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The Legia or Sayings of Jesus,,
-ph
fhe few words known under this caption were found,written in

Greeg,on a leal from a papyrus book., The leaf was marxked "11™ end
was evideatly the eleventh page of the codex from which iy, beceaae

detached., It is about, @ 3/4 inches broad and 5 3/4 inches in lengt)i

The edge 1s tprn so that the original lendth of the leaf pay peve
been much greater., The sentgnce tpo,et. the bottom of the page is
incoemzlete., The leal was picked up in a heap of rubbish at the
Bgyptaan villese behpese,where formerly stpod the ancient, flourish-
ing city of Gxynchus., This vallage is satuated on the right bank
of the Nile some 17" miles south of Cuiro., Thig city was of wmueh
wmporbtance in certy Christian times.,  durubo seys thet 1t vwas naned
fros the worsnip of & dile fiak of uphe oturdeen class,wath gpornted
head ("v&dpuygoo). It uppecrs that vhe city wes noted for the sreeat,
nugber of monss und v:rélng,b]“,pﬁﬁ of the former znd 20,000 of the
favtpr,, Prof.8wete auectes Kuffinus es saying,"No one can worthily
depact the relagious life of vhe place ; 1%, 18 so menifvld and so ded
lightful., Ihe tpwn 1s pacsed with amonks,bhe neizghborhood tesas
with them., Such public buildings ss they have,and the old pagaon
temples,are now in the hands of the monks,end i1n every part of the
tpwn the sonastic cells far oubtpumber the private houses., [Ihe city
being & larze and pogulous one,hss twelve churches;but, the monks
with their cezseless hyens end lauds,wbich rise night, ano day to
heaven,pasg it,1n fucv,ell one church of God. There is not a pegen
or a heretic tp be found there., ALl the citizens are Christians
and patholics,, The detg of Christienity in this plece is guite
garly., 4 tishop of Oxyrhyncnus signed the Seleucien Creed of ?RY,.
and other pishops had preceded him in that see. Those who have the.
honor of making this imgortanty, discovery,and who heve edited the Bay-
ings,are lessrs Grenfell and Hune, They were searching under the ]
guspices of the Egyptaan Bxploravaon Fund,

The eaace, dute of the Logiu cannot te given., The type cf tho

hondwriting,and the absence of all stpps,breathings,and zccenis 1in
bhe text, indicate e datg nov, later than P A D jwhile the gresence
of word contractjions,the intgrpoletion of special charactgrs,and a
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@light, tendency tpwards a separation of the words nake improbable an
‘igarlier datg than 200 A.D.. The fect; that, it, is 2 part, of e codex
«and not, of a roll prevents assuming an earkier date than 200 A.D.!
wae»originaI from which the Sayings  were tgken were: doubbdless much
older,;
¥ The titie by which this fragment, is designatged is open tp criti-
chsm,as expressing the character of the sayings., "It is. difficultr,
taay the editprs,tp 1mag1ne a vtitle betier suited tp a series of say-
ings,each introduced by ther phrase- Xéyes"incolu,than *Logie™., The
’obJecngon to the t;t;é’ﬂﬂkaa fibout ,is that, from the time of Herodot-
lue A6¥va has been 1ntgrpreted tp meen oracles or oracular gayings.,
J%t. is 50 rendered in the New Testapent, in the four places in which
ythe word occurs,vie.rActs 7:38;Rom. B 2; Heb.5; 12,1 Pet, 41 11,, ‘There
sis in the spirit, of the contents of this page grounds for the tatle
"Tlogia' with this meanind., Agein this document, must, not, be confuged.
with the sources of Katthew and of uwuse,und of Luke,or with the *iogiﬁ'
of Papras,, Harnack is of the opinion that, our fragment, forms no
part, of suech 'logie'., This,of coorse 1s gueaticnable., On the
other hand Nékea,or Aéher 'wnypagf is a reguler formula for scriptur-
al cihg&ﬁons., Luch of the Sayings is doubtless scriptupal,but, o
‘porbion is not. so,epparentliy., Sayings is but, 2 free translation of
the tprn Aé¥ra., With this discrimination in mind,we' may accept, the
title as fairly appropriate to the fragment,not, however preseing it
too far., Already the title has become distinctive,and this unusual-
ly interestaing document, is. known es the 'Logis of Jesus®.,

Logion I.;;,pnd then shalt, thou see clearly tp cast, out, the potg
that, is in thy brother's eye:; This is evidently e fragment, of the
saying foupd in Maty, ¥II,R-5,and in Luxe VI, A2., Indeed it is identr
tcal with the last, clause of Luge VI,4?,accord1ng‘tp the R:Mﬁ,althougm
Hestgoty, and Hort, chanie the order of the words somewhat, in their
Etaxt,¥ This saying is so closely connectpd with these gospels that,
iitkadds a flavor of Zenuineness tp the whole of the logia., From the
portion, b, is impossible tpo decide whether it, 1s taken from the Gos~
tpels.or has a siopler form,or points tp a common source of tradition
or written records.

Logion I1.rJesus saith,Except, ye fust to the world,ye shall in no
‘wise find the kingdom of God; and except, ye keep the‘gaébath,}e shall
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, nob; see the Father,,
Phis seying has no parellel in the Gospels,and presents some perplexs m
ing problems.,, The first, difficulty is met, with in the phrase ‘vmo-
[¢uesvs 13V kSopovis ., Various tpanslations have been suggested ,as i
|“unless ye fast, in due&order"(@lemen§,ﬂﬁ1th a material fBast"(Moffats),
["#hile the present, order lasts™, it world~long fest™ Swetg),, Did the
“Fench;ve’lnbtpad of the accusative occur the transiation would be mugh)
casier.; Hany ependations are offered,but, it seems best, tp accepl, the
reading of the editprs., This phrase 1s vapipusly rendered 'tp the |
lworid*!fron the world!,and ®as respects the worid'.,, The latier seeng
foo me the most, preferableis, Another difficulty in masing this phrase
Iharmonzze with the remainder of the saying lies in itg correspgnding
lphrase. caBBaidee m@ﬁdﬁﬁamov ., Here we have the usual construction
lof* a cognate accusative;,’ Taat, such a differnece exists in the conw
|strugtions may well cause doubt, as to the correct, emendation,, Itbisﬁ
“Hebrazstgo in style,end doubtless reflects Jewish thought.h I
Is the second half tp be taken Literally or metaphor;cakly ?.  Thd
|Eiret, part; is necessarily metaphorical,so the preponderance of oPanioj
[Eavors the lattgr interpretation., The meaning then seems tp be 2 I
spiritysl one throughout,; Yo fast, as respects the world 18 tp live
yebove the .world upon & sparitpal plane;end Lp keep the Ssbbath is §p "
labstein from sll sin., It, 13 possible to find 1n the Gospels passaged
pbhat, may sugsest, the idea of festing end of seepinyg-the Sabbath,but i%
jseems most, Likely that; this has o more dirgct reference to vhe vld
Testgment, It, would then mzie salvation depend upon the Jewish fast'
hand observances of the Sabbath., Tf this is a real saying of Jesus,
41y, musb, have been ublpred with & view o spipiipalizing this, Jewish "
conception., W®ith this explanstion it, accords with Jesus! tgachings:,
t I, s possible that, thie setling out of whieh this saying was tak-
len,was such that no ambiguity could atbach Lo vhe saying., It we do
pnob; supply some such condltgoq then wg are lead to believe that, vthe
saying is pseudonymousr; The length and style of the saying closely
‘pesenmbles the Lord's séyings in the Sermon on the Noupt,, T .em in-
ckined tp regard this logion as & genuine saying of Christ, in which
there: was BXpPGbSEd a spiritusl meaning.: Ib is hardly conc?xvable
ghat, all or even any great, number,comparatively,of the seyings of
_ ,desus are embodied in the sysoptics., #hy should noy; this saying,
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[bhen,be genuine ?-

Logion III,~Jesus seith I stood in the midst, of the world,and in
the fiesh was I seen by them,and I found all men drunken,and none
"ound 1 athirst, among them,and my soul grieved over the: sons of men,:
“because they are blind in their heart,,.;, ]

The meaning of this. logion is suffaciently clear,so bhat,no ex-
&lanatgon is necessary.; It, suggests the closing words of the tpird
lehapter of Qaruph (111.8%); “Aftarwardb did she appear upon eerth,end
lwas conversant, with men"™, This lodion finds no parallel or hardly a
jsugsestion in the Gospels., It is incompletp: but, it, is probable that,
no new thought, was added., 1It, is tp be noted that, thé reference in |
éBarugh is thought, to belong tp a later addition tp the Hebrew Baruch;
fand this particular verse is regarded by many as a Christien interpol+
ﬁ?tion,, Whether 1%. 1s & genuine sayyng of Jesus or a product of med- |
fatgtion will probably never be «nown unless new discoveries are
Ebroughb,. to light,, m
. The' time when these words were sposen,{assuming that Christ. dad u
[utter them) 1s & matter of some conjectare. [he aorist, tense 1s uped),
fTt. maght, have been just, before the grucifixion or after the Kesurrect
iion,, If before his death,desus looks upon his work as practically
ﬁinished;end with & retrospective glence lamgnts the hardness of men'sg
hearts.; The use of the present, tgnse favors this period,as both the
aorist, and present, tenses could then be made tp harmonize,, The period
@ftpr the Resurrection seems quitg & natural one so far as the past
tense is concerned,, GBither period should present, no great difficultyf,
m The phrase Y“in the flesh™ suggests the thought of Christ'’s spirit- '
jual existgnce as antithetical,, This perhaps gives rise to the greats
last. difficulty.; :

'Phe Johanine flavor of this logion has led some critics to place it,
&amons Gnostic writings., '

The opinions of critics upon Lhis passage vary greatly.  Some hold
the saying tp be extra-biblical,and ungenuine,while others cling to
fthe opposite view., I see: nothing tp determine  conclusively the cor-
grect, view,

Logion IV.y,;; poverty. o ;psii:

Phe editors have placed this word in a separate logion., Host.
icrities combine it, with the prededzng lOglOﬂ . While this ngrd is
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suggestive,its connection is so broken that tp discuss it is mere
speculabion.;
IH Logion V.rdesus saith,wherever there are.,,.pnd there 18 oOne,,.y;,
Valone,I ap with him., Raise the stpone and there thou shalt. find me,
cleave the wood and there am I.,
mOf the emendations offered for the first. part, of this saying,Blass
gives. what, seens bhe: sost, probeble,, He says,wherever there are tmo,
mtpey are: not, without, God's presence,end 1f anywhere one is alone,l
say I am with bin., One objection to this 1s that 1%, makes the num-
Meral two ipdicated by a lettgr(ﬁ) while in the second clapue one is
spelied in full{elo).; M¥r Ridpath has pgointed out, that, this is by no
meens a serious obyection,as in Codex B of the LXX there occur freo-
aquent' uses of numerals side by side wivh the word an full,  This
first, part, is quitp similfiar in thought to passages in both the New
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-and: Old: Testaneatye g. 4Aat%§ﬂﬁ”?ﬂ’ﬂohn 144 P2w23; Rev. RU205 Baody P01 72~
281 There: is nothing in this part tp show thatgzm,mlght,not‘beza '
genuiner sayarpg of Jesug.; .

j  Toelatppr part; of the ibgion giwes: no diffiieulty an the .resding;
' the point; of contention here hies in the meaning of the passage.,

1 sive some of the opinions thaty, have been set forth., 1. gwete,bisko |
and Harnack sugdested independently that, vhe clue bay in Kcoclesigatps
10:9,, There the writer refers to the vanity and danger of manuasl
work., 'Whoso heweth out. stpnes shall be hurt. theeewith; and he vhat ¥
cleaveth wood 1s endangered tvhereby'. Harneck interpretp the sayingw
as the blessing of the Cargenter's Son upon manual work. Lo the
sipplest, work,guarry stone,or cul, down trees,and you will find ny
presence with you., Dr Swete sllegorizes it,lhe Wisdom of God pledgep
Himself tp be with the Christlen builder,eand never more so than when Il
he builds alobhe and with labor and ger:ii., 2.%he view tpat has been “
mosi, widely accepted is that which sees i1n the words an assertion of

the presence of Chruist. in navure. The thought, 1s,'1ln all forms of
human life 1 am preseanv,even upder inanimate creation’',"lifv yonder
stone,cleave yonder prece' of wood", 2 The third view emphasizes thef
imperataves,, The editprs are followed by Dr James 1n this., m
i

Barnest, effort, 15 1mplied.: "You must, meke an effert, bike thet, of
§ raising a stphe or cleaving a tree if you wish to find le".




ﬂisepulchre and ih the wood of the cross, He refers to the patpistic
H‘intgrpret@tlon of Habakkux 2; 11 in sopport, of this thought,

R, Rituplistic saecrifice is suggested by sooe. ¥Prepere an altar,
mpile up the stpne,cleave the wood for fire,and I shall be' there in
I your- worship™., A.F.H.Fisher gives a novel meaning., I qupig his
| oun words; "The Dphites intgrpreted the stpry of the temptation of
ulEve Ly the serpent;quib@akitgraklytand supposed that this very ser~
E!pent,reappearedaln t?e form of Qhrist;or in 'Sophia' thus representedy,
, The mobt, Lixely place tp look for a snske is under a big stone or in
Etbe cleft, or hollow of the trunxs of trees./.
" The most, natural msaning seems tp me to be the universal presence
of God,not in a pantheistic sense bubt as the creating and conserving
power of the universe.,

Logion VI.-Jesus saith a prophet is not, acceptable in his own
country,neither doth a physician work cures upon them that, know him.,
The first part, of this logion is very similiar tp the thought ex-
pressed in Kath, 1R;R7,Harx 4;4,Luke 4; 4, and John 4;44%, The use of

Sexidv: inclines tpwards Luke.,
The latger part, is practically new. ~ There may be some: himt in
the expression in Luke "Physician heal thyseif™, fhis Llasp part

can be no mpore thun e partial truth.

Logion VII.~Jesus s&ith,d ci1ty burle upon the top of 2 high hill,
and established,can neivher rall nor be hid, i
| ‘ This togion evidently combines the thought of Jatt. 5§;14,with thay,
’ of 7;24-25,  lhe Litgrary form ana style,however,is not closely de-
| y pendent,, It shows now closer rssemblance Lo uuke F;49.
| Logion VIIL.,,..unto thy faceksr presencel. ..
| This has been emended 350 as to tead, "Fuou hesrest with one ear,but,
I vhe other hast thou closed.  The letiers thus restored were almost
# iilegible., This is probebly a goosd restoration and Lhe logdon gives
I no difficulty in interpretation,

The most, interestind,angeriant,and yot uncerialn guestlon in re-
gard to bLhe wodia ig that, relaving to 1ts origan.  The Sayingds
themselves purport, to be the words of Jesuaas. It 1t were grabted
that Jesus did utter in substance hers recorded,it, must be edaitted y
that, they have been recast by the hand of a compiler., TInere seess
tp be nothing in the most of the wseyinds that would disprove the "
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- ness of most, of Lhe Logie,althoughe thelr arigin cannot. be definite-
1y &nown,,

il

cleigs of the fragment itgelf,that, these are genuine sayings., Therej
is the Hebrew parallelism that, would indicate that. the compiler of i
the Bayings is a Chrastian Jew,,
The rebataon of this fregment, to the "lozia" mentioned by Papias can-
not be definitely known until mope information is brought, to Lighty,
¥hether vhe work of Papias was formed on the basis of our Four Gos-
pels,as Lightfoot. and Hernack sugpose,or oft a collecticn antecedent
vo our Bospels cannob, at, present, be #nown,, I% is cerbtain whay,
while the Sayings are sipiliar to the Uospels in some respects,yet,
there is new matler noi, contained in the Gospels,  Sanday thinke
that, bhe Logia,of wnich we have oaiy this small fragmeant,were noi,
those of St Katthew,and very probably had no direct. connectlon with
the wors of papias., It seems Dy no means ipprobable that, the code
tp which our fragment, belonged may have been excerpts from a collects
ion of real sayings of our Lord,and that, in connechion with the
Synopties it, may have  a common origin,, There is an undoubted ring
of genuineness ia some of the sayingds;as much s0 as those in the
Soppeis themselves., Of course wvhere is a ppssibility that. those
passzges wherin the Lojgia differ from the Gospels mey be interpol-
ations of z latgr date., At eny ruelz wo need nou doubt, vhe yenulne-

darnack holds Lo the view tpat the u0gis sr2 taxgen Lrom the Cospel
of the Edypuians. lhe locatpon shere they werc Found would favor
this view,  HMor ny own pary,in readlngsggd suotations from the Gos- ?
pel of the Kgyptians as ! buve been eble tp find, I tail vo see any"‘
close similiarruy erther in style or content tetwean the vodra snd !
the Gospel tp the Fiypteazns. ?
If we ussume,as the basis of our fragment, jenuine ssyings of :
Jesus iha&,antﬁdatg our Gospeds then the discovery is of greeav valin.|
Iv 13 signifacent 1p polating tpwards what, m1ght e, end suggesting el
solution to some synoptac problems., AU pgres3nt 00 positive asseryy
100 can be made. e must, wart. for more light,which we trust may
s00n daen, In conclusion I wish 12 guote ths.susmary of Hr Crowss.,
He maxkes the foilowing pgoposlt;od:— 1. Phat. vhe contents of the freag
ment formed part of @ chlacn;éh of suyinzgs atiributed to J?sup., w
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2., That, the Sayings ere not; all tgken from the canonigal Cbspels,or
founded on thes., ., That, some of then ere apparently founded on
sayings which appear in & simpler form in the Synoptic Gospels.,
4,, That they appear tp belong tp a streem of tradition #Hifferent, frog
the traditions of the canonical Gospels,different, bub, releted end
secondary., K., That; there is no evidence to show whether they were
culled fros a gospel or gaspels or from any other written compdsii-
ion., 6, That, they have a common libterary chapactgr which may have
been due to the compiler: or editpr. |
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The foliowing is the' list, of booxks ana ervicles referred to in the
study of the subject,,

Taylor,tie Logia of Jesus.

Lock end Senday,1R57 Lectyures.

Amer. gour. of Theology, 1898, ,

Hartford Seminary Record, 199R-992,

Brasbyterian and Reformed Heview, 1837,

Crataical Keview,1999 | m

Expository Times,1RIR, L

Bxgository Times,1987., :
Rendell Herris,Contemg. Hevien,S8epy, 1897, I
Expositor,Oct, 1887, {Hedyuath)
Independent,duly 22,1897.{Bzcon).
independent,July °9,1887.,
Contemp,, Review,lug. 7,1R97,
Athenasum, Aug. 7,4887.
New World,Sept.1R97.
Biblicsl ¥World,Aug.ARS7.
Spectatpr,Juty 17 and 24,1997,
e Clures Hagazine,Nlov. 1987,
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