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A group of businessmen, scholars, religious leaders, and research 

men, after discussing in a conference, felt that in order to achieve a 

cooperative order, the worth of each individual must be realized with each 

having the 

opportunity of the fullest self-expression of which he is capable; 
••• each giving himself for socially valuable ends, while ••• all 
work would be seen in terms of its spiritual significance, thus 
making possible fullness of life for all men; ••• in which there 
hovered overall a sense of the reality of ••• God, so thatworship 
inspired service, and service expressed brotherhood.) 

Many group work agencies were developed as a direct elpression of 

this sense of the reality of God and a -true wish for the brotherhood of 

man. Although unavoidable differences of interpretations were found and 

recognized, these group work agencies have provided a democratic meeting 

place for those of all faiths to work toward the common goals of per-

sonality and group development. 

This opportunity, in accordance with the needs and capacities for 

personality and group growth, change, and development, is provided for 

through many experiences and media. Developing a sense of the reality 

of God and the meaning He can have in life may be one of the many ways, 

along with others, of achieving an integrated personality and group. 

Pl.lrpose: 

In this study an attempt will be made to determine the extent to 

which directors, leaders, and constituents in a few group work agencies, 

most of which serve people of all faiths, in Boston, recognize the part 

3 G. Bromley Oxnam, "Goals for Social Work in a Contemporary So­
ciety, "National Proceedings of the National Conference of Social Work, 
1948, PP• 89, 90. 
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everyday observations concerning the part religion plays in the programs 

of group work agencies. One should observe the processes by which atti­

tudes are built up or torn down as a matter of social control. From this 

can be seen what needs and capacities are being fulfilled and developed 

or left isolated. Is there a fostering of religious development in group 

work agencies as there is a fostering of art or music? Thus, a study of 

attitudes and actions concerning this may be important to the present anq 

future meaning and enrichment of the lives of agency members. 

6. 



CHAPTER II 

HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF AGENCIES 

Settlement History 

After the establishment of the London's Working Men($ College in 

1854, a Cambridge group under the leadership of Frederick Denison Maurice 

began the settlement movement. Charles Kingsley brought churchmen, col-

legians, and workingmen into a united effort for the betterment of social 

conditions. Thus it was that the University extension was formed in 1867, 

closely followed in 1884 by the establishment of Toynbee Hall, the first 

Settlement in London.1 

A direct outgrowth of the English Movement began in America with 

the establishment of University Settlement in New York City in 1887 by Dr . 

Coit on the lower East Side. Hull House was founded in Chicago by Jane 

Addams and in 1891 Robert A. Woods began his work at South End House in 

Boston. Other houses were founded, joining together in 1911 into the Nation 

al Federation of Settlements. 

Both in England and America the movement began with a first-hand 

resident study of neighborhood conditions and a general dissemination of 

the findings. 2 The association of laborers and students began to lead to 

the closing of sweat shops and the opening of ways to achieve higher stan-

dards of living and civic life. 

1 Major Lionel R. Ellis, Toynbee Hall and the University Settle-
ments. 

2 United Settlements of Greater Boston, Sixty Years Settlements, 
1887-1947. 
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movement has groivn worldwide with sea, air, and exploring divisions for the 

older boys, plus service patrols to aid the communities during and after t he 

war.B 

Philosophy of the Boy Scouts 

The scout in his promise to do his best for his God and Country 

becomes acquainted with the best in many phases of life about him and uses 

his capabilities and skills to serve others and his community in concrete 

situations.9 

Girl Scouts 

Girls, seeing their brothers scouting, clamored for a club of t heir 

own and actually joi ned the ranks in a rally before the Girl Guide movement 

was begun in 1909 by Sir Robert's sister, Miss Agnes Baden-Powell. Their 

friend, Juliette Gordon Low, became interested in the movement and with 

tireless energy spread it to her homeland, America, in 1912. Here, it grew 

from a wartime to a peacetime organization with its members in twent,y-nine 

nations.lO 

Philosophy of the Girl Scouts 

The recognition of God and one's r esponsibilit.Y to Him as expressed 

in the scout promise is basic to the development of good character and 

sound citizenship which scouts prepare themselves for in serving their 

neighbors and community. 

Camp Fire Girls 

The Camp Fire movement arose when a demand was given constructive 

$ Boy Scouts of America, Handbook for Boys, pp. 6-9, 446-668. 

9 Pendry and Hartshorne, op. cit., p. 20. 

10 Girl Scout Handbook, pp. 13-16 

11. 









' 

I 

,-- J 15. 

==c=-=- =-- ----· 

members than Protestant ones and a fair number of Jewish boys. 

The Girl Scouts of America, 661 Boylston Street, conducts many 

leadership and workshop courses to better prepare their leaders to de-

velop leadership among the girls. The major religious faith present in 

Boston is major here, that is, Catholic, with Protestant and Jewish follow-

ing. 

The Camp Fire girls, 14 Somerset on the 8th floor of the United 

·Community Services 1 Building, has a girl-centered creative program. As 

in the Girl Scouts, the Camp Fire Girls are mostly Catholic with the Pro-

testant and Jewish faiths following. closely. 
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MAP SHOWING LOCATION OF TEN AGENCIES 

IN GREATER BOSTON 























Interfaith Understanding 

Four agencies, the Scouts and two settlements, Dorchester and 

Robert Gould Shaw Houses, stated that they did not use planned techniques 

to guide understanding among those of different religions. This may have 

been due to a lack of awareness and/or the fear of sectarian and emotional 

factors that would arise in free discussions. QualifYing statements re­

vealed that the Scouts have national and local committees of representatives 

of the three major faiths which aid the organizations in written and verbal 

sectarian interpretations. Through their efforts consideration is given 

to menus, arrangements for religious services at camp, holiday ceremonies 

or free days, dedication services for church-sponsored groups, and yearly 

programs of Scout Sunday when members attend church in their uniforms. In 

addition, an interpreation of the Oath and Laws helps youth to see and un­

derst.and the universal nature of the various viewpoints. The two settle­

ments on a much more informal basis discuss re]gious relationships, especi­

ally during Brotherhood Week and special religious holidays. Only slight 

efforts were made in these four agencies to extend interfaith understanding 

into the community, although Robert Gould Shaw House occasionallyworks 

closely with the neighborhood Interdenominational Alliance. Most efforts 

are those of mediating tensions between those of different faiths. An 

example o:f this known to the writer was that at one time the Girl. Scouts 

could have obtained free s.ymphony tickets on Saturday. Consideration for 

the Jewish group caused them to pay $300 for Sunday tickets. Thus, though 

stating no use of planned techniques in interfaith understanding, some in­

formal attempts were made by these two settlements and more organized at-

26. 




































