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CHAPTER I 

STATEMENT AND BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM 

Need of follow-up studies.-- The follow-up is one of six 

basic services of guidance. It is a service that can help 

l answer popular criticisms of the school: that educators do 
I 
not know or care what h as happened to the school leavers--

graduates and drop-outs--that they are not concerned with help-

ing to meet the occupational and educational problems of young 

people after they have left school. Countless follow-up 

studies have been made and a review of them shows clearly their 11 

contribution to collection of adequate information about school-

leavers. 

Leslie Chisholm says: 

Follow-up studies make two thing s possible in guid­
ance. First, the information secured t hroug h the studies 
affords a basis for the evaluation of much of the guid­
ance work as well as oth er parts of the work of the school. 
Second, the informat i on is highly desirable in placement 
and other guidance work . This latter benefit applies 
both to former students and to students who are still in 
school.!/ 

In recent years, the public has brought increasing pres-

sure upon schools to adapt t h eir curriculum and methods to 

'meet the changes that have taken place in the past generation. 

1/Leslie Chisholm, Guidin Youth in the Secondar School, 
New York, American Book Company , 19 , p. 290. 
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: employ a good proportion of the residents of Whitman. The 

1: Gurney Tack Factory, the Fitzgibbons Leather Factory, the 

!Whitman Foundry, the Coburn-Wilbert Vault Corporation, and the 

1 Whitman Shoe Polish Company are the leading manufacturers. 

i[ Description of Whitman High School.-- The Whitman School 

I System is set up on a 6-2-4 basis. The elementary schools 
1 include the first six grades, the Junior High School includes 
I 
grades 7 and 8, and the Senior High School, grades 9 through 

I The faculty, including the Principal, Vice-Principal (who 

l1 teaches also) and Guidance Director (who was added to the staff 

]in .August 1950) numbers twenty-three. The high school students 
I 
share with the lower grade students the services of a music 

II director, girls 1 physical education instructor and an art 

1supervisor. 

Whitman High School is rated as a Class 11 A11 school by the 

Massachusetts State Department of Education. The school awards 

















Table 2. Number and Percentage of Returns of all School 
Leavers, According to Graduation Status 

Graduates Drop-outs Total 

(1) ( 2) (3} <4> 

Forms sent 220 22 242 
\ 

Forms completed 218 22 240 

Percentage of returns 99.1 100 99.2 

Of the total number of former students included in this 

lsurvey, 126 were boys and 116 were girls. The two girls not 

lt located had married and were living in other parts of the 

' 
I 

\ country as previously mentioned. 1: 

Table 3 shows the number and percentage of graduates whose I 

t survey forms 
I 

were completed, arranged by sex and year of grad-

'Uation. 
II 

Table 3. Number and Percentage of Returns from 
Graduates Arranged by Sex & Year Graduated 

19.50 19.51 
Boys Girls Boys Girls 

(1) ( 2) (3) 

Inquiries made 52 70 .57 41 

Inquiries received 52 68 57 41 

Percentage of returns 100 97.1 100 100 

General Status of Graduates.-- The greatest percentage of 

I 

II 

I 

I 
'I 
II 
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!approximately 35 per cent of the graduates to be in the Higher 

!' Education group. Many more of our students go on to schools 

1
' and colleges than take the college preparatory courses in high 

!I school. 

Also Table 6 shows that the greatest difference between 

l
1

boys and girls is in the Commercial Course. This fact, plus 

1
job placement experience in Whitman, shows that more high 

I 

1' school boys would profit from the Commercial Course. 

Table 7. Distribution of 218 Graduates According 
to Curricula and Year Graduated 

' High School Course 

(1) 

I, Classical. •••.•••• 

Scientific ...•..•• 

il Commercial •••••••• 

r General .•••.....•• 

li industrial Arts ••• 

I! TOTALS 

Class of . l950 
(Pre-Guid. Group) 

No. % 
( 2) 

15 12.5 

9 7.5 

19 15.8 

67 55.8 
10 8.3 

120 

Class of 1951 
{Guid. Group) 
No. % No. 

(3) 

15 15.3 30 

9 9.2 18 

17 17.3 36 

44 44·9 111 

13 13.3 23 

98 218 

Total 
% 

(4) 

13.7 

8.3 

16.5 

50.9 

10.6 

I 
1 

A comparison of graduates according to curricula and year 

II graduated as shown in Table 7 indicates the striking similarity 

II 

'I 
'I 

b. 

' 

,, I of percentages of the two classes in each curriculum. A brief 

I survey of previous classes by the writer showed that the typical !! 



-----

class has 50 per cent taking the General Course, 20 per cent il 
I 

taking the College and Scientific Courses, between 15 and 
il 

20 per cent taking the Commercial Course, and between 10 and 

115 per cent taking the Industrial Arts Course. 
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li Table 10. (concluded) 

Type of School 

(1) 

!Agricultural School 

University of Massachusetts 

jKindergarten 

Perry 

Vesper George 

!Hairdressing 

I Brockton Hairdressing 

I Post-Graduate 

Boys Girls 

( 2) ( 3) 

3 0 

0 2 2 

1 0 1 

0 1 1 

I 

Whitman High School 1 0 1 

'1 GRAND TOTAL 33 43 76 

I 
.1 Miscellaneous educational information.-- A surprising 
I 

jnumber of the Higher Education graduates included in the survey 

1
made suggestions and comments that the writer thought would be 

though they did not !worth including in this study, even 

!represent a large enough percentage 

,findings. 

on which to base any real 

I 

Many in the Pre-Guidance Group expressed regret that they 
I 

jdid not have the benefit of a full-time guidance program. The 
I 
I 

same group showed evidence of surprise and pleasure that the 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS RELATED TO OCCUPATIONAL STATUS AND PROGRESS 

Employment of graduates.-- Educational findings of the 
I 

IJprevious chapter show that approximately 35 

;218 Whitman High graduates included in this 

per cent of the 

study attended 

institutions of higher learning. Such a large percentage points 

!lout the need for particular educational guidance services. 
II 
,,However, the largest percentage of graduates (53. 7) was engaged 

in full-time employment. The occupational findings of this 
1
group are also indicative of the need for particular vocational 

I 
1guidance services. 

I Of the 117 reporting Full-Time Employment, 51 were boys 

Jand 66 

j
1
sented 

J! sented 

were girls. Of all the boys responding, the 51 repre-

46.8 per cent and of the girls responding, the 60 repre-

60.5 per cent. 

I, Table 11 shows the occupations of the graduates classified 

-31-
























































