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Tn mental- endowments and literary attainments Isatah was the mostf

.princely of men lﬁving_in.his times,and in spiritual insight his
writings show that he was the greatest among the prcphetis of all

times.If we may draw a comparison,there is such a contrast ‘between
Lrwws

Bim and the prophetl‘ﬁﬁos.ﬁaé a typical backwoodsman or mountaineer
of his times;unpolished and unswepving., Isaiah was polished, courtly
and cﬁasté. Thése c%aracteristic differences were due largely to
théir respeciive ‘vocation and surfoundings. Amos was a herdsman of
Tekoa;Isaiah was a royal' officer having his home in Jerusalem. The

scepes of Isaiah’s labors appears to have been in Jerusalem where hel

evidently was related prominently in the affairs of state during thel

relgns of Ahaz and Hezekiah(B.C,735_686). i

Isaiah’s intimate relation with the politégal affairs of his countr;

furnished him with an opportuniiy to penedrate the surface of the

{ economic state of the Kinddom ofIsrael,and to debhive a’knowlkedge as?

!
i
|

| Having become acquainted with Israel’s moral condition he had ‘reasons]

to the real wital depth afid ‘Babure of its pokitical and religious

condition.fnd by a diagnosis of the characteristic conditions of the|

affeirs of the body politic of his times,knowing the family record,
he was enabled,as a skilled physician, to prognosiicate the:patholog—=
ical prodress and result in the moral condision of the body politic

of the Jewish nation,and as a great and skillful spiritual ph#sicianiz

not only a palliative but also a cure for the moral disease of the |

nation, !
1

to ‘be apprehensive of thé nation’s future.For even in spite of the ap}



<

2 |

! .
iipearance icf health he saw that the germs of dis¢ase had been sown,and]
I .
| seom,unless -counteracted, spirk¥tual and political death would ensue. <

(3

ziJnst as a physician is filled with aniieiy and solicitude for a pa—~ |
Egtient tbat is related to.him 'by the tie ;< ‘blood or by the bond of 1
!iafiection,so was Isaiab -concermed irespecting the moral health .of the!
;nation Isreal, His acquaintance with the secret life 6f the nationr
reveaed to him that the career of the first years icf of the h;storn
Lof theés peovle had been spent in dissipation,and that now as a resul]
fhe present state was that of covert siu:, The laws of nationdl healt-J

| had ‘been wantonly violated,and,in conseguence thereof, the ‘body .of the]

| nation was in the clutches of diseéas}dovened with political .corrup-
I tion,and dying with moral,atrophy. Heroic treatment was necessary 0'{

death would soon come.,

Daring Jétham?sﬁneign;§4au755,B.C., ‘there was the outward appearanq{
‘ of success and strength. Bis father Uzzizh(790_740) bad ‘been very suc]
{cessﬁul in SLb}ugatxg;/hls enemies, and fortlfylné his own sironghold ’
!ln Jerusalen and odher cities, In times of peace he had been éé//éual

‘lv as diligent in developing the internal resources of the countty,so}
L

that prosperity follewed the wake of his aggressiveness., Naw Jotham, I

moreover,lnherlted this particular policy of his father,and .contin-

i

jued in }ike-manner to increase the wealth and luxury of the nption.

1t was here where the nation erred. Prosperity brought luxury,and lu ﬂ
‘ury superinduced sensuality,and the moral dedeneration produced na- ”
| |
tional enervation., These estranged them more and more .from their God |

and vlunged them inio the depih of sin,and made them defenseless agaihst

ainst their enenies,




|
i
By
H

| they scon ‘became demonstrétive}y1actfveﬂbThe Yack of loving obediencd

i N . , :
] Israeh’§fs1ns&¢ first were .of a passrve'orgnegaﬁxve character, byt 4h

‘# to their Lord debovah changed to kinmetic disobédience ‘exhibited in

| ‘

|

[\

i

« ® .

i their .self-assertion,open rebeltion and, revolt from 2%l mordl re- ﬂ
{

. . LS . L
siraint., The rich defrauded the poor,andthe shtong spoiled the wea |

. . e . ’
-and the executives dealt unlawigkly withihe fatherkgss and oppressedl

the widow,Thier princes wére -uwprincipléd,and only the neaitﬁy coﬁldh

>
Ci
1

The social céndition Tikewise was as corrupt as the politacal con-

i
|
| |
i prevail in the Gourts pf Justice. { !
, i

)

ditéon., The women were haughty’ and unsubstdnfial;given to ddncing, ang

‘|

frivolity,soulless music apg capriciougnésé; they were exiravagart iﬁ;
apparek,coguetish and wantone The' wen ueqpiﬂevellqra,debauched by

% strong drink;-the hatp 'and the lute, the abret and the pipe,and wine{
; }
| embellished their feasts. Thé rich luxuriated in houses of stone }

‘built from the gold unlawfully wrested from the. defenseless poor. !
e i
Necesséfily,from political and soeial condition so morally corrupi |

the spirit of thier -rekigious institytion 'sickened and .died.But,like

|

'

an Egyptian mummy, it was embalmed, and beside it was placed 2 wooden i
|

I

’

i arimated with the spirit from Qod.; The heart«worship of Jehovah -had |

%
| image—a vague -representatioir of the religious body which.was once

| been superceded by elaborate temple ceremonies. And even wQrse than‘i

thig,idolatries of all sorts bad been intrcduced. Hagic,wid¥hcraft H

and necromancy had been resoriedydo by the :coriams and spectlative, q

the ignorent and the superstitious. Thier consciences were stupifiedf

with delusions,and,in their morally toxic siaté ,they were possessed|

'
|

with the hallucination that withyyhfgg plutocratic power and mariial




i strength they .had no ..need"‘gff,‘ theocratic ”,pr;pt‘e_ction which had shizld+
I;,éd their Fathers in the ages past.

; It .was while pondering o%er the ieth;l”sﬁate‘of this people 'that
;,Isaiah sav the urgent”neéd f6rca messeénger from God,whod with a .Di-

§i ‘vine communication,would areuse the .ngtied and warn them of the‘very}
t'great‘. danger which.was.wiihéut abiding .its tine $o deshroy them. Eti;

4 |
was while musing in the Temple, the plade whene Jehovah was“pukieved |

. g
te meet in spirifual communion a2l} the devout ‘ones of .Esréa] who

tarried there to worship.him,and cohtras'ting the sinfulness of the |

R

‘nation with the .holiness of Jehovah,and the .eartbly temple with its |

empty worship with the true spiritual éQode,of the.HQiy One of Is— #

rael that Isaiah received a vivid manifestdtion of the hatlowed preﬁ

ence of Jehovah, While thus meditatively occupied,in ‘his 'reverige ghé

.earthly temple grew dim and more dim and finally.faded away as a

sense~image passing into space,ana now in thé .place of the temple

which had wanished was a ;sanctuaky .of mysterious abstraétion,and .Is+

aizh .himsel? was wes within this fancied stbucture. It .was a grander|

and nobler temple than the last,an ideal coneeptionof’ a sﬁ?rigual
and heavenly counterpart to ihe .earthly temple, .In this temple i1

stead of the ark which was the symbol of Jehovah’s presence,lsgiah

behekd,exalied in the midst of this temple the throne of Jehovah ‘it~

iself. And on this tbBronejclothed in a royal robéjthe train of,whiéh
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i

of Divine grace which was ever present to purge away sins from the

H

attributes of Jehovah appear in symbolism that Isaiah saw only the

|
]
skirts of the nobp.of,ﬁi£ bha} sa§ on‘ the throne. Bvén the attendin%-
seraphim .each with one of it; thneeﬁﬁliféd wings veiled its .face |
from the ghory of the .Divine Majesty. Instead of the .chanbtings of'
the .priests and Levites Isaiahyhegfd 1hé voices .of the seraphim as -%
as tléy kept calling one to the-other in nenpebualthmn”prgcla;minéfv
Hotw,holy,hoky is the .Jehowah of .Hosts;
A¥1 the .earth is .fikled with his glory!
And as ofﬁen»éé,one seraph cried to the other the whole foundation
of the glorious temple was Shaken,and the femple was .fikled .with |
.smoke, smoke ,not caused by the seraphim.nor from thé altar,but by ihe
glopy: of Jehevdﬁ‘s?pﬁeééncg.glsaiah;selﬁﬁponsgﬁohs,issnow;filled
with conviction of His dwn sinﬁulnessahd,uneléénnéss;and of his per-
sonal unworthiness 6 he the bearer of a holy message %o His sii-

stricken people., He confesse$s his solidery with the sinfvl nation:

v“Hoe is me! I am-undone,hecause I am a man of ﬁncleéﬁ'lips,ahd I s
dwell in, the midst of a people -of .unclean Yips:for my eyes have
seen the King,Jehovah of Bosts”. Because of his unclean lips apd.thﬁi
unclean }ips of the"peop%F among ‘whom he dwelt,he trembléd in the
presence >f Jehovah, - Iﬁ'was not the presence bf Jehovaﬁ%ut it wasif
the sin-accused consciehce while in the presence. of .Jehovah that
made him tremble with fears: Ubon,acknbwiégging his unwprbhiéess,ls—
aiahFeceimed salvation from his sins. Yét it was not through the al-
1%:3 4 sacrrficewof the temple,nor through faith in amticipated media—v

toriat and ‘vicarious sacrifice,but is was through the cleansing fire



.«responéindhearts and unreceptive ears, the people ‘will not ‘respond !

; is stern,and will carry with it condemnatipn*to all who refuse to

! .would ripen into spiritual Life would be the visitation of Jehovah”

. assembled courts of .heaven cakkingd“Who will go for us?”? And being

that was convinced,convicted and self-acknawledged and repenf

ant of its sinfulness., He himself havirg :eeceived personal salvatibn] .

on sanctifying terms of loving obedience,through Jehovah’s help was | .

ready now to receive instructions and to go op his prophetic mission

He heard the 'voice of the Lord sayirng:“fhon shakl I sen®8® and the

!
1
I
[
i
i
I

now 'ready to 'respond to the call for a messenger,having a new and a

true attiduvde,Isaiah promptly respondsc¢“Hare am ¥;send me”: Qhenyat:
this junciure,Isaiab received his commission to preach to the people
In this commission was a stern sentende of condemnation that was in
tended %o convict the perverse‘and unrepented:and unrepenfﬁgg/;:eoﬁlf

The message, however,which was given to the.propheﬁmust'fali on un-

nor .even heed the messege of the praophet, The proclamation,therefore

hear,and fipally will brizdg judgé;;ntgupon the people.dccording to h

the economy of God’s grace,the message would work life unto life or i
death unto death:unto them that ﬁad:ﬁithfin them unvitiated the seed
of spiritual Yife,this woald germinate and increase abundantly:but o

upon them who nurtured not this germ 6f ébediénce which shoyld and

displeasure. Noiwithstanding,lowever,the nation Israel was deadenéd4

spiritvally,and as a natural sequence tle messagewhich wauld be de— }
p

livered to the prophet would fdaké more obdprate the al'ready obdurate

heart.Nevertheless,according to the commission delivered to the pro f

phet, the preaching should endure until only one ost of .every ten

1

|
|
|
|

|

O,
L,
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ensueing ﬁudgé%ent until the defiant nation is consumed by phese jud
‘ -

e

geméggs of God. Judgégent upon ﬂudgéﬁént is t6 follow until the cor—

ruption 'is purged,eyen though the nation -be annihitatid.But Esaiah i
1

assured thai a®holy sprout” is to be lef},and that this sprout,be~ ]
3 . |
-canse of its holy nature,is to live and %o grow. She figure -thai the§

prophét has in mind here is that of a tree whi¢ch has had its bran@hei
Lopped off,and then the limbs,ard finiliy it is felled to the gronrd]

having nothing'but its dead trurk, and leavinging g gnarled and

I3

7

i ";

+here springs up a sprout. mhzcé”EZE cdgtxnues until it ireaches the
praporiiens of thertree wgichhhag bear aéébrbyéﬁéﬁikéwiée“itirsxtarb;
A . :

with the nation'to;whoﬁﬁﬁheqprb@%et proclaims the message from God.
He is %o preach and burl ﬁudééﬁeﬁt aﬁﬁeyﬂjud&é&ent againsi ‘the’ natio
until dike the tree onlv the gnarléd“an&iapparéntlv dead stump Eemai
and .from this stump, in compliance to ﬁhe te;m; of salvation a germ
for sprout is ‘to spting up and hecone an Israél:reﬁewede

Hith bis strong nature thoroughly ¥mbued .with his :realization .of
personal salvation experiencéd duringihis;pommuniopiﬁith the Holy One
of Israel,Isaial is saturdted with the 'beiief that it is.bis duty tof
offer the terms .of saIﬁathﬁ to fsrégivmcc%rding td the-.commission
recelved from Jehovah and Hls osts of atiendants,even thoué% his
preaching will tend only the more to éstranée the permerse It is the

burden of his .soul to warn and to persuade. Bis soul broods with min

gled anxiety and despair over the‘con&iﬁion’of»TSraeEfand then com—~

—




' ‘ )

L - : e

i nant may take warning and he saved, w2 .i. ¥ g ue v oo D

| Now in kis preaching or prophesying to the people,in the first e- [

hi . ¢ i
Lf ! 9

leven chapters of the book .ef Isaiah,we have the theolegdy .of the pré

1? phet Isaiah, Be has a keen conviction of the infinite majesty and i
n '

E;xholiness of Jehowah who, he charat~terizes as the .Holy One of Israel
i ]
Eh In the description given in his 'viston,he porbrajs Jebhovah as pos--

|
i

| * i

! sing these attributes lnétfably and unapp:pachablv These conv1ct10i

ive concephions” in his preaching of Jehovah”’s sakvation iendered tog

i of the. prophet become more.and more- ;ntense ibroughout the preﬁress

Isreels .On the .other :hand. he sees  ihe antithetic wickedness ,of .Is i

rael .which has produced dlscord and .caised .esirangement fnom Jehe—- -
2o
vah,has not ‘forsakén Isreél,but that they thehgelves desplsed the

w
§

word., Jehovah®s gdodness and mercy is dutraged,and so )is character
5 n

|

%Holy Qne .of Israeﬁ;havinﬁﬁ;ejebted his teachings and despised his
! must be ‘vindicated by visitation ofarigh%é%us judgéﬁeht(upbn the I
people,and .harmony betweeﬁihimseﬁ% and his “people reestabkished. hc ?
| cording to“his.prophetic commission,Isaial apraigns the peopke for

ji their stupid perversi%y;be;ails their ingratitude to the;p=ﬁaﬁgr;ﬁic§%
'1 shows the baseness and folly of such perversitys¢ In these arraign— |
i Fents and denunciatéous'agé;nst the wickedness of the natioh,we get

many‘glfﬁpses of Isaiah’s emo;ionél and.sympathetic nature, When prot

| phesying the purpose of JehoVah to purify the nation by punf%ﬁmepts

i » 2 %, 2 3 - - -
t itent ones redeemed. Isaiah,with emotibéns of surprise and grief,ex—

!

I

f

| | -
L and judgéﬁénts intil all thgtdnoss,should‘ﬁe smelted out and the pent
! |

! claims: “O,how the faithful city become'an .harlot!” Yet the pity does?
j
not deter khim in performing his stern duiv. With bitter sarcasm be |

i
e T S e e e e T v e
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i

i
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characterizes the worship of the heathén’s gods as the worship of
“pothings”and “idols”;claims that these idols of the heathen nationé
and their own horses and charioits will avail them nothing,but will |
be a hindrance to them in the Bay ofJ%bovéh;;hat,bhe peoplé in vain

- &

l

will hie themsé¢lves to the clefts in ;he Tocks and the'bavgrﬂ{of'thé]
N - § . i

|

). earth from fear of the presence of Jehovahe

Arrzignment afier arraignment of 3udgh and Isrzel follow consecu~

tively throughout the eleven chapters  of the 'book,as does also thev}
corresponding visitation of the judgementis of Jehovah as a natural
and deserved consequence ‘of ‘their evil- doing. A}l their acté react. j

as invariable and inviolable as the law of motion. In 2/5_11 it is

shown where they had abandoned Jehovah foér idols,and had put their

trust in their wealth and an their military sirenghh;consequently ?

=

Jehovah abandons them, Then, it is that their idols prove themselves

e —
L ]

to be indefensible,and th?ir‘strong towers prove themselves as naugh

Judgement of war was propouncéd upon the:nation,vhich should contin—

ue until every support of QUdahJand of Jerusalém,and the hero and tb£
. ;

warrior, judge and prophet,soothsayer and elder would be remowed:and

a person of childish judgement would ;ule over them. This is to be 1

|
because the leaders were oppressive and pessons of influence demor- 1
alized the people. In Ch,%s,the parable of the unprofitable servant l |
is an alledory where ii &s shown that instead of “order”which wag re—|
quired from the houses of Israel asd Judah there was“fiurder”,and in
the place of%restraint”there was “complaint”, Woe afier woe was pro-l
nouncéd against evil doers,and an awful judfement of God is predict-]

ed. Orelli,speaking of this fifth chapter of Isaiah,says:“The song




! % 10 ‘: : | !

1
_;__ U —
!

struck up at first hes paSSed intd a sevenfold woe,and the woe into
| 2 thunderstorn of doomwhic¢h dies away into unrelieved horror”,.
Isaiah does not confine }iis denunciations to the common and ignor- ||
|and class,even though they- are in depth of deéragatlon and sin,-he ha.
! much pity for them in their helpless conﬁﬁtlon,but he severeky rebuk;s
i ‘those occupying high places in,?oliticih'and social rea}ms.fﬂﬁef Ahaj
had succeeded in securing the aliﬁanée~0} the powerful king ?igiath*}
;
faith in God,and denowxced him for his cunging devisings, ind for his}

simulations:,;he shows' to him fhat hisAsafety or personal political

%

l Bileser against Rezin and ‘Pekah,Isaiah upbraided him for his lack ofj
E
i

. J
salvation lay in fadth in and obédiénqe tv,God¥Ef ye do not believe,

‘ : /
sucelp ye shall not be estab}ished”. Judfement soon would be expect-
2‘ ‘ 4

e@égainst temporal prosperity.Soon,bechuss of théir #rusk in human y
aid alone, Assyria shall destroy Damgs&us and spoil Namariayand the ]
|
[l

i

!

l

i ‘4 L3 -

F House of Judah will fall.Now,2lthough Isaiah has arraigned them in
l

.explains how salvation may be obtained,and how the impending doom
may be averted,or,at keast;how the judgéments may be transmuted to

5'ble381ngs,and thus make harmony between the people and themr God.His|




|
g
11 t
§ indignation againsi these oﬁﬂenders of ;the Divine Ma]estv‘déhothh 4

]

# .,alter his passionate outburst oﬂhrath agalpst their wickedress,melt

into pity.In terms of persuasion he ofﬁers”to thenm terms of salvatlou

|

for he sees that they in' their spiritual and poliiical blindness do w

not consider, and do not know what they are- doing, ' J
3

i
With Isaiah,salvation according to the reqPié}ments ot slehogah, '

- could not be obtained the muldiptying of sacrifices »Or ‘by paying 're~

!

|

: t

} gard to the sacred feasts; thenr “New Maons?” and sacrifices were an .a- }

‘ bomihation in the sight of Jehovah.He repqted them ‘because they were?

clothed in formalism and covered with hyﬁocriéy.God required .of the:f
to .put away their sins and to cleanse themselves.Bvery evil must be

| 'replrcxd by a corresponding ‘virtue;they mus$t learn to do nell, to seek

"vintuq,enforce Justice and show mercy, The people were invited,or,

i
.we might say,challenged to meet Jehovah at the Bar of Jushiceﬁn or- §

¢

der that the one might apfear against the other so as to implead
thelr respective causes. The jmplication is that the crimes againsi
theikr God are very great,and thai juddement is overhanging égainst
them,and that a trial- would .prove this.Yet notwithstanding tha% thes
sins are of the deepest hue,upon the turning away.fram them and ‘be-
fcoming submissive to the dimine mill their sins will be caocelied,and;
a generel amnesiy declared,And,moreover,as a resuld,should they re— ‘
f pent and'hecome.obedienthhere vas promised to them for ihei{ dispos—f
: al the good of the land.~“Say to the rightequs it shalld be well withy

him,for they shall .eat of the fruit of the land? (“Ff ye ‘e obedient:

ye shall eat bvBe:igood of the land”. But should they refuse and spurn‘

! these ﬂraCLOus overdures, then the pendiné ]udﬂements of God’s wiath




. .

faV)

and *indignaticn would fall upon then.

4
X

Now in summary of the foregeing: Isaiak’s conversion, accordlnﬁ to

&

his experience described ‘hy 'the ‘vision,botlf bviconcmpt and act, 111ﬂs~

A

tfates ‘very clearly the prophet*s Idea of personal salvation. But

N & [ . . L. . »
this,however,according to the theologdy derwved from his.writingds' in f

the first eleven chapter of %he ‘baok of .Isaiah,is ‘but one phase .of
salyation. The other phase is showd #n.kis interviem.with Ahaz,ﬂﬁo-f1

¥itkcal salvation. Now these iwo phases of .personal salvation,sal~-

{

vation from sin and salvasion from enemies;one the icomphement to thel
other,and both dependent upon the attitude of faith in;and obédiencei
toward Jehoval is applied to the nation. Through obedience toward

and faith in,Jehovah,according tq.lsaiah,a theocratic gdvwermment wbﬂli
qwould ‘be established in which God .would be the ruling and .protecting]

sovereign. ' 1

Isaiah’s conception.of salvation,we see,was not as the .elaborately

.and ;ckosely defined dogmatical Salutis Ordo of the present history .

e

of uhrlstlan ‘betief where the:order of Grace is divided and: subdlv1d

.ed until the liné :of demarcation is finaly dnd tBinely drawn‘neﬁween
* 5

Bnlkighthent, Awakeniyg,6onviction and .Invitation .of therpreparatory

]

stages,and in "Conversion *which foilows 1n .order,which 1mp;es Repent-i

ence,Faith, Justification, Regeneration apd Adoptipn;besides these the}e

are the .further stages of Sdncilfication or holiness. These are 4l 1
. : |

the- outgrowth of later revelabdions and developement and amplificatioh
of Christian experiences.Wé are the heirs of the prophets and apostlgs,

and in the later and fuldef réevelations through Jesus Christ we have]

o s .
1R4TavItaR S 210 -GN 1 CARCEeRLEIRGN.S. 0] Ly e Y A R TN e,
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i
i -The scheme of salvation acqordlnﬁ ‘4o th% Ehﬁoloﬁv .of Isalah was much

mqn531mp}e, We dare not read into it.cur .présent ideas of ,heaven and f

B et cone i _a.r..‘__..__

. held,for Isaiah dealt only with temporal salvaiion,neither do we ﬁin
anything irespecting Original Sin and the schene .of mediatorial re-
demptton, But then the germ .of the gdreat scheme of salvatiom is 6
‘be .found in his teachings..Inhis vision we have his theology in .em-
bny. Here he had -a ‘revelation of the majesty and holinéss of deho-,,

vah exhibited by his glory which filled the temple. Isaiah,because }

among .whon he’dwertffbund himsekf out of all .harmony with Jehovah,

Bui when je acknowledged his skns and repented of them, through the

forgfvenesé of divine drace, harmony between the praphet and his God }

was wreestgblished,and he became obedient to the will of the Holy Onel
of Israel who had exhibited to him His majesty and .holipess. This |

expresses Isaiah’s thoyght as to ithe relation: between God and the n |
L

¥
nation,Sakvation was unto ‘the Jews,and ohly runto this nation by 2

*

5

l

|

|

|

i

i

i - - - " - -

| of the sinfulness of .charagier and his solidarity with the-,people
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