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bulletin. Annual reports, special notices, student publica­

tions (including those published by teachers groups but 

directed to student readers), and informal correspondence 

have all been excluded from this survey. Only regularly 

scheduled publications of local, state, or regional associa­

tions which are part of the associations' professional 

programs are to be included in this problem. 

A further point to be noted is that only newsletters 

which were currently being published and copies of which 

were obtainable at the time of this study contributed to the 

data. No information or comments were accepted from groups 

which had previously sponsored or were planning to sponsor 

a newsletter or bulletin. This stipulation confines t h e 

study to conditions as found at the time of the project. 
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Unusual sidelights, problems, recreations, quotations 
of a mathematical nature. 

Reports of current teaching practices. 

Committee reports. 

Book reports. 

Projects for the mathematics laboratory. 

Announcements of workshops and summer school courses. 

This list of the various types of articles likely to be 

found in mathematics newsletters is composed, essentially, 

of three major categories - one relating to the activities 

of the sponsoring organization, one containing articles of 

tecrillical interest to mathematics teachers, and one including 

articles of personal interest and enjoyment. 

The classification of articles or stories of a publica-

tion need not be limited to the use of subject matter as the 

sole criterion, however. The Redmonds, for example, would 

utilize the length of an article as a basis for sub-dividing 

feature stories into four classes.1 They define special 

features as containing up to two thousand words while straight 

features run to seven hundred or eight hundred words as a 

rule. Articles of from three hundred to six hundred words 

would be classified as featurettes, and those under two hun-

dred and fifty would be called short features. O'Shea lists 
2 five criteria for suitable articles of a house organ. They are: 

1Redmond, ££• cit., p. 16. 

2 0 'She a, .£E.. cit • , p • 9 • 
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quickly and at low cost.1 Most of the publications of 

mathematics teacher organizations, on both the state and 

local level, are mimeographed he adds. Johnson indicates 

the following advantages and virtues of this type of reproduc-

tion: 

Production time is relatively short since galley proofs, 
cuts, and printing schedules are not involved. 

Mimeographing is a flexible means of reproduction in 
that drawings, symbols, or irregular printing may 
be readily cut on the stencils. 

Expense is kept to a minimum through use of mimeographed 
forms, and cost is limited for the most part to 
stencils, paper and postage. Many of the minor 
considerations in the process can be readily cared 
for through school facilities and student help. 

In planning for the production of a publication such as 

a newsletter or bulletin a number of basic factors must be 

considered. Melcher and Larrick, in their authoritative 

Printing and Promotion Handbook
2

, mention four such factors. 

They are: 

1) Space allocation -- size, number of pages. 

2) Kinds of illustration, if any 
pictograph, line drawing. 

3) Use of color, if any. 

photograph, cartoon, 

4) Printing process 
limits. 

which ones are within budgeting 

The myriad other details which must necessarily be 

attended to in the production process include such items as 

lJohnson, QE• cit., p. 99. 
2Melcher, Daniel and Larrick, Nancy, Printing and Promo­

tion Handbook, New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1949, 
p. 82. 
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kind of paper, column arrangement, margins, placing heads, 

and kind of type. More specific attention will be given 

these topics in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER III 

Analysis of Newsletters 

While those actively engaged in the preparation of 

mathematics newsletters or bulletins may be familiar with the 

variety of publications to be found in this field, other 

individuals interested in newsletters may be acquainted with 

only one or two journals. That a variety of styles does 

indeed exist among the newsletters may best be seen from an 

actual examination of the publications themselves. To this 

end, the twenty newsletters available for this survey were 

studied by the writer, and the remainder of this chapter 

contains the data obtained. 

Procedure Each of the twenty newsletters was 

examined according to the procedure outlined below. For some 

of the newsletters as many as eight different issues were 

available while for others only a single issue was obtained 

for study. In cases where a nwnber of issues were on hand, 

only those of the past year were analyzed, whereas if fewer 

than a year's quota were obtained whatever issues were 

available were studied. 

In analyzing the newsletters two basic features were 

considered -- first, the physical ap pearance and makeup of 

the publicati ons, and second, the actual content of the 





it is stated whether or not each newsletter is published 

with printing on one side of the paper only or on both sides. 

Type of cover If a cover is used wi th the newsletter 

it is described briefly, and if no cover is utilized, the 

front page and mast head are ment ioned in place of the cover. 

Use of color If colors other than black and white 

are used, mention is made of the k ind of color and the manner 

in which it is employed. 

Method of ;erinting All of the newsletters examined 

may conveniently be said to be printed by one of three 

processes -- offset, letterpress, or stencil. Included in 

this last classification are mimeographing, mult i grap hing , 

or any other duplicating process utilizing stencils. Each 

newsletter, therefore, is listed as being printed by offset, 

let t erpress, or stencil. 

Column arrangemept Some of the newsletters were 

found to use t wo columns of type to a pag e while others 

made use of three or, in some cases, only one column. The 

column arrangement utilized by each individual newsletter is 

indicated as part of the phy s ical description. 

Use of illus trations If drawing s, photographs, 

diagrams or other illustrations were found in a newsletter, 

mention is made of each type used . Drawings used as part of 

the masthead are considered under the topic of covers and 
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are therefore not included as part of the ill ustration 

category. 

Types of articles Every article of each newsletter 

was read and classified according to its content . No list 

of headings was prepared prior to the actual study of the 

newsletters since it would obviously be difficult to foresee 

all the various types of articles to be found. Each article 

was allowed, t hrough its cont ent, to suggest its own classifi-

cation. Editorials, announcements of workshop and conferences, 

and method s of teaching are typical of the content heading s 

used. 

Amount of space Following each type of article 

listed per newsletter t he percentage of the total newsletter 

space occupied by this type of article is also g iven. The 

unit used as a basis for determining the length of articles 

was an inc h of colwnn space. 

-i;C 
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Bulletin of the Arkansas 

Council of Teach ers of Mathematics 

Dimensions 6 x 9 inches 

Jum.ber of pages 4 - Printing on both sides o f sheet. 

Cover No separate cover. Masth ead and 

names of state officers included on 

front page. 

Color No color used. 

Prin ting Offset 

Column arrang ement Single column on front pag e , t wo 

columns per pag e elsewh ere. 

Illustrations None 

Types of ar ticles and amount of space -

Me t h ods of teach ing 48% 
26

/ 
News of the sponsoring or ganization 
Problems and puzzles 8 
News on workshops and conferences 6 
Ed itorials 6 
Poems and jokes 4 
Teach ing aids or devices l 
Bo ok reviews l 



California lV!a thema tics Council 

Bulletin 

Dimens ions 6 x 9 inches 

Number of pages 20 - Printing on both sides of sheet. 

Cover Stiff p aper cover on front and back . 

Masth ead, table of contents, and con-

ference dates appear on front cover. 

Association officers are listed on 

inside front cover . 

Color Covers are of bright , solid colors. 

A d ifferent color is used for each 

issue. 

Printing Letterpress 

Column arrangement Sing le and doubl e colmnn arran g ements 

used alternately a ccording to t ype of 

material being presented . 

Illustrations L i ne draw ing s and g eometric fi g ures 

are used occasionall y . 

'I'ypes of articles and amount of space -

Curricul mn suc;ge stions 
News of sponsoring organization 
Methods of teaching 
Tr aining of teachers 
Na tional Council news 
==1 gh1ights in literature 
Student Activities 
News of work shops and conferences 

251o 
23 
16 
10 
10 

8 

18 





Illinois Cou_nc il of Teachers 

of Math ematics 

Newsletter 

Dimensions 8-ft x ll inches 

Number of pages 6 - Printing on both sides of sheet. 

Cover No cover used. Masthead a ppears at 

top of first pa ge. 

Color Masthead is in brig ht red ink. 

Print i ng Stencil 

Co l 1L."!LY1 arrang ement Two col u:rnns per page . 

Illustrations Limited to an occasional g eometric 

fi gure or diagram . 

Typ es of articles and amount of space 

News of sponsoring org ani zation 
Elementary education 
h!ethods of teaching 
Teac h ing aids or devices 
l'![a thema tics publ ications 
News of workshop and conferences 
Special topics in mathemaiics 
Mathema tics in the news 
Student activities 
Educational research 
Problems and puzzles 
National Council news 

3 
2 
l 





Iowa Association of Mathematics Teach ers 

Math ematics Newsletter 

Di mensions 8! x 11 inches 

Number of pag es 4 - Printing on one side of sheet 

only. 

Cover No cover. Masthead and list of 

association officers appear at top 

of first page. 

Color No color used. 

Printing Stencil 

Co l man arrang ement One column per page. 

Illus t r a tions None 

Types of articles and amount of space 

Teaching aids or devices 
l'Tati onal Council news 
News of work shops and conferen ces 
Methods of teaching 
News of sponsoring org anization. 

36% 
21 
18 
14 
11 



Bul l etin of the Kansas Association 

of Teachers of Math ematics 

Di men sions 6 x 9 inche s 

Number of pages 8 - Prin ting on both sides of s heet. 

Cover First pag e serves as cover. 1\'lasthead, 

table of contents, and list of 

association officers are contained 

on first pa ge. 

Color No color used. 

Printing Offset 

Column arrang ement Two columns per page. 

Illustrations None 

Types of articles and amount of space 

News of sponsoring organization 28% 
Math ematics in colleg e 19 
Curriculum suggestions 14 
Educational research 10 
Educ a tion in g en eral 6 
Training of teachers 5 
Applied mathematics 

4
4 

Teach ing aids, devices 
Math ematics in the news 3 
Nationa l Council news 2 
Special topics i n mathematics 2 
t!iath ematics in the literature 2 
News of individual schools or teachers 1 



Minnesota Mathematics 

Newsletter 

Di mensions 8-*- x ll inches 2 

Humber of pages 12 - Printing on both sides of shee t. 

Cover 

Color 

Printing 

No separate cover. Front pag e with 

masth ead serves a s cover. 

Masthead appears in bright red. 

Color not used otherwise. 

Stencil 

Column arran g ement Two columns per pag e except f or 

special ar ticles printed as a single 

c o lumn. 

Illustrations Several d iagrams per issue. 

Types of articles and amount of space 

News of sponsoring org anization 
Teach ing aids or devices 
s tudent activities 
Problems and p u zzles 
Methods of teaching 
Curriculum s uggestions 
Educational resear ch 
News of individual schools or teachers 
Edi tor ials 
News of workshops and conferences 
National Council news 
Math ematics in the news 
Training of teachers 











29 

Ohio Council of Teachers of 1'iath ematics 

Newsle tter 

Dimensions Bt x ll inch es 

Humber of pages 6 - Pr i nting on both sides of sheet. 

Cover No cover. Masthead appears at top 

of first page. 

Color No color used. 

Printing Stencil 

Column arrang ement One column per page . 

I llustrat ions None 

Types of articles and amount of space 

News of sponsoring org anization 57% 
National Council news 27 
Work shops and conferences 6 
Math ematics publications 6 
Notes on indiv i dual sch ools or t e achers 4 
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Penns ylvania Council of 

Teachers of Math ematics 

Di me n sions 8-fr x 14 inches 

Number of p a g es 8 - Printing on both sides of sh eet. 

Cover None. Masthead at top of first 

p a ge. 

Color No color used. 

Printin g Stencil 

Col urrm arrang ement S i n gle colunm t h roughout. 

I ll u s t r a tions None 

'l'ypes of articles a n d amount of s p ace 

News of s p onsoring org a n ization 95% 
News of ind ividual sch ools or te a ch ers 5 



Association of Teachers of Math ematics 

of Philadelphia and Vicinity 

Newsletter 

Di me n sions 8-k x ll inc h es 

lfu_rnb er of pages 3 - Printing on one s ide of sh eet 

only. 

·C over No cover. :Masthead at top of first 

page. 

Color I o color used. 

Pr:Lnting Stencil 

Column arrang ement Sin g le col unm throughout. 

Illustrations None •. 

'rypes of articles a n d amount of space 

News of sponsoring or ganization 
National Council news 
News of work shops and conferences 
Math ematics p ublications 
Puzzles 

73% 
17 

4 
l 











Key to Table 1 

- Dimen. Di mensions in inch es 

No. Pp . Number of pages 

Col. Number of columns per page 

Cov . Cover 

Illust. Illustrations 

Print. M.eth od of printing 

y Yes 

N No 

0 Offset 

L Letterpress 

s Stencil 





NI 

AM 

cs 

E 

EE 

EG 

ER 

HM 

IS 

hlG 

IvlL 

MN 

MT 

HC 

NS 

RIYI 

SA 

ST 

T 

TA 

TT 

we 

Key to Table 2 

Number of issues of newsletter ex a mined . 

Applied or practical math ematics. 

Curriculum sugg estions. 

Editorials 

Elementary school math ematics. 

Education in g eneral. 

Educational research. 

History of ma thematics. 

News of individual schools or teach ers. 

Mathematics in g e neral. 

39 

Mathematics in the literature and publications. 

Mathematics in the news. 

Methods of teaching . 

National Council news . 

News of the sponsoring or g anization. 

Recreational math ematics. 

Student activities. 

Special topics in math ematics. 

Mathematics tests. 

Teaching aids or devices. 

Training of teachers. 

News of workshops and conferences . 





TABLE 2. (cont. ) 

-
News -
letter NI AM cs E EE EG ER HM IS MG IVIL MN MT NC NS RM SA ST T TA TT we 

Ohio 2 4 6 27 57 E 

-
Ore . 3 2 7 4 5 3 2 I 2 25 28 6 6 7 3 

Penn. 1 5 95 

Phi1s.. 3 4 17 73 1 5 

W. Ps. . 5 25 
I 

53 12 1 9 

Tex . 2 4 5 9 3 15 2 10 5 25 9 1 5 7 

Utah 2 11 11 7 4 60 7 

Wis. 3 13 7 4 3 34 8 15 2 2 11 2 1 8 





general. The second type of question involved information 

as to the actual physical publication of the newsletters or 

bulletins.. Production costs, circulation figures and staff 

personnel were included under this beading. The third area 

of interest centered about the personal comments, suggestions 

and criticisms of the editors themselves. 

... "1: () 
ti:_ tJ 

Content On the basis of Dr. Johnson's classification 

of material appearing in newsletters1 and a brief perusal 

of the kinds of articles found in several publications 

familiar to the writer a list of thirteen major types of 

article.s was drawn up as follows: 

1. Announcements or reports of activities of the 
sponsoring organization. 

2. Suggestions on methods of teaching. 

3. Reports on educational research. 

4 ·. Book reviews. 

5. News about teaching aids or devices 

6. Problems or puzzles. 

7. Editorials. 

8. Notes concerning individual schools and teachers. 

9. Poems and jokes. 

10. Curriculrun suggestions. 

11. Srunmaries of speeches or lectures 

1 Johnson, ££• £ii., pp. 99-100. 







TABLE 3 

SUMlVIAHY OF EDITORS t REPLIES ON 
CONTENT OF THEIR PUBLICATIONS 

Included in 
Type of Article Publication 

Announcements or 
reports of activities 
of sponsoring organi- 17 
zation 

Suggestions on methods 
of teaching 9 

Book reviews 5 

News about teaching 
aids, devices 7 

Problems or puzzles 12 

Editorials 9 

Notes concerning indi­
vidual schools and 
teachers 9 

Poems and jokes 10 

Curriculum suggestions 7 

Summaries of speeches 
or lectures 15 

History of mathematics 4 

Announcements about 
workshops and conferences 16 

Reports on educational 
rese-arch 4 

President's message 

Results of student 
examinations 

Annotated bibliography 
of outstanding arti­
cles 

2 

1 

Worthy of 
Inclusion 

17 

16 

12 

14 

14 

12 

14 

13 

16 

16 

13 

17 

12 

2 

2 

1 

Should Not 
be Included 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

No Opinion 
Expressed 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

3 





attention to its own internal affairs. A second result to 

be noted is that except in the area of organizational 

activities no other category was accorded universal attention. 

Problems or puzzles, appearing in twelve newsletters, and 

poems and jokes, listed by ten editors, were the only other 

types which might be considered as common to a majority of 

the publications. The eight types of articles suggested by 

the editors themselves are examples of material to be found 

in individual cases but are not typical of newsletters in 

general. 

Much greater agreement was to be found in the editors' 

opinions on the desirability of the suggested articles than 

was the case in the actual content of the newsletters. Each 

of the thirteen listed kinds of articles was considered worthy 

of being included in their newsletters by at least twelve of 

the seventeen editors. Reports of the sponsoring organization 

and conference announcements were again the most often c hecked 

categories with all seventeen editors agreed that articles of 

this nature were worthy of inclusion. Three other types of 

articles, suggestions on methods of teac hing, curriculum 

suggestions, and summaries of speeches were listed as 

desirable by all but one of the editors. 

Eight of the thirteen classified articles were considered 

as undesirable for publication by one or more editors. Three 

editors felt that book reviews and news about teaching aids 

should not be included in their newsletters, but no single 

48 



type of article was excluded by more than three editors. 

Although the editors were not asked to defend their 

opinions, several included explanations of their attitudes. 

The major reason for excluding articles app e a red to be the 

lack of' suffi cient space. One or more editors expressed no 

opinion in nine of t he thirteen categories, probably due to 

the absence of any strong feelings in these areas. The topic 

of editorials drew the largest number of "no opinions", a 

total of four. It is likely that the four editors who 

failed to comment on the desirability of editorials did not 

feel themselves to be in a position to prope rly evaluate 

their own efforts . 

In addition to expressing his own views on the content 

of his newsletter or bulletin each editor was reque sted to 

rate the popularity and usefulness of the sugg ested articles 

a mong the r eaders of the publication. Short of an actual 

reader survey, similar to the one described in Chapter V, it 

would be difficult for an editor to accurately interpret his 

readers • preferences, and five of the editors felt unab le to 

ans we r this part of the questionnaire . It was the hope of 

the author, however, to obtain at least a very g ene ral 

expression of the editors' views of readers' opinions in 

order to compare actual content of newsletters with what it 

was felt the readers desired . The twelve editors who replied 

to this question provide a basis for at least a rough picture 

of what the editors of newsletters feel to be their readers' 



opinions. 

Table 4 contains a summa17 of the rating s g iven by 

twelve editor s to fifteen type s of articles, the first 

t h irteen being suggested in the questionnaire and the last 

two being sugg ested by individual editors. The f irst 

column contains the number of editors rating each type of 

article as one of the three most popular kinds among t he 

readers, while t he second column indicates the number of 

edi t ors rating each article as one of the t hree most useful 

types i n the minds of the readers. Announcements or rep orts 

of activities of the sponsoring organizat i on was the type of 

article both most popular and most useful to the readers 

according to the editors' replies. Sugg e s tions on methods 

of t eac h ing and summar ies of spe eches we re the second and 

t hird most popular types of articles in the opinion of the 

t welve editors who answered. Suggestions on me ·t;hods of 

teac hing and conference announcements were rated the second 

and third most usefu l categories by the editors. Editorials 

and t he history of mathematics were the only t wo kind s of 

articles wh ich failed to receive at least one vote as a mong 

either the most p opular or most useful to the r eader s as 

interpreted by t he editors. 

Purpose Three questions we re d i r ected at eac h editor 

concerning t h e purp ose s of his newslet t er or b ull etin. 
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