
Boston University

OpenBU http://open.bu.edu

Boston University Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)

1958

A study of religious broadcasting

policies and practices of the Methodist

Church, 1948 to 1958

https://hdl.handle.net/2144/22054

"Downloaded from OpenBU. Boston University's institutional repository."



:-::..:_;_.t:.,_, -~ .-. 

A STUDY OF RELIGIOUS BROADCASTING POLICIES AND 

PRACTICES OF THE METHODIST CHURCH, 1948 TO 1958 

A Thesis 

Presented to 

the Faculty of the School of Public Relations 

and Communications of Boston University 

In Partial Fulfilment 

of the Requirements for the Degree 

Master of Science 

by 

Harold Lawrence Swartz 

July 1958 



' i' 

ii ,, 
iii 
~~ 

I ~ 

:: 

Approved by 

'I '· 

. . . ;: //;. ~ 
~ . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Assistant Professor of Communications 

)/~f~ 
• • • Ch~i;m~n: Co~~ni~o~ Arts"nivisio~ 

" 



i< 

1, Chapter 
~ ) 

I. 

i: 

II. 

li 
lr 

III. 

IV. 

:; 
< 

p 
< 

" 

li 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The World Conference on Christian Broadcasting 
Statement of Purpose 
Contribution of the Present Study 
Availability of the Data 
Definition of Terms 
Procedures and Techniques 

THE TELEVISION, RADIO AND FILM COMMISSION 
OF THE blliTHODIST CHURCH • • • • • • • • 

History of Methodists in Broadcasting 
Establishment of the Methodist Radio and 

Film Commission 
Purpose and Function of the Television, 

Radio and Film Commission 
Policy Making 
Planning 
Facilities and Production 
Support 
Early Commission Productions 
Typical Work for Member Agencies 

• • • 

THE 1lliTHODIST TELEVISION MINISTRY • • • • • • • 

Problems of Financing Television Production 
Origin of the Methodist Television Ministry 
"The Way" Series 
Future Progra~ming 

LOCAL ME~HODIST BROADCASTING • • • • • 

Establishment and Purpose 
1956 Consultation-Workshop of Annual 

Conference Chairmen 

• • • • • 

Present Status of Methodist Broadcasters 
at the Local Level 

Seminary Training in Religious Broadcasting 
Present Activities of Annual Conference 

TRAFCO's 

Page 

1 

8 

21 

" 



il 

ii 
i! 
il 
i) 
!i 
h 
!: 
li 

Chapter Page 

V. METHODIST·COOPERATION IN INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
BROADCASTING • • • • • • • • • • • o o • , • 0 

VI. 

VII. 

Methodist Cooperation with the Broadcasting 
and Film Commission of the National 
Council of Churches 

Current Trend in BFC Programming and 
TRAFCO of the Methodist Church 

Methodist Participation in the Protestant 
Radio and Television Center, Inc, 

A COMPARISON OF METHODIST BROADCASTING WITH 
THE POLICIES OF CHRISTIAN BROADCASTING , • • • 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Summary 
Conclusions 

BIBLIOGRAPHY , • • , • . , ~ . ~ ~ . . . . . . . . . . . 

60 

77 

92 

lll 



.. ····~ 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The World Conference on 
Christian Broadcasting 

From April 25 to May l, 1957 religious broadcasters 

from all over the world gathered at Kronberg, Germany, a 

village about fifteen kilometers from Frankfort. There 

were twenty-six delegates from the host country, nineteen 

from the United States, nine from the Netherlands, five 
;: 
'i from Denmark, four from Sweden, three from Lebanon and Swit­
:1 
:! zerland, and two each from France and Great Britian. Other 

nations singly represented included Morrocco, Nigeria, 

:1 Brazil, Burma, Costa Rica, India, Japan, Korea, Peru, and 

'i the Phillipines .1 
I 

The theme of the Conference was "Through Radio/ ' 
:i 
I Television--Bringing Modern Man to a Christian Life.n2 
i 

:I Each of the morning sessions of the conference was devoted 

:i to analyses of the varied cultural and religious peculiarities 
I 
'I 

!I of the many areas represented and the way in which these 

ii peculiarities affected the approach to religious broadcasting. 
I!------------------------------•1 l 
~~ TheChristian Broadcaster, (April-September, 1957), 
i PP• 71-72. (Special issue combining second and third 
i quarters, 1957) 
II 
.· 2ninternational Conference on Christian Radio/ 
I Television," The Christian Broadcaster, First Quarter, 
! 19.57, P• 3• 
I 

l 
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i! 
! 

1 The afternoon sessions discussed programming for varioWJ 
q 

'!listening groups, 11the family, the rural listeners, the 

II professional man, 
II 

the laboring man, teen-agers, children."l 

At the end of the Conference the delegates adopted 

a "statement of Broadcasting Policies" which received all­
!! 
'· '1 conference approval, and which set up criteria stating how 
,, 
!i they should broadcast, what they hoped to accomplish, and 

.j how they should proceed.2 These policies of Christian 
;I 
1! Broadcasting state: 
;I 
I 
'! l. Christian broadcast!~ should be in the truest 

sense 11 communication.n 

2. The message presented must be given in the 
language and thought forms of the people for 
whom it is intended, and to this end indigenous 
persons should be used as far as possible in 
the interpretation and presentation of the 
Gospel over the air. 

3• The gospel message as broadcast to non-Christians 
should be simple and positive, emphasizing those 
truths which are common to Christendom. 

4• Christian broadcasting should be as relevant as 
possible to the actual needs of individuals and 
situations. 

5. Every possible provision should be made for local 
personal follow-up of listeners to bring them into 
the life of the church. 

6. Careful consideration should be given to the extent 
to which the "non-religious" approach of many film, 
TV and radio programs can be made to bear fruit in 
a better understanding of the Christian concept of 
man's relationship to his fellow-man and to God. 

1Ibid., P• 3• 
!i 
il 211Statement of Broadcasting 
ijl Broadcaster, April-September, 19571 

I . 

Policies," The Christian 
PP• 8-9· 

il 

I 
! 

I 
I ,,2 
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:I 
:i 
'i 
'I il 
>I 

'I ;, 

7. We must keep before the leaders of the churches 

8. 

the importance of the use of these media and of the 
need to incorporate broadcast training in the 
preparation for the ministry and Christian over-
seas service; and to promote externally and 
internally attention to Christian broadcasting. 

Continuous research will be necessary to ascertain 
the effectiveness of Christian broadcasting and 
should be encouraged.l 

Representatives of the Broadcasting and Film 

!!Commission of the National Council of Churches, including 

1lthe executive director, were in attendance at the con-
,1 

I 
11ference and participated in the adoption of these policies. 

!The Statement of Purpose in the Broadcasting and Film 
! 
!Commission's By-laws had existed for nearly eight years. 
' I 
i!rts statements were very general and the Commission recog­
:! 
l!nized the need 11for a more definite statement, clearly 
il 
!!understandable and readily usableo 112 The Commission con-
11 
>I 

ijsidered it fortunate that such statements had been drawn up 

" ijand approved at the World Conference on Christian Broad-

licasting, thus, alleviating the necessity of rewriting the 
!I 
I!Commission• s By-laws.3 The Executive Director of the Broad­
!, 
i: 
1!casting and Film Commission made the following statement in 

:t 
' 5. 

II 
P• 

il P• 5. 

ii 
I 
I 
I 
' 

3 

;I 
'I ,, 
I 

·I 
I 
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~~ his 1958 report to the Board of Managers: 

i\ recommended that the BFC endorse this excellent statement 

"It is hereby 

1 as embodying substantially the aims and purposes of the BFC, 

II 
" I• 
il. 
:: 

' 

commending it to the constituents for their study and use."l 

Statement or Purpose 

This thesis will be an attempt to relate the broad-
!1!, 

, casting policies and practices or the Methodist Church in 
i! 
u the United States of America. These policies 
il 

and practices 

·~ 

I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

·r 

:I :of 
'•i 

the Methodist Church will then be compared w1 th the Policies I 
:; 

1: of 
! 

Christian Broadcasters, Kronberg, Germany, May l, 1957• 

ii The extent to which the Methodist Church has utilized the 
,, 
!I 
H field of broadcasting will be examined, to be followed by a 
' 

:i comparison of Methodist accomplishments and trends with the ,, 
:j 
:~Policies of Christian Broadcasting. The thesis will also 
it 
II 
'! include a brieD history of Methodist broadcasting. 
q 

Contribution of the Present Study 

:1 The policies of Christian Broadcasting have been in 
.I 
i! 
!I existence for a little more than a year. There has not been 
ti 

i,i much of an opportunity to discover whether or not these 
ii 
II 
11 policies have been used or are being used at the present 
!i 
!!time by religious broadcasters. The Methodist Church is a 
li 
il member denomination cooperating in the activities of the 
II 

:j 

I 

H 
,,--------------------------------------------------------------~1 il ,, 1Ibid., p. 5 • . : -
'1! 

J 
,' 

4 
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Council of the Churches of Christ in the u.s.A. 

,i The Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council 
I 

:I 

!of Churches has adopted the Policies of Christian Broadcasting. 
: ~ 

,I 

11 Also, the Television, Radio and Film Commission of the 
.il 
:1 Methodist Church was represented at the World Conference on 
il 
,'Christian Broadcasting and, thus, participated in the adoption 

'; of these policies. 

It is hoped that this study will display the extent 

:: to which the Methodist Church, and those broadcasting within 

' this denomination, have followed the principles that have 

, been adopted as the Policies of Christian Broadcasters. 
I 

Availability of the Data 

Research in the area of religious broadcasting is 

quite limited. Only a few intensive studies have been con­

cluded thus far.l The majority of material had to be gleaned 

from religious periodicals, the New York Times, and various 

reports from the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the 

National Council of Churches and the Television, Radio and 

i Film Commission of the Methodist Church. 

'i Everett 
Radio: 
1948). 

The Methodist Church in the United States is divided 

lThese include: 
c. Parker, Elinor Inman, and Ross Snyder, Religious 
What to do and How (New York: Harper and Brothers, 

Everett c. Parker, David w. Barry, and Dallas w. Smythe, 
The Television-Radio Audience and Religion (New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1955). 

5 
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,j 
I into approximately ninety-five geographic areas known as Annual 
I 
i Conferences. In 1956 the Methodist Church made it mandatory 
ir 
i: that each Annual Conference establish a Television, Radio and 
!: 

iiFilm Commission.l In order to discover the activities of 
i 
i 

j Methodist broadcasters at the Annual Conference level, fifty-
' 
!,two letters of inquiry were sent by this writer to chairmen 
ii 

,, 
,j 

I 6 
j 

'I 

I 

I! 
I 
'I ,, 
!! 

'I 

'I of the various Annual Conference Television, Radio and Film 'I 

il Commissions, and in some instances to members of the commissials,
1 :~ .I ,, 

1! throughout the country. 
I' 

Definition of Terms 

In this thesis the term TRAFGO will be used at times 
i: 
,ito mean the Television, Radio and Film commission of the 
' 
il Methodist Church. 
I 

The term Conference TRAFCO will mean the 

,I individual Television, Radio and Film Commission of the 
II 

·I various Methodist Annual Conferences in the United States. 
!, 
liThe term BFC will at times be used to designate the Broad-,, 
II 
11casting and Film Commission of the National Council of the 
•I 
II 
!!Churches or the u.s.A. ,, 
H 

:i Procedures and Techniques 

i The Policies of Christian Broadcasters have been 
il 
!1 stated previously in this chapter. The following four chap-,, 
:i 
ij ters will contain material on the development of Methodist 

ii broadcasting and the establishment of a legally delegated 

.j 
I 

I 
ii 

·I 

1------------------------------il 

I 
I 
i' ,I 
II 
II 

6 
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radio, television and film agency. 
:i 

In the second chapter an abridged history of Methodism 

'I il in broadcasting will be presented. Also, the development, 
n 
n 
'i 

purposes, and function of the Methodist broadcasting and film 

" 
:1 agency will be discussed. 

I 
-I 

i 
.I 

Methodism's approach to television production, how 

11 successful it has been, and the future of large-scale tele­
~~ 
il 
il vision production by the Church will be related in the third 
'I 

il chapter • . , 

In the fourth chapter the development of Methodist 

broadcasting at the local level will be considered. 

A fifth chapter will be devoted to a discussion of 
!i 
!I Methodist cooperation in interdenominational broadcasting. 

' Here, also, the current trends in interdenomination co-
' 

operation in broadcasting will receive particular attention. 

1 The cooperation by Methodists of the South and Southeastern 
lj 
:I Area of the Church in the Protestant Radio and Television 

" !I c t 'i en er, 
:; 

Inc., Atlanta, Georgia will be included. 

I 
'I 

•r 
I 

'I 
il 
'I 
'I 

,, In the sixth chapter we will be concerned with a 
1
1 

\1

1 

comparison of Methodist broadcasting with the Policies of 'I 

'I 
I 

ij 

!! Christian Broadcasting. The eight Policies of Christian Broad- il 
' ., 
11 casting will be stated individually and then followed by a :i 

'i comparison of each particular point with Methodist broadcasting.
1

j 

i! The final chapter will be devoted to a summary of the thesis an~l 

:,:
1 
to conclusions which might be drawn from its content. ~~~ 

1: 

I 

II 
!I 

7 
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'I 
I 

CHAPTER II 

THE TELEVISION, RADIO AND FILM COMMISSION 

OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 

Methodist ministers and laymen had used radio for 
!i il many years. The Church also held a luke-warm interest in 
' i' 1
1 the way in which it could be utilized. It had participated 

in several interdenominational broadcasting organizations, 
ii 
n and several of the many boards and commissions of the Church 
d 

1,[ had their own small radio and film budgets. Then in 1948 an 

agency was established by the Church to coordinate its radio 
i] 

i! and audio-visual work. 
:! 
:I 
:1 

History of Methodists in Broadcasting 
ij 
I[ Dr. Frank Goodman, a Methodist layman, deserves the 
!, 
ii credit for the first religious network broadcast. "He began 

1

! his radio work under the New York Federation of Churches by 

ii expanding the late Dr. s. Parks Cadman's program to NBC net-
li 
i! work proportions."l This may have been the "National Radio 
,, 
:I 
~~ Pulpit," the oldest program in network radio. The National 
'I 
1[ Broadcasting Company has carried this Sunday morning 

I 
1 1Letter dated May 9, 1958 from Dr. Ralph Stoody, 
' General Secretary and Director, Commission on Public Re-

lations and Methodist Information, St. Louis, Missouri, to 
this writer. 

8 

'I 
'I 

,j 
'I 
:I ,, 
' 

if 

.i ,, 

I 
I 

if 
'·\ 



devotional program longer than any other program of any 

kind,l and Methodist ministers have participated in these 

i broadcasts for many years. 

It is quite difficult to determine the extent of 

Methodist broadcasting in the earlier years of radio. How-

1 ever, certain studies reveal a small part of the overall , 

picture. A 1938 study conducted by the Department of Re-

·, search and Education of the Federal Council of Churches 
I 

pointed out that at that time Methodist programs were 

carried on forty-eight stations in this country.2 National 

Broadcasting Company and Columbia Broadcasting System pro-

grams were not included, but Mutual programs were. While 

forty-eight stations carried Methodist programs, eighty-nine 

carried Baptist programs, eighty-six Roman Catholic, thirty­

eight Presbyterian, thirty-five Lutheran, nineteen 

Congregational, twelve Protestant Episcopal, and twelve 

Jewish. A clearer picture of the extent to which the 

Methodist Church utilized the media in 1938 may be gained 

by a comparison of hours broadcast against those of the 

lEdward Stanley, "A Philosophy For Religious Broad­
casting," Address delivered before the Southern Baptist 
Convention held May 28-29, 1956, in Kansas City, Missouri, 
P• 2. 

2Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
Broadcasti and the Public A Case Stud in Social Ethics 

New York: The Abington Press, 93 0. 

9 
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':I 

other leading denominations. 

Hours Broadcast By Leading Denominational 

Total Sustaining Commercial 
Baptists ~8 @.00 77·r Gospel l7· 6 24..25 53. l 
Roman Catholics 3.74 ~.16 19.$8 
Methodist 43·91 .16 15.75 
Presbyterian 37·3~ 23·~ 13.42 
Lutheran 29.9 19. 5 10. l 

While the Methodists were fourth in the total number i 
li 
1
i of hours broadcast, thev were third in the amount of sus-

:1 "' 

II taining time. Actually, these results were quite good in 

'! comparison with other Protestant denominations. But any 
1) 

success gained was not a result of a united church effort, 
i 
i but rather a result of individual initiative or of efforts 

'! on the part of individual organizations. 
' il 

',I Prior to 1948 several of the boards and commissions 

!J of the Methodist Church participated in broadcasting. For 

'[ example, the Board of Evangelism did a considerable amount 
il 
il of the production of radio recordings which it distributed 
I' 
'If widely among stations .2 The Board of Lay Activities spon-

'i sored the "Methodist Men's Hour" on stations throughout the 

i 
il 
ll 
'I 
;I 
'I 
I 

:! 

i 
,I 
I 
il ii 

~~~ country. From 1940 to 194.8 the Commission on Methodist ~~ 
'1, Information represented the denomination in network broad- ,~ 

\\ casting, working with the national department of Religious \I 

II Radio of the former Federal Council of Churches .3 :1 

11 ','I 
!: ________________________ ....., 

:: 
" 

II 

f 

I 
" li 
I 

l.lli:£•, P• 141. :1 

2stoody, op. cit. 

3.lli:£. 

I 
I 
II 
" ,, 
il 

:I ,, 

!I 
'I 

10 
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,I 

11 CoiDIIIittee of the Congregational Christian, Methodist, and 
!i 
'I Presbyterian U.S.A. Churches.l 
:I 
:i 

11 The Joint Radio Committee produced the "All Aboard 

ii for Adventure" radio series, and was one of the first groups 
ij 
ii to work constructively to provide instruction and seminars 
I 

:I ,, 
,, for ministers who had the opportunity to use radio. A 

ii 
'I 

valuable study of religious broadcasting by the councils of 

:1 churches throughout the country and of radio training being 
!: 
II 
,I offered by theological seminaries was conducted by the 

'I Committee.2 
I; 

I 

,I 
I 
I 

I ,, 

i 
While there were two interdenominational organizations, 

1

i 
i 

,I the national department of Religious Radio of the Federal ,I 

!! Council of Churches and the joint Congregational, Methodist, ! 

and Presbyterian Committee, there was not a unified Protestant 

i! broadcasting organization. As early as 1941+ the Inter-Council 
l! 
I' 
11 Field Department of the Federal Council of Churches began to 
,, 
'I consult with other agencies of the Council with the hope of 

)I establishing an "inclusive Protestant radio strategy.") ':'1 

----------------------------------------------------~ 
' ' ,, 

'I 2 ,, : See Everett c. Parker and Ross Snyder, How is Religion 'I 
II Usi~ Radio, (n.p.: Joint Radio Committee of the Congre- ' 
:1 gatonai Christian, Methodist, and Presbyterian u.s.A. 'I 
I! Churches, 1946}. (Mimeographed.} il 

" 3william w. Clemes, "Form Protestant Radio Commission, 11 
,' 

II Federal Council Bulletin (April, 1958}, P• 10. 
(l 



caused a temporary lapse in the fulfilment 

'I 
In 1947 two conferences were held, one which consid-

!! ered the problems of a united Protestant religious radio 
!! 
:I ministry, and another to outline the general purpose and 
I 

:r 
~~function of such an organization. This awareness of the 
" !i need for a communal effort came about as the individual 
I 

!I organizations realized the need for an intelligent, carefullv 
I! " 
:1 conceived strategy in the broadcasting field. The Methodists 
" 
:1 were among those who participated in the formation of the ,, 

il Protestant Radio Commission.l The radio staffs of the 
~ I 

!i participating interdenominational agencies assisted in the 
:I 
II development of an effective and inclusive Commission. 

:1 The Protestant Radio Commission remained within the 
,[ 

:t organization of the Federal Council of Churches until the 
:i 
liCouncil became the National Council of the Churches of Christ ,, 

!I in the u.s.A. 
I[ 

if to coordinate 
I 
il denominational ,, 
:'i 
I 

~ ! 

Then the Protestant Radio Commission served 

the broadcasting activities of the eight inter­

agencies within that organization. 

Establishment of the Methodist 
Radio and Film Commission 

Before 1948 several of the Methodist boards and 

!I commissions produced their own radio programs and distributed 

il transcriptions, but the Methodist Church did not have a 

il 
II 
t! 
' 12 I 

!I 
ij 

"--------------------------------'1 !l 
il 

1 1£.!.!!•, P• 10. 

I 
,, 

il 



I 
... ~-~c-i··· 
,...., ':I unified broadcasting program. 

II 
Then, at the 1948 General 

!I Conference of the Church, a Radio and Film Commission was 

II established.l Bishop Donald H. Tippett was elected to serve 
q 
:! as the first president. 
!f 

However, the action was taken late 

!i in the session, af'ter the World Service budget had been 

" :i adopted. Thus, while a Radio and Film Commission had been 
l 

:: authorized, no provision was made for its financing until 

the 1952 General Conference. During the 1948-52 quadrennium 
•I 
~~ 
il its work was carried out with funds from the audio-visual 
II 
I 

;! departments of the Board of Missions and the Board of Educa-

111 2 3 tion. The commission had neither office nor staf'f. 
'I 
i( In 1952 the Council on World Service and Finance 

:1 recommended to the General Conference a budget for the 
II 

:1 Commission of approximately $165,000 a year.4 

I 

i 
\1 world 

Purpose and Function of the Television, 
Radio and Film Commission 

The Television, Radio, and Film Commission is a 

Service agency of the Methodist Church whose mission 

1 

1The Methodist Church and Mass Communication, Report 
'i of the Consultation-Workshop of Annual Coilterence Television, 
II' Radio and Film Commission Chairmen, Cincinnati, Ohio, October 
, 9-11, 1956 (Nashville: Television, Radio and Film Commission, 
;
111956), P• 6. (Hereafter referred to as The Methodist Church 

<, and Mass Communication.) 
i' 
d 
:! 2 Stoody, op. cit. 

3The Methodist Church and Mass Communication, op. cit., 

4rbid., P• 6. -

·I 

:I 
~ I 13 
,I 
!i 
!I 
·I 
I 
' 

:1 
I' 

il 
II 
I 

I 
!I 
;I ,, 
II 

\'1 ,, 
!I 
' I 

:.I 

il 
!r 
,I 



i' 
11 is to help the Church agencies use the media of mass com­
!! 

munication most effectively and most economically in present­
!! 

:: 

I! ing their message, and to tral. n ministers and laymen to utilize, 

i1 these media.l The purpose and function of the Commission, as 

stated in the 1956 Methodist Discipline, was: 

a) To unify and co-ordinate the audio-visual programs 
of all Methodist agencies dealing with projected 
pictures, recordings, transcriptions, radio and 
television programs, and other audio-visual mater­
ials. 

b) To mare the studies necessary for the development 
of a unified and comprehensive program of resources 
to serve all age groups in the home, church, and 
community, and to represent the great causes of 
the church. 

c) To produce and distribute such programs and 
materials in the area of the work of member agencies 
as the agencies may request and finance, and such 
other resources as are needed to serve the great 
causes of the church. In so far as practical the 
rental or sale of materials for Methodist use 
shall be handled through The Methodist Publishing 
House. 

d) To represent The Methodist Church in the Broad­
casting and Film Commission of the National 
Council of Churches, and any other interdenomina­
tional agencies working in the area of mass 
communication. 

e) To provide funds for scholarships, and other 
training opportunities, to prepare qualified 
persons for fulltime Christian service in this 
field, and to provide training opportunities for 

lAnonymous, "Radio and Film Commission," insert in 
Information Concerning the General Agencies of the Methodist 
Church: As Originally Prepared for the National District 
Superintendents Conference, November 22-24, 1954 and the 
Assembly of General Agencies, Cincinnati, Ohio, January 9-15, 
1955, n.p. (Hereafter referred to as "Radio and Film 
Commission.) 

" 



i 
;I 

.. ~- .. 

II 
ministers and lay leaders so that resources 
provided may be effectively used.l 

Policy Making 

The Commission is made up of thirty members, in-

eluding seventeen who represent the following agencies of the 

Church: the Boards of Mission, Education, Evangelism, Hos-
:'1 

:1 pitals and Homes, Lay Activities, World Peace, Temperance, 

i[ Social and Economic Relations, and Pensions, the Methodist 

'I 

I I. ,, 

Publishing House, the Commission on Public Relations and 

Methodist Information, and the American Bible Society. There 
ij 
!t 
:I 

are two members from the Council of Bishops, six represent-
~ ! 

11 ing the six jurisdictions and five members at large. The 
:i 
11 policies of the Television, Radio, and Film Commission 
i 

i,\ are made by these representatives of the entire church and 

il of the member agencies. 2 
'! 

,: 
il Planning 
., 
•! 

1! The regular full-time staff of the Television, Radio 
',I 
il and Film Commission meets several times a year with a Con­
i! 
il, sultation staff made up of representatives from the various 
11 member agencies. Here the requests of member agencies for 

II material and programs are "presented, discussed, and co-
!! 

ordinated; budgets and schedules of production are planned; 

ii 
'I 

~ 
·I 
I !, 

'I 

·I 
II 
i 

!I 
i! 

:.I 

' I 

I 
I 
n 
ii 
i! 

:i 
:I ., 
II 
.I 
! 
I 

·~t 

•! 

!i 
6 ':1 

~~~~~~~~~~::;;....;;:~::r:~..r==:...::..<4:. !I 
., 
I 
il 

op. cit. 

! 

il 

15 
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!J and uni.fied plans for training opportunities are developed. nl 

II 
'I ,, 
'I 

Facilities and Production 
., 
il 
il 
:I 
ll 
I 

Facilities 

Following the 19.52 General Con.ference, the Commission 
il 

!,) established its headquarters in the Board of Education 

li building in Nashville, Tennessee, employing a small starr. 
I! 

:I 
" 
il 
!I 
I' 
:j 

Soon the demands of the other boards .for .films and .film-

strips made it necessary to expand so that by 19.56 the starr 

numbered twenty-.five. The necessary expansion also made a 

i 

I 
,I 

II 

II 
II 

:t 
II 

II ,, 
:I 
il 
il 
'I 

II 
II ,, 

1,1 

move to larger .facilities mandatory, so the Commission 11 

moved to a new studio and of.fice building which they shared il 
il 
!J 

II 

il 
on a rental basis with RCA-Victor.2 The work o.f the Commission jl 

still increased to such an extent that in late 19.57 the entire '1l 

building was leased and a second studio and more of.fices 

II were added. With these enlarged facilities the Commission 

to produce a motion picture utilizing twenty-tl has been able 
lj 
i one di.f.ferent studio sets. Nevertheless, there is still a 
' 
I need for more space.3 

II 
il 
il 

!J 
I 
' 

ii 
:j 

!J 
I 

II 1~. II 
2The Methodist Church and Mass Communication, op. cit., 1 

! P• 6. 

I 

I 
j 

I 

3"Television and Radio," Zions Herald, January, 
19.58, Po 3lo 

II 
•I 

li 
I 
' I 
j, 

ll 
/I ,, 
I' 
I' 
-I 
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li 
i! 

Production 

TRAFCO produces materials, programs, and resources 

for member agencies and for the Church as a whole. The 

Commission works with the member agencies in developing 

[[ scripts, with the agency being responsible for the content 
!; 

! of the message and the Commission helping to make the most 
I 

[ effective and economical use of the media.l The requests 
I 
! for production work are handled in one of three ways: through 
I! 
1 the use or the Commission's facilities and personnel, the 

I selection of another producing agency which would be in a 

.I ,, 
i' 
I' f7 
r 
:I 
I' ,, 

I' 
II 
li 
II 
II 

II 
I j, 

I! 
II 
I 

II 

I il 
! better geographic position to handle the job, or the counseling i 

i or the various agencies as they work with producers of their 

I
I 

II own choice.2 
!I 
i' 

f Support 
II 
If The weekly offering envelopes used by Methodists are 

!i divided into two sections; one for the expenses of the 

:: individual church, and the other for contributions to the 
'I ~ 
'I 
'I world Service Fund. This world Service Fund is used to 

~~~finance the Administration of the Methodist Church and the 

! activities of its agencies. The Council on World Service 
: 
I receives and disburses these funds in accordance with the 
I 
i budgets approved by the General Conference.3 A small 

lnRadio and Film Commission," op. cit. 

2The Methodist Church and Mass Communication, op. cit., 
P• B. 

' 
II 
II ,, 
:I 
I 
i 

I 
I. 
I 

I'' ·I 
II 
II ,, 
I' 
I 

I 
II 
J, 

:I 

il 
I 

3noctrine and Disci line of the Methodist Church 1 6, 1 
QR,. ciJ:; •• P• ~ • ~ 

I' 
II 

\I 



:i 

percentagel of World Service Funds are delegated to TRAFCO for 

general administration, planning, some field service and 

training opportunities, and a limited amount for production. 

Early Commission Productions 

Before the establishment of the Methodist Television 

Ministry in 1953, the Commission budget did not allow for much 

production work on an all-Church basis. The first television 

series to be produced and financed by the Commission was a 

fifteen minute program entitled "The Pastor11 .2 Dr. Robert 

E. Goodrich, minister of the First Methodist Church in 

Dallas, Texas, played the part and was "The Pastor." The 

actors were from the Dallas area, and served voluntarily 

~ or for a very nominal fee. It was a dramatic program 

demonstrating the power of God and the place of the church 

and pastor in the life of the individual and the community.3 

The twenty-six program series, distributed through the 

Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of 

Churches, began in November, 1953 with cumulative placements 

to March of 1957 amounting to two hundred thirty-one, plus 

1rn 1952 1.84% of the world Service Funds were devoted 
to the work of TRAFCO. (The Pastor (October 1952), p. 31.) 

211Radio and Film Commission," op. cit. 

3Annual Report to the Board of Managers of the Broad­
casting and F'ilm Commission of the National Council of tne 
Churches of Ghrist ih the Oriited States ot America March 
~-6, 1951 (New York: Broadcasting and Film Commission of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

~ States of America, 1957), P• 30. 

18 



twenty-one Armed Forces stations.l It was considered one of 

, the more successful religious television ventures to that 

time. The state of New Jersey awarded a "blue ribbon" to 

the program for excellence in the field of religion.2 

At the present writing an unusual radio program 

entitled 11Good News 11 is produced jointly by Ohio Methodist 

Information and TRAFCO and is distributed by the BFC of the 

National Council. Aired weekly on the Mutual network, the 

program is just what the title implies. It is a weekly 

summary of those events which point out the positive side of 

the news, rather than the more sensational items which are 

contained in most newscasts. The programs are taped each 

i week by the Reverend T. c. Whitehouse at his headquarters in 

Columbus, Ohio, then sent to New York where they are broad­

cast on Saturday mornings.3 

Typical Work for Member Agencies 
of the Methodist Church 

·The main purpose of establishing a broadcasting and 

film commission for the Methodist Church was to coordinate 

the activities of the various boards and commissions. The 

majority of work for the member agencies is in film productio~ 

111?1i·· p. 30. 

2zions Herald, (November, 1955), P• 8. 

311Radio Notes," Broadcasting and Film Commission 
News, Winter, 1958, P• 2. 
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however, the following illustrations exemplify the way in 

which TRAFCO has been fulfilling its obligations to the member 

agencies in radio and television: 

Board of Education.--The Board relinquished its 

production budget to TRAFCO; the amount to be used to cover 

a part of the Board's requests.l 

Board of Missions.--The Board of Missions also 

turned over its production budget to TRAFCO. 

Woman's Division of Christian Service and Upper 

~.--The second series of 11The Pastor" television program 

included a program concerned with the functions of each of 

these divisions.2 

Board of Evangelism.--Produced radio and television 

spot announcements to encourage church attendance. 

Commission on Promotion and Cultivation.--Produced 

a transcription on 11The Meaning of Lent," featuring Bishop 

Lloyd c. Wicke of the Pittsburgh Area. The program was 

broadcast over approximately five hundred radio stations.3 

l 11Radio and Film Commission," op. cit. 
2Ibid. -. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE METHODIST TELEVISION MINISTRY 

Within the past few years the various church denomi­

nations have felt an increasing responsibility to present 

by means of television a religious message, which would 

allow more and more people to know the Christian philosophy 

for moral and spiritual well-being. "Religious broadcasting 

should provide the people of a community with opportunity 

for personal identification with the kind of living, the 

kind of persons, and the kind of group life which men must 

discover today if they are to survive.nl 

Some Methodists realized shortly after the Radio and 

Film Commission had been established that the largest of all 

the Protestant denominations in the country should participate 

actively in utilizing television as a means for reaching 

individuals who might not have an opportunity to know a 

Christian life. These Methodists realized that the problems 

were great and that the task would not be easy.2 The approach 

lEverett c. Parker, Elinor Inman, and Ross Snyder, 
Religious Radio: What to do and How (New York: Harper 
and Brothers, 1948), P• ~9. 

2sidney Adams, "Through Closed Doors," Zions Herald 
(September 9, 1953), P• 2. 
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. -c -~t-- ----·- .. 
~ '.1. would have to be on a Protestant basis rather than denomi-

' national because the public as a whole would not be interested 
ii 
'I 
:1 in denominational presentations; and the stations, especially 
I, 
'I the larger ones and the networks, would be loath to give time 
' 

to individual denominations.l Bishop Gerald H. Kennedy, of 

'I the Los Angeles Area or the Church, stated that he did not 
' 

believe that many people would be "saved" by television, but 

: that the churches must get the idea across that religion has •I 
i! 
' to do with all or life, "not just one special activity on 

:! 
'i Sunday. n2 He stressed the consideration of television and 

radio as a means of encouraging people to get into the 

i; churches, and once there the personal relationships and 
·I 

fellowships with others who are there for the same purpose 

will lead to God.J 

Problems of Financing Television Production 

While members of the Church realized the need for 
' ,! 
:: Methodist participation in television research and production, 
' 

,j there still was the ever constant awareness that television 
ii 
·· production involved a tremendous investment. A thorough study ·I 

·I 
:I 
,I 

of the most effective approach would be required before any 
' 

;r specific steps could be taken and this also required financial 

I --------------------------------------------------------------~ I 

II 
H 

; P• 17 • 
! 
I 

fl 
!I 
I 

1 
~·• P• 2. 

2 11Television and Radio," Zions Herald, September, 19.56, 

3 
~·· p. 17. 
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;, backing. The Radio and Film Commission would be the agency 
i! 

I 

il that would produce television programs for the Church. In I 
I 

\ 1952 the General Conference decided that the Radio and Film 
' 

11 Commission should receive 1.84, per cent of each World Service 
I 
1 dollar for its operation.l This amounted to approximately 

1

1 
$165,000 a year.2 However, this money was allocated for the 

production work done for member agencies and the amount left 

was not sufficient to provide for television production. In 

( 1956 an increase was made to approximately $200 1 000 1 but this 

still did not allow for all-Church television.3 

:I 
" 

Origin of the Methodist Television Ministry 

:i In June, 1953 the Commission named a special committee 

II to do program research for a proposed national religious tele-

·I vision series. On June 19 of that year Bishop Tippett, 'I 

r! Commission President, met with this group to discuss a possible :t 

:f format and budget.4. This contemplated production series was ,, 
! '; 

,I in addition to the quarter-hour series, "The Pastor, 11 which 

,I was to be released in November, 1953. Floyd w. Woodcock, a 
II 
I --------------------------------------------------------------~ 

lThe Pastor (October, 1952), P• 31. 
H 

:: 2The Methodist Church and Mass Communication, Report 'i 
':1 of the Consultation-Workshop or Annual Conference Television, 

1

··1' 

' Radio and Film Commission Chairmen, Cincinnati, Ohio, October 
~1-~9-ll, 1956 (Nashville: Television, Radio and Film Commission), ,i'_.

1 
1, p. 6. (Hereafter referred to as The Methodist Church and Mass , 
ii Communication). 
i[ 
1: 3Ibid;., P• 6 • :j 

II 4.nProgram Study for Religious TV Now Under Way, 11 Zions 11 

Herald, June 17, 1953, P• 3· 1
[ 

ii 
i 
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'i 

:I 
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,., [[ Methodist layman from Wilmington, Delaware, provided a 
I 

,I $10,000 grant to support the research of the committee. 
'I 
il. The budget for such an extensive venture was by 

" 

far the most important item. While the proposed series 

could be distributed by the National Council of Churches 

and aired on sustaining time by stations, it still would 

:1 require a large amount for production purposes. When the 

:i Council of Bishops met in December, Bishop Tippett approached 
I 

'i the group with a plan to secure $296,ooo annually for the 

i1 rest of the quadrennium for a Television Ministry. This 
!i ;: 
1•, 

·: amount, he explained, would be used to produce the proposed 

! series and to continue research in the field. "The brilliant 
1:, ,, 
,: presentation made by Bishop Tippett, with its prophetic 

',I insight as well as factual statement, convinced both the 

'; Council of Bishops and the Council on World Service and 

'Finance."l 

The responsibility for promoting this financial pro­

'i gram was assigned to the Commission on Promotion and Culti-

ii vation in cooperation with the Radio and Film Commission.2 

i 
:, This Commission met the following month to consider a plan 
I 

11 of action and procedures. The plans had to be modified some-
,, 
i[ what, especially in relation to the proposal that each Annual 

i 
:) 
'I ~1. 
il ""'t 
I 
t 

,, 
'1--------------------------f, I 

,I 

!I ill·· 
'I 
I' 

!I 
·l 

I' 
:I 
II 
II 
II 
il 

1The Methodist Church and Mass Communication, 22• 
P• 21. 

2 Ibid., P• 21. 



·+-
!'1 Conference of the Church be asked to contribute a proportional 

amount. Thus, the appeals had to be made on a purely volunteer 

'i basis at the Annual Conference level.l The Methodist Tale­

formally launched on June l, 195~. 2 Then 
:i 
'I vision Ministry was 
;! 
'' in 1956 the General Conference adopted it as a part of the 
:r 
I '' Methodist Church program. 
p 
•I 

Success of the Television Ministry 

Despite the inability of the Commission on Promotion 

and Cultivation to solicit proportional gifts from each ot 

11 the Annual Conferences, many of them voluntarily set their 
:j 

il own goals and requested local Churches to place definite 
I 

;; amounts in the benevolence budgets.3 The financial success 
i: 

of the Ministry has not come up to Church expectations. An 

annual budget of $296,000 had been requested. The results 

of the first two years were as follows:~ 

Total received for the Fiscal Year of 195~-55 
Total received 1955-56 

Two Fiscal Years Total 

if Methodists contributed $0.008 per member during the first eight 1 

:1----------------------------------------------------~ ,, 
\:1 

,I 

!'I gram," 
I, 
I 
I 

I ill·· 
I 

II 
!! 

il 

II 

r 
!I ,, 
I 

l 112!!!• 1 P• 21. 
2nsishop Tippett Outlines Plan for Methodist T-V 

Zions Herald, December 8, 195~, P• 3• 

3The Methodist Church and Mass Communication, ~· 
P• • 

~Ibid., P• 21. 

Pro-
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of the 1956-57 fiscal year.l 

The Television Ministry, through the Annual Con­

ference Television, Radio and Film Commission Chairmen, is 

il attempting to promote a Methodist per person donation of 

if $0.10 each year.2 Another promotional plan is that whereby 
I .I 
i'i a participant can contribute an amount that would cause the 
" 'I 

;i Ministry to reach so many viewers. For example, the cost of ·· 

i1. producing Methodist productions has been estimated at about ,[ 

ii $5.00 per one thousand viewers. A contributor can give $1.00 
li 
:: to reach two hundred viewers, $5.00 for one thousand viewers 
:i 
,i and so forth.3 Although the Commission went 11 into the red" 
!I 
•I on ,. 
!I !; ,, 

,, 

the series,4 thirteen programs were produced. 

"The Way" Series 

Planning, Production, and Promotion 

The research committee that was established in 1953 

been continuously striving for the most effective way to !i !I has 
,, i 

ii present a religious message over a medium that involves such i 
i'l -----------------------.,..-..---------!! ,, 
;f lTelevision, Radio and Film Commission, What About 
'II Religious Television?, Pamphlet (Nashville: Television, 
,, Radio and Film Commission, n.d.} 
" 'i 2Ibid. 

,, 
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a diversified audience. It was hoped that as the Television 

Ministry grew more successful it would allow for them to plan 

over a long period of time rather than to produce programs 

~~ as funds permitted. In looking ahead they were attempting to 

I discover a presentation that would appeal to those outside 

of the church and stimulate those who already know a Christian 

life. 

Planning 

They decided that this first series which was con-

d templated would be established as a pilot study to try to 
li ,, 

ri 
learn the extent to which a television program could be built 

the Church.l The result• would be scrutinized ,, 
" if 

into the life of 

, very carefully so that the following Methodist productions 
:I 
'i 
ii would prove even more effective in communicating a Christian 

il message. 
d ,, 
:: ,, 

ii 
·I dramatic 

i: that had ,, 
' 

This first series of thirteen was to be produced on a 

format without the worship service type of programming 

become so familiar. The sectarian elements of Pro~ 

testantism were to be minimized.2 The programs were to be 

·~ 

I 
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directed to "A family audience, with special appeal to 

uncommitted people who are not hostile to the Church, and 

lii the large bloc of 1 part time 1 Church members who are nomi­

,, nally committed, but inactive. Hl The title for the series 

:1 was taken from John 14:6: 11 I am the way, and the truth, and 
,, 

the life." 

i! 
:.i Production 
'• 

While the series was a Methodist experimentation, it 

also was a TRAFCO contribution to the programming of the 

Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National council of 

Churches. BFC personnel participated with TRAFCO in the 

development of the series. The actual production did not 

take place in either Nashville or New York. They were pro­

duced by Family Filma of Hollywood2 and utilized professional 

Hollywood actors, writers, and producers.3 

Presentation Requirement 

A rapid scanning of the television or radio programs 

i in a local newspaper reveals that the majority of religious 
I 

1\ programs are aired on Sunday mornings. One of the unusual 
:: 

!i stipulations that was made by the Methodist Church was that 
·I 

i, --------------------------------1 
!i lThe BFC 19$6 Annual Report, op. cit., P• 28. 
" ;: 2The Methodist Church and Mass Communication, £2• 
;, ill•• P• 
'I 

• 

il 
I' 

~ 
3The BFC 19$6 Annual Report, op. cit., P• 28. 

.I 

•I 
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' :i 

ii "The Way" should not be shown on Sunday mornings or extremely 
d 
';,late at night. They gave five valid reasons for this request: 
! 
il {l) Ministers and other Church leaders urged that it not be 
I 

ilshown Sunday mornings; (2) in many television markets the 
·' I 
I 

•· available audience is quite small on Sunday mornings; (3) 
I 
I 

:church people should also be able to view the program so 
i 

!! that a more effective audience could be built; (4) "further 

' 

1support of the Television Ministry depends in a large measure 

!upon the knowledge and enthusiastic reception of the programs 

by our constituency in addition to the non-church audience; 111 

. (5) and since the series was to be presented in a particular 
i 
I 
;order, and since the Commission could only afford fifty prints 

iof each title, saturation in the first run was impossible.2 

The excluding of Sunday morning and late evening 

:telecasting as a requirement for use of the program was a 

· significant step by a religious group that relied on public 

service time for the presentation of its series. While some 

stations did not schedule the series because of these 

!restrictions, the policy "paid off" in that more stations 
1: 

took special notice of the quality of the program and of the 

Church's desire to build a large audience and scheduled it in 

"A" and "B" time periods.3 For example, WABC-TV in New York 

lTRAFCO 1956 Annual Report, op. cit., P• 18. 
2 
!E!9.·· 

3 Ibid., -
P• 18. 

P• 18. 
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ii 
if scheduled the program Saturday afternoons at 1:301 and as of 
i 

',j January l, 1957 it had scheduled a third run for the series .2 

il Promotion 
~~ 
il 
:\ An elaborate promotional campaign was used in launching 

'the series. The desire was two-fold; one that the press should 

know about 11The Way" and Methodist television as a whole, and, 

secondly, that the individual Methodist Churches throughout the 

country should become interested in the series. 

The Church called on a professional New York public 

relations firm, Banner and Grie4 to assist in furnishing 

information on the series to the press.3 On January 13, 1956, 

a month before stations were to begin telecasting 11The Way", 

it was publicly launched by Bishop Tippett at a press review 

, in the Johnny Victor Theater, RCA Building, New York.4 

! 

;j 

I 
The other aspect of the promotion, creating local Church!! 

, interest, utilized a Pre-Release Kit for pastors, containing 

· printed material to help build an audience at the local level 

and to integrate the programs with the work of the individual 

.churches. The material was sent two weeks before the first 
! 
! 
;i stations were to begin broadcasting the program. The local 
r' :!-------------------------------­,, 
II lnon Television, 11 New York Times, February 25, 1956, 
'iP• 37• 

2TRAFCO 1956 Annual Report, op. cit., P• 18. 

31!!.!.!!•• P• 16. 

4rbid., P• 15. 
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li churches were also asked to parti~~pate in the promotion by 
I! 
/i presenting in the churches one of the programs, "Immortal 
!j 
1
> Love." The film included a prologue which presented the aims 

~ i 
I, 

1: of the Television Ministry. 
li 

I 

!I 
I 

~ ! 

Objectives 

At the press review launching "The Way11 Bishop 

Tippett defined the objectives of the series as: 

1. To bring more people more completely under the 

2. 

influence of the life and teachings of Jesus. 

To convince more people that Christianity can 
help them in making decisions and in meeting 
everyday problems. 

i 3· To interpret the Church as a place of fellowship 
and inspiration--a relationship that can add 
dignity and purpose, strength, and joy to the 
life of every individual. 

4• To create a general climate of opinion in which 
religion is not only treated with toleration, or 
even respect, but hailed as the source of all the 
values that give meaning and security to life. 

>• To inspire more people to take seriously their 
responsibilities as members of society and to 
convince them that what they do is important.l 

Evaluation of Program Content 

In an attempt to evaluate the program content of 

some of the presentations, four programs of the series will 

,, be discussed briefly. The programs to be evaluated are: 

j: 

II 
'I 

II 
il 
'I 
ll 
'I 

lr 
II 
" 

11An Eye For An Eye".--In this, the first pro-

gram of the series, a clergyman on the lower East Side 

31 



:I 
II 
q 

II 
I' il 
II 
II ,, 
q 
II 
'I 
' 

- - . ,_.------.----~-

of New York tries to save three boys from delinquency. 

His reward is a "brutal beating" in which he loses the 

sight or an eye. "The play does not end trimphantly 

in Church. One boy is killed by the police, another 

is picked up for robbery, and only the third is able 

to throw orr his gang associations and start the long 

road of study to become an eye surgeon."l 

"Immortal Love 11 .--A man suddenly learns he is 

dying from cancer and learns to face death with 

Christian courage.2 

"Our Father's World11 .--This program concerns a 

young ex-serviceman who is having difficulty in 

reconciling his ideals of services to humanity with 

11 the reality of a world seemingly interested only in 

•What•s in it for me?• 113 

I 

~I 
I 32 
J 
I 
I 
I 

I 
' 

"Give Us Tomorrow" .--Here the power or forgive- 'I 

ness is dramatized. It depicts a successful lawyer who 

is a failure in his personal life because of a feeling 

ii or gu1lt.4 

,, 

li -------------------------------­'1 

1~1
1 1stanley Rowland, Jr., "Methodists Begin TV Drama 

1
1
, Series," New York Times (January 14, 1956), P• 37. 

II 211 New TV Series Planned, 11 The Pastors Journal, 
II, November-December, 1955, p. 8. 

II 3~ •• p. 8. 

I, 4Ibid •• p. 8. ,, -
I 
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:I 
i 

II Liston Pope Charges 

Even since the religious denominations began to produce[ 

1! programs for radio and television, there have been controver- 'I 
il :: 
!l sies as to the proper presentation of a religious message. The :1 

" il various religious groups, who interpret the Gospel differently, 
d 
ii have a tendency to differ in their radio and television pre-

sentations. 

i In the New Haven study of audiences of religious radio ·I 
!I '' and television programs,l Protestant programs were grouped into 'I 
II 
'/ 

ij 
i: 
ii I• 

:! 

three classes: 

The first were the "Fundamentalist" programs 

which explicitly emphasized their purpose to convert 

people to the Church. 

The second group were those which appeared "to 

treat individuals as endowed with inalienable dignity 

and with the potential for growing in the process of 

working out their own problems.n2 These programs did 

not attempt to convert people to their particular 

faith. 

The third group included both Protestant and 

nondenominational programs. All programs in this 

group gave religious experience primarily an intra-

lEverett c. Parker, David w. Barry, and Dallas w. 
Smythe, The Television-Radio Audience and Religion (New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1955), P• 114. 

2~., P• ll4. 

!I 
ii 

I ,, 
I 
·' : 
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personal approach rather than one of concern for 

fellow men.l These programs have been dubbed as those 

belonging to 11 the peace of mind cult."2 

Some of the most significant criticisms ever made of 
I' :i religious broadcasting 
" d 
i/ Divinity School, spoke 
): 

came when Liston Pope, Dean of the Yale :1 

to the annual meeting of the BroadcastinJ 
,, 

and Film Commission of the National Council of Churches in 

March, 1955. Some of his charges were: 

Many so-called religious broadcasts are neither intelli­
gible nor intelligent from a Christian point of view. 

And some of the 'wholesome family' sketches, he asserted~ 
constitute the 'best argument for celebacy advanced 
since the middle ages.' 

1 It is not likely that a few psychological gimmicks or 
changes of attitude will resolve tensions that are 
really significant.' 

'In short, too many allegedly religious programs are 
either sentimental or emaciated or both. In their 
effort to be appealing, they quickly become appalling 
from the standpoint of sincere

3
and well-founded and 

full-ranging Christian faith.' 

Dean Pope mentioned ten programs, three either pro-

11 duced or distributed by the Broadcasting and Film Commission 
ii 
;I of the National Council of Churches. These included "This 
!i 

' ., is the Life" and a radio and a television program featuring 

1Ib1d., p. 114-. 

2George Dugan, "Church Programs on the Air Criticized," 
New York Times (March 2, 1955), P• 25. 

31£g., p. 25. 
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11 Dr. Norman Vincent Peale .1 
lj 
!i 
" ii New York Times Review 
'i 
li 
'I 
il 

After discussing program contents of "The Way", 

li 
! 

relating the three categories of Protestant broadcasting 

as disclosed in the New Haven Study, and presenting the strong 

charges against religious broadcasting by Dean Pope, it would 

!i be appropriate to discuss 11The Way" in regard to which of the 
'I 

II 

three categories of Protestant broadcasting it would fall and 

whether or not or to what extent the Liston Pope charges were 
:1 
!i 
i' applicable to the series. It should be pointed out that "The 
i 

:, Way" was not released until February, 1956 and the Pope charges 
ti 

:1 were leveled at the BFC meeting in March, 1955. Thus, these 

I! charges might have had some influence on the planning of the 
1~1 Methodist series. 

In the first "The Way" program, "An Eye For An Eye," ii 
ll the New York Times reviewer emphasized that 11 the play does not 

!I end triumphantly in church" and that only one of three 

;I delinquents develops into a reputable person.2 J. P. Shanley 
!I 
il of the New York Times, in reviewing the premier, said that the 

il actors "performed convincingly in a production that provided 
'i 
'I excitement while illustrating a valuable lesson. 113 Bishop 

11-----------------<l 
'I 

111&!!·· P• 25. 
il 2 , Rowland, op. cit., P• 37. 
i 3 
I 

J. P. Shanley, "series has Premier," New York Times, 
. (February 27, 1956), P• 45. 

~-
ii 
tl 
I 
il I, 
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!I 

il 

n ~t~;~pott hl ... lt :,.,,. ,:, ,.-:: .... the '"""'"' ••• 

!i 
!'. interested in a completely honest presentation. He added 
'i 
1
[ that "the Church respects the integrity of the individual 

:I 
!! to make his own decisions and asks only the privilege to lay 
n 
:i the claims of the Gospel before him."l 
ll 

II 

In attempting to compare the series with the Liston 

Pope charges it might be pointed out that any religious 
'1/ 

dramatic presentation could become a victim of the charges 

I
'! from time to time or perhaps for one or two programs. Having :1 

1
1 evaluated the content of several programs, and after discussing ; 
:I 1 

·i the objectives of the series and having presented some of the :/ 

~~ viewpoints of the television critics of the New York Times, ;I 
II 'I 
!' it can be said that the series may have been guilTthyeosferseiveseral ·.·.·/1 

n 
il 

II 

of the Pope charges in some sporadic instances. 

i 
as a whole would not fall into the category of Dean Pope's 

"Peace of Mind Cult112 and did much to show that, although 
' other series were guilty of some of these charges, "The Way" ,[ 

had given a fresh insight into religious television programming.! 
!i 

Placement 

As of January 1, 1957 one hundred fifty stations had 

scheduled the series, sixty-six stations had scheduled it for 

,, 

I 

I 
I 

I 

il re-run, 

! 

and six had scheduled a third run.3 

lRowland, op. cit., p. 37• 

2Dugan, op. cit., P• 25. 

To February, 1958 ·'i 
' ' 

il 
it 

3TRAFCO 1956 Agnual Repopt, op. cit., P• 18. 'i 
'I 
il 
:I 

'I 

I 
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ii 

" 

it had been presented on one hundred sixty-five stations.l 

As was mentioned earlier in the chapter, "The Way" 

i! was established as a pilot series to try to discover the 

most effective religious television format. While the pro­

gram was a success by all previous standards, 2 TRAFCO was 

not satisfied with this success because they had not received 

the interest or the support of the local Churches that had 

been anticipated. They also felt that the BFC of the 

,, National Council was limited in the extent to which it could 
i 
:i 

reach all of the local television stations and that it would 

'i require an active local organization. "'The Way' had found 

local church and community leadership too preoccupied with 

'business as usual' to give it more than passive acceptance. 113 

They felt that this apathy on the part of individual church 

members would be the most important problem to be overcome 

in the entire Methodist Television Ministry. Actually the 

problem which faced the Methodists is one of the most crucial 

in the entire religious broadcasting field. 

The plans for production of a second series were 

P• 63. 

3Ibid., P• 63. 
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temporarily halted while the Promotion and Research Committee 

of TRAFCO evaluated this lack of local participation with the 

'' hope of coming up with an even stronger format in the second 
" " ,, 

series. They decided that the best appeal to local interest 

,! would be to have local people participate because where there 

is local participation, interest grows and there would be a 

secure local promotion. 1 The Committee also felt that to 

present a religious television program was not enough, the 

results of a program must be known. They felt that if persons 

,, 

within a community were laboring under a problem similar to 

that presented in a program there should be a way that they 

could be encouraged to share that problem with the local 

minister or other qualified persons.2 

Future Programming 

11Talk Back" 

As a result of the evaluation and research on 11The 

series, the Promotion and Research Committee has come up 

" !! with an unusual and extremely stimulating program format. ,, 
'I 

'i The format consists of a twelve to fifteen minute dramatic 

,i presentation of a contemporary problem or need, to be followed 

" 'i by a discussion of this problem--in most instances by a group 
:I ij of prominent clergy and lay personnel from the immediate , _____________________________ ___. 

'I 
1 lThe Methodist Church and Mass Communication, 2£• 
i cit., p. • 1-
[i 

··~·· 

2Ibid., P• 3• 
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In the overall plan, the local community will receive 

an introductory packet from TRAFCO and, with the help of the 

local council of churches, secure a thirty minute time period 

on a local station.l The next move would be to select a 

competent master of ceremonies from a local congregation to 

link each program together. 

The 11 live 11 local portions of the program can take 
'I I, 

!i several forms. The panel discussion is the one that is 
:: 
:i thought to be the most effective. 
ii 

It was suggested by the 
!i 
;, Promotion and Research Committee that the local Methodists 
:: 
i' 

i1 organize a Television Committee to select the panels for 
II 
!i 

il each week. One week the panel could consist of ministers 

'i and academicians, another week prominent businessmen, or 
II 
I! another could be made up of teenagers. The background of 
" 'I \\ the panel could be linked to the content of the introductory 

II drama. Another approach would be one where the "feedback" 

I would come from the television audience, either through 
·I 

illetters to be discussed on a later program or by phone 
:i 
,, calls during the latter half of the program.2 
il 
I 

;i The 11 live 11 part of the program will require the 
'I !!services of production crews of the individual stations. If 
I 
'I lithe station is unable to provide such a crew or if Methodists 
!I ll ______________________ _ 

ll'li 

1
Ibid., P• 3• 

2Ibid., P• lj.. 

l 
1: 
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· ·· c~-r----~~c···· -.-, ~~ ····. --.~-.,. ·-= ... o· · .. -=~---,- · =~ · " -"' ' ii are not able to secure strong local participation, there is 
II 
)i i 
;I an alternate plan. A packaged .filmed panel, supplied by TRAFCo,1 

can be substituted .for a "live" panel. This filmed panel 
![ 
:1 might also be viewed by the local panel before a telecast ,, 

to allow them to understand what is expected of them and 

to have them see how another panel has discussed the issue.l 

In discussing a title for the series, the Committee 

thought of using the former title, "The Way," with some 

alterations, but decided finally on a very appropriate 

title, "Talk Back," conveying the idea of two-way communi­

cation. The dramatic problems and needs to be depicted 

during the first part of the program were selected by means 

of a survey of nearly ten thousand Methodist ministers who 

chose the areas in which they thought their people would be 

most interested.2 Although specific titles have not been :[ 

selected, the thirteen programs will be on these questions: 

Insecurity--Where is our real security to be found? 

Civic responsibility--What is the responsibility of 
the Christian in civic affairs? 

Suffering--How do we handle suffering? 

Reari~ children--How can we help our children grow in 
the C lstlan faith in the midst of a secular society? 

1 Jill•, P• 5. 
2Television, 

Pamphlet (Nashville: 
n.d.). 

Radio and Film Commission, Talk Back, 
Television, Radio and Film Commission, 



.i 

' 

Prayer--How does it help to pray? 

Knowing God's will--How do we know God's will? 
can we be sure we are doing God's will? 

How 

Belonging and acceptance--How can we rind a sense or 
belonging and acceptance? 

Guilt--What happens when we try to ignore the reeling 
of guilt and do not seek or gain forgiveness? 

Lire•s good and bad breaks--How do we handle the good 
and bad breaks of !Ire? 

Faith--How does the Christian raith give meaning to 
our lives? 

Christian principles--How can we participate in today•s 
competitive business world without compromising our 
Christian principles? 

Anxieties and rears--How does our Christian faith help 
us handle anxieties and rears? 

Pressures of modern living--How does our Cbristia~ 
faith help us face the pressure or modern living? 

William H. Starkey, in charge or news films for the 

ABC Television Network, is on a six months leave or absence 

to serve as producer or the 11Tallr1 Back" rilms. 2 

is scheduled to be released in October. 

The series 

In order to promote the series and to make it more 

efrective at the community level, an intensive training pro­

gram is now in progress throughout the country. Larger 

sessions are being held in dirrerent areas and those who 

attend these sessions will be responsible ror promoting the 

l~. 

211Television and Radio," Zions Herald, April, 1958, 
31. 
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! 

Children's Series 

The New Haven Communications Research Project of 

the BFC of the National Council of Churches revealed that 

children today are exposed to almost nothing but westerns, 

i! killings, cartoons, variety shows, and adult programs.l 
:, 
il 
!i Actually, youngsters enjoy learning things from television 
! 

and like good programs.2 

In June, 1955 representatives of the Division of 

the Local Church of the Board of Education and the staff of 

TRAFCO participated in a consultation on television conduc.ted 

by the Division or the Christian Education of the National 

Council of Churches.3 Out of this session grew plans for 

a television series for children with a Christian objective. 

The programs were to be produced by the BFC with the budget 

to be underwritten by the constituent denominations.~ 

By October, 1955 the budget had not been underwritten. 

Therefore, the TRAFCO staff, with the approval of the 

Division of the Local Church, asked the Cooperative Children's 

111 '0ff to Adventure'-New TV Series for Children," 
National Council Outlook, March, 1957, p. 22. 

2 
~·· p. 22. 

3TRAFCO 1956 Annual Report, op. cit., p. 20. 

~Ibid., p. 20. 

" . cc· --- ··-·· • 
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f""t! il TV Committee, which had been established, if they might 

il proceed on their own to produce a segment of the series 

1 instead of assuming a share of the production budget.l 

TRAFCO, in cooperation with the Board of Education 
,, 
: Division of the Local Church, began to plan a pilot film. 
" 

This introductory film, entitled "Run Away Home" had its 

! · premier January 21, 1958 in Fort Worth, Texas. This pilot 
II 
1: film will be used to test its effectiveness with children, 

and also to evaluate the response of television program 

directors.2 

The children's series will not be financed by funds 

i! to the Television Ministry, but has been designated as the 
II 

:1 "Children's Television Special." Another purpose of the ,, ,. 
p il pilot film will be to promote this special fund, since 

il ,I production of the proposed twenty-six program series will 
;I 

not begin until enough contributions have been received to 

produce at least a portion of the series.3 

l Ibid., PP• 20-21. 

2 Ibid., P• 21. 

3 11Television and Radio," Zions Herald, February, 
1958, P• 31. 

4-3 



. I 
~ 

CHAPTER IV 

LOCAL METHODIST BROADCASTING 

"The Way" series pointed out to the Television, Radio 

and Film Commission and its Promotion and Research Committee 

that there had not been much interest in the program or the 

media displayed by local ministers and laymen. The strength 

of the church and its activities is reliant upon the interest 

and support of the individual churches throughout the country. 

From 19~8 to 1956 the Methodist Church gradually realized the 

need of a broadcasting organization that would extend at least 

to the Annual Conference level and finally to the individual 

churches themselves. 

Establishment and Purpose 

In 1952 the General Conference of the Church gave the 

Annual Conferences throughout the country permission to or­

ganize a Conference Radio and Film Commission, if they so de­

sired.l Actually it did not seem practical to require a Con­

ference Radio and Film Commission before the national radio 

2, 

• 



and film organization had really begun operation.l About half 

of the conferences developed Commissions, 11 of varying degrees 

of effectiveness."2 Some of these did considerable pioneer 

work, testing organizational plans and different projects. 

:·, Several were quite strong.3 

Because of the increasing importance of the broad­

casting industry, and in light of the fact that the Television 

Ministry raised only a little more than half of what had been 

sought, and because "The Way" had not created the local 
I 

interest that had been anticipated, an Annual Conference TRAFC0 1 

became mandatory. The 1956 Methodist Discipline states: 

There shall be a Conference Television, Radio and Film . 
Commission in each Annual Conference, which, in cooperation: 
with the program boards, and other agencies in the con- · 
ference, shall have for its purpose the promotion, use, 
and production of mass communication media, including radio,

1
i 

television, and audio-visual education materials and the ' 
training of selected persons in tpe local Churches for 
effective use of these materials.4 

Other purposes that the Conference Commission serves: 

lThe Methodist Church and Mass Communication, Report of 
the Consultation-Workshop of Annual Coriterence Television, 
Radio and Film Commission Chairmen, Cincinatti, Ohio, October, i 
1956, (Nashville: Television, Radio and Film Commission), P• 7~! 

d (Hereafter referred to as The Methodist Church and Mass ·' 
!i Communication.) 

3rbid., P• 37. 

!.·1 4Doctrine and Disci 
il (Nashville: Me odist Pu 

'I 
l! 
II 
II 

!I 
,, 

v e: Tele­
(Hereafter 

6, 
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----,.;-- ---~- c·--·c-c·---··~ . -~ "' . 1. Coordination with national Methodist agencies. 

2. Encourage support and utilization of the Methodist 
TV Ministry by the local Churches. 

3· Cooperation with interdenominational agencies. 

4• Some production of material, films, filmstrips, TV 
spots, radio, and television programs. 

5. Survey and Research.l 

l 

As a result of the establishment of the Annual Con-

ference TRAFCO•s the national Commission actually extended to 

the very "grass-roots" of Methodism. Some of the Conferences, 

, as was mentioned, had established an organization before it 

became mandatory. But, there were many new Conference 

Commissions to be established and there were not enough 

ministers who had had background or training in broadcasting 

and film to sufficiently carry on the work that was required. 

As a result, a Consultation-Workshop for all Conference chair­

men, and potential chairmen from areas that had yet to estab­

lish Commissions, was scheduled for October 9-ll, 1956. 

The Television, Radio and Film Commission gave several 

important reasons for holding the Consultation Workshop: A new' 

quadrennium was beginning, all Annual Conferences would have 

, broadcasting and film agencies, and these local agencies would 
I, 
)! 

' '· I; 

I I, 

.. --~ 
!I 

il ,, 
'I 
I 

lTRAFCO Annual Report 19$6-57, op. cit., p. 38. 



for promoting the Television Ministry.l 

The Conference chairmen heard talks by many of the 
I 

:i prominent persons in commercial and religious broadcasting. 

These included Bishop Donald H. Tippett, President of TRAFCO; 

i Mr. Sig Mickelson, Vice President of CBS in charge of News and 

Public Affairs; and Dr. S. Franklin Mack, Executive Director of 

I ,, 

the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of: 
I 
' 

Churches. Work groups discussed such issues as the Methodist 

Television Ministry; the Relation of Conference TRAFCO's to 

other Conference agencies; Audio-Visual Training, Utilization 

and Resources; and Radio and Television Training, Utilization 

and Resources.2 

The Consultation-Workshop accomplished many things. 

,! Those ministers who came with little understanding or first 
" ' ': hand experience with Methodist radio and television, were 

familiarized with all aspects of TRAFCO and its work. The 

various groups allowed both the ministers and the national 

staff to discuss the proper steps to be taken by Methodist 

broadcasting both nationally and locally. TRAFCO received many 

i suggestions on the types of programs the Conference Commission­

ers thought should be offered.3 Many of the ministers received 

i' actual training in radio and television as well as audio-visual 

ii P• 1. 
:: 
' 

lThe Methodist Church and Mass Communication, op. cit., 

2~ •• pp. 37-43· 

3~ •• p. 35· 
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work. Also: 

The 118 leaders from all parts of the country were 
oriented so they can go back to their areas and help 
promote in a concerted way the raising of the million­
dollar fund needed each year for the next four years 
for the Methodist Television Ministry.l 

Present Status of Methodist Broadcasters 
at the Local Level 

Previous to this study the writer did a 11pilot 11 study 

i on the problems of local religious broadcasters. Three basic 
' i! 

problems reaulted from this study which utilized the New Haven 

'I communication research project along with other material: :! 
1. The inability of ministers to make the transition from 

pulpit to microphone. 

2. The inability to recognize the broadcast media as an 

important function of their ministerial duties. 

'i 3• The inability to recognize their broadcast audience as 

including those other than their own congregation. 

,. 
' 

In order to obtain a general view of Methodist broad­

casters as seen by various Annual Conference chairmen, this 

writer sent letters to fifty Annual Conference Television, 

Radio and Film Commissions; forty-four to Commission chairmen 

' and six to members of the Commissions. Twenty-nine replies 

·i ,, 
I! 
I! 

were received; twenty-seven from chairmen and two from members. , 

The letters to the chairmen and members of the Annual 

!i Conference TRAFCO's included questions as to whether or not 
,, 

II 

J 
'I 
1: 

!I 
" :I 
il 
' 

1~., P• 35. 



![ 
I 
I' 
!jl ,, 

~ 
I' 
Jl the problems stated were inherent among the religious broad-

~~ casters with whom they were associated. 
.I 

Some felt an inability· 

II to discuss several of the questions; a few were unable to 
li 
ii 

I: answer any. Several representative answers which illustrate 
il 
' [i the primary problems presented are included below. The 
jl. 

[: answers 

I' broader 

selected were those considered to add a somewhat 

scope to the problems that were originally posed. 
' 

The first question asked was, "Do you find that 
!: 
!i ministers are unable to make the transition from pulpit to 
!j 

II 
!l 

microphone?" Fourteen chairmen found that most ministers were 

;; unable to adjust to microphone work; four thought that they 

il were able to make the transition. li Said one: 
I' 
r' 
!: 

ii 

The obvious answer is that this is a difficult thing for 
them to do. Many of them 'freeze upr on camera ••• 
however, there are some men who have developed the skills 
snd there are more doing so every day,l 

[l Another chairman observed: 

.'i 
Speaking from personal experience, I have found that most 
ministers with whom I am familiar have made the transition 
from radio to microphone when properly speaking in a studio, 
situation. It is true that many ministers find it diffi­
cult to make the transition because of the habitual circum­
stances of always preaching to a visible audience. I 
expect that much of the criticism pointed toward the 
ministers use of religious radio centers in the ambiguous 
situation of broadcasting services where the minister has a'· 
primary responsibility to the people who are in his sanc­
tuary. There is no question but that the techniques of 
speaking to a visible audience as compared to the use of 
radio or television requires different preparation and 

ii 
I' 
i! 
i 

I 
I ltetter dated May 14, 1958 from Rev. Glenn Martin, 

I

I Chairman, Television, Radio and Film Commission, Minnesota 
Conference of the Methodist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota, to 
this writer. 

J 

I 

:; 

!i ,, 
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il 
The second question asked was, 11Do the ministers 

11 recognize the broadcast media as an important function of 
il 

,[ their ministerial duties?" 
ii 

Ten chairmen felt that ministers 

~~~ did not recognize it; six answered that ministers did recognize': 

i' ,, 
.! 

·. 
';! 

the broadcast media. One commented: 

••• more and more ministers in sizable numbers are 
realizing the broadcast media as a function of their 
ministerial duties, and have recognized that, for the 
most part, it demands a new approach. They are eager 
for the training that radio and television stations 
are giving them ••• 2 

ii Another 
I 

said: 

i 
•I 
J 
! 

No. Mainly because they do not seem able to conceive of 
an audience which they cannot see. Also because they are 
usually under heavy pressure trying to carry out an over­
loaded schedule of activities and having no basis for 
judgment in this field, their evaluations are usually 
on the basis of a reflex action against having one more 
thing to do, particularly something which does not have 
immediate tangible results. However, most men change 
their attitude when they have been given proper education 
in the importance of broadcasting and the nature and 
scope of the unseen audience.3 

The third question posed was, "When preparing a broad-

lLetter dated April 25, 1958 from Rev. Lester w. 
Sperberg, Chairman, Television, Radio and Film Commission, 

, Rocky Mountain Conference of the Methodist Church, Denver, 
! Colorado, to this writer. 

:i 2Letter dated April 28, 1958 from Rev. Raymond s. 
il Proudfoot, Chairman, Television, Radio and Film Commission, 
:

1 

•• 

1

' Pacif'ic Northwest Conf'erence of' the Methodist Church, Edmonds, 
Washington, to this writer. 

'· 
il 

I 
I 

... j .. 
I 

i 

3Letter from Rev. Stanley F. Knock, Chairman, Tele­
vision, Radio and Film Commission, Baltimore Conf'erence of 
the Methodist Church, washington, D.c., to this writer, n.d. 

" 
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("'\, I, 

:i 
:! 

ii cast, do they consider that they are speaking to those other 
II 

1
! than their own congregation?" Only nine commented either 

,I 

ii affirmatively or negatively ~s to whether or not ministers 

il consider their audience as including those outside their 
I 

!i congregation. Seven felt that they did; two thought they 
:i 
,: did not. The Wisconsin chairman said: 
ii 

So far as when the minister broadcasts as to whether he 
directs his comments to other than members ot his own 
congregation, I would say that most ministers do. At 
least they would like to believe that persons outside the 
local congregation are listening and benefiting from it, 
otherwise there is no justification for the broadcast.l 

Another observed: 

Not often. The general program is that of a simulated 
worship service, usually under the heading "Morning 
Devotions". A tendency of most men is to abstract a 
recent sermon or meditation and obviously there is no 
attempt to make a differentiation between the different 
types of audience.2 

In some instances a question was included on whether 

or not station managers in their areas are satisfied with the 

religious broadcasts and Methodist broadcasters. One of the 

chairman commented: 

Station managers with whom I have talked have been 
particularly well satisfied with our religious broadcasts, 
and in particular, any broadcasts which enamate from the 
studio as a special feature, in contrast with broadcasting 
services from churches. These just don't seem to be too 
acceptable on the part of radio stations nor on the part 

il lLetter dated May 22, 1958 from Rev. Milton 
'I Weisshaar, Chairman, Television, Radio and Film Commission, 
l1 Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist Church, Wausau, 
li Wisconsin, to this writer. 

il 
II 

t ,, 

II 
'I 
:I 
I 

2Knock, op. cit. 
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il 
11 of listening audiences.l 

11 Another said: 

" '! 
'i 
' 
n 
:I 
'i 

' 

The station managers with whom I have talked are not 
satisfied with the present average type of religious 
broadcasts. They give the free time because they feel 
they should, and I suppose as a part of good public 
relations, but they all have sad their religious pro­
grams have the lowest hearing or viewing audiences. 
The managers are constantly on the lookout for types of 
religious programs that will g2ve them higher ratings for 
this free public service time. 

Seminary Training in Religious Broadcasting 

Many ministers are becoming familiar with the tech-

iniques of radio and television production for the first time 

: through broadcast training workshops that are held throughout 

'! the country by the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the 

;; National Council and by TRAFCO. However, there is a need for 
!i 
I ·: training in radio and television before a man becomes an 

ordained minister. In a study in 1946 of Religious Broad­

casting by Councils of Churches, council secretaries and radio 

chairmen urged that training in broadcasting techniques be 

given in seminaries, and that post-seminary training be in the ! 

lLetter dated May 12, 1958 from Rev. Norman M. Paar, 
Chairman, Television, Radio and Film Commission, North-East 
Ohio Conference of the Methodist Church, Chagrin Falls, Ohio, 
to this writer. 

:1 2Letter dated May 21, 1958 from Rev. Forest H. Mead, 
I! Chairman, Television, Radio and Film Commission, Virginia 
II Conference of the Methodist Church, Alexandria, Virginia, to 
11 this writer. 
I! 
,t! 
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and institutes.l Thomas H. Marsh, Professor 

!j of Speech at the Perkins School of Theology in Dallas, has 
II 
:: stated: 

,, 
:! 

;j 

il 
~ I 

We need to step up training in our theological seminaries, 
not in the sense of attempting to turn out professional TV 
producers, but rather by giving students an understanding 
of the problems of mass communication. Then when they 
become pastors, they can with understanding promote pro­
grams sponsored by the church as a whole. They can also 
do an intelligent job of using radio, and to a lesser 
extent, television, on the local level.2 

There are ten Methodist related theological seminaries 

in this country.3 Of the ten Methodist seminaries, seven do 

not offer courses in religious broadcasting. 

Boston University School of Theology 

The Divinity School of Duke University 

Chandler School of Theology, Emory University 

Gammon Theological Seminary 

Garrett Biblical Institute 

School of Religion, University of Southern California 

lEverett c. Parker and Ross Snyder, How is Relifion 
Using Radio, A Study of Religious Broadcasting by Counc is of 

lj ChurChes in the United States, and of Training in Radio Being 
!,!! Offered by Theological Seminaries (n.p., The Joint Radio 

Committee of the Congregational Christian, Methodist, and 
~~ Presbyterian U.S.A. Churches, 1946), P• ll. 
d 
r: 

2Thomas H. Marsh, "More Stately Towers," The Pastor, 
November, 1955, P• 2. 

3"Chart of Methodist-Related Educational Institutions,"! 
Church and Campus, November - December, 1954, PP• 16-17. , 

:i 

I' 

1 ,, 
:; 
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I 
' 
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Drew Theological Seminaryl 

three now offering courses in religious broadcasting are: 

Iliff School of Theology: 

Radio and Television Ministrl - the techniques and 
methods of radio and televis on for religious pur­
poses will be studied and practiced.2 

Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist 

University: 

Religious Radio: A survey of present-day religious 
radio; a study of what it ought to be; practice in 
the actual production of various types of programs. • 

' 

Religious Television: The theory and practice of 
television as it may be used in making the influence 
of the church felt in the total community; · 
practical studio experience of putting on religious • 
programs.) 

Wesley Theological Seminary: 

Radio Steech for Ministers: 
particu ~r skills essential 
TV work.4-

A consideration of the 
to effective radio and 

Several of the institutions not offering courses in 

religious broadcasting may encourage students to tare courses 

in broadcasting in other departments of the school or 

lDrew plans to offer a course in September, 1958: i 
Religious Broadcast!~ - New media of communication'l 
and the elementary ru es of broadcasting. Students., 
will write scripts, use a microphone, and observe · 
live production. 

Drew University Bulletin (April, 1957), P• 119. 

1957), 

2rliff School of Theology Bulletin (1958), P• 55. 
3Perkins School of Theology Bulletin (1957-1958), 

4The Wesley Theological Seminary Bulletin (September, 
p. 36. 
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However, they probably would not be courses 

!! designed explicitly for the needs of religious broadcasters. 

There are about five major activities that the annual 

!. Conference TRAFCO 1 s have planned; or are now in the process of 

:; carrying out. It should be noted that some Conferences are 

' still in an organizational stage and have not begun to function 

:i as have others. Many of the Annual Conference chairmen, in 

•i their lettersl to this writer, mentioned these activities as 
I 

,' those in which they had been involved or were either being 

'i carried out or planned. 

Radio-Television Workshops 

These broadcast workshops have been most successful 

and well received in the past, and more are being scheduled 

each year. They are carried out in any of three ways. The 

national TRAFCO provides leadership for Conference or Area 

,! workshops that are set up by the individual Conference TRAFC0 1 s.~ 

Arrangements can be made either to attend or to sponsor the 

Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of 

Churches workshops and institutes that are held throughout the 

country. And, if these agencies are unable to provide leader­

ship, the Conference TRAFCO•s are urged not to wait, but to 

II 
il to the 
iJ Supra, 
!) 
h-
' d 

:i 
I 

li 
II 
il 

lThe letters mentioned here were received in response 
writer's inquiry into local religious broadcasting. 
PP• 48-52. 



!i seek persons of high technical skill within the industry who 
!i 
ii are willing to provide leadership on the Conference or 
!i 
· District level.l 

Surveys 

Many surveys of religious broadcasting activities are 

being carried out by the Conference TRAFCO's or in cooperation 

with state council of churches. These surveys are most im­

portant, especially where a new commission has just been es­

tablished. It allows the commissions to understand the broad-

casting strong points and weaknesses in their area. An 

example of this type of survey is the "Crossland Report" of the i 
! 

Baltimore Conference.2 The purpose of this survey was to get a·' 

picture of the Methodist radio ministry in the Conference and t1 

obtain from the radio stations their points of view on 

religious broadcasting.3 Information was obtained from personal i 

interviews with staff members of thirty-eight radio stations in·· 

the Conference and with representatives of local ministerial 

associations and councils of churches in eleven communities.4 

lThe Methodist Church and Mass Communication, op. cit., 
p. 45· 

2E. M. Crossland, "Report of a Survey of Methodist 
!i Religious Radio Broadcasting in the Baltimore Annual Con-
:1 ference" (Westminster, Maryland: Westminster Theological 
;I Seminary, .Tune 6, 1950) • 

;i 

!I 

il 
l 

3~., Introduction. 

4Ib1d., Introduction. 
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Activities with Councils of Churches 

'r 
The chairmen of the Annual Conference TRAFCO • a revealed·' 

ii that moat of the broadcasting that is done by ministers on the 

r' local level is conducted through the local council of churches. 
i: 
1 The ministers appear alternately with other denominations with- 1 

,I 

in the community. In the larger cities many TRAFCO organi­

zations produce television programs in cooperation with other 

denominational groups. Also, as was mentioned previously, 

surveys of religious broadcasting are being conducted in co-

l operation with state councils of churches. 

; 
!! 

Promoting Television Ministry 

One of the most important activities of the Conference ! 

TRAFCO•s is the promotion of the Methodist Television Ministry. 1 

There are actually two main functions in promoting the Tele­

vision Ministry; one is to establish interest in the Ministry 

programs, especially the forthcoming 11Talk Back" series, and 

the other is the promotion of the Fund itself. The latter is 

accomplished through the cooperation of the Conference Com­

mission on Promotion and Cultivation. 

Many of the chairmen and members have already been 

involved in the regional training sessions, preparatory to the 

"Talk Back" series, that have been held throughout the country.' 

' They are now in the process of training ministers and laymen 

in the individual communities on participation in the aeries 

and ita promotion. 

' " 
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Their work with the Commission on Promotion and Culti-

vation has been carried on in several ways. They have pre­

sented the Television Ministry to the Annual Conference 

sessions. They were also to suggest to the Annual Conference 

1: a goal that should be reached by that particular Conference.l 
'· 

• 

i, They were encouraged to discuss the Television Ministry fund at· 

i! District Conferences and assist local pastors whenever necessary 

in helping individual churches to reach their Television Mini­

stry goals.2 

Establishing Individual Church Committees 

ii 
The national TRAFCO has urged Conference chairmen to 

II 
'· 'i assist in establishing both a District Television, Radio and . 
li Film Coordinator and Advisory Committee and a TRAFCO committee 
li 
n in the individual Churches. 

i! 

i: 

I 
L 

The functions of such a committee at the individual 

Church level would include: 

Working with the pastor and the District superintendent 
in interpreting the Methodist Television Ministry to the 
Official Board and to the Quarterly Conference; 

Recommending each year to the Official Board and the 
Quarterly Conference an amount to be included in the 
local church budget for the Methodist Television Ministry 
Fund; 

Giving support to the local council of churches, minis­
terial association or similar organizations, in the place­
ment of TV and radio programs, such as the Methodist 

lThe Methodist Church and Mass Communication, op. cit., 

2rbid., P• 24. 
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Television Ministry programs and those released through 
the National Council of Churches; 

Keeping the congregation informed concerning programs on 
the air; 

Working with the pastor on projects and programs in these 
fields; 

Working with all church groups in developing effective use 
of audio-visual resources in the regular local church 
program; 

Encouraging the training of leaders in the local church in 
the selection, evaluation and effective use of audio­
visual, radio and television resources and programs; and 

Seeking assistance from the District Television, Radio and 
Film Coordinator and his Advisory Committee and from the 
Conference Television, Radio and Film Commission in per­
forming the above functions.l 

ii 
" lTelevision, Radio and Film 
11 See and Hear, Pamphlet (Nashville: 

Commission, That The! May 
Television, Radio an Film 

"Commission, n.d.) 

:: 
ii 

1:-
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CHAPTER V 

METHODIST COOPERATION IN INTERDENOMINATIONAL 

BROADCASTING 

Methodists have for many years cooperated with inter­

denominational broadcasting organizations. As was mentioned 

in Chapter II, the Church had been a member of the Joint Radio 

Committee, involving Congregationalists, Methodists, and 

Presbyterians. Methodists cooperated in the formation of the 

Protestant Radio Commission of the former Federal Council of 

Churches, which became the Broadcasting and Film Commission of 

the National Council of Churches. Methodists in the South 

cooperated with the Baptista, Presbyterians, and Episcopalians 

in the establishment of the Protestant Radio and Television 

" Center, Incorporated, in Atlanta, Georgia. The willingness 

on the part of the Church to cooperate in interdenominational 
!: 
r! broadcasting has allowed for greater utilization of the media ,, 
i: 
ii than one denomination could have accomplished on its own. 

I' q ,, 

lllll 

iJ 
j, 

~ 
i! 
!I 
,I 
il 
' 
I 

Methodist Cooperation with the Broadcasting 
Film Commission of the National 

Council of Churches 

and 

The Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National 

Council of Churches has the delegated responsibility within 

this country "to initiate and maintain a representative, 

60 
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e~fective and adequate radio, television, broadcast training 

and ~ilm program on behal~ o~ the Protestant and Orthodox 

Churches constituting the Council."l 

The BFC has established certain policies which the 
i! 
~~ Methodist Church and other BFC member denominations are 

required to abide by in broadcasting under National Council 

auspices. These include: 

1. The Broadcasting and Film Commission has program 
committees in the area o~ ~ilms, radio, television and 
broadcast training. These committees are as representative 
o~ cooperating denominations and agencies and o~ the 
National Council units as it is possible to make them 
without their becoming too large to ~unction responsibly. 
They are also representative of councils o~ churches and 
councils o~ church women. These committees pass on all 
programming and represent the avenues through which changes 
in programming may be e~~ected and new programming intro­
duced. Policy decisions are made in the Executive 
Committee and Board o~ Managers. 

2. The Broadcasting and Film Commission will endorse 
~or broadcasts only a clergyman or layman who has the 
approval of the official or agency responsible for broad­
casting in his communion, and whose communion is a member 
o~ or approved ~or membership in the National Council. 

3. The Broadcasting and Film Commission is the only 
agency constituted by the National Council to make o~~icial 
approaches to the broadcasting and film industries on its 
behal~. 

4• The Broadcasting and Film Commission's charter does 
not abridge the right o~ member communions to make use o~ 
the mass media on their own initiative. The Broadcasting 

' ;: 
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and Film Commission requests member communions not to 
jeopardize the use of facilities which, because of their 
cooperation, have been extended to the Broadcasting and 
Film Commission, and to consult with the Broadcasting and 
Film Commission in advance of any approach to networks or 
stations with regard to the launching of proposed new 
program series. 

il 5. It is assumed that in matters of cooperatively de-
termined broadcast policy, National Council member commun­
ions will recognize the Broadcasting and Film Commission 
as their representative on the national level. 

6. The Broadcasting and Film Commission maintains as 
close a working relationship as possible with the broad­
casting and film departments of both constituent and non­
constituent communions and a liaison with the Jews and 
Roman Catholics.l 

The Methodist Church, and especially its broadcasting 

agency, the Television, Radio and Film Commission (TRAFCO), co-

1'1 operates with the BFC in two major ways. First, it contributes, 
i: a proportional amount each year for BFC operations, and extra 

amounts for its share of all-BFC productions. Secondly, TRAFCO, 

produces programs on its own, which are distributed by the BFC?, 

li as the Methodist share of the overall BFC programming. 
:! 
li 
1· 

Programming 

j\ Radio 

Programs produced by TRAFCO as the Methodist Church 

li contribution to BFC radio programming are "Good News" heard 

ii on the Mutual network each week, 2 and its summer alternate 
j1 

I!-------------------
,, l 
II Ibid •• PP• 102-103. 
ii 
:I 
il 
II 
I 
li 
!! 
I! ,, 
' II 
I! 
li 
il 

2supra, P• 19. 
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;I 
li "I've Been Reading," which is produced by the West Coast 

Ill ,, office of the BFC in cooperation with the Radio and Film 
li 
'1! Commission of the Los Angeles Area of the Methodist Church.l 

I! A Methodist minister, Dr. Ralph Seckman, appears regularly 

l: on the BFC program, "The National Radio Pulpit," aired on the 
i! 

ii NBC network on Sunday mornings. 

:i 

ii Television ,, 
li 
'I The first TRAFCO program to be produced for the Broad-,, 

il casting and Film Commission was "The Pastor. 112 A total of 
i! 
\
1
! twenty-six programs were produced for BFC distribution. The 
li 
:: quarter-hour programs were first aired in November, 1953.3 

i; The second series of Methodist programs was "The Way. 114 Thir­
'1 
li teen programs were produced by TRAFCO, and they were broadcast 
i: 
I' 
11 beginning in February, 1955.5 The new 11Talk Back" series will 
;' 

II also be presented as a Methodist contribution to BFC pro-

11 gramming.6 The BFC regards very highly the potential of this 

l!------------------
1 

1The BFC 1956 Annual Report, ,:::O:.t:P:.!•.....:::.c.:.i.::.t•, P• 16. 
!; 

!; 
I· 
:I 
I; ,, 

ii 
!) 

li 
n 
it 
" II 

'I 
I, 

II 

li ,. 
~ 
'i 
1: 

ii 
li 

I\ 

2 Supra, p. lB. 

3,:T~h::;:e_.:::B!:.F.::.C....:..l9.z.5~6::....:A!.!nn:!;!.::u~a!..::l:....::R:.:::e:.t:p.::.o.:...::.rt, .::O:.t:P:.!•.....:::.C.:::i.::.t • , p • 30 • 

4supra, PP• 26-38. 

5The BFC 1956 Annual Report, op. cit., p. 28. 

6 Supra, PP• 38-42. 
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i' i: 
II forthcoming series.l BFC pers:onnel have participated in the 

il plans for the series and expect it to be even more successful 
ii 

:I 

=I 

i= 
t< ,, 

than "The Way." 

Although the Television, Radio and Film Commission of 

the Methodist Church produces many programs on its own, there 

has always been a close liaison with members of the Broadcast-

ing and Film Commission. 

One of the best examples of the inclusion of the BFC 
staff in denominational exploration of mass communication 
policy and program has been provided by the Methodist 
Television, Radio and Film Commission (TRAFCO). In the 
development of Methodist program and policy as well as in 
the maturing of plans for THE WAY and TALK BACK, Methodist 
TV Ministry contributions to the BFC-TV programming, par~i­
cipation by the BFC staff has been invited and expected. 

Special Events 

A very important division of the Broadcasting and Film 
I• il Commission is the Special Events Department. 
I 

This agency is 
I 

I 
! 

responsible for the placement of guests and features on 

P• 6. 

" 

" 
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'\ He said one way to combat such a danger would be to en-
1 

courage spiritual content in non-church-sponsored programs. • 
The best means to reach the 'unchurched' he suggested, 
'might be in collaboration with agencies handling large , 
audience programs. The name of the church would not appear, 
in these programs and they would not be labeled religious,',, 
he said.l 

Although this may be a BEC objective, the most that 

Current Trend in BFC Programming 
and TRAFCO of the 
Methodist Church 

One of the most important problems which faces the 

Broadcasting and Film Commission today is that the initial 
,, 
"------------------------t ,, 

:I 111National Council of Churches BFC, 11 New York Times, 

I ,, 

:I 
!I 

March 6, 1957, P• 31. 
2The BFC 1227 Annual 

3Ibid., P• 19. 

4rbld., PP• 19-20. 

5The BFC 1226 Annual 

Re.eort, o.e. cit., p. 19. 

Re.eort, o;e. cit., P• 47• 

6~ 



[I purpose of the organization is becoming somewhat distorted. 

~~ The Protestant Radio Commission, which became the BFC, was 
' 

li formed for the purpose of presenting an all-inclusive Protes-

li tant broadcasting strategy. The current trend in BFC pro-
p, 

i! gramming seems to be toward more denominational production work. 
d 

;' 
and less all-BFC programs. Many of the member denominations 

:, have established their own broadcasting and film agencies and 
i: 
II are producing television programs on their own. 
i; ,, 
li This trend toward denominational programming first 

1'1 

11 became apparent in 1956. In that year only three program 
il 
I• 

li series were produced by the BFC staff with total responsibility;: 

j! "Frontiers of Faith," 11Look Up and Live," and "Man to Man."l 
,, 
li Five series were produced under denominational direction with 
li 

non-BFC personnel responsible for primary planning and pro-

duction.2 These denominational productions included the 

I Methodist series, 11The Way; 11 the Evangelical and Reformed 
I 

1

!, .. series, 11 The Bible Speaks Today; '13 the Congregational-United 

Church of Canada series, "Off to Adventure; 114 the Episcopalian 

., --------------------------------------------------------------------" ,, 
i! 
·I 
II 
II 

1Ibid., P• 19. 
2 1£!.!!., P• 19. 

i: 
3The series is dirested to adults who are church­ij 

J
1 

connected or who are interested in Bible study. The purpose 
'I of the program is to explain the teachings of the Bible in 
I terms of contemporary application. (Ibid., P• 37.) 
'i 
I 4rhe program is designed for children of the fourth, ., 

I 

II 

II 

II 

fifth and sixth grades and possibly some older and younger. Tha 
aim of the series is to tell children about missionary work in 
the home and foreign field. (Ibid., P• 36.) 

" 
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li series, 

i , series, 
! 

11lllission at lllid-Century;"l and the Missouri-Synod 

11This is the Life."2 

ii "The first four of these were submitted in plan stage 
I 

l1 to the TV committee for approval, and the first three had a 

l1 BFC staff representative present at all or most planning and 

lfproduction sessions. 113 The only funds made available were for 
Jl 
!f the first three series mentioned and this was just for dis-
' 
ltribution purposes. In the case of "Mission at Mid-Century" 

' and "This is the Life, 11 even the distribution was undertaken 

I by the individual denominations. This trend toward ,, 
It denomination production continued during 1957.4 

1\ One of the results of individual denomination produc-
" 
!ition is a lack of continuous programs. Cooperation is essen-,, 

II tial to produce any prolonged series. 11We have no new 

I! programs - even on our I drawing boards I - which have a hope of 

1'1 continuing 52 weeks a year. n5 A series may have a good 

[
1
beginning, but it is over before its success can be evaluated. 

1!---------------------, 1 
I! The purpose of the series is to inform the audience 
i: of the missionary program of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
i' It is intended primarily for adults who are members of some 
\j church. (~., P• 29.) 

li 2nThis is the Life" is designed to show that the 
:1 Christian way of life is the only way of governing our behavior 
ir and providing for spiritual need. It is aimed primarily at the 
il6o million unchurched Americans. (~., P• 35.) 

ii 3_Ibid., P• 20. 
i' 
II ~he BFC 1957 Annual Report, op. cit., P• 16. 
ll 
11 >Ibid., P• 17. 
II 
II 
" i! 
! 

[i 

li 
II 
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If 

S. Franklin Mack, the Executive Director of the BFC, 

summed up the problem: 

The BFC must meet the needs of ita members. The BFC 
must also be more than the sum of ita individual parts. 
The BFC needs to learn more about the needs and purposes 
of ita constituents; what the member communions and agen­
cies ale disposed to do in and through BFC and what separ­
ately. 

One of the continuing problems during 1957 was: 

The need of the member communions to learn that, in 
Christian broadcasting at least, 'in unity there is 
strength'--and only in unity. The temptation to do 
denomination broadcasting is very strong, and ita 
futility, except for na2rowly promotional purposes, has 
yet to be acknowledged. 

Methodist Involvement 

In an effort to discover to what extent the Methodist 

!I Church has been involved in this growing trend toward denomina­
ii 
! tional production, this writer addressed a letter to Mr. Albert 

l: 
il Crews, Director of Program Production and Station Relations for 

!I the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of 

:! Churches, asking him to comment on Methodist involvement, to 
; 

:1 which he replied: 
:I 
;: 
\i 
il 
' :I 

In your letter of April 23rd you ask me to comment on 
the growing tendency on the part of denominations to do 
more of their own programming in one degree or another. 

This does not apply to the Methodist Church in 
principle although it does to some extent in practice. In 

, two series of programs thus far the Methodists have done 'i " all the financing and most of the production on programs. 
This includes THE PASTOR series and THE WAY. They are 

1~., P• 5. 
2Ibid., P• 8. 
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currently engaged in producing the new television series 
called TALK BACK. 

Actually, the Broadcasting and Film Commission has beeni 
in on every stage or this procedure and each move in the 
program has been brought in to and been approved by the 
Television Committee or the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission. So in nearly every respect it is a cooperative ', 
errort. However, instead of turning runds over to BFC to ' 
produce this program they, the Methodist Church, are pro­
ducing the program and giving us in kind rather than in 
cash to work with. This has one great disadvantage in that : 
it does not allow us to pool cash to run a series at ' 
length. In the case or the current program under pro­
duction the program called TALK BACK this is evident. 
When this is all finished we will have 13 programs supplied ' 
to us by the Methodists and nothing to go along with them 
so that at the end of 13 programs we are off the air again 
after a tremendous buildup to get a program on. If we 
could have funds instead of programs from our various 
denominations we could pool them to do more continuing 
programs. This is the kind of thing that we need to work 
toward.l 

Children's Program 

'i To discuss the trend from the Methodist viewpoint, the 
q 
H 
;I proposed children's series will serve as an example. 2 In 

June, 1955 the Television, Radio and Film Commission of the 

Methodist Church participated in the establishment of the 

BFC's Cooperative Children's TV Committee. This group was to 

produce a children's series to meet the need revealed in the 

1Letter dated May 9, 1958, from Mr. Albert Crews, 
Director of Program Promotion and Station Relations, Broad­
casting and Film Commission of the National Council of the 

1
1 Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., New York, to this writer. 

!i 2 42 il Supra, P• • 
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New Haven study.l The production budget was to have been 

i! underwritten by the constituent denominations of the National 
i! 2 
ij Council. By October, 1956 the budget had not been under-

written, so the TRAFCO staff requested permission to produce a 

segment of the Children's TV series, and made this segment the 

1
: Methodist contribution to the series instead of assuming a 

ii 
'I 
ii 

share of the budget.3 

Dr. Everett C. ~arker, one of the authors of the New 
:I " Haven Communication Research Study and Director of Communica-
'1 

!! tiona of the Congregational Christian Churches, was instru­
li 
1! mental in his denomination's production of the children's ser-
' 

'! ies, "Off to Adventure, 11 which began in February, 1957.4 The 
' ·' ·I -

~~ Congregationalists began experimenting with a children's series 
•i 
il shortly after the New Haven Study was completed and then pro-

11 duced the series, not waiting for an all-BFC production. So, 
!i ,, 
!I while Methodists and others may be willing to cooperate in 

li BFC productions, they have felt an urgent need for such 
,, 

-------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
lsee Everett c. Parker, David w. Barry, and Dallas 

' Smythe, The Television-Radio Audience and Religion (New York: 
i' Harper and Brothers, 1955.) 

II 

II 
.. ~· 

3rbid., PP• 20-21. 

~e BFC 1956 Annual Report, op. cit., p. 36. 

ii 
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fl programming and have gone forth on their own. 

II 

:I 
I, 

Financing 

il' li partially financed through proportional assessments from each 

The budget of the Broadcasting and Film Commission is 

'i 
:I 
'til member denomination. In 1956 the Board of Managers of the BFC 

1 

1
, approved an assessment of $7,000 for each million members of 

II the individual denominations.l 

11 contributed a total of $58,875: 

In 1956 the Methodist Church 

$51,882 for general support, 
il 
:i $6,850 for film production, and $143 listed under television 
il 
I for some unknown reason.2 This figure was second only to the 

il Presbyterian Church in the u.s.A., which contributed 

However, the breakdown of the Presbyterian U.S.A. il $58,923.3 

' total was somewhat different than for the Methodist total; 

1

' .. only $16,000 went for general support, $15,000 went for BFC 

television production, $23,525 for radio work, $8,800 for film 

!i production, $2,000 for research, and $1,598 for other 
:i 
if projects.4 
•! 

This comparison reveals that the Presbyterians 

:1 transferred a large part of their broadcasting budget to BFC. 
:! 

'I 

I 
I 
! 

Their proportional amount for general support was only 

1--------------------------lt 
111Religious Media to Get $1,748,980, 11 New York Times, 

March 8, 1956, P• 59. 

11 
2The BFC 1956 Annual Report, op. cit., P• 85. 

!i 3Ibid., P• 85. 
'I 
II 4Ibid., p. 85. 

!I 
:1 
'I 
I 

l 
I 
ll ., 
I 

:1 
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slightly more than one-third of the Methodist amount for 

general support, yet their overall contribution is greater. 

Financial figures for 1957 were not available, 

An important point in discussing the financing of the 

BFC should be made, That is that the largest source of income 

is not the member denominations, but the listening audience.l 

Through distribution of sermon copies and special 
1 give-aways 1 we establish a source of income to cover 
operating expenses of both Audience Mail and Fund Raising 
Departments, with additional income over and beyond these 
expenses toward program and administration operations.2 

The contributed income from member denominations for general 

support is the second largest source,3 Both the income from 

the listening audience and member denominations decreased 

during the first eleven months of 1957, as compared with the 

same period in 1956.4 

The problem of finance is of major concern to the BFC. 

The individual denominations have provided funds for general 

support, but have not been pooling their resources for BFC 

production.5 Dr, Mack sums up this problem in his 1957 

report: 

A measure of failure must be acknowledged in the fi­
nancing of the BFC. For the third year, despite a marked 

lThe BFC 1957 Annual Report, op. cit., P• 47. 

2~ •• P• 33· 

3rbid., P• 47· 

4Ibid., P• 47· 

5crews, o;e. cit. 
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under-spending of approved budgets and our best efforts 
at fund-raising, we came perilously close to ending the 
fiscal year with a deficit and with reserves depleted. 
The plain fact of the matter is that the BFC income is 
much too dependent upon audience mail support, which is 
subject to fluctuation. We do not yet receive from our 
member communions anything like the support we must have 
to hold our own in this highly competitive field. The 
BFC enters 1958 with a minimal staff and ro free funds 
for experimentation with new programming. 

il He states that adequate financing would not be resolved until 
;; 
i' the member communions agree on the role to be played by the 

~~ BFC. 2 He felt that the problem might not be resolved until 
I~ 

I 

ii 
li 
" 

the results of the 

Radio, TV and Film 

new BFC Study Commission on 

in Religion3 were known.4 

the Role of 

Methodist Participation in the Protestant 
Radio and Television Center, Inc. 

In 1945 a Presbyterian u. s. minister, Dr. John M. 
I' 
il Alexander, conceived an idea to eliminate denominational com-

petition for broadcast time among Southern religious broad­
!! 
'!I casters. He, along with Bishop Arthur J. Moore of the 

!j Methodist Church and the late Bishop John Moore Walker of the 

i Protestant Episcopal Church, began the cooperative effort which 

li -------------------------------------------------------------------" 

!; 

I 
\I 
II 
II ,, 
I 

:i 
!t 

lThe BFC 1957 Annual Report, op. cit., P• 7. 

2 Ibid., P• 7• 

3see The BFC 1957 Annual Report, op. cit., P• 11. 

4Ibid., PP• 7-8. 
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became the Southern Religious Radio Conference.l 
I 

The ConferenCE!! 

., included the Baptists, Presbyterians U, s., Methodists, and 
:; 

Episcopalians.2 

In 1949 the Conference raised $25,000 to establish the 

;[ Protestant Radio Center, the only interdenominationally-owned 

radio production center in the country.3 It was operated as a 

1 non-profit corporation by four denominations, four inter-

denominational agencies, and three Southern colleges, and was 

located on the campus of Agnes Scott College in Decatur, 

Georgia.4 There was a denominational transition before the 

Center was launched. The Baptists resigned from the Con-

1 ference to form their own Baptist Radio Center in Atlanta, and 
;! 

were replaced by the Lutherans. Later in 1949 the number of 

denominational participants rose to five, with the inclusion of.: 

the Presbyterians U.S.A,5 
I 

Methodist participants in the Center! 

are those of the Southeastern and South Central Jurisdictions 

of the Church.6 

1Alfred Harrison Lee, III, rtA Study of Two Contemporary, 
Approaches to Interdenominational Religious Radio and Tele­
vision11 (unpublished Master's thesis, Colle~e of Arts and 
Sciences, University of Alabama, l95o), p. ~7. 

21.£!£., P• 47• 
311The South's Religious Radio Center, .. Federal 

Council Bulletin, December, 1949, PP• 8-9· 

4Ibid., p. 8. 

•I 5Lee, op. cit •, P• 49· 

!1

1 

6Thomas H. Marsh, 11 More Stately Towers, 11 The Pastor 
• (November, 1955), P• 2. 
:I 

!I 
- ti· 
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The major activity of the Center has been a radio pro­

duction entitled 11The Protestant Hour." The program is 

carried on a non-commercial religious network that started 

with twenty-six stations, expanded to ninety-nine by 1949,1 

and by 1956 over three hundred stations in thirty-five states 

'! in this country, as well as Alaska, The Philippines, Puerto 

Rico, and the Virgin Islands aired the program.2 The format 

of the series is similar to that of the Broadcasting and Film 

1
' Commission• s "National Radio Pulpit" which represents the views 

of all BFC members.3 But the significant difference is that 

11The Protestant Hour" is presented in five segments each year, 

one for each of the participating denominations. The purpose 

of the program is not to broadcast a cooperative religions 

presentation, but rather to present the viewpoint of the 

1
, particular denomination broadcasting on each segment.4 

ii 
'I :: 
I 

!I 
il 
II ., 
il 
:; 
n ., 
I 

il 

The content and presentation of the programs produced 

at the Center are the responsibility of each participating de­

nomination. The Staff of the Protestant Radio and Television 

Center act only in an advisory capacity, and, therefore, are 

limited 1n the extent to which they can determine programming 

111The South's Religious Radio Center," op. cit., p. 8. 

2Lee, op. cit., P• 59. 

3~ •• pp. 60-61. 

4rbid., p. 61. 
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\\ efforts .1 
i: 
I' il The Center has grown and expanded continuously since 

ii :j 1949· In 1953 construction of a new radio and television 
!! 
II center began on ground donated by Emory University, and in 
i: ,, 
i! 1954 television was added to the official title and it became 

i, the Protestant Radio and Television Center, Incorporated.2 
I' 
! 

'; On January 19, 1955 the new $400,000 Center was formally dedi-,. 
i
1 
cated.3 In February, 1955 the trustees authorized a $250,000 

'I 

I fund to build a new television sound stage.4 

,, 

1Ibid., P• 

2~., P• 52. 
I' 
,1, 3 11 Protestant Radio 
I! January 20, 1955, p. 38. 

!i 4Lee, op. cit., P• 
i! ,, 

~ 
il 
1: 

II ,, 
II 
!! 
i: 

Dedicated in South," New York Times, 

55. 
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CHAPTER VI 

A COMPARISON OF METHODIST BROADCASTING 

WITH THE POLICIES OF 

CHRISTIAN BROADCASTING 

The purpose of this chapter will be to compare 

Methodist Broadcasting, as discussed in the four previous 

chapters, with the Policies of Christian Broadcasters as 

determined by the 1957 World Conference of Christian Broad-

casting at Kronberg, Germany. An attempt will be made to 

relate past, current, and future activities, as well as 

the overall trend in Methodist radio and television as 
'• •: they compare with the Policies of Christian Broadcasting. 
I 

The 

' eight policies will be stated individually with a discussion 

of each policy with regard to Methodist activity. 

1. Christian Broadcasting should be in the truest sense 
"communication." 

Wilbur Schramm has defined communication as an attempt 

" to establish a "commonness" with someone and as an attempt to 

share information, ideas or attitudes.l The Methodist Church, 

like all Christian communions, desires to communicate a 

.i Christian philosophy to as many people as possible. Methodist 
i! 

II ---------------------------------------------------------
1 I 1wilbur Schramm (ed.), The Process and Effects of 
!
1 

~;::s_;_oi9~}~a;:oJ. (Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois 

d 

':I 

i[ 

li :; 
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~ I 
l ministers since John Wesley have dedicated their lives to 
1: 
d sharing information, ideas, and attitudes on how to live a 
I 

better life through the adherence to religious doctrines. For 
,, 
I! most ministers this means a face-to-face relationship between 

the minister and the people in the church. The members of the 

congregation have taken the initiative to come to church and 

are somewhat conditioned to the nature of the information or 

;1 ideas emitted by the minister. 

With the utilization of the mass media the minister 

finds his communicator to group situation altered. He finds 

it much more difficult to establish the 11 commonness 11 which 

is necessary for communication. The audience does not con-

tain just Methodists, as in the Church situation, but now 

includes persons of other faiths and denominations, as well 

as those who do not have a religious affiliation. It is 

impossible for the minister to broadcast a message which 

establishes a "commonness" with all persons within the 

audience. However, the minister should realize that since 

his audience is so complex, a communicative approach which 

would establish a "commonness" with his own congregation, 

would more than likely be limited to members of a few Pro­

testant denominations. In order that Christian broadcasting 

should be in the truest sense "communication," the minister 
'I 

il should strive to present a message which would establish a 

" il "commonness" with the majority of his audience so that he 
II 
,I 
d 
" I 

#-
'1 

il 
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II then can share Christian information, ideas, and attitudes. 
~I 

il Many Methodist ministers at the local level are 

il 

inclined to consider their broadcasting activities as some­

what subordinate to other duties. They have also had some 

ii difficulty adjusting to microphone use. The Church in recent 

years has taken steps to overcome this weakness through its 

broadcasting agencies, which are stressing the importance of 

, the media. However, until the majority of ministers can 
' 

conceive the potentiality of broadcasting in extending 

:i religious influence, they will be limited in communicating 

in the truest sense. 

A communication requires at least three elements; 
:I 
11 a source, a message, and a destination.l The Methodist series 
I 

i! 11 The Way" had these three elements. The source was the Tele-
' i c • 

'' VJ.sion, Radio and Film Commission of the Church and the 
·' ,, 
'! Research Committee which determined the program content. 

;I The messages where dramatic portrayals of common problems and 

needs designed to show the necessity for a practical religion 

and its place in solving or preventing problems which arise. 

, The anticipated destination of the series was both the non-

·' church and the church audience. The primary destination was 

the non-church. Since some persons in an audience are 

alienated by a worship service type of program, the series 

did not maintain this almost standard format. The New York 

1 Ibid., P• 3. 
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I 

·I 
II 

Times critic made a point in saying that the program he 

reviewed did not end in church.l This, plus a "hard-hitting" 

dramatic approach allowed the series to establish a 

"commonness" with a larger audience than most previous 

religious series. 

While three elements are necessary for communica­

tion, a fourth and most important criteria is feedback.2 A 

message from a source can be received by a destination 

(individual or group) but without a return communication, 

or feedback, from the destination it is impossible to know 

how the message was received and how it was interpreted. 

The forthcoming Methodist series "Talk Back" will go much 

further than its predecessor 11 The Way" because it will offer 

an opportunity for feedback. While a fifteen minute dramatic 

sketch of a problem or need will be presented during the 

first part of the program, the second half will allow local 

clergy and laymen to comment on and interpret the problem 

through their own experiences and backgrounds. An alternate 

plan for the presentation of "Talk Back" would allow for 

even more feedback. This plan would invite members of the 

audience to telephone the station and discuss their individual 

problems and needs in light of the problem posed. "Talk Back" 

will, in the true sense of communication, allow for more 

lstanley Rowland, Jr. 1 "Methodist Begin TV Drama 
series," New York Times (January 14, 1956), P• 37• 

2rbid., PP• 8-9· 
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'i 

II feedback than any other large audience religious series, 
" ' 
:1 but the Research and Promotion Committee of the Methodist 
:! 
n Television, Radio and Film Commission feels that, while it 
:i 

" li is a big step in the right direction, they still must strive 
'! 

for a way to elicit more feedback from those in the audience 

who have no religious background. 

The message presented must be given in the language and 
thought forms of the .people for whom it is intended, and 
to this end indigenous persons should be used as far as 
possible in the interpretation and presentation of the 
Gospel over the air. 

The United States contains a complex of variant 

,: cultures, interest groups, and socio-economic levels. These 
!I 
ii groups vary in regard to geographic divisions. While many 

problems and needs are inherent in practically every commu­:: 
nity, others may be significant to specific areas. Idealogies 

li of one area may be beyond the frame of reference of another. 

The first large-scale Methodist television production, "The 

i' Way, 11 was conceived for a large nationwide audience and 
! 
:; dramatized problems and needs which were relevant to the 

entire nation and which were in the frames of reference of 
,ii 

i' the majority of the population. 

While the success of the series was acclaimed nation-

wide, it did not receive the interest or response on the part 

~~ of the individual Church or community that had been antici-!! 
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I 
pated. 1 There is a tendency on the part of audience to 

accept national problems as they are presented by communi­

cation media, but they do not relate these problems to them­

selves or those around them. In contrast, when the problem 

is presented by a credible source from their immediate locale 

and translated into their associable frame of reference, it 

is more likely to invoke a response leading to active concern. 

The Methodist Church has reacted to the lack of 

interest on the local level in two ways. First, by prepar­

ing the new "Talk Back" series.2 Secondly, the Church has 

! established local broadcasting agencies to assist individual 
:i 
1 Methodist broadcasters and create interest among the 

congregation. The use of qualified persons who will be 

familiar to the audience should allow for assimilation of 

i the problem with regard tQ self and immediate associations. 

The Television, Radio and Film Commission of the 

1 Church, and its auxiliaries on the Annual Conference and 
• 

, local levels, are in the process of illustrating to individual 

'ministers the importance of the broadcast media in presenting I 
'I 

-----------------------------'1 

,, 
ll 
,i 
'i 
'I li 
rt 
It 
I 

" i! 

2 Supra, p. )8. 

,j 
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those within their area. Radio-

television workshops are held by both the Church agencies 

and by the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National 

Council of Churches so that once a minister realizes the 

importance and breadth of the media, he will be able to 

utilize them effectively in communicating an effective and 

influencing message. Only in recent years has the Methodist 

Church realized the potentiality of the local broadcaster 

and since then it has taken steps to overcome the lack of 

interest and technical comprehension that has typified many 

ministers using radio and television. 

3• The Gospel message as broadcast to non-Christians should 
be simple and positive, emphasizing those truths which 
are common to Christendom. 

The Methodist Church realized that if it became 

engaged in large-scale television production, it would 

have to take a Protestant rather than a denominational 

approach. The public as a whole would not be interested in 

denominational subdivisions. "rhe Way" was the outcome of 

the first Methodist television endeavor. 

The Gospel messages in "The Way" series were in the 

! form of dramatic presentations. The theme o.f each presen-

:! tation was built around problems common to contemporary 

.! society. The Christian message was contained in the way 
p 

the problem was resolved. For example, in 11An Eye For An 
' :I 

if Eye," 
!j 
!: 
!j 

~··· 

1[ ., 

three juvenile delinquents were responsible .for the 

•, 

' 
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I! loss of' a minister's eye. One of' the delinquents was killed 
' " ,, 
'I\ by police and a second was jailed f'or another of'f'ense. 
:i 

The 

I! 
!I 
li 
il 

l! 
\! 

Christian message contained in this particular program was 

revealed in the third person. He overcame the temptation to 

I: return to his f'ormer associations and under the guidance of 
i! 
!: the minister began to study medicine. The rest of' the series 

,1 likewise used a dramatic approach not intended to alienate ,, 
!! 
if non-Christians, but to display in a simple and positive manner 
!, 
li 

!I 
i!\ 

:I 
r 
:I ,, 
! 

how a sense of' religious strength could become instrumental 

in meeting and overcoming life's dif'f'iculties. 

Through this f'irst large-scale television series 

' the Methodist Church hoped to convince people that Chris­
\'1 
I' 
:! tianity can help in making decisions and in meeting every-

day problems. It tried to interpret the Church as a place 

;! of' f'ellowship and inspiration--a relationship that would 
'I 
if add dignity and purpose, strength, and joy to the life of 
i! 

ii every individual.l Another objective was to inspire more 
1,\ 

I! :: people to take seriously their responsibilities as members 
i; 

_::----

society and to convince them that what they do is important.~ of' 
' ,, 

,j 
i! ,, 

4-ii 
il :i 
·i 

Christian broadcasting should be as relevant as possible 
to the actual needs of individuals and situations. 

The most ef'f'ective way to illustrate the extent to 'I 
\I 
~~--------------------------------------------------~ 
li lAnnual Re ort of' the Television Radio and Film 
if Commission of' the Methodist Church l - Nashville: 
i1 Te evision, Radio and Film Commission, 9 7), p. 16. 
I 2 

~., P• 16. 

\, 
II 

li 
I' ,I : 

:: 
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which Methodist broadcasting has followed this fourth 

policy would be to present a list of some of the subjects 

contsi ned in "The Way" and the forthcoming series "Talk Back." 

Four problems included in "The Way" were: 

"An Eye For An Eye". --A teen-age delinquent breaks away 

from his earlier associations to lead a useful life. 

"Immortal Love".--A man learns he is dying from cancer 

and faces death with Christian courage. 

"Our Father's World 11 .--A young ex-serviceman has 

difficulty reconciling his ideals of service to humanity 

with the reality of a world seemingly interested only in 

self-gain, 

11Give Us Tomorrow".--Here the power of forgiveness 

is dramatized, A successful lawyer is a failure in his 

personal life because of a feeling of guilt.l 

The subjects to be included in the coming 11 Talk Back" 

series were chosen by means of a survey conducted by the 

Television, Radio and Film Commission. Almost ten thousand 

Methodist ministers chose the areas in which they thought 

their people would be most interested. As a result, the 

thirteen programs in the series will be concerned with 

insecurity, civic responsibility, suffering, rearing children, 

prayer, knowing God's will, belonging and acceptance, guilt, 

l"New TV Series Planned," The Pastors Journal, 
November-December, 1955, p. 8. 
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il life's good and bad breaks, faith, Christian 

anxieties and fears, and pressures of modern 

principles, 

living.l 

Through both 11The Way" and the coming "Talk Back" 

series Methodist broadcasters have included subjects per­

taining to the present day conflicts and needs of individuals. 

5. Every possible provision should be made for local 
personal follow-up of listeners to bring them into the 
life of the church. 

This has been a weakness of most religious broad­

casting. After the Promotion and Research Committee of 

TRAFCO had evaluated 11The way" they felt that the presenta­

tion of a religious program was not enough, the results of 

a program must be known.2 Persons in a community may be 

laboring under a problem similar to that which is presented 

in a program, and there should be a way to encourage them 

to share that problem with the minister or other qualified 

persons.3 

The "Talk Back" series will be a big step in the 

right direction in that the problems will be brought to the 

lTelevision, Radio and Film Commission, Talk Back, 
Phamphlet (Nashville: Television, Radio and Film Commission, 
n.d.) 

2 , The Methodist Church and Mass Communication, Report 
:' of the Consultation-Workshop of Annual Conference Television, 
i! Radio and Film Commission Chairmen, Cincinnati, Ohio, October 
~~ 9-ll, 1956 (Nashville: Television, Radio and Film Commission), 
•, p. 3· (Hereafter referred to as The Methodist Church and 
:i Mass Communication.) 
il ,, 

II 3~ •• P• 3· 

'I 
lj 
:I 
!i 
.I 
1] 
! ~ 

" ' I 

,I 
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!I local level, and persons in the audience will be encouraged 
'i 
II !j to write, or in some instances to phone, concerning their 

'! involvement or concern in problems presented. This will 
" 

allow for some personal follow-up on the part of ministers 

and laymen. 

As ministers at the local level become more proficient 

; in utilizing radio and television, they should become concerned 
:i 
I 
ii with developing an approach whereby those within the audience 
i! 

would be moved to seek religious guidance either from the 

1 broadcaster or other ministers or laymen. 

6. Careful consideration should be given to the extent to 
which the "non-religious" approach of many films, TV and 
radio programs can be made to bear fruit in a better 
understanding of the Christian concept of man's relation­
ship to his fellow man and to·God. 

Dr. s. Franklin Mack, the Executive Director of the 

Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of 

Churches, suggested that the best means for reaching the 

"unchurched" might lie in collaboration with agencies 

handling "large audience" programs.l While this may be some-

: thing to consider in the future, the Broadcasting and Film 
:\ 

I 
Commission now has a Special Events department which places 

' outstanding personalities of the member communions on national 
i 

.! radio and television programs. Many placements have been 
"I 
i 

:! made on the NBC "Home Show, 11 while others included the 
' ~ 

----------~--------------------------------~: 
'i 

lMmh 
II 
'I 
I 

1"National Council 
6, 1957, P• 31. 

of Churches BFC," New York Times, 

' 

J 
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;I "Today" show and the BCS "Good Morning" program.l In 19.56 

' thirty-five Methodist guests were placed on major prograiiiS 

i by the BFc. 2 

! 

Methodist personalities appear on large-audience 

programs through auspices other than the BFC, but the BFC 

Special Events Department is probably the only organization 

whose function is to place religious personalities on large 

audience sustaining and co111111ercial programs. 

1· We must keep before the leaders of the churches the 
importance of the use of these media and of the need to 
incorporate broadcast training in the preparation for 
the ministry and Christian overseas service; and to 
promote externally and internally attention to Christian 
broadcasting. 

Broadcast Training 

As more and more Protestant denominations recognize 

the broadcast media as an organ of Christian propagation, 

,, they are sensing the need for more ministers who are 

familiar with the use of radio and television. 

There are two important ways that the churches are 

' educating ministers in the utilization of radio and television; 
' 

·i one is through broadcast training workshops, and the other 

88 
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' II 
is through seminary training in religious radio and tele-

vision. The former method may be limited to two or three 

days or sometimes to a week long session. Seminary training 

in broadcasting means that the prospective minister will 

study two or three hours a week for a full semester. Here 

the work is much more intensive and the minister is able 

to appreciate the importance of the media before he is 

ordained. The broadcast training workshops are serving an 

important purpose in that they are reaching ministers who 

were unable to get this training when in seminary. 

Many of the Methodist-affiliated seminaries do not 

seem to be aware of the importance of seminary training in 

' religious broadcasting. Of ten Methodist seminaries, only 

three; Iliff, Perkins, and Wesley, are now offering such 

! courses. A fourth, Drew, is scheduled to offer a course 

'i in religious broadcasting in the fall. Several others may 

allow students to take broadcasting courses in other 

departments of the college or university. However, these 

could not be courses dealing with problems peculiar to 

religious broadcasting. 

Promotion 

One of the functions of the Television, Radio and 
,, 
,j Film Commission of the Methodist Church is to promote 
'!I 

:I Christian broadcasting in general and Methodist broad-

i,l casting in particular. They are aided by the Church' a 

;j 
~ 
ij 
!! 

'i 
! 
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Commission on Promotion and Cultivation. In launching the 

first large-scale television production, 11The Way", TRAFCO 

conducted an extensive campaign to familiarize the local 

congregations with the Methodist Television Ministry and 

the new series. Elaborate Pre-release Kits were sent to 

local ministers and posters were placed in Churches. But 

the local congregation gave the series only passive recog­

nition, so 11The Way" was not as successful as had been 

anticipated. Also, the Methodist Television Ministry did 

not receive the financial support that was needed. 

In 1956 the Annual Conference Television, Radio and 

Film Commission became mandatory, and one of the main purposes 

of these commissions was to promote the Television Ministry 

and Methodist broadcasting. At this writing the Annual 

Conference TRAFCO's are in the process of organizing district 

and congregational TRAFCO Committees to promote the Television 

Ministry and Methodist programs. Some of the Annual Confer­

ence and district organizations are not too effective as yet, 

ibut the movement has been launched, and the promotional 
I 

'Work in broadcasting will be increasing. 

:8. Continuous research will be necessary to ascertain the 
effectiveness of Christian broadcasting and should be 
encouraged. 

When in 1953 a Delaware layman provided $10,000 

'ito support a television research committee, a continual 

::\research project was inaugarated by the Methodist Church. 
'I 
!i 
I 

~ 
'i 
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;j The first major television product, "The Way," was established 
•I 

ii as a pilot study to try to determine the most effective format 
'! 

for a religious program. The Research and Promotion Committee 

of TRAFCO found that the series did not receive the interest 

expected at the local level.l Thus, the next series, "Talk 

i Back" was planned to emphasize the importance of local 

participation and interest in Methodist broadcasting.2 

Many of the Annual Conference TRAFC0 1 s are in the 

process of conducting surveys to determine the weaknesses 

of Methodist broadcasting by ministers and laymen at the 

local level. 

Methodist broadcasting is in what could be termed 

the second stage of development. The first stage was a 

realization of the potential of broadcasting by the Metho­

dist Church as a whole. The present stage is a period where­

by the Church is attempting to discover the most effective 

way to utilize the media of communication. The entire 

: Methodist Television Ministry is a continuous research 

i· project. While a third stage, the discovery of a satis­

i factory presentation, may be reached eventually, the 
! 
!research aspect will probably continue to be most important. 

1The BFC 1957 Annual Report, op. cit., p. 63. 

.: 
\i 
il 

2The Methodist Church and Mass Communication, op. cit., ! 
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CHAPTER VII 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Summary 

From April 25 to May 1, 1957 the World Conference on 

1 
Christian Broadcasting met at Kronberg, Germany. At the end 

of the conference the representatives adopted a "statement of 

Broadcasting Policies." These eight policies were designed 

to allow Christian broadcasters to reevaluate the role 
:: 
'/ of religious radio and television in modern society. 

The Policies of Christian Broadcasting have been 

adopted by the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the 

National Council of Churches. The Commission felt a need for 

more definite policy statements which would be clearly 

·1 understandable and readily usable.l 

The purpose of this thesis was to compare the broad­

casting accomplishments and trends of the Methodist Church 

in the United States of America with the Policies of 

Christian Broadcasting as adopted at the World Conference. 

" 
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" Methodist broadcasters have participated in radio 

since the industry's early days. However, it has been quite 

difficult to determine the extent of Methodist use of radio 

before 1948. The 1938 study conducted by the Department of 

Research and Education of the former Federal Council of 

Churches, revealed that Methodist programs were carried on 

forty-eight stations in this country, and that they ranked 

fourth among the leading denominations in total hours 

r broadcast .1 

Prior to 1948 many of the individual boards and 

commissions of the Church participated individually in radio. 

The Commission on Methodist Information represented the 

denomination in network broadcasting through the national 

department of Religious Radio of the former Federal Council 

of Churches, and participated financially in the Joint Radio 

:j 

' i 

i Committee of the Congregational Christian, Methodist, and \ 

Presbyterian U.S.A. Churches. In 1947 these two agencies 

i were combined to become the Protestant Radio Commission. 

In 1948 the General Conference of the Methodist 

I\ Church established a commission to coordinate the broad­

casting and the audio-visual activities of the Church. 

However, no funds were delegated for its operation, so it 

1Department of Research and Education 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
and the Public, A Case Studt in Social Ethics 
Abingdon Press, 1938), pp.4Q-41. 

of the Federal 
Broadcasting 
(New York: The 

i 
tl 
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was of little value before the 1952 General Conference 

recommended a budget of $165,000. 

The Television, Radio, and Film Commission is a world 

Service Agency of the Methodist Church whose mission is to 

help the Church agencies to use the media of communication 

most effectively and most economically. The policies of 

the Commission are made by the representatives of the entire 

church and of member agencies who constitute the Television, 

Radio, and Film Commission. The regular full time staff 

consults at regular intervals with representatives of the 

individual agencies to plan the work of the Commission. 

Since its establishment the services required of the 

Commission have increased to such an extent that the physical 

facilities that are required for such an extensive operation 

have not been as adequate as they might be. TRAFCO produces 

materials, programs, and resources for member agencies and 

for the Church as a whole through its own facilities and 

personnel, the selection of an outside producing agency, 

or the counseling of the various agencies as they work 

through producers of their own choice. A small percentage 

of World Service Funds are delegated to the Commission for 

general administrative, planning, and a limited amount for 

production. 

The first television series to be produced and 

financed by the Commission was "The Pastor," twenty-six 

programs distributed by the Broadcasting and Film Commission 
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of the National Council of Churches. An unusual radio 

program entitled "Good News" is produced jointly by Ohio 

Methodist Information and TRAFCO and aired every Saturday 

morning over the Mutual Broadcasting System. 

The majority of the work of the Commission is in 

film production; however, it does a considerable amount of 

radio and television production for its member agencies. 

Methodists realized shortly after the Radio and Film 

Commission had been established that the largest denomina­

tion in the country should participate actively in religious 

television. However, the Radio and Film Commission budget 

was to be used for production work for the agencies of the 

Church and did not allow enough for expensive all-church 

television production. 

Despite this handicap the Commission named a committee 

to do program research for a proposed television series. 

'\ In December, 1953 Bishop Donald H. Tippett, president of 
:! 
' the Commission, went before the Council of Bishops with a plan 

to secure $296,000 annually for the rest of the quadrennium. 

The Council approved, and the responsibility for the promotion 

' of this financial program was assigned to the Commission on 

'! Promotion and Cultivation in cooperation with the Radio and 
_, 

:1 Film Commission. 
d 

During the first two years of the Television Ministry 
li 
:1 Fund, slightly over half of the amount called for was actually 

il received. Nonetheless, thirteen programs of the proposed 
'I 
~ 
!i 
': 
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i) series were produced. 
' 

ij The Methodist Television Ministry is a continuous 
'I 
'I 'I research project which is striving for the most effective 

,\ 

way to present a religious message. This first series of 

thirteen programs was to be a pilot study to learn the extent 

to which a television program could be built into the life 

of the Church. The series, entitled 11The Way11 , also was a 

Methodist contribution to the programming of the Broadcasting 

and Film Commission of the National Council of Churches. An 

elaborate promotional campaign was carried out in conjunc­

tion with the launching of the series. 

The individual programs did not play on oversentimen­

tality, but were designed to make an honest presentation of 

many of the contemporary problems and the place of spiritual 

guidance in the life of man. The New Haven Communication 

study of the Broadcasting and Film Commission listed three 

categories for religious broadcasting. After an analysis 

of program content and after presenting the viewpoints of 

several television critics, it is felt that 11The Way11 would 

fall into the category of programs that treated individuals 

as endowed with dignity and as having the potential for 

working out their own problems. The series as a whole would 

not fall into the category of Dean Pope's "Peace of Mind 

'! Cult" and did much toward providing a fresh insight into 
ti 
~~ religious television programming. 

ii The research committee of the Television, Radio and 
H 

jf-· 
! 
,i 
ri 
il 
II ,, 
'! 
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il 
ri Film Commission was not satisfied with "The Way11 because it 
I 

·i failed to create the interest and promotion of the local 

'I Churches that had been anticipated~ As a result, a second 

series will be released in October which will require active 

participation by local Methodists. Entitled "Talk Back" the 

program will be divided into two parts. The first half of 

the program will present on film a dramatic problem, and the 

second half will be devoted to a discussion of the problem 

that was posed by a "live" panel of ministers and laymen. 

' The series is now being promoted by means of training sessions 

throughout the country. 

The New Haven Study revealed that the television pro­

grams viewed by children were not adequate for their needs. 

The Broadcasting and Film Commission held a consultation 

session to discuss a possible children's series. A Cooperative 

Children's TV Committee was established to produce a series, 

the cost of which was to be underwritten by the participating 

denominations. However, the cost was not underwritten, so 

the Television, Radio, and Film Commission asked permission 
:i 
·,, to produce its own series as a contribution to the Broadcast-
!! 
.I ing and Film Commission children's programming. 
I 

A pilot film has been produced and the Commission is 

in the process of finding the best format for the proposed 

,twenty-six week series. It is not being financed by the 

·!Television Ministry, but under a special children's fund. 
' 

'1! As soon as enough funds are received, the production will begin.i 

~· 
' I 

il 
:i 
I 
' 
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"The ll Way" series pointed out a need for closer 
ii 

:i cooperation between the national organization and the Annual ,, 

Conferences. It had not been supported at the local level 
11 to the extent that had been anticipated. In 1952 the 

General Conference of the Church permitted the Annual 

Conference to organize a Television, Radio and Film Com­

mission and about half of them did. In 1956 the General 

Conference made the Annual Conference organization mandatory. 

In October, 1956 a Consultation-Workshop was held to 

familiarize the new Conference Commission chairmen with 

.: Methodist broadcasting and its purposes and to allow them to 

i express their viewpoints on future programming. The chairmen 

·heard talks by prominent individuals in commercial and 

' ' religious broadcasting and participated in work groups 
' 

-1 which discussed their work at the Annual Conference level. 
' 

In an attempt to obtain a general view of Methodist 

_: broadcasting as seen by various Annual Conference Chairmen 

1 this writer corresponded with twenty-seven chairmen and two 
·I 

; members of Commissions. They were asked questions which 

:, concerned three basic problems of religious broadcasters 
:! 

I that resulted from a "pilot study" by this writer. Some 
' 
·i were capable of answering only one or two, several others 
i 
I 

:iwere unable to answer any. Fourteen found that most ministers 
: 
" ,, 
:were unable to make the transition from pulpit to microphone; 
'· ;! 

i 
' 

!I four thought they could. Ten felt that ministers did not 

11 recognize the broadcast media as an important function of 

i li 
" it 
I 
! 
I 



:i their ministerial duties; six answered that ministers did 
\i 
'i recognize its importance in their work. Seven thought that 

ministers considered their audience as including those 

outside their congregation. Two felt they did not. 

The importance of seminary training in religious 

·: broadcasting has been stressed. This writer discovered that 

i 

of the ten Methodist-affiliated theological seminaries, three 

offered courses in religious broadcasting and another will 

offer one in the fall. 

There are five major activities in which Annual 

'i Conference TRAFCO's are currently involved. These include 

:radio-television workshops and institutes, surveys of rel-

: igious broadcasting activities in the Conference, cooperative 

,: activities with local and state councils of churches, the 

promotion of the Television Ministry and local church TRAFCO 

committees. 

Methodist have for many years cooperated in inter­

:• denominational broadcasting organizations. The willingness 

.! on the part of the Church to cooperate has allowed for greater 
i 
•utilization of the media that one denomination could have 
i 
i 

·: accomplished on its own. 

The Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National 

:1 Council of Churches had the delegated responsibility within 

·;this country to initiate and maintain a representative, 
\ 

!'I effective and adequate radio, 

i and film program on behalf of 
:I 

" 1i 
" II 
'! 

television, broadcast training 

the Protestand and Orthodox 
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Churches constituting the Council. The Methodist Church, 

and ita broadcasting agency, cooperate with the Broadcasting 

and Film Commission by contributing a proportional amount each 

year for ita operation and by producing programs on ita own, 

as the Methodists share of the overall BFC programming. 

Methodist radio programs include "Good News" and 11!' ve Been 

Reading." Television programs have included "The Pastor" 

and "The Way." The forthcoming "Talk Back" series will be 

part of the overall BFC programming. Although the Tele­

vision, Radio and Film Commission of the Methodist Church 

produces many programs on its own, there has always been 

a close liaison with members of the Broadcasting and Film 

Commission. 

One of the most important problems facing the BFC 

today is that of denominational rather than interdenomi­

national programming. This trend toward individual pro­

duction by BFC members became apparent in 1956 when of 

eight program series, only three were produced by the BFC 

.staff. One of the results of individual production is a 

lack of continuous programs. s. Franklin Mack, Executive 

Director of the BFC, stated that the BFC needs to learn more 

about the needs and purposes of its constituents, and 

member communions need to learn that in Christian broad-

casting 11 in unity there is strength." 

This trend does not apply to the Methodist Church in 

~ principle, but it does to some extent in practice. The BFC 
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!I 
'~ has been in on every stage of Methodist programming, so in 
,I 
[i nearly every respect it is a cooperative effort. However, 
:\ 
I in the case of the coming "Talk Back" series only thirteen 
" :! 
'I programs will be produced. If funds were pooled by the 

denominations, more continuous programs could be produced. 

The budget of the BFC is financed through proportional 

assessments from member denominations and by contributions 

:' from the listening audience. Both the income from the 

' listening audience and member denominations decreased during 

': the first eleven months of 1957, as compared with the same 

period in 1956. The problem of finance is of major concern 

:to the BFC, and the problem will not be resolved until the 
i ., 

:! meiUber communions agree on the role to be played by the 

: Broadcasting and Film Commission. 

Methodists of the Southeastern and South Central 

: Jurisdictions participated in the establishment of the Pro-

testant Radio and Television Center, Incorporated in Atlanta, 

,Georgia. Other denominations include the Lutherans, Epis-

i copalians, Presbyterians u.s. (Southern) and the Presbyterians 

'U.S.A. (Northern). 

The major activity of the Center is the "Protestant 

'Hour," which is aired over a non-commercial religious network 

of over three hundred stations. Each denomination produces 

'I a segment of the broadcasts each year. The programs are not 

I intended to represent the religious viewpoint of all partici­

:,pating groups, but to present the position of the particular 

l '! 

II 

:I 
!! 
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denomination broadcasting on each segment. In January, 1955 
a new $400,000 Center was dedicated on the campus of Emory 

University. 

In most instances Methodist broadcasting compared 

1 
quite well with the Policies of Christian Broadcasting. 

While local broadcasters are not too appreciative of the 

broadcasting media, the Methodist Church, through its 

broadcasting agencies, is attempting to provide training 

in the use of radio and television so that the individual 

ministers will be able to utilize it effectively and thus be 

able to communicate in the truest sense. "The Way" had the 

three elements necessary for communication; a source a 

message and a destination.l The new Methodist series 

"Talk Back11 adds a fourth element, feedback. This series 

will allow the audience at the community level to reflect 

on the problems presented in the first half of the program. 

"Talk Back" will allow for the utilization of indigenous 

i persons to relate the problem into the frame of reference of 

the local audience. This was something that was found 

lacking in the first large-scale Methodist series. In recent 

years the Methodist Church has realized the potentiality of 

the local broadcaster and has taken steps to overcome the 

lack of interest and technical comprehension that has typified 

lwilbur Schramm (ed.), The Process and Effects of 
Mass Communication (Urbana, Illinolst University of Illinois 
Press, 1955), P• 3. 
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many ministers using radio and television. 

The Methodist Church realized that ir it became engaged 

in large-scale television production, it would have to take 

a Protestant rather than a denominational approach. The 

rirst series, "The Way," emphasized Christian truths through 

a dramatization or problems common to contemporary society. 

The Christian message contained in each program was revealed 

in the way the problem was resolved. 

Local personal rollow-up or religious broadcasts has 

been a weakness in most denominational presentations. The 

Methodists are aware or this weakness in the overall religious 

. broadcasting structure. The new "Talk Back" will be a big 

step in the right direction in that the problems will be 

brought to the local level, and persons in the audience will 

be encouraged to write, or in some instances to phone, 

concerning their involvement or concern in problems presented. 

This will allow ror some personal rollow-up on the part or 

ministers and laymen. 

Methodist personalities are placed on large audience 

. commercial and sustaining programs through the Special Events 

'department or the Broadcasting and Film Commission or the 

National Council or Churches. This is perhaps the closest 

that the Methodist Church comes to the use or "non-religious" 

.: broadcasting. 

There are two important ways that the churches are 

;!, educating ministers in the utilization or radio and tele-
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if vision; one is through seminary training and the other is 
!I 
il through broadcast training workshops. While workshops are 
II 

il important in educating ministers who have not had academic 

:i or professional experience in the media, experience gained 
d 

i through religious broadcasting courses at the seminary level 

is felt to be most important in that ministers can appreciate 

the potentiality of radio and television before they are 

! ordained. However, of ten Methodist-affiliated seminaries, 

: only three offer courses in religious broadcasting. A fourth 

'• will offer one in the fall. 

One of the functions of the Television, Radio and 

1i. Film Commission of the Methodist Church is to promote Christian 

! Broadcasting in general and Methodist broadcasting in 

1 
particular. They are aided by the Church's Commission on 

. Promotion and Cultivation. In 1956 when the Annual Conference 

Television, Radio and Film Commission became mandatory, one 

of the main purposes of these Commissions was to promote the 

Television Ministry and Methodist broadcasting. 

In 1953 the Methodist Church inaugarated a continual 

! research project to try to determine the most effective 

i format for a religious program. The products of the project 

• thus far have been "The Way" and 11Talk Back". Methodist 

, broadcasting is in what could be termed the second stage of 
i 
li development. The first stage was a realization of the poten-

11 tial of broadcasting by the Church as a whole and the present 

II stage is a period whereby the Church is attempting to discover 

. 104 
"~" 

~ i 
i\ 



i 

media of communication. 

Conclusions 

Evaluations 

The Methodist television production, "The Way," was 

acclaimed as one of the best productions ever in religious 

broadcasting. But, only thirteen segments were produced. 

The same situation holds true in the forthcoming "Talk Back" 

series. In 11The Way" many stations were able to re-run the 

series a second and sometimes a third time. Some who were 

unable to view a program in its first presentation were able 

1 to see it the next time around and as a whole the re-runs 
" 

added to the overall audience which the series reached. 

The series required very little effort on the part of local 

churches or broadcasters. The stations simply threaded the 

film in the projector and aired it. 

The "Talk Back" series by its very nature will require 

more assistance from the individual stations and greater 

'! enthusiasm on the part of the individual churches if it is 

to be a success. The station will be required, in most in­

stances, to furnish an entire television crew to present 

the "live" portion of the program. The local Methodists will 

be responsible for obtaining a competent panel to discuss the 

problems presented in the series. While little difficulty 

should be encountered in obtaining a television crew and 

local panel for the thirteen programs that have been produced, 

'I 
' 
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~~ there may be some difficulty in retaining this enthusiasm 
:i 
'I 
.I 
!] 

!I 
for possible re-runs of the series. Since a successful pro-

ii duction will require more active participation than in 

11The Way," the total audience to be reached by "Talk Back" 
;\ 
'' may be limited. 

Methodists have been planning and promoting the forth­

coming "Talk Back" series since the results of 11The Way" were 

evaluated. The potential outline of the series was discussed 

as early as the Consultation-Workshop of Annual Conference 

Television, Radio and Film Commissioners in October, 1956. 

Enthusiasm for the series has been growing ever since and 

1
, the program idea should prove to be one of the most success­

ful religious television ventures of all times. 

However, the series will run for only thirteen weeks. 

After that it may be presented again in some areas. But, the 

, point is that after the series bas been so ably promoted 

throughout the country it will be presented for only thirteen 

weeks and then will be terminated. If the series is success-

ful more programs may be produced using the same format or 

another series may be planned with a different format. 

The thirteen programs in 11The Way" series began in 

February of 1956. 11Talk Back" will begin in October of 

this year. This lack of continuous programming is one of 

the major deficiencies of Methodist television. Their pro-

11 duct so far has been successful, but they are unable to 

il keep it on the market. It should be emphasized that 

~--
,1 

I! 
I' 
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!I 
!! TRAFCO is limited financially in that television programs ;: 

11 are produced through funds from the Methodist Television 
'I 

11 Ministry. 
ri 
!I 

But, this lack of continuous programs is one of the 

:! weaknesses of Methodist broadcasting. 

·: In many ways the future success of Methodist broad-
:i ,, 
1casting lies in the ability o:r the Methodist Church to 
t; 
I 
li educate ministers and laymen at the local level in the 
' i ,: importance of radio and television in promoting the 

.'Christian way o:r life. An informed and enthusiastic local 

!church can assist in improving religious broadcasting by 

:i displaying an interest in the programs being broadcast on 
'i 

'the local level and by promoting national religious 

,programs. Churches that are aware of the potential of 
'I 
! 

1 broadcasting will be more liberal in contributing to the ,, 
I 

,'Methodist Television Ministry and as a result more Methodist 

!television programs could be produced. 

The Methodist Television, Radio and Film Commission 

has taken steps to promote broadcasting at the local level 

!and this is most important. Next, it should be sure that 

1the Annual Conference and local broadcasting organizations 
' 

'i are active in all areas of the country. While some areas 

!i are presently very active, all must participate actively 
'! 
jin promoting and carrying out Methodist broadcasting if 
' 
' ijMethodism is to utilize the potentialities that radio and 

it 
11 television offer. 
I J Methodist broadcasters might also reevaluate their 

r~ 
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role in the activities of the Broadcasting and Film Commission 

of the National Council of Churches. The purpose of the BFC 

is to coordinate a united Protestant broadcasting effort. 

The Methodist Church as a member denomination has certain 

obligations in broadcasting through the BFC. 

The current trend toward denominational rather than 

interdenominational television production is distorting the 

original purpose of the organization. The Methodists are 

included among those producing their own program series. 

All of the series produced individually are distributed by 

the BFC and many denominations, including the Methodist, 

have BFC assistance in series planning. The Methodist 

Church contributes a proportional amount each year for BFC 

operating expenses, but it assumes little financial res­

ponsibility for all-BFC production work. 

Perhaps the Methodist Church is willing to parti­

cipate in all-BFC productions, but finds other denominations 

not willing. In the proposed BFC children's series, 

TRAFCO was willing to assume a share of the production 

budget. After a year had passed the budget had not been 

underwrttten, so the Methodists received permission to 

produce their own series as a part of the BFC children's 

programming. This example may hold true in other instances, 

too. Perhaps the Methodist Church was not satisfied with 

the programs produced by the BFC and felt that by conducting 

i its own research in religious broadcasting a more successful 
1[ 
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fl format could be discovered. 11The Way" was the first product 

II of this research. 

i Nonetheless, the Methodist Church should reevaluate ,, 

its position as a member of the BFC. 
,I 
!I 

It should be aware of 

the trend in Protestant television production and to realize 

,! the ramifications of this trend with regard to the future 

success of the Broadcasting and Film Commission. If a 

denomination as large and strong as the Methodists can show 

cause for their lack of participation in all-BFC productions 

and if they cannot see any solutions to the problem, then it 

may be time for all member denominations of the BFC, to 

reconsider the importance the importance of united Protestant 

broadcasting. 

Recommendations for Further Research 

This study revealed several opportunities for 

further investigation of the use of radio and television 

by the Methodist Church. 

The forthcoming 11Talk Back" series will be closer 

to the theoretical interpretation of communication than any 

other religious series and most large-audience programs. 

The outcome of this series should be evaluated very closely 

to see whether or not a religious program series is capable 

of creating active local participation. Also, it would be 

most important to study its acceptance or rejection in 

different parts of the country and the reasons for its 

! ,, 
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·I success or failure. 
:I 
;I 
!I An intensive study of the activities of local Methodist 
il 
!broadcasters would be very valuable in determining the extent 
ij 

,1 to which ministers consider their radio and television 
., 
'!responsibilities as a part of their clerical duties. 

:Another part of this study might be to determine the 

'!attitude of station managers toward Methodist efforts in 
i 

jbroadcasting. The effectiveness of the Annual Conference 

!Television, Radio and Film Commissions could be evaluated: 

'the question could be posed as to why some conferences 

'are very active and others subjugate the importance of their 
! 
!;radio and television agency. The extent to which the local 

,i congregations have established Television, Radio and Film 

,Committees could be included. 

A history of Methodist broadcasting activities would 

ibe a worthwhile research project. It could include a 

background on those individuals within the Church who first 

realized the potentiality of broadcasting. Also, the reasons 

'why the Methodist Church did not establish a separate 

broadcasting agency until 1948 could be investigated. This 

.'study could be approached through the Methodist agencies 

that participated individually in broadcasting before 1948 

Hand through the cooperation by these agencies with 
•I 

·I interdenominational broadcasting organizations. 
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