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I _ THE AUTHORgHI^^QJ TH?!. HEXWEJJ.CJI;__________________

_ 

_ IT ia__cilearJLy*_a.ppa.reji£^±.ha.t_ai3„fixhaiis-ttve_ji4rS-cuGs-i-(m-o^

_the ^tKo_r_^j.E_Q.r„.ih£_iJe.3tt^tQ.ucih_,^wJJld__inyX)JlV-e_jiiuch._mcLce. thazL t .c;
/

„the J_n_£aci-,_nec>ess4.

_ia±e -a._satting f.or±hu3:f_the-JiLs-tor-y-’of--thre---c-r-i-t-i-cal- stud-y—of th-

_CLld—T.esXanien,t-,_ncLtahly—from^ Spinoza- -to-G-rat-, a—d-o-ta-i-led-anaXy—

sLs-o.£-th£--inJ;ernal--evicLence.^ ^laologi'calr,-?-U-ierary and..histo -

-Leal, _that_w-oiiLd-A7.itness for m: _againsX_-Lls_Mo-saijC—aulhonshLp-,.

..cx)mblned_.w.Lth—an—impan-tial and cr-lti-cal -Cjomparlson -oX-the—Lradi

-t-ional -vi-ew-wi-th-the-hislp-r.ical--d-ev.olopraenL-,.-as-that d,evelopmen 

rell&ct-s-JLLself in th.e JiLstCLELLcal_bjaoks.;--yel-triQra,_lt_j3CLUld_£jir_ 

.fjir-ther-i^e.quire placwg-in h-clear light the problems that- face .

-the—ra.t.urjied_.exile-s.,.-_tlLa_mann£Lr of the cc'on's'e’fv^s'ti'cai-of—X-srael?^

I

fa Lt h-through the Levi-ti cal .code-,—the- Gen-es-i-3~-of ^arisaidm± to

gether with the nature„oX the„relation„oX tha Old Testament, to L •' 

the J^exy-, all of. whij^h—ia.,—.I—take—i-t-,—Ln--sorae—degree-essential

to a thorough-Understanding-of—the—whole—quasLion .at issue,, whe ;h“

er-Moses-did—or—did-not write the Pentateuch——This is -no-t>,~as- 

: it-ha's some-times—bs-e-n—construed- to~mean, -that h-e--left-no—writ—
i
I tea-records behind--htm,--or-th.at-in—pr-ineiple -he was not-the au­

thor of- -all—f-u-tur-e-laws-j-bu-t- rather whether he -w-rote and -pu-t-



r

_Ln.to-.iXs -present-shape -(.even_gran-ting_in±er.polatians) the said 

-PehtateuclLi -This., -L take.,, is oecoming an eminently prac-tical 

.question, -denianding- the careful, consi^dsration, n.t-least,-of- - 

-those -whom God in his -inf-in-ite -wisdom -has--put- i-n- t-rust -with- the 

Jlospel, .and. oalLed-to-the Kingdom-a-t—thi.s.-.cr.iXical hour-; for-it 

due.s„not_.take_much...OLf.-a. .prophet .to see that .this-in large, .part 

must be the vzork of the Twentieth Century. Shall it be left to 

i-rreveren-t hands-, and the spiritual interests of the kihgdom_ .. 

'jeopardized,- rather- is it- not a -law of--that same--kingd-om-that—: 

the strong must bear the infirmities of the. weak-,-and-where-more 

ieedful--than--i-n-such-a-work--of- transition? Por they must be -ver’ 

v-i-sel-y 1-ed-or very-secu-re-ly- ancho-red--who can make such -readjust- 

lent withput danger, to--faith,, inasmuch-as the. essential and the . 

lon-essential have beeome.,-through early_t.raining, prejudice_and 

issociation-, so^ iater-woven that, to out the one seems to~be.tak- 

ng- the life of the other. Again., to some scholarly few the.

'hole, subje c.t-may b-e—we 11_ trodden-ground., but., if..I .mistake__n.ot,.

it- is ever legi-timate- to attemp-t the restatement- of any xjues-tion 

whose essential principles are still ungraaped,-.and its. legitim
■ " '

mate-deduc tions s.tili open-to. question.. I-jio not. deem_myself
’ •* 

Qapa.ble, nor d,o the limits .of—this paper.a3-low.f.an..exhaustive an 

alysis^ o.f the whole subj_ect_und_eih is attempted

 



-may- be d-e-fined as giving as -thorough ajidT-e-lea-r— ar—pr^e-nta-t-i-on- 

-o.£^the_matter_-in_hand-^aa_ta-^si3^)cJ7/^'n't' jC,Qr_ an, unders_t.anding-jOLf _.

_the__poirLt.s at lS3ue^^he__que.s.ti.orL,-_J^heuefor^e.,._may_bi.e_s±aied^aa 

~-:&ol-iovr-s:~ That- the-Sc^i-ptures.»a^te^silent_a„s—t.OL__fche_au.thonship 

-Ojg—Vhe—Pe-n-tarteu^jh'*—^that—the—i-nterna'l—ev-id-e-noe—prool'a-i-ms—t-he—es- 

.^Qnt.i.al _r.eJLatJ.an.,.oX Jb.h,e_J-.at.ter_t.o_tJLO.ahua4 that .tha_.his±oj:ic.al__

-de-velopmen.t-is no-t- out-of ha-rma-ny—w-i-t-h~-such—a-v-teiv-^ Xhe—who-le- 

of ’.thich, if clearly—pro-ven,—wioulduieaessitaiLa,a re-s.tatenient,

-but-nat ,art^iraperi.ling^of< faiXiu--------- ------------- --------------------- ----  - — -

_ _ ___Nciw.,- I taka .It.,- tha_4>oint_tjCL-sat,tle-Xii:s.t—of ,all,_is

_tha,_t.as-timony.-of—the_b.ooks—themselves^ -Passing. ov.ex Gene.s.is an 

-Levi-tlcusy. for-.they—c-on,tain--no-4jj.r-ect.-s-ta-temen-t -for--or aga-inst-,- 
<
-w.a xome ta what are termed the middle books, Ex-..,. Num., .Leut.i-,--

-and—shall--take-them in tur-n.- The--muc^-di.-s-puted-passage-in-Ex^ , 

■XV-il—14, is open—to—two-i-n-t-erpre-tati-o-n-sq—i-t^-i-s-clear that--Moses 

i-S_.aither .t.o iLe.cord_in .a .hook_a history of the-attack narrated  

jji_the pr.ecading_context—or,the-dishonor-abLe. and- Godless—nature.

•oX-th.©-.attack .itse.lX%._with_J;he_punjshmant...tn_be meted..ou.t,-.prab 

-ab-la the latter-, as- w-&.-f ind-such-racnrd—in_Deu.t.^. .XXy.-.12=19 ,— 

jffhila-j.n. l^-_Sani,.,™XV:^ „we are told that..Saul. J.A.i_d-_hims,Q,l.f_,Qp.en

-to the—st-e-rn-rebuke-of-Samuel--for not- acting in-accor-dance-ther 

wi th^ Agp.in -in Ex..,,. XXlV-4-r7 we. are informed „that_h.e_CJAQs.e^)  
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..wrote in a_bQok .and .r.ead_jLQ. the .people v.. 22,-that--part. nf_the 

Sook-o£ the -Covenant” dealing with, the-judgments.,-Ex.-_XX1«XX1I1 
t

-further in .Ex...-XXXlV^7 2,7, conditJ-hna^ont-Whi-Ch .the^nnven- 

-ant -pr-oniises--are- to—be realized. In eff-ect.,- to--what-doa-s- this 

.amount? . At .jnps.t.,-that Ji.fose.a waa^ins.truc.tad th write, jiartain. 

apac-ific things, the .record .ofJwhioh_.is.-P-reservad. .TLo„aljL pf 

-which-H-. -Mer-Harma-n-ob-j ects (we take him -as -his- wor-k—is- suppos­

ed. to. be, standard to every Methodist preacher-)- or-more ac^curaf 

.ly_ repea^ts-the jobjection nf Kiel that-in.'Ex.-XVll-14—we .have, 

the. .detinita article •’r^.o^lso the translation ’!a hook;’?., is In- 

o.orrect; it should manifestly he ?the,,book" (leaving out jof con- 

sideration.’tha question .as to. the infallibility, .o-f-. the Masg'drltS' 
iyl

so—virtually the conc-lusion is drawn, that. the. definite’article 

is _pur.posely...used_to-indicate that ’Lthe book’?, is identical—with 

the- law, but the trouble, with thia.i.s.,..„if_J.t.-prjOLves anything^tt 

pro.ves too much, .for if such is- the significa-tix)n of the -defin­

ite form of the articleL.ih. must .in .all cases have-ihe same..lim-. 

iting effect, which, is-entirely, gratuitous. As-a-matter of-.fac.t 

lebrew.^ language has^no indefinite., so in many cases where-the ar 

^icle is .necessitated^the definite is used in an indefinite .

feense^ lo nake_ thia .clear__heyend_the.ehadow. ef a-doubt,._thua in 

[sa.«XXXlv-?.4:-".The—Hea-vena-shall he iLolled. together_-aa a scroll.



.( n.-OjQ.-? y "Ain we .like, sheep, Jhave gane ,asJ;ray. _Amosr:

^-19 'lAs-if-a_jnan_did ,flee f rom-a^ioa^f2 7_X— 

_that they were, prlnlied .in__a^hQQKi."-_l2)S p3jJs lt„tillnkatiLe,,,_in . 
t

IXi p-w nf .the—coniaxt J_ that,-the- aathor Jtiad—aay-^^ar-ticular—scjtciH

-shaep_jOE. J.ion_in-mind^—jOt that, lob. lang-ed„fj3r annie_partJ.CJilar 
|_hopk, JLn-Whij3h_to_haY.e__recj3rde±JiJLs_expaj-_iencas.^but.,^j3rsx3ath, 

wha-t.„one.-ohj.ac.tor_makas his_atrQng--point. another H. -Qr^een). . 

aounts but o. .I'Pay.orabLe sup.positijon," upoji„\Thi,ch_he. lays_no 

.s-tuess, ■s.o_jthat the_umio-s._are. not.al^fe J-n_nfl.t aJUzaXfi s.Q^i&g- 

Sye. to ey.e..-’!. J’assing_ ou^to .Hninbera,-Jffhe,re. w.e_ara aimply tuld_.thi 

Moses prepared the li.st_pf the__stat_ion5j._srh.ich_^ei^red as^Jialtin- 

places tar-the. Israelites between._Eg.y-pt and.-Canaan»- and vzhich-_ - 

kre specified in the _same chapter- Again., perhaps, there will 
[e .no^fltter plac.e .than,_this otunenti.oning. thaaa_instances„in

hich our-prophet. is-spQken.-OfL in_unstintad_praise ,_s. str.Qng_pre' 

umption._in favor of. .the hypo thesis-that the-j-rrlter-is as-a thirt 

.persoin.. . irhjey_Q.ccur j.n-Numb.ei:s.,„Xll-^—Ex- f/Xl-3.,-Daut._

IXXXlV-10.^We..agrae.-with.Harjnan that^the jQbJ,ect--of_the statement 

?meek," was,, in ull probability-.^ to show—that_no--one yjQ.3 fur-ther. 

from .a_revengefui-spixi.t—than_-himself ,_and-furthermore-that-th^-^ 

are_tiines when meu_oX gr.£at humility- speak ,in self vindication, 

but 1 take .it. that_ IS sailed forth„wher.e_princlplas of_public



ather than .personhl int.erest are_.at stake,, but-we. fail, to-see 

in this present Insfance instance, any-thing J.n the oeeasion. to 

necessj..tat.e. such an un,qualifie_d ^,tate.vi,enj;_by p,ne^.professLns. to 

_be so transcendently humble, -but, wfthout fingering- fur-thej*,™v/e 

j)aas on.'.to the .da.ta in,Deut. To. put it c.oncisply^ tjie qupsXipn 

in .the .main .turns„on the exact mean_ing_of the. frequent phrase., 
I if
!This law." This book^of the law, does it refer to the..Penta­

teuch, to Leut^, or simply the legislative portion, V-XXVl 

XX^lllO how d.etermined?_There .are two references -that, throw .con­

siderable I'igh Qh .the matter.. In lV-10. it_is definitely .stated 

ijo„jnean the .lagislati.ve past, "statute .and judgments.,." while in 

27-3-8 v/e are_ told tha;t_the lav; in questi.pn vfas_.to he_written 

Iplainly and in full, upon .the. pUtffte/'ecZ stonea of Mt>. fibal, which 

instructions we gather from Joshuaj-^lll.-32-/Were implicitly.-car­

ried out. This seems fairly decisive that the phrase does, not 

^ndicate the whole -law-in Pentateuch,--while, -the. fact-that it- is 
I
kli^tgi-ven in^the .third_person-w.o.uld make valid Hobb*-S criticism- 

. that "-It.*was about r-ather than-by Moses,-" or as .another f-He .is 

lawgiv-er-rather than author-" ..To. this “Harman.brings the. abjec­

tion that-such is no criterion, .and. the. proof brought, forward i,£ 

Itha't Caesar in hfsL Cornmentaries, Xenaphon in his Anabsis^and Jo­

sephus in-h-is wars, do the -same thing. Grant as much, but- that .



_£ar J'TLOm .pno.v.ing_J:hatAs .W. Ro.bjer.ts.on..Smil;h_fulljL_pjDin,ts_a;i± 
rt-

-it^wa.s^eacly- Hebr,ev^_jisag£.^.and_J.t,,sugg£L^tzs__iXs.e2£__.tjD,.me^iJi^n-™ .

t.j ci pn ti nn nf jm-hnhi ft. abj^e-c-tj^os^thad;.euBn—admi-tting- thari- 15o- 

se-s~ raighi-ha-v-e^-done. j-t undeis-glv-en. j3JLjzc4J.ms.tanc.es-y—aLsjo—tha-t-^in^-. . 

sd^ncjas.^gatdexed^haX—1-t—i.s—a widel.y—dlXf-eozen-t. thing-Xr-om—wr-i-t— 

-i-ng—a—whode—histoiiy—iJi—tke—th-ijzd paizsoji.—Again-ii—i.s obj-ected— 
ti'

that if h-e—wrote—s-oma, ^naturaJ—t£u-infar_ Jie ivrot.e__alX',__bu.t_ L, re-_ 

ply., -a-mora-J^egitlmate tnfer-enae -i-s that vzh,at_he-wrote -is pi^t ir 

contrad-iotd^nct-lsir-f-rom \vhat-he—d-id—not-wjcite-.—Xo—pr-oce-edi- ^Zhat 

is; -the -law—t-o—whiah-tJie ’iformar—pro-phet-ii-b-eans-testtmony-,—and— 

that~A7as~f-ound by- Hazekiah-620 B. G.-2—One—thing-is clear—that— 

!ifha-tave-r—1-avA-ilt ^zvas-X-s-.^a- a- compa-r-ison-of- th-a-data—given- in the 

jooks to which-reference has been.made-. wi.th De.ut shows ciearly. 

that Xhsiah’-s--re formation -based- upon.-legislation-that-C-uri-7-. 

OU sly, enough-both oharjed—in-CJon]man-,-_addejl to__whi-Ch.-ther e are not 

ffanrting—indications—that—i-t was not a long—c-ode-,-J<ings-25 

3ompar-ed~wf-th lFehemiah,?!^'2^18_whjere the. levLltf cal-J.aw. waa_rea4i, — . 

,vh"i-l-e-■2-12-wo-ul-d plainl-y—C-t^-a-s-Xsrael did. unto-the, land. of_their_ 

possession."J_.-imply_that. .it_.or.igina.t.ed .a.ftsr thA_.c^QUllusst__^f__Can“ 
h

aa-n-f-hut to--specify-,—the ■corr-es-/5ond-ene-e-i-n-data- to-which—artt-en- 

ti-on*-hae~ been gone- cenimand-ed—the- abo-l-i-t-ion- o-f~h-igh-places y—d-e-— 

stjnnjtion pf idolatry^ suppressionof soothsayers, but, most im-

I z



■portant- of--all, centralization -of.■-wor.ship,~,while- the-style_of_.. 

-both--is marked- -by—a-str-ik-ing-similari ty-^ - -In~view-~of-all-,. then 

-the--conclus-ion-is forced-upon-us.-that- the Former -E^aphfita.,.-lhe 

-M-i-ddle Books' and the-Penta-teuch-i-tself-are silen-t--as-bo-i-ts-au­

thorship.___Furthermore- in this-conelusi-on-we_have-not. failed. t(

take into* consrd-eration-the plea -as-to-it-S’-un-it-y-r --To-again-—- 

quote ^Harman’, ^-There is a-unity- of-plan pervading- the. whole-Ben- 

tateuch-, which shows that -it is- the work-of- one-mind-r-but-we- set 

nothing-in th-e illus-trations-he-adduces -to—necessitate--it-be-ing- 

th6 wo-rk .of any one mind. This„onl.y. nejeuds-to be_clearly^sjtated 

to "be at once- -seen.- Unity of- plan -is one-t-hingr-onl-y-demanding 

a judicious choice, froc^i-and—us-e.of.-suff.tcient material^-while- 

'essential unity- (-that’alone -would-mark—i-t—as-the-product of 

nind) requires-subs-tantiall'y, phi-loLogical^- li-ter-ary and--his-tor- 

ical consistency. That the-.Pentateuch J..a an example of-the—f irst 

jritics nowhere deny; that—it -is-not-the s-econd,_theyL.moet. ems- 

3ha-tically affirm.. -—---------------- - —------ — ------------------I But what it--may—ver-y—naturalXy-be inquired-of the-lat-

er booka,--Ez..,-Nehemlah-and.-Chr-on. .j:_reply that as clearly 4'5-' 

the others- d-iscr-ed-it-,- these- credit -Moses with, the author.ship„of 

'this- same Pentateuch-,-but, at the same-time-, -and—j-us-t—arS unmis­

takably, -the-y—bear--evidence, no-t-only—to--being--one-work- (Ezr-a-



and- -Nehemiah—beg'i-n- e-xao-V^-y-at -the—pojz-nJ; where ChronicXe^—encL,— .

e-, ,--th^-closing- sexjti-on- of~th£--lat-ter_Xormsu-tha_op.ejnJ.ng^;7e.i> 

3^,s_j3f._Ezr^X,._bJ2t^-_^s_the^JiiaJiai:icjal.jia.ta ^jo.cXaj.ms^„-alscL.jDf_-lat

^ate^_-Driy.er—pu±s_it. ^32, B.. G...,. so- Lt ..can„bje-easily—s.een_thal . 

Lt is. mor^ _than.l-ikely-WJ5-ha5te-i’-a—rtaflecLlon-of .the. religious-----

.l£Laa-ojf_,the time—when.-wr.lt-fcen.,iL_r.a±her—_than_hi.story. prziperr* 

^he-t-radi-t-lo-nrUihus—embodied.--is in all pro-babil-i-ty—to -be—trae-ed-- 

ack--to--the~Talmud. - -’’-That- wonde-rful-4ac-cord-i-ng—to-Mi-llman-)--m0n-

.. -i.1 —----------- II-----------------
iment of human industry, human wisdom and human folly-. In esti- 

] ia-ting-its authority in this- ins.tance_i.t-is.^well—to.-.'remember - 

ihat-i-t—furthe-r affirms- tha-t--Samuel-and—Ezra—wrote—thei-r-own- - - 

xooks and David the-Esalms. -If- it. can be so wide of the marie

-n—th-ese—-ins-tances,■—-i-t - is--rlo-t--the par-t-of wisdom -to- trust—It-too

.mpl-icitly iu-others- -------- ----------------- ------ —------- — — -

~ Before we pass.-on__t.CL tha_tes.timony-_.of_tha New-^T-es-tamen

t is«necessary to indixiate( .f.Qr__spaGe_-d-oes^o_t_4).ermlt__any__leng.t: 

:onsiderationr of the- nature~of—the-e-videncs-that-dnlves-ine-vlta-  

bly—to_ the conclusion, that .the Pentateuch is a compil,ati.QQ„QX.5i9 

.terial .gathered_.fr.om, differ.ent_s.our.c_e.SL>_a_£act that _of itself  

would _not invalidate- the~claim—that-Moees-was—the--final ed-i-to-i> 

but when-w-e-further-find-that .the,stor,y which, is. put. together.



^froiru -the^se- differen-t. saurces „extehda. from -the.-cjxeation—to-.the
I from
.^ttXeraent.*in .Canaan^ such -a .v.iew.hecome-s^n-impoussihlli-ty-.^— Th^ 

msrin- -facts-^^didiicredi -in—evidence- -that matardaXs—were-gathered- fror 

sai-d. diX£er.en-t- aourc-es--f-or_thi-s -purposeu, and_ that-Xhey—ittene-usec

i-n—the- compilEutian-od-Xoahua.,(^he™e-videnc.e- to- Miich-r.ef.eren.ce-----

las-b-een made^ juay-be s.tated. .as.-f ollaws;.Jhe_use , of the dX-icine 

lames, the dupXication-of—narratives-, and,. not~-only- duplications 

3Ut contrad-ic-tory -v-er-sions of- the same event-S, toge-ther with- 

nar-ked differences-±n-e-tyle and eonceptioi[irllt..d.o,es„ no.t.,_I -take. 
>

i-t, need an expert_t-o~appre.ciate -the forae of ..these -obj-ectdons 

!(-that’ i-s “■i-n-the--main), for- apa-rt-from-aXl-nice-diatinctions— 

(-which- may be left to the-scholars. _tjo_ SLe..t,tXe).„le.t. any rssdex Qf .. 

ordinary intel-ligencepi-ck-©ut -the different accounts-of—say™the 
flood and the e-tery -of—Abraham—according -to the-documents-style .

-respectively-^ Make abstracts_jDf„ .th.e._saine.,..lay„.them .side 
ff

>y:_eide,—seeking,-as the Prayer.-Book--sa.y-s.y-to-read, mark-learn 

and-d-nwardly-di^s-t- Jf J misfake-.ncLfe.,^-he._wiXl_-find_ this pxo-^ 

eees wonderfully sugges.tive and enlightening,. whlle._a .s.imiXar 

method, applied._t.O„JQShua (Jp.rep^r^d; to. b.^i-^ve fro% the jja-r-
I

tial -study that. I^hav.e-.been-able-to. .givn. it) would-be„.equally. , 

Instr-uc-tiv-e... Lt..is -in .point hern to_men.tLo.n an objec-tion -that 

so-Often noirtes-in, and_is.,pr.e judicial-f o n.n..impaE-tial. estimate.

I



of what Is involved^ „§rxd. that As,_jn_5ub£Ltance_,_ that-the. real 

ilXficulty in accepting ±ha-.unity—o£_ J;he_£entateuch-. in-J-ts-J.as.t. 

inaly.sd.a, arjse.s _fr.om the desixPUlX Ahe_.Gri-Uj:5-Ao-Tul.e-. 

j.upeKna.turaL^------Now-,, as a matter-oX—fac-t,—Lt—is—nat. the-miracles

Jiat oc,casiQn, the„great„d4ft-iculty; any reverent soul, critic  

(E-Other-ffise,. can stand_wi.th„.hoi7ed_hjeaa_-in theL-presenca _oX_my.B=_. 

f.eili^§_XaT_Jieypnd_.hijs grasp, with_a..deepening—cnaaciousneaa-aX .

;he—gulf.-be-tween, the limitations_oX the—finite,-and the. possi- 

>i-l-i-t-ies-Gf-the-ninfinite-y and with a bumiiity--bom,—shalJ—I- say, 

tf-high -ideals-,-hav-e- a-painful /;onsciousness-oX--the_magnitude-of 

thoae^-samaJLimitationa; hut„ihis_is_a-wide-ly-different thing 

&rom.-difficulties-that, meet him JLn,Jthe-iiealm-OLf fact--div,erse_ . 

Statements which are not necessarily beyond, but, rather,~con- 

fcrary to his reason. Thus-Jboth .accounts of. the, fLood,. as-ihey.  

st and-y-c a nn ct^bs—c o r r e c t, for intone we are tnld-it lasted-ex-

^tly 365 day-s.,.-the other 
(9

-the—f-1-00d—to—the- cal 1- of

, 101, -10 be—literal, the time .from.

Abraham-.was. 365—yaars.,—withln_whlnh..tir &

we are-a&ked- to—believe that-the .might^civilizations-.of -thecas 

grew up and .flourished., .and,. furthermore, as. Dr,_ MitchelJL
z

-specifically -pointed out-in^xlassT-_the. difficulty in questioh .

seen-by--the-writer-s--of the Septuigen^t who-evidently tried, t 

mend -i-t by adding 100 years to. theag-e_of- each, of the patriarch

 

3



at the of the first born,
_ *-

but this, unfortunately,‘brings

4brahanils—date after the Exodus,, which,--to .say--the-least, makes 

a,somewhat, jjerplexing. situation, and here. I .wUl-so far antici-.

pate as to add that if Christ’s omniscience-be--insisted oh .it 

is-well to bear in mind that he quoted from. the. said Sep.tuigent. 

Ire -we -to understand that he indorsed its errors? But, -to -re­

turn,- it is-pertinent in this connection- to Inquire-if -the devel 

opment-o-f Israel’s-history, as--Inferred from .the--Scripture_^rec- . 

ord-, -witnesses for or- against-the -validity-of-ouii hypothesis? 

Here, it is wisdom to tread softly, for the great .danger .is..that 

in-the lnteres.ts^of..-tracing out some fancied theory of dev.elopr

that, ever

If striking, come under the category of what some one -has not- iri •

It is so-aptly termed "the -brilliant--things-that are not--so."-

fascinating to .certain

to hav.e unfolded,._and_then)-. fp.r.thwith.to vdiich. history-ought

ment from insufficient data-, to make .generalizations,

minds to think, out some scheme, according

make the-.evidence he nd that .way.; but,_.understandlng„the danger., 

we still hold—(.though .space does not p.ermit-more than an indica- 

t?61i of the grounds, of suQh belief) that the nature of the_ codeh
•* 

distinctions- in- the—pries-thood^- the doctrine—of. the -prophet .

In-TBgard to this J.at.ter-point. It. may be-asked .that if the law



was- so—d-jfvi-ne-l’y—give^t--t0—Moses, the penal-ty—of—transgr-easwu-so

-fui-ly-set-^fp.rth-y vzhy--the~s-r-eat~p-rophets. of the eigh-th-c^ntury^-

^3..^..___{-e5ic.eii-gpan.t-ing-. it was ths tr—func-tion—t-cu-empha s i za the- ethi.“

-caLy~and~that—they- denounced--rather—the—ahusa—ef -the -law than- 

-the- -law- -l-te elf)-4Ud^o.t.,_-irL-5d. e-at-e f. i t s„dlyJLiieL_orAgln.,„aiLJ^  s.t 

-define -the-linii4;s-.of—the^etter^ao-tha.t. none_c.Q3il<L_b^,ef t in, 

-doub-t-as—to_i-ts.-exac,t_ place.-in the_ec.onomyLJDX-giLace.,. xather 

-_to—so-unsparingly-condemn-alJ—,sacr-ific-a.—I-t. is..har-d .tcl see, tc

say the least, why the said law should have been given with so

much minute detail—if-its—right observance was not-to—h.e_insisl

Bd-on,--vhile it.-ris-perfectly-easy--to—understand-how,, as—a-latei 

-development, it was possible for it to -help keep—intact the-gr-( 

ytruths*- Whi-<3h--’the“pr©phetsr-proclaim-£-€^— ------ --------—■  --------   - —

— We -now--come-.to—a-csns-^ideration of the, teaching_,Qf th( 

at

-^lew-Testdme^t,-gr-ound~on--whfch. it fedhO'Vfe'^s all to tread_r.ex- -

- erently and- consi-d.er^-ths._puestion-whether., because Ghris.t__anjL_,
it it

,hi s -ap0 s11 e s, as-Harman—puts—It-,- as sume c e r.tain things,_that __

thi's' should'-vlrtually forecl-ose—the~who-le—matter;—that .any—oth 

vi-ew—amounts—to—-an—absurdi-t-y. John=5-~46 Jko —Maxkr ——

r

-Luke-L6-3;-,~Luke_--24-~and-44,-Acts«28 and 23, -2Cor^_-3jrJ.5„._^CLW_

in- the-f-i-rst—place—I-obj-ect. to-the-wsrd—’lassumeJ’—on-account ..of



Lts .ambigui.ty^ By .some It «’tlL ba cons.tr.ued t.o. mean tha.t Jie. ax- 

pre-ssly taught-; -by-o-tha-r-s that.-he mepely--ref-rained-from correat- 

ing. -vTo llf-t it out of the realm of conjecture, I prefer -to-say 

le let pass unchallenged, which is the most that can be legiti-

^at.ely inferred^ Bht, aside from jfchia^. it .seems, to .me cl.early 

.-pparent that, the whole trouble grows out of an old diffic.uUjy: 

friz., -inabili-ty_ to. ^conceive, of Divinity apart front omniscience;.. 

th4a-in-early-days led. to the abnormal-concaption of-Christ foun 

i-n -the- apoch-ry-phal Gospel -of Luke/to -the -errors -of Loce-tism,- 
r

I
nd--that -form of- Gnosticism, -which the Epistle of the Col., was 

rit-ten to refute^- It- cast terror into the heart of the church 

hen -Galileo espoused the hypothesis -of -Copernicus concerning 

he earth’-s rotation. The Holy Offic-eCilieo-ided-lt-was contrary 

o- the--Scri-p-tures, and-it- is safe- to say that if the-moraX cour­

ge of that briaiiant-mathematician had be-en equal to his criti­

cal acumen w.ould-ha.ve' landed liim...at the stake, rather than pro- 

cribe the offensive-wri tiJig-s, That the incarnation, meant a verl 

real limitation -we. have .abundant hints;, thus, we read .that. Christ 

id-fd^-aside-liis glory "that it behoved! him to bnmade like unto 

his brethren;" "that he. grew in wisdom and .knowledge; "-."that he 

was t_enjpteji in ajl pointe .as. we are," while..the .whoie Gospel



history never intimates, that, he .obtained knowledge.in any_o.ther 
£). id )■'
than—the -natural-way*- - The questi.on_lier.e_.presjents .itself -how

i

h-e could 'grow -in'-any- re-a-l- sense unl&ss -he—shared-in-ihe. -limiiar- 

tions of human llfe-j-’-How say^-tempted--i-n-a-l-l—poin-bs-,—when he -wa 

exemp-teii-f-rom that whole range_of. temptation .which omniscienca- 

"i-mpli-es^, -thus--for-him there-cou-ld--be--no-pai-n-ar-ising from dis— 

-appGintment|^ -no-sorrow- f-rom-misplaced fr-iend-ship-,-no d^scourag ■ 

ment from-vineagr-o-results-, no -bitterness through—mi-sunderstandin , 

-no-spur to earthly~ambi-ti-on- through temporary-succe-ssr--How muc i 

difficulty we escapey and how -much- help we -get-~froiTi-.-suppo3ing_ . 

i-t was--a-real-growth from the perfecti.on_oX. untried, flhUdhood 

.to the p.erf ec4;Xon_ pf_tested manhood- _Again it ls_ thinka’^.e to_ 

^aay that if he knew in this instance he purposely refrainad frc ji

opening, .a-question that..would, have .diverted the minds -of...the .

Jaws (unless-.a-miracle worked), from the.main .purpose of hisjjiir- 

is.try,_that_„this principle entered into, his calc.ulation. is_very
I

„Q.lear_; thus,, .J.ohn_-lg.-12 "I have .many_t.hings_ to .gay unto .you, 

-but -you-c-anno-t- bear--th-em now-; also I£ark-'^.^^ -33- "As- th-ey—were 

able to hear." know the -objection-i-a--raised thaUsuch-lan^* 

guage is ab-surd on the--supposili-onx tHarman) that the. Peniaieucl* 

“wa'S “Written ages -a-f-ter Moses-, but- it -strikes -me the absurdity

only arises from a- misconception- of. what is involved. If._the



choice is-as-he puts It, .be.tw-aen. Mosaic^ authorship, and pure_in-

I
i(

en^tion,-his objection would have force, .but that, .is an as sump-.

;i-on‘ that-reverent- criticism with-,-ahal 1-1 -say-unparalleled 

:race, is constantly .combating.-. To invent _a .law is .one, thing.,

1
0-make,- under the divine-guidance-, a new--applica-ti-on-cf-an old 

rinciple is another,, and, jnoreov.er, it .is not que.stioned_that 

n such an application there--is danger, for alas the instrument 

is not always -p,erfect- , In this case -the danger was -realized to 

the full, of which-fact Pharisaism is. the. standing trutlr, but 

the Master, with divine insight'^ ever-made-the-wi^e -discrimina­

tion, on the one-hand fulfilling the law, on the other meting 

out--scathing denunciations to those-Who- taught .for doctrines.

the ’•traditions of men..” Let the .Christian teachers of .today 

see to it that they do. not merit,-a similar rebuke,. 
»

In the iight ojf these .facts, does it not. behoov.e e-V- 
at least

ery Christian to, suspend his judgment, rememhering that if,, as 
V

has been said, "it_is rash to say_ Christ_did not know., it ib. 

equally so to affirm, th&t _he_must_ha_Ye known, .and thuj?. jp.rohib- 

it- all inquiry for those who for e-vil jor. for-_gaod .combine rev.er- 

ent Xaith with the critical faculty.. Inhere must of necess.ity 

be different interpretations of the-t-ruth-until the coming.of 

that golden age. when we -shall.-hame .arrived .at one. so self.-.evi-



v^in delusipji. that only thus grace can ab.Q.und _Q.ur_ eyes _in the

-The- -t-rua- way i s

•own—hear-ts-tionings—of- ^ur

-If—then -the-Pentateuch make-s-no -claim- to- Mosa-i-c-autht

-sh-ipr- if -th^ combined-internal .ev-idence. shall—ultimat.ely„drj.ve 

^-cal-de-velopment--manifes-tly supports—the-co-nGlusLon-y—if—the—tee 3h- 

_iiigs. of_the,.Navi.Testament cannoj; be .strained to^si-V.a_th^final.

deiCEft tlia^ th^_Ch_r^stian consciousness bows before it. and_to_ thi^ 

to -seek- to convince,—not—ta.siLence, the_ques-.

-endI. take_i.t,_we should-each labor, .hand, in hand.,_and_no-t_shi t 

-to--the conclusion that--it-could not so--have d-o-ne, -if- the-h-i-stoi 

verdic-ty what-shall~-he"-th-e- a-ttitude -of--the- Chris-tian teacher?— 

-Shut his eyes to all treason.,., and. dogmatically .affirci. tjiat, Its .

inspiration--res-ts on its unity; therefore, at all hazards,- its 

-anlt-y-must-be-aff-i-rmed. What -surer- way of-proclalming—th.e-J.a±dnt 

-doubt. Real fai-tKhas- no such-cowardly-fear-, fer deep down.th^re 

has- be-en- a realdzation-6-f the -transforming power of divine.

-gra-c®/- No, ther-e-can—only—-be—danger—to-thx3se-Who have .rested

-on-the—acciden-tal-ra-ther-than the essential. It is now neces­

sary to inquire—thal if the conclusions, .that ..we_ha.ve_amiv_ed„

—at are va-l-idv-willr-they--necessarily--imperil -the f-oundati-ons—of

-our.-faithr--or_merely, necessitate-a—re.-.statement, and, .if_Ao, 

along'what-linee?—I-^Feply-simplyr restatement -along-histardea



a-nd- evidential.-lines. In regard to. the first., instead /)f begir -

Ring with the law in its we. must begin..with

-“Mosai-sm, pure and simple-, -of which- the—pr-ophet-s were -the -great

-exponents, ^rif-.hr-pr-r i-i ng i fc^,. i n-t.ftr-prp.ting_l-ts principles-SQ. .effe 1

ually that- tts-religion was savedr-from—the-fate—of—Semetic neli?

ions in common, while__J.udaism .came in to insure^ it^ p„Q.rmapency.

Tn r.egard to the second, if inspiration .cannot he prov.ed by the 

(“infallibility of the subj-ect-and-- the inerrancy of- the book, it 

-can-be -proved more effectually-by -the--nature--of-the-.-truths ther 

-embodied^ combined with the manner-of-tkei-r-pre-s-entationi ~ .

Again if-the study, of comparative religions leads- to-a-dearer 

(-realization of the-fac-t -that-r--as-Dr. -E-.-Warren says,-in--sub-

-stanc-e5-“"t-hat ali the' Ethnic- religions have--a plao-e and--a-signi- 

ficahce -in t-h-e -divine -plan^ in othernwo-rd&, -God- did -not—"-exhaust 
h

himself on Judaisnj, Was--Israel any. the-loss the chosen nation, 

because,, ins-tead. of -insiding on the arbitrary nature of -the 

choice (.which to-many has been^a .stumbling, block) , we. say that 

l.t^grevr naturally__out.of_the_ fact.that in, truth the star_ti.ng
I

point was made-where it was, because-among- the-childr.en of SKem 

•God found a soul responsive to his will? Is it not thinkable'^" 

also tha.t .the. law is .just .as divine as. the development: ofdiOr-. 

saism, a-s- if given-in-.ite entirety in the-wilde-rness, -while it



-- »
.

thus rnhhfiri .of those obj.ec.tionable_Xea.tJires .which the_Baep-z 

t-ic-waa-wont-t-o-parade, huh of-which-wea.pons_thje_higher-cri-ti-.. 

Li.sm. ULQgi.. efte.QtualXx. de.p.ri.v_es_hira.._ Qan .we jiot. further_aeje-. 

that-If the prophesy-is largely_ahorn .of. ±he purely predialiy.e 

.-ts--ethicah-nature-is a diviner-sea3„,to_i-ts-truth,-Xha.t, .the di- 

i:inlty .of ,our_Lord is jiat .impaired if x.q aE.e_dr_iyen_tj?_lay. morB.

kress-on the miracLe of-hi a -life -than. the. miracles Qf..his_j3iin

auparnatural,- for

.Again is it nQh_cl.eaial^h are contrary to a xomplete-.inductioru.

Shat .Christ _i_s_.just .as truly .the..Kes.siah,_Xf__the..fac.t. were^gradu-

unfolded., .rather__than-preached full-hlpwn in-.an_.age_tha-t-coi Ld 

i.try; not, necessarily^ _to.-gje.t-.rid of tha 

lot have understood-it?- -But -just -a-t- -thi-s point ■ there-is—ona  

l-anger- of which we need to bewareand that -is .that we do not 

‘all into J:he. jcoramor error .of. .thinking, that, broadening-the IIosk.

I
 el means br-oadening-the-way int-o--the-kingdom.. Nay, it raus-t—for- 

v.er-s.tand .writ.ten.-tha.t ".wi.thout_holiness no man shall ae.e the 

ord.". -Let it never-he lost sight jof—that the broadening.,—in.- 

ue-stion-, consists--in giving every^soul struggling toAvar-ds—the — 

.ight an equal .chance to vzallcthe narrow -way,-rather than e.nlarg^ 

Ing- -it one--iota.- -To -quote the words of that grand and-nobla-.^ 

^aint--of God,~-the~l-a-te-W-,--Robertson-Smith, -"Those whose faith, - 

is—fir-mly fixed on—the-things that cannot be-moved—will not-doub



(that eveny. new ad.y-anc.e-_iiL3ihli.caL_s.tu.dy m.us-t^_in„ihe jend,_-mak€ 

bo(H-S“great scheme- o-f grace appear- in ^ull-e-r-and -greater -glory.-" 

lLn_vi.ew-O-f-the whole, suhj.ect, my conteption-resolves- i-tself-in- 

to- this.;- -^That- sin-.can he shown ta be-.Jnst .as—real.,—Christ, j-uat

IS divi-nei 'redemp-t-i-on—j-ttst-as—necessary, inspiretlon-^us-t~as-sei: 

^vid-ent^, faith-just as-essential,^ obedience. Just, as obligatory,

: eaven just as sure to the saint, and punishment.J.ust. as. .ineyi- 

abl-e- to the sinner, whether Mo-ses wrote..-the—Pentateuch-or .whe th- 

[j*k—jj-'t—-waS“—”a "“fo-rgery- o-f- the —exxlG”-^not—at—►all'"”——whether—it—was 

;he“outgrowth-o-f-“Mosaism, —----- ------------ ---- -------------- -  -

In-conclus-i-on-Iben- the pr-actical- thing- to-bear—in-mind 
* •/

s-that it is not what-we..knaw-oX- a_tr.utlL^_hu.t o.ur at.ti.tude_tto.w-

, rds- it; that-is-the .all-important th-ing-- Ar-a.-vze -seeking-re-v-. - - 

r entl-y -earne-s-tly-r -wi th the- .consecratad--powera- .of_our.- whole._he.- 

[ng“, to- experienceI^'^the fuH—G-o'd’s-sa-ving-grace , -to.-understand.

iis written word,' -to--advance- in -every possible way the inter— 

i-sts-of his kingdom-,-rememb-ering-that-the—Christian-rainlster--

'S called,- not only—to-preach,-teach-,-shepherd, but to.- thii^

'or others;. .tha.t,_he_must--permit _mei_a__cLosLng_.illustra.tion..

- 1 r-emember—reading somewhere, that, in a-certain-churjQh-.

Ln-a certain—European—city, they tiav-e a.wonderful chime .oiUbells 

the music of-.which—is so -ineffably sweet—that .It has. J.nsur.ed her



is—thus-robbed of those„obj«e,.c.tiQnable features which the,.sc.ep- 
4^

t-ic -was^w-ont to .parade, but of which--weapons_th_e_higher-jcri.ti-r^. 
f*

;_i.sm_roQ,st_.effep_tiialXy deprives hinu. Can we not. furjfcher_aeB_ 

thaf-iX the prophesy—is largely shorn of the purely predicative 

.-ts-ethical -nature-is—a -divi-ner-seaL-.to—i.ta truth,.-Xhat the .di-— 

lini.ty jof. our Lord is not impaired if are_.dr_iy_eA_-t.ci_lay nvjr_e. 

stress- on ~th&-miracle of -his life than, the mirajcles .o.f his._min“ , 

a try 4. no.t., .necessarily, to get rid of the supernatural, for-’

(
ofh are. contrary-.to a complete -induction. _ Again is it not..cleai 

hat ChrisX is just as txr^ly, .th.fi-Messiah.,_if -the. fact were gradu- 
tliat

ally unfolded., jrathef than preached fulls-bfown in_an~age-that coi 
I

lot have--und-er-stood -i-t? But just at -this point'there is-one 

ianger of which we need to beware^-and that-le that we do not

I
 all into _the common err.or_of„_thinking.-that_br.oad.ening„.the-doa- 

el means broadening the way into the kingdom.^ Nay, i-t mus-t- for^ 

ver stand written that "without-holiness no man shall .sea-hhe. 

ord." Let--it--never-he lost sight of-ithat. the broadening.,, .in. 

uestion, consists hn -gi-ving every soul struggling towards—the 

.ight an..equal-chance_to_vzalk. the narrow way, .ra.ther than fthlarg- 

ing it one iota. To quote the- words- of that grand and-nobla._  

jaint of Gody the-late W. Robertson Smith, -"-Those whos-e-fai-th - 

Ls firmly fixed on the-things that- cannot-he--moved—will-no-t-doub



fame to this same. ci±y(so ran the.-s.tory-X_can.e.a touri&t.-who-was 

-so ’enraptured by -the-daUsi-p tha-t-he -sought and-ob-ta-tned--permi-s- - •

s-ion to vi-si t--the* belfry of the-church,-as he would -fai-n- see -th ►

mu-sician; he- achieved his ob-ject,--but -the-necessary noise was - 

-so-dea-fening -that—he- was -puzzled- at -first to-^tnderstand how any L 

—one- could -remain and -not he_dtatrac-ted hy it..; but-he-further no ■ 

ticed that he-w-hose business it-was to-ring the beautiful chime i

appeared all undesturbed* Wha-t was the secret? -Simply-,, that 

-his hand was the -trained hand -of a master; .c onsejiuently he. Xn.ev^ 

.-j-ust when and where-to-strike-i So_the__Chr.i.atiarL teacher must.

-s-tand- today amid the. this'age oX-Our_s.^ scXenr 

~tlfi’C','“ the'bl’Ogical’j sociolog-ic-al-and -pol-itical, w-ith--a fa-ith -scj

..real, a will, so -in_harmony with God, .a heart._so-attuned-to pra:

that he shall ever-be able, amid all the nece-sshry discord, to

dis-tingu-ish- the true from the-false-,—so that with no uncer-tain.

sound he can proclaim the -great eternal truths of God. d?hen, --

- indeedover—the-world, with—-its—sin-and. i-ts sorrow, into—,the„_ 

- busy marts--of—the city, into-the.-tenement houses_tha_t _hide__sp_

much^Q^f-grinding-poverty and -bitter--struggle., into the .ho'mes ai

^the^rich and the--car-eless-, ahj even into the„dena„whece.. v_ice

^olds its hateful carnival—there shal-l -r-ing forth-a -soufed-as 

pure and sweet-as wh-en, -in the early dawn of-creation, -"-the



r
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Inorn-ing s-tars sang togeth-er-^-or--as we l-earn-from-the-gracious

yords of-the~third evangelist as-divine-as that, o.ther_-song_,-------
iiS-*

yhich- floated -over- the Judean hills--in- t,ha -silen^f and -star-light

leauty of an Eastern-night, proclaiming-"Peace on earth and-good 

r-i-1-1 ^towards men,"- while gazing--upward with-©nr-ap-tured -wender

 phere-a-l-itile band--of shepherds^-------- - --------------------- -  -

Charle-s-Wesley voiced- the -l.onging--of-ever- devoieti sold

ler -of the cross-, when he-wrote - - - - — - -

"Oh -that each -in the day o-f-his-coming- - 

may—say,~ -----------------------------

- - "I have foughi my-way-through. ------------------

. . I have finished the. work, thou didst give  

me- to dot"- - -

Oh tha-t each ^rom-hi,s Lord may re-ceivc-the-glad word

"Wel-1 and faithfully-do-ne-S - - -----------

Enter into my joys and sit down on
u_-. Cfmy .throne.. ------ -------------


