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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITION OF 4TERIIS

THE PROBLELN

For countless ages the recognized method of settling

men's disputes anda differences h&s been founded upon brute

| force and violence. At intervals in man's evolution men have

been conscious of their madness &nd their injustice. They have

seen the great bloodshed, suffering, snd misery which they have

|| brought upon themselves. The highest authority which they knew

| had spoken to them, saying that there was & more humane way of

bringing pesace.

In the midst of this troubled and restless ere while

bodies lie soaked in their own blood or wracked in pain because

of man's violence to man, the civilized world weighs the merits
of violence. The possibility of socisl chenge without desth

and bloodshed is being investigated. 4 few have contended that
the oppression of minority groups by the state cen be more effi-
ciently relieved by pessive and non-violent methods. They have
ssserted that the injustice being done to progressive &nd chal-
lenging individuels céan be ended by passive means. Others h&ve
been of the conviction that the recognition of minority rights
csn be stteined only through bloodsned &nd loss of life. fThey

have believed th&t progressives and literals must be willing to




- u:.g.,;,;,:ﬁs‘::

non-cooperation, the mere refusgl to buy or sell is &an act of

| because the town poor would not receive a&ll they ought to re-

use armed force if they &re to see their ambitions reelized,
What is violence? Much discussion has centered around

the question of violence. Since non-violent resistance must be
positive, aggressive, and perhaps even coercive to be effective
and instrumental, many people insist that violence is resorted
to in non-violence. George A, Coel says that violence not only
is taking away the means of life and action, but it is any act
which prevents man from securing these means. According to this

theory of violence, the typical sct of non-violent resistance,

violence because hunger and desth can result from such action,
If this theory is followed to its logical conclusion it becomes
almost ridiculous. If one should refuse to pay his taxes as

Thoreau did, even though they are unjust, one would be violent

ceive and cousequently would suffer.

The non-violent resister is also said to impose violence
upon himself, There is,no doubt that thié violence is involved
in any situstion where there is non-cooperation or non-violent
resicstance, for wherever there is resistance there is suffering.
Any program,.in order to mske headway, must ceause some incon-
venience and probably some suffering. That is & law of life,

The non-violent resister acknowledges this fact., He mekes the

1 George A. Coe, ﬁWhat is Violence?" The World Tomorrowﬁ%

XV (October 19, 1932), 378.




first step but demonstrates that while suffering and herdship
may be the ultimate outcome to them, he is willing to suffer and

rendure physicsl handiceps in order to reach some compromise.

His action is redemptive if it is violent. 1If the resister had
employed extreme physical force and had no reverence in his
mind for the life of his opponent his action would have been

destructive,

Stetement of the problem. The purpose of this study is

to find substantiation for the theory that non-violent resist-

ance from the standpoint of both individusl &nd group cen be

lused to promote sociesl change.
DEFINITION OF IERLS

; Adequacy. In this thesis the term adequecy is taken to

1 meen sufficiency.

lon-violent resistance. Non-violent resistance is a

| term interpreted to describe the opposition of an individual or
group that remained steadfast in beliefs without resorting to
scts charscterized by extreme or improper physicsal force when

confronted by authorities with orders or acts of extreme phys-

ical force.

Socisal change. Social change is designated to be any al-

terstion in the structure of society or in the acts of society.

|
I

Passive resistance. Passive resistence is consiaered sas




"a celm 'non-violent' refusel to desist from one's purpose, con-

ceived as right in itself, in spite of the comm&nds or violence
of authority."2 When this term is used it is considered &s
synonymous with the term "non-violent resistance," and as such

is used interchangeably with "non-violent resistance."
ORGANIZATION OF REMAINDER OF THESIS

Thet a basis for understending the theory and working of
non-violence may be had the words of the great teachers of non-
violent resistance will be investigeted. TI'rom these great men
en underlying philosophy of non-violent resistance may be ob-

teined. By tracing the idea of non-violence through the centu-

ries, as it has expressed itself in the minds of the world's
great thinkers, we may discover whether non-violent resistance

is a theory characterisitec of a certain type of people or

lwhether men of all times have thought that it might be employed

to change socisl conditione., Here will be heérd the pleas of

‘men wno, seeing the inadequacy of vioience, sought other methods
through wnich oppression might be combated.

As many people have doubted tne efficiacy of non-violent
resistance in any past situetion wherein it was tried, & few of
the many successful attempts at non-violent resistance will be

discucsed. Here, as several instances of its effective appli-

& N, H. Breilsford, "Passive Resistance &nd Non-Coop-
eration," Encyclopedis of the Socisl Sciences, XII, 10.
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cation are studied, we may see & demonstration of its power.
For skeptical critics who insist that its application has been
'successful in but & few lands and has been used by only a small
!number of peoples, an answer to the challenge will be forthconm-
ing. Through this study of successful non-violent resistance it
may be seen that a further examination and consideration of this

technique as & means of socisl change is warranted. This section

will illustrate in action the principles which guide and direct

the forces in non-violent resistance and will include examples
tof mass action as well &s individusl endeavor as adequete proof
‘'that the method is workeble. ‘From this point an effort will be
‘made to substantiste the conviction of its practicability and
adequacy.

Just as there are certasin definite pre~requisites demand-

‘ed of soldiers in the army, certain necessary standards are re-
gquired of one who is to be & marcher for non-violence. The army
%does not receive every citizen into its ranks, and the cause of
fnon-violence does not appeal to individuals without the essen~
Etial characteristics. The true soldier needs certain definite
%ental attitudes if he is to meet adequately the enemy's charge,
Certain mentsal br spiritual attitudes are imperative if a non-
violent resister is to withstand his adversaries. While an army
man needs external and material instruments to stem the advance,

the advocate of non~violence must have internsl and spiritual

tools upon'which he can rely. Likewise, no one is admitted to

the regular army without training, so it is not feasible to




allow recruits to be in the band of non-violent resisters with-
out discipline. The equipment of & true passive resister will
be discussed, for this is & vitel fasctor in any great movement.
In order to gain & clearer understending of the actual
factors which lead toward success and achievement, non-violent

resistance will be discussed from the standpoint of the individ-

'ual before discussing group action. 4n inquiry will be made

into the elements which cooperate to bring desired results. An

1effort will be mesde to discover just what occurs when an attasck~-
ier charges & non-violent resister who is prepared to cope with

'Ii'the situation at hand. Considersation will be given to the

psychological and emotional forces which contribute to the over-
throw of the attacker, The non-violent resister will be seen to
have every grest advantage through morel and social influence.
The probebilities for the individuel resister gaining his de-
sired change will be considered.

Before pssive resistance can be labeled effective as a
wespon for socisl change, it must be workeble on & large scale.
This angle of thne problem will be approached, and the contrib-
uting factors toward its successful operation will be closely
examined. The question of possible failure will also be dis-
cussed, and this will include the consideration of destructive
elements which are‘responsible for decreased efficiency.

Once the factors have been surveyed, it then becomes

possible for some estim&tion to be made &s to the strength snd

effectiveness of this method. The conclusions then will be




|drawn concerning the probability of accomplishing any suffi-

cient measure of soclial change through non-violent methods.
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CHAPTER II
TEACHERS OF NON-VIOLENCE

Perhaps the soundest way to approach this problem is to
survey the history of the world, in order, by the method of in-
ductive study of facts available, to determine whether we are
studying & form of pérson&l or social resction common to &all
mankind, or whether it is characteristic of modern, civilized,
and Buropean men of the Christian faith only, as many people
have been led to believe when they first noticed the list of
its sdherents,

The philosophy of non-violence is & very old philosophy.
It is thought to have originated in the Orient, but it cannot
be traced to its beginning. It had been deeply rooted in the
minds of Orientals long before it spread to the western world,

for it was teught by early Orientel philosophers.,

Confucius. In the day of Confucius (about 551 - 478
B. C.) China was beset by internal disorder end confusion which
wes brought on by struggling feudalistic princes whom the weak
imperial leaders could not direct end control. Confucius was
a statesmen but was & political philosorpher and teacher of
practical ethics only because he was forced to be. He strug-
gled throughout life to obtain a government based on & just

end sound foundetion., He was & thinker who tried at 8ll times |




H
i
|
|

to be practical. At times he was idealistic. ZEveryone remem-
bers this Chinese philosopher as the person who geave us the
Golden Rule in the negative form: "Whet you do not want done

to yourself, do not do unto others.“ While this great statement
is in the negative it is probeble that Confucius meant for it to
be a positive rule.

At the same time we cannot call Confucius & true advocate
of non-violent resistance or one being opposed to group violence
becsuse he listed military equipment as one of the requisites
of government. His ideas sbout personal retaliation may also
be questioned as to whether or not they show & spirit of non-
violence.

We have rejoiced in his enunciation of the golden

rule; Lao Tse had advanced even beyond the field of
morality and said, "Return good for evil." Some of
Confucius' school heard the maxim, &nd being puzzled
by it, consulted the master., He also was puzzled,
formed & syllogism in his mind about it, &8nd replied,
"What then will you return for good? Recompense in-
jury with justice, and return good for good." Accord-
ing to Choo He, "justice'" here means "fairness,in
dealing with injury, without selfish motives."

Professor legge says that he finds it impossible to
"think that Confucius had any thought of vengeance when he used
fhe term."® He faced the socisl life and suggested discard of

the vengeful attitude and asked that &ll be kind and benevolent,

Leo Tse. Lso Tee was evidently born about the same time

1 Jemes Legge, Religions of China (London: Hodden and
Stoughton, 1880), pp. 143 - 144,

£ Ibid., pp. 143-144.

f
R
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as Confucius, but Toaism, the religion based upon his tesching,
did not come into existence until long after his death. He was
a mystic who withdrew from society. He discovered his teach-
ings and moral principles by noting the processes of nature and
from a kind of mystical contemplation. He based his principles
upon a pattern of humility, for humility is the outstanding
theme of these sayings. He went preaching that persons should

prectice non-action &and assured all that through non-action

leverything could be accomplished. He requested the governments

not to govern but to confine their work to administering. BRul-
ers should not interfere with the normal and natursl development
of the people under their rule but should utilize the principle
of non-acting, non-meddling, and non-interference. To Lao Tse
this doctrine of non-action was not one of submission and with-
drawal but one with a spirit of conguest. He records the ob-
servation that

the ten thousand things, the grass as well as the

trees, are while they live tender and supple. When

they die they are rigid and dry. Thus the hard and

the strong are the companions of death. Theatender

and the delicate are the companions of life.

Darwin centuries later agreed that the unadapteble, the

i specialized forms of life soon die while the adaptable and un-

specialized forms of life live. Dr. Carus says that the benef-

icent principle of non-sction is not, however, pure inactivity.

3 Glerence Marsh Case, Non-Violent Coercion (New York:
The Century Compeny, 1923), p. 1l7.
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It is simply not acting a part; not doing things
in en artificial way; it is not forcing the nsature
of things. « « o« It is briefly, not "non-action,"
but non-assertion.4 _

From -these teachings of Lao Tse the non-resistant teach-
ings of the Taoists came into existence. The teachings of the
founder go far beyond mere non-resistance, and they become &
constructive policy of active cooperation. He hed a deep under-
standing of the methods commonly used by men, and it led him to
the conclusion where he could write,

He who excels as & warrior is not warlike. He

who excels as & fighter is not wrathful. He who ex-
cels in conquering the enemy does not strive, He
who excels in employing men is lowly.

This is called the virtue of not-striving., This
is called utilizing men's ability. This is called
oomp%ying with heaven =- since olden times the high-
est.

The teaching of Lao Tse with his mystical ideslism may
be calied unpracticel end visionary by legalists like Confucius,
but that is the reeson for its value. It is the result of
spiritual vision., While he did not apply his thoughts to the
complicated questions which confronted the society from which
he fled, his teachings cen be considered of higher ethicel
stendsard then those of Confucius. From this philosophy which
stated the strength of meekness and the nobility of doing good

in return for evil, there srose & clear dpctrine of non-resist-

4 peul Carus, trenslator, Lao Tse's Tao Teh King, or
The Canon of Reason and Virtue (Chlcag0° The Open Court Publish~

ing Company, 1927), p. 19.

5 1pia., pp. 122-123,
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ance of the highest type. This principle is, "It is because he
is thus free from striving thet . . . no one cén strive with

him."6

Buddha, Buddha, after having been reared in his father's
court, suddenly became aware of the misery and woe of the world.
He left this court and sought the shade of the blessed Bodhi~-
tree where after long meditation he achieved Buddhahood, or he
beceme the "enlightened one." Carus says that the first state-
ment uttereé after he reached this state wes, “Blissﬁul is free-
dom from melice."! 1In the mind of Buddha maliée, aﬂger, vio~-
lence, and hatreé hed no plaece. He taught clearly thet one
should forgive his enemies and nor return anger for anger. "It
is to this problem of personsl retaliation that Buddhism mekes
its most positive contribution. We mey even regard.it as fhe
rudiments of & social psychology of passive resistance." Case
saye thet Buddhe observed the great amount of misery Which came
from actions done only to satisfy individual pride and vanity.
He alsc noted that all of the World dreaded violence, and then
formulated the positive principle, "By love alone can we con=-

quer evil." He then stated & law of humen socisl intersotion

6 James Legge, Religions of China (London: Hodden and
Stoughton, 1880), ps 221,

7 Paul Carus, The Gospel of Buddha According to 0ld
Records. (Chicego: %he Open Court Publishing Compeny, 1904),

Pe 29

8 Clarence Marsh Case, Non-¥iolent Coercion (New York:
The Century Company, 1923), P. R6.
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| nothing which could substantiate the argument of non-violent

when he said, "Say no harsh words to thy neighvor. He will re-
rly to thee in the same tone."? Buddha end the Hindu philoso-
phy, just as the Chinese, it would seem, did not apply this
principle of non-resistance and non-retaliation to the social
group but stressed the personal phase. Case submits several
reasons for this:

The social constitution had not advanced to that
point where socisl purposes are desired or toler-
ated; being purely personeal the beliefs caused no
embarrassment to the political authorities, hence
persecutions did not arise to weld together those
who held non-resistance beliefs; and, finally, the
sects of India always have heen ascetic and_indi-
vidualistic rather then ethicel end social.lO

Greek Philosophers. The Stoics found 1little place in thq

militeristic society of the Greek and Romen life for any philos-

ophy of passive resistance. The words of Socrates gave forth

resistance, but the life of Socrates may be used to illustrate |
the typicai non-violent resister. This great philosopher gave |
his whole life in resistance by morel and passive means, through
intellect and reason. ¥When he was faced with the prospect of
death, he took the cup &nd drank it rather than struggle with

violence or flee from his atteckers. In defense Plato records

the words of Socrates speaking of his &accusers:

9 Ibid., p. 27.
10 Ipid., pe 30.




Meletus and Anytus could not injure me; they have
not the power., I do not believe it is permitted thet
a good man should be injured by & bad. He could be
put to death, perhaps, or exiled, or disfrenchised,
and it may be Meletus thinks, and others think, that
these_are terrible evils, but I 4o not believe they
are.,

Aristotle looked upon anger as & desirsble reaction in
| the individual's life, but preferred that there should be &
;gdeficiency rather than an excess. In human nature there is more
g likely to be an excess. He thought that in the case of & wrong
i act to endure the act is to fall short of the}right proportion,
; while to commit & wrong is to go beyond it.1%2 It is neverthe-
| less & worse evil to do & wrong than to suffer one.l® He does
not egree that anger is an evil in itself as some of the earlier
philosophers do. He cennot be said to be & philosopher with &
doctrine of non-violence, but there are thoughts which show an
attitude of non-violence. |

Aristotle and Socrates had no pattern for organized re-

sistance, but they sdmired wise men who endured violence and

evil with celmness.

11 P1sto and Xenophon, Socratic Discourses (No. 457,
Ernest Rhys, editor, Everymen's Library; New York: E. P,
Dutton and Company, 1910}, p. 336,

12 glarence Marsh'Case, Non-Violent Coercion (New York:
| The Century Company, 1923), p. 34.

13 Ibid,, p. 34.
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Jesus. The great power of non-violent resistence in the
long run is shown in the 1life of Jesus. This Jew came &s &
Messiah to his own people eand was re jected. The commonly ac-
cepted reason for this rejection is that his life was absolutely
cbntrary‘to the Jewish conception of the liessieh. Instead of
the conquering militerist they saw & despised non-violent re-
sister. His principles were clear and concise. Speaking of
fear and hate, he said:

Ye have hesrd thet it hath been said, Thou shelt

love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But I say

unto you, Love your enemies, bless them thet curse

you, do good to them that hate you, &nd pray for

them that decspitefully use you &nd persecute you.14
He recognized that o state of anger preceded actual violence &nd
thus cautioned his disciples about the dangers of becoming &an-
gry. He spoke of the futility of violence when his disciple
severed the ear of an sdversary. "Put up thy sword into his
place; for a&ll they that take the sword shall perish with the
sword."15 When ssked how meny times a brother should forgive
sin sgainst him, he said not only seven times but seventy times
seven.16 The key factor in Jesus' teaching wes non-resentment.

Resentment in his mind was the factor behind most of the people's

sins. He pleaded for lives which would be non-resentful. He saw,

14 Zing Jemes Version of The Holy Bible (Philadelphia:
National Bible Press, [n. d.} ), St. Matthew 5: 43-44.

15 1pid., St. Matthew 26: 52,
16 1pid., St. Matthew 18: 22.




the wheel of life everlastingly kept rotating toward evil by
resentment itself, and it was his hope that by instituting non-
resentment in people’s lives this wheel might rotate toward
good. He called upon himself to be the first to put this dy-
namic principle into practiée. He lived this theory and dem-
6nstrated the attraction of such a life. Confronted by false
accusations at his trisl he showed no resentment. When the
soldiers placed thorns upon his head and spit upon his body he
held no ill will or bitterness. On the cross he prayed to his
God for the forgiveness of those who crucified him.

Some wfiters have said that Jesus was & true non-resist-

llere It might well be sg&id that, while he d4id follow the policy

of non-resistance, at the same time accounts show that he might
more accurately be called & non-violent resister. The Gospel
of John records the narrative of Jesus before the high priest:

The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples,
and of his doctrine. Jesus answered him, I spake
openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue,
end in the temple, whither the Jews have slweys re-
gsort; and in secret have I said nothing. Why askest
thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said
unto them: behold, they know what I said. And when
he hed thus spoken, one of the officers which stood
by struck Jesus with the palm of his hend, saying,
Answerest thou the high priest so? Jesus answered
him, If I have spoken evil, bear Yitness of the evil:
but if well, why smitest thou me?1”

When confronted with violence after yproclaiming that his cause

was for good he spoke words which were clearly resistant.

17 1pig., St. John 17: 19-23.
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Jesus resisfed the customs &and the lasws of his race with
wnat he felt was the most powerful method, nauely, the use of
words coupled with reason. This great idesl of truth can never
be imposed upon an individu&al by means of force. His great
faith in men enabled him to think thet some day, by appeeling
to the highest and best in men, justice &nd pesce would become

' established facts in human relstions.

Tolstoy. The Russisn, Tolstoy, was one of the most stim-

ulating philosophers of the nineteenth century. He had & defi-
inite doctrine of non-violence. His philosophy was greatly

influenced by Jesus. He formulated five commandments which he

| felt were necessary to the welfare and life of maenkind, of which

two were definitely non-violent in character. 7The first was,

' "To do no 111 to any one, and to so act &s to rouse evil in no

one; beceuse from evil comes evil."18 The second wss,
Mot to fight against evil, but to suffer wrong, &nd
to give even more than men would exact from us; bg
taking revenge, we only teach others to revenge.1
He insisted that &11 men should refrein from doing violencs.
Though Tolstoy did not gain many followers becesuse his

teachings were too extreme, he nevertheless influenced many

people throughout Europe.

18 Lyof N. Tolstoy, My Religion, My Confession, and The
Gospel in Brief. (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1899).
pp. 422-423.

19 1vid., pp. 422-423.
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Gendhi. DPerhaps the greatest modern teacher of non-vio-
.'1ence is to be found in the person of Mahatma Gandhi. In his
activities in South Africe and Indis, both of which we shall
| discuss later, he has used the principle of non-violence to
§ attain the desired ends. He has utilized love and truth &s in-
struments of power to bring outsiders into his movement. He
| has been & resister of the most heroic type. His was an active
resistance in which is found not violence but the force of love
and secrifice. He called his movement "Saetyagreha™ which he
defines as "holding on to truth, hence, truth-force, "0

Gendhi has long believed that strength does not come
from the physical make-up., The strength lies in the asmount of
will-power. To him, non-violence does not mean the submission
- of his ideals and aims to the will of the evil-doer, but it
meesng the flinging ofvhis whole soul an& mind against the will

of the evil-doer. Gendhi knows that this means suffering, but

ﬁ he feels that suffering is & law of life, Iliankinda progresses

o1

i
t

'

' only as it suffers. He has great feith in the power of love.

" He writes,

The force of love is the same &s the force of the

| soul or truth. We have evidence of its working at
? every step. The universe would disagfear without

| the existence of that force of love.

20 Romain Rolland, Mehatme Gandhi (New York: The Cen-
tury Compeny, 1924), p. 647

2l ¢, F. Andrews, Mshatms Gendhi At Work (New York: The
| Macmillan Compeny, 1931), p. 808.
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The doctrineiof non-violent resistance h&es gained promi-
nence perhaps mainly through its successful application by this
great Indian teacher. He dared,not only to teach it, but also
to put it to practical use.

Those who practice his teaching fully must be ascetics,
.must renounce all violence, must love the enemy, must
learn to regard his power ang his acts of coercion
and violence as unrealities.<%
In this chepter on the greet teachers of non-violence, &

brief sketch has been made showing their thinking in regard to

its efficiency, There is now & clesrer view of what is meant

by the term "non-violence."',Throughout all of the recent cen-

-

turies great personslities have looked at the slow progress of

| mankind end then turned fheir faces toward generations coming

| after them and cried out that the hope of mankind was in the

application of non-violence in human relations’ These men have

taught that men ought not to employ violent methods in deciding

their differences, and the world still waits for the plees of

these great men to be heeded.

&2 N, H., Breilsford, "Passive Resistance and Non-Cooper-

‘ation," Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, XII, 10,




CHAPTER III
SUCCESSFUL NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE

On numerous occasions non-violence hes been successfully
used to resist oppression and injustice. With limitations,
desired results have been achieved in the struggles which have
been waged. Msny other efforts have been carried on, but the
immediate results were not forthcoming, and in some instences
the degree of efficiency could not be measured.

History is filled with examples of non-violent resist-
ance; More numerous ere the stories of individual resistance,
but one can enumerate many narratives of ma&ss non-violence
which was fruitful. 1In order that the underlying principles

may be seen in action and also that & basis mey be found for ad-

voecating non-violent resistance, & few successful attempts of

non-violent resistance are described.

The Hungarian Revolt. In Hungary in the middle of the

nineteenth century a campesign of non-violent resistance weas
successfully waged. The Emperor of Austria, Franz Josef, weas
attempting to bring Hungary under the complete subordination of
Austria, which wes entirely ageinst the existing tresty which
affixed the union of the two countries. Austria wes the more
powerful and could easily humble Hungary. A wealthy Catholic

landowner of Hungary, Francis Deak, protested against the
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sction of the Austrian government. Deak continued to protest by
orgenizing a boycott against Austrian goods andAproceeded to
meke Hungarian industry, agriculture, and education independent
of Austrian supervision. He pleaded with the Hungarians thet
they not resort to violence but that they should utilize every
available legal means of geining their desireé. The Austrian
tax collectors came to receive payments, but the people refused

to pay. When they placed the goods up for sale, they found no

were sent into the resisting communities, but they found it un-
comfortable and annoying to live among people who had no respect

for them, and they protested. The Austrien government then pro-

claimed thet the Hungarian boycott was illegel, but Hungary re-
fused to heed the.claim. Soon the jails became filled. The

Hungsrisns refused to sit in the government. ©So meny were

self-govermment was established. Hungsry wes not satisfied and
wished to have more freedom. Jhe emperor then forced the Hunga-
rians to take military training, but they refused. In 1867 the
emperor gave Hungary a constitution, and & viectory had been won,
This campaign seems to have been defective because
of some violence of inner attitude on the part of the
Hungzarians. But even so, it provided & remarkeble ex-

ample of the power of non-violent resistance, even though
the principle was imperfectly realized and applied.

: 1 Richerd B. Gregg, The Power of Non-Violence (Philadel~
phia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1934), p. 21,

buyers, and buyers had to be brought into the country. Soldiers

| thrown into prison that soon all had to be released, and partial?




The South African Rebellion, For many years prior to

1906, Indians had been leaving their nestive country &nd hed been
settling in Natal, Here in Natal they found manual work to do
in the mines where Europeans who were developing the country
were looking for cheap labor. Thousands of these Indians were
placed in indenture. Many of these new settlers were ambitious,
and soon they were farming end trading. Somé 12,500 had crossed
the border and settled the territory of Transveal. Because they

were not wanted by the natives of this country, they were soon

sub jected to many cruel and unfair lsaws.

Every Indian men, woman, or child over eight years of age
who had a legal right to reside in Transvaal was forced to reg-
ister with the government. His fingerprints accompanied the
registration. If he failed to register before & set date, he
'was to forfeit his right of residence, and eventually he was to
be placed in prison or deported. The Indians had been subjected
to many unfair laws before this time, but if this proposal was
passed they feared that their community was to be lost. This

law was passed by the legislature. Under the leadership of

Gandhi, protest meetings were held, but they were futile. Gand-.
gi was able to persuade the leasding Indisns to take &n oath to
their God that they would not register but would go to jail

rather than obey the law. The Prime Minister agreed to have the

law repealed if the Indians‘would register voluntarily. They
consented, but the gbvernment only passed further restrictive

laws. The Indians took up the struggle. Gandhi led a group of
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men across the Transvaal boundary, which was against the law,

into Natel where they picketed the mines in which Indian miners

were working. <Several thousand of the men ceme out on strike
and marched with Gandhi's men aoross the boundery into Trans-
vagel &s a protest sgeinst both the heavy tex which they were
forced to pay'and the supreme court's decision which made all
Indian merrieges 1llegel. Gandhi was arrested severel times
during the course of the march, and eventually all the marchers
were placed in Jail which was their desired end. They'were a-
bused and beaten, but they remained firm in their pledge that
they would not use violence. Soon news of the ill treatment
spread to India, and a committee was sent to investigate. Gand-
hi and two‘other Indian leaders were relessed, but soon after

their freedom was granted they demended that Indians should have

representation on the committee which was to do the investigat-

ing. The Prime Minister refused to do this, and Gandhi prepeared

to resume his struggle. It was about this time that & strike

broke out among the European workers of a railway in this seme

iterritory. Gandhi gained the support of many outsiders by re-

fusing to éarry on his endeavors until the reilway strike was

'settled. The Prime Minister found so much pressure exerted thsat

he grented most of the plees of the non-violent resisters. The
validation. of their marriages was established, the three-pound
hesd tax was abolished, the registration of the individuesl was
done away with, educsted Indians were allowed to enter the

country once more, and more just administration of the statutes
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.workers. He was soon arrested for doing this and then tried.

lwas promised.,

friend of the condition of these striving people who underwent

|lowers then began to take down the testimony of the peasant

Gandhi, speaking of the events in South Africe during
this period, ssid,
Our firmness was very disconcerting and distressing
to General Smuts, coupled as it was with our deter- !
mination to keep the pesce, and he even said as much.
How long can you harass a man of peece? How cen you
kill the volunterily deed? ‘here is no zest in kill-
ing one who welcomes death, and therefore soldiers
are keen upon attacking the enemy while he answers
blow with blow and violence by violence. Our viec~-
tory was implicit in our combination of Ehe two qual-
ities of non-violence and determination.
Champaran. Another successful attempt at non-violence is
found in Gendhi's work in Bihar in Northern India.® The Chem-
paran tenent was required to plant three out of twenty parts of

his land in indigo for his owner. Gandhi was informed by a

numerous hardships. The owners disliked the presence of Gandhi
in their territory and appealed to the officials of the dis-

trict to -expel him. He was served notice that he must leave, to
which he gave the reply that he had come because he felt that it
was his duty and that he wes going to remain even if he were com-

pelled to pay the penalty for disobeying. Geandhi end his fol-

|The Mecmillan Compeny, 1930), pp. 273-288,

£'0. F. Andrews, Mahatme Gandhi At Work (New York: The
Macmillan Compeny, 1930), p. 357.

3¢, 7. Andrews, Mahstma Gandhi; His Own Story (New York:i
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He pleaded guilty, and then asked the court if he might make &

brief statement. The request was granted, and he told the offi-

or his conscience. He was a&llowed to go free to continue the
investigetion. The governor became personally interested and
investigated, after which he appointed & commission to investi-
gate further. Gandhi was to be & member of this commission.

The commission was whole-heartedly agreed that the law was un-
fair to the peasants snd that the amounts received by the plant-
ers and ownere were too large. The law wes soon repe&led, and
the peasants won & vietory wholly through non-violent methods,

Throﬁgh no other means could their oppression have been relievedﬂ

The Bahai Cult. The Bsh&i cult offers an excellent ex-

éamplé of non-violent resistance.4 Mirze Hussein Ali who later
ébecame Baha'o'llai wes born in 1817. He assumed leadership of
]Lhe Babis cult upon the death of the fourmder in 1852. The Shah
of Persia wes shot ﬁy one of the Babis group, &nd as & conse~
quence the whole tribewas persecuted and some were thrown into
prison. For four months the Baha'o'llah and his followers were
forced to live in the dark, dingy, and filthy dungeon with high-

way robbers, murderers, and thieves., No one had any protection

from the cold of the floor, ZEach dey during those months one or

4 Charles Meson Remey, The Bahai Movement (Weshington,
D. ¢, ¢+ J. D. Milans and Sons, 1912), pp. l4-24.

cials that he faced an inner struggle of whether to obey the law|
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more of the followers was put to death by torture or some other1

~violent means. Eventually it was decided thet Baha'o'llah

should not be put to death but that he and the rest of his fel-

low-believers should be exiled into Mesopotemia. After much

i hardship they reached their destinetion. Upon his return from
exile, people of &1l faiths flocked to follow fhis leéder. The
eult grew, but word came to the ruler that Bsha'o'llah was in~-
Juring the Moheémmedan religion., While both Turkish and Persian

governments were moving to wipe out the movement, Beaha'o'llah

remeined calm and serene and inspired and encouraged his fol-
lowers by writing words of consolation and guidance. He was
1summoned to appeer before the government of Turkey at Constan-
tinople. The Jjourney, which was made with numerous members of
the faith, was long and hard. The poorly clad peoples lost many

of their number before they reached their destination., After

some time spent here the group was exiled to Akka. Bahs'o'lleh
|
llived in this prison under the most edverse conditions. Several
|
Baheis from Persia ceme to see him. He waild sppeer before the |

iwindow, eénd they would weep and return, filled with new zesl for

|

service and sscrifice. For seven years he spent his time here

with his companions in an attempt to gain his freedom. While in

prison, he wrote epistles to the rulers of the countries stating

|his desire for them to respond to the latter day cell of the

1Lord, and many responded by believing on him. At last the offi-

cials geve him his literty.

| This may seem &t first to be & purely non-resistant pol-
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icy. There was & positive espect of their ectivities, however,
for Baha'o'llah wrote,

Thou hast come to see a prisoner end an exile., « «
We desire but the good of the world and the happiness
of the nations; yet they deem us a stirrer-up of
strife and sedition worthy of bondege and benishment.
e o o That 8ll nations should become one in faith

and all men &s brothers . . . Yet so it shall bve;
these fruitless strifes, these ruinous wars shell
pass away, and the "Most Greaet Pesce" shell come.®

The Russian Doukhobors. Doukhobors or"spirit-fighters"

was the‘name given by the Russiah Orthodox.clérgy to a groaup 6f

non-conformists who claimed that they rebelled against the

| spirit. They really were & group who claimed to be guided by

the spirit of Christ. They h&d & high moral code.
They consider killing, violence, and in general all
reletions to human beings not besed on love %s opposed
to their consciences and to the will of God.

They believed in the supremacy of the conscience which was the

will of God, but submitted to the rule of Russia insofar as

' their conscience allowed. Their number increacsed repidly and

soon the church and the state begen & vigorous and lengthy cam-

peign ageinst them. Thie resulted in their being deported to

Tauris. It was in Tauris that they refused to bear sasrms for the
government, as this was against their principles. Following

! theirrefusel to heed the demands of the govermment they were

5 J. E. Egslenmont, Baha'u‘ilah and the New Era. (New

{York: The Bahai Publishing Committee, 1927), p. 48.

6 ,"Doukhobors", Encyclopedia Britannice,
14th edition, VII, 556.- .
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' their strong morality, Alexender II of Russia introduced com-

lemigrate. Their sufferings and hardships attracted the atten~
étion of Tolstoy who wrote to the Russian government asking that
?their demands be acknowledged. The Quékers in Englend also
Epleaded for their cause, After meny countries intervened in
;their behalf they were grented permission to emigrate, and some
awent to the islend of Cyprus while o thers later found their way
'into Cenada. Successful results end desired ends were achieved

through resistance which contained no violence.

exiled into the wild country of Transcaucesis near Turkey. They
lived in hermony with the wild netives and established & pros-

perous community. In 1887, after peace had brought a laxity in

pulsory military training. They then began to continue the
tradition of refusing to bear arms. Much of their property wes
taken away by the government, end they were subjected to much
torture, suffering, and want. They remained firm in their deter
mination to refuse teking part in sny violence. Iliany of their
members withdrew from the Russian army, and &ll burned what arms
they possessed. In 1895 the Doukhobors were victims of‘another
series of persecutions., The Cossack riders invaded their
community, plundered their homes, and drove many out of their
homes. Over & thousend of their number died during the first

two years of wandering. They pleaded that they be allaved to

Thus we have discovered that objectives have been resl-

ized in recent years by various peoples through non-violent meth-
|

iods and means. Further illustrative narratives of the sufficien7
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cy of non-violence might be discussed. The ambition for non-
violence in the settlement of disputes and grievances, for the
relieving of political oppression and other sociasl evils, is not
without foundetion and cannot be called idealistic without basis

for considerstion. Non-violent resistance has been highly

effective in numerous critical conditions.




CHAPTER IV
THE EQUIPMENT OF A NON-VIOIENT RESISTER

Equipment is necessary to & non-violent resister. As
every soldier needs to be equipped for hi s campeign, so also the
passive resister needs to have certain equipment. The essen-
tiels, however, are of entirely different natures. While the
soldier depends mostly upon external and meterial ob jects, the
non~-violent resister of necessity must be eguipped with inter-
nal qualities of emotional, morsl, ana psychic nature, An
attempt at non-violent resistance will be futile and useless
unless these inner characteristics and traits are to be found,
for without these individusl attributes the morale of the whole
group will not be strong enough to endure until the desired ends
have been attained. As Gregg says,

Before groups can successfully use non-violent re-
sistance, individuals must understand and become

disciplined and practiced in it. And before indi-
viduals can be successful in it they must prepare
themselves., Those who believe in non-violent re-
sistance only as & tactic, a policy, & weapon, &s
well as those who believe in it as & principle,

must, in order to be successful, cultivate faith-
fully the sentiments appropriate to 1it.

Feith in Mankind, Feith in mankind is of primsry impor-

1 Richard B. Gregg, The Power of Non-Violence (Philadel-
phia: J. B. Lippincott Compeny, 1934), p. £28.




tance to the pessive resister. Those who have the hope of &
new and finer world and work toward that as & reality must first
of 81l believe in men who inhabits that world., Rufus M, Jones

in his introduction to The Power of Non-Violence tells of an old

Hebrew 1egend.2 The legend tells how Moses was going up the
mountain to his death on Pisgah, At the top he asked Jehovah
why he was not allowed to enter the great stretch of land which
lay before his closing eyes. Jehoveh enswered, "You doubted me,
but I forgave that doubt. You doubted your powefs &s a leader,'

and I forgave that doubt, but you lost fai th in this people and

doubted the divine possibilities of human nature. That I cannot

'forgive. The loss of that feith makes it impossible for you to

enter the Land of Promise." The legend illustrates a profound

trﬁth in life., Man advances only when he has feith in the idea

that men's condition can be bettered, and when thet feith is not

present he shell never find himself in any advanced status.
The resister must have & profound conviction that the
standerd of man's life and actions can be raised when men resart
to higher and finer methods of judgment than the physical force
of iron and steel which is now used., He must believe that man
has within him the capacity for removing grievances and differ-
ences through decent and respeofable methods. No advocator of

non-violent resistance can be without this great asset., It is

2 Ipid., Introduction, pp. 9-10.
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desired successful conclusion end destination., In the majority

basic and fundamental to the success of non-violence.

Belief in God. A belief in God or its equivalent may be

deemed necessary ionne is to te successfu; as & passive resist-
er, Those who believe in God or in & reality which transcends
all time and space seemingly comprehend much more easily the
true meanings of non-violent resistancé because'first of all
they believe in & great and finel presence, & central truth and
uniting principle; and this factor of conscious unity and power
is the basis of passive resistance. This is further illustrated
by the fact that the greatest teachers and leaders of non-vio-
lent resistence have been extremely religious or at least be-
lievers in & supreme reality which could not be perceived by the
ordinary bodily senses., Such individuels will be more likely to.

instill and guide the process of non-violent resistance to the

of cases where passive resistance has been successful the re-

sisters have been people who have tsken religion seriously.

i

‘people who are inclined to be in earnest about their faith.

'might be substituted for belief in God. But definitely there
‘needs to be some belief in & unity or truth which is behind 1ife,

'and the believer in God looks toward the fulfillment of this

This means that thé religion was more then mere institutionsal
ielief. It was & deep seated conviction of and faith in & real-
i

ﬁty. This fect may explain its effective usage by the Indian

If truth and God are synonymous, then belief in truth
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'on the social group. He realizes the harmful effect of violence

llupon the unity of the parties concerned, for anger and hafred

unity. The religious man would thus move to integrate and guide
the emotions of his 1life by utilizing as the stimulus Godvvifhin
us., He would feel that the heappenings in this life are impor-
tant and significant only as material for spiritusl exzperience,
and consequently de&th coming to him could not be the tragedy
and loss that it is usually thought to be by others. He is not
fearful of death itself. He is fearful of the effect the act of

killing would have upon the killer, upon the one killed, and up-

disrupt thet unity or prevent its reslization. Violence begins
with the mind and spirit. A profound feith in & reality or
truth would be & tremendous asset in keeping all forms of anger
and malice from the resister's mind because he would be striving
for that &ll meaningful goal and ideal. He would be seeking to
realize truth or God, not only in himeelf, but in others.

Gandhi cells non-violent resistance Satyagrahe which
means "grasping or holding fast to the truth." To him, &s to
most néh-violent resisters, things of the spifit are of d eeper
truth or reality than those which are limited by time and space.

To believe this is to be religiously minded.

Love. Gregg says thet love is probably the most impor-

tant sentiment in powerful non-violence.® Love mskes the Tre-

3 Ibid., p. 229.
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abundant life, and he lives as if he were eternal. Thies great

- task requires energy, and love has this creative energy. The

sister feel the oneness and wholeness of all things, especiglly
life. He needs to feel it and reslize its presence so strongly
that peoplé around him also gether that sense of unity and one-

ness, Because he loves, he desires to create & fuller and nmore
creative power of love cannot be underestimeted. Any creative

love of the non-violent resigter is & positive, energetic, &nd
creative force &na power. The methoa of non-violence provides
an outlet for this vast exuberant energy. This creativeness

is the direct result of a feeling of love., DBecause the resister
hes the sentiment of love, he also poscsesses & feeling of fear-
lessness, truth, freedom, and unity.

The love which a non-violent resister has enaebles him to
look into the hateful, the violent, &nd recognize the germs of
love and by encouraging them he nourishes them into 1ife.
Gendhi, after much experience and success, has sgid, "The hard-
est fiber must melt in the fire of love. If it does not melt
it is because the fire is not strong enough."4

Love does not conquer quickly and instantly. No complete
conquest is immediately forthcoming. Completeness demends time,
Its conquering power progrecses slowly and steedily, but effec-

tugally. It geins impetus &s time passes.

' tury Company, 1924), p. 72,

4 Romsin Rolland, Mehstms Gandhi (New York: ‘lhe Cen-
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®

is to be made in the social, political, and economic ills. When

Discipline. The individual is prepared for non-violence

only after he has been able to exercise control and discipline
over his thinking, his spesking, and his acting. He gains
inner strength. As he has disciplined his inner 1life, that is
of fer more importance than the dieciplining of his external
life by the government. Yo him, the ills of the world are only
the result of defects in the inner life, psychological, moral,
and spirituel. Because he has mastered this inner field of
battle he is equipped to fece the pressure and exertion of non-
violent methods.
The treining and disciplining has several phases. Suf= -

fering and death are inseparable from social conflict. Since a
non-violent resister will almost inevitably suffer, there must
be disciplining to endure suffering. Gandhi saw this fact. He
toid his disciples,

Suffering is the mark of the human tribe. It is an

eternal law. . . . Progress is measured by the amount

of suffering undergone. ., » the purer the suffering,

the greater the progress. . « . Non-violence in its

dynamic means conscious suffering. . « . I have ven-

tured to place before India the ancient law of self=-

sacrifice, the law of suffering.

This voluntary suffering is necessary if any correction

a condition is wrong, and an attempt is made to right it, the

wrong will probably prevail until the reformer has concluded

5 1pid., p. 67,
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! ie undergone is secondary in importance. 4lso the public is

| more likely to believe in the efforts of the resister i £ they

| becaus$ he has not the courage to be killed while he

within his own mind that he is willing to suffer. If the desire

for the gosal and end has bveen strong enough, the suffering which

see that he is taking his beliefs and policies so seriai sly that
he is willing to suffer and die for them. Since all greét
changes require'suffering, if the changes are to be made by
mesns of persuasion rather thah by violence and force, the per-
suader must take upon himself as much of the involved suffering
as possible., Voluntary suffering is an effective meens of per-
suasion.,. ‘Obviously no one éan vbluntarily endure pain and.suf-
fering unless one is prepared for it.

There must &lso be disciplihe sgainst cowardice. "Non=-
violent resistance reqﬁires courage greater fhan the courége to
fight violently."6 While courege is necessary in any physical
combat, it is moie imperetive that courage be present when non-
violence is opposing violence. Seys Gandhi in spesking of need-
ed coursage, « 7

Where there is only & choice between cowardice &and vi-
olence, I edvise violence., I cultivate the gquiet cour-
age of dying without killing, but to him that hes not
this courasge, I advise thet of killing and being killed,

rather than that of shamefully fleeing from denger. For
he who runs away commits mental violence. He runs away

kills.

6 Richard B. Gregg, "A Reply to M. De Ligt," The World
Tomorrow, XV (March, 1932), .78, _ —

7 P, B, Fisher, Thet Strasnge Little Brown lian, Gandhi
(New Yofk: Rey Long and Richard R. Smith, lnc., 1932), pe 59.
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i This statement by Gandhi emphasizes the importance of
_ﬂcourage in the resister. Surely, when officials in the army
ﬁstress the velue and necesgsity of courage, it is not unreason-
i
able to stress the fact that there should be coursge in the dis-
ciple of non-violence.
This courage can be cultivated through discipline. Case
says in speaking of coursage,
| The experiences of the World War, particularly those
-aspects which pertained to the creation and mainte-
nence of what was known as "morale" amply demonstrated
that coursgeous conduct is very k rgely & matter of
discipline &and ideals.
The early Methodist street preachers were sometimes sub-
jected to the harshest and cruelest treatment, and they can be
called anything but cowarde. Most of them came from a tough,

hard English peasant class which contained men who were in the

hebit of faring well in fighting. Yet they could walk thraagh

a storm of brick snd bets hurled by & howling mob and be un-

dismayed. Here, through discipline, courage was employed and

'was & valuable asset.

: Exemplified courage, likewise, is an effective msans of
Npersuasion. It creates a feeling of unity between onlooker and
;fhe courageous, and tends to influence toward the side of the

.resister who shows courage.
i

. 8 Clarence liarsh Case, HNon-Violent Coercion (HNew York:
‘The Century Company, 1932), p. 159.
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‘spiritual powers cannot be understood. The humble person feels

that no matter how smell the sct, it is for him to act correctly

‘hazerd coincidence., It is & product which cannot be cultivated

Edirectly but is & quality which exists when men is in right

Humility, according to Gregg,9 is really a true s ense of
spiritual values and proportions, and as such is important in
non-violent resistance. Humility is commonly thought of &s
meaning lowliness and meekness. It is really the awareness that
temporel and materisl advantsges in size and rank ere compara-
tively unimportant to the elements of the spirit. In reality

it is spiritual equalitarianism, and until it is possessed

for the humble obscﬁre life rightly lived ie of importance and
interest to the highest. The spirit of humility gains 1its. sense
of velues from.truth itself and not from individuals of impor~
tance. Then, also, humility helps us to keep eternal values
continually before our eyes, Whereés if humility is not present,
our eyes are hanpered into seeing everything limited by our
lifetime., When one is humble, he is more open-minded to further

truth and deeper spiritual insight. This humility is not & hap-

relation with his fellow man, to truth, and to God. Thus this
virtue is a creation of discipline and cen be attesined only

after one has disciplined himself in his living.

9 Richard B, Gregg, The Porer o f Nan-Violence (Philadel-
phia: J. B, Lippincott and Compeny, 1934}, pp. 240-241.
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One cennot underestimate and underevaluate the vast im-
portance of these basic principles which are the equipmént of
power ful non-violence. Without these fundemental elements there
seems to be small possibility for violence to remain abstract
and epart from -the progrem of resistance. With these facts in
the lives of &s many of the resisters as is possible the a-
chievement and attainment may be anticipated. Niebuhr stressed
the importance of this inner equipment when he s&id,

The technique of non-violence will, if persisted in
with the ssme petience and discipline attained by Mr.
Gandhi snd his followers, achieve a degree of Jjustice
which neither pure moral suasion nor violence could
attein,10 -

One can readily see that these high sentiments and fun-

damentel principles can be found in great religions, and thus

v}religion can be & driving power and stabtilizer of & non-violent

resister, Many, however, will doubt that these sentiments can
be cultivated in individusl lives in this modern nechanized
Western wofld which does not have such a personal regerd for
religion. As Niebuhr ss&ys,

' The insights of the Christian religion have become

! the almost exclusive possession of the more com-
forteble and privileged classes. These hé&ve senti-
mentalized them to such & degree that the disinher-
ited, who ought to e&vail himself of their resources,
has become so conscious of the moral confusions
which are associated with them that the insights
are not immediately available for the social strug-

10 Reinhold Niebuhr, Morsl Men and Immoral Society (New
York: Cherles Scribner Sons, 1932), p. 254.
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gle of the Western world. If they are not made avail-
able, Western civilizetion . . » will suffer from cru-
elties and be harassed by animosities which destroy
the beauty of life.ll

The resources of the Christian religion are available to

the underprivileged, the oppressed, and the disinherited of the

world. These peoples grasp hold of the dynamic powers which
religion gives more readily than do those who contribute toward
the support of institutional religion. These people are the
class of men and women who need effective and efficient means
of changing the society which refuses justice and mercy. The
Christian faith holds these sentiments within its scope and as

such can be the dynamic of non-violent resistance.

11 1pid., pp. 255-256.
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CHAPTER V
THE INDIVIDUAL IN NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE

In order to investigate further the extent to which non-
violence is sdequate, the working of this theory must be thor-
oughly studied and comprehended. The possigility of successful
operation has long been doubted because it has not been fairly

investigated. A rational besis can be farnd for the support of

'this theory which will give it intellectual respectability. Be-

cause it is & complicated and difficult problem it must be ap-
proeched from & definite angle. For convenience and for better
understanding of human.reaction it will e viewed from the
standpoint of the individual, and in a later chepter it will be
discussed from the group aspect with the idea of determiningbits

probability of success in such situations.

Theory in Action. When an individual who is the victim

of attack responds with physicel punishment, he gives to the

lattscker sn incentive for further violence. He acknowls dges the

b

iattacker's method of the use of violence as the only metns of

7settling a dispute or difference. The attacker at once thinks
!that his method is vindiceted and justified. Violence &lone

'will not be necessery to establish this thinking in the mind of

langer, or an expression of hatred the result is the seme. The

the ettacker, for if the resction of the & ttacked is one of fean‘
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victim of his violence has acted &s he presumed he would. Cour-
aege and morale are substantislly supported, and he moves forward
on his victim, reassured that he shall defeat him by the mutual-
ly agreed test of violence.

The sdvocate of non-violence thoroughly believes that an
entirely different result is effected when the attacker meets a
true follower of non-violence. Here the transgressor faces an
iindividual wno is calm, fearless, steadfact, and disciplined in

the ways of non-violence, He immediately informs his attacker

(that he does not agree with his method of settling differences,

gfor he returns no blow upon the ettacker., A protest is made to
idemonstrate clearly the viewpoint of the attacked, and en in-

ﬁvitation asking for a more fair treatment of the problem is set

N
I
I

‘forth. There is resistance, but it does go deeper than the

onrds themselves, As the blows fall upon him, he demonstrates

Ehis sincerity end his conviction by his unflinching attitude.

1

ﬂHe does not shrink from the blows. No fear is forthcoming from

ihis eyes. His voice shows no measure of lost courage. His body

Eremains as erect as it was before the attsack.
E Some question arises here as to the results produced by
fthis procedure. There is no doubt that the first impulse which
%the attacker receivés is that he is facing a coward who feels
gthat he has been defeated. Through much previous discipline .,
Ethe resister is able to upset his assailant by his amazing en-
édurance of pain, &nd by the poise which he maintains.

At such &n unusual and unexpected reaction, the
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assailant will be surprised. If at first he was in-
clined to be scornful and contemptuous of the victim
es & coward, those feelings rapidly become displaced
by euriosity and wonder., As the psychologist Shand
! points out, "Wonder tends to exclude Repugnance, Dis-
i gust, and Contempt in relation to its object." :

This unexpected reaction creates an element of surprise

and wonder in the mind of the assailant, which disturbs the

i

imental and moral bslance. He finds the attacked has rebuked the

Il

'use of violent means as & method of settling disputes, such as
éwas used by distant ancestors who roamed the forest centuries

ago. 'Where he once was confident that his method was correct he

nowv is uncertain. The attacked has poise and self-control be-

lcause he has anticipated the experience and planned how to re-
spond., The attacker is without plans for further procedure be-
jcause he has not expected such reaction, consequently he becomes

frustrated.

Advantages of Non-Violence. With the nature of violence

itself are elements which eventually lead to the defeat and
failure of the ettacker. Anger repidly uses energy, and because

enormous energy is destroyed, prolonged anger and violence is

most exhausting. If this anger and violence is continued, it

‘may lead to the complete exhaustion of the attacker. A telling

rfactor is that much of the energy needed is consumed by himself,

fThe higher motives and elements in the character of the attacker

v 1 Richard B. Gregg, The Power of Non-Violence (Philadel-
‘phia: J. B, Lippincott Company, 1934), Pp. 43.
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are brought into conflict witn the baser and coerser emotions
through the constant and insistent appesls of the non-violent
resister. The incessant reiteration of appeal and protest di-
ivides the personality end tends to meke the assailant lose his
moral balance. Thus much of needed energy is expended updn him-
self,

Also the attacker is fearful lest another onslaught upon

b

§the innocent and non-resenting victim should bring reproach to

ghimself from previously non-interested pasrties. He is beginning
|

5to think, mainly because he sees clearly that he has misjudged

l

ﬁthe resister by concluding that he was a coward., He is uncer-
gtain as to future reactions snd debates &s to the advisability
uof future advences.
i In the face of such valiant and courageous resistance,
the assailant is no longer in possession of complete assurance
as to the validity of nis cause.

Both the temper and the method of non-violence

yield another very importent advantage in social

conflict., ‘'‘they rob the opponent of the morel con-

ceit by which he identifies his interests with the
peace and order of society.z

i’Once a steadfast conviction is no longer reteined the sttacker
'consequently proceeds less forcibly. The poise of authorita-
tiveness diminishes. Through looking &t the group he becomes

‘more conscious and awere of his own position in the struggle.

b

f 2 Reinhold Niebuhr, Morel Lisn end Immorsl Society (New
| York: Cherles Scribmer Sons, 1932), p. 250,
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|He views his coarse and brutal scts in contrast to the:refihed
and courageous resistance of his adversary. He loses prestige
''and self-respect, and this the public soon senses and disab-
proves immediately in its attitude to the attacker. These inner
psychological workings grow out of the fact that the attacker is

in & more suggestive frame of mind thean is the non-violent re-

'sister., Because he does not anticipate & non-violent resaction
ihe is not equipped to further his campaign against his victim.
:After the first blow is struck, and no retsliation is forth-
coming he is advancing on an undertain and strange course of
sction. ‘

In this interaction numerous advantages are enjoyed by
the non-violent resister. In the struggle he has taken the

morsl initietive. His conduct is unexpected and unpredictable.

'His actions are surprising and the attacker advences more cau-

ftiously with & feeling of uncertainty. The attacker has no. def-

linite assurance as to what his victim's next move and act will

H .
'be., A second adventage is thet the non-violent resister is
@

'fully prepared. He knows what difficulties and reactioms are
Aforthcoming and proceeds fully aware of the stéges in the‘strﬁg-
gle end encounter., After 16ng previous discipline and training
ihe is able to maintain self-control and the energy which anger

demands is conserved end maintained. He has thought through

‘his plen of resistance and thus is not in such & suggestive
1

!
mood as is his opponent. He is not surprised because through

the process of reasoning end by a high degree of faith he knows
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|
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|
|
i

Iy
‘it
i

}what is taking plece in the conflict and is prepared to see his
iway to a victorious end at any cost.

Another advantage to the non-violent resister lies in
the fact that by refusing to resort to violence he demonstrstes

& respect for the integrity and personality of his melefactor.

{
1

It is & common trait of men to desire that his fellowmen give

respect to his personality. Even in conflict this sdmiration

for respect ics present., This self-regarding element is con-

{
{sidered by some psychologists to be the basis of &ll high morsl-
iity. Niebuhr says, "Non-violence is usually the better way of

}expressing good will."® Reslizing that he has the respect and

ﬁgood will of the resister tends to produce shame within the

i
]

p

assailant. Likewise, it increases and multiplies the respect

i
t

.and good will of the onlookers.
{
!
i His suffering produces another element which aids his
! ‘
‘cause. Through his endurance of pain he hes proved by perhaps

{

gthe only decisive method his deep sincerity and determination.

The fact that non-violence is present deepens and strengthens

| the proof. His suffering demonstrates the truth that his whole

life is integrsted and harmonized with its sole objective &nd

Epurpose the reglizetion of the goal. This disturbs the violent
fattacker ana moves the onlookers.

E Both parties in the conflict have uppermost in their

I
5
i

3 Ipid., -p. 247.

minds and hearts the longing for social approvel and enlistnent.
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The non-violent resister has & grest advaentage in the struggle

%insofar a&s the influencing and convineing of the socisl group
is concerned., The coursge, determination, and sincerity, to-
gether with the expression of good will by the resister toward
his assailsnt creates curiosity and surprise in the mind of the
/public. Tney hear him plesd that some peacesble meens of set-
Etlement be carried out. Where they did not think and reason be-

fore, now they begin to investigate the cesuse for which his

ﬁlife is suffering. As liebuhr ssys,

Non-violent coercion and resistsnce, in short, is a
type of coercion which offers the largest opportunity
; for a hermonious relationship with the moral and ra-
i tionel factors in socisl life.

The effect upon the socisal group may not be realized

fimmediately but the action is definite and compelling. ‘hise

'fact is borne out countless times in the history of menkind.

}Innumerable times non-violent resisters, although seemingly de=~
%feated, heve given the incentive which has produced social

i

ichange with powerful effect largely becsuse they appealed to
Ereasoning and morsl 1life of the sociesl group. Since the day of
gJohn Huss end his followers tﬁis method has become closely knit
;with the forces working for socisl and politicel revolution be-

‘cause it is & potent instrument for gaining social approval

' from the thinking factions.

There are definite eggressive phases of non-violent re-

| 4 Ibid., p. 250.
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sistance. The assertion that it has very little positive and
consfructive to offer is false as we have tried to demonstrate
in this chapter. - It has a positive message for pesce gnd for
social reorganizetion for there are innumerable psychological,
social, rationsl, and spiritual facts which stand at the com-

mand of & non-violent resister and sid him in his csuse.
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| the tremendous opposition of violence, it is necessary that we

| the vital and powerfullphases of its working we can see thor-

| thet the mein objective and aim is not the killing of the

between physicel forces meinly, but is a struggle between moral

CHAPTER VI
MASS NON-VIOLENCE

Non-violent resistance, in ordér to be effectual and
potent, must be practiced by & large group of resisters. 3Be-

ceuse some doubt the ability of non-violent resisfance to meet
discover the action of mess non-violence. By an inspection of

oughly how this policy procures‘resuits which are unobtainable

through any other methods.

Dynemic Power of Non-Violence. There are numerous fac-

tors which tend to aid the resister in his struggle agsinst
violence. Within the nature of maés violence, &8 in individual
violence, there are definite characteristics which contribute
to its own defeat., Within non-violence is power which i s over-
cdming and overwhelming. A discussion of this power reveals
several aspects.

Mess non-violent resistance weakens the morale of the

attacking group. It is a well known fact of militsry science

opposition but the weekening of its morale. Meny famous mili- |

tarists besr out the essertion that war is not the struggle
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, |
and psychological factors., Regardless of strong discipline in |
Lthe soldier's life he is & vietim of the suggestibility of non-
4
‘violence. The thought of men suffering voluntarily and refusing
g ) |
K, !to retaliate has & marked effect upon his attitude toward the
non-violent resistér. As fresh men replace the fsllen, there
is certain to be reaction within the most disciplined soldier.
iThe. result is that each member of the sttacking group is forced
to use his rational processes, and Frederick the Great once
sgid, "If my soldiers began to think, not one would remain in
.the raﬁks." The instant the individual member begins to think
;he separatés himself from the mass mind which prevents &ll in-
ﬂdependent thinking. Independent thinking and reasoning in the
midst of conflict opens the way for & broken morale within the
;attacking group. According to Case,
| The spectacle of suffering for a cause may lead even
‘ the persecutor to reexamine his own dogmes, if for
! no other purpose than to revel in their correctness.
t But reexamination admits new light, this modifies
; his view, &and then in the end the conquered becomes
| the conguerer.
} Shelley has ably expressed this strong suggestive power
{
of non-violence in his "Mask of Anarchy."
IXXXIV 4nd if then the tyrants dare
Let them ride among you there,
Slash, and stab, and meim, and hew,
| Whet they like, that let them do.
LXXXV With folded arms and steady eyss, |
» ‘ And 1little fesar, and less surprise
{ E
| 1 ¢lsrence Marsh Case, Non-Violent Coercion (New York: !
|The Century Company, 1925), p. 400,
|
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Look upon them as they slay
Till their rage has died away.

LXXXVI Then they will return with shame
To the place from which they came
ind the blood thus shed will sgeak
In hot blushes on their cheek.

Once the morale of the opposing group is broken and weakened the

victory is largely won. fThis resistance may be effectively
aided by boycotts and other supplementary methods.

Another important consideration in successful aggression

| is prestige of the governing group or authorities. Gregg says,

The meintenance of prestige requires respect or awe
or fear from others. Now if any of these Anglo-
Saxon govermments or ruling classes engage in harsh-
violence agsainst & group of truly non-violent re-
sisters, the news surely lesks out sooner or later
and lessens the prestige of that ruliug group in the
eyes of the rest of the world. . . . Dignity and
prestige are shaken.d

The civilized world looks disdainfully and disgustedly

et the employing of violence to repudiate a fasction contending

ffor 8 hearing. A nation wanich would command the respect and
jadmiration of this civilized world must settle its differences
‘with minority groups without the aid of violence. For this

:reason, Hiebuhr says,

Non~-violence is a particulaerly strategic instrument
for an oppressed group which ic hopelessly in the
minority and has no possibility of developing suffi-

2 Edward Dowden, edltor, The Poetical Works of Perc
Bysshe Shelley (London: Macmillen and Comp&any, Ltd., 908

|
|
|

D. 353

® Richerd B. Gregg, The Power of Non-Violence (Philedel-

phis: J. B, Lippincott and “Compeny, 1934), p. 104.
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cient power to set against its oppressors.4
Thus we see that & nation in order to retain its prestige
and respect, not only emong the rest of the nations, but also
smong its own people, must refrain from the use of violence.
Another asset of non-violent resistance is that the
morale of the struggling and fighting non-violent group is
strengthened, The sight of fellow workers suffering with them
increases the moral strength of each resisting individusl, This
suffering tends to unify the group spirit. Each moment of
suffering endured edds strength end energy to the resisting
factions.
Perhaps the most important factor in msss non-violence is
the winning of public approval and sympathy. As Gregg says,
Ano ther reason why mass non-violent resistance is
effective is because in the course of time it wins
for its users the support of public opinion. . . .
It is well known that the gaining of public opinion
is one of the principasl objects of war., That was
the object of &1l the propagands in the World Var.
The immensely greater pert that propaganda played
then in compsrison with previous wars shows the in-

creasing importance of public opinion in larger
conflicts.”

Any movement is in a position of advantage when it is
'able to gain the approvel of the public. As man becomes more

'givilized this fact becomes increasingly important. ‘hen any

L 4 Reinhold Niebuhr, Moral Men and Immorsl Socie@z'(New
' York: Cherles Scribner Sons, 1932), p. 25%2.
i

! 5 Richard B. Gregg, The Power of Non-Violence (Philadel-
phia: J. B. Lippincott end Company, 1934}, p. 110.
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| Ginn end Compeny, 1927), p. Z1.

program is attempted an immediate step is teken to enlist the
support of all socially minded peOple.- The flood of propagands
which is issued by modern contending groups makes &any added
argument unnecessary.

Phillips6 says that there is within all individuals an
indefinite tendency for sympathy and that this sympathy is the
corner stone of all morsl life &nd development. The importance
of this inherent tendency is realized by the non-violent re-

sister. Through sympathy people come to understand and appre-

they inveriably sympathize, and as this is emotional in char-
acter it enhances persuasion with little difficulty. Persua-.
gsion is the goal of non-violent resistance and may be achieved
by two procedures, says Case,7 namely, through argumentation

or through suffering. Both have their proper place in non-
violent resistance, and the resisters utilize them. The public
hears the explanations and argumentations of their attitude,
but perhaps the most influential factor in the whole nature of
their non-violent program is achieved through their willingness
to suffer. One writer saw this fact and said,

Courage and suffering exhibited in & non-violent cam-
paign will yield more constructive and permenent re-

6 p, E, Phillips, An Elementary Psychology. (Boston:

: 7 Qlarence Marsh Case, Non-Violent Coercion. (New York:
QThe Century Compeny, 1923), p. 397.

ciate the finer quaslities of life. They are persuaded because
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both groups.

sults than would be true of the sacrificés involved
in & revolutionary war.8

By their voluntary sﬁffering they are working in accord with the

laws of crowd psychology.

Velues in Mass Non-Violence. It has been said that no

social change is accomplished without'some form of coercion, for
coercion is necessary, if for no other reason than thet pure
argumentation is not demanding enough tb attract the attention
of the opposition. If that is true the great question is to
discover the method of coercion which ié mo st harmonious and
beneficisl to the well-being of each individual. In non-vio-

lent resistance is found the type which is of greatest value to

Boycotts, strikes, and civil disobedience &re forms
of negative physical coercion. VWe believe that they
are more effective instruments of the spirit of good-
will then violence.?

We néed not only a spirit but we need & method. Non-
violent resistance affords this method which has pressure accom-
‘'panied by & spirit of brotherliness end friendliness.

Also when non-violence is prqgcticed a vicious cycle of

reproduction is interrupted. Hate no longer is perpetuated by

|
‘hate.
;

It is morally preferable for the innocent to die

(December 28, 1932}, 607,

t

1 8 nour Attitude Towerd the Crisis in India," The VWorld
!‘Tomorrow’vxv (March,1932), 70-71, ,

9 ngandhiism Versus Socislism," The World Tomorrow, XV
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at the handis of the guilty than to save their own
lives by slaying the offenders. Retalistory killing
is provocative and tends to be self-perpetusting.

‘ The willingness of the innocent to die rather than

| to kill m&y be redemptive. . . . Preparedness to
kill perpetuates violence, &nd fails to afford
security to the innocent.io

‘Hete breeds hate is as much & law of the social and moral life

as & law of reproduction is & part of the biologicel 1ife. The

!
|
|
!continuation of violent methods leads only to further violence.
|
| If menkind and his civilization are to be preserved from inev-

|
Eitable chaos some effort must be made to disrupt the forward

‘motion of this cycle action., llen ere building false hopes in

‘the theory that armeament and gigantic defense can preserve

?justice and peace, for the inevitable conclusion is Jealousy,
| fear, and distrust.

Non-violence holds the only solution. It gives men &

hope, & vision, & method, and & spirit for the creation of this

ﬁfiner gnd better world which holds less hate, fear, and anger.

!
’ The means do determine the end. Nankind likes to think

gthat tnhe only matter to be considéred is the end, but the meauns
ihave a great influence upon the end. After centuries of strug-
égle and conflict by use of violence, this fact is becoming im-
gpressed upon our rationel faculties. As Niebuhr says,

|

| Even if justice should be achieved by social conflict

|
1

i
{

, 10 rirby Page, "Clascs Wer and Religion," The World
‘Tomorrow. XVI (March 8, 1933), 225-228.
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wnich lacks the spirituel elements of non-violence,
something will be 1ackin§ in the character of the
society so constructed.t

Life demands non-violence in practice. No lasting pes&ce

can be achieved until men grasp the truth that violence in
methods leads to conditions filled with violence., Norman

‘Thomas says, "Until menkind is capsble of achieving a peaceful

revolution no revolution will be genuinely secure."1® Those
goals and ambitions which are held for our society are realized
only as we employ me&ans which are in harmony with the ends we
seek, Non-violence is & me&ans which is compatible with the

ends which we seek. The resistance of non-violence is & meth-

od whose virtuous characteristics may safely become & part of &

refined and Jjust society.

Enormous suffering is diminished or decreased when non-
violent resistance is practiced., Although suffering is expeét-
ed and is certsin to be present, the amount is very small when

compared with the vast smounts which &re present in violent

‘combats., Man has & tremendous voice in the decision as to the

conditions under which he lives while society is being changed.
When using violence which produces unnecessary and unmitigated
sufferingz, men is creating for himself & hell on earth. Through

non-violence which lessens and minimizes suffering he is en-

11 Reinhold Niebuhr, lioral Men and Immoral Society (New

EYork: Charles Scribner Sons, 1932}, p. 256.

|
|

12 wormen Thomas, "Is Peaceful Revolution Possible?"
The Wworld Tomorrow, XV (beptember 14, 1932), p. 252.




57

countering chenge &nd yet is mainteining and preserving those
higher qualities of socisl relationships.

Some individuals have & tendency to belittle the dis-
astrous agony of suffering, but the most horrible and devas-
tating experience of man is that of suffering. Ko oﬁe discred-
its the theory that there‘are velues in suffering, but when
added suffering is created by man's brutelity to men those
values are not so great and may bé lost sltogether. One needs
only to review the era which followed the great World War to
understand what great suffering does to varticipants in violence
and also wheat are the great influences of vast suffering upon
the morals and conducts of non-psrticipants. liany well-known
social workers, as well as psychologists, point to the chegp
evaluation of ideals and life as & fundamental cause of &

declining morality.




CEAPTER VII
SULIARY

Certain definite aspects of non-violent resistance have
been discovered and investigated in the study of non-violent
resistance, and conclusions can be stated. 1In this concluding
chépter we wish to sketch briefly what observations were meade
in the preceding chepters and to state some provlems which have
‘arisen in the mind of the author.

By sapproeching the problem through the writings of

teachers who have advoceted non-violence, we concluded that the
| theory of non-violence in humen relationships has not been lim-
ited to any one age or to any race or type of people. A clearer

'understanding was obtained of what is meant by non-violence &and

iwhy it is most important to the personal and social life of the

gindividual.

A review of some successful attempts at non-violent re-
%sistance revealed a clearer conception of its action and also
gconclusively proved that this type of resistance has been waged
i‘ef.t‘ectively in various parts of the wrld. These few examples
afforded a basis for an expectation of reasongble success in
other instaences of non-violent resistance.

Where noiu-violence. nhas veen successful certein definite

 treits of character were ceen to be predominant. These atti-

i
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- -
E*tudes end sentiments heve had an outstending effect upon the

. progress and vitality of the ceampaign. From studies made, the
conclusion was drawn that equipment of proper attitudes and
sentiments was essential and necessary. Because of pressing
demands for strong character and will; the resister depended
upon these sentiments and attitudes which enabled him to strive
until the end wes reached. The importent factor of discipline
was considered as to its place and value in the progrem. All
of these factors, it wes 1earned, could be achieved by methods
of cultivation and discipline. However, it was noted that some
desired charscteristics were found in some peoples to a grester
degree than in others,

The action of the individusl non~violent resister was

studied from the point of view of a struggle between one re-

sister and one attacker. A thorough investigation of reaction
'pointed clearly to certain decided advantages of the’non-violent

resister. lot only wae his opponent & loser of mental end morsl

Lbalance, but the resister was seen to gain the approvsal &and
I
I s .
icommendation of the social group.

he assertion has been made thaet mess non-violence is
weak &nd impotent, but mass non-violence wee demonstreted to be

& powerful and aggressive weepon which maekes itself felt in a

r . _ ,
positive msnner. In non-violent resistance there were seen

chrtain values which come only when such a method is utilized.
}With certain ideals and embitions for our society, the proof
!

i

hes been mede evident that non-violent resistance is the only

|

!

+ —— S — i —
|




- llascertained. We may say truthfully that non-violent resistance

@adaptation is to something greater which is forthcoming. Be-

method by which these changes m&y be eccomplished. é
|

The realization of values is the result of non-violent

resistance. These values can be achieved only through some |

'passive and non-violent processes. The world will never incor-

porate them as a fact into its life ﬁntil it has once employed
imethods which are non-violent in character. Non-violence stands
iready to cooperate with man toward the building of finer and |
more humene social orders which are based upon justice and love,
It deserves the privilege of greater experimentation by proper

{and noble men who are well enough equipped to wield it as a

weapon for social change.
The suthor has found it impossible and impracticable to

estimate and state concisely the probabilities for the success

of non-violent resistance. Non-violent resistance finds its

- |
\greatest power in the psychologzical realm and therefore is not r

‘definitely measurable. The other factors are so interwoven

that the importance of each toward ultimate success cennot be

ﬁis in the elementary stage just as thousends of years ago
i .

military science was an innovation and as such was on & primi-
!

tive level of development.,

The non-violent resister is fully able to meet all of the

laverage requirements of his age and day, but he refuses to

?surrender himself to its accepted modes of behavior, He is the |

i

ione who is forging ahead into & new world of truths. His l
|

pe— S L T T T T T I T T :
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|

caﬁse he is striving thus, he is unhappy, but yet, paradoxical-

ly, he is happy in his unhsppiness. His unhappiness is that

of & creative mind and

he lives on the forward line of his age, on the margin of its

expanding life,

soul.

Ee is a great personality, for




|
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