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TEE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF GAINEDA AND NEWFOUNDLAND

CHAPTER I

PHYSIOGRAPHY

The Dominion of Canada comprises the v/hole northern part

of the North American continent with its islands, except the

United States territory of Alaska and the territory of New-

foundland# It includes the wnole Arctic archipelago between

Davis Strait and the connecting waters northward to the 60th

meridian on the east and the 141st meridian on the west#

The Dominion is bounded on the west by the Pacific Ocean

and Alaska; on the south by the United States; on the east by

the Atlantic Ocean, the territory of Newfoundland, Davis

Strait, and the Danish territory of Greenland; northward it

extends to the North Pole#

AREA

The area of the Dominion is 3,694,863 square miles, a

figure which may be compared with that of 3,783,395 square

miles for the United States and its dependent territories,

2,974,581 the total area of Australia, 3,275,510 the area of

Brazil, 1,805,252 the area of India, 121,633 the area of the

British Isles# Canada's area Is more than 27 per cent of the

total area of the British Einpire#
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POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS

Canada is divided from east to west into the following

provinces: the Maritime Provinces of Nova Scotia, Prince Ed-

ward Island, and New Brunswick, all three comparatively small

in area; Quebec, covering a strip south of the St, Lawrence

River and the whole territory north of the St. Lawrence River

and east of the Ottawa River to Hudson Strait, except the

coast of Labrador; Ontario, extending northward from the Great

Lakes to Hudson Bay; Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta, the

provinces of the interior continental plain, extending from

the United States boundary to 60° north latitude; and British

Columbia, the province of the Western coast and mountain area,

also extending between the United States boundary and 60°

north latitude.

North of the area included in the provinces the country

is divided into the Yukon Territory to the west, bordering on

Alaska, and the Northwest Territories. The latter is subdivi-

ded into three provisional districts: that of Mackenzie com-

prises the mainland between Yukon and the 102nd meridian of

west longitude; the District of Keewatin comprises in general

the remainder of the mainland between the District of Mackenzie

and Hudson Bay; the District of Franklin comprises in general

the Arctic archipelago.

LAND AND FRESH WATER AREAS

The total land and fresh water areas of Canada are as

follows

:
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Land 3,466,556 sq# miles
Fresh V/ater 228,507

Total 1 3,694,863

LAKES and RIVERS

The fresh-water area of Canada is unusually large, consti

tuting over 6 per cent of the total area of the country# The

outstanding feature is the Great Lakes, parti culary notable

for the depth of Lake Superior, 1,302 feet, and for the shal-

lowness of Lake St# Clair, 23 feet# The areas of the Great

Lakes are as follow:

Lake Area

Superior 31,820
Michigan 22,400
Huron 23,010
St. Clair 460
Erie 9,940
Ontario 7,540

Lake Superior is the largest body of fresh water in the

world# The whole of Lake Michigan is within the United States

the International boundary passing through the center of the

other lakes# The total length of the St. Lawrence waterway is

1,900 miles# The Great Lakes together with the St# Lawrence

River form the most important system of v/aterways on the con-

tinent, and one of the world* s most notable fresh-water trans-

portation routes. In addition to the Great Lakes there are

many other remarkably large lakes, eleven of them all over

2
1,000 square miles in area.

dominion bureau of Statistics, The Canada Year book , p#

2
Ibid#, p. 11.
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LENGTH OF PRINCIPAL RIVERS

In the following table showing the lengths of the prin-

3
cipal rivers of Canada, the tributaries are indented:

River Miles

Flowing into Atlantic Ocean :

St* Lawrence 1,900
Ottawa 696
Saguenay 405

St* John 399

Flowing into Hudson Bay :

Nelson 1,600
Red 545
Assinaboine 590
Saskatchewan 1,205

Churchill 1,000
Albany 610

Flowing into Pacific Ocean :

Columbia 1,150
Fraser 850
Porcupine 525
Yukon 1,765

Flowing into Arctic Ocean :

Mackenzie 2,514
Laird 570
Athabasca 765
Peace 1,054

Coppermine 525
Back 605

'Ibid., p, 14 .
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CLIMATE

The climate of a country of such vast extent and varied

features as Canada naturally differs very much in different

places, and in this respect British Columbia on the Pacific

Coast and Nova Scotia and the other Atlantic regions are very

dissimilar to the prairie region of the center. So different

is the climate of one part of the Dominion from that of other

parts that Canada has been said to present the climates and

productions similar to those of northwest and central Europe.

Ontario and the region of the Upper St. Lawrence may be

described as temperate. Generally the climate of the Domin-

ion shows considerable extremes of heat and cold, but, except

in some of the coast regions, the exceeding dryness of the

atmosphere makes both extremes of temperature more pleasant

and healthful than similar temperatures in Britain. Aside

from the parts of the Dominion that fall within the Arctic

Circle, Labrador and all the country' east of Hudson Bay have

the most severe climate.

The Pacific Coa£ region is decidedly moist. The West-

ern Ontarion peninsula has the finest climate, favorable to

fruits, shrubs and flowers that cannot stand the severe

winter elsewhere. The Mackenzie River district— especially in

the Peace River section, where the temperature throughout the

year is remarkably genial— possesses a climate much less severe

than one might expect, and would allow of agriculture almost to

the Arctic Ocean.
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VEGETATION

The forests are of great extent, and the timber trade is

a great source of wealth, the annual value of the timber and

forest products being over $190* 000,000. In the forests grow

more than sixty kinds of trees. Among the most valuable are

the white and red pine, white and black spruce, maple, ash,

beech, oak, walnut, butternut, chestnut, basswood, birch, ce-

dar and hickory.

Over most parts of the Dominion, except in the prairie

regions of the interior, good timber is found, though in the

older and more closely-settled parts the forests have been

largely cleared off. 'The forests of British Columbia produce

the largest timber, the Douglas fir being the chief tree.

The balsam poplar grows to an immense size on the Athabasca,

Peace, and Mackenzie rivers, and even at the mouth of the last,

within the Arctic Circle, trees of some size are found. The

Banks ian pine grows to a height of 100 feet on the southern

shores of Hudson Bay, and spruce suitable for building purpo-

ses, and the tamarack or larch, extend as far north as Port

George on its east and Port Churchill on its west shore. The

sugar -naple, a forest tree attaining a height of 120 feet,

flourishes in the greater part of the St. Lawrence valley,

and is much valued for the sugar that i3 obtained from it. 4

4Ibid. t p. 283.
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There are a great many varieties of wild fruits, as the

wild pluin, wild cherry, raspberry, service-berry, carnberry,

gooseberry, strawberry, black and red currant, wild vine,

blackberry, buffalo-berry, etc*, and numerous wild flowers

and flowering shrubs* Of the wild druits, the raspberry,

cranberry and blueberry are alone important economically* 5

There are rich pasture grasses but they cannot be uti-

lized in cultivation.

5Ibid* * p* 258
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CHAPTER II

HISTORY

THE PERIOD of DISCOVERY

At a very early date the Norwegians discovered and col-

onized Iceland* Prom there, a colony hade been established in

Greenland, which at that time was not so cold as it is now*

In the year 1,00, A. D*, Leif Ericson, a Norseman, led an expe-

dition from Greenland southward, and touched the shores of the

parts now known as Newfoundland and Massachusetts; but he made

no permanent settlement and his discovery led to no important

results* It is believed that his expedition visited the shores

of the mainland of what is now Canada.

Christopher Columbus is regarded as the real discoverer

of America. NjL S discoveries came as a result of his efforts

to find a commercial waterway to India and China by sailing

westward from Europe* He discovered land on October 12, 14S2.

It was one of the Bahama Islands, but, supposing he had reach-

ed some Ox the islands of India, he called the natives Indians,

and the islands of those seas were later named the West Indies.

The first effective contact of Europeans with Canada was

n0u made until the end of the 15th century 0 John Cabot, an

Englishman, and his son, Sebastian, sailing from Bristol, reach-

ed the shores of Newfoundland in 1497* There they found the

6
The Americana, Volume 4, "Canada," Section 2.
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remains of cabins that had been used by the earlier Norse fish-

ermen* Continuing their way, they touched at Cape Breton,

Prince Edward 1sland, and, perhaps. Nova Scotia* They reached

the shores of Labrador, and probably were the first white men

to see the mainland of what is now Canada* Upon their arrival

on the mainland, they planted the English flag upon it*

Soon after Cabot* s discovery, fishermen from Europe began

to go in considerable numbers to the Newfoundland Banks, and

in time they reached the coasts of the mainland of Canada and

established settlements there.

THE INDIAN PERIOD

The American Indians were tall, dark-haired, dark-eyed

people with high cheekbones* Practice had made them keen of

sight and hearing and swift of foot. They were skillful in

catching the animals which abounded in the forests, and the

fish with which the rivers and lakes teemed. The skins of the

animals supplied them with clothes, and the flesh of these and

the fish were their principal foods. They lived in wigwams

made of skins or of bark and they spent their time in hunting

and fishing or in war, while the women had to do the drudgery

of the tribe* The Indian was true to his friends, but cruel

and revengeful to his enemies

•

The Indians of Canada were divided into three tribes.

The hurons and the Algonquins were the friends of the French;

the Iroquois were the friends of the English*
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The Hurons were the most peaceful of the tribes and soon

became Christians, They lived around Ceorgian Bay and tilled

the soil to some extent. Their houses were made of bark.

The Algonquins lived in the region from Lake Superior to

the Atlantic Ocean, and were the least intelligent of the

tribes. They were filthy in their habits, lived in miserable

wigwams and tilled the soil but little.

The Iroquois, who lived in the State of New York, were

fierce and warlike. They were composed at first of five, but

afterwards of six tribes, and so were sometimes called the "Six

Nations," They tilled the soil and raised a large amount of

corn,

ThE FRSNCh PERIOD

French fishermen were attracted to the rich fishing "Banks

of Newfoundland as early as 1506, But it was the French naviga

tor Jaques Cartier v/ho first really opened up Canada for Euro-

pean settlers. In 1534 Cartier in a single ship sailed up the

Gulf of St. Lawrence until he could see land on each side. The

following year he made another voyage and reached the Indian

town of Hochelaga, to the height above which he gave the name

of Mount Royal, now Montreal, and passed the winter at the

mouth of the St, Charles, where the city of Quebec now stands.

During the next sixty years the fisheries and the fur trade re-

ceived some attention but no colonization was attempted, with

the exception of the St. Lawrence valley

,

7

7 Ibid,, Yolume4, "Canada," Section 2.
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































