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- INTRODUCTION -

I do not propose in this thesis to go into any detailed

discussion of the many topics taken up because to do so would

require several volumes, hence a brief digest of the material

bearing on them with an evaluation is all that can be hoped for.

In discuss in- the Negro in American Democracy, I found it

necessary, as a kind of background, to inquire as to hie origin,

the meaning of the term "Negro", his world position and his sojourn

in America. This being briefly done, I next attempted to follow

the Negro through the development of American Democracy and note

his contributions to its development and defense. First as a slave;

second as a freeman and third, as a citizen. This necessitated a

brief review of the history of the American Negro.

This thesis is supposed to be a resume of Negro life in America,

economically, politically and socially, as portrayed by the foremost

writers on the subject.

The Negro is a problem, not only to America but to the World,

He did not make himself such but was made so by the white man. But

v:hy should he be a problem in America ?

He came here with the first settlers, helped to settle the

country, did his share towards its development and now because he

asks a place in it and a share in its fruits, shoald he be regarded
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he asks a place in it and a share in ij»8 fruits, should he be

regarded as a problem in his own home which he Bielped to make, as

long as hs seeks to live and work peacably with the other members

of the family? Is he not entitled to these rights? If not, then

let us give him his due. If hs is, then let us see that he gets

justice.

To show the Negro's coming, his stay, what has been his lot

and what he deserves and hopes for in American Democracy is the

task and putpose of this thesis.

K.W.G.
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BRIEF HISTORY

A. Origin of the Negro Race -

It seems necessary in order to furnish a background, to

sketch the history of the coming into being of the Negro race.

To do this it may be worth while to relate the findings of the

leadings scholars in this field, though no testimony may be held

as conclusive proof for our subject

•

"The movement of prehistoric man can be seen as yet but
dimly in the uncertain mist of time. This is the story today that
seems most probable; from some center in Southern Asia primitive
human beings began to differentiate in two directions. Toward
the South appeared the primitive Negro, long headed and with
flattened hair follicle. He spreaded along Southern Asia and
passed over into Africa where he survives today as the reddish
dwarf of the Center and the bushmen o£ South Africa.

Northward and Eastward primitive man became broader-headed
and straight-haired, and spread over eastern Asia forming the
Mongolian type. These two types intermingled to form a third or
intermediate type and all developed variations according to the
climate and environment."

"Other and Older theories and legends of the origin and

spread of mankind are the Biblical story of Shem, Ham and

Japhet, but these only represent an allogorical truth and have

no historical basis." (Ham is probably the Egyptian word,"Khem"

- (black) the native name of Egypt. In the original myth Canaan

and not Ham was Noah's third son).

"The older "Aryan" theory assumed the emigration into Europe
of one dominant Asiatic race of civilized Conquerors to whose
blood and influence all modern culture was due. To the"white" race
Semitic Asia, a large part of Black Africa and all Europe was
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suppose* to belong. The "Aryan" theory has practically been
abandoned in the light of recent research and it seems probable
now that from primitive Negroid stock evolved in Asia, the Semites,
either by logical variation or intermingling with others, developed
the Mediterranean race with negroid characteristics and the modern
Negro" I

The blue-eyed light haired Germanic people may have arisen

as a modern variation of the mixed people produced bt the mingling

of Asiatic and African elements, but the last word about this is

not yet spoken.

Sir Henry M. Stanley (North American Review 170: 656-65, May

1900) sought to give the origin of the Negro. He seems to think

that Asia is the cradle of the human race, but in his attempt to

trace the development of the races he takes care to develop a

race that is light with blue eyes or grey with blood -brown and

light hair separate fromall other branches, which was known by the

name "Arya", a "noble" or ruling race. It seems a bit queer that

such a man would be led to such fallacies when he showed such

skill in picturing the development of other branches of the human

race. Sad, but true a man's wishes can become the father of his

thoughts and he can be persuaded to believe his own false state-

ments •

He assumes that the Aryan race, the white race, has no origin,

no beginning of days or ending of years but came as a special

creation of the gods but not so with other races, they are products

of evolution.

Sir Stanley admits that the Egyptians were Negroid, at least

I. DuBoise - "Negro" p. 21 - 22
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3

some of them, but are not identified with the origin of the Negro.

He states that the Egyptians were black with wooly hair, at least

some of them, but were not Negroes. The Ethiopians were black-

skinned but not Negroes. It can be seen why. The Egyptians built

cities of renown and grew into a proud and conquering nation. A

prince of Ethiopia, the famous Menon lent aid to Troy in the 13th

Century B.C. An army under Skiskak, of Ethiopia, invafced Palestine

with 1,200 chariots and 60,000 horsemen. Zerah, an Ethiopian had

started to fieht Asa, King of Judah with a million men. Tirhakah,

the "Melek Cush" king of Ethiopia, defeated Sennacherib. This

account of Ethiopian exploits, he thinks, is proof that they were

not Negroes or any type of Negro. This seems to be the kind of

reasoning that Sir Stanley uses.

According to Sir Stanley the Egyptians were a cross of some

of the Dravidian Hill tribes with what is known as the pure African

Negro. Therefore the Negro is a distinct branch of the human race

that has always maintained his racial identity. In his conclusion

Sir Stanley admits a possibility which but few writers dare to

express and that is;" Asia furnishes sufficient evidence to show

that strange divergences in human races could have produced a

Negro. The Continent that exhibited the Almond-eyed Mongolian, the

blue-eyed Circassin, the deep black Gondas and Bhillas, the

dark Paharias,the dwarfish Aeta, the hook-nosed Jew and short

Tartar could have in the very earliest ages of man produced such

contrast as the wooly haired Negro and the silken haired Aryan".Sy

this he admits the oneness of the human race but fails in his
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in his treatment to show the Negro anywhere save in Africa as a

primitive progenitor, which isolates him from all history-making

groups of mankind, I don't doubt, Sir Stanley means to be fair

but there seems a bit of inconsistency in his treatment*

What is a Negro ?

Since there is so much trouble about identifying the Negro

it seems proper to inquire - what is a NegrA ?

DuBoise says, in his book, "Negro " "The modem world in contrast

knows the Negro chielly as a bond slave in the West Indies and

America." Add to this fact that darker races have lagged behind

Europe for four centuries, the general assumption throughout the

modern world is that color is a mask of inferiority*

In writing of the Negro it must be maintained that we are

writing of one of the most ancient persistent and widespread stocks

of mankind. But the astounding prejudice against the Negro has

made an accurate history of him almost impossible. Men have confused

their desires with historical facts and thus arrived at fallacious

conclusions

•

Scientists have tried to find a definite type of man that they

could call a Negro, such as an extreme type of black, ugly and

wooly haired, but they were forced to give up the effort, because
type.

at least nine tenths of the African people fail to conform to this
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Winwood Reade says, "The typical Negro is a rare variety even among

"Negroes".

In fact no such narrow definition is possible* In the case of

other races no such concrete definition is attempted* A "white"

may be of any color, size of facial conformation have endless variety

of cranial measurement and physical characteristics* A "yellow" man

is perhaps an even vaguer conception*

It is generally recognized today that no scientific definition

of race is possible*

Von Luschan says, "The question of the number of human races has

loss in raison de'etre and has become a subject rather of
I

philosophical speculation than of scientific research?

In America, the mulatto, a type between white and black from

the mingling of the two is as typical African as the black man cannot

be logically included in the white race* He is classified as a

Negro, especially in America*

It is reasonable, according to historical facts, to include

under the word "Negro" the darker peoples of Africa characterized

by a brown skin, curled or"frizzled"hair, full and sometimes everted

lips, a tendency to the development of the maxillary parts of the

face and a dolichocepholic head* This type is not definite*

This color varies widely; it is never black or bluish as

1 Von Luschan - Inter-Racial Problems p* 16
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some would eay. The hair varies and so do their facial angles and

cranial forms. Palgrave says, "the typical type to be studied is

that of the statures of the Egyptian rooms in the British Museum;

the larger gentle eye, the full but not over-protruding lips,

the rounded contour and good natured, easy sensous expression*

This is the genuine African model." To this race, Africa in the

main and parts of Asia have belonged since prehistoric times*

There have been repeated efforts to establish definite

racial lines by measurements of various kinds but these have proved

fatal and today is practically given up* Today we realize that

there are no definite racial types among men* Race is but a dynamic

concept*

DuBoiee further states: "The primitive stock was mulatto in

the sense of being not widely differentiated from the original

Australold stock* The mistake is continually made considering

these types as transitors between absolute Caucasians and absolute

Negroes* No such absolute type ever existed on either side* Both

were slowly differentiated from a common ancestry and continually

remingled their blood while tjie differentiating was progressing*

Prom prehistoric times down to the present day Africa is in a

sense primarily the land of the mulatto* So, also, was early Europe

and Asia; only in these countries the mulatto was early bleached
1

by the climate while in Africa he was darkened." The Negro then

is simply a colored member of the human family*

^ B - The World Position of the Negro

1 DuBoise - Negro p. 23
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The Negro seeos to be a species of the human race different

from any other, and less able to assimilate. But race recapitu-

lation is found to be as true with the Negro as of any other race,

and it is thought, from evidence of recapitulation, that the

original color of man was brown.

The color of the Negro is regarded by whites as less beautiful

than any of the other racial colors, as also are his other

characteristic features, Iput that is thought to be due to the

different aesthetic taste of different races and not color per se'.

There are several characteristics peculiar to the Negro.

1. The Negro is thought to have a natural immunity, a power

of reeistence to certain diseases that other races do not have,

but this fact is without foundation. Natural immunity is not

characteristic of any race in the same environment if it stays

long enough to become completely acclimated. This has been fully

demonstrated in the American Negro.

2. He is thought to possess a greater degree of fertility

than the European or Asiatic but that is not true because when the

Negro comes in contact with a different environment and civiliza-

tion he, in time, makes the same adjustment and becomes like unto

his fellow neighbors.

I do not hold that the Negro is less further removed from

his primitive ancestors in physical characteristics and portrays

more of the original features of primitive man than any of the

other races. This may account for the assumption that he is less
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easy to become susceptable to change* But this, I think, should

be to his credit rather than discredit,

3. The Negro is said to be the only non#Caucasian race which

has become the rival of the white man in science, art, literature,

and mathematics. Others have kept to themselves and have never

ventured to compete with the white man in his own sphere* A Negro

has now been to the North Pole and there are famous Negro painters,

musicians, novelists, engineers, botanists, legists, philologists,

mathematicians, and genral officers whose work is done in the white

world and in emulation with the first talent of Europe and America.

Sir Harry H. Johnson says, "The Negro will probably die out in

Asia, but in Africa and America he has a very important part to

play and he may permeate the life of Europe in coming centuries*

France has become an African power of the first magnitude, with

a Negro army of forty thousand men. Britain and Germany look more

and more to Africa for their commerce and the raw material of their

industries. The ten million Negroes and Negroid in the U.S. occupy

in that Country a position of capital importance in industry and
1

agriculture." But it seems to me that so far as the white race

is concerned his color and physical features are barriers for hi m

that shut him out from all the rest of world and make him an alien

an unwanted child of the human family*

1 Sir Harry H. Johnson - Papers on Inter-Race Problems p. 328-36, 1911
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- C - - Slavery -

The development of the topic will be only a brief resume

since the history of this awful human scourge in America is so

familiar to all.

1. The Beginning of Slavery in America.

I shall %uote mainly from the story of the Negro, by Booker

T, Washington (chap. V p. 85)

The strange vessel that entered the mouth of the James River

and anchored opposite the little settlement of Jamestown Va.

August 1619 carrying twenty Negro slaves did not mark the beginning

of slavery in America as it is popular thought.

When the Spanish explorers and adventurers came to America

they brought many Spanish Negroes with them as servants and slaves.

This was in the latter part of the fourteenth century because soon

after this, 15^5 a considerable number of slaves were introduced

into Santo Domingo. Here we have the beginning of African slavery

in America over a century before its entrance in Jamestown Va.

"The records show that Negroes in 1516 worked with Balboa on
the Isthmus of Panama. Negroes also accompanied the expeditions of
Vas^uez de Ayllon, Narvaez, Coronado and Desoto. With the ill-
fated expedition of Narvaez was the Negro Stephen. For eleven years,
from 1520 to the year of his dea;tn 1539, this Negro Stephen was
with the Spanish explorers on the mainland of North America, and
a well known writer of American history has called him the dis-
coverer of Arizona.

"

"According to the Spanish historian, Oveido, Negroes were among
the 8 et tiers of the Spanish colony of Chicora, in 1526 on what is
now the coast of South Carolina, and this, so far as known was the
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earliest apperance of the black man on the soil of the U.S.African
slaves accompanied the expedition of DeSoto to Florida in 1539*
Negro slaves were settled at St* Augustine Florida by Pedro
Henendes in l565» n After this the slave trade began to flourish
and by the time it ended it is safe to say that not less than
twelve million slaves had been landed in the western world*

2. Slavery as it was in America -

I oannot begin to describe slavery as it existed in America in

this brief, because, to do so would require a thesis in itself,

but suffice to mention some works that have very vividly painted

sucfc. a picture* The first of these is "Uncle Tom's Cabin" by

Harriet Beecher Stowe* 'The book was a birth of genius and love* It

mixes humor with its tragedy and with all its woes the story some-

how does not leave a depressing effect; it abounds in courage and

action; the fugitives win their way to freedom; the final impulse

is to hopeful effort against wrong* No book is richer in the

gospel of love to man and trust in God* Its rank is high in the new

literature which has stimulated and led the modern movement for the

uplifting of the poor and oppressed* Its place is with Victor Hugo's

"Les Miserables", and Tolstoi's "War and Peace". It was an appeal to

the heart of the American people setting forth an organized and

monstrous wrong*'

It is thought that the book (Uncle Tom's Cabin) is an

exaggeration and fails to do justice to the institution of slavery

but another writer who lived on a southern plantation, whose husband

was a 8 lave master says the book is no exaggeration and proceeds to

write, painting an even darker picture* This writer was Fanny Kemble

1 .Booker t. Washington - Story of the Negro* chap.Vp, 85
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Butler, who wrote a book entitles; "A Residence on a Georgia

Plantation". She tells of women being driven to work to early

after child birth: of a woman who was stripped and lashed by a

man, she being the mother of ten children*

Mrs* Butler describes the South with its slavery as outrage

on civilization, "a nation of men whose organization and temper-

ment is that of the Southern European, living under the influence

of a climate at once enervating and exciting, scattered over tract-

less wilderness of arid sand and pestilential swamp, intrenched

within their own boundaries, surrounded by creatures absolutely

subject to their despotic will; delivered over by hard necessity

to the lowest excitements of drinking, gambling and debauchery

for Bole recreation; independent of all opinion; ignorant of all

progress; isolated from all society - it is impossible to conceive

a more savage existence within the border of any modern civili-

zation*"

Uerriam says," Inefficiency and degradation were the marks
of the non-slaving whites. the master class missed the wholesome
regime of toil* Nature is never more beneficent than when she
lays on man the imperative command "Thoa shalt work"* Of all ways
of evading it the worst is to shift the burden to another man* in
being driven to do other men*s work as well as his own, the Negro
found some compensation, but his enslaver paid a constant and
heavy penality",

- D - - Emancipation -

It would be impossible to describe the whole movement leading

up to emancipation, it will be necessary to state only some of the

facts concerning if along with an interpretation of this great

incident in the life of the American Negro*

1 Merriam - The Negro and the Nation, p* 110-11












































































































































































































































































































































