website and
contact information, including their email address.

If you'd prefer to speak to your congressperson on the phone, you can
call (202)-224-3121—the number for the Capitol switchboard. From
there, ask the operator to connect you with the representative you wish
to speak to. It is important that you only talk to a politician who actually
represents the place that you live; if you call a politician from a state
where you do not live, your call will not be counted and you will only
busy up the line.

Once the operator transfers you to the correct line, you'll likely be
connected to an office aide or assistant. Be polite to them—they answer
these calls all day, and they are not the ones voting on legislation.

Feel free to use any of the information in this booklet, our script on the
following page, and add anything else you might have to say.

REGISTER TO VOTE

If you're not already, get registered to vote. The only way to make sure
our legislators are listening, is to hold them accountable on Election Day.

Please visit:
everytown.turbovote.org


https://www.senate.gov/
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://everytown.turbovote.org/

Hi, my name is and I'm calling from
| don't need a response.

I'm calling to urge to pass common
sense gun legislation and reduce gun violence in the United
States. We need our laws to go beyond school safety.

Background checks are supported by over 90 percent

of Americans and are a common-sense tool for keeping
guns out of the hands of criminals, terrorists, and the
dangerously mentally ill. There is no need for the sale and
use of bump-stocks, silencers, or armor-piercing bullets.

This election, | will join the majority of Americans who support
common-sense gun laws and vote for a candidate who
protects their constituents’ safety over the gun lobby’'s money.
It's time to end the epidemic of gun violence in our country.
Thank you for doing what is right for the people of

and the United States.*

Thank you,

*Some language borrowed from everytown.org


https://everytown.org/

For more information and other
ways to get involved, please visit:
everytown.org

csgv.org

momsdemandaction.org
marchforourlives.com
bradycampaign.org

giffords.org

wagv.org

vpc.org

Follow our Instagram @beginning.the.end
for more more updates, information, and
posts regarding gun legislation.
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