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The bogxa or Sayin^e of Jessie,, 
-0*

The few words Known under this capt.ion were found,v/ritt.en in 
6reeK,on a leaf from a papyrus book,, The leaf was marKcd and 
was Qvidentjiy the eleventh pa^e of the codex from which it. became 
detjacbed.j It, is about, ^/4 inches broad and ^/4 inches in length 

The edge is bprn so that, the original length of t-h© leaf may hove 
been much greater.j. The sentence tpo,at. t^e bottom of the page is 
inccffiplete.. The leaf was picxed up in a heap of rubbish at, the 
Egyptian village behnesa,where formerly stpod the ancient, flourish-- 

ing city of J/xynchus.. This village is sit.ustpd on the right banx 
of th© J^ile some 1?'^ miles south of Cairo., This city was of mucii 
importpncQ in early Christjan times., dtfabo says that it. was named 
from the worsnip of a Jiie fish of t-he &t.-urgean class,with pointed 
headC’o^dpu-jxoo)* it appears that uhe city was nct.ed for t/ie i^reat, 

number of monxs and of the former and of
lathpr,. Prof.^Swetp-quotps duffinus as saying,’”Ho one can worthily 
depict the religiou^s life of the place ; it, is so manifold and so de«- 
light^^ul.. The tpwn is pacxed with .'sonxa-,ithe neighborhood teems 
with the®.. Such public buildings as they have,and the old pagan 
temples,are now in the hands of the fflcnKs,ond in every part, of the 
tpwn the mon3sti.c ceils far outnumber the privatjs' houses., fne city 
being a large and populous one,has ty;eive-churches; but, the monks 
with their ceaseless hymns and lauds,4*(hicb rise night, ano day to 
he3ven,^5ax€j. it^,in factj^-aii one church of God. There is not a pagan 
or a heretic tp be found there.Ail the cit^iiens are Christians 
and Qptholics., The date of Christianity in thie ^lace is quite- 

early., A tisnop of Oxyrhyncnus signed ths Seieucien Creed of 
and other Dishops had preceded him in that. see. Those who have the- 
honor of making this iroport.ani-, discovery,and who have editpd the 'pay­
ings,,are Messrs Grenfell and Hunt, They were searching under the 
auspices of tfe Egyptian Exploration Eund.

The eaact. date of the Lo^ia cannot te given.,. The t^ype cf the 
handwriting,and the absence of all 3tppd,^breathings, and accen^t.s in 
the tpxt, indicate a date not, latpr than A.p.awhile the presence 
of word contractions,4>hs interpolation of^ special char0Ctprs,and a
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dist4.nct^ve,and t|iis unusuai- 
‘Loj^ia of Jesus*.»
clearly tp cast, out. t)ie aiotp'
evidentj.y 0 fragment, of t|ie

Indeed it. is ident*

isiight, tendency towards a separation of t|ie words maae isjprobable an 
Jeariier datp- t^ian 200 A.D'.; The- fact; tjiat. it, is a part, of a codex 
<and not, of a roil prevent<s assuming an earlier datp-than 200’A.D.i 

i(jTbe‘ original from which t^ie Sayings- were t^ken ware* doubtless much 

folder, i
I!' Thp title- by which this fragment, is designated is open tp critl- 
joism^es. expressing t^e character of th© sayings., **It. is. difficult/**,, 

jsay th©’ editprs,/*tp imagine a title- bet,tpr suitpd tp a series of say- 
ingB,each introduced by t^he-phrase-riooOb’,tban *’bogia*'< The 
iobjection t,P the- t;itie’A0>fla ri^bou^’,-is that* from tji© time of Herodotr 

ius’ haa been intprpretpd tp mean oracles or oracular sayings.^ 
(It, is so rendered- in t^e- New TestpjDsnt, in th© four places in which 

i(,tlie word occurs,^vis. (-Aotp 7:3R; Kom.^: 2; Heb. 5; IS;-I Pet,'1': 11,, There 
ids in tjtie spirit, of the- cpntpnt;? of this page grounds for the t^tle 

’iogia* with t»hiB meaning.. Again thi® document, must, not. be confused, 
with th© sources of Eatlh-^ stnd of !jude,and of LuKe,or with the *iogi^* 

.of Papias,, HarnacK is of th© opinion that, our gragment, forms no 

partj of suph ’logia*.. This,of course is questionable.On th©’ 
other hand is a regular formula for scriptur­
al citpt,ion6.j Much of th© Sayings is doubtless scriptural,but. a 

’portion is not, so^appprently... Sayings is but, a free- translation of 
th© tprm X<Pfxa.g Vlith this discrimination in mind,^»e‘ may accept, th© 
title as fairly appropriatp tp th©’ fragraent^not, however pressing it; 
too far.^ Already th©’ title has become 

ly intprest^,ng document, is. known as the 

bogion I.^p^pnd then sbalt. thou see 
that, is in thy brother'*s eyeij This is 
saying found in Math,yTI,Ri-5jand in Luxe VI-,4’3.Indeed it. is ident?- 
icai with bh© last, clause of buke-VI,42,according tp th© R‘.3r., althougj 

Restpott, and Hort^change th© order of the words somewhat, in their 
itpxt^,. This saying is so closely connected with these gospels that, 

^ti adds a flavor og genuineness tp the whole of th©' logia.j Prom t.he 
iportion,iti is impossible tp decide whether it, is tpken from th© Gos- 
^peis.or has a simpler forffl,or'pointp tp a common source-of tradition 

or* written records..
bogion li.^Jesua saith,-Except, ye fast, tp the* world,ye shall in ooh 

wise find th© kingdom of God; and except, ye keep th©'c.abbath,y© shall 
t  .. .. as s:  ■ 3^ H.



, not^ see t|ie Patter.
|Phis- sealing has no parallel in t|je Gospels^^nd presenfeB some perplex*^ 
ing profaieffis.t The' first, difficulty is me^ wit|i in tiie phrase ’v^io- |

'SdVi kdhuov{J .^Various tj^anslatjions have^ been suggested ,as | 
|’'unless ys'fest, in du]S'order-'’<61enienh^’V(ith a luat^rial |ast’'(MoffatttJ,| 
|*'^hll0 the’present, order last^3'’;-*'A world’^iong fast.^(Swet0’)». Did th© 
'genitive- instpad of th®’ accusative occur th® t^'anaiation would be siuphjj 

eaaier*) Many eaiendstions are offered,but. it^ seems' best, tp accept^thsi 
heading of th®' editpr®.. This phrase is verspusly rendered ♦tp. t/ie 

,world*’froiG the-world*',‘and ♦-as respects the world*.j The lather' seemfij 
tfcp me the most, preferable^.. Another difficulty in isaising this phrase j 
Jlharmoni^e with the remainder of the saying lies in xM corresponding ; 
phrase, oappotiX'S^c i^d^pa'sov Here' we have the usual construction 

of-a Gogpat^ accusat>tfe'»/ Tnat, such a differnece exist^s in th® con*» j, 
Btpupt^ons nay well cause- doubt, as tp t/ie correctj emendation.lU is m 

HebraisUc io style^and doubtless reflect^ Jewish thoughts, lii
Xs the second half tp be t^feen literally, or netapboricaHy '^hdj 

(first, parti is necessarily metaphorical >6o the preponderance of opinioiJi 

(favors the- lather intprpretption.^ The meaning then seems tp be a HI 

spiri-tpa^ throughout^; To fast, as respect^s the world is ip live m 
[pbove the .world upon a spiritpai plane; and tp xeep t.be Sabbath is tp 
ijabstgain from all sin., It, is possible to find in the-Gospels passage^: 
yithet, ssy suggest, th® idea of fast-ing and of xeeping-the Sabbath,but itj, 

lliseemu most, lixely that, this has a more djirpct reference tp the old ji 
Testament,. It, would then maxe salvation depend upon tpe Jewish faetj 

iiiand observances-of t/ie Sabbath-^ If thie is a real saying of Jesus., 
Ht, ffiustj, have- been uttpred with a view tp spiritusliaing thiis. Jewish 
conception.^ Vfith thi® explanation it, accords with Jesus’ t,eacningSi.

it, IS possible that^ the setting out. of which this saying was tpK* 
Iilen,tta3 euph that no ambiguity could attach tp the saying.If we do 

lijnoti supply some such condition then we are lead to believe that, t.he- 
saying i^ pseudonymou,sr3- ThS'^ength and style of the saying closely 

resembles the-Lord’s sayings in the-Sermon on the Mouptj,, T-am in* 
dined tp regard thi® logion as s genuine saying of Christi in which 
t-hers'was expressed a spiritual meaning.' It, is .hardly conceivable 
ghat, all or even any great, number,oomparaVivdy,of the sayinge of 

Jesus are- embodied in th® synoptics., ?5hy should not; this saying,,
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(tjien.be genuine ?•
bogion sait^ I stpod in t/ie Didst, of t^e world,and in

jtiie fiesh was I seen by t^eai,and I found all men drupKen.and none- 

found I atjiirst* among t^jem,and- my soul grieved over the- sons of men,f 
Jlbecause they are blind in their heart,I

The- meaning of this.logion ia sufficientiy clear,so thati no ex- 
|>ianat^on is necessary.; It^ suggest^ the closing words of the third « 
ijhhaptpr of |aruch '**Aftprwards did she-appear upon earth>snd

l|^as conversant, with men";This logion finds no parallel or hardly a 
H^uggest^on in the Gospels. It is incompietp-but, it, is probable that, j 
no new thought, was added-,* It, is tp be- not.ed that, the reference in ||j 
ibaruch is thought, tp belong tp a latpr addition tp the- Hebrew Baruch;

(hnd this particular verse- ia regarded by many as a Christian interpoi-;i 
I'etion.. Whether it, is a genuine sayyng of Jesus or a product, of med- ||| 

(itption will probably never be dnown unless new discoveries are 
(brought, tp light, i
[ The-tpiae when these-words were sposen0assuming that. Christ, did 

(h.ttpr them) is a mat,tpr of some conjecture. 'lbs- aorist, tense is used||, 
lljlt. Sight, have been just, before the crucifixion or after the HesurrectJ- 
lon.. Jf before his death,Jesus looks upon his work as practically 

jf inishedi©nd with a ret^'ospectiive'glance iam^nt^ the- hardness of men*^ 

iiheart^. J The use of the present, bpnse favors this period,as both th© 
'aorist, and present, tpnses could then be made tp harmonize.. The perioji 
jaftpr the fiesurrectjon seems ouit^ a natural one so far as the-past, 

kense is. concerned;, Either period should present, no great difficulti^,. 
J The phrase '’in the-flesh "'.suggests the thought, of Christ,’s spiritr 

Il'Uai existpnce’as antithetjcal,. This perhaps gives rise tp the-greats 
[^pt. difficulty,;

The Johanine- flavor of this logion has led some critics tp place it, 

jamon^ Gnostic writings.;
The- opinions of critics upon this passage vary greatly.. Some hpid- 

the saying tp be 'extj:,a-biblical,and- ungenuine,’While others cling tp 
K|th© oppositp view., I see* nothing tp determine-conclusively the cor- 

ijlrect, view.,

bogion IV’. > poverty.;;i
The' editprs have- placed this word in a separotp logion,, Eost. 

^critics combine it, with the-prededing logion., While this wqrd is 
4 .... = = - - - s.

tjien.be


suggestjive.-it^ connection is- so broken t|3at tp discuss itj is. niere- 

speculatAon.i
I boglon V;*-Jesus sait)),-wherever there are;p^.-jand there xs
*1^ alone,-! a® with hi®.. Raise the stpne and there thou shalt. Bind ®s-, 

cieave the wood and- there a® I.,
J Of the emendat.ions offered for the first: part; of this saying,Biass 

gives, whdt, seeas the= aiost, probable.He says,wherever there are t,wo, 
yi they are- not, wlthoutj God’s presence,©nd if anywhere one is alone,!
J say I am with him.. One objection to this is that it, makes the num-
II eral t,wo indicated by a iettpr(pi,while in the second clause one is

Hi spelled in fuiltero-).: Ridpath has pointed out. that, this is by no
Il means a serious objection,as in Codex B of the BXX there occur fre*- 

quent: uses of numerals side by side with bhe word in full.. This 
first, part; is quit^ simiiiar in thought, tp passages in both

-and! Old' g.^ Uat^^ John Sxodcp0:.^2-

^2?^) There’ is nothing m tjiis. part, tp show th9t< itj oights-not^ her a 

genuine; spying of’ J.esujsj
lij ThO'datitpr part/of th®'giaes: no-difl^iGulty in the^reediiig; 

the-point; of contention here lies in the meaning of the passage..
I give some of the opinions tpat, have been set. forth., 1.^^^etpjBisko | 
and Harn&ck suggested independently that, th'^ clue lay in iscclesiastss 
10:9.^ There th© writpr refers tp the vanity and danger of manual ijji 
work.- ’Vihoso heweth out, stpnes shall be hurt, therewith;and he that, Hi 
cleaveth wood is endangered thereby’. Harneck interpret^ the saying| 
as the blessing of th© Carpenter’s Bon upon manual work. bo the 
simplest, work,quarry stpne,or cut, down trees,©nd you will find my
presence with you.. Dr Swetp aliegopiises it^The Wisdom of God pledge^ 

” Himself tp be with th© Christian builder,and never' more so than when hi 
he builds aiobe* and- with labor and peril... ?.^he view that-has been m 
most, widely accepted is that which sees in the words an assertion of |
the presence of Christ, in natpre. The- thought, is,’’In all forms of 
human life-1 am present,,even upder inanimate creation ’ ,'’'bif t yonder 
stone-,cleave yonder* piece’of wood". 3; The third vievr emphasizes the?

The editprs are followed by Dr James in this..
"You must, make an effort, iikS’ that, of

imperatives,^
fiarnest, effort, is implied.;
raising a stpne or cleaving a tree- if you wish tp find Me".

-f-indti in- th«- 



I eepuXohre and ih t)ie wood of the cross. He refers to t)ie patpistAc 

int.erpret^tion of HabaKkujt 2; 11 in support, of t,his thought^,
’ 5,Ritsaiist;ic sacrifice is su^gestpd by sotse. ’’Prepare an altar,-

II pile up t)ie stpne-,cleave the wood for fire,and I shall be- there in 
your-worship”;, 6.f.Ji,Fisher gives a novel ssaning,^ I cuptp his

I own words; "The Ophitpa intprpreted the stpry of the' tpsiptAVon of

■ Eve hy tji© serpents quite' iitpr'ally,and supposed t^at tjiis very ser*
. pent, reappeared in the fore of Christ, or in *5ophia* thus representpeiH 
! The moht, ii5ely"piace tp iooit for a snaKe is under a big stpne or in

I the cleft, or' hollow of the tfunits of trees./'.

The raoBt, nat,urai meaning seems- tp me tp be ths univer'gal presence 
Bl of God,not in’ a pantheist,ic sense but. as the creating and conserving 

power of th« universe.,
bogion VT.j-Jesu.s saith a prophet is not- accept.abie in his own

• country,neither doth a physician woric cures upon them that, tsnow hiin.^ 
The first part, of this iogion is very simitiar' tp th©' thought, ex* 

pressed in MathvA^’^?,^arx 4; 4',buKe‘and John 4^44;;^. The use of 
inclines tpwards buKs.; JI

Th©'iat,tpr part, is pract^tcally new.. There’may be some.'hist, in !

th© expression in Luxe "Physician heal thyself". This last; part, i 

can be no more than s partial t.ruth. I
bogion VII. r Jesus saith.A city builb. upon the top of a high hiilj 

end est.ablishedjCan neither fall nor be hid.
This logion evidentiy coiisbines the thought of ,Zat.t, P; 14,with that.

I 'I of 7; 24-25,^ The iitprary form ana style,however,is not closely de*-

I iii pendent,. It. shows now closer resemblance to uuiie ^;4^.I bo^ion VTXi.^. untp t-hy face^jr presence).,.,y
I This has been emended so as to iead,'^Tiiou hesrest with ear,huti

the other hast thou closed. The letters tfiu^ restored were almost 
w illegible., This is probably a good restoration and tjie iogoon gives
III no difficulty in interprstjation.
H The most, intprest^ing,-important.,and yet uncertain question in re­

gard tp the oogia is that, relating to its origin. The dayings 

' themselves purport, tp be tjie words of Jesus. If it. were grabbed
II that Jesus did uttpr in subst.ance here recorded, it, must, be admitted 
I that, they have been recast by the hand of a cosipiier.,, Tiiere seems 

I to be nothing in the most of the sayings that would disprovp' ths
= ' ---------------------—.iiui.r ■ .................... ............... ......
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olex^B of ti.he fragment: it,seif,tJ3at tjiese are genuine sayings.. Ther^^ 
is the Hebrew paraiielisffl t^at. would indieatp t.-hat. the compiler of S 

the Sayirifcjs is a Ghrxst.ian Jew., I
ii ^he relation of thxs fragment-, to the ”iogia*' mentioned by Papias^can­

not, be definitely Known untsii more inforntat-iofl is brought; tp
the* work of Papias was formed on tjue basis of O’Ur Pour Gos­

pels,as Lightfoot and HaraacK suspose^or ofi- a collection antecedent 
tp our Gbspeis cannot, atj present, be Known,. It, is cert.ain that,

I while tfie Mayings are simiiiar to the Gospels in some rsspectjs,yet. 
there is new mat^tpr not-, contained in the Gospels., Saaday thinsa

I t.hat. the Logia^of wnich we have only this small frasffi©nt.,were not,

I those of St, S^atthe^'G^’^d very probably had no direct, connect^-on with 

the woru of papias.. It seems by no means improbable that, the codex
1 tp which our fragment, belonged may have been excerpt,s from a collectr 

i ion of real sayings of our Lord,and that, in connectl.on with the
SynopVcs it, may have- a common origin.^ There is an undoubted ring 
of genuineness i»i some of the hayings; as muph so as thosse in tfi^ 
Gospels-themselves., Of course there is a possibility'that, those 

passages wherin tfie bogia differ from the Gospels may be intsrpoir 
ir ations of a iatpr dat.e.^ At. any rate we need nou. doubt; tpe genuine­

ness of most of the bogia,althoughb their origin cannot- be definite­

ly Known.,
w riarnacK holds tp the view that the uog.ia ace taden from the Gospel
I of the l?)gypoxens. Ihe location where' the^ wore found would favor I 

J this view., h'or my own part„in reading enei quotations from the Gos- ■ 
pel of the Egyptians as 1 have been able tp find,! fail co see any , 
close siajiiiaciby either in style or content bet,ween the uogia and | 

i ths Gospel tp the Kgypt^tans. i

i If we assume^as the basis of our fra^mentjgenuine sayings .of
I Jesus that, antpdatp our Gospels then the discovery is of great value.| 
I It 13 significant ip t^oiating tpwards what, might, be, and suggesting a
J' solution to some synoptic problems.. At present no positive assert,- ■ 

''I ion can be made; f'<e must, Viait. for more light.,whicn we trust may 
j soon dawn. In conGlusion 1 wish tp quotp ths-summary of llr Cross.. 

! He maKes the following propositAoh: - l.That. th©'content's of the frag­
ment formed park of a coilecti^^ of sayings at^tpibuted tp Jesup., |

III
111
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That, the Sayings are not; all tpken from tj^e canonical Gospels,or 
founded on thesi.j 3!^ That, some of theo are apparently founded on 
sayings which appear in a eimpier form in tjie synoptp-c Gospels..
4,, That they appear tp belong tp a stream of t.radition flifferent. frou 
the traditions of the canonioai Gospeis^different, but, related- and

secondary.. R,..Thati there ia no evidence to show whether they were- 
culled from a gospel or gospels or from any other writjtpn- composit­
ion.. 6, Thatt they have’ a common literary chajr^ctpr which may have 

been due tp th© compiler or editpr.
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I The following is the' list, of booKS ana articles referred to in the 
study of the subject,.

Taylor,The bogia of Jesus.
I Lock and Sanday,-fl3S7 bect,ures.

■' Amer.iour.pf T4ieolo^y,1^9^.j

Hartford Seminary "Kecord,
Presbyt.erian and Keformed Kev lew, 139P.

til Critical Heview,M
Expository Times,1393,

"i Sxpositpry Tidies, 1^97.; J

Sendell Harris,Contjemp. H©view,6ept,„jl39?. I
JU Expositor,Oct, ^^97’. /Hsdpath)
''I Independent,July ??,1A97.-/Bacon).

independent,July P9,.1A9‘7.^ !

Gont^ffip,. Keyistt,Aug. 7,T397,_ 
Athenaeum,Aug.7,4397.

J New IVorldjiaept-^.797.
i Biblical ¥iorld,Aug.ilA97.

tipectatpr^Juiy 17 and ?4',1’='97.. |

i^c Clures Uagaiiine, Nov.-1397..
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