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CH!PTER II 

Audrey Tavi tian 

EFFEC.TIVENESS CF PAIRED STUDY VERSUS INDIVIDUAL STUDY 
I 

IN FOUR'lll GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 

1. Statement of the Problem 

It is the intent of this study to discover the effective­

ness or paired study versus individual study in fourth grade 

social studies. '!he data will be analyzed for the follOPiing 

purposes: 

1. To find if there is more retention When pupils study 

in pairs. 

2. TO find 1f there is more retention When pupils study 

alone. 

3• To find if there is more retention When an enrieh­

ment program follows study When pupils study in 

pairs. 

q.. To find if there is more retention when an enrich­

ment program follows study when pupils study alone. 

5• To correlate, using the total population of the 

study, the Intelligence quotient of each. individual 

with his average score on two weekly tests • 

6. To indicate the attitude of the pupils toward 

pupil-paired study in the terms of the following 

criteria: 

---
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the four vveek s. 

During t h e first t>tro i•Teeks of experiment, the study 

guid es we re issued and studied and the te s ts were administered 

with no enrichment before, during or after. It vras decided 11 

to include enrichment during the last two weeks of experiment. 

(See Tables 6 and 7) 

Aside from making certain that d irections were well 

understood, the tea cher rema ined in the b a ckground incon­

s p icuously, but alert to the activity g oing on. Observations 

were recorded during the lessons as to their -vwrth or deficinn-

cies. 

The novelty of using study guides and the act of vlorking 

in pairs served as motivators of interest and a ppea l. 

Paired Stu9:;y. --In order to determine vlhether the pupils 

lea rn a n d reta in more vrhen they s t udy a lone or in pairs, the 

c h ildren a ltern ately worked on the s a me ma t e ria l in p a irs 

and alone. The child ren were not paired according to intel­

lig enc e or ability; however, in the event tha t a c h ild of 

hig h intellig ence via s paired v.ri th a slmv lea rner, a chang e 

wa s ma de. After pairing , the$ tea cher scanned the g r oup to 

d etermine vlh ether t-vw child ren vl i th hig h and low intellignnces 

resp e c tively v.rere s e ated tog ether. Also she determined 

whether two children of v ery l ow ability were paired tog ether . 

In instances such as these, she re-paired them. 

of this po int-the t eacher was 

In summation 
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·1. Method of Study 

Study Guide Procedure.-- In order to make a comparison 

of two manners of study, it was necessary to use the fol­

lowing procedure. l'Ro groups of children were involved, both 
. I 

using the same study guides. The children used the study 

guides on Monday and Tuesday of each week and were tested on 

the material covered, on Friday of the same week. The mat­

erial covered on Monday's study guide was used in pairs in 

one group at the same time this study guide was being used 

individually by the other group. On TUesday, this plan was 

reversed, the paired group of Monday becaning nan the a lones 

39-

of TUesday and tbe alones of Monday becoming the Tuesday pairs. 

Paired Study.-- Each group was involved once each week I 
i .n paired study. The children used. the study guides with the 

social studies text While working in pairs. The teacher set 

the group_ up into pairs. She took these factors into con­

sideration - (1) children prefer working with a p9.rtner they 

like, and (2) children prefer working with a partner of the 

same sex. In some oases, where an odd number at children 

were present, a group of three would be formed.. No effort 

was made by the teacher to create a paired pattern. Each 

child had a variety of partners. 

'nle children were directed to read the material under 

each subject heading, silently. When both were f'inished, 

they would take turns reading the questions. As each 

question was read, it would be discussed until the best 








































































































































































