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¥hile every one must Yecoghize a supernatural factor in the rise
and growth of the christian churech, vet the church follows an historic
sequence in its development, Therefore it is open to historical study
which goes beyond thes mers é?onblogy of facts; in other words, the church
should be studied as a living institution conforming to general princi-
rles of institutional growth,

This is in Mo way irreverend, It is8 but the tracing of the method
of a.methodical Got in revealing himself to a fallen race,

In no place is the adjustment of human condition to the-plah of the
Divine more fully revesglsd than in the historie setting of the coming of
the Ohrimt, |

The fullnesa of time had oome, The world was ready for a fuller
revelation. By long centuries of discipline, the Jews had come to he
thoroughly mﬁnotqeietic. One by one the premessiani¢ prophecies had
been fulfilled, The political pride of Israel was hugbled by a foreign
yoke, Digputes as to the meaning of.the law hed become bitter, giving

‘rige to the sests of the Pharaisees, the Sadusees, and the Essenes,

?here was a heart craving that was unsatisfied by the spiritless formali-
ism that had ¢ome %o the Jewish worship. A great longing for a politi-
¢al and religious deliverer had become general, Israel was exbecting
the Hessiah, The sgcial, polifical, and religilous conditions of the
Jews were favorable to the mission of the Christ, e@spectally among the
common people, /

The condition of the pagan world was also ripe for the introduction

of Christianity.
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Centuries of Greek life had developed a languasge alike marvelous
for flexibility, delicacy of shading and exactness of thought expres-
sion. Minds had been trained to philozopiic hreadth of thought and
penetrating acutenéss,

Thesgocenturies had also proved the helplessness of man in his
struggigfaﬁzb a knowledge of G&d,

However much we may admire the moral conceeptions of Socrates or
the lofty idealism of Plato, we must admit that they fell far short of
human needs.,

The later fniistory of Greece ghows how vain were these sirivings
after better things in so far as the improvement of the moral condition
of ihe masses “wyy ooncernsd,

Rome ,had also done her part in preparing the world for the Christ.
Rome had Tiaén from the oany of a migrating tribe to be mistress of the
-world, With her 1ieguous and her laws, she had welded the world into
one .vagt unit, Govermental relations led to comercial intercourse.

' Commereisl and political expansion iesd to travel and broader mental life.

This intercourse made Greek the language of commerce and Latin the
language of the la¥, Thus were linguistic vehicles prepared for the
wide ddssemination of the gospel, .

Roman .roads, Roman wessengers, and annual feasts contrinbuted to the
same end,

Pagan rgligions wers largely national, Loss of politicé& power -
shook the faith of many in their national religion., Larger intellec-
tual 1life had led not a few to reject the superstition and mythoélogy of
their fathers.
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Nothing had come to take the place of thess failing religions,
Moral conditions as desoribed in the first ghapter of Paul's epistlfa to
the Romans led €0 the realigation of the Need of stronger moral bonds.

Thus, 'in the fullness of tine,* we £ind the Jews trained by cen-
turies of theooratic natlonal life that they might become the channel
of revelsation, the Greek langusge develored to the highest grade of ex-
calienecsd gnd widely desseminated, the Roman empire at the heaght of its
political powsr maintaining open ways of eoxmnication and ready to de-
fend 1ts citigena éven {n the remotest provinees, while the ermmbling
and deegy of 01d religious systems had led to moral conditions that
must drive men to the coldness of formalima, the hopelessness of skepti-
cism or the quickening influsnces of a new and living fatths,

Under these vonditions, Jesus Christ, the Son of God‘, the Savior
of the world, came to introduece and establish’ Christianitys However,
Christ 414 not formulate & new ehureh organization, This is shown by
the faet that he and his desoinles worshiped with the Jews and that the
two sacranentg, the enitry ways of the ehurch, were not :institutea";mti.l
near ihe 6loge of Christ's ministry,

Jesus did gather dessiples’to whom he did commit’ the founding of
the ¢mureh, To further this end, he ordained apoBtles’ and elders, and
carefully instructed his followers.
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In ovedience to the commands of Christ the desciples tarried at
Jorusalen, The time of waiting was desvoted to prayer:; ' Prayer now
took on a new gignificance, They no longer spproashed a great unknown
God through sacrafice, but raiged the voiece of thelr supplication to
‘their beloved Master who had just ascended to heaven to plesd their
cguse, ®God manifest in the flezh? had made prayer a commmion with a
known and beloved £riend, They shoted thely faith by preparing for

‘future work, They £1lled up the riumber of the epestles by the elsstion

of -Uatthins,’

After ten days cwte tio answer to prayer in a baptism of fire,

The desciples were endued’with povwer and spake with tongues‘ 80 that
free ealvationym effectively preached to all, and 5000 were converted,

Thus vegiming with only 130 deaciplés? the ehurch grew in nmunbers
rapidly,’ In obedianse to the command of Christ the church at Jerusalem
was confined to the Jews,’” Onristiams still observed the Mosaic law,’
their organization veitz a very simple sooiety within the Jewish church,
They were held together by heart unity rather than by organization,
This unity oxpressed itself in sommnity of goods,

The gradual separation of this Chtistian soeiety from the Jewish
church was the natual effect of a very great difference in dootrine,
The Jews did not accept such eardinal dootrines of Ghriatianiw, as
Christ the man of phonhecy, Christ raised from the deaﬂ, the Hofly Ghost

among men, and salvation through Jesus,
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!
The separation was hastened dy bitter persectution, That this
haostility was directed against Christian doct®irie, and not against mere

individuals, 8 shownh by their treatment of Paul’ a favorite of the Jews,

aftér his eonversioh. However, the persscutions, by scattering the

Christians, widened the field of their agt1v1tvf Not only did this
disgersion ineteass the territory tofiched by the Gosvel, but it also
¢arried the Word beyond the pale of Judéism, Philip preached to the
Samaritans, a mixed raée{ having no dealingﬁyﬁith the Jews,

This was a great step toward realizing the true breadtn of Chris-
tianity. ‘ When the apostleb sent' Peter and John to Samaria, they tri-
umphed ove? Jewish prejudice, @and launched the ehureh on its wﬁr{d wide
migsion, After the work at Ssmaria was established, Philip met the
éuruch, and sent the Gospel into Egypt?

qe aro alsd iMpPessed with the mmber of churches mentioned in the

- Acts ag existing at this early d4ate. Among these is the church at

Damascusi4at Lyddaf at Joppéﬂ at Phsnicg, in Cypres, and at Antiocﬁf
The founging of the church &t Antioch is of great historical impor-
tance. It marks th® beginning of the preaching of the Gospel to the
Gentiles, ,
Antidﬂﬁ%was a great oity, ranking next to Rome and Alexandria in
poprulation and commercial imporiance, It was one of the great cénters

where the East and the West mingled, Here men of culture abounded,

and the liperal arts flaurished?' / ‘
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The chureh at Antioeh was founded by converts from Cypres snd
Cyrene, who spoke to the heathen:' Many were c¢onverted. Thus the first
church outside of Judaism was founded. 'The world's gate was open to
Christian missionsg.

This £irst -Gentile church grew with .great rapidityf‘ Hiere Barnabus
and Ssul spent pne year of their early ministryf It was here that the
Christisf church received its rame.! Prom this place Paul set out on
his migsionary journeys, Thus Antioeh became, in a way, the Jerusalem
of the Gentile world.

AY about this»timei by special revelation, Peter's eyes were opened
td the world miasion of the Gcspe;.b In obedignce to the vision, Peter
preached, to the Gentiles 4n Gaesareaj and the Holy Ghost fell on themf
gEnd they were baptized,’

The events both af Antioch and at Caesarea show the expansion of
Christianity beyond the limits of, Judalsm,
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The violation of the Mosaic law ineident to this expansion becane

a subject of contentioni but was gettled in favor of the Gentileéf but

it was only step by step that the apostles rid themselves of Jewish

vrejudice.-

Persecution was again ranewadja James hecame the second of a long

list of Christian martyrs. But, in spite of opposition, the church

grewf ¥hen the dividing line between Jews and Gentiles had once been

crossed, the growth became very rapid.

Paul was the great apostle of the Gentiles, Wherever he went, he

left a line of churches to mark his path. The territorial extension of

Christianity may be indicated by outlining Paul's three missionary

journeys.
Firgt:~ Antioch,
S8alamis,
Cypres.
Payhos,

Asia Minor,

Perga.

Antioech in Pisidia,

Iconiunm,

Derbe,

Lystra,

Antioch.
(
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gSecond;:;~ Antioch,

Syria.

Gilicla,

Phrygia,
Golosse.,
Hierspolia ( Bpaphras),
Laddicea,

Galatia,
TZ’OBB.

Burone,
Beapolis,
Philipi,
Thessalonica,
Beres,
Athens,
gorinth,

Ephesgus.

Jaesares,.

Jel"usa :'..em .

Antioch.

Third:.~ Antioch,
Pharigia.
Galatisa.
Ephesus,
drete.
Corinth.
Ephesus,
Macedonisa.

gorinth.

Troas.
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Milietus,
Tyre,
Cassarea,
Jerusalen,
Caesarea.,
Rome,

During this time the other apostles were not inactive in extending
the boundaries of Christendomt. We have few details of their labors,
James, the brother of our Lord, worked at Jerusalem, The éplstle of
Jude shows that he worked in 8 region infected with agnosticism, probably
Ephesus., .

Andrewr, Peter's brother, is said to have worked in Sythia, Jomn in
Asia, Peter in rontus, Galatia, Bithyuia, Cappadocia, and Asiaf' Peter
also worked among the Jews in Babylonf-

Matthew sarried the Gosvel into Arania, At least, his Gospel was
found in the language of .that country? He was followed by Bartholomew,
This missionary work is said to have reached as far as Indls,
Mathias devoted himself to Etﬁiopiaf James, the son ofgﬁlphaeua, to

Egyptf/ Thaddeus ministered in Edessa.

A mass of mixed fable and tradition joins with good historic evi-

dence in supporting the étatenent of Busebilus,

* The apostles and dis%ples of the Savior, scattered overthe,whole

- » 1,
world, preached the Gospel everywhere,
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Thus, before the death of the apostles, we find the church well
established. Now let us consider its organization,

Before entering on this subject, it will be necessary for us to
rid ourselves of the later distinction between clergy and laity. The
difference between desciples, deacols, elders, bishops, and epostles
was in office, not in kind, The ministry of the apostolic church was
not a priesthood, This is ghown by the use of the word priest in the
New Testamsnt:

The unity of the church amid a variety of gifts is forcibly ex—
pressed by Paulf' The privilege of public addresss was open to all?

, Even the sacraménts were not confined to the ministerial hands.”
| In the *Commentarico® attribhuted to Ambrose, we read that in the
beginning all taught and all baptized at every opvortunity,
According to Justinf'the individual membhers of the congrégation,
and not the acting officials, are the acting subjects in the celebration
of the Eucharist, )
Tertulliantbaeés the right of every‘christian to administer the
gaeraments on the universal priesthonod of the faithful. )
Alongside of this idea of universal priesthood, there developed in
courgse of time another Jddea of directiy opposite character,
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In Africa peonle first became used, in what manner is not known:
to designate bishops and presbytersas sacergétes. N

As soon as a distinetion between members and officers, as between:
priests end laymen, haed been established, the 014 Testament idea: of

priesthood began to '‘ereeyp in,

The ministry became mediatorial, 1In the time of Oyprian this
’ change had been ebtablished:’ the priest, and not the congregation, had
' besome the acting subjeot in celebrating the Eucharist,

If we have thus divested our minds of the distinction bet{ween
clergy and laity, and have reached & sympathetic understanding of the
simplicity of primitive church organization, we are prepared to consider
its governnent.

The government of the apostollc chureh had many democratic elements,
though it was not a pure democracey. The pre-eminence of the apostles
gave them commanding influence that @eveloped into actual authority.
This authority does not seem to have been exercised in an arbvitrary
manner,

By the united action of the whole company Matthias was elected

. bishopf By choice of the multitude seven men were made deacpnsf%

Whilé there is not a clear aeccount of the organization of a govern-

ing presbytery in each congregation, we may infer from Cyprian’'s accoun€ﬂ‘
of later protedure that it réquire the sufferage of all to constitute a

{
presbyter, '

I P ooy 6‘“’“‘“ Qe &;vh)AuAudL.g% 1~a_ahAﬁ.L~—wu~Q4ﬁx_.
Ltjﬁv~éxu—~ Coge BV, 8 LVEL3; LY,

3. etz 110

y o~ K

. 37, -{;_W_L_a_,{n——z—‘vr CnXe Woaernn. FoARlcinmns, oY, b 370-371.



2.

| As has been shown, the sacradotal character of ministerial offices
was an idea that 'came into the churcﬁ gone years after pentecost., All
desciples were free to ‘"gerver God according toAtheir gifta: Thus was
there liberty in the primitive church, and each had & part in government.

Oligarchic and monarchial itendencies developed later, and will he
. considered in another place.

In organization, the church passed through stages of growth. in-

' stitutions are not made, they grow,

The officiary of tlhe church developed gradually. As new needs
came, new offices were created. Just after pentecost, the college of
apostles wwas the head of the church. Wheri nunbers had increased, the
apostles found themselves overbufdened with duties. Deacons were
elected and ordained to care for material interests.”

So rapid was the spread of Christianity that the apostles soon
needed assistance in government and discipline. There were many
heresees and eclectic eysfems to be guarded against, A college of
elders, called a»presbyteryf was organiged to meet this need:*

It is not clear that elders were alwavs preachers or teachers,

Some things point to the contrary. The primary function of the presby-
tery was to take the lead in géneral govermment. It was their duty to

; provide for the delivery of divine truth, and to watch over the spirit-
ual welfare of the church.bﬁ
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