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pastifrom an individualistic standpoint, from that of

-1

"A11 history is -a seamless web," In other words
the record of the. past 1s not a series of detached seg-
ments, but one fabric., It is a unity containing inter- ‘
acting parts. The truth of this fact i{s not universally
realized. Men in the ordinary walks of 1life refuse in

any wholehearted manner to accept it., They view the

scieﬂced or of art, .or of -commerce. Yet to one  who
makes & purposeful study of the past in the attempt to
gseparate one thread from another, it is very soon evi- -
dent that there are not isolated channels of develop-
ment, but that the past ig one mighty stresm within
which currents cross currents, now ‘joining and now di-
viding. It is quite impossible, then, to view hﬁstory
from the standpoint of economics without con;idéring
social and religious factors, not to study it from the
viewpoint of the church without reference to science
and politics.

To boldy affirm, therefore, thst wealth has been
the sole agency in determining the destiny of humanity
is to be guilty of a gross historical blunder. For re-

ligion and art and industry have all had a share in




e

P~ }
moulding humanity's fortunes. To refer speclfically to

jthis historical interaction we have only to call to i
mind the economic decadence of Spain, due almost entire%
1y to the expulsion of the religious forces in the counp
try ; Moors, Christians, dissenters - just those very
elements which possessed the energy and initiative nec-

J essary to a national expansion of an industrial and

R TR

commercial sort. Aside from this somewhat isolated ex-
ample, we find especially in the monastic movements of
Europe a notable instance of this interplay of great
‘historical forces, the pressure born of immense spiri-
tual energy so working sas to very greatly mould the ouf
ward, fortunes of men, both as individuals and as soclak
groups. It is our purpose, then, to show by chronolo-
gical analysis end a final summary the effects upon
industry, commerce, and;socie;y which resulted from
those bursts of spiritual enthusiasm within the Chris-
tien Church known as the monastic movements.

It has well been sald that monssticism 1s a syster
of living which has its roots in the desire of the sgoul
for union with the Deity in this 1life and the convic-

tion that this can be attained only by a renunciatlon

not merely of sin but by a self-denial of even lawful




feasily pecognizsble forms both in Judaea and in Egypte

and the Oriént, and shortly afterward the ideal was im- |

B
satisfactions, Hence it is not difficult to realize
that with two such ingtincts in the human heart monas-
ticism did not originate within the circles of Christiarg

faith,. Indeed, before the Christiam era it existed in

But 1t required the fire and fervor of minds snd hearts
quickened by a Christian zeal before monasticism found
itgself in anything like a health condition.

Within the Christisn Chulch the movemernt fiésp
made an organic -appearance in Egypt fhf2§0§.D. In the ,:

° .
garly part of the fourth century it spread into Syria ¢

planted also in Agia Minor, But altho work was an inte-
greél part of monastic 1life in Southern Egypt and in Asig
Minor, and altho & religious order was actually institu-
ted in the former country, the influence of non-Eurppesar
novements of this nature had practically no effects
upon the later and more important mpnasﬁic,developments
in Europe itself. As a matter.of fact,the oriental
climate was such as to develop a purely spsculative
rather than a self-gupporting and aggressive type of

mystical asciticsm.
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It was St. Athsnasius who brought the monastic f;o;
ideal, with its Egyptisn characteristics, first to wes~5
tern Europe, at about the fniddle of the fourth century.
But here the climgke and racial temperaments millitated |
strongly against anything that savored of Orientalism,
and in about a century this type of religious life fell’
into a disorganized condition. It was St. Benedict who,
firgt initisted in Europe s monastic movement which
effected any considerable economic snd social results.
These, be it understood, were to come in a general way
not merely from the Benedictines themselves, but from
the verious orders which found thelr source in the Bene-
dictine movement.

Early in the sixth eentury St. Benedict of Nirsia,
eschewing the eremetical type of cloistered life, but |
keeping close to Catholic usage in his subordination of
individuality, founded the order which has since borne
his name. The rules whereby the Benedictines lived be
came the standard for western Burope, and thls was sure-
1y altogether fitting if, as its founder intended, the

i3

I .
institute was to be "a school of the service of the

Lord." In contrast with the eastern type of ascetlc

Fysticism this new religlous group followed a carefully’
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prepared daily program, six hours being set aside faor
manual labor and toil, and. two for study and meditation
"Tndolence," sald the practical monk of Nirsia, "is the|
enemy of the soul." Therefore labor in the fields and
woods was a matter of courss with Benedictines. Indeed
their monasteries took on the aspect of family groups
in the distribution of necessary toil. The ideal une
derlying this plsn was not that work be performed be-~
cause obligatory to maintenance, but because it was
something to be sought In itself.

The outward accomplishments of this order fall in-
to two general groups, the religious and the socio-ecou?
nomice. But they cannot be entirély separsted. As re-
gards the former, the Benedictines, altho confined
almost wholly to the northwestern part of Europe, served
as’ the one evangelizing force against the Barbarians |
who were crushing out the last vestliges of civilization
on the continent. It has well been said that in order
to preserve Europe at this time two invasions were nec-
essary, that of the Barbarisns and that of the monks.
These rendered incalcuable service in restoring devas- '

tated regions to a gemblance of order and quiet. 1In

Ifact, so great was the lawlessness of Rome's conquer-

¢




ling was to be done .or wheat te be threshed. Benedict

industry. Peace and plenty supplanted war end poverty. |

-6

erg that only the monastics? rules kept the monks them
gelves within bounds. ¢ |

But altho the ideal and aim of these men was un-
doubtedly primarily spiritual, some of the means and re;
sults were economic and social. It is true that they
converted rovers, outlaws, and robbers. It is a fact
that they were the only truly efficlent missionaries a-
mong the Teutons. But it 1s yet more true and more to
the point-that these monks set before the people of tha%
age the 1deal of work, lifting it from a despised social
status to one of laudable honor. As Wishart says,A"Care

was taken that councils should not be called when plough

‘bent himself to the task of teaching the rich and the
proud, the poor and the lazy the alphabet of prospéria
ty and happiness. Agriculture was at its lowest ebb.
Marshes cévered once fertile fields, and the men who
should have tilled the land spurned the plough as de-
grading, or were too indolent to undertake the tssks of
the farm. The monks left thelr cells and their prayers
to dig ditches and plough fields. Thé effect was magl-

cal. Men once more turned back to a noble but desplsed
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. . We can better realize the wWorth of the social ser-

i
svice thus rendered when we' recall to mind that the pre-
i
vious Roman misrule with 1ts burdensome taXation had |
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‘been greatly reenforced by the barbarian -invasion, so

b ) . .
tthat nesrly all the farmers had been driven from thelr ’

" s
'lands. Herein the Benedictines rendered a double ben-
.6f1t for they both removed the cause Of devastation and,
b, , -

at the same time obliterated the devastatlion ltself. By

1

T
"the force.of their example, their method of presenting

* B e

b ) - s
'object lessons in organized work, they laid the basis

for a stable soclety, with sound ‘agricultural methods

I I
'and the promige of developlng arts, sciences, amd the

t
4
i
I It was impossible that these mmonke should k11l -+
[} [
Ereptiles and wild animals, clear forests and moors, ir-u

}principles‘of a wellordered government. -

i . 4

Lrigate fields, construct .road and bridges, drasin swampsﬁ
' '
'breed cattle, end build huts, churches and cathedrals i
K

I
iwithout, to a small degree at least, starting the wheel%

vof industry and the currents of trade and commerce. '
F f
}Doubtless this tendencgreceived impetus from the fact %
i

|
fthat St. Augustine accompanied by a few fellow monks

. went to England in 596, and established the order thers,
f !
vand that in the seventh and eighth centuries mission- =
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aries from the stations thus established tame back into
FEurope and did valient service in the northern part, es<
pocially in Germany. Be that as it may, there remains
the fact that in the seventh century importation from
the Continent to England thru monastic influendes.
Despite terrible hazards, one Benedict Biscop-made |
four journeys to Rome during this period. The last was
made in the interests of literature, and the ardent mony
brought back many books, some of them of considerable
value. Because of his ability he was presented with an
estate by King Egfrid. No soener was Benedlct possessed)

of thils tract which he called Wearmouth than he went to

rance and on returiing brought mdsons and later glass-
Eakers in ordér thst a monastic church of approved

Roman style might be erected there. Be}oré the edifice:
was completed and the necessary library accumulated, thej

enthusiastic churchman had made his fifth and sixth trip

oF

R

to Rome. These journeys yislded pictures and holy relick

=

in addition to more artisans - printers and mosaicworkers.
Thru his efforts a Roman abbot, well versed in the music
jlof the church was bfought and in this way ecclésiasticé;
vmusic'was given a place in England.

From these few details which were répéated in the
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building of .other churchly edifices, including that at

Canterbury, it can easily be seen thst the purely mon-
astic movement stimulated trade and the -dintroduction

into England of meny articles and trades which would

not have otherwise found their way there for a lomg

time. The full economic and cultural,résults of- these
importationg cannot be estimated with accuracy. Accord-
ing to the writer in the Encyclopedia thsre was apparen4
ly no glass manufacture. in England from tpé Roman period
to the thirteenth century except that whlgn the English
learned from these annch Craftsmen.:: The benefits con-
ééﬁﬁ@&%ﬁpon agripultﬁ;e on the contiment were repeated
here in Englend. Vast estates were soon made fruitful,
irrigation and drainage systerms weére edtablishedy; while
the interests of travel.ﬁnd conmerce were furthered by

the building of roads, bridges, dikes, and lighthouses.

The only rivals of note whibh‘the Benedlctines en-
countered in Northern Europe during the sevénth "and
eighth centuries weré the followers of St. Columban.
This orf8er rendered much the same genersal service te
‘civilization as that given by the Benedictinesg, tho to
1%ssmaller extent. It -1s said that Wilfred taught the
% See article on Glass, Encys Brit. Vol. 12 pp604




. -10-
Anglo-Saxons, in time of famine, to fish by using nets.

To him is also attributed the honor of furthering social
juégice gy freeing the slaves on the domain of his abbey
of Selsey to the number of 250. On the Continent the
Columbans cultivated fruit trees and grape vines, cared
for beses, and did the work-of carpenters, mascns, wood
cutters, and gardeners. Here too:the populace - werse
stimulated to imitation. Some of the richest districtsl
of France trace their prosperity to this origin, as for &
example, that portion of La Brie which lles between
Meaux and Jouane. Once covered by a vast forest, 1t wag
cleared by the Irish monk Fracre, who. induced.the pea-
gsants to become industrious. #x Then, too, the monks
of this order performed noble- misslonary work both in
England and on the Continent, but on meeting the Bene-
dictines they lost prestige and fiﬁai&y were absorbed
'by them.

In England the influence which the Benedlctines
possessed was more thoroly social than economic. From
the time of St. Augustine on the monks in England ad-
hered unswervingly to the policy. of treating the Anglo
Saxons with kindness, patience, and toleration, thus

lwinning them to the Christian faithe. It could not but
#% Montalembert, Monks of the West.
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- follow that the simple peasants were filled with a
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.great love for their gpiritual leadsrs. There ensued u

V%hn amicable alliance between church and states Econo- |

imics effects were forthcomings As Montalembert affirmsf

i"The distent places to which they (the monks) had first}

I
' . E,
| been let by a love of solitude changed rapidly, end as j
: _ - 1
'4f by force of -circumstances, into cathedrals, cities, §

1
towns, or rural colonies, and werved as centers, schools
i

) |
flibraries, workshops, and cltadels tq the scarcely con-J
i

il

‘verted families, parties, and tribes. Around the mon- |
s

] Kl
_iastic cgthedrals towns which are still in existence v
P

. , §
formed rapidly, and municipal -libsrties soon dawned b
[ ] ‘ v ¥
'into life amdng theme" A
i

From the end of the seventeenth dentury on, the

' various councils in England granted .more and more

s - A m e

viﬁights and privileges to the monasteries, thus reveal-

|
 ing the social influence #which the latter possessed.

. Clerical property was freed from political oversight

TR
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‘by King Wilfred in 694, and the monhstic hospitality |

I 1
) wag deoreed an almost sacred thing. £t this time also,

 monastic prestige laid the foundation for those eccles~

“igstical liberties which later led to the antagonism

g g =

# Vol. 2, "Monks of the West " - 604
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between church and state which has marked many and

many of the pageg of English History. =Moreo€;r, there
early appedred, as it were, .an ‘affinity between the
Anglo-Saxon nobles and the humble monks. No class of
persons ever accepted so heartily the teachings of
Jonrist as did the national and tribhl leaders at the.
hands of the Benedictines prelates. The former soon
lbecame monks, abbots, and bishops, while the  latter
arose tovpoéitfdns of. soc;a{ ragponsibilityﬁand sedts
of influence in the assemblies. They were gﬁ;dps;spiria
tual in affaips temporal, Indeed, the legislatidn of
the dey deslt with both secular and réligipus matters. ‘
| From their new vantage point the monkg brot about fur- 4
ther social adjustments. Not only was Sunday rest

I scrupulously regarded by many regulations, but a néw
riote of social Justice and humanity was injected ;nio
m1eg:fsifation. Ag landlords the Bénedictines treated the
humblest peasant with love and parental kindness. Then
too, the monks, ms a yule, were directly responsible
for- the sver diminishing number of slaves. Thelr cog-
nizance and pity for human suffering of every kind gave
impetus to the development of individualism in ah age

llwhen the Anglo Saxons were in sore <danger of the growth

3
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of a caste system. Against this tendency as Montalem- |

bert says, "ih@ monastic missionsrids, while they trans-
formed the morals and faith of the Anglo-Saxon congquer-
org, 4id nothing to change the native genius of the
Teuton race.":x

There existed a striking agreement between the
monastic order and the spirit of ‘Anglo-Saxon institu-
tions. This fegging induced an attitude of lavishness
on the part of Ehe nobles toward the orders. Valuable
gifts were bestowed on the monks snd the foundations
laid for unhappy economic reactions in later years. Not
only were false grants of land made, and worldly monks
put in possession of an eagy 1living, but the peasants
on the tracts of land thus held, being exempt from mil-
itary service, caused a lack of soldiery in the lang,
Indeed, all the moral evils which lster befell the mon-
asteries were caused by the "too much and too sudden
wealth which had been introduced in them." A whole
chapter could easlly be written concerning the inter-

ply of economic forces caused by these churchly accumu-

lations of wealth. Enough has been sald to reveal the

tendencies, tendencies which when curbed at all, requirs

#The Monks ofAthe West Vol 2 2627
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ed not only council edicts bur physical suppression
from both within and without.

We have tried to touch in general féshion‘the o~
conomic influence of the Benedictine order on the Con-
tinent, and the lesser economic but greater social pres
gure which it exercised in England. .It is exceedingly
doubtful if Benedict ever realized what would be the
immense effect of his work. Mentalembert admirably
sums up the probability and the fact when he declares:
"I Ynow not whether he entertained such.grand plans
(toregenerate Europe and stop the dlssolution of so-
ciety), but I can see no trace of them 1n either his
rule or his 1ife. If they ever penetrated into his
soul it was only to be eclipsed and replaced by the
thot of salvation,eeseesss What 1is most to We admired
in his social and historical influenc¢e is that he seems
never to have dreamt of it «.... THE MASTERS OF the
gpiritual life have alweys remarked that a man who be-
gins a work blessed of God does it unawares. God loveg
to build upon nothingesecscesse

"However it might be, the results of Benedicts
" work were immense., In his life-time, as after his

death, the sons of the noblest races in Italy, and the




I nistorisns and poets of the hew worlkd. They went forth

" from the Benedictines was that of Cluny, founded. in 910

=15~ .
best of the converied barbarians, came in multitudes to
Monte Cassino the situation of the most important of thg
Benedictine mongsteries). They came out again and de-
cended from it to spread themselves over all the West,

migsionaries and husbandmen who were soon to become the

doctors and pontiff the artists and leglslators, the

to spread peace and faith, light and life, freedom and
charity?'knowledge and art, the Word of God and the
genius of man, the Holy Seriptures and the greéatest
works of classical literature amid the despairing pro-
vinces of the destroyed empire, and even into the bar-
barous regions from which the destruction comg forthe.
Less than a century after the death of Benedict all the
barbarism had won from civilization was recongquered; o
and more still, his children took{in hand to caryy the
Gospel beyond those limits which had confirned the
first disciples of Chirst.”

3

-

The monastic order following next in arder of time

Except for the injunction regerding deily menual toil,

the rule wes strictly Benedictine. In place of toil
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bmphasis was pilatediupomnchurchly services. Indeed,

so concernsd did the adherents of this group become in
this respect that the order very largely lost contadt o
with the outer world. 1Its real economlc and social ef;
fects amount to almost nothing. The Same might be said)|
of the Camsldulians and Vsllombrosiens in Italy, and
the Grandmontines and Carthusians in France who exhibi=
ted the eremitical characteristics of the Oriental groug
Perhaps a very glight exception might be made for the
latter in the Modern Era, for after the French Revolu-
tion, being compelled to find some-way to pay the taxes
imposed upon them, the monks of this ordet produced the
famous Chartreuse wine, in the preparation of which the
young buds of pine trees were used,

The first monastic order after the Benedictines to.
really claim our attention because of non-religious in-
fluences are the Cigterclans, known as the Grey or
White monks. This group was founded in 1098 to react
against the tendencies, materialistic in their nature,
jjof the times. It was the chief and direct offshoot -of
the Benedictine order and aiméd at the full restoration
of the Benedlictine rule. As & consequence, the Gister-‘

clans gave a large place to menual labor. Indeed the

S
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*5ee Cistercians, Bncy, Brit, vol., 6, PPp393ff
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rule of the institute specified that the subsistence of|

the monasteries was to be derived exclusively from

cattle-raising and agriculture., As the writer in the

Encyclopedia says, "It was an agriculturalists and horsg

and cattle breeders that after .the first blush of the

success, and before a century had passed the Cistercians

exercised their chief influence on tle progregs of civi,
lization in the later Middle Ages; they were the great
farmers of those days and ﬁéﬁy.of the improvements in
the various farming operagions were introduced and pro=
pagated by them. It is from this point of view that
the importance of thelr extension in Northern Europe
(due very largely to the devoted efforts of Bernard of
Clairveaux) is to be wviewed." #

In the same vein Philip Scheff relates that "a
novice at Clairveaux writes enthusiasticéllylﬁf the
employment of the monks, whom he found with hoes in the
gardens, forks and rakes in the meadows, sickles in the
fields, and axes in the forsst. In some parts they be-
came large landowners and crowded out the owners of
small plots.” )

The fact, that the Cistercilans from the very be-

% See Vol. on HMed. Church Hist. p339.



writ.es
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ginning of their career "renounced all sources of in-
come arising from benefices, tithes, tolls, and rents,
and depended wholly on land" is illustrated by their
jwork in every country wherein they undertook to gain
a livlinhdod. - " In northeastern Germany and further to
the east the Cilstercians rendered gréét gservice to
civilization by their colonizing activity. Marshes
were drained and forests were cleared; orchards and
llvineyards were planted on & gigantic scale; and cattle
and sheep were raised. The improvement of its proper-
ty was the principal aim of each monastery." In a word)
the story of the Beredictine achievements 1s here r¢-
peated.

g "In England they (the Cistercians) were careful
breeders of horses and were noted for their sheep and
wools Their wool was a popular article of royal taxa-
tion. John seized a year's product to meet the payment
of Richard's ransom. Henry the second 1257, taxed it
heavily, while Henry the third forbade them to gsell it
at all.é 53

The deéendence of the Cistercians on the Benedlcw
tines, and the influence of both orders upon industry

#% Philip Schaff, Vol. on Med. Church Hist, p337
3+ Schaff-HerZOg, Article Cistercians, ¥Yold. 2, pl23
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at Buckfastleigh undoubtedly had its orlgin in connect- |
ion with the Abbey at Buckfast, founded by the Benedie-’
tines as far back as the day of Canute, and held by gﬁem
until the 12th century, whén it passed into the hands
of the "White Monks" (Cistercians)e. In the reign of
Edward the Confessor, they not only cultivated the land
in the immediate vicinity of the Abbey, but established
an extensive woolen t®ade thoughout South Devon, Dom
William Gifford in the 13th century obtaining the Royal
privilege of a weekly market at Buckfastleigh, and a
vearly Michaelman Fair at South Brent, while what is
st1ll known as "The Abbot's Way," is the track along
which the mules proceeded laden with packs of wool from
Buckfast to Tavistock. The Abbey continued until 1538, |
when Abbot Gabriel Donne handed it over with 1its posses-
sions to Henry the Eighth. For 350 years after it re-
mained in secular hands, and it was not until 1888 that
it was sold to the Benedictines who weré expelled from
France.": ]

It is sald that in the later years of their ex-
istence during the Mediaeval Period that the Cistercieang

#See Buckfastleigh Western Guardian for Mar. 25, 1920
#See also History of Buckfastleigh, by Dom Adem Hamiltor
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‘'This 1s fine occcupation for a count' sarcastically ex-
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gave themselves to copying mamuscripts. In fact, it isj
claimed that they produced the first Swedish Bible.
Doubtless these facts sre true. But the order was
never one of scholarly tastes or products. Beyond
Bernard of Clairveaux they can claim no distinguished
student. Nor can they set before us unusual examples
of piety and saintliness, as can later institutes.
Rather, in addition to the stricktly economic bearing
which their labors had, did they set before the peasmntp
of their day a new social ideal. Workmen has very well
expressed our thot, applicable to Benedictines asnd Cis-
tercians alike, when he says

"The sons of Benedict, freemen be it remembered,
often men of high degree, as they labored in the field,|
clad in the .dress familiar to the pagan world as the
dress of slaves, or took their shares in the work of the
house, cooking the meals or cleaning the rooms, sancti-

fied industry by consecrating it to the lowliest tasks.

s£laimed Duke Geoffrey of Lorraine when he found his
brother Frederick washing dishes in the kitchen of a
monastery. !You are right, duke,' was the reply. 'I

ought indeed to think myself honored by the smhllest

e
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service for the Master.'" The scenes which Bernold de-
scribed in hils Chronleles regarding the Benedictlnes
are equally true of the Cistercians, "counts cooking in
{the kitchen, and margraves leading the plgs out to feed
Il such tales could be multiplied indefinitely. We may
fl laugh at them, but their value 1is no% less great in the
witness they give to the existence of a new ldeal in
the world, Facts such as these raised labor into new
esteem and aided in that development of industry which
in centuries long after wes to destroy feudalism itself
lland to shift the center of power to the producer and
the toiler... The toll of the monk was soclalistic in
method and aim; tho its soclalism, it is true, in prac-
tice did not look beyond the corporation.”

"This socialism turned into a factor of immense
importance in the history of civilization. For a thou-
sand years Europe witnessed the spectacle of organlzed
communities where the individual profited nothing, and
the community gained all."s  The immense influence of
the propagation of such sn 1deal cannot be definitely
computed, but its great benefits to civilizatlion must

be credited, along with many economic gains, to the

#Workman, Eyolution of the Monastic Ideals
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|| wars called in to being military orders such as the
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work of the monks.,
the eleventh and twelfth centuries., The earliést of

was really semi-monastic not €onfining itself to the

strictures of real monastic life. Alongslde the con-
'gregations of Augustinians there developed "the Premoras
'stratensian order (1i20) and the English double order

of St. Gilbert of Sempringham (1148)", The religious

and the order of Ranscom such as the Trinitarianse SO
far as we are able to learn, these institutes possessed
very few of those results such as we are trying to trac
Tt remains, then, for us to discover the iInfluentces
which ensued from the work of the Mendicanic Orders,
particularly those of St. Benidictand St. Frencis.

The mendicant orders themselves grew out of the
strained economic and social condltlions of the twelfth
and thifteenth centuries. The church had developed
in accordance with feudalistic tendencies. "The
Bishops and abbots were feudal barons," and the soclal

centers existed not in the clti®s where the great

these was the "Rule of St. Augustine". This institute ]

New monastic orders, so-called, began to appeal in |

Knights Hospitallers of St. John and the Knight Templarg

a7

»-U.

R X NN




:

b

23

masses of the people lived, but on the feudal estates.
Thus the clergy and the people were separated. The
friars were needed as social rio less than as spiritual ’
ministers. In this exigency the Fransican performed a
soclal service of very great importance. Indeed, thils
was their distinct contribution as opposed to the more
economic influences of the Benedictines and C%stercians

St. Francis was born of good parentage about the
year 1182. His youth was an exceedlngly merry one,
often dissolute in nature. A hard illness turned the
future churchman's mind to the gerious things of 1life. 9
As a result of his medlitation he finally announced to
his friends in the midst of a happy festival his deter-
mination to marry, the object of his affections being
Lady Poverty. This decision was not a religlous turn-

ing merely; it was a forecast of the whole temper and

temperament of the future Fransican movement. Those whe

were to join the order, it is true, were to work, beg- .
ging only when the latter was impossible. Self-renun-
cition and poverty were demanded, the cure of souls thr
the rendering of personal services being the principal
objective.

The Frenslcans turned their hands to anything,

-
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 than that of the body ees.se After having given an in-

fed by Catholic conquerors. After having giving all
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They carried water, wegved wlllow baskets, cut and brot
wood to the villages, buried the deed, gathered olives, |
and mended shoes. Indeed, the friars often went out
from their monasteries to private homes, there to per-
form the menial tasks of domestic servants. All this
was done in a spirit of true humility and of unremiting
joye As Montalembert admirably says, "to that unfortu-
nate multitude condemmed to labor and privation, which
constitutes the immense majority of the human race, the
monks have always been prodigal, not only of bread, but
at the same time of a sympathy efficacious and indefati;

gable - a nourishment of the soul not less importsnt

cessant and generous hospitality to the indigent crowd
vhom they never found too numerous, after having edi-

fied and r?joiced them by the sight of thelr own peace-
ful and gehtle 1ife, they offered to them, besides, in

time of war, a shelter, an ssylum almost always respect

that théy could give on thelr own asccourit, they inspi-
red to marvels of generosity all those who loved and
surrounded them.es.....o If they werse ricﬁly endowed by

rich Christians, they in theilr tufn endowed the poor
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with their purified wealth......They were not satisfied.

Jsimply to solace povertyﬁ they honored it consecrated 1Y
fladopted it, espomsed it, as that which was greatest and
ost royal here below....Even to the poor who did not A
-E;ter into their ranks, the monastic order presented a
{spectacle more adapted than any other to console them
and elevate them."
So 1t appears that in the days following the first
breaking up of the feudal system, when soclal anarchy
might easily have become a wide-spread phenonmenon, the
Fransicans exercised a dedative and soothing influence,
liThey wone the love of the humblest, for "the monassteriesg
were asylums for the hungry during famines, and the sick
during plagues. They served as hotels where the traveld
ler found a cordial welcome, comfortable shelter, and
fiplain food. If he needed medicel aid his wants were
supplied.” During the black plsgue, while many monks .
fled with the multitude others stayed at their posts and
were to be found daily in the 'homes of the stricken, ‘
ilministering to their bodily and spiritual needs. Many '
of them perished in their heroic and self:xsacrificing
labors . " .

3% Montalembert, "The NMonks of the West" Vol. 1, pe9
s#xWishart, "Short Hist. of Monks and Monasticism", p4lOfif




J|England is typical of their entire activity, that of a

_fithat thelr contributlons must be entirely different fron
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Like Benedictine Hildegard, the Franciscans played
well the role of Physiciang, This was particularly true
in England whers they séttled in such centers as .Cam~-
bridge, Norwich, Northhampton, and Yarmouth. The towns
and villages‘of those days were in wretched sanitary -
condition. Skin disesses, Including leprosy were very
prevelent, while epidemics spread rapidly. Partly from
necessity and partly from choice the Franciscans settled

in the worst and most unhealthful districts, and by san-

itation and simple medical precautions brot untold blesg

Ings to the miserable peoplée around them. Their work ir

labor of love.

The other important branch of the friar monks, the
Dominicans, achieved no such lasting results as have
been ennumerated of the Franciscans. Indeed, the formex
were particularly trained for scholarly pursuits, for
teaching end preaching, and for the extremely unhappy
work of ferreting out the heretlcs. Deterred from man-

ual labor and devoid of social contacts it- is evident

those of the Frahciscans,

The thirteenth century atands as the high water
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mark of monssticism, both the mendicant orders and the
abbeys being at the helght of thelr prosperity, relig;bés
ly and secularly. ILesser or&ers sprvng from the most ‘
prosperous, such as the (elestines, the Olivetans, and ?
the Silvestrines from the Benedictines. But during~thet
fourteenith century tﬁ@ secularity which we have already-
noted in regard to thé Benedletines in England, swept
over all the sbbeys and orders, not excepting even the
Franciscan. Wealth was the subtle infectlon’ of disrup-
tion and downfall, The greatest.evil was that of com-
mendation, altho it must be sdmitted that England was
largely free from this evil. The efforts for betterment
made -during the sarly part of the fifteenth century were
only partially successful, so that the Reformation found

many abuses tdb strengthen its etre ‘raison, and to serve

as objects of attack.
-5
Wie have tried briefly to trace the socio-economic
effects of the- various monastic movements during the
Middle Ages. It now remasins for us to summarize these
results and attempt some general estimate. This it is ~
not altogether easy to do. Wishart, in preparing to

L

summarize the movement says, "The system presents one
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long éeries-of perplexf¥ties and contradictionsS.sees
Tt was the 1nspirat30n of virtue and the encouragemsnt
of vice. It was the patron of industry and the promotor;
of ldleness. It was a pioneer in education and the

teacher of superstition. It wss the disburssr of alms

nd a many handed robber. It was the -friend of human
iberty and the sasbetter or tyrannye...lt was....every
hing thet man was and is, so varied were its operatlonsi,
Bo complex was its influence, s¢o comprehensive wss its
1ife,."

We believe, however, thet on the whole monasticlsm
ras a great power for good and for human' betterment. If

the foreboding mind dwells on the later economic disord-

rs in the abbeys, let it also reeall the gstrategic help
fulness of the monks in those early Middle centuries P
@hen Europe was confronted with utter ruin. If it be

bffirmed that monasticism drew many men into a cloilster
5d 1life who would otherwise have been acceptable meémbers
pf soclety iIn an sge when laborers were needed, and if
Lt be .asserted that men éo withdrawn beceme go intro-
spective as to loose their resson and so be made unfit

for political and secular duties, let the verdict of hig|

jtory be read agaln which- declares that "the frierese.ss
"Monks and Monasteries" 387 £f
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jlength and breedth of ‘the land by the Mendicent brother

\ 20 -
became an Indispensable comnselor in political compli- ;
cations.sssee His influence .e.... is thus described by

1 .
the historian Green: 'The theory of govermment wrought

iout in the cell and lecture room was carried over the
begging his way from town to town, shatting with the
farmer of housewife at the cottage door; and setting up
his portsble pulpit in village green or market place.s
And 1f 1t be averred that the monsstic career developed
spiritual prige, bigotry, am iﬁnuman spirit, and con-
kracted sympethy, let the imegination recsll the scenes
#f suffering at which fhe monks ministered, the social

legislation which they instigsted, and the occasions,

any in number, when the abbots stood between the vio-

lence of nobles and the legal rights of otherwise unpro-—i
bected vassals,

i The supreme contribution of the monks, it seems to
is, aside from spiritual benefits, lles in their murture
f individualism. As Allen explains in his chapter on

onagticism, individualism comes only when the demends

jor soclal solidarity indicative of a primitive people

3

i
have passed awWay. Persons living under the meagre re-

N | é

gulations of barbarism and savagery sre forced to unite |

!
i
i
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.' ;fbr preservation. Exactly—snch was the conditdon during’

FULGANE

=

the Middle Ages. Altho the ”immortal part of a man is

iFot that which he shares with the rest .of his racu, but

P

‘that which he possesses of his owm", nevertheless the
Catholic church confirmed and strengthened the soclal

lemphasis of Feudalism, By its philosophﬁ of religlon

e e

‘and its method of proceeduré and govérnment it made Im-

possible the development of personality in the subordi-
mation of the indiwidual to the dictates of ecclesiasti-
.ggl authority. But it;was just this realization of a '
person's best self'that monssticism fostered. The monks;
land frisrs were oontlnually helping others to overcome ?
{the circumstances of their own lives - the peasant's 4

. apathy and degredation, the artisan'®s lack of skill,

the merchent's provinéialism, snd the thotful individual»ts
]1ack of vision. In ancient, days the man was trained for

k!
f

the state, and in the Middle Ages primarily for. the =e¥
church. The Benedlctines and Cistercians trafned men foy
themselves., ¥
The depth of thé geriius of the monastic movement is
. found we believe, in the Franciséan movement, But the
Papacy never Heartily approved of St. Fransis' work.

kS

_There wss an indiscoverable something Hbout the humble
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friar and his achleveméntd which Rome did not 1iké., We *
venture to say that this elément was the absolute but- s‘
hidden lack of submission to overhesd restraint, the con-
scious or unconsclous refusal to allow one's immortality
to be mechanically direeted or guideds These monks '

Iived in strange opposition to Papal idéals. They souéhé

. f
for and established new truth. "In taking the vows of I

poverty and celibacy, the monk flung defiance in the

v

) . A
face of exlsting civilizationy flouting the reLationship§

3

of state gnd famlly as ties incompetible with the high

———

est fresdom -and devélopment., But he took a vow of obe-

- -

dience, seeking therein a further freedom, for the obs-

e X

¥

b

dience was to be rendered to one likewh;msélff in sym-
pathy with his purpose and method," and not to an agto-
cratic and unyislding force. To the monks, then we as-
cribe the beginnipg of that movement which finally cul-

i -

minated in the Renalssance of literature, art, thot, and !

A
i
i

4

feeling - everything royal in the nature of mern. Thig

Initiation was small to be sure, only a seed thrown out,

T N VL ST

a8 1t were, on the broken and furrowed fields of human

experience and history, but flowering at last in a wver-
i

Lo

rdant and prolific growth. The developmerit of individ-
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'with that long series of industrial, commercial, and

= =

gocial impulses to shrich they gave birtl. Despite the

many sbused, therefore, to-which the orders gave rise,

tand the many infamies commited in their name, the gqqigiy

and economlc beneflts of the movement outwelgh éll,evilé;

4
%and the thotful mind. will render grateful t+ribute to the.
monk, the friar, end the abbot, of the Middle Ages.
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li‘ ualism must be credited to monastie influences,; aldng
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