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PREFACE.

THESE lectures were delivered in the spring
of 1893, before the faculty and students of Prince-
ton Theological Seminary, on the basis of the
newly established Students’ Lectureship on Mis-
sions, being the first course delivered on that
foundation. The second lecture has been ex-
tended to double its original length, in order to
give a fuller survey of the world’s Macedonian
appeal than was possible within the usual limits
of a single lecture. Otherwise the course is
printed substantially as prepared for delivery,
cxcept that some passages here and there which
were omitted for the sake of brevity have been
rctained, and some later facts of interest have
been inserted.

The establishment of lectureships on missions
in our prominent theological seminaries is timely
and in touch with the leadings of the Spirit of
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4 PREFACE.

God in our day. They serve a useful purpose in
imparting fresh information and quickening an
intelligent interest in a subject which stands easily
at the present hour in the front rank of hopeful
Christian effort. No student of the kingdom,
no servant of Christ and His Church should fail
to give serious and sympathetic attention to the
marvelous developmént of missions as manifestly
one of the foremost movements of Providence in

the religious history of our century.
J. 5. D.

NorrovLx, CONN., August, 1893.
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“No Church can live on ifs pasty it must lve by jaith and
duty in the present; no Chureh has any claim to be whose only
right is hastorical.  The only claim. is present truth and life, love
and service, making the Church a temple of the lving God, a body
Jor the living Spirit of Chwnist.  Churches, then, everywhere live
under the judicinl and by the evangelial low. Tlus makes it
necessary that wo Church or body of Churches lose for one moment
their evangelical zeal. The Churches are bound to be velucles of
the grace of God, living centers of evangelical energy and force,
changing ever the secret life that is in them into the lives that are
lo be, penetrating the present, preparing the future, bting in all
theiy parts as bodies of the Fving God.”—DR, A. M. FAIRBAIRN.

The signs of the times, the lessons of the past, the indications
of the future, the call of Providence, and the woices which come
dorne to us by every dreeze, and from cvery nation under heaven,
all alike bid us lay our plans upon a scale worthy of men who
expect to conquer a world,”~BISHOP J. M. THOBURN,
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THE PRESENT-DAY MESSAGE OF FOREIGHN
MISSIONS TO THE CRURCH.

I aM grateful for the privilege and deeply
sensible of the honor of addressing this audience
upon a theme so important, so timely, so vital to
the highest interests of the Church, so worthy
of the attention of theological students, and so
charged with the freshest energies and the largest
hopes of modern Christianity. It has given an
added interest and incitement to the pleasant
task of preparing these lectures, that I have been
invited to meet you as the ‘ Students’ Lecturer
on Missions.”

Were a veritable prophet of God commissioned
in our day to deliver a divine message to the
Church, I think the “ burden” of missions would
occupy a prominent place, if not the leading one,
in his discourse. I am not a prophet, nor the son
of a prophet, but, alas! I have a prophet’s theme,
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12  FOREIGN MISSIONS AFTER A CENTURY.

and I can only pray that God will give me His
special help, and give to you a large measure of
kindly charity, while I invite your attention to
what might be called a Columbian Brief on For-
eign Missions. Since this is a year of exhibits in
cannection with the World’s Exposition, I might
give a graphic touch to my theme by calling it
A Centennial Exhibit of Mission Progress. Iam
afraid, however, that the fragmentary and pain-
fully inadequate make-up of the exhibit would
fail to justify the title, and so I am inclined to
announce it as simply “ Foreign Missions after a
Century.”

As we review the past history of the Church,
we can find many unmistakable signs of God’s
presence and power, but I am sure that present
history is also full of God, and, if I mistake not,
this missionary movement of the Church is as
much a divine inspiration as any great event in
sacred records. Let us try to realize this, and it
will make us stronger and braver for the special
work which God will give us to do in this our
day of unparalleled opportunity and promise.

Your kind invitation to lecture upon the subject
of Foreign Missions led me to ask myself this
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question: “If you were yourself a student in a
theological seminary, and a lecturer on missions
should present himself, what would be the aspect
of the theme which you would particularly desire
him to bring before you? What would you like
to hear about? What would you especially wel-
come in the line of information, or instruction, or
practical contribution to your working capital as a
minister?” The answer came almost instinctively
to my mind, and gave instant shape to the subject
as I now propose to bring it before you. 1T re-
plied to my own question that I should like to
know about the present status of Foreign Mis-
sions; 1 should like to have a realistic picture of
the actual state of things in our foreign fields; I
should like to know the true inwardness and the
unclothed outwardness of the whole subject; I
should like to feel, after I had heard such a course
of lectures, that I had been to the front and knew
from personal observation the top and bottom
facts of the whole situation.

If we wished to know something about West-
minster Abbey, or St. Peter’s at Rome, we could
adopt no plan which would result in such satis-
factory knowledge and give us such clarified and
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vivified impressions, as that of an actual visit and
a personal inspection. I invite you, therefore, in
these lectures to accompany me upon a voyage
of discovery, a tour of personal observation, to
those regions of thought and service and practical
experience which are occupied by this great enter-
prise. I would like to organize an exploring ex-
pedition into those realms of Christian labor and
conflict and heroism which have come into view
during our present century, like one of those vast
continental upheavals in old geological times,
when out of the mists and vapors and submerging
waters a new world was slowly lifted into sight.
This whole continent of modern missionary eflort
invites to exploration. If I mistake not, it is
veritably a new realm, of continental proportions,
which has come to stay, and is to be the scene
of the noblest triumphs and the most convincing
vindication of historic Christianity.

Our plan, then, is the application of the in-
ductive method to this subject of Foreign Mis-
sions. Induction may be broadly defined as
entering in, finding out, and giving a report.
Deduction may be described as accepting prem-
ises and assuming that certain facts follow. The
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result of the former is a systematic statement of
facts and the truths indicated by these facts; it
is a simple statement of the case. The result of
the latter is a theoretical generalization of infer-
ences, involving supposed laws and causes; it is
a statement of what lies back of visible facts. It
is difficult to base an appeal upon theory; we
must bring forward facts, and state actual con-
ditions. The theory that there was a famine in
Russia would never have sent ships of food there,
but the fact was all-persuasive; the actual condi-
tion of starvation was irresistible. In connection
with the ministry of Philip, the multitude gave
heed when they ““ heard and saw the signs which
he did”’; so facts are the “signs” to which men
will ““ give heed ” in the consideration of the sub-
ject now before us. I shall endeavor to be brief,
and must often be abrupt. I shall have no time
for Gothic architecture in words, or for landscape
gardening in rhetoric. I must generally take the
short cut, and T cannot avoid the sharp angles.
My object will be to give as full a treatment to
the theme as limits of time and space allow, and
my effort will be to give information in a con-
densed form, which it is to be hoped that you
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yourselves will elaborate in future study and treat-
ment of this theme.

I have divided the course into six lectures, the
subjects of which will be presented in succession,
as follows:

1. The Present-Day Message of Foreign Mis-
sions to the Church.

2. The Present-Day Meaning of the Mace
donian Vision.

3. The Present-Day Conflicts of the Foreign
Field.

4. The Present-Day Problems of Theory and
Method in Missions.

5. The Present-Day Controversies of Christian-
ity with Opposing Religions.

6. The Present-Day Summary of Success.

It will be seen at once that my plan is pano-
ramic, but that there are many important aspects
and discussions of the subject which are ruled out
of court at once, and however interesting and
pertinent they might be in some other scheme of
treatment, yet here they would only embarrass
and encumber us. I must, for example, leave
out of our view any extended consideration of
the proper basis of foreign missionary service, its
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scriptural warrant, its inspiring motives, and its
high obligations. I must give scant attention to
its history, its heroes, and the magnificent story
of its early toils and sacrifices. I must omit any
elaborate discussion of the theory or philosophy
of missions, and all attempts at any exhaustive
treatment of the peculiarities of the great non-
Christian religions of the world, or the social and
moral condition of the countries outside of Chris-
tendom and the characteristics of the peoples in-
habiting them. I must forego all mention of the
direct and indirect benefits that have come to the
world through missions, of their discoveries and
achievements in adding to the sum of human
knowledge. We must move swiftly through
present scenes, and only glance hastily into these
vistas of delightful research that radiate in differ-
ent directions from our present standpoint.

The subject of my lecture to-day is The Present-
Day Message of Foreign Missions to the Church.
If we should personify the cause of Foreign Mis-
sions, and give it a message to the Church of
Christ at the present hour, what would be the
spirit and the tenor of that communication? Let
me bespeak, however, in advance, a special wel-



18  FOREIGN MISSIONS AFTER A CENTURY.

come for the message it would bring, for several
reasons, of which I will name four:

1. It is a message which presents to us the in-
spiring conception of a world-wide reformation;
or perhaps regeneration is the more proper term
touse. We have had local reformations in relig-
jous history; we had them in Hebrew history,
before the coming of Christ. The result of eatly
Christian labors was the conversion of the Roman
Empire, and in the sixteenth century came the
great historic Reformation of Europe. Now, for
the first time in the history of our earth, this
great movement in the direction of regeneration
or reformation is beginning to shape itself into a
world-wide enterprise. If the Reformation of the
sixteenth century, which was, strictly speaking,
only Euroﬂean in its influence, has broadened and
deepened into such glorious streams of Christian
progress, may we not expect that a reformation so
extended as that contemplated in modern missions
will produce world-wide fruit, especially since it
has all the advantages afforded by modern inven-
tions, and facilities, and methods of communica-
tion, and international relations, and the almost
magical expedients for disseminating knowledge?
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2. It is a message which speaks to us of the
realization of God’s own thoughts; it suggests to
us the practical evolution of divine ideals. The
special thought or purpose of God concerning any
age of the world is the peculiar glory of that age;
it differentiates it forever from every other; it
is the ‘“white stone” with a new name written
upon it, which God alone knows, which He gives
to that special generation in the world’s history.
‘We have illustrations of this all through history ;
it will be sufficient for my purpose to call your
attention to that “ white stone’” which God gave
to that age which was forever immortalized as
the Era of the Incarnation, and upon which was
written, in God’s own hand, the words * fullness
of time,” and to remind you that the ‘ white
stone” of this age of Christian history seems to
bear upon its face the legend of “world-wide
missions.”

3. It is a message which must be interpreted
as a significant and impressive evidence of a new
effort on the part of the Spirit of God to introduce
into the religious experience of God’s people a
recognition of the universal meaning of redemp-
tion. There has appeared with unusual vividness
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at intervals in the history of revelation what might
be called a world-embracing consciousness in the
experience of prophets and teachers who have
spoken for God, and there has been manifest at
times in God’s messages to His Church an un-
mistakable purpose to develop in the spiritual
experience of His people a sense of the universal
meaning of His redemptive purpose. This re-
ligious world-consciousness is one of the higher
moods of feeling in the Word of God, and in the
Christian experience of the Church; it is a sign
in our day of the ripening plans of God; it is a
later and fuller unfolding in the realm of practical
experience of the deep meaning of many of the
Old Testament prophecies and of the New Testa-~
ment teachings. Among the prophets of the Old
Testament the most conspicuous exponent of this
wotrld-consciousness was Isaiah; his prophecies
throb with universal terms. When Christ came
He brought into divine revelation and into human
history the fullest expression of the all-embracing
purpose of God which the world has received.
His personality became for all time the radiating
center not only of universal truth but of universal
love and world-embracing purpose. This noble
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conception has been sadly forgotten and ignored
as centuries have passed. The world-conscious-
ness seemed to die out in the experience of the
Church, and it is only in our present century that
it is reviving, in connection with the missionary
enterprise of our age. It is a consciousness which
has been identified with all the great movements
of history in different spheres of activity. Great
military leaders have aspired for more worlds to
conquer; Mohammed seems to have been a man
of world-wide aspirations; Rome had her dreams
of universal sway; the thought which was em-
bodied in the scheme of the Holy Roman Empire
reached out after world-wide dominion. Our
Lord Christ has given this thought to His Church
in some of the most memorable sentences that
fell from His lips: ““ Go ye into all the world, and
oreach the Gospel L~ every creature” is a text
which reaches out into all time and all space, and
there is no true exegesis of that verse except the
world-wide missionary interpretation of it. It
voices the eternal, ever vivid world-consciousness
of Christ; it is addrzssed to the corresponding
capacity for largeness of vision in the Church, and
this message of Foreign Missions to the Church
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of to-day is the latest and clearest and sweetest
echo of Christ’s voice which the history of Chris-
tianity gives us.

4. It is a message which indicates God’s pur-
pose to lead His Church to a higher stage of
spiritual training and discipline in these latter
days. The Church seems to have had special
experiences of training at various stages of her
history. In the early centuries she walked through
fires of persecution. She has had special periods
of intellectual and spiritual schooling in the great
doctrinal controversies of history. Now it would
seem that God is leading her into a realm of prac-
tical training and discipline in the school of un-
selfish love and loyal service. “ Go work to-day
in my vineyard” is the lesson of the age. Ile
is opening up to her unprecedented opportunities
for doing her work in the world in a spirit of prac-
tical philanthropy, and is making it possible for
her to win the world by love. It is a school of
training in the higher and finer and more Christ-
like graces of Christianity. It will bring her into
sympathy with Christ in the breadth and depth
of His love, in His willingness to serve without
reward, and His readiness to die in sacrifice for
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those who are separated from Him in a sense
which no material measurements can indicate.
God would seem to be alluring the Church to an
experience of service in imitation of her divine
Master, which will surely lead the world to take
knowledge of her that she has been with Jesus.
She is thus to fill up “that which is lacking of
the afflictions of Christ” and so to hasten His
triumphs, which are to come in the extension of
His kingdom among the Gentiles. Let us be
sure that He means to speak comfortably to her,
and give her the tokens of His gracious favor,
as never before, if she responds loyally to His
leadings.

If this message of Foreign Missions is the
exponent of the spirit of religious reformation in
a world-wide sense; if it marks a distinct and
significant advance in the evolution of redemptive
purpose; if it is the sign of the Spirit speaking
once more in the ears of the Church in the terms
of those grand universal conceptions, which have
been ever the finest and most sublime strains of
prophetic song; if it indicates an effort on God’s
part to bring the Church into a sweeter and higher
realm of spiritual training, where her discipline will
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be in an atmosphere of love and have to do with
the deeper things of faith—then let us humbly
pray that God would give us ears to hear “ what
the Spirit saith to the Churches.”

Every age has its message to the world, and
every generation has its call of Providence to the
Church. In the days of John the Baptist came a
message from God to the Church of that genera-
tion, and there was no mistaking its significance:
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make His
paths straight.”” The Church has heard these
voices in every age, and there is one which at
the present hour seems to come to her out of the
wilderness of the heathen world, and it is the same
startling and impressive call which John brought
to the Church of his age from the wilderness of
Judea: “ Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make
His paths straight.” The Church is accustomed
to take counsel and gather inspiration, courage,
and cheer directly from her divine Lord and Re-
deemer, but she can also find much to arouse and
direct her energies in the special message of the
age in which she lives. One hundred years ago,
and there was no call of Providence throughout
this vast continent, summoning the Church to
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activity and service, if we except the special needs
of that line of original settlements, not very old,
extending along our eastern seaboard. There
was a stillness like the silence of our primeval
forests brooding over all the continent. Now,
the voice of Providence sounds throughout a vast
and populous nation, from the entering in of dawn
ipon our eastern borders, gathering might and
volume as it advances, until it passes out of the
golden gates of sunset upon our western shores.
One hundred years ago, and so far as any general
recognition of the need was concerned, or any
apparent consciousness of the call, there was a
silence like that of the grave resting like a pall
over all the heathen world—a silence which,
though eloquent as death, utterly failed to touch
the sympathies or move the conscience of Chris-
tendom. To-day the whole world is ringing with
voices ‘“ like the sound of many waters,” calling
the Church to an aggressive campaign of world-
wide activity, and eventually of universal conquest
and peaceful occupation.

T would like to speak to you in some detail of
this Present-Day Message of Foreign Missions to
the Church of Christ; I would like te attempt to
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give you in brief outline what seems to me some
of the significant points of this wilderness call to
the Church of our day; I would like to attempt,
perhaps in a very fragmentary and imperfect
way, to interpret this voice of Providence, which
comes to us at the present hour so grandly en-
forced by our foreign missionary enterprise.

The first point to which I would call your at-
tention in this message is that it is a summons to
the Church to engage in a contest for the spiritual
championship of the world. Now, we have no
difficulty in understanding the significance and
importance of a game for the championship in
connection with any of our popular athletic sports.
Any schoolboy can tell us why a game for the
championship will arouse more interest and call
forth more enthusiasm than any ordinary contest,
and yet when we speak of a contest for the spir-
itual championship of the round earth, there are
many who fail to catch the inspiration of the
idea; it is altogether too unreal and too tame to
touch the heart and stir the pulse. And yet, do
we realize how thoroughly the Church of Christ
is now committed to this struggle for the cham-
pionship, and what importance and significance
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actaches to it? This conflict of the Church with
her spiritual foes is rapidly assuming a world-
wide magnitude. It is rapidly assuming the pro-
portions of a final struggle for universal dominion.
The Church must never fail, or even falter; she
must gird herself for the final struggle, and, with
God’s help, she must and will win. Should she
fail to do this, it would surely be the result only
of carelessness or indifference or sloth on her part,
and in that case we can hardly estimate what an
immense loss of her prestige there would be, and
what painful dishonor would come to the name
of Christ. Every sceptic would see additional
reason ta doubt; every infidel would find another
occasion to scoff; and do we realize how difficult
it would be should the Church of Christ sound a
retreat, or even proclaim a truce in this great
conflict of missions, to convince the world that
Christianity is not simply one of the various hu-
man religions which has now in its turn had its
day, and failed in accomplishing the purpose for
which it was professedly established? On the
other hand, let us note well that the success of
the missionary enterprise will be in itself the in-
vincible apologetic argument of our age. This
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will be the weapon which can so easily subdue
and silence scepticism. It will be the sign of
the presence and activity of a supernatural force
which Heaven vouchsafes in these latter days of
Gospel conflict. There is w0 mightier antidote to
infidelity than reality. The manifest power of
the Gospel in its missionary triumphs will vindi-
cate Christianity before the eyes of a wondering
world. It will be the nearest possible counter-
part of the revealed personality of Christ Him-
self, before which scepticism can never hold its
ground.

The second point to which I would call your
attention in this Present-Day Message of Foreign
Missions to the Church is its inspiring tidings of
abounding opportunity. Never in the history of
the Christian Church has she received such im-
pressive and wonderful tidings of brilliant oppor-
tunity as come to her to-day from all our foreign
mission fields. When in the history of the Church
has it been so easy to send our missionaries to
the ends of the earth, and extend to them ade-
quate protection and support and sympathy, as
at the present hour? All the facilities of modern
methods of travel, of postal arrangements, of



THE PRESENT MESSAGE 29

international comity, of financial exchange, and
of telegraphic communication are in the interest
of foreign mission work. By means of the tele-
graph our government is enabled to extend its
protection to missionary citizens living in distant
lands. And when at any previous time in the
history of the world has there been such an or-
ganized effort on the part of missionary societies
and boards to attend properly to the vast and
complicated details of the practical business of
missions? The facilities of our age in this line of
things are simply wonderful. An ordinary con-
tribution-box has become an instrument by which
the contributor as he sits in his pew can touch
every continent, and do a work for Christ where
his own footsteps can never tread. It is just as
easy now to do missionary work in degraded
Asia, or in darkest Africa, as it was a few years
ago in the western regions of our own country.
And then what tidings come to us of beckon-
ing opportunities in the foreign field which are at
the same time so alluring and so burdensome to
the missionaries! It is difficult for the Christian
public at home to understand or appreciate the
needs and emergencies of these distant fields. A



30  FOREIGN MISSIONS AFTER A CENTURY.

few months ago and we all read in the papers of
a terrible earthquake in Japan, in which 7000
human beings were reported killed and 10,000
wounded, and 80,000 houses destroyed, and yet
it was all so vague, so unreal, so far away, that I
will venture to say that not one of us lost a wink
of sleep at night on that account. And it is
just so with these tidings of the needs and emer-
gencies and pressing opportunities which come to
us from our foreign missionary fields: they are
all so unreal, so vague, so apparently far away,
that we fail to catch their significance; and yet
the opportunities are there just the same, and
they are such as any military commander would
be cashiered for neglecting if he dared to ignore
them in the midst of a.military campaign. The
Church needs a new, a larger outlook of faith;
she needs more seeing of the unseen in the sphere
of that kingdom which ““ cometh not with obser-
vation.”” There are traces of an invisible pres-
ence among the nations; we see in the unequaled
opportunities which greet us on every hand, the
evidences of a transcendent purpose moving rap-
idly toward its goal. Bishop Thoburn of India
said,.in a recent address, that since he went to
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the foreign field, the door of access, which had
been heretofore closed, has been thrown open to
more than 700,000,000 of the human race.

This message of unparalleled opportunity is in
itself a call for generous support and enlarged
activity on the part of the Church. Has God
ever called so impressively for the facilities and
the men needed to do His work? Has He ever
summoned more directly, will He ever command
more solemnly, the consecrated energies of His
people in whole-hearted dedication to His service?

We are tempted sometimes to wish that God
would perform miracles in the interest of His
Church and for the progress of His kingdom, as
He did in Old Testament times for His chosen
people, the Jews; and yet it seems to me that
here is what might be regarded as almost a mir-
acle in our day, and one which will compare with
some of the most conspicuous examples of the
Old Testament. We read of how Moses stretched
out his rod across the sea and made a pathway
upon dry land for the hosts of Israel out of Egypt,
and how Miriam, with her timbrel and other in-
struments of music, sang her song of ttiumph
after the Israelites had safely marched across



32 FOREIGN MISSIONS AFTER A CENTURY.

their pathway through the waters. Think now
of that surging sea of prejudice and ignorance
and heathen hostility and obstinate exclusiveness
which separated, only a few years ago, the Church
of Christ from the inaccessible heathen world ;
and now look to-day, and see the missionary hosts
of the Church marching dry-shod into the very
heart of heathendom. Is not this worthy of
being called a miracle, or at least a special inter-
vention of Providence in the interests of the ad-
vancement of the divine kingdom?

Then, again, we read in the Old Testament of
how Elijah went to the top of Carmel and prayed
for rain, and how God sent a little cloud, about
the size of a man’s hand, in the heavens, to indi-
cate the coming of abundance of rain. And so
within our memory the Elijahs of our Church
have gone to their Mount Carmel of prayer, and
prayed for access to the whole earth and for a
blessing upon the heathen world, and to-day the
Church has entered almost every foreign field,
and we can hear the pattering of those great
drops of divine grace which foretell the coming
abundance of blessing, when God’s time shall
have fully come. Is not this also, if we have eyes
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to see, if not indeed a miracle, at least a special
intervention of Providence, and a manifest answer
to prayer?

A third point of singular beauty and winsome-
ness in the Present-Day Message of Foreign Mis-
sions to the Church is the new, fresh, almost con-
fidential revelation of privilege it brings to us.
Our Lord has never, at least for centuries, spoken
to any generation of the Church in such terms of
providential entreaty and with such a spirit of
personal confidence concerning the privileges of
His service. From all the foreign mission fields
the Church has this same inspiring message of
privilege. It is as if Christ sat down with His
Church to tell her in the freedom of a personal
interview what she can, if she will, do for Him at
once. The word “ privilege,” if we consider its
derivation, from prévus, separate, and Jex, law,
means a separate law enacted for the advantage
of some individual or community, and in common
usage it has come to have a signification indicat-
ing some special benefit or favor or advantage
belonging to kings and queens and ambassadors
and princes, which separates them from other
people. Now it seems to me that in just this
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meaning of the term missionary work is a privi-
lege; it is a separate law enacted by the great
Author of all law, for the benefit and advantage
of Christ’s followers, and gives them a position
of privilege in the world which separates them
from all others. It makes them kings and queens
and princes and ambassadors in the royal realm
of Christian service. All merely earthly dis-
tinctions, honors, and privileges will some day
fade away, and perhaps be altogether forgotten,
but this privilege of missionary service, if humbly
received and rightly used, will shine as the stars
for ever and ever.

May we not interpret the missionary provi-
dences of our day, and the present marvelous
story of an opening world, as the voice of Christ
speaking to His bride concerning His own per-
sonal desires, and indicating to her a noble service
which she might well feel to be a privilege to do
for Him with promptness and alacrity ?

Now notice how this privilege of missions will
bear analyzing in our day. Here is the Bible
translated fully into 9o languages of the earth
and partially into 230, making in all 320 languages
through which enough Gospel truth is revealed
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to guide the soul to Christ. There are 280 mis-
sionary societies organized for work; there are
Q000 missionaries in the fields; there are 44,532
native assistants associated with them; almost a
round million of converts have been gathered
into the Church; and there are fully 4,000,000
adherents, under the influence, directly and in-
directly, of missionary instruction. There are
70,000 pupils gathered in higher educational in-
stitutions, and 608,000 children are gathered in
village missionary schools. The Gospel leaven
has penetrated every land; Christian instruction is
disseminated in almost all the languages of the
earth; medical missions with healing touch are
allied with evangelistic agencies on every field.
There are many and varied facilities waiting to
do our bidding all throughout the earth.

Does this seem to you rather a cold and per-
functory way of looking at this matter of mission-
ary privilege? Then let us see if we cannot look
at it in a more practical way, and get, as it were,
an inside view of what it means. Come with me
across the seas to some of our foreign mission
stations, and let us call at the home of some na-
tive convert, and try through a personal interview
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with him to learn more of what the privilege of
missionary work really means. We will select
some elderly, dignified, keen, intelligent, observ-
ant native gentleman of Japan, or China, or India,
or Syria, and enter his home to have a friendly
chat with him, and ask him what he has to say
from his own experience, and out of his own
memory, which runs back perhaps for fifty years,
of the results of missionary work in his native
country. He will tell you that blessings and
benefits have come to his people, within his own
memory, through the foreign missionary work,
which were never dreamed of before. Ply him
with questions: ask him who gave him his Bible;
go to his library, and ask him whence he received
his Christian literature; see who is the editor of
his religious newspaper; ask him who established
schools and trained his school-teachers and pre-
pared his school-books. Ask him who estab-
lished churches and trained his native pastors,
and whence came those revivals of religion which
we read of in these distant lands, those strange
and marvelous exhibitions of the power of God’s
Spirit to win souls to the kingdom of Christ out
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of the surrounding darkness, and he will tell you
that they had not so much as heard that there
was a Holy Ghost until your missionaries came
there, and God poured a blessing upon their
labors, and these “ dry bones lived.” Ask him
about Young Men's Christian Associations, and
Young People’s Societies of Christian Endeavor,
and Missionary Societies in the native churches;
ask him about Sabbath-schools, and International
Lesson Papers, and Sabbath-school Libraries, and
those songs set to music so familiar to you; ask
him about Christian homes with their family
altars and their prayerful training of the children;
ask him about the new views of the position and
dignity of woman in the home and in society;
ask him about these changes so full of light and
hope and inspiration and joy to so many around
him, and whence came these new and bright
experiences. A few years ago, and this native
convert, and all around him, were living in the
environment of about the tenth century of the
Christian era, in the intellectual and spiritual ig-
norance of the Dark Ages. Whence came this
great light so suddenly in his day? He will tell
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you that the missionaries you have sent there
have been the apostles of light and knowledge
and the messengers of Gospel instruction to his
people. Ask hum, if you will, about more secular
matters: about changes in the government meth-
ods; about the adoption of modern facilities and
the introduction of the economics of modern civ-
ilization; of the administration of law, and the
expansion of commerce, and the education of the
young. Ask him, as you could do, especially in
such a land as Japan, about liberty, justice, and
freedom of conscience ; about cabinets and parlia-
ments, and a whole list of brilliant changes in the
interests of modern civilization; and if he tells
you the real, though often unrecognized, secret of
these latter days, he will say that the men and
the women who have had more to do, humanly
speaking, than all others, with this breaking of
the day in those eastern lands, are the humble
missionaries whom you have sent there with the
key of knowledge in their hands, the love of
Christ in their hearts, the message of the Gospel
upon their lips, and the destiny of souls in their
keeping. I am reminded of those lines of James
Russell Lowell:
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0O Truth! O Freedom! how are ye still born
In the rude stable, in the manger nurst !
What humble hands unbar those gates of morn
Through which the splendors of the New Day burst ! ”

Is it not a privilege to have a share in a work
like this?—so far-reaching and so helpful in its
influence to these degraded nations, and so full
of hope and promise to these misguided souls.

A. fourth point in the subject-matter of this
message of Foreign Missions to the Church brings
to our attention the claims of duty. Duty is
always a vigorous and forcible word, and in this
connection it burns and throbs with a living en-
ergy. It has the power of divine love and the
weight of divine authority in it. It is a word
after Christ’s own heart, and He has spoken it
out of the depths of His incarnate nature. He
means it for our own sake, as well as for the
good of the world. There are many who are
inclined to doubt whether there is any obligation
resting upon the Church of Christ to publish the
Gospel to all nations. We cannot stop to discuss
this question. If the command of Christ, so man-
ifest and so explicit, does not make it clear to the
mind of the Christian believer, then I despair of
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producing conviction by any arguments that may
be brought forward. I can conceive of a pro-
found and elaborate appeal carefully drawn up
in behalf of Foreign Missions, based upon con-
siderations of expediency, or upon the claims of
humanity and universal brotherhood, or the duty
of helpful service to others in a spirit of benevo-
lence and philanthropic generosity, and I can con-
ceive of that argument bhaving due weight with
cultured and sympathetic and unselfish natures;
but I would not trust it to ¢arry the day, even
with the Church of Christ, if we did not have His
own express commands and His glowing prom-
ises to glorify and enforce this duty. This we
have, so that not only the claim of brotherhood,
and the obligation of stewardship, and the debt
of Christian love, all conspire to urge the Church
to this world-wide ministry, but Christ’s own com-
mand still holds its supreme place among His last
words, and still exercises its powetful influence
over the Christian heart. What the Church of
Christ needs at the present hour is a higher and a
tenderer consciousness of her duty to the unen-
lightened and the perishing. The great need of
the Church is not a new theology, nor rnew cccle-
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siastical machinery, nor the advanced and revolu-
tionary theories of the higher critics; nor even,
in my judgment, is the present highest need of
the Church a revision of the Confession of Faith,
although I think that is a very proper thing to
do, simply in the interests of a clearer and fuller
expression of acknowledged truth, and for the
removal of certain apparent infelicities of language
from that venerable document. I am inclined to
question very much also—perhaps I am mistaken
—whether the Church is in very serious need just
now of the ecclesiastical miseries and the doubtful
advantages of trials for heresy, even though they
may seem to many to be both justifiable and
necessary. But, dear friends, what the Church of
Christ does need is the blessing of an enlarged
heart; a deeper, truer, tenderer yearning for the
good of men; a more earnest and unselfish de-
votion to the Master’s service; a more winsome
sympathy with those who suffer; and a more
self-denying readiness tohelp others to a better life.

The great problem of the Old Testament dis-
pensation was to save the Church from formalism,
and to train her in spirituality of life and worship.
The great problem of the New Testament dispen-
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sation is to train the Church in Christian living,
in Christlike ministry, and in consecrated service
for the good of the world.

The fifth, and this is the last special feature of
this Message of Foreign Missions to which I shall
call your attention, is its ringing note of encour-
agement. 1 doubt if there is any department of
Christian activity where the inspiration of encour-
agement is so full of glow and magnetism as is this
message from the foreign fields. What blessed
cheer there is in the record of missionary progress
during this past century! As we survey it, we
seem to be walking rather by sight than by faith.
It has in it more of solid hope for the world, and
more of tangible contact with the promises of
God, than anything else in human history. I
shall have occasion later on to refer to this aspect
of our subject more in detail, but at present I
must take it for granted that you are already
familiar with the magnificent achievement of Fort..
eign Missions during the past fifty years, and I
will confine my remarks at the present time to
some encouragements which are connected with
the results of the past year or two in our mission
fields.
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We are fully justified in estimating that there
were slightly over 100,000 conversions in the
foreign mission fields of all evangelical Churches
during the year 1892. This, you will notice, is
an average of fully 2000 per week. Think of it,
my friends! As you gathered together in the
House of God from Sabbath to Sabbath during
the past year, to render your thanks to your
Heavenly Father for His blessings and His boun-
ties and His benefits to you and yours, you might
have added another note of thanksgiving for more
than 2000 souls; a number that would pack our
largest churches to their very doors, gathering
together every Sabbath day of the year, literally
out of every tribe and tongue and people and
nation, to sit down together for the first time to
partake of the communion of the Lord’s Supper;
and I will venture to say that you would be per-
fectly safe in thanking God for the same magnifi-
cent result for every Sabbath of this present year.
And now let us look at some of the results re-
ported for the year 1891 in mission fields con-
nected with our own Presbyterian Board of For-
eign Missions.

In the Tripoli field of our Syria Mission there
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were 68 admitted to the Church during the year.
Now in this Tripoli field there are, all told, men,
women, and children, about 1000 Protestant souls.
They began the year with 329 communicants, and
they closed with 397. I have searched through
the contemporary published records of the Pres-
byterian Church in the United States, and I can
find only 14 churches corresponding in size to the
church of the Tripoli field that have received to
the communion more than 68 during the year.
In the Presbytery of Shantung, in northern
China, in 1891 there were admitted to the Church
760 communicants. Now, I have taken the trou-
ble to compare with this result the record of all
the presbyteries of the United States for the cor-
responding year, and I find only g presbyteries
in the country that report an addition of over 760
to the communion. They are the great Presby-
teries of New York, Newark, Philadelphia and
Philadelphia Central (since united into one), Lack-
awanna, Pittsburg, Steubenville, Cincinnati, and
Chicago. Why, these are the very centers of
Presbyterian influence and wealth and power in
all our land; and the full force of this compari-
son does not appear until we note that in these
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American presbyteries there is an average of 8o
ministers to each presbytery—and such ministers,
and such congregations!—while in the Presbytery
of Shantung there are only 28 ministers, and 6 of
these are Chinamen. This is an average of 27
additions to each minister.

Then there is that little Presbytery of Laos,
away off in the depths of Asiatic heathenism, to
the north of Siam, with its 6 churches, which
in 1891 admitted to the communion 241 com-
municants, and in 1892 the number of churches
was increased to 8, and the additions were 299.
Five years ago there were 4 churches, 10 elders,
and 241 members in the presbytery; now there
are 8 churches, 26 elders, and 1376 members.
In the first year of the past six there were 110
additions to the Church; in the second year,
129; in the third, 180; in the fourth, 190; in
the fifth, 241; and in the sixth, 299. This, you
will notice, is more than 40 members added to
each church in 1891, and 37 in 1892, and this
makes that humble foreign mission Presbytery of
Laos the banner presbytery of the whole Presby-
terian Church, since there is no presbytery upon
record that gives an average of 40 additions to
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each church. In that picked nine of all our
American presbyteries, the average is 14 to each
minister. It is stated in the “ Narrative of the
State of Religion,” presented to the Synod of
New Jersey in the year 1892, that “in the per-
centage of additions upon profession of faith, the
Presbytery of Corisco [connected with that synod]
forges to the front. The Presbytery of Newark
reports that the average accession to its churches
is 22, while in the entire Synod besides it is I2,
and in the Church at large only 8; but in the
Presbytery of Corisco the additions average 29.”

In the “Report on Foreign Missions,” pre-
sented to the same Synod, occurs the following
passage : “ Our own Corisco last year, within its
limited territory, added thirty per cent., or 290,
to its membership, and contributed of its poverty
$642 to church purposes.”

The humble mission church at Batanga in the
same foreign Presbytery of Corisco, on the West
Coast of Africa, received to the communion 81
on confession in 1892. It would be the twenty-
fourth on the list of our 7208 Presbyterian
churches if ranked with reference to the number
added on profession during the year 1891-92.
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Do not think that I bring forward these com-
parative statistics in any invidious spirit. It is
right that facts like these should be noted. They
belong to the Church universal, and as such
should be welcome to all who love our Lord’s
kingdom. They are facts in a realm where God
is the chief actor, and testify to His own gracious
energy. It is only when we compare results in
the foreign field with corresponding results in the
home field that many minds succeed in recogniz-
ing the significance of the facts and are prepared
to acknowledge that results in the foreign field
are worthy of attention. Notice, also, that these
statistics that I have brought to your attention
are not old and worn-out facts that have been
made to do duty in foreign mission addresses and
sermons for the past ten years; they are new and
fresh; they come to us with our Columbian year;
they represent what God is doing at the present
time through foreign mission effort among the
nations of the earth; they have the very power
of the Spirit’s breath still lingering about them;
they are the new Columbian coins from the mis~
sionary mint, stamped freshly with the majestic
insignia of the Spirit’s own personality.
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A few months ago I had occasion to go up into
central New York, and I took the Empire State
Express from the Grand Central Depot in New
York City—that famous train, which is said to be
the fastest in the world. At a certain point in
my journey I glanced through the window, and
saw, over on the parallel West Shore Road, a
heavy freight train slowly making its way along
an up-grade, with its engine puffing and tugging
with all its might at the long line of heavy cars
which made up the train. Of course the splen-~
did Empire State Express soon left that lagging
freight train far in the rear. But suppose, my
friends, it had been otherwise, and that great,
heavy freight train, with its immense weight of
inertia upon an up-grade, had suddenly forged
ahead with a mighty momentum, and Ieaped over
the rails at such a tremendous speed that it soon
left the magnificent express far in the rear. What
would you have said in that case? Why, you
would have said, with assurance, that somehow
or somewhere there was power over there—power
to overcome inertia, and to conquer difficultics,
and to transcend ordinary laws by some mysteri-
ous and surpassing force. Now, this is just what
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is exemplified in these recent missionary statis-
tics of our foreign fields  7Viere 7s power in them
the power of God, the power of the divine Spir-
it, the power to regenerate the soul, the power
which will eventually secure the long-promised
triumphs of the Church, and win this lost world
for Christ.

Let us believe, then, in Foreign Missions, and
give them our confidence and support. They
have been vindicated by history; they are the
embodiment of a divine purpose; and they have
been endorsed by a divine blessing. They are
vindicated by history, for we are all in the last
analysis children of missionary effort; our ances-
tors were converted to Christ through missionary
agencies, and we have inherited from them the
blessings of the Gospel. They are an embodiment
of a divine purpose, for Christ our Lord meant
foreign missions when, eighteen hundred years
ago, He said, “ Go ye into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature.” Notice where
Christ was when He uttered that command. He
was in Palestine. And what did He mean, there-
fore, by “all the world”? He meant the world
outside of Palestine; He meant the outlying
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Roman Empire; He meant Asia, Africa, and
Europe; and, in His knowledge of the coming
centuries, I believe He meant America too, just
as much as if He had said, “Go ye into all the
world, including distant America when the day
of her historic appearing shall come.” Therefore,
from the standpoint of Christ when He uttered
this text, the preaching of the Gospel here in
America comes under the head of what we might
call foreign mission work. It was foreign to the
standpoint of Christ when He uttered this word
of command.

Do not allow your minds, however, to become
entangled in that distinction which we are accus-
tomed to make between home and foreign mis-
sions, Too much is made of that distinction in
the Church. It is all well enough and proper
enough, if we understand just what is meant by
it. It is, after all, only a geographical and ad-
ministrative discrimination; it is of the earth,
earthy, and has no place in the vocabulary of
heaven. We have no such distinction as a home
Bible and a foreign Bible, a home atonement and
a foreign atonement, a home Gospel and a for-
eign Gospel, a home Christ and a foreign Christ.
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The great word here is missions, home and
foreign if you will, but missions: missions to the
north and missions to the south, missions to the
east and missions to the west. We read in our
New Testament that “one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day,” with
God. Now if this is true of time, is it not also
true of space? And so one mile is as a thousand
leagues, and a thousand leagues as one mile, in
God’s sight; and there is no near and no far, but
just one round world of lost and perishing souls
to be rescued and saved through the world’s
Christ.
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM CHINA.

“Thes is a_field whick I never before half appreciated. It as
amasing ; it almost passes beligf'.  Numbers of cities there are yet
within the oldest field—cities of from 75,000 lo 300,600 popula-
Hon—its WHICK theve is not one Christian misswnary or ladorer of
any name, or in which there 1s fo be found only one native helper,
lonely and feeble. In truthy the maghty cities of Nanking (with
nearly a milhon souls) and Soochow and Hanugchow (with half a
mllon e each), and the densely peopled silk districts south and
west of them, have only been tonched as yel by the Church with the
lips of Ker fingers. ALl the missionaries in that region combined
are litile move than a mockery of ifs needs.  And I am not refer-
ring, you notice, to the fur-gff reaches of the Yang-tse, with it5
twenty millions, nor to the colossal western provuces.  The sec-
tion to wohick I allude is perfectly accessible and near at hand.
From Hangchow fo Shanghat, one of the longest routes, I trav-
eled 1 much less than twenty-four hours in a hitle steam-launch,
by continnous canals. I was absolutely awe-struck and dumb us
7 stcamed, even on that short sail, past city qfter city, great and
poprlous, one of whick was a walled city of 500,000 souls, without
one missionary of any Christian demomination whatever, and
withowt so much as a nateve Christian helper or teackies of any
Fared. That silent moonlight night, as I passed unnoticed by those
long, dark battlements, shutting in their pagan muliitudes, was
one of the most solemn of my Iife; and the hours of dayliyhty
when other cities, still larger than many of onr Americq capulals,
were continnally coming wito view, and the teeming populations
of the canals and vwers and willages and fields and roads were
before my eyes, kept adding to the burden of the night.”

REV. ARTHUR MircHELL, D.D.
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I1.

THE PRESENT-DAY MEANING OF THE MACE.
DONIAN VISION.

PAUL was upon one of his missionary journeys,
preaching and teaching the Gospel of his Lord.
He came to Mysia, and essayed to go into Bithyn-
ia, but the Spirit suffered him not, and when he
came to Troas God gave him a vision and a call.
A man of Macedonia appeared to him, saying,
“ Come over into Macedonia and help us.” This
strange messenger from across the Agean was to
Paul a foreigner; he was a man of Europe, an-
other continent from Paul’s native Asia. It was,
therefore, a call to foreign mission work, and, as
such, was typical and prophetic of many a call to
the Church of Christ coming from substantially
the same source. A man of Macedonia, so the
narrative states in fidelity to the history and ge-
ography of the times; a messenger from heaven,

so the Church interprets in the light of Christ’s
55
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great commission and the highest duty of His
followers. Like many of the incidents of Script-
ure, that vision has a twofold significance: it has,
on the one hand, a meaning which was local and
practical and personal, pertaining to Paul and the
work which he was called to do for his Master;
on the other hand, it has a meaning which is typ-
ical and universal, and has a permanent applica-
tion in the larger sphere of Church history and
practical Christianity. It was a personal vision
and a personal call to Paul. It was also suggest-
ive and typical of a permanent call, just as real
and direct, to the Church in all ages to discharge
the duty of missionary service wherever similar
conditions existed. That message to * come over
and help us ” was not for Paul alone, and it is not
merely a reminiscence of his own personal expe-
rience; it was a picturesque, vivid, ever-living
personification of a perpetual call of duty; it
sketched forever in bold, clear outline upon the
pages of revelation an immortal object-lesson in
living Christianity. Its significance has received
scant recognition in the history of the Church.
There is still much to be learned by the average
Christianity of our day, in its attitude to Foreign
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Missions, from a study of Paul’s reception and
prompt response to that vision. It came to him,
let us notice, while absorbed in earnest labors for
the churches of his native land. Perhaps he did
not himself at that time fully comprehend the
urgency of a wider extension of his evangelistic
labors. Perhaps he did not fully understand that
the Gospel was to be preached to nations outside
the bounds of Asia. Perhaps he fain would have
lingered in Asia—dear old Asia—where the Lord
was born, where He lived and taught and died,
where the very ground was hallowed by His
earthly presence and His deeds of love and power;
Asia, which was bright with the memories of
Pentecost, and was the scene of apostolic labors;
where the disciples were first called Christians;
where the Christian Church was already estab-
lished; where truth had its home; where was
centered all the spiritual culture and light which
was worth cherishing in the world; and where
there was “so much to be done” to keep the
Church alive and prevent her from going back to
heathenism. Is it possible, he might have said,
that I have any duty to Europe when Asia needs
me so much? Ah, do you not think that it was
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just because Europe was in darkness and spiritual
degradation, and needed the Gospel so sorely,
that God sent that man of Macedonia with his call
to “come over and help us”? Now, let us can-
didly inquire, has the Church to-day anything in
her environment, or in her spiritual consciousness,
which is the counterpart to her of that vision of
Paul on the shores of the Agean? Has that
Macedonian cry forever died away upon the ears
ot the Christian Church? Has it not rather mul-
tiplied, until it has become a many-voiced and
tumultuous cry in our day? Does it not come
over every sea like the ““ voice of many waters,”
in its majesty and hallowed pathos? It is nota
man of Macedonia alone who speaks; it is a man
of Japan, a man of China, a man of India, 2 man
of Syria and Persia and Africa; his face is a com-
posite photograph of every race under heaven; it
is a man of many nationalities, widely scattered,
and all practically in a state of moral ignorance
and spiritual need, corresponding in all respects to
the condition of Macedonia in the days of Paul.
To this statement some one may reply that this
representation is too ideal, and it requires too
severe a tax upon the imagination to accept it.
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If we had an actual vision, supernatural in its
character, such as Paul had, and a direct personal
call of duty, with our sphere of labor clearly in-
dicated, we should know how to respond to it.
But can the Church truly claim, or can any sincere
follower of Christ truthfully maintain, that there
is absolutely no vision vouchsafed in this our day?
Have we not something which corresponds in
every essential to that vision of Paul? As we
look back through the mists of the centuries, not
into any dreamland of fiction and romance, but to
the historic certainties of our Saviour’s life, can
we not see in clear outline a vision of that face
which is the Light of the World, and hear Him
say, “ Go ye into all the world and preach the
Gospel to every creature’’? Is not this a vision
which infinitely transcends in its dignity and im-
pressiveness the one which was given to Paul?
It is not a man of Macedonia that we see; it is
the Son of Man. He speaks on behalf of human-
ity. He belongs to the race and cannot be claimed
by any one nationality, or be identified with any
single age. He stands before the eyes of all gen-
erations. He is not calling, He is commanding.
He speaks at once to all ages of history. He
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touches alike with His personal influence and
authority every century of passing time. Have
we, in this our generation, in this nineteenth cent-
ury, eyes of faith to see Him, and ears to hear
Him, and hearts to obey Him?

It may be said that this vision is entirely ideal
and can only be discovered by the aid of a most
imaginative faith. It may be further said that the
call to “ come over and help us,” which Paul rec-
ognized as coming directly from Macedonia, is in
the case of our ideal Macedonian vision so vague,
so confused, so scattered, and so unreal, that it
can have little practical power over the conscience.
We submit, however, that there is a reality in this
picture which entirely eclipses and transcends its
ideality. Christ is real; His command to go dis-
ciple all nations is real; the existing needs of the
world are real. In truth, our ideal picture is more
real, and has in it more of the permanent and
substantial and incontrovertible power and press-
ure of existing facts than that vision of Paul itself.
In the one there is simply a shadowy man of Mace-
donia; in the other there is the ever-living Son of
God. In the one there is a voice from the realm of
dreams; in the other there is a command which
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has in it the authority of heaven, and transcends in
its reality all limitations of time and space. In the
one there is reference only to one geographical
locality, and the needs which are represented by
it; in the other there is a mighty cry of world-
wide need, which has in it all the urgency of that
Macedonian appeal intensified a thousandfold. If
God thought it worth while to voice that one ap-
peal of Macedonia in the ears of Paul, is it not
absolutely certain that He regards the appeal of
a dying world, in its cumulative volume and its
rising intensity, worth voicing in the ears of the
Christian Church in this favored age of her pros-
perity and power, with all the magnificent re-
sources of Christendom ready at hand, and with
the Spirit of God waiting to cobperate with grace
from on high?

The conclusion we reach, then, is that there is
a higher than a Macedonian vision before the eyes
of the Church to-day, and a louder than a Mace-
donian call sounding in her ears—a call which is
even more emphatic, more urgent, more incon-
trovertible, and more directly authoritative than
that addressed to Paul. If you are not convinced
of this, let me ask you to sit down and deliber-
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ately undertake to prove from the standpoint of
Christian faith, by the use of fair and candid argu-
ments, that this vision and this call of to-day do
not exist. If I am not mistaken, the effort will
only confirm you in the conviction that there is
a profound reality and a sublime authority in the
missionary obligation of to-day. I am sure any
loyal follower of the Master would arise from such
a study with a call of unmistakable clearness and
power ringing in his ears. It was Christ, after all,
who spoke to Paul in the person of that Mace-
donian caller; so it is Christ Himself who speaks
to us in the call of to-day. He not only calls but
He commands; He not only commands but He
calls.

I purpose now to try and give a certain veri-
similitude to these thoughts, by endeavoring to
voice in your hearing some of these Macedonian
appeals of to-day, and I purpose to consider them
as addressed to us personally, as the disciples of
the living Lord, in whose name they come, and
who gives them their authority. To whom are
they addressed, if not to the followers and servants
of Him who died for the world? They cannot
be considered as addressed to the heathen them-
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selves, or to sceptics and infidels and men of the
world. They are, then, addressed to us, as assur-
edly as if they were in the form of a direct personal
appeal to each heart. These messages I believe
to be real and genuine, not fictitious or imagina-
tive; they are weighty with high authority, and
have behind them that noble and regnant person-
ality before which we all bow. I have not manu-
factured these messages; I simply transmit them.
Let us hear them:

Here is, as it were, a telegram from distant
JAPAN. What is the purport of the message?
It is supposed to come to us from Japan itself,
and is signed and sealed by Japanese, whose ap-
peal it voices. This is what they say to us:

We are a nation which has come to the front
within a generation. Our traditions indicate that
we are of Mongolian extraction and came from
the mainland of Asia at a remote date before the
Christian era. Our historical records are volu-
minous: one single work upon Japanese history
extends to over a hundred volumes. Our govern-
ment is the oldest on the face of the earth: our
present emperor belongs to a reigning family
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which has occupied the throne for twenty-four
centuries; he is the one hundred and twenty-
second in a direct line of sovereigns, From the
sixth century before Christ until the year 1142
after Christ Japan was ruled by one emperor at a
time. A military revolution at that date resulted
in a dual supremacy of a spiritual and a civil ruler,
named respectively the Mikado and the Tycoon.
Our Mikado was but the invisible phantom of a
ruler, living in absolute seclusion, while the Ty-
coon was our executive and visible sovereign. In
1868 this dual sovereignty came to an end in a
revolution which brought the Mikado to the throne
as sole ruler of Japan, and gave him both his spir-
itual and his temporal supremacy. Since then a
series of silent and wonderful revolutions have
brought us in 1890 to representative government
lodged in an Imperial Parliament, and a Cabinet
under constitutional restrictions. An absolute
monarchy has passed, through a miraculous evo-
lution, into a representative system. Qur people
have arisen from practical serfdom to the franchise
by a somewhat turbulent but bloodless revolution
such as has never been known in the history of
the world. Liberty has been born among us al-
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most without a pang; our rights as citizens have
been guaranteed and secured with hardly a strug-
gle, and as a nation we are a child of this nine-
teenth century, freeborn to its light and privilege.
To be sure, our statesmanship is unsteady and our
political life full of surprises, and constitutional
government is yet in the region of experiment;
we are, however, in the school of experience, and
we hope that we shall prove apt pupils. Our
population is forty millions; our country extends
from north to south for a distance equal to that
between St. Paul and New Orleans, and east and
west as far as Denver from New York; and in
size we are about nineteen times as large as Mas-
sachusetts. We are in some respects exceptional
specimens of Orientals, with peculiar virtues and
marked faults. We are cleanly, courteous, kind-
hearted, industrious, honorable, and intensely pa-
triotic. Qur chief defects come under the head of
impurity, drunkenness, and untruthfulness, while
few of us are altogether free from debt. Our
land is picturesque and beautiful in its scenery,
full of natural charms, brilliant with flowers, and
sparkles with running water. It is, alas, in a
constant tremor, which often develops into terrible
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earthquakes. We occupy a front rank among
Oriental nations in the arts and sciences and the
pursuit of literature. We prophesy that in the
future one of the dreams of your own lovers of
artistic beauty and intellectual research will be a
sojourn in Japan.

Our religions have been Shintoism, a system
of mystical nature-worship combined with relig-
ious reverence for national heroes, and Buddhism,
which with us is especially atheistic, idolatrous,
and low in its moral standards, so much so that
we teach the Confucian system of morals to our
children. The famous Jesuit, Francis Xavier, with
his companions, brought Roman Catholicism to
Japan in 1549, but Papal Christianity was repelled,
and in less than a hundred years had disappeared
from our country. With the opening of our
country to intercourse with foreign nations, in
1856, by the expedition of Commodore Perry, a
new era began. The changes, political, social,
commercial, educational, literary, and religious,
which have come since then have been unprece-
dented in the history of any other nation. Twenty
years ago Japan had never issued a newspaper.
In Tokyo to-day there are 17 dailies with an
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issue of over 46,000,000 copies annually, and
there are 700 periodicals in the empire. Ele-
mentary education here is compulsory. There
are 34,101 elementary schools and over 3,000,000
pupils. An Imperial Edict, issued some years
ago, sounds the note of progress upon this line,
which is to-day ringing through Japan, in the fol-
lowing significant sentence: ‘It is intended that
henceforth education shall be so diffused that
there may not be a village with an ignorant family,
nor a family with an ignorant member.”

The one change, however, which in its signifi-
cance transcends them all, has been the entrance
of evangelical Christianity. As we read history
we see a great gulf fixed between heathen and
Christian nations. We find that heathenism has
never saved a nation and that Christianity has
never ruined one, and we find that heathenism
never gives way and loosens its grip upon a peo-
ple except the Gospel of Christ finds an entrance.
Japan is anxious for light and guidance in this
supreme matter of religion. She is one great
interrogation point as she looks toward Christen-
dom. We find much that seems to be conflicting
and uncertain in the religious and philosophical
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thought of western nations. Infidelity, material-
ism, unscriptural views of God and His relation
to the universe, conflicting opinions upon some of
the essential doctrines of revelation, and widely
different systems of Church organization—all seem
to be bidding for our allegiance. Huxley is here,
and Spencer; the Unitarians are here, and the
Papists, and the Greeks, and we seem to be in
a place where many currents of thought surge
against one another. Religious and philosophical
discussions fill the air, and we often meet together
in public places to consider these great themes for
many hours at a tithe. We need a calm, strong,
patient campaign on the part of the advocates of
a pure evangelical Christianity in the interest of
Scriptural truth, We need the visits of your best
Christian teachers, men of intellectual vigor and
large, clear views of truth (as Professor Ladd, of
Yale University, who has recently becen here),
who will guide us and help us in these high
themes. We need Christian journalism and the
best religious literature of the age. We want
your best facilities in education and your latest
devices for University Extension, such as Sum-
mer Schools of philosophy and theology, and
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Chautauquan organizations, and Northfield con-
ferences. Our best young men are being trained
largely under missionary auspices. We are form-
ing our creeds, and organizing our churches, and
shaping our ecclesiastical future, as you already
see it coming to the front, in what we call the
Church of Christ in Japan, which has recently
applied for admission to the Alliance of the
Reformed Churches Holding the Presbyterian
System. Our young men are demonstrating their
ability to take their places as the leaders and con-
trollers of the great institutions that are growing
so rapidly among us. The lamented Neesima
was the president of the Doshisha University, and
Kozaki is his successor. Ibuka is the president
of the Meiji Gakuin. Our churches are almost
entirely in the hands of native pastors. We are
independent and ambitious, and often inclined to
cry, ““ Japan for the Japanese,” but we know the
worth of friends, and in our sober moments we
know we cannot spare you yet. We claim liberty
of thought, but our strong desire is to base all
our opinions and all our organized religious life
upon the Word of God, and to draw our inspira-
tion from the pure Gospel of Christ.
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The record of Christian missions in Japan is the
marvel of modern Church history. Your mission-
aries came among us in 1859. After five years of
labor God gave them one convert; after twelve
years there were ten. The first evangelical Church
was organized in 1872, and consisted of eleven
members. In 1892 we report twenty-seven evan-
gelical societies doing mission work in our country.
There are, including ladies, 604 foreign missionaries
here; there are 365 churches, and a total adult
membership of 35,534, of whom 3,718 were admit-
tedin 1891, and 3,731 in 1892. Wehave 233 native
ordained ministers and 359 theological students,
besides 460 unordained preachers and helpers.
Our native contributions in 1891 for the support
of the Gospel amounted to $50,000. OQur relig-
ious statistics change so rapidly that although
they may be sent to America by the swiftest
steamers that cross the seas, they grow old and
out of date before they touch your shores. In
1868 Yokoi Héishiro was assassinated in Kyoto
as a martyr to his Christian faith; now the Do-
shisha is located there, with its §22 students, and
the martyr’s son is preaching the Gospel in Tokyo,
where there are 92 churches and chapels, 6000
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communicants, 25,000 Christians, and 10,000 stu-
dents in higher educational institutions, besides
30,000 pupils in schools. The Bible was given
to us in Japanese by your missionaries in 1888,
and its circulation, either entire or in portions,
amounted to 57,894 copies in 1891.

Do not think, however, that this astonishing
progress of Christianity among us has been
without its struggles, surprises, and reactions.
We have yet a stupendous conflict before us,
and amidst the intellectual unrest, the politi-
cal uncertainty, and the unparalleled spiritual
opportunities of our age, we need your help at
the present time in advancing the interests of
evangelical religion among us. Is not our land
an inviting field for the Church of Christ, if she
has the heart and purpose to win a nation for her
Master? If the Church of Christ will take ad-
vantage of this extraordinary opportunity, we can
safely pledge Japan to be the grandest trophy of
modern missions, and we can prophesy that we
shall be in God’s hands a chosen instrument for a
wide and fruitful missionary service throughout
all eastern Asia. We are sure to be the leading
Christian nation of the Orient, if we read our des-
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tiny aright. Already China is sending her young
men to our universities, and our Japanese churches
are planning their foreign missions. Take posses-
sion of our land in the name of Christ, and you
have the key to the Orient. Come over and help
JAPAN.

Swiftly following this telegram from Japan
comes a winged message from KOREA. This
is its purport:

We are, like the Japanese, of Mongolian origin.
Our compact little kingdom is in area about the
size of Italy, with a population of 12,000,000.
Our king is an absolute monarch, paying tribute
as a nominal vassal to the Emperor of China. We
are a homogeneous people, and our ethnic pecul-
iarities correspond to our geographical situation,
something between the Chinese and the Japanese.
We have always been exclusive, and have hidden
ourselves away from the great world, so much so
that we have been called the ‘“ Hermit Nation,”
Our country is picturesque and mountainous; the
soil is fertile, and there is immense wealth in our
mineral resources. Our language is unique, being
more flexible than the Japanese and less cumber-
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some than the Chinese. Although not the spoken
language of the country, Chinese is the language
of the court and of scholarship. OQOur present
ruler, although an absolute sovereign, acknowl-
edges the limitations of a written constitution, but
in practical matters his power is supreme. The
government is independent, except that China
claims the right of supervision in our foreign
policy, but we are surrounded by three nations,
China, Russia, and Japan, any one of which would
be glad to rule over us. In the fourth century of
the Christian era Buddhism was introduced by
missionaries from China. It was afterward sup-
planted by Confucianism, which is now more than
any other the professed faith of the upper and
middle classes, while but a remnant of Buddhism
is left in the land. About a century ago Roman
Catholicism was introduced, and in the absence
of any earnest religious faith among us, it seemed
to take root and gain headway, but was opposed
by bitter persecutions in which multitudes were
martyred. One of these bloody scenes took place
in 1839, and another in 1868, when it is estimated
that twenty-five thousand were killed. But Papal
Christianity still survives, and it is estimated that
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it has now fifty thousand adherents in Korea.
In 1882 a treaty was signed with the United
States, and we threw open several of our ports te
foreigners. Among them is Seoul, the royal capi-
tal, and its seaport, Chemulpo, also Fusan, in the
southeast, and Gensan, to the northeast. Our
entire country, however, may be said to be prac-
tically open to the entrance of foreigners.

The first approach of the Gospel to Korea was
from the north, in 1873, when Rev. John Ross, a
Scotch missionary in Manchuria, sought an en-
trance, and with the aid of a native Korean trans-
lated the New Testament into the language of
northern Korea, and later baptized a few converts.
He did not become, however, a resident missionary,
and it was not until 1884 that a permanent mission-
ary took up his residence in Korea, when Dr. H.
N. Allen, of the American Presbyterian Mission,
located at Seoul. In 1886 Rev. Dr. H. G. Under-
wood baptized the first convert in Seoul. In 1887
Presbyterian missionaries organized at Seoul the
first evangelical church, of twenty-three mem-
bers, and since then another church has been or-
ganized under the auspices of Methodist mission-
aries. The total membership in these churches
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is now one hundred and seventy-seven, and there
are many promising candidates seeking admis-
sion. Six Protestant missionary societies have
established missions in Korea, and at present we
have sixty-two resident missionaries, including
ladies. Fusan has just been occupied, and Gensan
will soon be a mission station also. A missionary
printing-press was introduced in 1887 ; a Korean
Dictionary was published in 1890 by Dr. Under-
wood ; and the translation of the Bible is now un-
der way. A Christian college should be the next
step in the march of progress. Korea is a land
open to mission work. The edict against the pro-
fession of Christianity is apparently a dead letter,
although, of course, there is a latent possibility of
its revival, if the spirit of persecution should arise.
Although our past reaches back into dim antig-
uity, yet we are a nation born in a day into the
light of this nineteenth century. We have
plodded through weary centuries, until in the
present generation we have emerged from our se-
clusion into contact with sister nations which are
the heirs of all the ages. We look to the Church
of Christ, and especially to Christian America, to
extend to us a helping hand and guide us into
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the paths of light. As we have been born in a
day into the sisterhood of nations, so may it
be our happy lot to be born in a day into the
brotherhood of Christianity. Come over and help
KOREA.

Following this Macedonian call from Korea
we have an important and weighty plea from
CHINA. Let us give ear to our brethren in that
distant empire. Here is the Chinese version of
the Macedonian call:

‘We speak on behalf not only of China proper
with its population of 386,000,000, but also on
behalf of the great Chinese Empire, including the
dependencies of Manchuria, Mongolia, Thibet, and
Turkestan, with a total population of 407,000,000.

If our message were signed by every soul in
China, and we should allow four signatures a
minute during twelve hours of the day, it would
have been necessary that the first name should
have been attached about the time that Colum-
bus discovered America; and the line formed of
the signers would have reached nearly six times
around the globe, or fifty times across your con-
tinent; and during the process of attaching the
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signatures, a number equal to three times the
population of the globe would have dropped out
of the ranks in death, and their places would have
been supplied by others. We were a nation be-
fore Rome was founded, and before Saul was
king in Israel. We are more than one fourth of the
human race; for every person in the United States
there are nearly seven in China. The populations
of Great Britain, Germany, France, Russia, and
the United States together equal only about three
fifths of the people of China. Thirty-three thou-
sand of us die every day—sufficient to bury New
York City in a month, and the entire population
of the United States in five years. Our country
with its dependencies is a third of Asia, and one
third larger than Europe. If placed over the
United States, it would extend two hundred and
forty miles into the Pacific Ocean and cover a
large part of the Gulf of Mexico. We have a
population equal to the United States in our
1700 walled cities, several of which have more
than 1,000,000 inhabitants. We have three thou-
sand miles of coast line, and rivers longer than
the Mississippi. Our rivers and canals, which are
loaded with commerce, make spacious highways
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through the land. Our language has forty thou-
sand characters; our literature is older than
Moses; our religion than the Jewish Tabernacle;
our poetry than that of Homer. Our public
works are of great magnitude and antiquity. Qur
mineral resources are immense; we have coal-
fields alone equal in size to the New England
and Middle States, with Ohio, Illinois, Indiana,
Michigan, and Wisconsin added. Our educa-
tional system is extensive, and our literati form a
large and distinguished portion of the population.
Our country was fully opened to intercourse with
western nations in 1860, and we have made con-
siderable progress in adopting the arts, sciences
and inventions of the West. Qur country has
become accessible by the swiftest steamers, and,
were we allowed to do so, we would soon turn
the Pacific Ocean into a Chinese ferry. Our for-
eign relations with the United States, especially
‘the Chinese Exclusion Bills, have filled our minds
with astonishment and perplexity, and now the
climax has come in the Geary Act of 1892,
which seems to us both unfair and unjust

So far as present treaties are concerned, the
Christian religion has its Magna Charta in the
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twenty-ninth article of the United States Treaty
with China, in which it is guaranteed that “ those
who quietly profess and teach the doctrines of
Christianity shall not be harassed or persecuted on
account of their faith.” This applies to the foreign
missionary and also his Chinese converts, since
in either case neither the native nor the foreign
Christian is to be interfered with or molested in
peaceably teaching and practicing the principles
of Christianity. We cannot deny that a strong
feeling against foreigners exists throughout large
portions of the empire, having its storm-center in
the fanatical province of Hunan, from whence the
vile literature urging a crusade against foreigners
usually comes. Our country is wide and vast,
and it is extremely difficult for a central govern-
ment to control a spirit so subtle and intangible
as the anti-foreign sentiment, but we have rea-
son to believe that strenuous and serious efforts
will be made on the part of the authorities to
check all excesses. We have not as yet fol-
lowed the example of America and passed our
Exclusion Bill against innocent and inoffensive
foreigners living among us; nor have we opened
as yet our international rogues’ gallery where
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we impale our foreign guests on the point of
the camera.

We have three great religions among us: two
of them Chinese in origin, and the third an exotic
from India. Our Chinese religions are Confucian-
ism and Taoism; both of which originated about
the sixth century B.c. Confucius was a historic
person, a moral sage, a prophet of reason. He
made no claims to divinity, but was a human
teacher of what is due between man and man.
Confucianism is a religion without a revelation, a
worship practically without a God, a code of mor-
als without an ultimate personal authority. The
system finds its springs in earthly and temporal
relations, rather than in reverent worship of the
living God. It exalts the parental relation into a
system of worship extending even to remote an-
cestors. Its realm of moral duty includes human
government, social manners, practical precepts,
and religious formalism. Its moralities have
reference almost exclusively to what is due {from
inferiors to superiors, and in this connection it
teaches, as one of its precepts, “ What you would
not have others do to you, do not to them.” But
it fails to reach the Gospel standard that we should
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return good for evil. Its code of precepts has to
do with the moral etiquette of the state and the
family, and reaches out into the realm of the
dead, requiring an elaborate worship of ancestors,
with its enormous expense and its burdensome
exactions. Confucianism seems to be the patri-
archal relation developed into a religion of vener-
ation for superiors, living or dead. It is a dei-
fication of man, and its natural result is to lift the
soul no higher than its own plane, while it gives
to human nature an irresponsible power which
opens an easy path to tyranny. There is in Con-
fucianism no supreme God, no soul-destroying
sin, no mediating sacrifice, no Saviour, no real
prayer, no inspiration to righteous living. Its
highest goal is, good order in the state, good
manners in the home, religious veneration of the
departed, while it leaves the immortal soul te
struggle with its sin, without a Saviour. Taoism
is simply the deification of material mysteries, and
its natural outcome is material idolatry. Bud-
dhism came to us from India. We find in it no
moral guidance in righteousness, no spiritual life
for the soul, and no uplifting worship. Our native
religions cannot save us, and we are the victims
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of superstition in a thousand fantastic and tyran-
nical forms. Sin reigns in China, and we need
Him who came to seek and to save that which
was lost. The Papal and Greek forms of Chris-
tianity have entered here, and both, especially
the former, are aggressive and gaining ground.
Evangelical missions came to us early in the
century, when, in 1807, Morrison took up his resi-
dence at Canton. The struggle to make headway
was a long and desperate one. After sixty years
there were about one hundred ordained mission-
aries in China, and three thousand communicants.
This was one ordained minister to every four mill-
ion people, which would be at the present time
equivalent to about fifteen Christian ministers
to the entire United States. Although missions
began early in the century, it was only in 1842
that the treaty ports were opened, and it was in
1860 that existing treaties were made, and not
until 1865 did missions begin to penetrate into
the interior. Our progress in the last twenty-
five years has been rapid. We have now 600
ordained missionaries, and, including ladies, 1500
foreign laborers in China, representing 42 differ-
ent societies. We have 250 ordained and 3000
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unordained native laborers, and 522 organized
churches. The work of medical missions among
us is extensive, as we have 61 hospitals and 44
dispensaries, in which 350,000 patients are treated
annually. We have 50,000 communicants, includ-
ing an addition during the past year of nearly
3000. There is a remarkable readiness in China
for the reception of Christianity. The faith of the
people in their superstitions and in their dumb
idols is wonderfully shaken. The Tai-ping re-
bellion showed us the folly of trusting in the help
of idols, since those who trusted in them were
everywhere defeated, and only foreign interfer-
ence saved our empire from destruction. Chris-
tianity has ministered to us in times of famine
and flood. We have been helped by those whom
we distrusted, and many of us have learned to
respect and love them. In one of those famine-
stricken districts a Buddhist temple was afterward
given by the people to the American missionaries
to be used as a Christian church. Our native
ministers and evangelists are many of them emi-
nently successful, and we hope for great results
through the labors of natives themselves who are
called of God to His service. Our great needs
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at present are a standard translation of the Word
of God to take the place of the confusing multi-
plicity of versions that have been prepared in
various parts of the empire, and also an earnest
missionary campaign throughout China without
delay. The recent conference at Shanghai, under
the guidance of the divine Spirit, took the prelim-
inary steps toward the preparation of three great
standard versions of the Bible: one in the High
Classical, or Wenli language, which is the uni-
versally written but unspoken language of the
empire ; another in Low Classical, or Easy Wenli,
for those who are unfamiliar with the higher clas-
sical tongue; and still another in the Mandarin,
or the great colloquial language of northern, west-
ern, and central China; and from these standard
versions other versions in various local dialects
can be made wherever the necessity exists. This
grand step forward in giving the Word of God
to China is one of the most important events in
the history of missions. And what shall we say
of the call for personal missionary work through-
out our vast empire? The China Inland Mission,
with its one hundred and three stations and over
five hundred resident missionaries in fourteen
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provinces of the empire, shows the possibilities of
missionary work in the interior; and the call of the
Shanghai Conference in 18go for one thousand
missionaries only fairly represents the immediate
demands of the work. Our converts have in-
creased of late years in something like a geomet-
rical ratio, so much so that in the past thirty-five
years they have multiplied at least two thousand-
fold; and at the same rate of increase for another
thirty-five years there will be in China twenty-six
million communicants and one hundred million
adherents. China is destined to be a land of Pen-
tecosts. She needs only the religion of Christ to
become one of the dominant powers of the earth.
As yet we have only the first sheaf of the harvest.
It is truly an “ age on ages telling ” in China, and
the Church of Christ has an opportunity here such
as has never been opened to her in the history of
our Redeemer’s kingdom. Come over and help
CHINA.

Far to the east of China, dotting the vast waters
of the ocean, are the ISLANDS OF THE PACIFIC.
They, too, send us a Macedonian message. Let
us listen to this appeal from the waiting isles:
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Recent geographers have given to our island
world of the Pacific the general name of Oceania,
and this is subdivided into Malaysia in the north-
west, and Australasia to the southward, and Poly-
nesia to the eastward, with a still further sub-
division of the central groups north and south of
the equator into Micronesia on the north and
Melanesia on the south. Where we came from
we do not know, but it must have been from the
continent of Asia, probably from both Malayan
and Caucasian origins. We are the lost sheep of
the human race. Isolated in our island homes,
we have been the prey of barbarism and canni-
balism and cruel strife for centuries. Our islands
vary in size from a vast continent to a tiny speck
on the bosom of the pathless seas. New Guinea
is larger than France, and Borneo is only a trifle
smaller. Sumatra is a thousand miles long, and
as large as Great Britain. Our climate for the
most part is balmy, and bright with perpetual
summer. Nature has enriched us with some of
her choicest treasures, but our human hearts are
in poverty and our human lives have fallen into
the lowest depths of superstition and ignorance
and misery. Only within the century have we
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been taught of God, and from island to island the
tidings have spread. If the “feet of those who
bring good tidings” are “ beautiful upon the
mountains,” they are no less beautiful upon the
seas. The tidings of salvation have come to us
as upon the wings of the wind, and the white
sails of the *“ Morning Stars,” the * Daysprings,”’
the “ Southern Crosses,” and the ““ Ellengowans,”
have been hailed with delight, and to some of us
the missionary visit has been the crowning event
of the year. Ours is a wonderland of missions,
a land of transformations, of romance, of heroism,
of “ perils by land and by sea,” of patient faith,
of arduous toil, of noble sacrifices, of heroic mar-
tyrdoms, of unparalleled successes, and gracious
victories that must have rung through heaven.
Under the cocoa-trees, in the perpetual summer
of lonely islands, are graves which the Christian
Church might delight to honor as monuments of
the sweetest heroism and the truest loyalty and
the most unselfish service to which the Church
can point in modern history. The dim obscurity
and deep loneliness of our isolation have hidden
away from the knowledge of the world the Chris-
tian life which has sprung up among us in this
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nineteenth century, until these isles of the Pacific,
like the catacombs of Rome, have sheltered a
Church in exile, whose only channel of communi-
cation with fellow-Christians has been the secret
pathway of the waters, through which the herald
ships have passed with their messages of cheer
and hope, while in our ocean solitudes we have
often held our love-feasts far out of sight of the
busy world. From north to south through the
midst of our islands runs the 18oth parallel of
longitude, where the world’s day nominally be-
gins; but to us has dawned a brighter day of
Gospel light and sunny hope.

The first messenger of modern missions came
to us just before the century, when the Lon-
don Missionary Society landed its first mission-
aries in Tahiti in 1797, and since then the work
has developed in two great divisions, that north
of the equator, largely in the hands of Ameri-
can missionaries, and that south of the equa-
tor, in the hands of English and Europeans,
making a total of fifteen missionary societies
which have entered the Pacific. In the north
the main centers are the Sandwich, the Gilbert,
the Marshall, and the Caroline groups; in the
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south the main centers are the Marquesas, the
Society, the Hervey, the Samoan, the Fiji, the
Loyalty, and the New Hebrides groups, with the
large single islands of New Guinea and Borneo
and those of the Indian Archipelago. Some of
the most conspicuous and transforming victories
which the Gospel has ever achieved have been
won among our people. The Sandwich Islands
on the north and the Fiji Islands on the south are
examples of what God’s grace has accomplished
among us.

Our entire island world includes about thirty-
eight clusters or groups, varying in number
from four separate islands, as in the Loyalty
group, to four hundred, as in the Philippine,
and included within the whole circumference of
our watery realm there are not less than two
thousand inhabited islands, with a total popula-
tion estimated at ten millions. Of these distinct
groups twenty-seven are already under the pro-
tection or control of civilized governments, besides
seven separate islands. Evangelical missionary
societies have occupied fifteen of these groups,
having in all 2260 stations where mission work
is conducted. In connection with these various
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missions many of our languages have been re-
duced to writing and made a medium of com-
munication through printing, and the Word of
God has been translated entire into nine of these,
and in part into thirty-three. We have 1369
churches, served by 1200 native pastors, and in
addition to these there are 9074 unordained
native helpers engaged in the service. The total
of communicants in these churches is 58,000, and
the total of professed adherents of Christianity in
the Pacific Islands is 225,000.

There are fourteen groups of islands which may
be said to be practically Christianized, as the Sand-
wich, Marquesas, Fiji, Gilbert, Ellice, Caroline, Sa-
moan, Friendly, Hervey, Loyalty, Tokelau, Aus-
tral, New Hebrides, and Society, besides numerous
separate islands, making a total of three hundred
and five distinct islands where Christianity may
be said to be the religion of almost every house-
hold. In addition, there are other groups that are
partially Christianized, as the Banks, the Solomon,
and the Santa Cruz Islands. Hundreds of native
missionaries have been educated and trained in
institutions like the model Samoan Missionary
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Seminary at Malua, and St. Barnabas College on
Norfolk Island, and the Training Institution at
Fiji, with its one hundred and nine candidates
for the ministry. At the latter school, when
an appeal was recently made for fifteen helpers
to enter upon missionary service in New Guinea,
fifteen hundred miles away, and a service of great
peril and hardship, there were forty volunteers
offered themselves at once. It has been a bright
feature of Christian life among us that it has been
missionary in its spirit, and our native mission-
aries have been largely instrumental in carrying
the Gospel to other islands. The work in New
Guinea and in the Samoan group and in Microne-
sia has been largely through native instrumental-
ities. 'We have 2398 mission schools, attended
by 68,000 pupils, and our churches contribute
annually over $72,000 to help on the progress of
the kingdom. The Samoan Islands sent in 1890
an offering of $9oco to the London Missionary
Society, and have given an average of $600a
annually to the same society for the past twenty
years.

Christian missions among us have been at
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tended with enormous difficulties and ever-
threatening perils. Already Williams, Harris,
George Gordon and his wife, James Gordon,
McNair, Patteson, and Atkins, eight devoted
missionaries, besides hundreds of faithful native
laborers, have yielded up their lives in martyr-
dom. They have received an earthly as well as
a heavenly crown in the erection of Christian
churches upon the very soil which was stained
with their blood, and in Gospel triumphs like that
recorded upon the memorial tablet of Geddie, at
Aneityum, with the glorious legend: “ When he
landed here in 1848, there were no Christians;
and when he left here in 18%2, there were no
heathens.” There have been single missionaries,
like Titus Coan, who have baptized with their
own hands about 15,000 converts, and in one
single day 1705. We have given this record in
detail that the Church of Christ may be stimu-
lated and encouraged to continue this work, which
has been so fruitful and so manifestly blessed of
God in the past. Of the total of 2000 islands,
only some 350 have been as yet touched, even in
part, by the power of the Gospel, and there re-
main 1650 still waiting for the tidings of a Saviour,
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with a population of not less than 9,000,000 still
unevangelized. While Christendom has its ninety-
and-nine safe within the fold of light and knowl-
edge, think of the lost sheep of this distant realm
of darkness and danger. Come over and help the
ISLES OF THE PACIFIC.

Let us turn now from the isles of the Pacific
and listen to an urgent summons from SIAM
and BURMA—Ilands that are comparatively little
known, but which have already been the scene of
notable progress in mission work. These coun-
tries, which are geographically contiguous, form-
ing the bulk of a great Indo-Chinese peninsula
which extends toward the south between China
on the northeast and India on the northwest, are
little visited by travelers, but together they repre-
sent a population of 15,000,000, among whom the
Gospel has won some conspicuous victories. They
voice their appeal to us as follows:

We are a collection of nationalities and races
with innumerable tribal subdivisions. Our lan-
guages, however, are not many, and seem to have
much in common. Our religion is chiefly Bud-
dhism and Demon Worship. The caste system,
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however, is not found among us, and we consider
ourselves higher in the scale of civilization, espe-
cially in our treatment of woman, than many of
our Oriental neighbors. The interior tribes in-
habiting the mountainous regions are wild and
warlike races, yet display a singular readiness to
welcome Christian instruction. The Laos tribes
in the north of Siam, and the Karens in Burma,
have received the Gospel seed as into good ground,
and have yielded a generous harvest.

Christian missionaries entered Burma early in
the century. Judson, who arrived in 1813, bap-
tized the first convert after six years. In 1834
he completed the translation of the Bible into
Burmese, and flourishing missions of the American
Baptist Union have been long established, with
at present 23 stations, 139 missionaties, 610 na-
tive preachers, 550 churches, and 30,253 commu-
nicants, of whom 1936 were received in 1891.
Mission schools number 500, with 11,000 pupils.
Six other societies have also entered Burma. In
Assam also there are 7 stations, with 33 mission-
aries, and a church-membership of 2400. Arn
encouraging feature of our work is that native
evangelists, especially among the Karens, are our
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most successful workers. The Karen Bible was
completed in 1853, and still another translation in
a different dialect in 1883, so that the entire Word
of God is in circulation among all the Karens of
Burma. In 1878 a jubilee celebration was ob-
served, fifty years after the baptism of the first
Karen convert, Ko-Tha-byu. It was found at
that time that the membership of the Karen
churches was over 20,000.

In Siam the Gospel is making rapid progress
among the Laos tribes, and our appeal for help
is most earnest and importunate. The American
Presbyterians have here a most encouraging mis-
sion, and an open door into southwestern China.
Christian missions in Siam are regarded with favor
and treated with unusual courtesy and generosity
by the king and his govetnment. In 1878 a
proclamation of religious liberty for the Laos was
made by the King of Siam. The Bible is already
in the Siamese language, and the material facilities
are now sufficiently advanced to give the hope of
its early translation and distribution in the Laos
tongue, in which the Gospel of Matthew is already
issued. Our past history is a promise of great
and fruitful results, if Christian missions will come
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to the help of this distant land, hidden away in
the depths of comparatively unknown Asia.
Come over and help SiAM and BURMA.

We lay aside the message from Farther India
and Siam and open another from the teeming
realm of INDIA. What myriads of voices mingle
in this appeal of India, which is said to contain
more distinct and separate nations than Europe.
It is a country whose greatest length from north
to south and its greatest width from east to west
are equal, and in either case measure about 19oo
miles. Its area is as large as all Europe, includ-
ing Russia. Its total population, including that
of the British provinces and native states, is 287,-
000,000, and has increased 33,000,000 in ten
years, according to the census of 1891I.

It has, therefore, twice the population of the
two Americas, North and South, with 40,000,000
to spare. The single province of Bengal has more
people than the United States. Two of its lan-
guages, the Hindustani and the Bengali, are
spoken by more people than inhabit the two
American continents. One of its religions, the
Hindu, is professed by more than three times the
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population of the United States, and another, the
Mohammedan, by a number nearly equal to the
population of our country. The recent census
was taken in 17 different languages, and there
were 950,000 enumerators. The average popula-
tion per square mile for all India, including Bur-
ma, is 184, and in some sections, as in Bengal,
it reaches 460, while the average population of
the United States is 17.9 to the square mile. The
danger of famine is constant, and the ravages of
disease are frightful. There are 500,000 lepers,
while 417,000 die annually of cholera, and 3,500,-
ooo of fever. In the official returns for 1891, it
was reported that 24,841 people in British India
were killed by wild animals during that year, of
whom 22,134 died from the bite of snakes. Three
fifths of India are under direct British rule, while
the remaining two fifths, consisting of 460 native
feudatory states, are in vassalage to the British
government. The Portuguese and French have
small settlements scattered about upon the sea-
coast.

The original inhabitants of India were Tura-
nian, and at a distant period, at least ten, and
perhaps fifteen, hundred years before the Chris-
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tian era, there was a great Aryan invasion which
dominated the history of India until about 1000
A.D., when the Mohammedan invaders after re-
peated efforts gained the ascendency. The Mo-
gul power was established in 1526 and held
sway until, in 1757, by the victory of Plassey,
under Lord Clive, the British rule was begun and
the mighty Indian Empire of Great Britain was
founded. One hundred years later, in 1857, at
the time of the mutiny, the Indian Empire was
firmly established, and came fully under the power
of the British Crown and Parliament. The prov-
idence of God is wonderfully revealed in all this,
and it is a blessing beyond compare to a country
like India, so liable to be torn by civil strife and
overrun by tyranny, to have the strong, firm, and
just rule of the British government exercising its
benign sway over these vast, restless, and turbulent
races. The outlook for the future is that all things
are now ready for India to become a Christian
empire, and it is a reasonable hope that not many
generations will pass before we shall see marvel-
ous and startling changes in this land. Already
the native Protestant Christians of India, Burma,
and Ceylon number 671,285, a number which may
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safely be regarded as fully equal to the total
number of Christians in the Roman Empire at the
end of the first century of the Christian era. Let
us listen now to the resistless plea of India, which
comes to us as follows:

We are the children of Providence, and God
has reached out His hand to help us in wondrous
ways during the past century. He has put an
end to cruel customs, and has alleviated many of
the awful miseries that afflicted us. We have a
government which assures peace and administers
justice, and which, although it is not free from
painful failures in the past and strange insensibility
to some pressing evils, is yet an immense boon to
our country, and life and property are now as safe
in India as in any Christian land. Our material
progress is full of the spirit of Western civilization.
Our postal facilities are admirable, by which 320,-
000,000 letters and newspapers are transmitted in
a year; and our telegraphic system is equally
good, with 37,000 miles of wire, by which are
transmitted 3,500,000 messages a year; and there
are already 18,000 miles of railway in operation, by
which 120,000,000 passengers are carried annu-
ally. Society is being revolutionized, and already



100 FOREIGN MISSIONS AFTER A CENTURY.

a new moral and social tone is pervading it. Our
giant system of caste is receiving constantly in-
numerable blows from every direction, especially
from the silent and vigorous influence which
general education exerts in breaking down its
barriers. The government has conferred an im-
perial benefit upon us in the system of national
education, established in 1854. We have 130,000
educational institutions of all grades under govern-
ment auspices, attended by 3,700,000 pupils, and
there are at present in India more than 14,000,-
o000 readers, and the educated classes who have
been through our higher institutions are almost
without exception familiar with English.

Our religious life is many-sided, and enters into
all the phases of our social system. We have pan-
theism and mystical philosophy for Brahmans, and
we have idolatry and gross ceremonialism for those
of lower religious instincts. Hinduism has a won-
derful flexibility and capacity to adjust itself to
all classes of society, and as a religion it does not
trouble itself with the sins of men, but rather with
their external observance of superstitious rites and
ceremonies. Itabsorbs and assimilates the mighty
system of caste, and at the same time uses it as a
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facile instrument for its own ends. Modern Hin-
duism is a lapse into grosser forms of idolatry and
into deeper depths of superstition than those
which characterized the earlier and purer forms
of Brahmanism. The Hindu of to-day is a wor-
shiper of false gods, a slave to gross superstitions,
a Pharisee of the Pharisees in ceremonialism, and
is seeking to work out his own salvation by meth-
ods which are both degrading and puerile. While
the Hindu faith is held by nearly three fourths of
the people of India, yet there is still an immense
following to Islam, numbering in all over 57,000,-
000. There are besides #7,000,000 Buddhists and
over 11,000,000 divided up among smaller sects,
and among them is a remnant of the Parsees,
numbering about 90,000. Among all this variety
there are 2,284,380 recognized as Christians, but
of this number only 559,661 are enrolled as Prot-
estants. If we include also Burma and Ceylon
the number will be 671,285.

Protestant missions in India were permanently
established when Carey, as a representative of the
Baptist Missionary Society, arrived in 1793, al-
though as early as 1705 Ziegenbalg and Plutschau
were here as the representatives of a Danish mis-
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sion. Carey and his friends with difficulty secured
a footing, owing to the opposition of the English
authorities. The London Missionary Society be-
gan its work at Madras in 1805, and the Church
Missionary Society sent Henry Martyn in 1807.
Judson and Newell arrived in 1812, although a
year later Judson went to Burma. The Wesleyan
Missionary Society of England entered in 1813.
In 1830 the Scottish Presbyterian Church sent
Alexander Duff to be the leader in the great ed-
ucational movement in India. In 1833 the Pres-
byterian Church of the United States of America
sent her missionaries Lowrie and Reed. The
American Methodists entered in 1856. There
are at present 36 large missionary societies and
29 smaller organizations doing work in India,
making a total of 65 agencies.

The progress of Protestant missions during the
century has been such as to kindle the largest
hopes of wonderful changes in the near future.
If we compare the statistics of 1851 with those of
1890 we can note astonishing growth covering
the period named. Foreign ordained missionaries
have increased from 339 to 85%; native ordained
preachers from 21 to 797; native lay-preachers
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from 493 to 3491 ; lady foreign missionaries from
none in I85I to 711, and native female evangel-
ists from none in 1851 to 3278. These last sig-
nificant figures indicate the rapid growth of zenana
missions, that new and powerful agency which
has so recently taken a front rank among the mis-
sionary forces of India. In 1881 there were 7522
zenanas visited, and 40,513 in 18go. In 1881
the zenana pupils were 9132, and in 1890 the
number had increased to 32,659. Protestant mis-
sions have given special attention to educational
agencies in India. There are at present 81 theo-
logical and’ training schools, with 1584 pupils.
Mission schools of all societies number 6737, and
their pupils 238,171. The work of medical mis-
sions was not begun until 1867, and at present
there are g% foreign medical missionaries and 168
native, with 166 hospitals and dispensaries. The
native Protestant communicants in 1851 were
14,661, and 182,722 in 189o. The Protestant
adherents in 1851 were 91,092, and 559,661 in
18go.

How inadequately these figures represent the
changes of the century! Christianity has entered
India as a living religion, and its leaven is work-



104 FOREIGN MISSIONS AFTER 4 CENTURY.

ing among her vast population, until, in 1892,
there are indications of deep upheavals and great
mass movements toward its acceptance. The
higher castes are intellectually and spiritually rest-
less, and are seeking by such compromises as the
Brahmo Somaj and the Arya Somaj to establish
a modus vivendi between Brahmanic philosophy
and Christian revelation. The Gospel has found
a larger and more effective entrance among the
lower castes, and is silently reaching down to
those strata of society which are below the caste
line. Unless all signs fail, India is being prepared
for Pentecostal scenes. The American Methodist
missions report 25,000 conversions during 1892,
and thousands more are pressing on into the
kingdom. The average reported by the Meth-
odists of 1200 conversions per month for the last
two years seems a wonder of divine grace, and
yet if it should become 12,000 a month, it would
require even at that rate two thousand years for
the conversion of India. Even a million converts
a year would mean nearly three hundred years
before India was won for Christ. Surely the
King’s business requireth haste. The rapid de-
velopment of the native agencies of India is a
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conspicuous sign of the coming of the kingdom.
The great empire will soon be in the hands of
native Christian converts, whom God will use for
the evangelization of India, and for missions into
neighboring lands. Native Indian missionaries
will soon represent a native Indian Church in
a foreign missionary campaign. Qur appeal is
backed by a marvelous century which has now
just closed, and it is emphasized by the magnifi-
cent promise of the coming century which has
now just opened. In the name of these vast and
needy millions we call to the Church of Christ:
Come over and help INDIA.

Leaving India and going toward the west, the
vast continent of AFRICA is before us. It seems
to fill the vision, and overwhelm the mind, and
awaken a feeling of awe, mingled with yearning
zeal, in a heart inspired by the spirit of missions.
We try to picture its colossal proportions of 11,-
500,000 square miles, noting that it is more than
three times as large as Europe, and that all of
North America and Europe together would not
occupy the same space. Then its teeming pop-
ulation, equal to nearly one seventh of the hu-
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man race, roughly estimated from 160,000,000 to
200,000,000, adds a picturesque and at the same
time an affecting interest to the scene. Africa
has waited long for its day of visitation. It has
been like a submerged continent for centuries,
and only of late has it loomed up before the eyes
of the world and fixed at once the united gaze
of statesmen, explorers, scientists, historians, mer-
chants, and Christian philanthropists. It isa new
world for the nineteenth century to conquer.
More has been learned of Africa in the past fifty
years than has been known before since the
Creation. The world has been both entranced
and appalled as its enormous interior populations
have come to light, and its natural mysteries have
been disclosed, its gigantic problems revealed, its
colossal woes uncovered, its piteous story of suf-
fering and wrong recited, and the irresistible ap-
peal of a sorrow-stricken, world-forgotten conti-
nent has been unfolded in current literature. A
startling emphasis is also given to this story of
African wrong when we find that even the con-
temporary relations of civilization to Africa are
not free from new perils; that while philan-
thropy has been slowly awakening to the urgency
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of its duty and the grandeur of its opportunity,
human greed has been shipping its rum and its
weapons of destruction to the untold injury of
Africa, while the inhuman cruelties of the slave-
trade have not as yet been suppressed.

The story of African exploration in its early
and primitive period reaches back to the fifteenth
century, when the Portuguese made some efforts
upon the West and East Coasts and ventured
somewhat into the interior. The Dutch in the
seventeenth century obtained their footing in
South Africa. In the years 1768-73 James
Bruce, the first modern explorer of the interior of
Africa, made his venturesome journey, and has
been known since as the discoverer of the Blue
Nile. It was in 1795, however, just about the
time that Carey was establishing his mission in
India, when the past century of modern missions
began, that systematic exploration was under-
taken. In this same year Mungo Park made his
first journey, lasting two and a half years, and in
1803 he undertook a second journey, which re-
sulted in his death. As late as 1851 the presi-
dent of the Royal Geographical Society said, “All
beyond the coast of Central and Southern Africa is
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still a blank in our maps.” Among the earliest of
modern explorers were Krapf and Rebmann, two
missionaries of the Church Missionary Society,
who made their entrance upon the East Coast in
1844. In 1849 David Livingstone began his ex-
plorations, extending over a period of twenty-four
years. He died in 1873 at Ilala, on the south
shore of Lake Bangweolo. His heart was buried
under a trée near by, but his body was removed
to England and interred in Westminster Abbey.
The Royal Geographical Society of England has
recently placed a memorial tablet of bronze on
the tree near which he died, with the inscrip-
tion: “Livingstone died here, Ilala, May 1st,
1873.” Other distinguished explorers since Liv-
ingstone were Burton, Speke, and Grant (1857-62),
Baker (1863-63), Schweinfurth (1868-71), Stan-
ley (1871-90), Cameron (1873-75), and Thomson
(1884). Recent years have only added to the
efforts at exploration, so that at the present time
there are at least fifteen exploring parties con-
ducting operations in Africa, and every European
government which has its protectorate or sphere
of influence is desirous of discovering as soon as
possible every unexplored mystery and unknown
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possibility of its new possessions. There are still
vast regions in Central Africa, north of the Congo
Free State, about which little is known.

A language map of Africa has recently been
constructed, chiefly through Dr. R. N. Cust, who
has made careful and learned researches into
the modern languages of Africa. It divides the
people into six linguistic groups—the Hamitic,
in North Africa; the Semitic, including those in
North Africa and along the valley of the Nile,
using in the main the Arabic language and iden-
tified with Mohammedanism ; the Nuba Fulah, in
the Eastern Soudan; the Negro, in West and
North Central Africa, with 195 distinct languages
and 49 dialects; the Bantu, south of the equator,
with 168 languages and 535 dialects, as far as at
present known; and the Hottentots, in the south-
ern extremity of the continent, the lowest in the
scale of civilization. The total of languages rep-
resented in these linguistic divisions is 438, with
153 separate dialects. The Bible has been trans-
lated wholly into 13 of these African languages
and dialects, and the New Testament entire into
10 additional languages, while portions of the
Bible are in 43 others, making a total of 66 lan-
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guages and dialects which have been made a
medium of Scripture truth.

The religions of Africa are not in the main at-
tended with idolatry such as prevails in India,
but may rather be classed under the general name
of fetichism. A fetich is some material thing
which is supposed to contain a spirit, and this
spirit, either for good or evil, possesses supernat-
ural powers. Almost anything may be a fetich,
and in that case must be regarded with the rev-
erence and superstitious fear with which the ig-
norant regard demons and evil spirits. The
result is that the great mass of the people of
Africa are the victims of innumerable supersti-
tions, and the only religious life they know is one
of bondage to the cruel and relentless exactions
of barbarous custom, or to the malicious caprice
of the evil spirits which are supposed to inhabit
the material things with which men are sur-
rounded, which they therefore regard with su-
perstitious fear, and to which they continually
offer their religious sacrifices. Fetichism is not
always unaccompanied by idolatry, but as a rule
idols are not used. Mohammedanism has a large
following in the north of Africa, and in the Sou-
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dan, East and West. It is also found on the
East and West Coasts. It is difficult to form
an accurate estimate of the number of Moham-
medans. It has prevailed in the sections of Africa
mentioned since the Mohammedan invasion of the
seventh century, and it is possible that at the
present time one fourth of the population of the
continent may be ranked as Moslems. As regards
some aspects of external civilization, the African
Mohammedan may be considered as the superior
of the fetich worshiper, and when the faith in one
God is intelligently held as a matter of conviction,
a manifest advance has been made into the realm
of higher religious truth; but, after all, measured
by the moral and spiritual standards of the Bible,
there is little, if any, difference between the prac-
tical religious life of an African Mohammedan and
an African pagan. Both are far out of touch
with a holy God and the Gospel standards of
righteousness which He has given us. The
Christians in Africa number about three and a
half millions, one half of whom are Copts and
Abyssinians. The remainder may be divided
between Roman Catholics and Protestants. There
are nearly a million Jews, mostly on the shores of
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the Mediterranean, and about 250,000 Hindus,
chiefly on the East Coast.

The recent partition of Africa among the Euro-
pean nations has been one of the foremost events
of the century, and has committed the statesman-
ship, civilization, and philanthropy of the lead-
ing nations of the world to the oversight and
development of the material and moral well-being
of Africa to an extent beyond the bounds of im-
agination a few years ago. Let us hope that the
higher interests of these vast and ignorant popu-
lations will become a special charge upon the
humanitarian sympathies and the Christian con-
sciences of these mighty nations which have ac-
cepted so impulsively the vast responsibilities
involved in these self-assumed protectorates.
In actual extent of territory France leads the list,
having 2,902,624 square miles under her super-
vision, to which Dahomey has been recently
added, completing her supremacy over almost
the entire western section of the northern half of
Africa. As regards population, however, Great
Britain, with a protectorate of 2,570,926 square
miles, is immensely in advance of all other nations.
Germany follows, with 866,000 square miles, Por-
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tugal, with 735,304, and Italy, with 602,000.
Spain has her possessions mostly in islands off
the West Coast, with an area of 243,877 square
miles. Then there are countries tributary, as
Egypt and Tripoli to Turkey, and independent, as
Motocco in the north, some of the Soudan States
in the interior, the South African Republic, the
Orange River Free State, Swaziland in the south,
and Liberia in the west. Not the least re-
markable among the recent political changes in
Africa is the creation by an International Confer-
ence at Berlin, in 1885, of the Congo Free State,
which was placed under the personal sovereignty
of the King of the Belgians. In 1889 the king
by will bequeathed to Belgium all his sovereign
rights in the State, and at a convention held July
3, 1890, between representatives of Belgium and
the Congo Free State, the right of annexing the
latter was reserved to Belgium after a period of
ten years.

Missionary work in Africa has developed rap-
idly within a generation. The Moravians, who
entered Africa on the West Coast as early as
1736, were the pioneers, but were obliged to give
up the struggle on account of the deadly climate
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of that region. They entered South Africa in
1737, but were bitterly opposed and practically
expelled by the Dutch. Subsequently, in 1792,
they renewed the effort, and have established
permanent and useful missions. The great mis-
sionary siege of the African continent has been
entered upon by all the leading missionary so-
cieties of the wotld. The London Missionary
Society established itself in Africa as early as
1798, and was followed by the Church Mission-
ary Society in 1804, the Wesleyan in 1811, the
American Baptist Missionary Union in 1821, the
Basle Missionary Society in 182%, the Rhenish
and the French Evangelical Missions in 1829,
the American Presbyterians, Methodists, and Epis-
copalians and the American Board of Commis-
sioners in 1833, the Berlin in 1834, and since
then the English Baptists, the Free Church of Scot-
land, the Universities’ Mission to Central Africa,
the Scotch and American United Presbyterian
Churches, the Established Church of Scotland,
and many others have added their forces to the
advancing hosts. Among the recent develop-
ments in this noble campaign is the occupation of
Uganda by the Church Missionary Society, the
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opening up of mission work in the Congo Valley,
the new push of the Church Missionary Society
into the Soudan by way of the Upper Niger, and
the North African Mission among the Berbers.
The total result at present is represented by 42
missionary societies, 1000 stations, 1168 mission-
aries, and about 1,000,000 Protestant adherents,
of whom 101,212 are communicants. The Chris-
tian world has received no Macedonian call more
startling and pathetic than that which comes from
Africa. We listen with wonder and awe to the
voice of a continent which speaks to us as follows :

Our cry is out of the depths; we belong to the
submerged millions of the race; our existence
has been shrouded in darkness for centuries. A
whole continent of forgotten humanity has sud-
denly awakened to consciousness, and appeals to
the human brotherhood of favored nations for help
and hope, and a share in the blessings of heaven.
We have long dwelt in ignorance and misery, the
slaves of unhappy destiny, banished from the
world’s light, and strangers to the world’s civili-
zation. Within a generation we have found the
white man pressing in among our vast populations
for political and commercial ends, but not always
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to our own highest welfare. To the long and
dreadful chapter of wrong and éruelty which the
slave-trader has written in blood upon the quiver-
ing heart of Africa must now be added the sad
story of the introduction of intoxicants, which to
our amazement and sorrow have come to us from
lands of Christian light, although brought by the
hands of unchristian greed. We have wondered
if this new era would not bring us also our share
of those ““ good tidings of great joy which shall
be to all people.” Here and there around the
vast circle of our seacoasts there are already cen-
ters of light, which have moved inward at some
points as if to illumine the central darkness. But,
after all, these centers of light are few in compari-
son with our need, and the movements of Chris-
tianity in our behalf seem to be slow and inade-
quate. We are thankful for the lives and labors
of some of the world’s noblest missionaries. We
see in them, and in others who have come to
carry on their work, what Christianity can do for
man, and our own hearts yearn toward this far-off
ideal.

The brief history of Christian missions in Africa
has in it less of discouragement than would natu-
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rally be expected. We point to the trophies of
the Gospel in South Africa, where the vener-
ated Moffat labored, to our martyrs in Uganda,
to such fruitful institutions as Lovedale, and
the Gordon Memorial, and the Huguenot Semi-
nary_at Wellington, and to the results of evan-
gelistic and educational work in Egypt, Uganda,
Livingstonia, Transvaal, Madagascar, South Af-
rica, the Congo, Gaboon, and the valley of the
Niger. The London Missionary Society has
51,250 African names on its church rolls; the
Wesleyan Missionary Society, 18,000; the Berlin
Missionary Society, 11,456; the Church Mission-
ary Society, 8700; the Paris Evangelical Society,
9662; the TUnited Presbyterians, 3571; the
American Presbyterians at Gaboon, 1563; and
the American Board, 1300. A little handful of
101,000 have been redeemed in Africa, while
Christian missions have touched in all a million
of our people. Yet there is a tract in the interior
north of the Congo, as large as all Europe, with-
out a single missionary. The religion of Islam
has brought no blessing to Africa, and it can never
regenerate our people. Wherever it has made
for itself a pathway among us it is found to
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be associated with polygamy and slavery. The
former is an old curse of Africa, and the latter
has never been so cruel, so blighting, and so
bloody as by the hand of the Arab Mohammedan.

We hear that the discovery of America four
hundred years ago had in it the making of a na-
tion where civilization, freedom, and moral culture
have ripened and bloomed as never before in the
history of the world. We believe that this has
all happened under the inspiration of Christianity,
and now at the opening hour of our own era of
progress we pray for a mighty infusion at the
outset of Christian instruction and guidance, that
our own Columbian future may have in it the
power of that heaven-sent religion whose mission
it is to regenerate the world. As Columbus sailed
across the seas to America, so Livingstone and
Stanley and the noble missionaries of recent years
have trod the silent paths of the African forests,
and have brought to us the very Bible that is
enshrined in the modern history of Christendom.
We plead for the religion of Christ. Who like
us can plead from such depths of need? Who
can reveal such a pitiful past to give urgency to
the prayer? 'Who can show such present wrongs
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in the slave-trade and the traffic in rum, and such
new perils from the very presence of civilization,
as we who implore, not the worst, but the best
that you can give us?

Come over and help AFRICA.

From the great continent of Africa we turn to
the TURKISH EMPIRE, the heart of the Moham-
medan world. Since the Mohammedan conquest
in the seventh century Moslem power has been
predominant in western Asia, and since the es-
tablishment of Turkish supremacy in the thir-
teenth century these fair lands of the Levant
have been dominated by the Turkish government.
The rule of the Turks has brought no hope or in-
spiration to the subject Christian races, and the
haughty and fanatical Islamic spirit has been
a constant menace to the rights of Christian
populations, who have lived in abject deference
to the ruling Moslem power. The wide and
absolute supremacy of the Turk has been much
curtailed within the past half-century, and yet he
is still the civil and military ruler of the Christian
races of his empire, and claims, moreover, abso-
lute lordship over the consciences of his Moslem
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constituency. The progress of religious liberty
in Turkey has had a notable advance during the
past fifty years, and yet the results are rather
theoretical than practical, as the strong hand of
religious bigotry and military power still rests
upon every Moslem, and he accepts Christianity
only at his imminent personal peril. The Chris-
tian races of the empire have been expected sim-
ply to exist upon sufferance, and while their relig-
ion has been tolerated freely among themselves,
it was with the understanding that they should
not assert themselves or assume toward the gov-
ernment any other attitude than that of abject
humility and constructive non-existence.
Missionary enterprise entered Turkey in a quiet
and almost unnoticed way some seventy years
ago, when missionaries from the American Board
first landed at Smyrna in 1820 and in Pales-
tine in 1821. Since then slow but steady prog-
ress has been made, very largely under Amer-
ican auspices, until of late years magnificent
and inspiring results have developed, and the
Turkish Empire has been the scene of the par-
tial regeneration and revival of the old Chris-
tian races, who have caught the inspiration of
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the age from the missionaries, and under the
stimulus of education and the uplifting power of
biblical Christianity have become the leading
races of the empire. The Mohammedan popu-
lations have kept up the old Islamic spirit, cher-
ishing their haughty self-complacency, living in
an atmosphere of religious pride, and boasting of
their political ascendency. The Oriental Chris-
tian Churches, meanwhile, have been the scene
of one of the noblest and most substantial mis-
sionary triumphs of the past century. The Chris-
tian races of the Orient have responded quickly
and vigorously to the touch of a living Christianity.
Colleges and schools for both sexes have been
established. The Bible has been translated, and
a religious literature created. Churches have
been established, and generations of the young
have been trained in Bible knowledge. The re-
sult is that the Christian races are now leading in
the intellectual progress and modern development
of the empire, to the dismay and chagrin of the
Moslem element.

The Turkish government has taken offense at
the impulse which the Christian subjects of the
Porte have received from missions, and is thor-
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oughly alarmed by this silent revolution which
has come without excitement, and almost without
observation, and is irresistibly reversing the rela-
tions of the Moslem and the Christian. The pol-
icy of the Turkish government has been increas-
ingly inimical and aggressive in its attacks upon
mission work. It has endeavored to close schools;
to suppress literature; to deal a staggering blow
to the rising ascendency of the awakening Chris-
tian element of the empire. The American col-
leges are all under suspicion; mission churches
are regarded with disfavor; village schools are
especially disliked. The energy, intelligence, and
hopefulness of these despised subject races have
become too pronounced to be longer endured.
Turkish dominion must assert itself anew, and
must bring again into moral, intellectual, and
civil subjection these rising nationalities that have
always sat in silence at the feet of the haughty
Moslem. The Christian world has here an inter-
esting and fascinating drama of contemporaneous
history to study. The story of the Moslem and
the Christian has its pathetic past, and it has also
its stirring present. An acute and startling phase
of this conflict is hastening on. The Christian
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has the Providence of God, the power of educa-
tion, the inspiration of a religious reformation, the
impulse and stir of modern thought, the public
sentiment of the age, and the sympathies of
Christendom on his side. He has a haughty
and long-dominant foe to deal with, and the im-
memorial ascendency of the Moslem will never
yield without a desperate struggle.

Deeper than this question of Christian revival
is that of liberty of conscience to Moslems them-
selves. This is stoutly and defiantly denied to
them by the Sultan, and by the whole religious
and military power of Islam. With the inspiration
and glow of a living Christianity must inevitably
come the problem of a Moslem’s possible attitude
toward Christianity. There can be but one goal;
there will be but one final solution of this great
question. It must end sooner or later in entire
and untrammeled religious freedom for every
soul in western Asia. The world moves on to-
ward light and freedom. No human will and
no human sword can stay its advance. Christian
missions in the Orient have had in the past, and
have still in the present, a great duty in reéstab-
lishing a pure and biblical Christianity in the
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East. The further and perhaps mightier task
of securing the supremacy of Christianity over
all hearts must also be taken up. Where the
sword of the Moslem waved in victory in the
seventh century, “ the sword of the Spirit, which
is the Word of God,” must win its triumphs in
the twentieth. A half-century of preparation
has already wrought wonderful changes, and all
things are now in readiness for a rapid and vig-
orous and successful advance toward the goal of
all true missionary effort. Let us listen to the
appeal which is presented to us on behalf of evan-
gelical Christianity in the East. The yearnings of
awakened multitudes are-voiced to us as follows:

We are living in Bible lands, but we are sadly
destitute of Bible Christianity. We desire deliv-
erance from the religious tyranny of the Christian
hierarchy of bishops and priests, and from the for-
mality and superstition of Oriental Christianity.
We look especially to America, since God in His
providence has committed our spiritual welfare
to the hands of the American churches. We re-
joice in the success which has attended the labors
of American missionaries throughout the Turkish
Empire. Within fifty years they have given us
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the Bible in eight different languages. A Prot-
estant community of 80,000, of whom 18,000 are
communicants, now exists in Turkey, and the na-
tive churches number 200. There are six Amer-
ican colleges located at different points in the
empire. The total of students is 1200. Seventy
students are in training for the ministry. Educa-
tion has been steadily pushed, through village
schools, of which there are now 700, with 50,000
children. Our native languages before the com-
ing of missionaries were barren and empty so far
as saving truth and modern knowledge were con-
cerned. The mission presses now print about
40,000,000 pages annually, and over one half of
these are pages of God’s Word. Medical mis-
sionaries have rendered a blessed service, and
thousands are helped continually by their heal-
ing touch. We plead for Christian literature on
behalf of the fifty millions who speak the Arabic
language, and who look to the American Mission
Press in Beirut for the Word of Life. We plead
for evangelical religion on behalf of those who
have been taught of man rather than of God, and
whose Christianity has hitherto been so sadly cor-
rupted by external ceremonialism and vain super-
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stition. We plead on behalf of our children, that
they may have the advantages of Christian edu-
cation. We point to the harvest which has been
already gathered, the first-fruits of that great re-
ligious reformation which is coming. It is day-
break everywhere” throughout the Turkish Em-
pire, and with the coming of the day we hope for
providential changes which will give full scope to
the intellectual and spiritual aspirations that have
been kindled through the return of a biblical
Christianity to the land of its birth. When our
day of deliverance comes we shall hope to stand
alone, and to become ourselves centers of mission-
ary activity in the East. At present we are too
weak and too helpless under the shadow of irre-
sponsible power to carry our burdens and fight
our battles alone. We still need the American
missionary, with his moral stamina, his civil stand-
ing, his courage, his faith, his energy, his varied
resources, and his financial backing. His work
among us has attained a magnificent and perma-
nent impulse, and we beg for your constant and
unwearied efforts at this critical period in the his-
tory of the revival of Christianity in Bible lands.
God has chosen American Christians to be the
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saviors of Christianity in the East, and a saved
and regenerated Christianity in Eastern lands wil}
become a mighty and aggressive power in com-
mending Christ and His Gospel to those who
have long rejected it with defiance and scorn.
The time is soon coming when we shall surely
need all the moral support and the national sym-
pathy that we are sure American Christianity will
give in our time of trial. We shall hope to be
found faithful, and one of the sources of our
strength and hope will be the prayers and sym-
pathies of Christian America, by whose ministry
we have learned again of Christ and His Gospel.
Come over and help the TURKISH EMPIRE.

To the eastward of the Turkish Empire is
PERSIA, a land which was an integral part of the
ancient Medo-Persian Empire, and whose present
condition resembles in many respects the sister-
empire of Turkey. Its area is estimated at 628,-
800 square miles, about three times the size of
‘France. Its population is about 9,000,000, of
which nearly 2,000,000 are nomadic. Its prom-
inent races are the Turks, Persians, Arabs, and
Kurds. The Mohammedans of Persia number
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8,000,000, but they are mostly of the Shiah sect;
the Armenian population is about 43,000, and
the Nestorian 23,000. Until the third century
of the Christian era the Armenian, Nestorian, and
Persian Churches were in existence, but in the
fourth century a terrible persecution swept over
these Christian Churches, annihilating the Persian
branch, and leaving only the remnants of the
Armenian and Nestorian. These ancient, historic
Churches have survived in a corrupt and feeble
state until the present day, when Protestant mis-
sions have occupied Persia, and, with the Arme-
nian and Nestorian Churches as a basis, have en-
tered upon a missionary campaigmn.

Henry Martyn, a chaplain in India, came to
Shiraz in Persia in 1811, where he spent nearly
a year working upon the translation of the New
Testament into Persian. It was finished in 1812,
and Martyn ended his work with the following
prayer: “Now may the Spirit who gave the
Word, and called me, I trust, to be an interpreter
of it, graciously and powerfully apply it to the
hearts of sinners, even to gathering an elect peo-
ple from the long-estranged Persians.” Martyn
left the country on September 12, 1812, for Eng-
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land, without any knowledge of a single Christian
convert in Persia, and stopping at Tocat, Asia
Minor, en voute, died after a week’s illness, and
was buried there.

Rev. C. G. Pfander, of the Basle Missionary
Society, followed in 1829, but when in 1834
Georgia was annexed by Russia, the missionaries
were expelled. In 1833 Rev. Frederick Haas
began mission work at Tabriz, but left in 183%.
The mission of the American Board was com-
menced in 1834, and has been conducted with
energy and devotion under the care of that so-
ciety until 1871, and since by the Presbyterian
Board of Foreign Missions of the United States,
to whom at that time it was transferred. The
Church Missionary Society in 1875 formally
adopted a mission which had been started by
Rev. Dr. Bruce in 1869. They have stations at
present at Julfa and Bagdad. In 1869 what has
been known as the “ Archbishop’s Mission to the
Assyrian Christians” was founded. Its object is
rather the restoration of the old Nestorian Church
than an incisive and thorough conversion of the
people to spiritual and biblical forms of Chris-
tianity. The historical pedigree of the Nestorian
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Church is regarded by the patrons of the Arch-
bishop’s Mission as so satisfactory and unexcep-
tionable that its spiritual degeneracy does not
seem to call for a radical and thorough evangel-
ical reformation, but only for a reéstablishment
of the old organization and a quickening of its
ancient forms.

The progress of mission work in Persia has
been attended with many difficulties. Moslem
fanaticism, backed by the government, is alert
and virulent. The Christian hierarchy is also
jealous and unscrupulous in opposition. Much
has been accomplished, however, in establishing
a pure Christian Church in these ancient seats of
early Christian history. Persecutions on the part
of the Moslem authorities, and especially the fa-
natical populace, have been frequent and severe,
and only the past year has revealed in the story
of Mirza Ibrahim a record of heroism and fearless
devotion to religious conviction which has ended
in his martyrdom in a Persian prison.

The revised Syriac Bible has recently been is-
sued under the superintendence of Rev. Dr. Ben-
jamin Labaree, at the expense of the American
Bible Society, The past year has been one of
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severe strain, on account of the prevalence of
cholera, by which it is estimated that 50,000
people died. The heroism of an American lady
physician, Miss Mary Bradford, of Tabriz, was
the means of saving many lives, and was an in-
spiring illustration of that courage and devotion
which Christian womanhood has revealed upon
the foreign mission field. During recent years
throughout a rapidly widening sphere, a new and
powerful impulse has been given to the cause of
world-wide missions by the magnetic influence and
the sweet ministry of woman. She has lovingly
assumed an ever increasing share of toil and re-
sponsibility. A message from Persia voices to us
the Macedonian call of that distant land asfollows:

We are far removed from the touch of Western
civilization, and yet recent years have brought
us, to an unexpected extent, some of the advan-
tages of the modern world. OQur cry, however,
is not for mere civilization—we want the Gospel
of Christ. American missionaries have sought us
out, and have brought to us the teachings of the
Bible and the benefits of education and the min-
istry of healing. We have churches and schools
and hospitals, Men and women of noble and
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lovely characters have spent their lives among us
as the messengers of your American churches.
They have trained our native preachers and teach-
ers, so that we have 361 native Christians engaged
in mission work. We have 37 organized churches,
and many more places where the Gospel is
preached. The communicants gathered into our
mission churches number 2443, while 3341 of ou:
children are under mission instruction. These
statistics but faintly represent the influence of
evangelical Christianity. A new era has dawned,
and the hope of a wider and more quickening
Christian revival throughout Persia is kindling
our hearts. We are a little group of Christ’s
followers in the midst of an overshadowing and
overwhelming hostile element, but our influence
over our Mohammedan fellow-countrymen has
not been without its results, and we plead for
help to go forward with firmness and energy, and
with God’s blessing we shall yet have a noble
part in the victories of the Gospel over its giant
Moslem foe. Come over and help PERSIA.

From western Asia we now cross the seas to
the Western world, and before us is the continent
of SOUTH AMERICA. A Macedonian crv of con-
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tinental proportions again sounds upon our ears.
South America has been called in its missionary
aspects ““ The Neglected Continent.” It is a vast
region of the earth, over which the deepest shad-
ows of Romanism have rested for centuries. The
need of Gospel light and instruction is pitiful.
The reign of ignorance and superstition is despotic
and unchallenged. The total area of the conti-
nent is nearly 7,000,000 square miles, and its pop-
ulation is estimated at 34,000,000. It consists
largely of Spanish and Portuguese mixed races,
numbering about 23,000,000, while there are
about 3,000,000 Negro freemen and 4,000,000
pagan Indians. It is a continent largely of re-
publics, numbering ten in all, the only exceptions
being the provinces of Dutch, French, and British
Guiana on the northeast coast. The natural feat-
ures are on a scale of magnificence unexcelled
by any other section of the world. Chief among
these physical wonders is the river system, com-
prising the Orinoco, the La Plata, and the Ama-
zon, the latter being the largest river of the
world, with 25,000 miles of navigable water-way,
penetrating the continent in every direction to
the base of the Andes. The mountain system is
equally grand.
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The continent was discovered A.D. 1500 by a
Portuguese navigator, so that its Columbian anni-
versary is only eight years later than that of our
own continent; but the destiny of the northern
and southern divisions of the Western world has
been marvelously different. North America has
developed under Puritan influences ; South Amer-
ica has been under the sway of Papal power.
One has been largely Protestant; the other has
been wholly Romish. The development in the
north has been along the lines of freedom, intelli-
gence, and morality, under the enlightened train-
ing of a spiritual and biblical form of Christianity.
The result in the south has been marred and
shadowed by priestly tyranny, gross ignorance,
and defective morality, combined with supersti-
tious bigotry and the lowest forms of external and
hollow ceremonialism. The spirit of the Inquisi-
tion still hides in the Papal system of South Amer-
ica. Theblind intolerance of medieval Romanism
still fights for supremacy, and the battle of the
age for liberty of conscience is yet to be fought
and won in a large portion of the southern con-
tinent.

The pioneer missionaries to South America
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were the Moravians, who entered Dutch Guiana
in 1735, and after a long and weary struggle with
the deadly climate finally established a work
which has resulted in missionary efforts that have
made the three Guianas the brightest lands on
the South American continent. In 1854 a final
entrance was secured to Tierra del Fuego, after
the heroic struggles of Allen Gardiner and his
companions had closed with the tragic story of
their death. Thus the continent in its northern
and southern extremities was consecrated to mis-
sionary effort by heroic exhibitions of the martyr
spirit.  Since then various mission agencies have
entered, until at the present time it is occu-
pied by seventeen societies, as follows: the
southern branches of the American Baptist,
Presbyterian, and Methodist Episcopal, and the
northern branches of the American Presbyte-
rian and Methodist Episcopal Churches, the Lon-
don Missionary Society, the British and Foreign
Bible Society, the American Bible Society, the
American Episcopal, the Moravian, and the South
American Missionary Society, besides Bishop
Taylor's Mission, the Help for Brazil Society, the
West Indian Conference, the Society for the Prop-
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agation of the Gospel, the Plymouth Brethren,
and the Salvation Army. An effort to estab-
tablish still another centre of work is about
to be made by a band of young men recently
graduated from the missionary training-college of
Dr. Guinness, in East London. Their objective
point is Peru, one of the most neglected places
upon the continent, where, as in the case of Ven-
ezuela, Ecuador, and Bolivia, there is practically
no missionary work in operation. Let us listen
now to the message of “ The Neglected Conti-
nent,” which comes to us as follows:

We regard our appeal as a Macedonian cry in
a sense as significant and historic as any which
reaches the ear of the Christian Church from any
other section of the earth. We consider our ap-
peal, at least to the American Churches, as con-
taining this special element of urgency, that we
are in a sense neighbors, and therefore plead the
interests of those who for this reason should not
be forgotten in the missionary plans of your home
churches. We have modeled our systems of
govérnment after the example of the American
republic, and we have ten great States having
constitutions framed after the pattern of our
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mighty sister-republic of the north, although we
must confess that republican institutions are not
as yet regarded by us with that sense of personal
responsibility and that reverence for truth and
righteousness which are the only safeguards of
popular government. We have learned that a
republican form of government will not in itself
create and mold a great nation. We need the
Bible and the religion of the Bible, and the en-
lightening and uplifting power of biblical morality,
to give to the republics of South America the
stability, the moral earnestness, and the Christian
patriotism of the favored nation of the north.

A careful study of our religious state will con-
vince the conscientious student of missions that
our need is disproportionately great, and that we
have not received that attention from the friends
of Christian missions which our destitute condition
deserves. Some of our large countries are still
practically untouched by any serious effort on the
part of the Protestant Churches. Ecuador, with
a population of over a million, has no missionary ;
Bolivia, with a population of 2,300,000, is also
without a missionary; Venezuela, with a popula-
tion of over 2,000,000, has only one Protestant
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missionary ; Peru, with a population of 3,000,000,
has only one missionary with a few native help-
ers; Colombia, with a population of 4,000,000,
has only eleven missionaries; Brazil, with a pop-
ulation of 14,000,000, has eighty-one missionaries ;
and a comparative presentation of our need with
that of other lands where foreign missions have
entered would reveal the fact that of all the
countries where work has been established hardly
any.is so poorly supplied with men and resources
as the continent of South America. Itis not an
exaggeration to state that we have 30,000,000
people practically untouched by missionary effort.

The total number of missionaries at work in
South America, including men and women, is
not more than 325, and the communicants do
not exceed 15,000; yet in some sections where
the work has been pushed with aggressive energy,
as in Brazil, there has been a manifest response,
and a spirit of individual responsibility and local
interest has led to the formation of a national
organization of Protestant Churches, from which
good results are hoped for in the future. In
Chili also the work of the American Presbyterian
missionaries has assumed a hopeful aspect, and
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even in the midst of civil strife and turbulence
progress has been made. We desire a better and
nobler religious life, and we have no hope of
obtaining it except through a stronger infusion
of biblical truth, and a purer exemplification of
righteous living on the part of our religious lead-
ers and of our entire Christian population than we
have ever yet had under Papal auspices.

South America is sadly destitute of evangel-
ical religion, lying in the deepest depths of me-
dieval apostasy, and only the Spirit of the Living
God and the inspiring contact of the Living
Word can arouse and refresh us with the sweet
uplifting power of spiritual Christianity. Our cry
for help, while it is not that of heathenism, is
just as earnest and intense as the mightiest ap-
peal of lands that are utterly shrouded in dark-
ness. We are as destitute of spiritual, saving
Christianity as those who have never heard the
Gospel message of salvation. Come over quickly
and help SOUTH AMERICA.

From South America we turn northward and
traverse the Central American States to MEXICO.
On every side there is the same woful need of
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missionary effort. Through all Central America,
consisting of the five little republics of Honduras,
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and San Sal-
vador, there are signs of the unbounded influence
and unchallenged dominion of the Papal Church.
A spirit of toleration, however, is in the air, and
religion is becoming less and less a matter of
State regulation. Freedom of conscience is win-
ning recognition more and more. The Wesleyan
Church of England, the Moravians, and the Pres-
byterian Church (North) have already established
missions in Central America, and some other mi-
nor societies have inaugurated work there, but
in San Salvador, with a population of 777,895,
there is still not a single voice from all neighbor-
ing Christendom proclaiming the glad tidings.
As we enter Mexico we come in contact with
a story of civil progress and missionary success
which is an occasion for gratitude, and gives large
hope for the future. Within a generation a down-
trodden and priest-ridden nation has won civil
liberty and come out into the light of modern
republican civilization. Protestant missions fully
established twenty-one gears ago have just come
of age in our neighboring republic. Twelve
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missionary societies are already at work there,
with a record full of promise. The missionary
statistics of Mexico yield such encouraging results
as the following:

There are 385 organized churches, 177 foreign
missionaries, 512 native workers, 16,250 com-
municants, 50,000 adherents, over 7000 of the
young under instruction in mission schools, and
over 10,000 in Sabbath-schools. Literary agen-
cies have not been neglected. During the last
year the agent of the American Bible Society
sold 4361 Bibles, 7475 Testaments, and 9240
Gospels.

The government is professedly friendly, and
guarantees full protection to its citizens, and is
ready to forcibly interdict all religious persecu-
tion. The advance of Mexico in material, com-
mercial, educational, economic, and international
respects has been phenomenal, and there is an
open door for aggressive missionary effort. The
appeal of Mexico is brief but urgent, as follows:

Our interests are largely identified with those
of the great republic. We look to the Christian
Churches of America to give us sympathy and
help in our struggles to throw off the dominion
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of our Papal masters, who have ruled us to our
detriment and misery for centuries. We have
caught now the spirit of free institutions, and we
believe in a religion of light. We desire an open
Bible, a free Gospel, a living Christianity, and a
biblical standard of morality. Give us freely of
the spiritual help, and lead us quickly into those
paths of peace and hope and happiness which
have been the lot of Christian Americaa. We
think that we can absorb all that you can give
us, and we beg that without delay we may have
a generous share of the spiritual riches of the
pure Gospel. Come over and help MEXICO.

Were there space to incorporate them, we
might record Macedonian calls of similar import
and urgency from other, though less conspicuous,
portions of the earth, many of them in a still
more needy and destitute condition. We could
listen to the appeal of some of the larger islands
of the East Indies, of the Malay Peninsula, Sibe-
ria, Russia, Thibet, Afghanistan, Baluchistan,
Arabia, Greece, Greenland, and the West Indies.
Are not the examples which have been given,
however, sufficient to show the urgent and thrill-
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ing significance of this Macedonian appeal to the
Church of Christ in our present generation? Let
me ask further, was there anything in the state
of the Roman Empire in the age of the apostles,
and subsequently, which made it more important
that the Gospel should be given to the world then
than that it should be given to the world now?
In truth, every great argument for an aggressive
and world-wide Gospel which was effective then
applies with equal pertinency now. There is the
same divine command in existence, with its
authority unimpaired and its urgency undimin-
ished. There is the same need, which has grown
even more manifest. There is the same awful,
solemn, pitiful, and urgent fact of heathenism.
There are the same serious and perplexing obsta-
cles to be overcome. There are the same claims
of brotherhood, the same possibility of rescue, the
same power and value to the Gospel, the same
evidential worth to a triumphant Christianity, the
same training and spiritual culture needed in the
Church and in the personal character of Chris-
tians. In fact, we cannot discover one single
claim which the heathenism of the Roman Em-
pire could bring forward which does not exist
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to-day, nor one single reason which applied to the
Christianity of apostolic times in the interests of
aggressive missions in that day which does not
apply with equal force at the present time.

Let us advance a step further, and consider
the additional reasons which give even greater
urgency to the claims of missions in our own age.
Compare our present knowledge of the heathen
world and its needs with that of earlier ages.
How much more is known by us than was known
even 2 hundred years ago, when Carey studied
these great problems! Consider the present
facilities of travel and access to all parts of the
known world, and the resources of present organ-
ization, either on the field or at home. There are
missionary societies at the present time which in
home administration and foreign resources and
facilities will compare favorably in organized effi-
ciency with the foreign offices and state depart-
ments of civilized governments. Consider also
the present international restraint which rests
upon hostile governments in their treatment of
foreign residents, and the possibility of missionary
residence in almost every foreign field, in easy
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and constant communication with society and
churches and friends in the home land. Note
also the enormous wealth of the Christian Church,
which can guarantee the support of the mission-
ary and his work, and also the rising interest in
mission work, which is a sustaining and cheering
incitement to those who labor in distant and ob-
scure localities. No religious newspaper of the day
could afford, even if it were so inclined, to dis-
pense with its missionary intelligence, and in one
of our most prominent religious weeklies, which is
conducted with exceptional alertness and discrim-
ination, a special missionary department has been
lately established, with a monthly budget of let-
ters fresh from the prominent centers of foreign
missionary service. Does it not seem as if our
Master, with the same supreme purpose in view,
and the same promises and rewards for faithful
service, while making it even more imperative
upon the Church of this age to go into all the
world with the Gospel for every creature, was at
the same time making it a simpler, more inspir-
ing, and more attractive thing to do? And there-
by, while the cross is made easier, the fajlure to
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take it up and carry it is made the more con-
spicuous and inexcusable and disloyal.

If the condition of our fallen world was such as
to call for the sacrifice of Christ, then the condi-
tion of heathenism in our day would require the
sacrifice of Christ at the present hour, had it
never been made before. If this is true, then
this grand fact comes to the front, that after
eighteen hundred years of delay, the Church
of Christ, with a finished atonement, a printed
Bible, the codperation of the Holy Spirit, and an
unparalleled array of magnificent material re-
sources, has the privilege of accomplishing tri-
umphantly a service which is worth the sacrifice
of the Son of God. If Christ had never given
Himself, He would be ready to do it now for the
heathen world of our own present day, and what
He would be willing to lay down His life for the
sake of accomplishing, He calls upon His Church
to do in His name, with the surpassing promise of
His own presence and leadership, and the assur-
ance of success. “The brother for whom Christ
died,” says Paul; “the brother for whom Christ
would die”” says the Spirit and Providence of
God to a Church holding in her hands the sacred
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trust of the Gospel, and possessing the material
facilities, the spiritual resources, and the readily
accessible power to bring this world into subjec-
tion to Christ before another century of modern
missionary history shall close.






LECTURE III.

THE PRESENT-DAY CONFLICTS OF THE
FOREIGN FIELD.
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T the missionary laborer in far lands, maslering with difi-
culty unknown tongues, surrounded by unfamiliar arts and dusky
Jaces, torling jor years fo make a few souls know something of
Him whko taught 112 Palestine, the future 15 as cevtain as if he
Zoucked it ; and that future, io his exulting expectation, is to be¢ as
wmdiant with glory as the sky over Calvary was heavy with gloom
s vesplendent with lovely celestial lights as to Jus imaginaton,
& you kold that the facully chiefly concerned, was the mount of
ke Lord’s supreme ascension. MHe expects long loil, and many
disasters, incarnadined seas, dreary wnldernesses, battles with
glants, and spasms of fear in the heavt of the Church. But he
looks, as surely as ke looks for the sunvise, after nghts of tempest
and of lingering dawn, for the nltimate illumination of the worid
Gy the Faith. And however full of din and dissonance the Ahis-
fory of mankind has seemed Jatherto, seems even lo-day, he antici-
pates already the havmonies o be in it, as under the guidance of
i gf Galilee it draws toward ifs gredestined close, *not senti-
mental or idyllic, but epic and feroic.’

REvV, RICHARD S, STORRS, D.D., LL.D.
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