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! . TH.E ITDEAL KING. . } )

I Where shall we find him? We go to the bank for gold;to
he library for books; to the studio for models. There is but
une Louvre. Sir Walter Scott said there is but one book.

-y 3

’Iunkacsy has given us his “Christ before Pilate”; Michael Angelg

his “pMoses”:Sir Christopher Wren his St.Pauls,and Handel his
I

%ﬂessiah";éreationﬁ thése Of "tHE painter,the sculptor,thé airchi-
reot and the musicdian. Where -did -these ideals originate?
ffhere have any worthy ideals originated?

H Truth will bear repetition. The book continues to J&ead

;{he thought of the world. dThere is no new thing under the

Gsun”. God’s word covers all the ground. Evgry advance in

lscience; every triumph of genius; every step towards the “grand

| onsummation” finds its prophésy There. “Christ is "the central

t

gnigure of history”. His teachings and the- teaching of those

l»ho wrote of him, hold, in germ-form at least,all fundamental
i 1
i ,ruth,and furnlsh the key to all genulne 01v1c and national

,progress. The people that d&¢o not discover tbls are doomed to

- - ——— —— ——

i-efeat and decay. Bishop I.M.Thoburn made a statement in a
H R — I i
|

sermon at Asbury Grove last summe1 that will become hlstorlc.
!

firwo things”,said he, “I havé noticedy (T) EVeTy Tatiow tiat™— |

Ehas refused to receive Jesus Christ is poor; (2) Every nation }
i !
hat has refused to receive Jesus Christ has lost the inventive §

faculty”. Will the business world hear that? It will bear

‘reflectlon. “Honesty is the best pollcy” The unthinking



|
|-
1

orld is heavily im debt to-the church of God.. - Large.accaounts.|

are lqong overdue, thatﬂﬁzii\nevex be paid her. _ She stands

fwhere she has stood for f#%f two thousand years; and is more

1
3 han a town-clock or a silent steeple. The skeptical press

i
i
L
[

may chaff¢ the faithful ministers and the cynical millicnaire
i100k askance at the modest meeting-house on that princigél

Estreetfwhicﬂlﬁe says,‘“ought to be brushed aside to make pla%e

or the onward sweep of commercial enterprise’”r -But both —

l

1 orget that this house and this man have made possible the. .

”atmosphele without which there could be no daily and no busi-
l
]ness to'swep”in any dlrectlon.

- e i - -

We have found the ideal king. But the bible is a folio

iof ideals. That is not saying that it was prepared by ideal

men. It ig saying that it was pﬁt together by men who had

f

I
|

ideal Conceptions. “Ta1l sun=crowned-men” were they;y“who -

‘stood above the clouds; in-pubilic -duty .and- in prigvate thinking?

|

3 his,indeed, if any,is their distinguishing trait. _Above theirf
“nelghbors they towered head and shouldels. Inspired souls

—_— e ey - -

lalways do. They are Cotopax1s and Mount Blancs and Mount
}Evelests standing upon whose sumlts smaller men may see visions
|

ﬂafar and hear stralns of the rarer and sweeter musi¢ of KEaVER.

¢

”Beﬁter be inépiréd thd&n infallable. The ~former makes man

God—liker -the latter might exalt him above measure,and make

h1m a god when he would be a challenge,if not an insult to the

Almighty 1+ _is_more_comforting to_know that Isaiah wrote_ &
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rather. read_Jdohn’s Revelation than. Michael’s. Mount Washingtor

excites my admiration because it has so much in common with itsﬁ
neighbors. The same substance but taller. Rock 1like its

fellows but more of it. And see,how it lifts ipts proud head

!into those lofty heights! Daniel,Amos, Isaiah,Paul were men, ﬁ

| |
lbui they were more-men. Of more massive structure ahd fingr’ r
gspiritual texture. Heard more;felt more,saw moere than -their ¢J

icomnades* Walking the same way,they were yet not on, the_same
;plane” They breathed a clearér atmosphere, penetrated into
!the third heaven of God’s privilege and were ready to declare
truths that men had thought unlawful to utter.

? Let us hear from these leadels IT Raphael paints his,

:Médonna or Powers carves his GreeX Slavé,or General Booth con-

ives his Salvatiomr Army,or Bezaleel produces temple-art,or if

tce

fi aiah depicts his Messiah,we want to stud§ him.

IS I In dsaiah’s gonception his tdeal king was. to_be a masiu Wit
‘a biirth day. With human parents. Though neither the date

. lof the former nor the names of the latter were known. It is,

- p———— i —

perhaps Just as well. Blble erters often do this. " In their

fwork there is frequently a conspicuous lack of détgil.~ A~
Ilittle exasperatingrdoubtless,is this to- the -novel-preader,but -
not, so serloﬁgwggl%he earnest truth seeker who digs for the
kernel,not for the shell; and who gladly accepts a hint when
'there is nothlng better to be had.

i “Unto us a child is born¥ unto whom? Probably the purifi-

- - . 2 ‘ -
led remnant. “Unto us & son is given- a son,¥ of whom? Probab-|
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hness because neither his natal-day could be flxedAnor his line

W

of descent accurately traced to its source. The splendid fafgb

Iiis that Fredeirick Douglass was born: that he was born if the

kthat- he was born with a strong right .arm,which,directed by .a.

|
i
|

|cles from the withering ankles of his country men,and put a

Esong of freedom into the mouth of four m11110n slaves. “After |

[
11ife’ s fltful fever he sleeps well”.

j

The quotation given a moment ago is takén from the ninth

one of -the most wonderful .of his

oo .. . . . e g e e
Napgnali and Zebulun Bathed in the glory 6f promise.

nothers“walk in ddrkness and the shadow of death” he walks-inm—- |

the- inspiration of“a-great light”. ..Others see dreadful carn-
lage and garments rolled in' bleod,but he sees beside the "horn

jOf plenty,the river of Joy and the pastures of peace. For

‘the drum-beat of strife and the martial music of advancing

armiés he substitutes the ring of the blacksmith’s anvil and

the-more-welcome—chatter-ef-merny- children—YFPor—unto -us ~a——§

[powerful_ brain,forged a mighty hammer that struck off the mana- |

ir s
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i

i

hild is born,unto us a son is glven”

i Is this son identical with the Immanuel of the elghth

I'r Three reasons. The quotation Is one of Three parts that

nake a harménious whole. Note the setting. The prophet 1Ig

|
|
|
]
s
|

hlnging,ln thf ninth chapter,of the glories of- the time- that-
|
yshsoon to come to the people., Many, welcome tidings will

herald its approach. Among the more conspicuous are, (1) The

! . . ‘s eartless
land will be relieved of

|

oppressors, the Assyrian

prmies, (9:4); (2) The weapons of war will be destroyed, (9:5); °

The ofder is causé and effect. ATGhiTd ig borh. The empha-—

|
|
meloys the past tense.--A customary gramatical construction

L ong Hebrew writers aiming at effect. But Isaiah is thinking
of the future. This child is yet to be born. Chapter 11:1

+ akes that absolutely certain.  Now if the child is not yet

horn it cannot be one with Immanuel,since the latter has been

eriod of oppression-dis begun; at its .end,and not at its hegin=

”
ning”. L. - R - . = e e e s ede—— -

I
! Tready born. —“he-ehild of—9r6—is~born -after—the Assyrian
i
1Y
|
|
|
|

|
l This is important and should be borne in ming. The envi- §

{ onment and mission of the two were entirely different.
|

iImmgnuel, in fact,has no character and no mission. It is not

E ecessary to suppose that any child was ever called by thi¥ nanig

ITt was to be gsuggested by circumstences. Long before and -

thapter? Let us say at once,and thoughtfully,No. And for twd

sis is on child. To make his discription more vivid the authoy

hnd (3) A child is born{96). This last is not least,but greatest. |




E indeed
meadiaxely pnepe¢ding Immanuel’s birth dark %&ﬁﬁg;wang_pp_gg
hhe skies over Judah. At his comlng a great change for the

}uetter was to take place. Days of prosperity were to come and;

| - —

|
-hould continue until the period arlve&When the child knew how

To dlstlngulsh good from evil,--say two years. These were o

|
i
I

Ihe years of great blessing. At the end of this period a change[

ior the worse would come. Reverses would again set in and F

rael once more pass under the cloud. Thus Imapnuel was “the f

‘epresentatlen of a generatlon to whom the promise of their

t[’olrt,h was soon to0 be cruelly broken”. In other words Ahaz was

}o receive 31gnﬁ of the child’s advent - a 81gn which would
.bnfuse and not comfort him. T «The rapld change impending over
\ihe land of Judah in the next years is revealed in the stages

i'f a thild’s Yife. The <¢hild,whese conception according to

!nense 14 is to be expechted immediately,if it has not already _

roccurred (as Gen.16:11 ),will receive at 1ts birth the name

lmman¢uel God with us,because Jjust then and so in a set number

i
!
d

r iy is affiiméd ih verse 16,which Justifilegs the name -Immanuel

i
|
’of months,God’s miraculous assistance will have been expellence

?(verse 14} The kingdoms eof -Syria -and Ephraim,now such .objects

jof fear,will be heavily punished by a conqueror. But upon phis

l urn of things, to Wthh 3¢dah owes momentary deliverance’,

1follows quickly a second turn to its dlsadvantage. This

ichange is hinted in verse 15 and explained at length in verses

|17—25. Before the boy -arrives at the age of 1reason and moral

I’eSE_OHS ibility,and mﬁﬁ_ in _a brief term of years.a desolation




111 come upon Jgudah such as has never been_ seen for long,

nd that through the great powels Egypt and Assyria,which will

ome into collision in the land of Canaan”. |

¥

- - -~

| Not so with the child of 9:5. Brighter, days had already 1

@awned for Israel when he came. And he was %o be the harbin-
1 )

ber and promise of thei¥ continudnce. For he was to assume
Tffice,and under the guiding and controlling power -of the divine%
»rpirit,restore the chastened people to their inherited and God- ;
j}iven position of prominence and example to the nations,and
igake his place a throne of unprecedented aéd unrivalled influ-.

bnce; stablished upon the word of God,and felt from the center

to the circumferernce ¥ of the world’s habitat.

Isaiah has another suggestion:® His ideal king was to be-

.11 extraordinary man. An extraordinary future was his,and his
I

f

ppxtraordinary facilities to xhg make the most of that future.

ature is generougs to him. . He*comes before his race with
marge endowments. God i1s rich in resources. The supply :
.1ways equals the demand. ~ The moral higtory of our world ;

l
Furnishes no more inteéresting tact ovhan LS. T I GOETE work= T
| 2

Bhop any-order can be executed. -At. various times wonderful
! »
;ngqipgpg_gf_hgﬁ_workmanship have appeared,necessary 1imitationJE

fmbserved notwithstanding. Solomon astonished the world with
! ' -
?is wisdom;Joseph with his stability; Abraham with his faith;

YOWess i

.amﬁEOn with hlsj phy31cal poYgrg; and now comes the ideal king, §

«he ultimate and most perfect example of divihe PYower,- ah
]

-nd1v1dual whose character is a wonderful combination of all the‘

| ]
| _



|
|

irtues of his illustrious predecessors.

i
i
i

_— e i e — - - - . - ———

!
rwas to assert itself. His fame was to spread far and neafr.
|

i
H

|
i He was to make an impression from the outset. Genius

o — - —

Ero' by 'some species Of Magic;not by the jugglery ‘of the "Impivas
I
@yave; not by “pious fraud” was he to become repnowned.  His

deeds were to demonstrate the presence in him of _the Spirit of .

1 ; 4 L. s
| ahveh; and by vgrtue of his intrinsic and inherent power - the
I 1]

;:ift of God - he was silently,but inevitably,to impress men and

|
b

i . R . " e
tvin them. THis is the secret of genius as distinguished from |

1 . . ]
Irtifice. It needs no advertising. Will not,in fact,accept

get his name before the public. -His once hpnorable profession

]_

élhe patent medieine,and the patent medicine man must needs

1. The mere .actor must have it. There is no other way to

and
as now degenerated into mere business with its trickg @& trade

—

’$ieze type and wood cut,and morgtgage the columns of our supinei
'ﬁailies to wholesale upon a patiént-public pﬁé debilitating
iyicﬁﬁr@s of sick fOlks and theiil MWoré abundantly debilitating

I
lis'-tories,— a sad commentary:-upon the -perversity- of human nature

i . . .
fin general,and the publishers in_particular,and a sadder

i

!fraining for the “new.geneggtion". Ol the ubiquitous and

~H

i
i

iniquitous quack. What with prize fights-and Celery Compounds

i
| -
fthe idol-makers and the idol-buyers have interests in commén, -

and Pulmonine it has become easy to acquire cheap fame. . But

{ith a slight advantagé oi one side: the former grow rich as th

i1a.tter g1'0W poor-. It is a <case of profit and loss. No indee

enius.will_not.submit_to such_.humiliatdon and travesty. . It

|
3

! —
1
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s .
is born not madebpop bound but free. “Cometh not with .obser-

5iation”,but cometh, nevertheless. Can afford to wait for i
I - - - - - :
?)isoovery. If not always seen,its subtle and positive power |

-o--.» [

rs alwaﬁs felt. The fading stars of Ehe morning tell us there
|
s a mightier light approaching them somewhere in the heavens.

& 1rently but inevitably the king-of day marches to his -thronej -
hclipsing his onlookers as he goes,and carrying day and delight
fin his train. But that faint dawn introduces the dajgy. Sir

Benjamin West’s genius betrayed itself in the playful,if care-
| .

ess pencil strokes upon the walls of the nursery. They were

L‘1'ucie encugh marks but genius lay hidden beneath them. Ruben-

Ftein’s unmistakable genius spelt out its Own rame undéi’ tha
rirst touches of the cthild’s fingers. His devoted mother abt
ane recognised the promise of the future master,who would yet

flake kings and queens his willing slaves. Charles Wesley’s
i i . - -
%oetic genius appeared in nursery rhymes before he was quite

bl

Erelieved of the infantile dress encumgbrance. And the founderﬁ
[ ) PP . v e mm . . .t : s
ot Methodism gave évidence 7 of his genius for oOrganization in
[

|
the -arrangement--of—hits—toysyand—iateryihr-maturer- form-when he
|

‘instituted his_Oxford Club, which was destined to. hecome_the .
l
fiorerunner of one of the mightiest ecclesiastical organizations

n . - — [E—
I : T
known to history. The world bows before geniugs. It cannot

| -

o other. A brilliant man dazzles,genius convinces. ‘The
i .
Clever man courts success,but the born genius commands it.

He 1s a livinmg magnet whose very presence draws myfen -unto
P g¢Xf7 the uncrowned king who is yet crowued in the estimate
|

1 o

L - | :i




nf men, and before whom men and women unconsc¢1ously prostrate |

— i dabme — il

] d
phemselves,and offer no apology,and can give no explanation ¢gfor |

" —-——

ﬂheir action. These are the normaﬂl effects of the presence
Il - . . . -
b a great personality, the natural results o0f thé power Of a

| ver ore |

Fommanding genius. Working by inexorable laws,the same 1n—al}-

|

[

peesyand among- all peoples,in Isalah’s time as now, this uncon-.

u
gcious recognition by the people of incaruate “genius for god- ’

flness” manifest in the person of the ideal king,finds expr9551—
l -
fn #Z in a unanimous chorus of tribute. The ancient Jews

it

Ihe;r beautiful simplicity, knew. They told all that was in
jhell heart when they said, “His—name shall be calle& wonderful’’-

l‘ i
H )

;on by -his parents at his birth as in the case of Immanuel,

Xpressed themselves in this way. It was the best they,in’

+

i
|

L :
put by any one who had heard of or seen the Messiah~_  “He shallj

'e called Wonderful Coun?%llor,Mighty God,Everlasting PFather,
rlnce of Peace”.

}
l
- And his deeds were to demonstrate his right fo the appel-
\

! )
4 ) e |
ation. “What’s in 4 namg?’ Not much,certainly,ii it Is

l

W.imply an ornament-given by overweening parents .or infatuated___

lou51ns and aunts;but a greal, deal when it becomes an index
[ P-,—gg-r\a.n]’ Wb\-l‘\r
Finger p01nt1ng towards future Jnighty movements or maps the

\I |
jlfe work of a great Deliverer, and constitutes the platform. j
i - - i
Fpon which a divine hero will prosecute well laid plans,make :

. h -
history and cgange the current of events-

. 2, "
This was the t#s¥ before the ideal king. The cares of anyg

hatlon are heavy enough but Israel’s burdens were burdens many

e . I B




pnd drain the swamps of a new country, inaugurate a new civili-
l - - - -7 e, T !
wation and establish a new nation than to resurrect an old one,

) |

— - — -

'[1
lhhend its laws and bring the disorganized multitudes into line

I
l .

:nd set them marching toward V{Eto}y. Yet thls Was the work
: the ideal king. It woudd be difficult to overdraw Israel’s

Bad conditiom. On~the human‘side it was —almost  hopeiless.

Plato tells,in his Republic,of glaucus the o0ld seaman,who .loved
the sea, _ He dwelt in it so long that his form became disfig*
red beyond recognition even by his nearest friends. It was
gven so with Israel. Long residence inm an element,at once

the davelopment ok
orelgn and hostile tohgodllness persistence in wrong-doing,

I
fletermined and repeated crossing of Yahveh’$s beniflcent purposes

}esuﬂted in estrangement from himjand -inr loss -of -moralk identity-.§

fcarcely a feature of old Israel,with its altars and temple ser

I

[ -
=rlce ,could be found. Its most ardent friends would not recog- §

- - -— - - - - -

|
Lise it. The natlon had become a carlcature and a bwvord.
i

Fhoroughly corrupt,the people committed sin and were not aware

nf it (5:20 ). They had réached "tHé& last ¥tage in mordyl turpi-
i ude- and—had-got—“past_£eeling?. “The ox. knowsth. his.owner,and |
’he ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know,my people
?oth not consider. The whole head is sick and the whole heart
L e ) -
|
l
|

faint - - - - Hear O heavens,and give ear O earth.”

-

v

This was at once the prophet’s lamentation and the nation’sj
benitential paalm. It was a good Sighn. ‘Suth # conditiorr
all¥ed for heroic measures. The ideal king appears. He

brings with him an ideal policy. The people were past feeling,




mercy”was the watchword, Judgment, must begin at the house_ of

Eod. Leaving God out of the question there was no such thing

-

fs reform for the people. He came representing reform in him-
%elf. “Like priest,like people”. He would bring the people

i 0 God; but he would bring God to the people. He would be
|
I

|
&t tachment to .his God. .

- — [ - - - ————

od’s representative. His character would silently but €lo-

huently proclaim the holiness and power of his office and his

!L__ It is always thus in the kingdom of heaven. The most
| ‘
z}ucoessful man is the man who most perfecytly shows God to man

i
I@nd man to God. Whether it be in the person of a Wesley,or
I

. w——— — -

; Gustavus Adolphus, or an Oliver Cfbmwezl, or a.Jonatﬂaﬂ_

|
|
i
Fdwards. You cannot drive; people must be led. “Their Sym-

Pathies must be emlistedy Confidence securedy  Some legiti-

‘iate and powerful stdmulus applied,ang conquest is easy. _The’

&deal k;ng'was the man for the hour. “He had thg necessary

t

nualifications. The people saw it. He could'gteady the

l -
lrtaggaring nation because he had a balancing power for the

- e . . - - e - P
Fndividual. Possessed of the Spirit in great fullness,he was ]

|

| . . . .
rble to promise,whether  in” presence or -in words,great-accomplisly

-;entsn He spared not himself,and in the .spending of his re-

Louroes he ‘earned his wonderful name. But dﬁ%ing these dgreat

deeds he after all received not the praise,but Yahveh; for not
e but Yahveh brings them about. “Because of his name,ﬁe
manifests in his deeds a power which can onl& be explained as

| .
resulting from theé POssessicn of sSteh gt endownernt of—the—Spir




‘pnd perfect gifts comesy from above. God is no respecter of

’f Yahveh as made h1m practlcally omnipotent.” His power with

! -

thal of ‘
frod and with men was greater thanﬁany of his ggy predecessors

- — —— a—— -

or contemporarles. Moses and the Elders(MNu.11:17}); Dav1d and
rolomon(? Sam.14:20;1 Ki.3:12 );Joseph (Gen.41i: 38 )aﬂ¢’8aul |
é Sam.11:6 } and Gideon (Jud. 6'24 J were all peculiarly endowed.
TUt the ideal king eclipsed them all was  more than they -all;

ynd greater than all. He was in fact the Wonderful, Coun¢ilor,
|

Hivine Hero,Eternal Father,¥rince of Peace.
! rea
z

-

i Isaiah makes a further suggestion. His ideal king was a - E
{rerfect man.l. In ideal uuion with God. How did it come E
‘:bout? He was born for it. But so are we all. Capacity g
Jor God is a universal 1nher1tance. It comes as all other godd:

i do wods poaess :
persons. Men say,they Hav¥é m¢tAphe “religious nature”. We

1
like to charge heredity with our faults and failures,and

.

| A - S .

| |
. . ‘

hollowing the example of Adan,hide ourselves behind some tree

?f excuse and so make fellowship with the Father and the Son

ke

*mpossible. Ah,God’s presence does not inspire fear but love.

.a1t for him. Let God greet you,and watch for sunrise in your :
aouli Let him pht Mis hend upon you,and note the pulsations.

%f new Xife! Let him speak,and harken for echoing melodies! . . ;
ﬁet his hand touch the broken chords of your heart and what
ﬁaeans of music will fill the corridors of your “religious
Fa‘ture”l Allow God to come into your life and see how possi-
nle ideal union is between him and your soul.

I‘ Lol
1"“"“Here'Waé"a”mdﬁ'ﬁﬁb—gfééﬂea 1o ba¥risr between” Uig $@ﬁ;'and

i“ '



|

f
i

| 14 !
i S S S S ——— S —— e . . = . - !
|

ithe Divine; a man who dwelt in God,and God in Hg hlm The

I - - -

ISplrlt rested upon him from the beginning. Every added day of
khiﬂs life witnessed added capacity for God. To him that hath
[nore is given. Tncrease in stature indicated increased holi-

ihess,and this again developed intericor and exterior beauty of |
f .
;oharaoter And men interpreted ¥ahveh throughy him.  This f

};ﬁ still z%g f£§¢¢;ﬂ The living epistles are read and known |

:of all men.. They see God’s atltude to the world by our atltud,

l
!

wt.o it. 'They conceive of God’s greatness by the relative greatn

|

aM«VW\x"—IS
fness of his V?V$1¢M7 The source is adjudged by the stream.
«When Columbus saw the river, Orinoco,some one said he #ad dis-
|coverea an islana. He replied:*“Wo such river—as that flows

éfrom an island- That mighty torrent drains a continent.”

H 2. He was in ideal sympathy with God’s saving plans.
|

- ﬁWhat these plans were the 0ld Testament scriptures everywhere

i - - .

lteach. Salvation was the same thing then as now:- the mutual
funion of the Creator and the creature; God looking toward man
and’man ‘1doking toward Godmaking ever nearer approaches ealh
o—other -every reeupring~day; resulting irn--inereasing-RKnewledgo$
and the 1nterpretat10n of the mysteries of Divine love,aund cre-

‘atlng a longlng that 1s perfectly satlsfled only when the soul

e i A b -

awakes in God’s likeness. In other words,there is Jjoyful

4reoognit10n of God’s supremacy; utter dependence upon his word;
luncompromising allegiance to his sceptre and unflinching devo-

I

tion to his service. In the orthodox Jew?*s mind the fundamen-

|

ital conception of salvation was primarily present helpfulness;

i
P
E
I
i
|
|
J

‘ SRS ————————.
I
i
|



&nd in its highest form, included the moral element. It was
Leen in dellverance from calamity:; in the prevalence of peace
] i
bnd plenty;The smile of Yahvehp,seen in full pantries,in goodly f

|

(
| - . . . . . X
; amilies,in long liyfe,in the possession of one’s inheritance;

.
|
|
|
,nd in the thousand and oue smaller things that make up a happy L
;;ally life. Such was Isaiah’s conceptlonln And hls~Me551ah ’
!ﬁasuin his thought the pledge and promise of this condition.

Eis ideal king is a man who,by virtue ¥ of his perfect identi- |
by with Jehovah and perfect attachment to him,is able to be a

sSlLre s

-zyaré&g¢ to the people,and perfecytly to represent Goad to man,

bringing to- him,in God’s stead,solace,deliverance and 1nsparat10 .

Is not Isaiah’s conception,in its twofold aspect,correct? i

ffe have nothing to do with salvation beyond. It is a quastion
in the present tense. George Bliot,not without reason,smiled

bt the Christian’s “otherworldliness”. Repudiating all claim

o the possession of worldly goods;he yet looks forward--to large}

nnherltance# in the better world. It is not strange that

gLomeone should ridicule the paradox The principle is wrong.
l ’ v,
llope of the future should not lessen ones interest in the preseng

il g
.Fn fact living for the fature is not s0 v1ta1 a matter as living

—

lor the present.  The future will £@Ké Care of Itself;or

L
nather"God ‘will take -eare -of it. Right~ living- now- gnsures .

«1ght reward bye and bye. Right_ 1iving now will equlp us for
R wetd

service now. It is herehwe are to make paradilse. Tnﬁ earth

I

\
|
i |
f-s t0 be the future heaven;-and shall be when John'’s vision 1s

;:ctualized. “Tmpossible”,said lfapoleon,“then it shall be done¥ j
!
. greater than Napdleon has said: “Whosoever shall say unto- f

_\

i
!
{ ;e
|




b hlS mountaln Be thou taken up and cast into the sea; and shall:

- — — - — e

1

éyot doubt in his heart,but shall believe thatwhat he saith
._ometh to pass;he shall have it.” “Behold I make all thing;
mew’”. ) ) .
3. One word more: Messiah-was to be'an‘ideal“administraL?

i
|
lbor of the afgfairs of God’s kingdom. “And. there. shall come Mj

forth a shoot out of the stock of* Jessie,and a branch out of j

?15 roots shall bear fruit;and the Xpirit of the Lord shall ﬁ

rest upon him,the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the splrlt

of coun¢il and might,the spirit of knowledge and fear of the

|

|
ord;and his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord;and he
shall not judge after the sight--of* his eyes;neither reprove ‘
after the hearing of his ears: but with righteousness shall he.
judge the poor and reprove with equity for the meek of thLe eartif:

and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth and with }

!
|
|
i}

F

‘ he breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteou;
]sess shall be the girdle of his loins,and faithfulness the
oidrdle of his reins”. Linked to God Vitally and indesquUlyf
; is success was secured. It was to be universal,but not acci-§

idental. He was to possess the ngcessary qualifications of
I
leadexshlp,quallflcatlons which guaranteed triumph. Group

| . —— - -

it hem. As given in the first six verses of this 11th chapter
) ) - .

lthey are, (1) wisdom and might, (2) prudence and power, (3)
! . - i . -
ilknowledge and fear of the Lord. The quotation heplps Us

l doubt

e reatTy. In 9:5 we were left somewhat in tﬁe FA¥K as to the

lmeanﬁéahioh-%hisuwondepﬁul«pensonmmas*to accomplish. his. wqondgl-—




L I work. But this 11th chapter puts the matter quite beyond

-

I
kuestion. All his power is given him by the Spirit of Jehovah,§

Py whose assistance alone he is the ideal king,(2 Cor.12:6 )

i
mnd by which he was to supersede all others in the splendor of

11
I mM?wu
kris achiievements. Knowledge and fear of the Lord gxXpldipyessiy

H

£loser union with Jehovah thaun the expression. used iu 9:5.

H

He is a prophet in the truest scnse,as well as an ideal king;-

s the secret of and in harmony with the plansof Jehovah.”

I
| . .
} His highest Jjoy was found in obedience to Jehovah.

losse331nL remarkable insight he would not find it necessary to |

ﬁnquire into the affairs of any given case; nor need he form~
pis conclusions, in making judgment,according to the doubtful
%tatements of uncertain witnesses. His wonderful knowledge andj
ionrppt decisions,resulting from correct evidence, would make
}1m a model judge;not necessarily of the eartyh; but of the

{and. There is nothing in the text g to sustain the A. v.
henderiﬁg éﬂa make his rulershié universal. He punishes not
H

dew~Tes%amen%*anaiegies$¢§§PeteP-in-the—ease of Ananias and. .—

|

Bapphira ( Acts 5:5=10 ). Righteougness and falthfulness are hi

'ith the rod of iron but with the rod of his niouth. RecalITig"

Eirdles. Strength of character and truthfulneﬂss are 11ke

| plgieth

hose of bis Master,characteristics of his admlnlstratlon.

L

Beautlrully does Isalah sing of the glories of Messiah’ s

reign. Whethel- the 12th chapter of his prophesy belongs heré

Mr not, it is at any rate aptly placed -and is- surely good enough {
national i
|

o form an 0ld Testament. doxology,or a YALgry#fl ascription of



F'or becauge of hris. compassion and
nving~kindness and long-suffering,operating througﬁ&he diyine
#d - Heaven’s executor .and mouthpiece - joy and peace every
ere abound. Barren hill-sides tell the story in returning

'erdure,and skKipping lambs. Wolves have lost the instinct to

i
|

ifestroy. Evéry home is a house of Gdod. Teacl.ing is ‘easy.
TO docile and obedient are devouring beasts that a 1little

hild leads them., It is high neon. The sun of righteousness

khineth in his strength. Heaven and earth are reconciled.
! .

fhe nations learn war no more. Songs echo round the world.
?For Ete earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as theg
iaters cover the sea. And the prophets abode is glorious”.
You see a picture of Jesus Christ here. So do I.  Did
I do not know. It is not necessary to suppose-he-did.;
Though this thought leads me inevitably to him and creates |
ongings which are adequately met only in him. Isaiah probab-

ty wrote better than he knew. Let us not Jjudge him from KZ ou f

vﬂtand point;but from his own. He was not the only one who

bonceived the "ideal kihg,though he was the first who eraboratelf
filescribed -his person, and his reign. -Micah and Jeremiah.alsomf

;ad.Lhis.conoeptiqn of the ideal king. If Isaiah was not

hinking of such a person as our New Testament shows us in

i

Lesus Christ,there isﬂgt least\here an exquisite picture of him.
: :
i

He perfectly answers the description given in the gospels.




!
l
|
fi
|

pugustine after he read Cicero’s “Hortensius”,find his way to

|
bhe Savior of the world - the Son of God,whose throne is Calvaryl

Lnd whose love fills the universe. Was God near to the human
’ace in Isaiah’s ideal king? He is nearer still in Christ
|

esus. Was he incarnate in human natfure in Isaiah’s Messiah?

Mc is more perfectly incarnate im the Beloved "Som,who was

I iterally made flesh and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory

|

blory as of the only begotten from the Father)} full of grace
I ]
%nd tiuth. Wherefore God hath highly exalted him and given himi

I
h name that is above every name’”.

I - i
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