
Pronunciation: m-ng

Strokes: 11
Radical: န

Used in the words:

zu7m-ng

ፔ௔
to dream

m-ngxi2ngji`

௔ၙॆ
a dreamer

BRONZE INSCRIPTION

SEAL SCRIPT

CLERICAL SCRIPT

CURSIVE SCRIPT

REGULAR SCRIPT
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UMIV[�\W�LZMIU��<PM�WZIKTM�JWVM�
KPIZIK\MZ�ZM[MUJTM[�I�XMZ[WV�[TMMXQVO�
IVL��I\�\PM�[IUM�\QUM��LIVKQVO�I�TQ\\TM�QV�
\PMQZ�LZMIU[��௔��m-ng��LWM[V¼\�IXXMIZ�
QV�IVa�JZWVbM�QV[KZQX\QWV[��J]\�Q\�[PW_[�
]X�QV�9QV�,aVI[\a�����*�+�����*�+��
[MIT�[KZQX\��)KKWZLQVO�\W�\PM�ÅZ[\�+PQVM[M�
LQK\QWVIZa��\PM�ᠴ�WV�\WX�WN �\PM�[MIT�
[KZQX\�ZMXZM[MV\[�I�PW][M��\PM�ឣ is a bed, 

IVL�VM`\�\W�\PM�JML�Q[� ��_PQKP�UMIV[�
L][Sa�WZ�]VKTMIZ��IVL�IT[W�QVLQKI\M[�\PM�
KPIZIK\MZ¼[�XZWV]VKQI\QWV��;WUM�XMWXTM�
[Ia�\PI\�\PM�ణ��m&, eyes��IVL�န��x~, 

sunset��QV� �IZM�UMIV\�\W�[]OOM[\�\PI\�
I\�VQOP\�\PM�MaM[�IZM�\QZML�IVL�KIV¼\�[MM�
KTMIZTa��
<PM�9QV�^MZ[QWV�WN �௔�Q[�IT[W�ZI\PMZ�

complicated to write, so instead of  

_ZQ\QVO�W]\�\PM�KWUXTM\M�KPIZIK\MZ�
�KWUXW[ML�WN �ᠴ,!ឣ and ��UIVa�
people wrote �ITWVM�NWZ�KWV^MVQMVKM��
<PI\�M^MV\]ITTa�ZMXTIKML�\PM�WZQOQVIT�
KPIZIK\MZ��IVL�Ja�;WVO�,aVI[\a�
�!������!���\PM�KPIZIK\MZ�PIL�JMMV�
N]Z\PMZ�[QUXTQÅML�\W�௔��
<PM�LZMIU[�\PI\�UISM�][�PIXXa¸

NWZ�M`IUXTM��I�LZMIU�QV�_PQKP�aW]�_QV�
\PM�TW\\MZa¸IZM�KITTML�ெ௔��m0im-ng, 

beautiful dreams���*a�KWV\ZI[\��I�LZMIU�
\PI\�[KIZM[�aW]�Q[�IV�፨௔��-m-ng, 

terrifying dreams��
8MWXTM�[Ia�¹නᆶ໯າ-!ᅁᆶ໯௔ 

�r# y6u su6 s~, y- y6u su6 m-ng��º�\W�UMIV�\PI\�
QN �aW]�\PQVS�IJW]\�[WUM\PQVO�L]ZQVO�
\PM�LIa��aW]�UIa�LZMIU�IJW]\�Q\�I\�

ON THE CHARACTER

ILLUSIONS, 
DELUSIONS AND 

LIFE IS JUST A 
DREAM

Đ௔đኄ߲ጴᆯઠᅙ
৳ǈሞोࠡ࿔૛ǈ໲৽
ၟᅃ߲ລሞضฉڦටሞ
௔ዐ๮࿸ፁڦښᄣጱă

By Huang Weijia (ࣜ࿀ू) 
Revised by Huang Dekuan 

(੻ڤࣜ)

VQOP\��8MWXTM�TQ^QVO�WZ�_WZSQVO�\WOM\PMZ�
_Q\P�LQ[XIZI\M�LM[QZM[�IVL�XTIV[�IZM�
M`XMZQMVKQVO�¹ཞضᅴ௔��t5ng chu1ng y# 

m-ng��º�PI^QVO�LQNNMZMV\�LZMIU[�WV�\PM�
[IUM�JML�
?PMV�_M�[TMMX�[W]VLTa��_M�MV\MZ�¹௔ၕ 

�m-ngxi`ng��º�\PM�SQVOLWU�WN �[T]UJMZ��1V�
dreams, we come upon all sorts of  beautiful 

IVL�[\ZIVOM�^Q[\I[#�QVKZMLQJTM�[KMVM[�_M�[MM�
QV�\PM�_ISQVO�_WZTL�IZM�\P][�KITTML�௔ৣ 

�m-ngj#ng��LZMIU�_WZTL���.WZ�M`IUXTM��XMWXTM�
_PW�IZM�MV\ZIVKML�Ja�\PM�LZMIUa�[KMVMZa�
I\�0]IVO[PIV�5W]V\IQV�[Ia��¹ጽ৊ࣜ෷৽
ၟ৊෇௔ৣᅃᄣ��z6uj#n Hu1ng Sh`n ji&xi3ng j#nr& 

m-ngj#ng y!y3ng��º
௔ࣙ��m-nghu3n, illusion��Q[�[QUQTIZ�\W�௔ৣ��

?PMV�[WUMWVM�M`XMZQMVKM[�[WUM\PQVO�\Z]Ta�
JQbIZZM��Q\�Q[�¹ၟ௔ࣙᅃӯ��xi3ng m-nghu3n 

y#b`n��TQSM�IV�QTT][QWV��º�;WUMWVM�_PW�Q[�
IT_Ia[�]VZMITQ[\QK�IVL�QVL]TOM[�QV�NIV\I[QM[�
VMML[�\W�¹ጽ؜௔ࣙº��z6uch$ m-nghu3n��
8MWXTM�PI^M�UIVa�LM[QZM[��IVL�_PQTM�[WUM�

WN �\PW[M�KIV�JM�ZMITQbML�QV�\PM�ZMIT�_WZTL��
[WUM�KIV�WVTa�KWUM�\Z]M�QV�W]Z�LZMIU[��
?PMV�aW]�\ITS�M`KQ\MLTa�IJW]\�I�_Q[P�\PI\¼[�
PIZL�\W�N]TÅTT��W\PMZ[�UIa�KP]KSTM�IVL�[Ia��
¹ేሞፔ௔ӕ!�N@ z3i zu7m-ng ba'�

��'º
<PMZM�IZM�UIVa�IVKQMV\�[\WZQM[�IJW]\�

LZMIU[��¹ࣜଅெ௔��hu1ngli1ng m0im-ng��º�
WZ�¹8QXM�,ZMIU�º�Q[�IJW]\�I�XWWZ�[KPWTIZ�
_PW�_I[�[TMMXQVO�QV�I�[UITT�QVV�WVM�LIa�
_PQTM�\PM�QVVSMMXMZ�_I[�KWWSQVO�UQTTM\��<PM�
[KPWTIZ�LZMIUML�\PI\�PM�XI[[ML�\PM�PQOPM[\�
M`IUQVI\QWV�IVL�JMKIUM�I�PQOP�WNÅKQIT��
I\\IQVQVO�_MIT\P�IVL�XW_MZ��*]\�_PMV�PM�
_WSM�]X��PM�LQ[KW^MZML�PM�_I[�[\QTT�I�XWWZ�
[KPWTIZ#�_MIT\P�IVL�XW_MZ�_MZM�R][\�I�¹ெ
௔��º�<PM�QVVSMMXMZ�PILV¼\�aM\�ÅVQ[PML�
UISQVO�\PM�UQTTM\��<PQ[�[\WZa�Q[�WN\MV�][ML�
I[�I�UM\IXPWZ�NWZ�I�XMZ[WV¼[�LIaLZMIU[��
WZ�\W�LM[KZQJM�I�[Q\]I\QWV�_PMV�PWXM[�IZM�
LI[PML�
4QNM�Q\[MTN �Q[�U]KP�TQSM�I�LZMIU��<PM�

M`XZM[[QWV�ටิස௔��r9nsh8ng r% m-ng, life is 
like a dream��M^MV�IXXMIZ[�QV�\PM�LQK\QWVIZa��
J]\�WVTa�\PW[M�_PW�PI^M�[MMV�MVW]OP�WN �
life’s ups and downs can appreciate its true 

UMIVQVO��
– Translated by Charlie Custer )߬ჱ࣪*
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