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means to dream. The oracle bone

character resembles a person sleeping
and, at the same time, dancing a little in
their dreams. % (meng) doesn’t appear
in any bronze inscriptions, but it shows
up in Qin Dynasty (221B.C.-207B.C.)
seal script. According to the first Chinese
dictionary, the = on top of the seal
script represents a house, the A is a bed,
and next to the bed is ;5':, which means
dusky or unclear, and also indicates the
character’s pronunciation. Some people
say that the F (mu, eyes) and %/ (v,
sunset) in 4 are meant to suggest that
at night the eyes are tired and can’t see
clearly.

The Qin version of % is also rather
complicated to write, so instead of
writing out the complete character
(composed of =, H and %) many
people wrote £ alone for convenience.
That eventually replaced the original
character, and by Song Dynasty
(960-1279), the character had been
further simplified to 2.

The dreams that make us happy
for example, a dream in which you win
the lottery—are called £ (méimeng,
beautiful dreams). By contrast, a dream
that scares you is an 28 %2° (émeng,
terrifying dreams).

People say “HE &, RAHE
(riySu sud s, ye you sud meng) ” to mean that
if you think about something during
the day, you may dream about it at

night. People living or working together
with disparate desires and plans are
experiencing “[&] K 522 (téng chudng vi
meng),” having different dreams on the
same bed.

When we sleep soundly, we enter “%&* &
(mengxiang),” the kingdom of slumber. In
dreams, we come upon all sorts of beautiful
and strange vistas; incredible scenes we see
in the waking world are thus called %15
(méngjng, dream world). For example, people
who are entranced by the dreamy scenery
at Huangshan Mountain say, “7E 7 25 LLI 5t
1%5\#_/\72%%—71{$ <zéu]‘m Hudng Shan jiuxiang jinru
mengjing vl’y(‘:lng),”

74 (menghuan, illusion) is similar to =y
When someone experiences something truly
bizarre, it is “{R 732 %) —#% (xiang menghuan
yiban, like an illusion).” Someone who is
always unrealistic and indulges in fantasies
needs to “i ﬁ 72‘2—‘]” (zéucho ménghudn),

People have many desires, and while some
of those can be realized in the real world,
some can only come true in our dreams.
When you talk excitedly about a wish that’s
hard to fulfill, others may chuckle and say,
“'(;T\Eﬁj[@‘DE (NT 281 zudmeéng ba? You're
dreaming!) ?”

There are many ancient stories about
dreams. “i%\;ﬁ;é@k (huc’mg\‘\dng mélméng),”
or “Pipe Dream,” is about a poor scholar
who was sleeping in a small inn one day
while the innkeeper was cooking millet. The
scholar dreamed that he passed the highest
examination and became a high official,
attaining wealth and power. But when he
woke up, he discovered he was still a poor
scholar; wealth and power were just a “3&
4%, The innkeeper hadn’t yet finished
making the millet. This story is often used
as a metaphor for a person’s daydreams,
or to describe a situation when hopes are
dashed.

Life itself is much like a dream. The
expression A 4= Y12 (rénsheng ri meng, life is
like a dream) even appears in the dictionary,
but only those who have seen enough of
life’s ups and downs can appreciate its true
meaning,
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CLERICAL SCRIPT

REGULAR SCRIPT
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SEAL SCRIPT

¥

CURSIVE SCRIPT

Pronunciation: meng
Strokes: 11
Radical: &

Used in the words:

zuomeng
€2

to dream

mengxiangjia
AR =
P ER

a dreamer
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