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Questions on Machiavelli’s Prince, Chapters I-VII   Swanson 
 
 1.  According to Machiavelli, how many kinds of regimes are there?  Does he in effect 
agree with Aristotle’s answer to the question? 
 
 
 2.  How many kinds of principality does Machiavelli identify?  What distinguishes 
them?   
 
 
 3.  What kind of regime does Machiavelli say he will not discuss in The Prince?  
 
 
 4.  According to Chapter II, what is a “natural prince”?  How does his job compare to 
that of the other sort of prince? 
 
 
 5.  What is a “mixed principality”? 
 
 
 6.  What is a natural consequence of becoming a new prince?  Does this suggest that new 
princes are not unnatural? 
 
 
 7.  What should the prince of an existing state do to annex and hold securely a nearby 
state whose citizens speak the same language as his own?  Is that goal difficult to 
accomplish according to Machiavelli? 
 
 
 8.  What should the prince of an existing state do to acquire and hold securely a distant 
state with a different language and culture?  Is that goal difficult to accomplish according 
to Machiavelli? 
 
 
 9.  Does Machiavelli denounce, accept as inevitable, or recommend colonization?  Why, 
and to whom is he speaking? 
 
 
10.  According to Machiavelli, whom should be either “caressed or eliminated”?  By 
whom?  Why? 
 
 
11.  Is Machiavelli a proponent of preventive medicine, so-to-speak?  Explain. 
 
 
 



12.  Where in the text does Machiavelli first use the words “virtue” and “prudence”?  
What meaning does the context give to the words? 
 
 
13.  What was King Louis XII of France’s first big mistake according to Machiavelli?  
Does Machiavelli infer a general political lesson from this mistake and its aftermath in 
France? 
 
 
14.  How does Machiavelli characterize Pope Alexander?  Is the characterization 
shocking? 
 
 
15.  What according to Machiavelli is “a very natural and ordinary” attribute?  Is it 
praiseworthy, or not, according to him?  Explain. 
 
 
16.  Of the two kinds of government Machiavelli differentiates in Chapter IV, which is 
easier to acquire and why?  Which is easier to maintain and why?  Which kind of 
government does Italy have?  If Machiavelli is addressing Lorenzo de Medici, then what 
would be his advice? 
 
 
17.  Can republics be acquired?  Why or why not?  What is Machiavelli’s advice 
regarding republics at the end of Chapter V? 
 
 
18.  Does Machiavelli recommend “imitation”?  Does he practice it?  Why or why not?     
 
 
19.  By what means have men become princes?  Is one means better than the other?  Why 
or why not? 
 
 
20.  What is the most difficult and dangerous task a man can undertake?  Why? 
 
 
21.  Who was Cesare Borgia’s father?  What is Machiavelli’s ultimate assessment of 
Borgia?  Does he think that Borgia should be imitated or not?  Why? 
 
 
22.  What did Borgia do to Remirro de Orco and why?  How did it affect the people of 
Romagna? 
 
 



23.  What did Borgia fear and what did he do to address that fear?  Was he successful in 
his efforts?  Why or why not? 



Questions on Machiavelli’s Prince, Chapters VIII-XIV    Swanson 
 
 1.  In addition to the two ways to become a prince from a private individual that were noted in 
the seventh chapter, what are two more ways to do so? 
 
 
 2.  Does Machiavelli admire Agathocles?  If so, for what?  If not, why not?  What is meant by 
“virtue” in the sentence in which the phrase “the virtue of Agathocles” appears?  Does 
Machiavelli think that an aspiring prince should imitate Agathocles? 
 
 
 3.  Did Liverotto commit parricide?  Does Machiavelli say that he did? 
 
 
 4.  Does Machiavelli admire Liverotto?  Does he think that an aspiring prince should imitate 
him? 
 
 
 5.  What are the attributes of “well used” cruelties? 
 
  
 6.  What can those who use cruelties well expect? 
 
  
 7.  How should a prince bestow benefits on his subjects and why? 
 
 
 8.  Is a man elected by “the great” or by “the people” better off?  Why? 
 
  
 9.  What is the point or lesson of Chapter X? 
 
 
10.  How are ecclesiastical principalities acquired and maintained? 
 
 
11.  Does Machiavelli speak about the superior causes by which ecclesiastical principalities 
subsist? 
 
 
12.  Who is responsible for making the Church great? 
 
 
13.  Does Machiavelli admire the actions of Pope Julius?  What did Pope Julius do? 
 
 



14.  What is the point of Chapter XI? 
 
 
15.  In Chapter XII, what does Machiavelli say he will not reason about and why? 
 
 
16.  What are mercenary arms?  Should a prince use them?  Why or why not? 
 
 
17.  Has Italy benefited from mercenary arms? 
 
 
18.  What are auxiliary arms?  How do they compare to mercenary arms?  Should a prince use 
auxiliary arms?  Why or why not? 
 
 
19.  What kinds of arms did Cesare Borgia employ?  Should an aspiring prince imitate his choice 
of arms? 
 
 
20.  Is the editor right:  Does Machiavelli’s account of I Samuel 17 differ from the original?  If 
so, in what way and what is the significance of that difference? 
 
 
21.  How would you distill the first sentence of Chapter XIV? 
 
  
22.  In what two ways should a prince prepare for war? 



Questions on Machiavelli’s Prince, Chapters XV-XXVI    Swanson 
 
 1.  At the beginning of Chapter XV, what remains to investigate, according to Machiavelli? 
What has he discussed hitherto, in contrast? 
 
  
 2.  What way of living in general will contribute to a man’s ruin, according to Machiavelli?  
Why will it?  Hence what deserves praise and what, blame? 
 
 
 3.  Should a prince be generous or parsimonious?  Why?  Are there any exceptions to this rule? 
 
 
 4.  Could Machiavelli’s arguments about the relative merit of mercy and cruelty throughout 
Chapter XVII be applied to debates about security measures implemented in the U.S. in the wake 
of September 11th?  Could they be applied to past debates about whether the U.S. should have 
invaded Iraq, or to any current debates pertinent to U.S. foreign policy and national security?  
Explain. 
 
 
 5.  If you were to summarize in one word the attributes of men that Machiavelli lists in Chapter 
XVII, what would that word be? 
 
 
 6.  Is it better for a prince to be feared or loved, and why?  How can he be feared but not hated? 
 
 
 7.  Why were Achilles and other ancient princes given to Chiron to be raised? 
 
 
 8.  What two animals should the prince imitate and why?  Is Machiavelli’s instruction the same 
as that of Thrasymachus in Plato’s Republic? 
 
 
 9.  Who in recent history according to Machiavelli mastered the art of deception?  
 
 
10.  What should a prince always be disposed, or ready, to do?  Why? 
 
 
11.  What five qualities should a prince appear to have?  Which one is the most important to 
appear to have?  Why? 
 
 
12.  What generates contempt for a prince and what can that contempt generate? 
 



13.  What lesson do the examples of Marcus and Severus teach? 
 
 
14.  What chief counsel runs throughout Chapter XIX? 
 
 
15.  How generally does a prince become great?  Can a prince initiate or precipitate this process 
himself?  If so, how so?  If not, why not?  Do Machiavelli’s answers contradict the counsel of 
Chapter XIX? 
 
 
16.  Should a prince build fortresses?  Explain. 
 
 
17.  What should a prince do to be held in esteem?  List kinds of actions he should undertake and 
describe them generally.  
 
 
18.  Should a prince remain neutral towards two conflicting powers?  Why? 
 
 
19.  With what kind of advisors should a prince surround himself?  Why? 
 
 
20.  In Chapter XXIV, what does Machiavelli say characterizes the “double glory” of a new 
prince and the “double shame” of a once-hereditary prince? 
 
 
21.  On what and whom should a prince depend? 
 
 
22.  What view of fortune does Machiavelli challenge? 
 
 
23.  Does the end of the prince (and The Prince) justify the means to achieve it? 
 
   



Questions on Machiavelli’s Prince, Chapter XXVI    Swanson 
 
 1.  Does Machiavelli think that the time is ripe in Italy for a new prince?  Why? 
 

 
 2.  Does Machiavelli think that Lorenzo has more, or less, difficult circumstances to deal with 
than his forebears did? 
 
 
 3.  To whom does Machiavelli indirectly compare Lorenzo?  What is that person known for, and 
what therefore might Machiavelli imply by the comparison? 
 
 
 4.  Why does Machiavelli think that military virtue has died out in Italy? 
 
 
 5.  What brings most honor to a man coming to power, according to Machiavelli? 
 
 
 6.  What should Lorenzo do “before all other things” to save Italy? 
 
 
 7.  Does Machiavelli indicate that the seizure and command of Italy by Lorenzo is a just and 
noble enterprise? 
 
 
 8.  Consider again #21 of the last question set:  Does the “end” of the prince (and The Prince) 
justify the means to achieve it? 


