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Introduction:
Enduring Legacies

This double issue of the Journal honors two giants of African Christianity who have
died in the past year, Marthinus “Inus” Daneel (1937-June 29, 2024 and Allison Mary
Howell (1951-2023). Zimbabwean by birth, Daneel was a pioneering eco-theologian
and expert in the early study of African Independent Churches and movements, as well
as an ecumenist and an activist on behalf of the Shona people. Howell was Australian
and lived as a missionary before becoming a scholar, making her home among the
Kasena, in northern Ghana, where she ultimately was buried. Daneel and Howell were
both children of missionaries. One powerful aspect of their two separate legacies was
their willingness to intimately embrace the people among whom they chose to live and
whose religious lives they documented. As a result, the scholarship they left behind for
the African and the global church is not the teaching of “armchair theologians,” but
instead that of researchers who were first trusted friends and even adopted family
members. Their enduring legacies emerge from the richness of intentional relationships
in their immediate cultural contexts, in educational institutions with their students,
and within the global church and scholarly community at large.

Other legacies in this issue are documented with biographies from Ghana,
Zimbabwe, and the DR Congo. Michael Wandusim’s account of the life of Ludwig
Adzaklo, a pioneering Bible translator, teacher, and catechist, born in late nineteenth
century Ghana, challenges us to reflect on how to factor fallen humanity into the
assessment of our enduring Christian legacy. Luke Donner’s biography of Bishop
Stephen Ndlovu highlights his strong leadership and advocacy for women’s leadership
ata time of great political struggle in Zimbabwe and internal conflicts in his own church
(Brethren in Christ), all the while maintaining a spirit of collaboration and ecumenism.
The story of Rebecca Sengu Mbongu comes to us from the DRC, from the pen of her
adopted daughter and accomplished Bible Institute director, Berci Ba-Dia-Ngungu
Mundedi. Mundedi has painted in fine detail the life of an outstanding and accomplished
servant of God who ministered to others from the depths of her own affliction, putting
her Savior and others before her own needs, thus blazing a trail for other women to
follow.

Anicka Fast’s article on a day in the archives not only highlights the challenges
and the joys of archival research as she shares a rich array of photographic discoveries,
but also proposes a new model for inter-continental collaboration in scholarship. It
challenges existing patterns of inequity regarding accessibility to scholarly sources
between Global South and Global North scholars. But more importantly, this model
also flips the narrative—in this case, putting a Global North scholar at the service of
African writers instead of the other way around.

The book excerpt showcases the biography of Imhobnuor Kambou contained in
Ini Dorcas Dah’s excellent monograph Women do More Work than Men: Birifor
Women as Change Agents in the Mission and Expansion of the Church in West Africa (Burkina
Faso, Céte d’Ivoire and Ghana) [Regnum Africa / Wipf and Stock, 2017]. This exceptional
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Christian testimony documenting one woman’s powerful impact on her community
was included in the DACB workshop for writers of women’s stories that took place at
Akrofi-Christaller Institute in Akropong in July 2024 (see update below). Rounding up
this issue, Dima Hurlbut presents an insightful review of Jean-Luc Enyegue’s recent
book, Competing Catholicisms: The Jesuits, the Vatican, and the Making of Postcolonial French
Africa (Woodbridge, UK: James Currey, 2022).

Directly following, you will find a brief overview of recent DACB events in
Africa. It has been a very busy half year for the project!

Michele Sigg
Editor-in-chief

DACB Activities Update, July 2024

®  Kenya Christian Biography conference: April 23-24, 2024, Mombasa, Anglican
Diocese of Mombasa Rescarch Institute (DOMRI). 7 original biographies
presented, 2 keynote speakers (Michele Sigg and Esther Mombo) followed by 1.5
day mini workshop for biography writers. The brief conference had strong vision,
leadership, and support from Bishop Alphonce Baya and DOMRI director Dr.
Ferdinand Manjewa M’bwangi. The event was stimulating and aroused much local
interest and energy in the church and local seminaries to continue the work of
historical documentation ongoingly through annual events and publications. The
first collection of biographies has been submitted to the DACB office after
editorial review in Mombasa.

®  Ghana workshop for writers of women’s biographies: July 8-12, 2024 at Akrofi-
Christaller Institute in Akropong. Michele Sigg taught the workshop with co-
lecturer Ini Dorcas Dah to a class of 5 men and 6 women. The residential
component of the workshop was key to creating a community of writers who
would continue to work together, in solidarity, each on their own biography but
for a common goal. Our meals and conversations drew us closer and knit us
together as a family, creating trust and opportunities for friendship. It was a joyful
learning experience for all of us—students and lecturers. Now the students are
working on submitting the planning schedule and on organizing their research
trips (July-August 2024).

®  Constable grant biography mini films: The film project that began in 2021 but was
somewhat slowed down by Covid has finished! You can view two short films on
“Apolo Kivebulaya, the Barefoot Evangelist” and “Abba Moses the Black” at the
links below. Soon the links will be available on the DACB website:

o Apolo Kivebulaya: https://youtu.be/wpgaZEfzmvY
O Abba Moses the Black: https://youtu.be/ByDSWnN nOA
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