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INFLUENCES THAT MADE JASON LEE \
A peper read at the Annual |
b Meeting of the New England
Methodist Historical Society
by John K. Montgomery. Jan. 15, 1934

Vermont was 2 wilderness with scattered sett.lmontn of
pioneers, waendering Indien tribes and ocecesional treppers, both
French and English, when the lagt quarter of the 18th Century dawned.
On the westward side of the Green lMountains were as many as 700
persons and on the eastward slope, fewere. :

Into such & wilderness Daniel and Sarah Lee with their
nine children moved in 1791; having left the more settled part of
Connecticut for the sparsely settled wilderness near what is now
Pittsford, Vermont on & site selected by Mr. Lee during an exploration
trip into the region at least five years previouse. During the residence
here, four more children were born in the Lee home. Whether there was
dissatisfaction with the new horne; whether the moving blood of the
Lees craved action end adventure; or whether there was desire %o be
with other Connecticut families who were now settling in the virgin
territ ory which later became Orleems County, Vermont we do not know
but that for some reason the family moved there is ample evidence for
household equipment was loaded and the pioneers moved across the
Green Mounteains, trevelled east and northward and founded & new home
in the north leske country. The mere incident of the establishment of
the internationsl boundary between Canada and the United States placed
the home built in the new clearing on Cenadian territory. A few years
of sojourn in this "betterment™ as the clearing was called, sufficed the
family =nd agein & new location is sought, this time further inland and
a new portion of Cemadien forest is claimed for civiliszation. In this

new clearing, near what is now Stangtead, Province Quebec, Jason Lee
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Consider this fact. Lu,wu, _bui; th_re_e_v_ Jears ql}; v_d_;_ga the
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s along tho eaast whcre during tho tvo hundred Joare of
+ somn of e recinanants ad slogueias® of 141s 2ad vosn
| but in the wilderness of the north coustry at Craftsbury,

‘nnt a few milcs seuth at Stanr&oad. Lee was only fourteag years

g Or, consider again ;ﬁhg _educational ambitions of thme
\ y folkh It is tm@. ’Ghat th,air odueational faeilitios at
:;égrimtin. JLeq went fo school 1;3 8 log cabin or log barn
%lu of th.o ysar in two throe month tem- : He at'adied

&ing vritins and arithmtio. : Hia graundinq in then

’  have been sound or his latgnt capacities great for his
Mﬂhﬂg Academy indicates tha’s Lee was & utudont of no
%w» s s e

. ;!ut oux mcultnred uttlors were not caghnt with thoso
35

k:w; advamtagu. An ,&oadm was femdgd 2t stamtped

i!ﬂ;&ﬁ@_!%:or Lee later teught in the school, the bricks of
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what the settlers in Derby, Vi. did with cattle which hed
m in redemption of pledges made for the building of Derby
M in this menner cash was secured for the building enferprise.
. We have to go. to Browington, V&. for the most heroic tale
his passion for schools. - Browington borders on the territory .
he first Lee Detterment was located. Here we come across
W stubborn Alexander Twilight. He came as principel
1. school but.sensed the need of a greater. The challenge of
ngry youths was his inspiration end & plodding old ox was -
on in toil but these plus his will were sufficient for the
. From the hills he querried the native stone and leying the gramite
g, tier wpon tier he built his "Athemien Hall", & structure four
h, sixty feet long, forty feet wide, equipped for the various
dow of this "old stone house" as the M‘mfitz;m locally
, tekes in the sweep of the beeuty of the north country and no one
elk through its hulls but fesl the spirit of the past, s spirit of
ger. for culture and feith snough o answer the hunger. From this
1 in 1839 a class of 57 young men were graduated, &ll of whom
shiléren of these pioneers and meny of whom were friends of
m Lee, undoubtedly. In after years & history of the class was
en but unfortunately & large number of the class had been lost to
_knowledge but of the number who could be found we find 5
awyers, 2 doctors, 2 judges, several legislators end many
record of which eny institution might well be proud
oielly so if the material was sons of "uncultured ploneers.
ntact with such men and women meant to the yowg orphen we cen .
ut it is within reason o believe thet their influence .
 the direction of integrity, action and inspiration was large.
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Let us turn to the physicel envircnment in which Lee lived
| ses the influence of such environment upon him. Here we find
e fold contribution - the stremgth of the hills; the cuming of
1'«# life; end the appreciation of besutye. '

The strength of the hills wes Lee's. Those early wintere
Im.teriaed ag "winter nine months of the yeers ond late foll
 three.” Life to endure in such weather had to be rugged

ms. The cabin in which Lee was born nestled among greati

‘as recompense. Around the field in which the log cabin stood
‘$hose typical New Bugland stone hedges, en evidence of the
icountered by the settler before the cleered land could
lable and a monument to his industry and teil by which the

| were overcoms., Is it any wonder that under sueh physical
mhﬁ grew into a man six feet three inches t&ll, well

1 proportioned, weighing more than two hundred pounds,

f,:‘F blue eyes showing forth an inner cleanness and

Mm: not oniy gave him health but taught him

end mdmm'n ax which adorn the north
hear M'a home to these early setters
o qui e& tncarn an existence in those early
of hi; teens, Jason Lee writes that
W&i uma money to provide for sll my

y crad JQ& win. ‘became an expert judge of
;i‘ﬁh the ax and before his majority



"—('It'-‘li,l said that he could chop a cord of rock maple in
‘“.a.‘.?fp.at requiring not erily strength and skill but a
ding of wood as well., When Lee went $o Oregm he
well prepared by this forest discipline for his mew
ntw tasks were not unlike the old tasks, both forest

nded the same knowledge, cunning and skill. It is

@ mission then ves this lad from the morth country.
| -,'Gyrr&ilin_g out of his contacts with nature ceme slso a yery
ciation. ef beauty. Over and over agein in his diary he refers
of the Oregon country. The Rocky Mountains with their
thi cateracts of the Columbia River, thae- sweeping plains
Qem attention. Whence aam'this appreciation? I
sug gest thet it came out of his fellowship with the
&mo in his native woods, a beauty which is yet {0 be
Mﬂh country though virgin forests are gone and second
poor second to that primeval glory. Whether it be in the
¢ Nl of the springtime, clothing the bare branches of winter
sheen; or in the deep blue sky of summer mirrored in the
ers of a score of lakes, sunken water pools surrounded by
183 or in the beautiful tapestry of fall when the hillsides
us carpet; or in the winter time where in the deep woods
nd the hemlock and the fir are weighted down with canopies
o silence makes the voice of the soul to sound like thunder;
in that north country which only the native to the hills
 can appreciate and in their love elaim for it an wiqueness,
&r n | of beauty speak to this growing lad a myriad language as he
i m th 187 How it must have "disturbed him with the joy of

s, a sense sublimei” It has so disturbed strong men sinces
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Back of the little clearing where Lee was born is a low
d celled "Dufferin Heights", th§ highest point for some
the Canadisn Side of the border. From the brow of this hill
l | of courpe, one can see a horizon three hundred miles in
9, taking in lakes and feregts, movntain ranges and valleys,
rivers, fields and villages. A hundred yeers ago this
lad in tall hemlock end fir and pine. I like to think the

) Blood of the Lees caused this youngest of the pioneer
a2 of nature; Washington to the southeast, lansfield

he St. Lewrence Velley. Did his heart hunger to know

fﬂm renges? Through the ealling of God, he was %o

nment . From appreciating beauty to discovering Cod
As we well know, no wilderness is so remote that

d does not eventually find his way into it. And
try wes no exception to the rule. The New Englend
s distant territory and one of its far extended
"‘ Farry on lLake Memphremsgog, ne2r the present
& few miles north of Stanstead.

howsver, under the leadership of Rev. J. Hicks,
tc this region that the spiritual life of Les
g his revivel services, the fire burst into

g continne to glow. Five years later, however,



.
in a forty-day protraected meeting under the direction of Rev. Richard Pope
the flame again was brought into life, this time to stay, to cast its
comforting gleams in moments of dark, personal tragedy, to show its
inspiring glow to rough men along the wilderness path, to lighten the
pethwey of those who worshipped in darkness.

The conversion was brought to & head by some words of the
nephew of Jason Lee, Daniel, but & few years his junior spoken by the
young kinsman ae the two walked home from & morning service. In the
praysr service preceding the regular meeting that very Sunday evening
Jason Lee stood up in the prayer meeting to announce his conversion
"while 2ll hearts thrilled as his tall form arose and he began to speak."
With tears streaming down his face he told the story of & saved man.

Let us hear Lee describe his experience; "Thus far I haed lived without
hope and without God in the world dbut now the spirit which I had so
often grieved, sgain spoke to my consclence and in a langusige not %o be
misteken, warned me of my dsnger. I saw, [ believed, I repented, I
resolved to bresk off all my sins by righteousness and my iniquities
by turning to the Lord and if I perished, I would perish at the feet of
Jesus, pleading for his merey. I saw the fullness of the plan of
galvation, oast away unbelieving fears, believed in and gave myself to
Christ, end was ushered into the liberty of the children of God. I was
now by my own consent the property of another and his glory and not my
own gratification must be the object of my pursuit.”

Was this a gemuine religious experience? It is by ite fruits
that it shall be known. Are we not right in demending that a religious
experience meet satisfactorily these three tests?

(1) Do we find in it a quality of faith which is able %o aid others
gseeking spiritusl certainty?

{2) 1Is the experience of such proportions as %o be equal for auy
testing experience of life?

(3) Does it bring forth & service worthy of the experience of God?



.

i In't-he.t:lmo atill allowed me, I propose to examine the religious
® Loe, believing that this experience is the very center of the
beautiful service to his Go.da

' Was the mality of Lee's faith such 2s to be of help to others
S l.gim certainty? His friend end classmete Osman Baker gives

r for he records "$ith what confidence 2nd satisfection seekers

ﬁ who 1s also 2 place of refuge for the spiritually weary.

ole extent of his missionary passion indicates the ultimate

- of m_aston _for a theological education. You will agree
dly, -tha'h the 111’0 in the city with 211 its attractions
ty was no small testing of our faith. Lee went from

long overland trddl to the west, each step of the way

. end farther from home. Yet on this testing experience
hers writes as follows: "On the way the elder Lee

a,e as to command the respect of all, religious end

_character of the man unfolded in besuty and fragrénce

‘and 211 its heelthful restraints; on the contrary,

where he was sustained and gnarded by day and at night
wmins‘“
m@qiug of tregedy is a time that tries men's soulse.

o

ry Lee was forced to face the tragedies of lifee.

tragedy he was forced to lean only upom Gode



=10=
Lee had left his mission to seek funds and recruits in the Hast leaving
in Oregon, his young wife, Anna Pittmen Lee, who was then great with childe.
The time of travail ceme asnd passed and the death angel had carried back
to the realms of the Spirit the young wife and the first born child.
L messenger was sent tc cerry the news to Lee and came upon him as he
was traveling nsar thé city of Ste Louis. We a2re told he took the news
without flinching though his heart was torn within him. But personal |
logs could not turn him back, snd with heavy heart he continues in faith
towerd the Eest,

The second time aorfow pressed upon him, he was bereaved in
the death of his second wife, Lucy Thompson Lee, & native of Barre, Vermont.
This time we are permitted to see the greet soul bared and to behold its
matchless beauty. "Do not contemplate”, he writes to their mutusl friemd,
Osmen Beker, "Do not contemplate your old friemd as disconsolate and dis-
heart;ned. Ho, my brother; discouraged I am not. 1In heaviness I cannot
be while the grace of God as hitherto bears me above, entirely above that
regioz:o I feel it would be sin to waste my energies in fruitless grief or
unaveiling sorrow, and yet I am awere that is the sustaining grace of God
in me that preserves me from it. Glory to God in the highest. I camn
ex2lt in the midst of the furnace. One like unto the Sen of mén is with
me and I expect to come forth without the small of fire upon my garment,
"n affliction deep, sustained by glorious hope." TUpon the same occasion
he wrote to his nephew: Well, thank God, the religion of Jesus Christ is
a reality. The joys end glopies of heaven will soon be reality."

Still egain, how do we beheve under criticism, egpecially
when we know that the criticism is the result of jeaiousy and personal
ermity? Truly this is a testing time. And Lee was not spared that.

In the "great reenforcement™ which accompanied him westward on his

sscond journey to Oregon were men of many natures and gifts.
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Some of these should not have besn taken to Oregon and were found to
be misfits before the new country was reached. Dissatisfied, peevish
hoamssick, they sent many complaints hack Yo the Board at New York and
ag a result Jamn Les was recalled from the smpervision of the mission.
From = distance it looks as though the Board ascted with haste and with
little patience. Lse hurried sastward a second time to defond himgelf
and his mission. How wonderful in character and how gracious in
parsonality he ig as he makes his defense. TFor many days he appeared
before the Board, answering his crities with franimess but with no show
of bpitterness, nor malice, nor hatred. Hear him say Bhat he will be most
happy to have a guccegsor if that iz the only way the misgsion can be
brouaght Porward and succeed. What a fine ajiititude and wlet Ghristim
experience. Truly, in the midst of a bitter testing he emerges, not only
restored to the mission but untouched by eny of the flemes thet would
have consumed us. in our passion,

e Did this conversion brimg forth @ service worthy of the
experience of God?

Danield Lee tells us that "Jasom Lee, &fter many struggles
under the impresgion, 'Woe is me 1f I preach noet the gospel', ventured
trémblingiy forward in obedience to the divine call and about five years
‘after his conversien began to invite sinners to repentance.” Something
of Lee's passion is %o Pound in his own words written in a letter %o
Qasman Baker while the steamboat carried him down the Chioy "My dear
‘brother, I go 23 Pavl went to Jerusalem, bound in spirit, not imowing
whet will befall ms thére but thank God, I have had but very few anzious
thoughts =2bont anyfhhmg alse except being faithful in the cause of Christ.

That is enough, that isg all.”
Early after heving made up his mind to serve God in the ministry

tw% guestions took his attention? Am I fitted for this task? Where shall I

serve?
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. d -#!;e first gquestion by deciding he should have more schooling
Wilbraham Academy =s the schotl where he would prepare himsslf
mling. &t 26 years of age he entered the Academy and acquitted
with honar- ‘He was given charge of the large woom where the little
_I_llni by his diligence, integrity end trustworthiness earned a

g in the regard of the 'principal, Wilvur Piske

| In ell the influences that moulded Lee's life, we cannot neglect
m. ib.‘iﬁh Fisk reposed in him. It was through this churchmen
ceme tato ﬁu Oregon picture, While Lee was on the far off mission
or _:-while.h_u was moving back and forth over the Bast, Fisk "held the
h.u #s not lost te civiligation or prepared the wey for him thet his
e would have hearers. If Wilbur Fisk had not supported Lee as he did,
B SNaful ir he could bave sccomplished all thet he did. Truly, Pisk

not only bondsman for the church but was friend and father to the

: E&t- 'sohcnd question as to the sphere in which Lee would serve
f&_eMt‘mee over which Lee had little or no control. A%
served churches neer Stanstead but the Lee blood could not be

4n such a settled placs. Then the Indians of the far morthwest
mnled to him as a fertile field for missionery lebor and he
’ﬁ't’m hilnlf to the London Wesleyan Hissionary Society for such
wm .‘t_ha- death of the secretary of the Society made impossible

m1nn and before his offer could be considered other evemts had

In 1853 from out of the West came = thrilling story. Four
-‘is' lﬁf_,ihs Flathead Indisns had come across the Rocky Mountains
in gearch of the White Men's Book wherein they has# been told
#mﬁ tbé jrtaptr method of worshipping the Great 3pirit. Thg

qp& :a.tmd and was finally announced to the East through
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a letter published in "The Christian Advocate and Zion's Herald." Here
it was read by Wilbur Fisk, the president of Wﬂslegran University. So great
an impression did the challenge make upon him that he read the story while
stending and wrote two letters while standing and had both in the post
within two hours time. One letter went to the mission board in New York.
In this one he announced that he would be "bondsman for the church™ and
gtressed the immediate organization of & mission. "All we want is the
men", he wrote., Who will go? Who? I know of one young man who I
think will go, and of whom I can say, I know of none like him for enter-
prise. If he will go, end we have written him on the subject, we only
want another and the mission will be commenced the coming season."

Of course you anticipated that the letter already written
was to reach Jason Lee, the young men of enterprise. Lee informed
Dr. Fisk of the offer already made to the London Society and added that
if the Society d4id not act by a given time @nd Dr. Fisk hed found no one
else for the missidn, he would aecept. I haye already indicated that
thar missionary society in London was not %o act. I have doubls as to
Dre. Flsk loocking elsewhere for a leader. A% last the man and the
occagion were brought together and the Oregon mission was to become
a fact. It is for another to tell of the far reaching effects of that
mission this morning.

Having discussed the influences which made Jason Lee, the
limits of my paper have been reached. But perhpps I may be permitted %o
add a few items that would not be included in any story of his western

activities.

The New England cmferénce admitted Lee to its membership
and ordained him elder and designeted him Missionary to the Flathead
Indians. The New Hampshire Conference ordeined his nephew Deniel and

he accompanied his uncle to Oregon. New Englend Methodism did not
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forsake the youth who adopted it for service. The region contributed
much money which made the first trip possible and gave several thousand:
dollars during the interval between the first and second westward trips.
Zion's Herald kept the missionary passion in New England at white Vhaat
and so adequately reported the meetings and work of Lee that it is
congidered one of the two most important sources of the period.

It would not be unusual after sorrow and dissppointment had
tried his soul that this hero of the Cross should desire the quiet of
homeland again. After the successful defense of himself before the
Mission Board, Lee turned northward again to rest and recuperste for
further work in Oregon. Sorrow and disappointment his soul hed been
able to defy but his iron constitubtion could not withstand the attack
of internal pain. So "like a hafe whom hownds and horns pursue, pents
to the place from which at first she flew" Lee too returned to Stanstead,
"to die at home at last.” After a few months of great pain during the
latter weeks of which both lips and pen were still, Lee answered the c;all
to the land where his loved énes ewaited him. Few indeed had been his
years of life, he was but 42; brief, how very brief had been his
ministry, just 12 years. His loved ones laid him %o rest in & nearbdy
burial ground where after sixty years the rest of his mortal body was
disturbed end his remains were transplanted to the soil whereon he had
walked as a prophet of God. Last summer the Vermont Conference with the
help of New England Methodism marked the gréve and observed the 100th
anniversary of the preaching of his farewell sermon.

In the year of this centennial of Lee's service to his church

and his God, what rﬁal tribute can we bring? Let us not forget that Lee
,“lv“
was essentially the product of his enviromment and its religious tmperﬁ?u““{“

Can our modern environment and our modern religion produce another like
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wnto Lee? We see no forest primeval today, but a settled people,
snugly complacent and selfish with emotions carefully guarded less they
show some enthusiasm of spirit. We no longer Eave protracted meetings,
and the educational method has beecome the accepted proceés of the church.
Can we not let the past challenge us this morning? Would not our best
iribute to Lee be the raising up in our churches of men and women who will
conquer their own environmeh§ as he conguered his, and taking the same
tools by which they meke self conquest, turn about and conguer the frontiers
of their society? Hes an emsier enviromment produced 2 softened spiritual
appeal which even softened lives cannot muster energy to answer? Let us
therefore arouse our churches agein to the heroic for we have the challenge
before us, not of taking the gospel into a wilderness but of rescuing the
gelpel‘fram the wilderness and the wilderness from itself that it mey
accept the Gospel which it has now hidden. Only such a service will be

worthy of our heritage from Jason Lee.



