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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Beceuse of her proximity to the hospitelized child and |
his femily, the pedlatric nurse often contributes to the deci-
sion of how the child's personal belongings will be managed,

his decision to either keep the belongings with the chlld or "
to send them home mey be hers alone or controlled by the hose
pitel or ward polley.

Little has been written specificelly sbout the import-
ance of a child retaining objects from home in the hospitsl.

rnouov'r, there 1s information which substentiates the import-
lance of the child's possessions to him, B8ince nurses are
[often feced with the responsibility of msking this decision,
it seems appropriste to study thelr views on the subject, “

Such an identification of nurses views could contribute to

ereating & hospitel environment more conducive to the child's

totel well-beinge.

ate of FProblem

Nurses, by virtue of their position, may encourage or

iscourage the retention of & child's belongings in the hos-

This study is designed to identify nurses views

pltllo
toward g2 child retsining objects from home in the hospital.




Justificstion of the Problem
Since nursing students are the nurses of the future,

it is importent thet they understsnd the mesning e link from
home ecan have for a hospltelized child, This awareness can
be strengthened or weskened by the routines to which they are
exposed; therefore, the nurses and nursing students who are
working with children should be helped to understand why the
objects are importent.

Prom the writer's deslings with pedistric units, she
has become sware of this nursing problem., FHOwever, these
problems involved with sllowing the child to retazin objescts
from home mey be lessened if they are identified. Thus,
fidentificetion of the views nurses hold touward s child keeping
ob jeets from home in the hospitel is the writers primery con=-
cern in this study.

If nursing educstors know how nurses view s child
retaining objecta from home and why they hold these views,
then these educators might be better equipped to teach sccord-
ingly. In additlion, they may be able to help nursing studente
when they are fasced with making this decision.

Scope and Limitations

This study concerns twenty-seven pedistric nurses of
three perticulsr hospitals and thelr views toward 2 child
retaining objects from home. The mample was acquired by
evailabllity in two hospitals and by 2 list furnished by a
supervisor in the third hospitel, Becsuse of the slze of the




study snd the type of sempling, & generslization csnnot be

made.,

There wes no opportunity to follow the cartoon pleturs
responses with observetions of the respondent's behavior
during sctusl situstions similar to those pictured in the
esrtoons. Therefore, the dsta represents only the respond-
ent's expressed viewa. Since the writer is known as a nurse
educator to the respondents, she may evoke certsin kinds of
answers on their part which they think she wanta. People tend
to answer questions as they think they should as opposed to
the wey they sctually feel., This sample of expression may
represent & limitetion. However, a projective technigue was
used to lessen this danger.

The ecartoon pictures snd guestionnalre were left with
the nurses sfter & brief explanstion wes given. BSince their
time was limited, the writer had to return leter in the day,
and in some ceses seversl days later, to pick up the completed
materisl. Thus a reduction in spontaneity of responses might
be & limitation, BSince no set time was svellable for the
nurses to respond to the situstions under the supervision of
the writer, the responses may have been influenced by a2 dis-
cussion of the pspers with others, Originally the writer
planned for the nurses to lesve their units end go to =2 astruc-
tured environment to complete ?hc forms, but in actuslity
this approach proved to be 1mp§nuih1..




Definition of Terms
For the purpose of the study the following definitions

were necesssry:
View = "manner of regarding or considering somsthing;
judgment; opinion,"l
Object = an inenimete meterial that ecen bes seen or
touched,
Pogitive views ~ views allowing the ehlld to retein
the objects from home in the hospitel,
Negative viewa - views not 2llowing the child to retain

the objects from home in the hospltal,

i P oW _0 dolo
Four certoon plctures were given to twenty-seven pedi-

stric nurses on thelr individual unitas., The first page con-
teined the instructions which the writer briefly reviewed when
the pspers were given to each nurse or group of nurses. The
gixth pege wss e short questionnasire.

» The nurse's resctions were stimulated in responses %o
2 bubble in which 2 gquestion or stetement by the mother or
child was written, Esch nurse wes asked to write in the first

bubble over the cartoon what ths nurse wss "saylng" to the

ehild or mother, and, in the second bubble above the ecsrtoon,

to write what the nurse wss “zpinkins'.
)

lyebster's New World Dictionsry, Collegs ¥éltion,
(Clevelend, gﬁ{o: The Worid Publishing Company, 1958),

Pe 1626,




Sequence of Prese ntstion

Chepter II conteins e review of the literature.

Chapter III expleins the methodology snd the ssmple
used for the collection of the data,

Chapter IV contsins e presentstion end discussion of
the findings derived from the dats,
l Chapter V includes & summary of the findings and recom-
mendstions growing out of the study.

In the appendix will be found:

{1) Directions

{(2) Questionnalire




CHAFTER II

THEORETICAL PRAMEWORK OF THE STUDY

Review of Literature

A review of the literature revealed that 1little has
been written esbout the importance of a chlld reteining objects
from home in the hospitale. Articles conecerning the objects
emphasized the chlild end his relationship to the object, but
did not mention the role of the nurse snd her recognition of
the object's importance. The writer searched for literature
relsted to nurses views on & child reteining objJects from
home in the hospitel, but found none.

A child who is hospltelized needs tengible evidence
of home end his femily. Dolls end items of clothing seem to
help provide this link to home., OShoes and socks seem %O be
incorporsted in & child's body image snd when they are re-
moved merked snxiety is shown. This enxletly ls increased for

& child during hoapitnlisatlon.z

Hartley end Goldenson ssy that s child seems t0 need

an object to back him up as though he did not feel quite
sufficlent in himself; end that they sre often used as 8 by~

Dene C. Prugh, et &l., "A Study of the Fmotionsl
Resctions of Children and Pamilles to Hosplitalization and

Illness,"” Americen Journal of Orthopsychiat XXIII
{January, 1953), pe BB,




psss at some unmensgesble moment.> 0Olive Stevenson pointed out

thet "trsnsitional objects sre heslthy snd normael menifesta-
tions of the beginning of the reconcilistion between reslity
end fentasies.," They are frequently used as a defense sgalnst
enxiety and ere necesssry when the child feels lonely or when
a depressed mood threatens,!

Marian Breckenridge points out thet a child may become
closely attsched to an object snd thet this attachment may
eontinue over a period of time Lif he psrticularly needs 1t
during & situstion which is strenuous for him.5 Further,
Jessner end Kaplsn state that it seems very importent to allow
the child %o keep 2 token from home in the hospital &s a sign
of his own Ldentity and 1f possible to allow the child to wear
gome of his own olothing.6

In the film "A Two Yesr 014 Coes to Hospital," Leurs

hit the teddy, which her mother was holding, with the hospitel

3Buth E., Hertley and Robert M, Goldenson, Ths Co ete
Book of Children's Play (¥ew York: Thomes ¥, Crowell Company,

» De 370

uOIIva Stavenson, "The First Treasured Possession,”
The Psychosnslytie Study of the Child, IX (1954), 202-203.

snucie Jessner snd Samuel Kaplen, "Ohservation on the
Emotional Reactions of Children to Tonslllectomy snd Adenoid-

sctomy," Problems of Infeney snd Childhood, ed, Milton J, E,
Senn (New Tork: 55--35 Macy, dr. Foundstion, 1949), p. 116.
Syarian E. Breskenridge and Margaret Newbitt Murphy,

Gro d Developmant of the IbunE Child (Philedelphia:
. B, Saundérs Company, 1950), p. .




doll --evidence of displaced hostility. She brought her two

favorite toys, her teddy snd her blsnket, to the hospitel with

her, snd throughout her hospitelizstion they were her constant

companions. She clung to them snd cuddled them when she was

alone in her cot, just before going to slesp, end also when

she felt threatened a2s, for instance, when she was visited by

the surgeon, A little bsg her mother brought from home was
treated similerly. These objects seemed to be clesrly pert
of her love relationship with her mother. She insisted thet
each of thess possessions must return home with here !

Anns Freud posits thet dolls and teddy hears are used
in play ss substitutes for missing femilles.® A child mey be
gble to use these items in the hospitsl setting to reduce
some of the traume produced by the absence of hls parents,
In an srticle on the hospitalizastion of children Elsa-Brita
Nordland states:

As 8 matter of course, the child should be allowed to
keep his favorite toy ~- & teddy beer or whatever else
it may be == that, even at home, hss been & symbol of
safety. Now more then ever it is needed, when dsoger
approsches snd the mother is no longer present. The

child fesls soothed not only, perhaps, by the thing

itself, but rather by the feet that it represents the

small cheracteristics of his domestic surroundings
which is, no doubt welcome as & contrsst with the msl-

?JUhn Bowlby, Jemes Robertson and Dina Rosenbluth,

"A Two Year Old Goes To Hospitel," The Psychosnslytic Study
of the Child, VII (1952), p. B6. ‘

BAnnn Freud and Dorothy T. Burlingham, ¥Wer and
Children, (Wew York: Ernest Willard, 1943), p. 69,




odorous sseptic sir of 2 children's hospital,”
Clerk ®, Moustekss ssserts thet the reletionship be~
tween the child and play msteriesls snd fevorite objects 1o
different from the relstionship that he might have with an
adult, No esdult cen zive him whet he experiences with the
object, "It is 2n inwerd warmth snd safety which he feels,
an insepsreble relestionship that mekes him went to possess

the item,"10

Statement of Assumptions

The writer's sssumptions for the study are:

(1) It is important thet s child retsin objects
from home in the hospitel,

(2) Nursesz have feelings towerd s child retsining

ob jecta from home in the hospital,

(3) The nurses will revesl feelings through projecting

themaelves into the situstion exemplified hy the

ecartoons,

Fmlsa-Brite Wordland, "Clinical Conference--Childran

in Hospltsls," The Journsl of Pedistrics, XLVI (January-June,
1955)3 Pe hé&.

10g1ark M, Moustekes, Psychotherapy with Childr
(New York: Harper & Brothers, i§§§i, De E.




CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY

Selection and Description of Sample

Twenty~seven hend mirses and staff nurses employed in
pedistric settings took part in this atudy. Ten nurses were
rom & eity-supported genersl hospitel in New FPnglend which
hes & seperete pedistric bullding with 221 beds., A private
ehildren's hospitel, with 2 cepscity of S0 beds end located
in Boston, Massechusetts, supplied ten sdditionel nurses.:l
. university medical center, with fscilities for B85 children
and locsted in Kanses City, Kensss, supplied the finel seven
»ospondantl.lalnltillly. permission wes obtained to do the
study from the director of nurses in esch hospitsl and gll

re willing to do so,
Selection of the respondents in the general hospitel
was made from s list glven to the writer by the pedistrie

upervisor. All the nurses on the list were then epproached

individually end esked if they would be willing to participate.

The hesd nurses st the private children's hospltal

llno-ton Floating Hospital for Infants snd Children,
Foaton, lassachusetts,

120n1vsrsity of Kenses Medicel Center, Xansss City,
fanses,

10




were introduced to the writer by the director of nurses. The

staff nurses were introduced to the writer by the head nurses

end were chosen by their evailablility.

The writer is ¢ greduste of the university medical

centers therefore, she knew some of the nurses. The semple
was chosen by the availeblility of the nurses., Those unknown

to the writer were introduced by the hesd nurses,.

Toels Used To Collect Data

An instrument which would guickly snd accurstely deter-

mine nurses views wss of first consideration. Since the

nurses might respond to e gquestionnelire or interview s2 they |

thought the writer wented them to, & projective technligue was

decided upon. The picture story method eas described by Morgsn
end Hurrn; wes adapted to meet the needs of the study, They
gtete 1t is sn effective means of disclosing = subject's reg-
nant preoccupations and some of the unconecious trends which
underlie them. The subject is unawere of the fect that he 1s
revesling his innermost thoughts; his sttention ias not on hime
gelf, 5o in meny ceses he indirectly confesses to things which
he would not be willing to mention dlrectly.13
Irwin Sperry states:

e« o o it miat be recognized that some msrgin of error
exists in the administration snd interpretation of the

130hr1-tilnl De Morgan snd Henry A. Murrsy, "A Method

For Investigeting Pentasles,” Archives of Neurology snc
Psychistry, XXXIV (1935), pp. !53-' ;ﬁ."“ug"aﬁ"“‘i"‘&"—
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instrument for reseasrch purposes. Only by rigorous and
eritical snalysis, testing end retesting, and comperison
end integration of research using the technique by dif-
ferent groups in different sreas of the country can this
margin of error be reduced, We cannot be so concerned
with demanding 1mu!ﬂiato perfection thet we become afraid
to try next steps.

Paul W, Mussen supports the use of cartoon plctures snd seys
the unususl looking figures will not make s subject self-
conscious or arouse his anxiety concerning his own motives and
feelings. However, difficulties with snslysis is & disadvan-
tage to thias type of research,l5

The writer devised an experimentsl spproach to this
situstion, PFour cartoon pictures depicting child-nurse and
mother-nurse situstions were drawn by sn artist. In a bubble
above end to the left of the plcture was 2 stimulus of a ques-
tion or stetement by the mother or child. As this tool had
not been tested or used extensively cereful pre-testing was
important,

The ecsrtoons were each dittoed on eight by eleven inch
sheets of peper, Each cartoon depicted 2 situstion concerning
the disposition of an object from home, The child's pose and
expression were designed to show the feeling-tone of the ple~-

ture, In contrast, the cartoon picture showed only e bsck

1h1ruin V. Sperry, "Use 3r Projooti;ongoohniquo in the
Study of Children end Femilies," Journal o me Heonomics,
XLVI (April, 1954), 243-2LL.

15?091 W, Mugsen, dbook o search Methods in
Child Development (New York: John ey snd Sons Inc., 1960}
Pe I§3!
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view of the nurse. The nurse was pertrayo&_zh this position
in order that the nurses might be better sble to pro jeet them-
selves and their feelings into the situstion,

A questionnaire was designed to determine the nurses
gex, sge, type of nursing school attended, yesr of greduation
end length of time employed in pedistric nursing. They were
Irurthar ssked if pedistric nursing had been thelr first
cholce, 1f they hed worked in sny other preferred specislty

ares, and 1if so, whet eres end for how long s period of time,

Procur t of Dat

Pre-testing wes done by giving the four eartcoon pie-
tures to four greduate students in the Maternal and Child
Health program, After they hed filled in the bubbles, the
writer ssked each one if the directions were clesr and if eny
chenges should be made in the cartoons. From their reactions
the only chenge made wes to add the words "saying" end "think-
ing" to the bubble., The pre-testing elso determined the ap-
proximete length of time needed to complete the comments in
the bubbles,

The writer introduced herself to the nurse or wes
introduced to her. 8he then told the nurse she was s graduste
student from Boston University snd was doing s study. Upon
the nurses' agreement to participeste, the writer explained she
had 2 short questionnaire snd four esrtoon pictures for her to
complete. Some nurses ssiked for more specific information

concerning the study; however, only informetion which would




nct disclose the title snd thus the mein purpose of the study

was glven,

Appointments were made with each nurse and the cartoons

were distributed the morning of the scheduled dey., The direc-

tions were reviewed and they were told to give their first
impressionas., The writer told the nurses she would retura in
the afternoon to pick up the materizl., Upon returning the '
writer found some nurses had not had tims to f1ll out the
quastionneirs end to respond to the certoon pictures. In

these ceses the writer returned the following morning or at a

time suggested by the respondent,




CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS

P ntation end D1 ssion of Data
Twenty~-seven pediestric nurses perticipated in this
study. The purpose wss to ldentify nurses viewa towsrd =

child retsining objects from home in the hospitel,

Fach cartoon pleture will be snalyzed separstely. The
reaponses will be considored in relestion to pesitive and nega-
tive feelinga concerning leeving the ob jects at the hoespital.
The devistions from what the nurse ststed she was "aaying"
and whet she stated she wea "thinking" will be discussed.

The twenty-seven participents in the study were sll
women. All of the nurses completed the cartoon pictures, but
one refused to complete the questionnasire. Thelr ages ranged
from twenty-three years to fifty-five years. The medlisn age
of the twenty-six nurses wass twenty-five yearz. The particie
pente from the genersl hospital snd the ehildren's hospital
hed the medisn sge of twenty-five years., The nurses from the
university medicsl center had & mediaen sge of twenty-four
yeers, The nurses who gradusted from s diploms school of
miraing snd the nurses who had s bachelor of asecience or higher
degree had a medien sge of twenty~five years,

Seven of the nurses gredusted from 2 colleglate school

15
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‘ot nmarsing end nineteen gredusted from & diploms sechool of
nursing. Three of the nurses who gradusted from s diploma
progrem continued their aducation snd received thelr bachelor
of selence degree, All of the nurses 2zt the genersl hospital
attended a diploms sehool of nursing. ¥ight of the nurses st
tha children's hospitsl were from s diploms school of nursing.
Three of these nurses lster received their bachelor of seclencs
degrees and one nurse received her master of secience degree.
Two of the nurses graduated from a colleglste school of nurs-
inge Five of the nurses who are employed at the university
medicel center gradusted from & colleglete school of nursing
and two of the nurses grasduated from & diplomes school of
nursing.

Over helf of the participsnts graduated between the
yoaras of 19581962 (sixteen). The years of graduation ranged
from 19301962, The medisn year of gradustion was 1955.

The twenty-six nurses who filled out the questionnaire
have worked & totel of 136 yesrs and 1 month in pedistrie
nursing. The range of employment wes from six monthes to
twenty-five years with the aversge belng five years two months
por nurse., The median number of yeers employed in pediatrie
nursing wss three years and eight montha.

All but one nurse sald pedistrie nursing was thelr
first cholce, Fleven nurses hsd worked in other nursing spec-
1slty sress which ineluded maternity, operating room, inten=-

sive csre, madiesl snd surgicel units, psychietry, recovery




room, neurology, &nd urolegy. They worked s total of fourteen
years end ten months in these areas.

The writer found no correlation between the nurses age,
type of nursing school sttended, year of graduation and length
of time employed in pedietric nursing with the responses to
the certoon pletures,

The following table shows the number of positive =nd

negative views expressed by the nurses snd the number of bube-

bles left blenk. In these tables when the nurses wrote "ssme"
in the "thinking™ bubble, 1t was coded as being the sasme view
g8 was written in the "sayling" bubble,

TABLE 1

NUMBER OF POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE VIEWS
EXPRESSED IN THR "SAYING" BUBBLE

e —— e ————

Cartoon pictures Posltive Negstive Blank
Views Views

Blenket 27 0
Teddy 24 0
Clothes 5 22
Toothbrush 0
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TABLE 2

NUMBER OF POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE VIEWS
EXPRESSED IN THE "THINKING" BUBBLE

Cartoon pletures Posgltive Negetive Blenk
Views Views

Blanket 21 1

Teddy 20 2

Clothes 11 13 3

Toothbrush 24 0 3

I, Cartoon picture 1

In the first picture the mother srid to the nurse,
"Whet ean I do with Johnny's blenket?" The twenty-seven
nurses all gave positive responses to the mother in the
"gsaying"” bubble. The "thinking" bubble revesled that eigh-
teen nurses 2lso gave poslitive views end five geve negative
views, Three respondents placed "same" in the "thinking"
bubble and one nurse left the bubble blenk. The writer inter-
preted the snswers of "seme" as mesning that the nurses wers
seying the seme thing they were thinking. The three respond-
ents who wrote "seme" in the bubble had expressed positive
views in the "saying bubble.

Two respondents noted in the "thinking" bubble thelr
desire that the blanket be washed, The fear of it being lost
wag expressed by nine nurses, Three of them mentioned losing

anket in both the "thinking” and "saying" bubbles., Two
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nurses indicsted the feer of loss of the blanket only in the
"thinking" bubble whereas four stated the fear of loss to the

mother.

Positive views given in
|the "saying" bubble:

Negative views given
in the "saying" bubble:

Positive views glven
in the "thinking" bubble:

Negative views given in
the "thinking"™ bubble:

"If Johnny 18 used to sleeping
with his blenket it is sll
right for him to keep it here
with him while he's in the hog«
pital, Just put it on his bed
uho:o he will be sble to see
it.

"He may keep it with him if he
would like to."

"He mey heve it here ss 1t will
make him feel more secure."

None

"This child needs to have some
tie with his home enviromment
since he has been trensplanted
to en entirely strenge environ.
ment, "

"This is probably Johnny's
favorite blenket that he has
each night st home., It mey
make him feel more secure if

he were sble to keep i1t here

on his bed when his mother will
have to leave him tonight,"

"Johnny needs to keep hils
blanket with him - identifice-
tion is not lost."

"Don't leave it here.
does is spread germs,"

All it

"I'd 1like to throw awey the ol4d
ng."

"Burn 1tL1"
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Il. Cartoon pleture 2

The second cartoon picture depicted a child erying snd

saying to the nurse "I want my teddyl". Twenty-four nurses

responded with positive views in the "ssying" bubble end three
nurses left the bubble blank, In the "thinking" bubble nine-
teen positive views were glven and five responses were nega-
tive. One person placed "seme" in the "thinking" bubble and
two people left it blank, TL. person who placed "same" in the
"thinking” bubble hed expressed 2 positive view in the "saying
bubble.

gs of AL
Fositive views given in "I will ssk your mother to
Ftho "saying" bubble? bring it, Would you like to

see our teddy bear, It is a
great big one, You sy take
it to bed with you."

"Johnny if you would like me to '
I will resd you s story before
you go to bed then we have a .
teddy here that is lonesome and
would like you to sleep with
him tonightes In the morning
we will c¢sll your mother and
toll her you would like her to
bring your teddy from home,"

"He may have teddy and any
other toys he uould like to
have brought in."

Negeative views given in None

the "saying” bubble:

Positive views given in "The teddy bear will give him
the "thinking" bubblet great security while in the

hoapitel becsuse it 1s some=
thing from home, I will con-
tact the parents no they may
send or bring 1t,"




"Many children hsve a favorite
toy or stuffed snimal that they
sleep with, If he were able to
heve his teddy besr he might
not feel as alone es he does
now around sll of the new
p.ﬂp]..o'

"The separation from home and
mother mey be softened bz hav-
ing his toys around him,

Negative views given "In & minute you'll get your
in the "thinking" bubble: tcdgy where you least expect
it.
"Oh shutupli”

"Anything to keep him gquiet,"

III. Cartoon plicture 3

The third cartoon picture depicted a mother seying to
the nurse "Here are Suzie's shoes and clothes., Where can she
keep them while she is here?". In the "gaying” bubble twenty-
two nurses expressed negative views toward the child reteining
his clothes in the hospital. Five respondents stated positiwe
views. Eleven expressed positive views in the "thinking"
bubble end six stated negative views. Seven pleced the word
"game" in the "thinking" bubble. Those seven respondents
steted negative views in the "saying" bubble. Three nurses
left the "thinking" bubble blank., However, nineteen nurses
specified that the child could retein his shoes and/or slip-
pers.

Three paerticipsnts felt thet the child could keep his
socks snd two nurses mentioned he eould keep hils robe, One

nurse stated the child could keep hig pe jemas, robe, shoes
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land slippers, Vowever, when the nurss state
could not be reteined in the hospital but the child could keep
his shoes 1t was coded gs a negative view.

In the "thinking" bubble one nurse stated the clothes
could be taken home end weshed, In the "saying" bubble four
respondaents indicated they had no fecllities for keeping the
clothes and they hed = fear that they might get lost., 3Six
nurses stated they had no fecilitiea, Seven 2aid they might

got misplsced or lost, Three respondents wrote inm the "think.
ing" bubble that they were concerned that the clothes might “ |
get lost, One person indicated she had no space for them and 1
one indlecated her fear of loss and she stated she had no faecl~

1lities availeble.

) nse |
Positive views given in "There 12 2 night stand beside |
the "saying" bubble: Susie's bed where you may put !

her elothing. This will be
her stand where she will be
able to put any of her own
things while she is here in
tha hoapital."

"She may keep them in her

table."
"Just put them in her night
stand,®
Negative views given in "You'd better take her clothes
the "gaying"” bubble: home, Juat leave her shoes.

Clothea frequently get lost in
the hospital.™

"It 18 better to teske them
home becesuse things get lost
essily with so meny petients,"



"You'll have to take them home
a8 there 1s no plece to keep
them here."

"Children who are in 2 new and
quite possibly frightening
situation would probably feel
better if their clothing were
elose by =nd not taken from
home "

"She eould et least keep them
in her ssck until diascharge or
in s saok,"

"A part of the child's clothing
left behind 1s s secure feeliny
to e child,"”

Positive views given in
the "thinking" bubble:

Negative views given in

"Just some more thingl to
the "thinking" bubble:

clutter up the room,
"I'm sure they would get lost,"
"Par better the mother take
these home--hogpitel is not
responaible for lost articles,"
1V, Cartoon pleture i

This plcture showed s girl saying to the nurse "Can
mother bring my toothbrush and halirbrush?", Twenty=-six nurses
stated positive views in the "saying" bubble and one left the
bubble blenk, In the "thinking" bubble twenty-one expressed
positive views, three plasced "same" in the bubble end three
left it blank., The three respondants who wrots "same" in the
"$hinking™ bubble had expressed positive views in the "seying"

bubble.

Examples of Responses

Pogitive views given in "Yes, that 1s s very good sug~-

the "saying" bubble gestion, Beilng neat snd cleen




CAN MOTHER [
RRIVG |
MY Qwn

oo THBRUSH
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will help you to feel better."

"Yes, you mey certainly have

your brushes brought in from

home, If you would like I'll
have someone e¢all your mother
now 80 she esn bring them in

when she comes today.”

"Yes they ean be brought in and
we can put them in your table," I

Negative views given in None

the "saying" bubble:

Positive views given in "Usuelly children do not teke
the "thinking" bubble: the initistive for cleenliness

—

and personal hygiene so this |
gttitude should be strengthened
by nurse spproval., This situa-
tion could slso lead to s dis-
cussion of other health preace
ticles."

Negetive views given in Hone.
the "thinking" bubble:

Discussion of Dats

In reviewing the data the writer recelved several ime-
pressions sbout the views the nurses expressed, On the whole
positive views were expressed by the nurses sbout a child
retaining objects from home in the hospital except for elothes
The responses of the nurses showed that they all hold positive
views toward the child having her mother bring her toothbrush
and hairbrush to the hoaspital, The writer felt that this Il

caused nc concern to the nurses beesuse of 1) the very pere

gonsl neture of the items, 2) the sisze of the items and the
fect that they require very little space, and 3) the connee-
tion of these articles with health and hyglene perhaps making



srticles.

easlly mistaken for 2 hospitesl blanket and

nurse that the chlld is insecure.

Most of the nurses responded to the
ing the child's teddy with positive views,
have expressed these views becsuse a child
"toys" with him, The three hospitals used
‘ & play program on the pedistric units. It
to find euch en object with & child in the

Wnuraa: who expressed negetive feellngs did

the nurses feel duty-bound to encourage the use of these

el

The blenket wes the second most sccepted object, How-
ever, the fear of loss of the blenket snd the desirs for it

t0 be washed were expressed. In reality the blanket could be

become loat in the

lsundry. Also, the blanket may seem like & very unnecessary

ob jeet for the ¢hild to retein with him, It mey imply to the

situstion concern=
The nurses may

is expected to h-vc"

in the & tudy have

may not be unusual
hospitals The

not glve reasons

for feeling this way. They may not have been able to justify

in their own minds ressons for their negstive feelings; there-

fore, they merely said they did not went the child to kesp the

t.dd’o

The situation which received the most negative views by

the nurses was the one concerning the child's clothes. The

nurses gave no facilitles snd fear of loas es reasons the chil

could not keep his clothes in the hospital.

Since hospltels

furnish gowns and robes the nurses mey feel thet the child ocar

||do anything thst he needs to do in these clothes. The writer
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aiight interpret the statements of no facllitles svallable for

the clothes as also meaning the nurse d1d not want to bother
with them, Sinee his own shoes and clothes are related io the
child's personal identity snd independence, the nurss mey feel
that 1t is harder to control his setivities when he ia wearing
them.

There ware differences betwesn what tha nurses wrote
in the “"seying" bubble snd what they wrote im the “thinking"
bubble. This might have indiceted that the nurses could not
or 41d not verbslize their sctusl thoughts., The situstion
concerning the clothes caused the most diserepency in the
responses in the "saying" and "thinking" bubbles. Also, it
may have caused the most smbivalent feelings. The blanket
situstion followed showing the seme amount of discrepsncy.
The toothbrush end halrbrush situstions showed the least
difference in responses between the "saying"™ bubble ond the
"thinking" bubble.

Thirteen bubbles were left blank ond one porson left
five of these bubdbles blank. Three respendents each left two
bubbles blank, Two nurses sach left one bubble blank. They
may have felt threatened by hsving to fill in the "thinking"
bubbles; so left the ones blank that esused them the moat
goncorn., Soms nurses mey have felt they wrote in the “seying"
bubble what they were slso thinking; therefore, they left the
"thinking" bubble blsnk, The threo "saying" bubbles may have

been left blenk by oversight or on purpose, The nurses may




have had very smbivalent feelings about the situstions and |
left them blenk.




CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND RECOMMFIRDATIONS

Sumnary

This study wes undertaken to identify nurses views
towerd a child retaining objeets from home in the hospital,
Ten nurses from & genersl hospitel, ten nurses from s privste
ehildren’s hospitel end gseven nurses from s university mwedicsal
center participated in the study, A projective technigue of
cartoon pictures was used by the writer to eolleet the needed
data., The cartoons depicted four situstions involving s nurse
a child snd/or mother end sn object from home.

The litersture reviewed by the writer substantiated
the essumption of & hospitalized child's needs for en objecte
link from home., However, no literature wes found discussing
nurses views toward this lssue,

The objects which the nurses respondsd to with the
most positive views were the toothbrush end hesirbrushe The
blenket wesa the second moat secepted object and was closely
followed by the teddy bear. The clothes received the most
negative feelings,

The themes of fesr of loss, importancs of clesnliness

and no facilities seemed to pervade the responses given by the

nursef,
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on the pert of these particular nurses of the importance of

3k

The nurses' ages, types of nursing schools attended snd
types of hosplitals in which they were employed were not signi-

ficant, in relation to the reaponses to the cartocn pletures.

Rgeoggenglgiog!

From the results of this study the following recommen-
dations sre mede:

1. This study ecould be repested with =z lerger sample
selected rsndomly snd the dets collected in a more standard
way to meke statistiezl inference possibdble.

2. The use of cartoon pietures for determining nurses'
views of 2 child retaining objeets from home in the hospital
might be further explored by nurse resesrchers in s veriety
of situetions, A study could be done using the four cartoon
pletures of thig study to geln further informetion about
nurses viewsz and to further determine the value of this in-
strument.

3, It seems fesseble to determine 1if nurses who state
positive responses to the mother end child concerning retaine
ing objects from home in the hospital actually creste an en-
vironment conducive to keeping the objeets, Observetion of
nurses' behavior as thsy menage objects from home combined
with this technigue might lend additionsl depth to the find=
inge. Therefore, a study using observation as one tool for
collecting dsta might be worthwhile,

4o This study has indicated some leeck of understending
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the ¢hild's clothing to his security in a2 new and frightening
environment, Therefore, it seems feasible that nursing educae
tors and inservice educators work towsrd developing 2 better

understanding in this ares.







1.

2o

3.
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Directions

There are four cartoon plctures on the
following pages. In bubble number 1

write what the nurse is to the
child or mother and in bubble number 2
write whet the nurse is thinking.

If there is not eunough room in the
bubbles continue on the back indlicating
the proper bubble number,

All pepers will remaln anonymous and

there will be no way which to identify
any respondent,

Your cooperstion is grestly appreclatedl




Please fill out the questionnaire which is bslow.

Sex -
Age =
Type of nursing school sttended -

Year of graduation -

Years worked in pedistrics -

Is pediatric nursing your first choice?
Have you worked in other speclelty areas?
What?

How long?
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