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2. Biography and travel were liked by more boys and 

g irls in grade 9 and were in high favor from then 

on. 

J. Stories of a sentimental type held little interest 

for boys. 

4. Detective stories were enjoyed most by boys in 

g rade 6, and the interest decreased as they be-

came older. 

5. Love stories were well liked by g irls, and the 

interest increased to the end of high school. 

6. Biography was liked by g irls who prefered in 

high school stories of great women to those of 

great men. 

Another study made in the same year by C. H. Henderson 2 

included the responses of 3,000 children of 8 g rammar schools 

in Chicag o. He found that: 

1. More g irls than boys re ad fiction and poetry. 

2. More boys than girls rea d history. 

J. Both boys and g irls s howed preference for fiction 

over other kinds of book s. 

4. Poetry and books of science were the typ es least 

read by both boys and girls. 

1 H. C. Henderson, "Reading Interests 11 , Report of State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction of New York State, 
Volurne II, 1897. pp 978-91 
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Atkinson 's questionnaire-type investigation 
1 

in Spring­

field in 1908 revealed the following preferences in connection 

with high school pupils: 

1. The freshmen had a remarkable liking for biography, 

a wide interest in travel and adventure, and a 

liking for heroic characters in historic 

situations. 

2. The sophomore class as a whole read more history, 

adventure, and travel than the two higher classes. 

3. The 'juniors showed most general interest in 

historical novels. Their favorite authors were 

Scott , Dickens, Holmes, and Irving. A small 

amount of reading of historical and biographical 

books was done. 

-4. All the seniors had an interest in books portraying 

strong personalities. Their favorite authors 

were Scott, Dickens, Irving , and Stevenson. 

Another study of the reading tastes of high school pup ils 

2 was made by Roxanna Anders on four years later. She used 

the replies of 269 boys and 319 g irls and found that: 

1. Boys like adventure stories filled with action 

and outdoor life. Girls preferred sentiment 

and beauty and style in their reading. 

1 Fred VV . Atkinson 11The Reading of Young People 11 , 

Library Journal, 13: 129-34, Apr il, 1908. 

2 Roxanna Anderson, op. cit. 
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similar conclus ion. 

4. Girls had only a small interest in b ooks on travel, 

science, and adventure. Boys had sligh tly more 

interest than g irls in travel and science. 

5. Girls of h i gh s chool a g e liked novels of the day 

concerning manners and daily life. 

6 . Boys were slightly more interested in humor 

t h an were girls. 

Agreemen t with the first conclusion above wa s shown by Jones 

and Owen 1 who gathered information from 17 schools and in-

eluded t he choices of 3,357 children ag e 7 to 15. The fiction 

books preferred were those with the spirit of activity and 

adventure. The study by Jordan 2 in 1 926, employing two 

meth ods, a library investigation and a questionnaire, upheld 

the orig ina l finding s and di sclose d the following additional 

material in regard to reading p r e f erences: 

l. Th e interests of boys ag e 10 to 13 included books 

concerning war and scoutin g , school and s ports, 

t h e Boy Scouts, and strenuous adventure . 

2 . The popular wr i ters were those who appealed to 

ins t incts of mast ery , fi ghting , love of sensary 

life for its own sake, orig ina l attention, 

l J. Lloyd J·ones and E . T . Owen, !! Chi l dren' s Prefer­
ences in Reading Materials " , Elementary Sch ool Journal, 
30: 651 - 53, May, 193 0. 

2 Arth ur M. Jordan, Children' s Interest in Reading. Re­
vised Edition Cha p el Hill: Univer s ity of N. C. Press, 1926 . l OJpp 
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approval, and scornful behavior. 

3. Interest was displayed in biog raphy and history 

when written in the form of an exciting story. 

4. Gir ls were interested in fiction pertaining to 

home and school life, fairy tales, stories with an 

histor ical backg round, and love stories. 

5. The authors popular with g irls appealed to the 

following instincts: maternal, kindliness, at-

tention to others, response to approval, and 

scornful behavior . 

1 Sallibelle Royster had finding s in 1933 similar to the first 

and fourth finding s above. 

Fannie Dunn ' s inquiry 2 in 1921 was to discover the 

elements in primary reading material that were of interest 

to children in grades 1, 2, and 3. Selections taken from 

primary readers and arrang ed in pairs were read to the chi l d-

ren. The characteristics that aroused interest were: surprise 

and plot for both boys and girls; animalness for boys; and 

childness , familiar experience, repetition, and conversation 

for girls. Liveliness, fancifulness, and verse form were of 

interest only when accompanied by the characteristics a lready 

1 Sallibelle Roys t er, li What High School Freshmen Like 
to Read11

, English Journal, 22: 137-39, February 1933. 

2 Fannie W. Dunn, Interest Factors in Primary Reading 
Material. Teachers Colleg e Contributions to Education, Number 

New York : 'reachers Colleg e, Columbia Universi t y, 1921 
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J. Most reading was done at 14 years of a ge . 

Al most 95 per cent of the boys preferred adven-

ture and 75 pe r cent of the g irls p referred 

l ove stories. 

4. In n on-fiction boys were interested in books 

on airplanes, submarine s, k ites, eng ines, 

puz zles, and mag ic. 

5. In a dult fic t ion boys preferred science and 

adventure; girls favored a dult fiction and 

stories of home life. 

6 . Boys most frequently chose books containing 

the following elements: phys ical strength; 

self-cont rol; independence; saving a person' s 

life; g aining mastery in phys ical combat; 

being honest, and t rustworthy ; and winning 

admirat ion. 

7. Boys had more de cide d preferences than did 

g irls . 

8 . Boys almost never read g irls' b ooks. 

Th th . d t d f . t b T d L " l e l r s u y o lmpor ance was y erman an lma . 

Th ey inquire d into the rea di n g i nterests of children up to the 

age of 16 . Th e wri ters revealed that: 

l. Children up to a g e 5 were interested in jing les, 

l Lewi s M. Terman and Marg aret Lima, Children ' s Reading 
-ew York : D. App leton and company, 1926 . 363 pp • 

. __ 1:: ____ . 
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