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Foreword 
(Conti d) 

Hr. Elliot Sands • • • • • • • • • • 

Mr. Abram Resnick • • • • • • • • • • 

Project Dir ector, 
Probation Officer 
of J uvenile Court 

Project Supervisor , 

t he l ast named, with the aid of his assistant , Mr. Dan­

iel O'Keefe, being responsible for the actual super­

vision and direction of the group . 

My purpose in the following presentation 

is to deal more or less directly with the multiplicity 

of social situations and the resultant effects spring­

ing spontaneously and consistently from the environ-

mental factors in the general life of the young male 

element . I n addition, the attitudes which develop in 

relation to these situations will be pointed out and 

the varied and innumerable delinquencies to which 

youth is subjected will be stressed. Lastly , I shall 

endeavor to demonstrate how behavior traits have a 

natural evolution in the life history of a boy fl.nd 

develop appreciably in the process of interaction be­

tween the individual and the ever increasingly promi-

nent and successive events so closely allied to his 
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surroundings . 

Thus , the aforementioned 11 expe riment 11 will 

be the prime feature of my dissertation. A rather in-

tensive study was made possible by the procuring of rel-

evant de,ta, chiefly from those initiating the movement 

and proved materially beneficial in the compiling of 

my discourse on J uvenile Delinquency. For their kind 

i nterest and cooperation, I extend a full measure of 

appreciation to : •••• 

Rev . John T. Powers , Chairman, 
Joint Planning Board Corr.rai ttee 

Mr. Elliot S311ds , 
Probation Officer of Juvenile 

Court & Project Director 

Mr. Abram Resnick , 
Project Supervisor 

I ndividual Group Leaders , .... .. 
ano. also for the privilege granted me for peru.sal of.' 

project records , permission for periodic visits to the 

clubs and the t ime allowed. for personal interviews. 

The underlying importance of the Pro ject's 
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Foreword - ( Cgnt 1 d ) 

principles will be fully stressed, as will the varied 

forms of organization ; B.ctual basic operations , the 

gradual development -- purely by process of a poster-

iori and a reverse a priori , the pre sent potent st. a-

tus and the marked significant, tendencies , in an en-

c'.eavor to forcefully demonstrate the posi t ive need 

of community co-ordination for the prevention of ju-

venile delinquency • 

• •••• ooo ••••• 
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CHAPTER I 

"Juvenile Delinquency ••• A Community Challenge" 

To definitely understand the behavior 

problems of a child one must necessarily determine to 

what extent there are causative factors of delinquency 

in the groups which govern his behavior. From obser­

vation and extensive study, it has been ascertained 

that juvenile delinquency is invariably due to some 

phase or phases of adult insufficiency, taking root 

and subsequent growth from human relations in the pri­

mary groups comprising family, playgroup, neighborhood 

and community. This, therefore, is a prime considera­

tion since youth perpetually reflects cultural pat­

terns ( 1). 

Home Conditions & Relationship 

Of 1'undamental importance is the home, 

wherein association is unequivocably intimate and 

face-to-face actualities recur; wherein the process 

of socializ.ation originates and the initial patterns 

or social behavior are acquired. The mere span of 

(1) Steiner: ••• "Community Organization"-- p.l5 











a.lity and social experience which intimately touch 

the child. In homes of wealth as in res augusta 

domi are found behavior problems ••• ·there being no 

dissimilarity in reactions -- the one differing fea-

ture is the number •••• this being far excessive in 

the impoverished settings. The lack of vital know­

ledge in child training and care on the part of fam-
' ily is truly appalling and rather surprisingly, this 

is not entirely confined to the busy mother of the low­

er economic stratum. Doctor Miriam Van Waters (1) in 

pointing out the various family conditions contribut- . 

ing le.rgely to delinquency is here _ quoted:-

11 The fact is delinquent children are very 

often unwanted children. The 'only child', pampered, 

spoiled, over-indulged and sheltered, frequently be­

comes delinquent because the parents are too engrossed 

in personal ambitions, careers in business, or other 

absorbing occupations to be really interested in the 

child". 

If one shoUld paraphrase the aforemen­

tioned, intently study the words and read between the 

lines, one natural question would, undoubtedly, form 

(1) Van Waters, Miriam: "Unwanted & Delinquent" -- sur-
vey 54 ••• p.228 
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QHAfTER II 

"A Neighborhood Experiment" 

The preconception and actual birth of 

twin objectives forced the Experimental Project to the 

awareness of a palpitant, active life. Each distinct­

ly individual at inception but created as a strength­

giving vitality to the other for a more sound, vigor­

ous and valuable development. Prefacing the family 

name ''Delinquency Prevention11 , one a im was "appeal" 

favoring the unfettered, free, impetuous youth whose 

leisure hours lacked the essential supervision and 

guidance of an organized recreational center. The 

other was garbed in "attractiveness", and without 

force or deception, invited the pre-delinquent and 

delinquent boy to an environment adequately equipped 

for the normal absorption of youthful desires and ur­

ges. Each tred cautiously the progressive path to a 

worthy goal and hopefully glimpsed the day when they 

would unite in the interest of all youth and for the 

security and betterment of the entire neighborhood. 

Is it mythical that a parent in display-


































































































































































