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CHRISTIAN SCIENCE I
AS AN AEERlCAN FORl-i OE HINDUISM. J

-o-
Primarily Christian Science was a theory or sysx-ein of mental ' 

therapeutics,which is the underlying groundwork of Science and 
Health. lbs therapeutics is not only the secret of success of the 
cult but is also the corner stone of its system. The aux-hor clairnsj 
her system was a divine revelation.

"I knew the Principle of ail harmonious mind-action to be God,and 
that cures were produced,in primitive Christian healing,by holy,up­
lifting faith;but I must know its Science,and I won way to absolute 
conclusions,through divine revelation,reason,and experiment.” 
The reliability of her search of the Scriptures and of this revel- ' 

ation is evidently groundless,!or her biblical exegesis shows at oncfe 
her ignorance of the Bible.
As one reads her book he can see her shrewdness in recognising that 
unmixed erro'r would not be one-half as useful to her as a compound | 
in which ’truth is an ingredient,and it is not surprising that the | 

average reader,because of this intermixed truth which he of course 
believes,soon finds himself consenting to what his senses and his 
reason tell him is not truth. The whole fabric of crude phiios- |

phising*-is made up by somebody from various ancient and modern 
idealists and from a most fantastic method of scriptural exegesis.

I As philosophy Christian Science roust be considered as a species 
of pantheism. It is the tendency Of pantheism in every form to 
find illusions where the more sober philosophies find substantial

I 
reality. Mrs Eddy however expressly repudiates pantheism,but it m 
is the materialistic type which she wars against. Either matter I 

and motion are the chief realities,and ail lofty conceptions of God ■ 
are illusions,or God is the only realiby,and material things are 
illusions in a greater or less degree. These are the two extremes,

91 
and it is quite evident that her ’so-called system of thought comes (I 
under the subjective ideaiistii^ extreme. j

This kind of philosophy had its native home in India,and when li

Pundita Ramabai arrived in this country she recognized this ^.cient S 
Hindoo philosophy,to which had been added a system of therapeutics, i 

under the guise of a Christian name. J
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She said,"It is a sad sight,to one who is acquainted with the 
results of heathen philosophy and superstition,to see educated 
people,who enjoy all the benefits of Christian civilization being 
deceived by the glamor of a new name. As I was born and educated 
in this philosophy,having taken my degree of Pundita in it,I am 
acquainted with its literature and its influence on my people,and I 
want to witness to its degradation. ****** You are to taice the 
whole universe as nothing but false hood. You are to think it does' 

not exist. I do not exist.****Men do not feel any sympathy for 
others. They do not feel for people who are starving or being kill­

ed in war. Suffering is not real. The first result,then,of this i 
philosophy is the basest cruelty and selfishness,no compassion for J 

sufferers and supreme egotism". I
I

Brahmanism and Christian Science agree in their denial of the | 
exisuence of matter. Also in tnat they recognize no sin,but im­
perfection and wretchedness and evil are recognized,and a remedy is 
provided,and as they are wholly the result of ignorance,Knowledge 
is bhe remedy. They agree also in their denial of the reality of 
pain and death. There is a close resemblance in their identific3t-| 
ion of the human soul with God,or the ultimate non-existence of | 

i man's soul. • I

f It is not necessary to say that the author of Christian Science 
studied Hinduism to get this system. Probably he never heard of i

j If he had he would have written a more consistent boox than Science I 
: and Health. Hindu pantheism was brought into contact with early r

Christianity by the Neo-Platonists. Bver since that time this 8 

philosophy of the Brahmans has continued to confront Christianity.
The last serious struggle with it was as i-ecent as the time of b'icht j 
Schelling,and Hegel. The transcendentalism of Schelling found a 
hearty reception in New England through Emerson. Later theosophy 
with its pantheistic elements attracted much attention. In such ani 

atmosphere the founder of Christian Science worked out the system. 
A few leading doctrines may be traced through it which enable one to 
recognize it as a species of -pantheism,but jsiih them there is so 
much inconsistency,self-contradiction,and folly that even a ^ober 
reader becomes bewildered.

L
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In the study of this subject it is very nuch simplified by makir^ 
I a distinct separation of j.ts Philosophy and its Therapeutics. The 
I success of the latter part of the system,which in a large number of * 

I instances may be admitted,-in no way establishes the truth of its i 
1 philosophy and theology. The philosophy and theology are wholly I 

L independent of the system of therapeutics.. The Kind healers,the 
I Faith Curers,the j/esiQeriBts,the Spiritualists and many other sects 
f which have widely diverse theories bur employ similiar methods,have I 
k similiar success. Relics and shrines of Saints have been quits as 
! effective.

Dr d.M.Buckley,in determining whether the facts can be account- 
j 
j ed for upon natural principles,observes the cures,first,as cases 

I where uhe effect is unquestionably produced by natural mental cause; 

I second,cases in which the operation of occult causes is claimed.
I Under these two heads he cites a large number of instances,and con­

cludes, ( 1) , that subjective mental states can produce effects either
I of the nature of disease or cure,(S),active incredulity in persons

I not acquainted with these laws,but willing to be experimented upon, 
is often more favorable to sudden effects than mere stupid acqui-

I escent credulity. (3),That concentrated attention,’with faith , 

can produce powerful effects. 14),That ''x<ind-curs" has a basis in 
the laws of nature. (5),That all are unable to dispense with 

surgery.
Dr Hudson, in his Daw of Psychic Phenomena, a boo.k of interest 

and suggestiveness , even if not agreed to by ail students of psychiih 
law,gives us a working hypothesis by which Christian Science and all' 
other like systems of therapehtics may be classed together and ex-

• plained. Prof-Lessors Diebauit and Bernheim discovered this ■
proposition : Hypnotic subjects are constantly amenable to the power’ 

of suggestion : suggestion is the all-eotent factor in the productio|i
of all hypnotic phenoLena. To this demonstrated and accepted prop-r 
osition Dr Hudson adds three general propositions,'^applicable to all S 
phases of psychological phenomena,viz,(1),there is a dual charapter I 

of man's mental organization. One may call it a dual mind or a | 
dual manifestation of ths mind. At least every thing happens just | 
as though man was endowed with a dual mental organizatibn. For 
convenience he designates one as the objective mind,the other as the

L
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subjective mind. (2)/The subjective mind is constantly amenable 
to control by suggestion. (3),The subjective mind is incapable of

inductive reasoning.
The objective mind takes cognizance of the objective v/orid. 

Its media of observation are the five senses. It is the outgrowth 
of man's physical necessities. It is his highest guide in his I 

struggle with his material environment. Its highest function is t 

that of reasoning,and when man is in his normal condition it is not ■ 
controllable,against reason,positive knowledge,or the evidence of • 
his senses,by the suggestion of another. •

The subjective mind takes cognizance of its environment by 
means of Lhe sense. It perceives by intuition. It is ths seat oi' 

the emotions,and the store-house of memory. It performs its high­
est functions when the objective senses ore in abeyance. In a . 
word it is that intelligence which maKes itself manifest in a hyp- . 
notic subject when in a sbate of somnambulism. The subjective 
mind never sleeps and may be that part of the mind which we call the 
so ul.

with these propositions accepted as fundamental, the vijrieuJS' | 
phenomena of psychic activity such as Mesmerism,Faith-cures,cures | 
at shrines and by relics,Christian Science,and mathematical and

I 
musical prodigies may be easily explained. It surely is absurd 
and insane for anyone to say he has a final revelation from God as I 

to healing. Such a person can scarcely be said to Know the primarjjj

principles of psychology or to* have experimented in the simplest | 
forms of psychic phenomena. |

But why do people enjoying ths blessings of Christian civilis­
ation accept so much of the teachings of a dying heathen religion. 
Nob so much because these doctrines satisfy the demands of life as 
that the teachings not being understood are accepted as true because 
apparently healings are produced as proof. The Christian Scientist 

asserts (Alfred Farlow) that "The basic power of this religion by 
which it holds the hearts and minds of the people",is its system of I

therapeutics. "On no other ground than ths reality of these exper-^, 
fences of God's control over human beings and bheir ailments,physic-j 
a± and mental,can ths extraordinary zeal and devotion of the/Christ-J 
ian Scientists be explained." Because of obese "demonstrations" J



many intelligent people”who seem to lack logical perception,just as 
some are wanting in color perception,accept the so-called truths of I 

the cult.
There is a charm,which is attractive,in the dogmatic staiementSB 

of Christian Science. Multitudes submix- to x-he authority- of Mrs ■ 
Eddy for the same reason that many people submit to t<ome,Hi2,-a S

desire to have troublesome questions settled £or them. Very few 
care to work out their own beliefs by difficult intellectual and It 

spiritual experiments,and it is a fact not to be overlooked ghat I 

few intelligent and careful students of the Bible have become 
Christian Scientists. I

In a religion which has no place for sin and personal respon­
sibility many of the cqnscience stricken find refuge. The doctrines 
xhat God is All,xhat"intmortal Mind governing ail eiusg be acknowled­
ged as supreme xn the pi.ysicai rsal.m,so-called, as well as lu the 
spiritual”, and that Christian. Science is the third person in the 
Trinity,carried out in their teachings,give to many xhe sense of a 
closer fellowship with God and xhus relieves the stricken conscienc^.

Prom the first «ioney has figured very conspicuously. Thus has 

been added social dignity which is attractive'to che well-to-do.
Christian Science is somewhat of a protest against the gross * 

materialism of the day. idSn still need to be reminded that "The til 
things which are seen are temporal but the things which are not seeJ 

are eternal". It is a protest against ths pride of intellect whicil 
boasts itself against God, and issues into a kind of agnosxicisia, | 

since Christ.:Ban Science denies any such separation of man from God I 
&s that he cannot Know Him. It is a protest againsx the paganism |
of to-day which tries to live without God. Nevertheless while ®

Christian Science apparently has much chat is beautiful and attract-J 

ive,yet it offers nothing bo satisfy the real needs of man's life |
that cannot be found by a personal appropriation of the Christian I 

Gospel. The whole system may be summed up -in the words of t*in Shdrtfe 

"Its philosophy is dangerous,its theology is heresy,and its ther­
apeutics is quackery".


