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While every one must recognize a eupematxiral -factor in the rise 
and growth of the Christian church, yet the church follows an historic 
sequence in its development* Therefore it is open to historical study 
which goes 'beyond th© mere oronology of facts; in other words, the church A
should be studied as a living institution conforming to general princi­
ples of institutional gfowth.

This is in no way Irrevercnd. It is but the tracing of th© method 
of a .methodical God in revealing himself to a fallen race.

in no Place is the adjustment of human condition to th© plan of th© 
Divine mor© fully revealed tlian in the historic setting of th© coming of 
the Ohristt

The fullnesa of time had come. The world was ready for a fuller 
revelation. By long centuries of discipline, th© jews had come to be 
thoroughly mdnotheietic. on© by on© the prmessianiC prophecies had (
been fulfilled. Th© political pride of Israel was humbled by a foreign 
yoke. Disputes as to th© meaning of th© law had become bitter, giving 
'rise to the sects of th© Pharalsees, th© Sadxisees, "and th© Essenes.
There a heart craving that was unsatisfied by th© spiritless formal­
ism that had come to th© Jewish worship. A great longing for a politi­
cal and religious deliverer had become general. Israel was expecting 
th© Hessiah. The social, political, and religious conditions of th© 
Jews were favorable to th© mission of the Christ, ©specially among the 
common people. .

The condition of th© pagan world was also ripe for,th© introduction 
of Christianity.
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Oentxxries of Greek life had. developed, a language alike marvelous 
for flexibility, delloaoy of shading and exactness of thought expres­
sion. Minds had been trained to phllosopMo breadth of thought and 
penetrating acutenSss,

These centuries had also proved the helplessness of man In his 
stfuggle^qnto a knowledge of Odd.

However much w© may adxalrO th© moral conceptions of Socrates or 
the lofty ideallsEi of Plato, w© must adroit that they fell far short of 
human needs.

The later history of Greece shows how vain were these strivings 
after better things in so far as th© improvement of th© moral condition 
of th© masses ’irasf oonoemdd.

Ro® Md also done her part in preparing the world for the Christ. 
/

Rome had risen from the camp of a migrating tribe to be mistress of the 
-world. With -her iiegaous and her laws, she had welded the world into 
one^vaat unit, Oovermental relations led to ooraraerclal intercourse. 
Oomracrolal ar^l political expansion lead to travel and broader mental life.

This Intercourse made Greek th© language of commerce and Latin the 
language of th© law. Thus were linguistic vehicles prepared for the 
Wide dissemination of the gospel.

Roman jroada, Roman tSessengers, and annual feasts contributed to the 
same end.

Pagan religions were largely national. Loss of political power ' 

shook the faith of many in their national religion. Larger intellec­
tual life had led not a few to reject the superstition and mythology of 
their fathers.
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Nothing had come to take the place of theft® failing religions.
Uoral conditions as desorihed in the first chapter of Paul's epistle to 
the RGaans led to the realization of the need of stronger moral bonds.

Thus, ®in the fullness of time,* <e find the jews tasained by cen­
turies of theocratic national life that they night become the channel 
of revelation, the Greek language developed to the highest grad© of ex- 
cellenc© and widely desscaralnated, th© Roman caapire at the height of its 
political power maintaining open ways of comunicat ion and ready to de­
fend its clttftens even in the remotest provinces, while th© crumbling 
and d@esy of old religious systems had led to laoTal conditions that 
must drive men to ths coldness of formaliesa, th© hopelessness of skepti- 
clm or th© (julckening influences of a new and living faith^;.

Onder these conditions, Jesus Christ, th© Son of Godi the Savior^ 
of the world, cam© to introduce and ©stabllBh^ Ohristtanityi However,
Christ did not formulate a new church organization. This is shown by

V-th© fact that he and his desciples worshiped with th© Jews and that th©
two saoramenta, the entry ways of the church, were not instituted^untii 
near 'th© close of Christ’s ministry.

7Jesus did gather .desolpleft to whom he did coraait the founding of
th© church. ^9To further this ©nd, he ordained apohtles and elders, and

10 carefully instructed his followers.

X. . t; ‘ uix. u'^
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In obe^Uenoe to th© oooronds of Ohrlet th© deeoiples tarried at
5- jonxBal©!3. Th© tin© of waiting was devoted to prayer^ Prayer now 

took on a new sdgnlficanoe. They no longer approached a groat tmknoi^n 
God through ©acraflee, hut raided th© voice of their supplication to 
'their belov^l Master who had Just ascended to heaven to plead their 
Cffin®0» *001 manifest in the flesh* had made prayer a oomnpilon with a 
known and beloved friend* They ehowed their faith by preparing for 
"futxfl*© work. Tlwsy filled up the number of the- apostles by the ©lection 
®'f'Matthias?

After ten days^ canto the answer to prayer In a baptism of fire? 
a" * 6The desclples Were endued with power and spake with tongues eo that 

free salvation was effectively preached to all> and 5000 were oonvert«l.
Thus beginning with only 120 desclples the church grew In numbers 

rapidly* in obedianee to the contaand of Christ the church at Jerusalem 
/ 5?— * / 3was confined to the Jews* Christians still observed the Mosaic law, 

their Organisation being a very siJkpl© society within th© Jewish church. 
They were held together by heart iritty^father than by organisation.

This unity expressed itself in comunlty of goods.
The gradual separation of this Christian society from th© Jewish 

church was th© natual effect of a very graat difference in doctrine.
Th© Jews did not accept such cardinal doctrlnos bf Chrlstlahltyr as
Christ the man
among men, and

I.
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Z7 ‘of phophecy, Christ raised from the dead, the Ho^ly Ghost 
salvation through Jesus^

u. 16^/
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The eeparatlon was hastened, by bitter persetsution* That this 
hQstlllty iras direoted against Ohrlstiah doctrine, and not against mere 
individuals, is shown by their treatment of Paui^a favorite of the jews, 

after his oonverOion, However, the perseoutions^ by scattering th© 
Ohrlstians, widened the field of their aetlvityf Hot only did this 

dispersion increase th© territory touched by the Gospel, but it also «
OarMed the Word beyond the pale of Judaiffln. Philip preached to th© 

' ySamaritans, a nlKed race, having no dealings with the Jews.
This TOs a great step toward realizing the true breadth of Ohris- 

tianlty. When the apostleb sent^Peter and John to Samaria, they tri- 
> 

tfinphed over 4©Wlsh prejudice, and launched the church on its world wide 
Missioh. After the worh at Samaria was established, Philip met the 

7 
Cuhuch, and sent th© Gospel into Egypt.

w© are alsO l!!tpressed with the itumber of churches mentioned in the I*
Acts as existing at this early date. Among these is the church at 
Damasctxsl at hydda^ at Joppa", at Phenice, In Cypres'/ and at Antlooh\"

The founding of’ the church at Antioch Is of great historical impor­
tance. It marhs th© beginning of the preaching of the Gospel to the 
Gentiles.

AntioCh was a great city, ranking next to Rom© end Alexandria in 
population and commercial importance, 
where the East and the West mingled, 
and the liberal arts flourished.

-J Lt <9 ' t
‘i. "
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It was one of the great centers
Here men of culture abounded, 

/
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Th© church at Antioch was founded hy converts from.Cypres and
I’Gyrene, who spoke to the heathen. Many were converted. Thus the first 

church outside of Judaism was founded. Th© world's gat© was open to 
Christian missions*

This first Gentile church grew with .great r^pidltyf Her© Bamahus
3and Saul spent One year Of their early ministry. It was her© that th© 

Christian church received its rtam©?^ Prom this place Paul set out on 
his missionary journeys. Thus Antioch became, in a way, tfae Jerusalem 
of th© Gentile world.

At about this time, by special revelation, Peter's ©yes were opened 
to the world mission of the opspel**’ in obedience to th© vision, Peter

7preached^ to th© Gentiles in Caesarea# ahd the Holy Ghost fell on them, 
and they were baptized.'^

The events both at Antioch and at Caesarea show the expansion of 
Christianity beyond the limits pf/Judaism.



Th© violation of th© Mosaic law Incident to this expansion became 
a subject of contention^, but was fettled in favor of th© Gentiles'^" but 

it was only step by step that th© apostles rid themsellces of Jewish 
prejudice.

Persecution was again renewed. James became th© second of a long 
list of Ohristlan martyrs. But, In spite of opposition, the church 

When th© dividing lln© between Jews and Gentiles had once been 
crossed, the growth became very rapid.

Paul was the great apostle of the Gentiles. Wherever he went, he 
left a line of churches to mark his path. The territorial extension of 
Christianity may be indicated by outlining Paul’s three missionary 
journeys*

Tirst:- Antioch.
Salamis.
Cypres.

Paphos.
Asia Minor.

Perga,
Antioch in Pisldla.
Iconiun,
Derbe.
Lystra.

Antioch.



8

Second;- Antioch.
Syria.
Oilicia.
Phrygia.

Oolosse.
Hlerapolia (Sp^iphras).
Laodicea.

Galatia.
Troas.

Eiirop©.

Heapolis.
Philipi. 
Theasalonioa. 
Berea.
Athens, 
porinth.

RphQPUs.
Oaosarea.,
J^mxsa?_epi.
Antiocha.

Thl2^:- Antioch.
Phrigia.
Galatia.
Ephesus.
Crete.
Corinth.
Ephesus.
Macedonia.
Corinth.

Troas
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Miletus*
Tyre.
Oassarea.
fTerusalm.
Oaesarea.
Gome.

miring this time th© other apostles wre not inactive in extending 
the boundaries of Ohristendoffi. W© have few details of their labors. 
Jaines, the brother of our Lord, worked at Jerusalem. The epistle of 
Jude shows that he worked In a region infected with agnosticism, probably 
Ephesus.

Andrew, Jeter's brother, is said to have worked in Sy thia, John in 
Asia, Peter in Pontus, Galatia, Bithyuia. Oappadooia, and Asia? Peter 
also worked among the ^ews in Babylon^

Matthew carried the Gospel into Arabia. At least, his Gospel was
3^ound in the language of,that country. He was followed bjr Bartholomew.

This missionary work is said to have reached as far as India.
Mathias devoted himself to Ethiopia, James, the son of Alphaeus, to 
Egypt{ Thaddeus ministered in Sdessa.’’

A mass of mixed fable and tradition joins with good historic evi­
dence in supporting the statement of Eusebius.

’ The apostles and dis?pleB of the Savior, scattered overthe/whole 
« n *7,world, preached th© Gospel everywhere.

/. Six.—>.5,.aa- I. m. I.

3. /o.
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Thus, before the death of the apostles, Ke find the church well 
established. Now let us consider its organization.

Before entering on this subject, it will be necessary for us to 
rid ourselves of the later distinction between clergy and laity. The 
difference between desoiples, deacofts, elders, bishops, and apostles 
was in office, not in hind. T2io ministry of the aijostolic church was 
not a priesthoodt This is shown by the use -of the word priest in the

INew Testament.
The unity of the church anld a variety of gifts is forcibly ex- 

pressed by Paul. The privilege of public address was open to all. 
Even the sacraments were not confined to the ministerial iands."^’

In the “Oommentarloo" attributed to Ambrose, we read that in the 
boginning all taught and all baptized at eve??y opportunity.

According to Justing the Individual members of the congregation, 

and not the acting officials, are the acting subjects In the celebration 
of the Eucharist.

Tertullian Sases th© right of every Ohrlstian to administer the 

sacraments o.n the universal priesthood of the faithful.
Alongside of this idea of universal priesthood, there developed in 

course of time another idea of directly opposite character.

r. 117



s

11 .•-*
I In Africa people first became used, in what manner is not Known, 

to designate bishops and presbytersas sacera^tOs.
As soon as a distinction between members and officers, as between.-, 

priests and laymen, had been established, the Old Testament idea* of 
priesthood began to creep in.

The ministry became mediatorial. in the time of Cyprian this 
change had been established?^ The priest, and not the congregation, had 

become the acting subject in celebrating the Eucharist.
If we have thus divested oiir minds of the dietinotion between 

clergy and laity’, and have reached a sympathetic -understanding of the 
simplicity of primitive church organization, we are prepared to consider 
its government.

The government of the apostolic church had many democratic elements, 
though it was not a pure democracy. The pre-eminence of the apostles 
gave them commanding Influence that developed into act.ual authority. 
This authority does not seem to have been exercised in an arbitrary 
manner.

By the united action of the whole company Matthias was elected 
blshopl By choice of the multitude seven men were made deaconsi^

While there is not a clear account of the organization of a govem- 
ing presbytery in each congregation, we may infer from Cyprian’s account 
of later procedure that it require the sufferage of all to constitute a 

/
presbyter.



As has been shown, the saoradotal character of ministerial offices 
was an idea that carae into the church some years after pentecost. All 
desoiples were free to God according to their gifts! Thus was
there liberty in the primitive churchy and each had a part in government.

Oligarchic and monarchial tendencies developed later, and will be 
considered in another place.

In organization, the church passed through stages of growth. In­
stitutions are not made, they grow.

The officiary of the church developed gradually. As new needs 
came, new offices were created. Just after pentecost, the college of 
apostles wwas the head of the church. When numbers had increased, the 
apostles found themselves overbufdened with duties. Deacons were 
elected and ordained to care for material interests.^

So rapid was the spread of Christianity that the apostles soon 
needed assistance in government and discipline. There were many 
heresees and eclectic systeras to be guarded against, A college of

3 in­elders, called a- presbytery, was organized to meet this need.
It is not clear that elders were always preachers or teachers.

Some things point to the contrary. The primary function of the presby­
tery was to take the lead in gdneral government. It was their duty to 
provide for the delivery of divine truth, and to watch over the spirit­
ual welfare of the church.^


