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CHAPTER I
A TROUBLED COMMUNITY

Introduction and Background
of the Problem

The general community problem. -- The community under study,

Marshfield, Massachusetts, has many problems. It is not unlike many
others in that respect. Marshfield has problems, however, which may
be comsidered unique in that they are particularly urgent and demand
the most immediate attention. |

The populafion of Marshfield has grown from 3267 in 1950 to 4960
in 1955 -~ an increase of 51 per cent.;/ihis extremely rapid population
growth is the major cause of the immediate crisis which faces the service
institutions of the community.

No relief from the present population pressure is in sight. In fact
all available information indicates an increase in population pressure to
the point where Marshfield will be engulfed in a veritable wave of
Ustrangers!" who even now are making it into a bedroom for Boston and its

environs.

Causes of growth. —- Marshfield is the second fastest growing community

on the South Shore. Its rapid growth is largely due to (1) a large amount
of undeveloped acreage mostly in one-half acre lots, (2) a low tax rate -
L6 dollars a thousand for 1955, (3) the proximity of Boston - some 30 miles,

(4) an atbtractive beach area with available housing of a cottage type which

1/The South Shore Weekly Mirror, Vol. 5, Number 23, Scituate, Massachusetts,
March 2L, 1955.
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can be easily and relatively inexpensively winterized, and (5) the
proposed sﬁper—-bighway which would move metropolitan Boston closer
to Marshfield than a ons hour drive. '

It would be difficult if not impossible to assess the influence
of péssible atomic catastrophe upon the growth of the community. The
writer would not discount this as a possible influence but is firmly
of the opinion that modern transportation, shorter working days and
liberal finsncing policies of both govermment and private institutions
dealing in real estate are of far more importance in determining the
development of the community.

The educartional 'problem. s The rapid influx of an urban population

obviously does not leave the educationsl institutions untouched. That

this situation is realized is evident in the "Report of Superintendent

of Schools! published in the Annual Report of “the Town 0fficers For
1953%/ ) '

An examination of chart number 1 of this report reveals the average
post war growth between births and grade one enrol]meﬁt to be 66 per cent
over the local births.

A similar report from the office of the Superintendent of Schools

2/
was published in the Annual Report of the Town Officers For 195L4. This

is an extension of the report previously mentioned and is pr:.marlly

1/Annual Report of the Town Officers for 1953 s Pp. 122-128, see appendix g
for portions of report,pp.l6,

2/Annual Report of the Town Officers for 195k, pp. 155-159, see appendix B
Tor portions of report, PpP- 524




concerned with the effect of population growth on the classroom needs
of the secondary schools. Suggestions concerning the type of building
program desired and general statements regarding a worthwhile curriculixn
are included. |

It is evident from the assembled data that expanaion of the physical
plant is a neccessity and that it is a matter of immediate concern. It
should be equally clear to the school officials and the citizens of this
‘bown that they have a twofold problem in the maintenance of this social |
institubion so v:.ta.l to the promotion of their own purposes. The basic
educational problems ave (1) that of actuating a semsible and fa:csighted
building program and (2) the creation of a curriculum that meets the
needs of the commmity of Marshfield.

The Basis For Study

Purpose and justification. — The purpose of this thesis is to

describe a cammunity study involving an examination of ‘the social class
status of the inhabitants and to examine the implications of this study
for a revision of the social studies curriculum.

It is acknowledged by many, including this writer, that some of the
best teaching within 'bhé realm of recorded history has been done without
the aid of a man made physical plant or tightly integrated formal
curricnlum. We have only to turn to leaders of actual or claimed
supernatural origin such as Christ or Mohammed - to the philosophers
of ancient Greece like Socrates, Plato and Aristotle to name but a few
to give weight to this contention. Nevertheless it would be foolish to

make this a basis for neglecting the need for a modern school plant. e
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are living in a different age in an infinitely more complex society.
"Thenever the function of a society becomes differentiated or
sg)eciélized there is an increase in the formal aspects of its organization.
We have found this to be true of community life in general, of political
and economic organization in particular, and it is now equally true of
education."%/
The increased formalization of the institutions within society
has lbng since led to bullding programs lending permanence and
organization to institutions which they house. A concamitant organization
of programs promoted by these institutions is a natural development.
As the physical plant is an expression of the objectives, ideals, and
needs of the society which sustains it, so too must be the program
which it promotes. Wesley gives expression to the latter portion of

2
this thought in his book, Teaching The Social Studies,. in which he states:

#The curriculum which best serves society is one which
reflects not only the objectives and ideals bub also the needs
of that society. The curriculum maker cammot make programs for
theoretical classes, he must make programs for boys and girls
in a particular culture. The curriculum maker cannot afford then
to lose touch with the social realities, for his product must
reflect these realities.

Within the United States our programs must reflect our
purposes and our needs. When war was declared on Japan, Germany,
and Ttaly in 19l1 our national objectives were immediately
rearranged. The former ones, such as good transportation, improved
health, and better housing, were not discarded, renounced, or
forgotten; they were simply given less favorable priority numbers.

1/Robert L. Sutherland and Julian L. Woodward, Introductory Socn.ology‘
2nd5ed. rev:l.sed) s Js B Ia.ppn.ncott Company, New York, 1940,
oo 0l.

dgar Bruce Wesley, Teaching The Social Studies (2nd ed.),
e Ces Heath amd Company, Boston, 1942, pps 30.

-



In times of crises nations as well as individuals reshuffle

their purposes and decide to place at least btemporarily a new
emphasis upon a major purpose. $So the curriculum of our schools
and particularly the social studies curricula must reflect changed
conditions amd rearranged purposes. The schools should be so
sensitive to societyt!s meeds as bo reppond, not slowly and
grudgingly, but quickly and effectively. The social studies
teacher must lead the way in keeping the curricula abreast of
aocial needs."

Utility of this study. = Tt is hoped that this sbudy will be of

public ssrvice.

(1) Assemble information that would aid the following
. in the building, expansion, and revision of the
social studies curriculum,

(a) Buperintendent
(b) 8chool Board
(¢) Principal

(d) Colleagues

(2) Asseiible information that would aid the following
. in the building, expansion, and revision of the
school curricula.

(a) Superintendent

(b) 8chool Board

(¢) Principal

(d) Colleagues who are in the initial stages of
a school evaluation program in conjunction
with New England Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools,

(3) Assemble information that would aid the following

. . in the building, expansion, and modification of
the physical facilities made available to and by
the local populace.

(ag Superintendent
School Board

(¢) Principal

() Colleagues

(e) Interested Citizenry

(L) Assemble information which would encourage the previously

. . mentioned individuals and groups to place emphasis on a
curricula centered school rather than a school centered
curricula.

Scope of Study. —- This study of Marshfield, Massachusetts, will
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be confined in part to a determination of the socilo-economic
status of the pupil and adulb pépula‘bion of the conmunity. For this
the writer planned to use Warnerfs Index of Status Characteristics.
Coupled with this method of study is a panoramic view of the
community ~ its history, ecological frame of life, and the problems
facing the institutions within the community.

No attempt has been made to suggest solutions for or reforms
of any of these institutions save that of education. The educaﬁtional
institution has been dealt with only in the area of the social studies
on a secondary level. There has been no study of the pre-school group
as this writer feels that curriculum development is an evolutionary
and continuing process. Thus a pre-school population study would be
of neglible value to this study. To presume to modify the curriculum
on the basis of the present pre—school group would be foolhardy indeed
especially in a community that is changing as rapidly as this. The
writer does not wish to preswme a permsnence for his modification
of the social studies curriculum as it would only serve to harden the

educational arteries.



CHAPIER II
RESEARCH PROCEDURES

The problem of building a satisfactory social studies curriculum
requi:i:‘es a detailed empirical study of the community in which the school
exists amd the location of trends which are regarded as highly related
to the rapid growth of this community. Realizing that the pressures
on the public school in a given community depend largely upon the type
of inhabitants in the cammunity, this writer decided that a knowledge
of the socio-economic status of the residenbts was essential to a valid
evaluation of the comunity and an asppropriate social studies curriculume
It was decided that a study of the socio-econamic status of the pupils
would be inadequate as the public school receives direction not omly
from those intimately comnected with the schools through their children

but from the total community.

Determining the Socio-econamic Status
The Index of Status Characteristics. — The writer selected

Warner's Index of Status Characteristics bto measure socio-econamic
gtatus. Warner and his colleagues state that:

"The Index of Status Characteristics as a measurement
of social ¢lass is posed on two propositions: that economic
and other prestige factors are highly important and closely
correlated with social class; and that these social and
economic factors such as talent, income and money, if their
potentialities for rank are to be realized, must be translated

-Ym



into social-class behavior acceptable to the members of any

given level of the community. This method is designed to

provide an objective method for establishing the social level

of everyone in the community and to do so by simple, inexpensive

meanS....» The data for each characteristic in the Status Index

are easily acquired and do not necessarily require interviewing.ﬁ}/

This refined method may be briefly described, as giving weighted |
ratings on four factors: occupation, source of income, house type
and neighborhood. A social class equivalent for any individual
or group of individuals may be obtained by the simple device of
placing the sum of these weighted ratings on a scale,

Warner developed a supporting and more involved method referred
to as the method of Evaluated Participation. Warner describes this
method as follows:

"The Method of Evaluated Participation (E.P.) comprising
several rating techniques, is posed on the propositions that
those who interact in the social system of & community evaluate
the participation of those around them, that the place where
an individunal participates is evaluated, and that the members
of the community are explicitly er implicitly aware of the
ranking and translate their evaluation of such social participa-
tion into social class ratings that can be communicated to the
investigator.! g/

Further study on this subject convinced the writer that the
refinement of Warner's scales gave such a high positive eorrelation
between the Tndex of Status Characteristics and Evaluated Participation
that the expense in terms of time and money for the Evaluated
Participation method could not be justified and that the Index of
Status Characteristics was certainly an adequate method for the

purposes of this study,

1/We Lloyd Warner, Marcia Meeker, and Kenneth Eels, Social Class in
America, Science Research Associates, Inc., Chicago, 1949, p. 39.

2/Ibid., ps 35.




Warner refined the I.S.C. by analysing it in relation to
the E.P. A comparison of estimated social class placements
based on six status characteristics was made'with E.Pe That
high correlations between these characteristics and E.P. were

1/

discovered is indicated in Table 1.

Table 1, Correlation Coefficients of Six Status Characteristics,
and the Original ISC Combining Them, and Social-Class
Placement, for 0ld Americans

——

Status Number Correlation Standard Errors

Characteristics of Cases with E.P, of Estimate

(1) (2) . (3) (L)
Occupation 208 91 1.8
Amount of Income 108 . «89 2.0
Source of Income 209 _ .85 2.3
House type 204 . -85 2.3
Dwelling area 205 ) .82 2.5
Education 97 .78 2.7
Original ISC 209 97 1.1

Trends in community population can be measured only by a
comparison of the community at different periods., The writer has
selected the years 1945, 1950 and 1955 for this purpose. As
previously pointed out the year 1945 marks the real begimning of
a population growth for Marshfield and seemed to offer a good starting
point. TInasmuch. as a valid comparison can be made only when like

factors are éompared an immediate search for the most reliable status

1/0p. cit., p. 168.



characteristics measureable was made. Warner states that:
WIf social class were to be predicted on the basis

of one status characteristic, the most acéurate prediction

would be obtained by basing it upon occupation and the

least accurate by basing the prediction on education." 1/

This fact finds éupport in Table 1. The writer decided to °
measure the occupation gharacteristic in order to measure the socio-
économic trend for this 10 year periqd. The 10 year time lapse would
have made any of the other status characteristics difficult if not
impossible to obtain,

The following table shows the results of Warner's attempt to
find a set of status characteristics with high oorreiation‘with E.P.
and a low sbtandard of error., |
Table 2. Multiple Correlation Coefficients and Standard Errors

of Estimate for Certain Sets of Three or More Status
Characteristics for 01d Americans g/

Set of Status Multiple Corre-’ Standard Error
Characteristics lation with E.P? of Estimate
(1) (2) (3)

Six Characteristics ——-—
Occupation, amount of
income, source of income,
education, house type,
dwelling area 9Tk 98
Five Characteristics —w- :
Occupation, amount of
income, source of income,
house type, dwelling
area 973 1.00
' (concluded on next page)

‘]_./Ibid., Pe 160

2/9{_). Cit.’ Po 171-]-0

10



Table 72« (concluded)

~

Set of Status - Multiple Corre— Standard Error

Characteristics lation with ¥.P. of Estimate
) ' o (2) 3)

Four Characteristics ——
. Occupation, source of in-

come, house type, dwelling

area : 2972 1.02
Three Characteristics ——
. Occupation, source of :

income, house type «966 1.13
Occupation, house type,

dwelling area =96l 1.16
Occupation, source of ]

income, dwelling area +961 1.20
Source of income, house type, :

dwelling area «935 1.5L

Table .2 indicates that the characteristics used in I. S. G. have a

significant correlation with E. P. and have a relatively low standard

of error. Excluding education and income, Wweights Wwere assigned to the

1/
four characteristics as followss.

" Qccupation in
Source of income 3
House ‘type 3
waélling area 2

An attempt was made by this writer to obtain information

regarding the source of income of the inhabitants. -The relations of

the inhabitants of this small provincial community gé.ve ample evidence

g..fQE. Gi'bo', Pe 181.



that a continued search for this factor would prejudice the whole
study. Thus this factor and the weighted rabtings assigned to the
four factor I. S. G. were aba.ndone_d. ‘A modified scale was adotped and
welghts Were-aséigned as follows :y
Occupation 5
House type
ﬁwel]ing araa
The Ethnic Problem. — There is only one identifiable ethnic

g:i’:-oupr-'bhat :LS ‘distinctively ndifferent from the rest of the community e
It consists of 18 "Portugues;“ families. Their status is that of the
lower class because of the i‘aétc;rs of T. S Co and for racial reasons.
Their true racial origin is suspect ambng the vast majority of the
i‘emainder of the population inasmuch as there seems to be a mixture

of negro and Portuguese ancestory present. ‘Iﬁas:nuch as they remain

S’ mall a minority group this writer decided to treat them as did
Warner in regard to a 20 family minority in his Jonesville study.?f/

The rest of the population is a mixture of old Americans and second

and thitd generation Americans who are nob natiﬁe to the community and
thus cannot be identified as new or old Americans and must be categorized
by the townspeople as merely new or old residents. Prominent local
citizens were interviewed by the writer to determine if there was an
in-group or out—group stratification as opposed to a single standard

of stratification. The ethnic consideration appears to have no visable

1/0p. cit., p.185.
2/0p. cita, pp. 197-198.



consequences\as to the position within the organization in this
community such as churches, schools, Booster's Club, Kiwanis,
American Legion, or Veterans of Foreign Wars., In view of the
information available the writer assumed no necessity for
modification of the I. S. C. in relation to thé citizenry of
Marshfield. |

Occupation, house type, and neighborhood area. -~ These data

required by I. S. C. were found in town census reports, school réf;rds
_ | 1
and field work. In addition the Directory of Occupational Titles

was used to insure the correct placement of any given occupation.

In Social Class in America, Warner provides complete direction and charts
2/ .
concerning these items.  Simplified versions of the scales are shown

here:
SCALES

Score - Occupation
1 Professionals and proprietors of large businesses
2 Semi~professionals and smaller officials of large

businesses

3 Clerks and kindred workers
L Skilled workers '
5 Proprietors of very small businesses
6 Semi-skilled workers
7 Unskilled workers

Score House Type
1 -Excellent houses'
2 Very good houses
3 . Good houses
L Average houses

1/ Directory of Occupational Titles, United States Department of TLabor,
U.S. Employment Service, U.S. Govermment Printing Office, Washington, D.C.

_/ Opo Cl'bo’ ppo 131-’159l
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Score House Type
5 Fair Houses
6 Poor houses
7 Very poor houses
Score ‘ Neighborhood
1 Very high
2 High
3 Above average
L Average
5 Below average
6 Low
7 Very low
) It was necessary for the writer to ascertain Marshfield's

concepts of the average house and the above.average neighborhood

etc, for the proper funétioning in this situation. The aid of two

local real estate and insurance men and one well known contractor

was obtained 0 help in the rating of both houses and neighborhoods.

They were asked to independently rate these factors on a 7 point scale
with 1 being the highest and 7 the lowest. The results of the neighborhood

rating were tabulated as below:

Neighborhood Rating

Neighborhood Writers Rater Rater Rater Final

rating I 2 3 Rabing
(1) (2) (3) (L) (5) (6)
A 3 3 3 3 3
B 2 2 2 2 2
c 7 6 6 6 6

(concluded on next page)
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Neighborhood Rating (concluded)

Neighborhood Writers Rater Rater Rater Final
rating I 2 3 Rating
(1) (2) (3) (h) 3) (o)
D 6 5 6 6 6
E 6 6 6 6 6
F 6 6 6 6 6
G 3 2 3 3 3
H L L b L L
I 5 5 5 5 5
J 3 3 3 3 3
K 6 6 7 6 6
L 5 5 5. 5 5
M 5 5 5 5 5
N 5 L 5 5 5
0 7 6 6 6 6
P L L L L L

TUtilization of the data obtained in this reseafch. —~ The first
approach in this research, i.e., that of comparison of the 6ccupational
status of the inhabitants in the years 1945, 1950, and 1955, was designed
‘to locgte trends, if amy, in the class stratification of the community.

The use of the more involved I, S, C. was desigﬁed to refine the findings of
the measurement of th§ population's occupational status of the year 1955,
The results in statistical terms and interpretation in the light of
community history, ecological frame of life and the problems facing its
institubtions with particular attention to the high school social studies

curriculum will be presented in ‘the folldwing’chapters;



CHAPTER IIT

MARSHFIEID - A PANORAMIC VIEW

Colonial Period

Marshfield lays just claim to being one of New England'!s oldest
towns. According to records of the First Church of Plymouth,
settlement was first made in 1632'and the township established in
1640, Edward Winslow, several times governor of the Plymouth colomny,
was its first outstanding citizen. His stepson, Perigrine White,
was the first caucasian child born in New England. Winslow settled
near the river and other settlers soon followed his example for the
land was near good transportation and the marshes produced good
fodder in convenient locations, The colonial economy was similar
to that of many areasialong the Atlantic coast being highly
diversified but basically agricultural and marine in nature. The
grist mill, the nail factory, the bog iron works were closely allied
to agricultural persuits or ship building.

Being of conservative background, many of Marshfield's finest

- found themselves in the ranks of the Tories during this conflict.

Ensuing clashes between patriots and Tories brought Marshfield its

own "tea party" and the flight of the Tory element.

Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century Marshfield

Shipbuilding was the activity that carried Marshfield's name

=16



the world over, The North River ﬁas the site of what was perhaps
Marshfield's most romantic period.

Tt is of interest that the American flag was first
carried around Cape Horn and to the northwest coast, and
the northwest coast first opened to trade by a North Riwver
vessel, the historic "Columbia!; and that the American
flag was first carried to England after the Revolution
and into the Black sea by North River vessels." 1/

From 1645 to 1871 an endless march of vessels was launched
from Marshfield rivers. The industry perished with the advent of
the clipper ships with their requirements for launching and the
exhaustion ofvthe local timber suppliese.

The War of 1812 brought a brief adventure with textile
manufacturing of limited success and the remainder of the century
was passed with én emphasis on agriculture and fishing with no
fortunes made and some ddpleted as a result., Notable and still
ever preSent among those who invested much and reaped little
material reward for their efforts was the famed Daniel Webster -
a would-be "gentleman farmer', His influence no doubt contributed
to the Civil War reaction of the town which ardently supported the
Union though the products and thus the profits of its past ship
builders were probably not untouched by slaving hands.

The Marshfield Fair, a post war effort, demonstrated the
importance of agriculture in this period and extended its influence
to the present day although the attraction of the midway and the

parimutual betting seem to overshadow the agricultural offerings in

I/Joseph C, Hagar, Marshfield, The Autobiography of a Pilgrim Town,
Marshfield Tercentenary Committee, Rapid Service Press, Inc., 1940,
Ps 111-90




18

the eyes of many.

Largely divorced from agriculture and foreshadowing events to
come was the introduction of the railroad. In spite of ample
evidence of fraud in the completion of the railroad with resultant
town indebtedness, the railroad from Boston to Plymouth was welcome
in Marshfield; From 1867, when the railroad was established and
when it in turn established a trickle of summer residents, until
1940 when it succumbed to the challenge of the automobile when there
was an ammual summer torrent of vacationing visitors, the railroad

served Marshfield a tasty dish of prosperity.

Twentieth Century Marshfield

The past 55 years have brought fundamental changes to
Marshfield's activity, Agricultural pursuits are moderately
profitable with the cultivation of strawberries and mixed truck
gardening leading the dairying by a considerable margin. The
main product of Marshfield, however, has become increasingly that
of a place to live or indulge in recreation, Some confusion or
difference of opinion between the "natives" and the summer "guests"
seems to exist as to whether or not living and recreation afe one
and the same thing,

At the turn of the century the beautiful beaches and river harbor
facilities encouraged people of means‘to spend a pleasént summer in
its environs. The large summer home was the order of the day. Early
in the 20th century the smaller homes begaﬁ to appear and more have

appeared to replace areas destroyed by damaging beach fires and to serve
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the summer population pressure. A goodly number of these have been
winberized and now serve as year-round residences. It has been estimated..
that the summer population is in the vicinity of thirty thousand,

The 80 year period previous to 1945 is marked by a static population
situation. In 1865 the population was 1809.1 In 1900, 1810;2 in 1915,
17255 in 1930, 1625; in 1915, 2h05.'3'/ Since 1945 the most significant
developments within the town have been the result of rapid population
growth, In the Tast 10 years the population has more than doubled.

The train has gone but the development, present and promised, of
highways and automobiles has dwarfed its exit into insignificance. An
expanded national economy has developed a situation here as elsewhere
with a mobile population drifting inbto 6utlying towns near their work
in a metropolitan centér. feople with better than average jobs can
afford this loose spatial relationship with their place of employment
and more and more of them seem to be‘doing just this. The working day
is long for mayy. people in Marshfield who work in Bostbhvsomé 32 miles
away with attendent changes in the patterns of family living, The
intimate family problems caused by a new enviromment are no more

serious than the traumatic effect of the population influx on the

I/Hurd, History of Plymouth County, pp. 1168.

2/Massachusetts Department of Commerce, Statistics of Massachusetts
Cities and Towns By Regional Areas, pp. 5.

3/Frederick W, Cook, and Ralph R. Currier, The Decemnial Census 19L5,
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1945, ppe. 16,




government and economy of the community. A multitude of problems
such as zoning, education, health, police and fire protection,
finance, etc. face the community, The writer feels that an
examination of these, with the exception of education, is more
gppropriate in another study but Wouid, in'ﬁassing, point out
that the mammer in which these problems are met will determine the
type of community the 1975 or 1985 edition will be. Iightening
the financial burden for the year round resident is the summer
resident who pays his taxés in full and receives the major services
of the commnnity for three months of the year or not at all.
Proper use - not abuse - of this fortunate situation could well
be one of the keys to a partial solution of many of its problems,
Many people in the past have found Marshfield to have charm
because it was going nowheres This condition cannot now be

truthfully said to exist for Marshfield is going somewhere. Where?

This writer suggests that the results of his research to be presented

in the following chapter may give some clues to the answer,
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CHAPTER IV

0

RESEARCH FINDINGS

Class Status Trends by Occupation
In Chapter II the writer indicated that a study of social
class placement in the years 1945, 1950, and 1955 would be made
in search fpyr possible trends that might prove helpful to the

purposes of this study. The basis of this ;/)lacement wag the
' 1

occupation of the members of the community and is shown in

Table 3.

Table 3. Class Status by Occupation in the Years 1945, 1950,
1955 (Expressed in Percent of Total Population)

Class Rating 1945 1950 1955
(1) (2) (3) (4h)

T 5.1 5.3 4.3

II 10.8 12,1 12.L

TIT 13.6 17.4 23.9

v - 1.7 25.9 27.2

v , L3.1 23,9 19.9

VI L6 5.3 1.8

VII , 7.9 10.1 7.5

. 1/0p. cit., p. 10., This work, Chapter 2.

21—



22

Table 3 list percentages which in some areas indicate
strong trends and others result in changes so small as to give
little or no substantial evidence for trend indentification.
The trends are marked in Classes III, IV, and V., A steady climb
in the upper middle class (III) population is easily noticed with
a rapid increase in middle class (IV) population recorded in the
1945-1950 period. The latter mentioned population surge tapered
off in the succeeding five year period. This upward surge in
the upper middle and middle clgsses is matched by a decline in
the lower middle class (V)e A jump of 2.2 per cent population
in the lower lower class (VII) between 1945 and 1950 is followed
by a reduction of 2.6 per cent from 1950 to 1955. Clearly no
trend can be éstablished here and the writer speculates that this
area of unskilled labor may well be considered as particularly
sensitive to the vagaries of the national economy which in 1950
was Jjust recovering from a recession and entering the period of the
Korean "Police Action”. The upper upper class (I) shows a similar
but less marked pattern.and offers no direction worthy of serious
consideration as does the upper lower class (VI)., The lower upper
class (II) shows a slight but consistant trend upward. Thus as a
result of these statistics three definite trends have beénulocated:
(1) upward in the upper middle class, (2) upward in the middle middle

class, and (3) downward in the lower middle class,

Class Status by I.é.C.
By use of Warner's Index of Status Characteristics the class

placement of Marshfield's 1955 populatibh was more accurately measured.



Table l. Class Placement by I1.S.C. (1955) Expressed in Per
Cent of Total Population

Class Rating Percentage
(1) (2)
Upper Class I 11.87
Upper Middle Class II L3.6
Tower Middle Class III - 34,8
Upper Iower Class IV Le73
Tower Lower Class V 5.00

The large discrepancy between Class T on Table L and

éiassés I and IT on Table 3 of this chapter is in the opinion

"~ of the writer due to the absence of a neighborhood rating of

T within the community as is evidenced by the Neighborhood Rating
Scale on pages 1L and 15. This undoubtably swells the population
percentage in the upper middle class, The nature of the community
population is, however, clearly directed toward higher class status
with 55.47 pér cent of the population by this scale rated as upper
middle class or higher. The per cent of the population that is lower
middle class or higher is 90.27. The combined upper and lower middle
classes claim 78..L per cent of the population. Even with a possible
excess of 5 per cent in this total due to the previously mentioned
lack of a number 1 neighborhood rating, the community is definately

middle class oriented.
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Pertinent Statistics on Pobulation and Public Finance
Additional material of relationship between population and
public finance with implications regarding the conspicuous con-
sumption of the community has been compiled for general comparison
with the results of the community survey and is shown in Table 5,

Table 5. Statistics on Population and Public Finance for the
Town of Marshfield

Tiand Area  Density Valuation Valuation
in Person Per Land and Sq. Mi. of
Sqo Mi, Sqo Mi. Building in . Land Area in
Land Area  Thousands of Thousands
Dollars :
T @) €)) en)
1945 28.35 85 7,68L 271
1950 28,35 115 10,587 373
1955 28.35 175 16,375 587
Valuation Tax Rate
Per Capita . per
in Dollars Thousand
Dollars
(5) » (6)
1945 3,191 26 .
1950 3,2l 37
1955 5,012 L6

Tt again is apparent from an examination of Table 5 that Marshfield

hés grovn., Land valuations are admittedly only an indication of growth
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and are not proportionate to real value inasmuch as re«evéluation

is slow., The valuation per capita is misleading in that while the

population has doubled the pre-adult population has nearly quadrupled
according to school records, It is reasonable to assume that if complete

figures were available on adult and pre-adult population and the

valuation per cgpita calculated on an adult basis, a more realiskic

measurement in items of property values which are closely allied with

Jjob placement and class status, that a more marked evidence in regard

to the upward surge of Marshfield's population would be indicated. The
téx rate's relativeiy slow growth can be explained as largely due to

the fact that many instatutions of the community have been large enough,
up to this date, to eliminate the immediate necessity for expensive
growth, This situation does not offer much for the future, however,

as the school department, water department, fire department, town offices,
etc, are at a bursting point. That this point has not previously been
reached is due largely to the fact that Marshfield has constructed its
iﬁstitutions.fbr yearly flexibility as a resort town.

The schoollsystem is an excepﬁion to the foregoing statements., In
this area there has beén a large elementary school building program and
a secondary program is soon‘to follow., A school building program involves
more than additional classroom space, The curriculum must be modified
much as the physical plant and professional staff if the needs of the
community are to be met. The writer would again indicate that it is to

this end that this study is directed.



Conclusions:

1.
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3.

L.

Senﬁimenﬁ of the natives to the contrary notwithstanding,

the community has a trend toward residents of higher social class,
The community has a middle class orientation with 90.27 per cent
of the population in or above the lower middle class,

The community has a markea trend of upward mobility within the
middle class. |

This upward trend is largely due to an increase in population
because of a proximity to Boston and the advantages offered by
Marshfield in the way of pleasant home environment and a
relatively low tax rate.

The increase in community wealth and conspicuous consumption

in real estate is commensurate with the concurrent population
increase and indicates a verification of the population growth
according to type or class placement.

The underlying motivating factor for the development of
Marshfield is the iﬁcrease in ease and speed of transportation
in a period of an expanding nationgl economy which has enabled
the majority of its citizenry to better themselves through
positive response in a period of expanding educational and

eronomic opportunity.



CHAPIER V
IMPLICATIONS, LIMITATIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR FURTHER STUDY
The Philosophical Basis of Education

The uvse of the results of this study and in fact the study
itself is predicated on the philosophy that education and/or
life itself is the continuous recoﬁstruction of experience due to the
interaction of individuals and their environment. Marked by growth
regarded as synonymous with education, this reorganization implies
selection of superior experiences over inferior experiences.
Interaction with the environment is that which provides experience
and this experience of acting upon one's enviromment and vice versa
is the core of growth.

Life is regarded as a continuous recapitulation or, more
accurately stated, a continuous reorganimation and refinement
- of experience thusvproviding true growth by the selective
process of eliminatdéng the inferior experiences in favor of the
superior. This is and must be a continuous process if growth
(education) is to be maintainéd.

En&ironmenﬁ is viewed as primarily social and experience
with environment through which the individual gains his ehds,
i. e. growth. The human is the only form of life with the
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ability to reconstruct his experience and thus maintain the
flexibility essential for this COntinuoué interaction with
his environment with a conseguent dependence upon and power
to modify developmentally that with which he interacts.

Essential to the welfare of society is the development of
common experience, something to be viewed not as having happened
to the individual but as shared interactively by the individual,
so that common understanding, thus communication, thus a true
community of the intellect may exist, This experience is
regarded not as external but internal to the individual and
society. OContinuous reconstruction is the means by which
growth, life and education continue.

To reconstruct the experiénce of an individual group, or
the human race is an imtellectual problem. To control the
environment so that it may be aisimplifded réconstructionland
to offer that which will widen the experimental horizon and
thus provide for the flexibility and interdependence or
interaction with the environment empleys a synthesis of
intellectual content in the curriculum coupled with & present
concept of the enviromment. This robs not the curriculum of
intellectual content but merely redéfines it in the present
situation.

Continual reconstruction involves value Judgements based
" on the empericél results of past experiences. Authority for
human action must then be the empiricalyevidenCe regarded by

menkind as the truth. That this truth may change as additional

28
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evidence is presented through mankind!'s experience in no way
lessons its value for it is the best that can be done at the given
instant.

In view of our complex society no other source of authority
is generally acceptable and it is this writert!s view that absolutists,
wherever they may be found, find extreme difficulty in maintaining
their own standard:of absolute values to say nothing of reaching a
common ground of agreement with others on these values., Thus from
a positive viewpoint that pragmatism is the true philosophy until
experience dictates a change, which in itself would be pragmatic, and
from the negative approach that other philosophical positions are
inadequate, the writer states his authority for making any study and
this one in particular and the conclusions in regard to curriculum
development in Marshfield High School.

In keeping with this statement of.philosophical posture the
writer again turns to an outstanding authority in the social studies,
Wesley, who states:}/

"The curriculum which best serves socieby is one

which reflects not only the objectives and ideals but

also the needs of that society. The curriculum maker

cannot make programs for theoretical classes; he must

make programs for boys and girls in a particular cul-

ture, The curriculum maker cannot afford then to lose

touch with the!sacial realities, for his product must
reflect these realities.!

1/Edgar Bruce Wesley, Teaching The Social Studies (2nd. ed.),
D. C. Heath and Company, Boston, 1942, pp, 30.
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Present Status of the Social Studies
in Marshfield High School

The curriculum of Marshfield High School may be described as
2 subject matter curriculum.}/The soclal studies occupy a place in
that organization of a like nature, Subjects offered the student
in this area consist of two electives and two reqpireq courses, The
electives are World History and Economic Geography{g/éhe state reduires
that all students take a one year course in American History and the
town requires a one year course called Problems of Democracy. Inte -
gration within the social studies is incidental on the part of the
educators. It may well be said to be unconcious or nonexistant in
terms of knowledgeable organization, There is one possible exception
to the foregoing statement--the same teacher sometimes teaches more
than one subject in the social studies area. This, on the surface,
would seem to deny the isoclation within the curriculum. Further
examination, however, would indicate that the tenure of members of
the department has been relatively brief and the presence of integration,
if it could be honestly called that, similarly brief, To fhe knowledge
of this writer no statement has ever been made to the géneral obJectives

of the social studies and this is indicative of a lack of organization

among those concerned with teaching children in the area of Social studies.

1/B. Othanial Smith, William O, Stanley, and J. Harlan Shores,
Fundamentals of Curriculum Development, World Book Company, New York,

g/Economic Geography required of Sophomores in the Commercial curriculum.
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Tt also leads to and/or is evidence of confusion on the part of
administrators and teaching staff as to what the social studies
curriculum shall consist of,

Table 6, Placement of Subjects by Grades

United States Problems of Economic TWorld

History - Democracy  Geography History
(1) __(2) (3) (4) (5)
Grade 9 3%
Grade 10 * *
Grade 11 3* ¥* 3t
Grade 12 , 3% * 3%

A glance at Table 6 revedls the chromological heterogeneity
of the classes in elective subjects. Logical arrangement of subject
matter is possible but psychological arrangement is somewhat of a
terrifying task., The result is an unhealthy educational situation
from many viewpoints. ILacking stated recognized objectives, integration,
and psychological arrangement of subject matter, these electives tend
to play the role of a place to pick up needed credits for graduation
for upper-classmen and a place for initiation or consolidation of bad
educational attitudes on the part of the members of the ¥reshman and
sophomore classes.

World History is a rather well accepted course with status,
A synthesis of ancient and modern world history, it lends itself,
even in a non-integrated éurriculum, to a realization on the part

of many students of their general cultural heritage. Economic
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geography holds no such status and tends to be a catch all for
those who find nothing else to take, With the thought that
it is advantageous.to know something about the rest of the world,
it has been offered as a study of major regions of the world and
ﬁheir economic resources, ﬁarely does a student in the college
curriculum find himself here,  Membership of this class is that of
those pursuing the home economics, #ocational, general. and
commercial curricula.}/

The required subjects reflect status within the social
studies structure that is legally required. This ié not a
unique local status as it is a central tendency throughout the
United States., The national stability in this area of the social
studies, recognized by this central tendency, in many cases is
arrived at by legal means and in others by public opinion. This
leaves the upper grade placement in a better position to intégrate
horizontally and vertically. Included in the United States Histoﬁy
coursevis a state requirement of one unit in state history and one
unit in local history. In both Problems of Democracy and United
States History, the organization is tépical and tought by the unit
method, Correlation at this moment is planned by the writer. The
writer would suggest that a mere scratching at the surface is being
effected due to the partial correlation with the total social studies
field and the fact thaf absolutely no permanency is implied. Integra-

tion should reflect a policy not a personality.

1/Required of>SOphomores in Commercial Curriculum.
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Educational Objectives
With Special Reference to Social Studies
Objectives are goals or ends for which formal education
strives. The acceptance of a particular set of objectives is
an acceptance of the justification of a certain institution's
righf to exist. This acceptance of goals can only exist in a
democratic society when they are stated in general terms, They

tend to be much like many political platforms in ?i7t there tends
1
to be little room for opposition. Billett statess

Mesell seems self evident that no normal pupil
should be permitted to leave the secondary school
until he is reasonably fitted to cope unsupervised
with problems which will confront him, without harm
to himself and to society."

Obviously this goal is to be reasonably fitted to cope
unsupervised with problems yget to confront him. A very worthy
objective,

Two statements by Wesley are quoted here as other examples
similar in form to that of Billett!s,

"Public education implies a public investment
for the public good., If this great investment'! is
to pay dividends, they must show uwp in a generation
of adults who have acquired, partly because of the
work of the schools, a keener social consciousness,
In fact, free public schools were established, not
to facilitate the success of individuals as individuals,
but to strengthen and promote the larger social good.
There is, of course, no conflict between social and
individual objectives when both are properly under-
stood, but at various times in our educational his-
tory there has been a tendency to forget the social

1/Roy O. Billett, Fundamentals of Secondary-School Teaching with
Emphasis on the Unit Method, Riverside Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts,
1940, p. 37.

2/Edgar Bruce Wesley, Teaching Social Studies in High Schools (3rd ed.,),
D. C. Heath and Company, Boston, 1950, pp. 122 and Ll.
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aépec'b and to subordinate it to the welfare of selected
individualism.

The contemporary scene presents a threefold challenges;
understanding it is a objective; the degree to which it is wunder-
stood serves as a standard of insight; and third, it provides
much of the content of the social studies curriculum. History
provides the time depth, the vertical measure of society, bub
the contemporary social sciences supply the horizontal spread.”

Bagic general objectives can be observed with these statements.,
‘Wesle';y is concerned with developing social consciousness, greéter soclal
good, and awareness of the relationship of individual and social objectives.
Educational objectives are usually stated in short precise
statements With an assumption that the readsr is operating within
the same frame of reference as the writer. This is, no doubt, adequate
ingofar as professional literature is concerned but we not only have to
consider presenting the justification to the fellow professional but
to society as a whole. In the opinion of the writer this is where educators
often fail in their pub]ic relations and inasmuch as this study, its
results ahd the implications thereof are directed to a variety of people,
the objectives stated and the means of reaching these objectives (curriculum)
will be found in descriptive form. . -
The influence of the social studies should permeate the total school
curzﬁ.éulwn and the objectives of the social studies dealing with human
relationships should receive like considerations.
' 1
Bent and Kronenberg states
' MSocial study is the heart of the curriculum. The entire

curriculum can be based on the social studies as they should be the
nucleus of all units. This follows from a definition of a social

udyard K. Bent amd Henry H. Kronenberg, Principles oi“Secé
ducation, . (2nd, Ed, ), McGraw Hill Book Compamny, INnCe, 19U9, Be2bb.

-
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study, which is any course whose subject matter is primarily

social. If secondary school courses are to be related to life,

are functional, and are to have social utility they must have

a social core."

Making the social studies the core of the high school curriculum
is the prime objective of this writer. In order to accomplish this
certain gensral objectives for the social studies have been amrive;l
at to give direction to this program. The writer believes that each
citizen in our society, in order to live a happy, well adjusted,
productive, socé.a.l life, needs continuzlly to growl in his ability
to work cooperatively, to undersbtand the implications of group living,
to understand the basic inescapable interdependsnce of the people
in society (local and intermational), to understend culbural and
emotional bélckground of democracya “He needs to develop a reasoned
patriotism, an undsrebtanding of social institutions, a desire for
social experiences with resulbant rewards and satisfaction from
good citizenship, the ability to assemble and evaluate facts with
resultant dzcisj.&ans, based on clear and independent thinking. He
needs, further, to continually grow in his ability to reconstruct
the experience of society so that the better aspects may be maintained
and do this with an :‘anréasing ability for suspended judgment and a-
knowledge of the evolutionary nature of society. He needs to grow in the
knowledge of the depth of historical perspective so disillusiorment
and emotional frustration will not result in unhealthy' outlets for
such as those following Wilsonts ideals. He needs to grow in
his development of moral and ethical values based upon reflective »
thought, to grow in the realization of the inconsistancy of American
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thought, to grow in intellectual and emotional realizétion of the
nature of man, and to growth in understanding that democracy and eduw
cation are a way of life conbtimuous beyond a formal system.

The objectives expressed in terms of growth needs are assumed
by this writer to be needs of all the children of our society.
The school curriculum is the means to these objectives. A study
of the local social unit should give am indication to the alert
educator in regard to the measure of emphasis to be placed on each

of these objectbives.

Implications of This Study for the Marshfield
. " Bocial Studies Curriculum
Marshfield is definately a truly middle: class bown with

all the implications thereof. The morality and attitudes toward
"laissez faire" society, work for workt's sake s Success measured in
material evidence to others s The confidence in the individusl as
sole determinant of his destiny etc. is the cultural, inteXlectual,
and emotional ihhgritance of its inhsbitants. The roots of Calvinism
are deeply implanted in this @mmunity of mixed Protestant and
Catholic background. That this is not unique to America is recognized

by those acquainted with Tawneyts excellent work Religion and the RHise

of Capitalism. Nevertheless it is especially trus of this middle class

community ém‘téracing the American ideal of "rags to riches in three
shoe shines"_; Social mobility is na‘burallj;' an accompaning reality with
econamic mobility. Useful things are those which supply both and thus

education is valuable. That educators are not so valusble is merely one



of the grand inconsistencies of American thinking.

The frontier influence'l'.‘/on this community is strong. The
geographic frontier is still present for those who hope to '
make or are making & small fortune on real estate speculation
and development but the true frontier is in the field of individual
gains through education which would place the individual in an
" advantageous position in relationship to his fellow man. This is
success and the lack of it is almost immoral. | .

The other significant fact for the inhabitanbs is that of
grcvrtﬁ. Growth means change and people .mustbe emotionally and
intellectually prepared for.itJhis growth is something which
brings many problems in human relations. Important among these
changes is a tendgncy toward disin'begratioh of family life with
its attendent implications due largely to transportation,
lengthened working days, and the impact of the summer metropolitan
beach crowd.

The implications for the social studies are quite clear.
Assming the previously stated objectives are basic to adjustment
to present social reality and reconstruction thereof, the social
studies program of Marshfield High School must have a heavy
sociological emphasis in a simplified envirorment and widen the
rather limited or narrow background of its students. The students
will not in all probability spend their lives in this town so

1/ This term is used with respect to the traditional rugged Yankee
Individualism.
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must be prepared to deal with the realities of 1life which certainly
include other attitudes and conditions of living. Their naive faith
and optimism must be tempered by a growth in understanding of our
cultural trends and present day realities. To implement this is &
suggested program whereby this widening of horizens may be achieved.

The writer suggests the following program. It would seem ad—
visable to establish a four year program of required social studies
consisting of Grade 9, human relations and civiecs; Grade 10, world
history; Grade 11, United States history; Grade 12, problems of
democracy.

Human Relations and Civics :

This course would be planned to help the student
understand himself as an individual, his abilities, the
similarities and differences of people, personality,
personal and group relationships, the source of authority
and need for social control. Stress would be placed on
the individual as a member of society - not the fallacious
opposition to it. Tiacal and state history and government
would be included as a state requirement and-as a device

for logical simplified basis for understanding government
as an example of human relations and group living.

World History

This course would give emphasis to depth in human
develppment through a study of early civilization to
that of the present. Eastern and western culbture would
be included with the emphasis on western culture, Iad-
marks in the history of thought and critical events shaping
the future would be stressed, The aim is to give the
student the opportunity to umderstand the many forces---
political, economic, geographic, and cultural---~ which
have shaped societies throughout history. Geography and
geographic changes would be emphasized because of their
impertance in understanding events and trends in history.




American History

. - -This Course would cover 'bhe span of Amemcan
History‘ from the discovery of America to the Present.
The political, economic, and social growth of the
United States through the Civil War would constitute
the work for the first half year. The second half
of. the  course would emphasize the events and major
trends affecting modern America in its local and
world settings

Problems of Democrazcy

- The content of this course would be varied.
Basic to it and a definite point of emphasis would

be a study of social philosophy and the nature of man,
the nature of social inheritance, economic problems '
and trends, political problems and trends, social
problems of mental heal'bh, crime, racial and ethnic
understanda.ng.

It is advisable thalt the course called economic
geography be dropped. -This subject matter may be
easily included in the suggested in a more natural
- functional setting. Thus it would lend itself ‘to
psychological organization and eliminate some of
the educational and social evils attendent +to 'bhe
previously descr:.bed present situation. ;
| Limitations of This Study
This study is Limited to the formal educational institution
and mbrefspecificalj.y to the area of social studies. It has
been made in a rapidly growing residential community in a
specific and limited geographical relationship. . It may well be
typical or atypical. The next ten years may bring a strengthening
or reversal of the trends indicated. A move to private non-
sectarian or parochial schools’ for a substantial portion of
‘the population may well begin. These are some of the possibilities.
There are limitations in regard to a detailed implementation
of the implications of the study that are obvious as no attempt

has been made in the direction.
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There is a lessoning of accuracy in class placement due to
the inability of the writer to cbtein infomation as to bhe
source of income of the inhabitants as previously noted coupled
with a defended decision to eliminate the use of Warnsr's
method of evaluated participation. ‘

In conclusion it may be said that (1) this study lacks a
permanency of conclusion, (2) that this study lacks implementation

of its conclusion, and (3) that the conclusions are based upoﬁ

research methods that are _‘somewha.t less accurate than 'bher best

formula expounded by Warner in his Social Class in America.

Recommendations for Further Study

The recommendations for further study grow out of the
limitations of this one. The lack of permanency of the study
in no wey conflicts with the philosophy of the study and is in
fact inherent in it.

The writer would recommend that the sbudy be circulated to
all groups in the cammumity that might find it a useful frame
of reference in dealing with the problems of the community.
The school system as a whole would do well to examine its methods,
6on"hent, and conclusions for direction in its several phases of
formal education. A study, by those in the area of social studies
as well as others, of the detailed means by which the results
and conclusions of this study may be used is imperative for the writers

efforts to have any real meaning other than an educational exercise.



1
This study is continuous with all past, present and future educationsal
research. This is an accepted fact by the writer who does not in
any wzy regard it as unique or monumental. The vital point that the
writer raises, however, is that the value of this study in regard
to the immediate local situation is directly connected with thg
ability and inclination of his associates to examine it and continue
the study with an eye to the implementation of its conclusions in all

fields of educational endeavor.
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Report of SuPerlntendent of Schools
1953

CLASSROOM NEEDS

Mr. Wingate's report for 1952 stressed the importance of immediate
planning for futurelclassrpom needs.

Marshfield located as%it is on the periphé:y of the large metro—
politan area of Boston andéwith much uninhabited acreage is being subjected
to unprecedented growth du% to outward population movements from met—
ropolitan Boston. E .

The beach areas are azccntrlbutlng factor which makes Marshfield a
desirable community in whlch young families decide to establish homes.

With these facts invmind it is necessary to establish pypil growth

trends over the past twenty years; deduce deflnlte relationships between
the number of children born in the community with corresPonding-school
entrance enrollments and succeeding growth statistics.

These relationships tﬁen can be used as factors in making reasonably
sound predictions regardiné future enrollments and future classroom

[
|
{
i

requirements.

The accompanying Char% I sets up local births from 1926 to 1947
against grade 1 enrollment% 5ixX years later since there is a lag of six
years between birth and scﬂool entrance. A study of the relationship
between birth and first gra de enrollments through this period will deter-
mine the growth trend as far as pre-school children are concerned. A
comparison of grade enrollments from grade 2 to grade 12 will 11kew1se

show the growth trends in thelr respective grades throughout this period.

“«e,



L7

A comparison of the birth fo first grade enrollment statistics
shows that Marshfield has continually attracted families with pre-school
children throughout the pre-war period and that grade 2 to grade 12
enrollments remained relatively static,

The post war period 1946-1952 shows however increased move-in
population in grades 1-9, It seems reasonable to assume that this
trend Will.hold for a few years to céme.

United States Census office statistics show céntinuing high birth
rates and their predictions anticipate,an increasing populatiqn growth

up to the year 1975.
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Returning to our own study for Marshfield we note that the average
post war growth between births and grade 1 enrollment is 66% over the
number of local births. This indicates that we must make provision for
at least this increased number of first grade pupils during the present

growing situation.

Post War Growth from grade l-grade 2 5%
Post War Growth from grade 2-grade 3 6%
Post War Growth from grade 3-grade L 6%
Post War Growth from grade L-grade 5 6%
Post War Growth from ‘grade S-grade 6 h%
Post War Growth from grade 6-grade 7 h%
Post War Growth from grade 7-grade 8 5%

For predictive purposed we set up a projection of this school
@nrollment trend in much the same manner as our past growth trend has

been delineated.
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Chart IT sets up births from 1947 to 1953; applies survival percen-

tage factors from grade to grade and develops future grade enrollments,
elementary enrollment totals, junior high enrollment totals, and senior
high enrollment totals.

From the predictions obtained in Chart II we derive our classroom
needs from 1953 to 1958 on the elementary level; from 1953 to 1960 on
the junior high level; from 1953 to 196L on the senior high level.

At this time it is important to point out that junior-senior high
school classroom needs require much greater study than is required for
elementary school planning. The reason for this is that educational pro-
grams for older pﬁpils are broader and take into account the individual
differences of pupils to a much greater degree than for elementary pupils.

Enrollment studies arevbasically necessary for secondary school plan-
" ning but studies of aims and purposes are necessary to a greater degree
than in elementary planning.

At the present moment we are faced with the ne;essity of focusing
our attentiop on elementary needs which your School Investigating Comm—
ittee are doing.

It will be necessary within a few months to concentrate our investi~
. gation upon secondary school needs.

Returning to final summations of our growth trend studies we find
that the following represent our classroom needs based on enrollment

trends.



Elementary

Needed Available
Year No. of Pupils Classrooms Classrooms
1953 566 19 17
195L 637 22
1955 686 23
1956 T00 2l
1957 - 738 25
1958 762 26

Total

Total Needed 26 Available 17

Junior High

Needed Available
Year : Mo, of Pupils Classrooms Classrooms
1953 153 5 b
195L 151 5
1955 177 6
1956 201 7
1957 212 7
1958 - 263 9
1959 308 10
1960 320 11

Total -
Total Needed .11 Available L4
Senior High

Needed Available
Year " No. of Pupils Classrooms Classrooms
1953 183 11 11
195l 216 13 11
1955 2Ll
1956 271 15
1957 298 -1l
1958 321
1959 354 20
1960 423
1961 L73 22
1962 531 25
1963 565
196l 518

Total

Total Needed 25-30 Available 11



51

The immedizale pressure for classroom space is on the elementary
and junior high school level. With this in mind your School investi-
gating Committee has recommended and the Town has voted a 16-room

addition to the present Marshfield Grade Schools

Boston University
School of Education
Library
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Report of Superintendent of Schools
195L

CIASSROOL NEEDS

In our annual report for 1953 we set up a method for predicting
growth in our school population from 1954 to 196L and the resulting
classroom needs on both elementary and secondary levels. We have con-
centrated on meeting our elementary classroom requirements during the
past year with the construction of the 1l6-room addition to the Marshfield
Grade School. |

We should now give prompt attention to our needs on the secondary
level.

All predictions zre based on the experience and growth pattern es-
tablished in the seven-year period from 1946-1953 when the suburban move-
ment from Boston was in its ascendancy.

This pattern could be overturned by unforseen large housing 'develop-
ment in Mlarshfield but at the moment we have no other statistics to use,
thereforé 5> in an examination of our needs we must start with our growth
pattern established and published last year.

Chart III on page 126 of that report depicts the growth pattern on .
junior high ( grade 7 and grade 8 ) and senior high ( grades 9-12 ) levels.

It is reproduced as follows and labeled Chart III:

CHART IIT
Junior High
Needed Available
Year No. of Pupils Classrooms " Classrooms
1953 153 5 L

195hL 151 5



CHART III (continued)

Year
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960

Year
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
196l

No. of Pupils
177
201
212
263
308
320

Total Needed

Senior High

No. of Pupils
183
216
2Ly
271
298
321
354
L23
L73
531
565
518

Total Needed 25-30

Classrooms

53

Needed Available
Classrooms Classrooms
&
1
7
9
10
11
Total
11 Available L

Needed Availsble
Classrooms
11 11
13 11

1k
15
20
22
25

Total
Available 11

In order to gain a complete picture of our total junior-senior high

school situation as it appears that it will develop in the next ten to

thirteen years, we should examine it in the light of junior-senior high

school organization in grades'7~8 and 9-12 as well as on the basis of

7-9 and 10-12 organization.

You will note that in the organization of 7-8 and 9-12 that we can

expect to reach an enrollment of 320 in grades 7-8 in 1960 and an enroll-

ment of 565 in grades 9-12 in 1963. In this connection may we point out

that the capacity of our present high school is 320 pupils.

we should now examine these enrollment figures in our potential or-
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ganization of grades 7-9 and grades 10-12. To do this we would add
annually projected grade 9 enrollments to the junior high totals and sub-
tract annually projected grade 9 enrollments from the senior high totals
as follows:

CHART ITIa

Junior High

)

Year No. of Pupils
1953 153

1954 151

1955 177

1956 201

1957 212 9L 306

1958 263 10l 367

1959 308 105 L13

1960 320 156 L76

Senior High

Year No. of Pupils
1953 183
1954 216
1955 2Ll
1956 271
1957 . 298 = 9l 204
1958 ' 321 -10h 217
1959 35, 105 249
1960 23 156 267
1961 L73 ~1L47 326
1962 531 -167 36k
1963 , 565 -1h6 419
196l 518 -109 L09

Under this plan we would expect a junior high school enrollment of
L76 in grades 7, 8, and 9 in 1960 and 419 in grades 10, 11 and 12.

If we were to consider further secondary school building needs on
the basis of enrollment alone, we are faced with the need of LOO-500 pupil
secondary school for either junior or senior high level.

Our present high school building has reached the limit of possible

further expansion. We are very limited in outdoor space requirements.
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It appears that it can render effective service as a junior high school
building but it is doubtful that by remodeling it could keep pace with
the demands of future high school programming.

Our present school administration favors the traditional division of
junior-senior high school organization into grades 7-8 and grades 9-12,
for smaller communities because we feel that a broader high school pro-—
gram can be offered in small community high school of four years than
ir. a three-year high school.

As we look to the fﬁture needs of our high school pupils, we have to
recognize certain basic premises: that every youth shall be afforded the
opportunity to obtain at least a high school education; that every youth
shall have‘the fullest opportunity for moral and ethical development in
keeping with ideals and principles in an American Democracy; that every
youth has certain needs and responsibilities that are common to all ad-
olescents in perpetuating our democratic society; that every youth as a
person of inherent worth differs from every other youth in respect to
health, mental ability, interests, and background.

These premises then require that our high school provide: A program
of studies in general education that will insure the unity of our people
for the common good; diversified exXperiences and educational services
that will meet the educational, vocational and avocational needs of our
youths counsélling that will help young people make intelligent choices
beneficial to self and society; those services that will assist youth to
be physically and mentally healthy.

A comprehensive high school answers the needs for our youth which

revolve about their personal development, their civic competence and
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their occupational preparation. Such a high school is concerned mainly
with.general education in all curriculum areas: English, social studies,
mathematics, foreign language, science, commercial studies, music, fine
arts, household industiial arbts, health and physical education.

This general education includes exploratory and pre-vocational work,
not only for boys and girls who plan to go to college, but also for the
large number of youth for whom the high school is the terminal school.
Proper guidance of students in the development of individual aptitudes
and interests calls for a branching into a variety of subjects areas and
requires several rooms with specialized equipment. |

To effectuate "learning by doing," we Bhould provide laboratories in
naturél science, inaustrial arts, commércial arts, and household arts.
Svace and equipment are needed also to accomodate individual student
projects and club activities. Library and conference rooms are considered
as essential workshops and are being given more space than has been
usually allocated to them in sbhool design.

The sbhool health program must be reflected in appropriate equip-
ment and building facilities. Some items which deserve consideration
in a modern high school building are special quarters for the purpose
of medical inspection and clinical use, shower rooms of ample size con-
nected Withbthe gymnasium, hand-washing facilities and adequate rest
rooms, including washing and toilet facilities for men and women teachers.

The location of special facilities rooms and equipment should be
given careful attention from the point of view of those who make use
of them for efficient administration. Thus the library, cafeteria, audi-

torium, administration offices and guidance rooms should be readily ac-—
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cessible t; the entire school population. Science rooms and laboratories
should be near preparation and storage rooms. Department offices and
storage rooms should as far as possible be located near the rooms assigned
to the department. The gymnasium should have ready access to showers and
outdoor athletic and recreational fields. lMusic rooms and music practice
rooms should be near the auditorium and so soundproofed or located so as
not to interfere with normal classroom activities. Shops and conference
rooms which may be designed to serve the community in out-of-school

hours may perhaps be located on the ground floor.

The youth and community needs of the future, within the range of
reasonable prediction, should be anticipated. Thus the audiomindedness
of our school population can be utilized by means of suitable dddress and
radio-television systems in our school. An expanding viéual education
program calls for more facilities and equipment to make use of films and
other visual aids. Cabinets should be supplied to house exhibit material
of local and outside origin.

Planning for delivery of supplies to cafeteria, shops, science lab-
oratories and supply depositories needs attentibn in terms of service en-
trances, receiving space and direct accessibility. New lighting, air con-
ditioning or ventilating arrangements which reflect the latest enzineering
and sanitary adsances in those fields should be explored.

The site for the high school should be large enough in area to pro-
vide for outdoor physical education and recreation for the youth of the
school and the adults of the community. Space for safe parking of cars
and buses should be allocated. Provision should be made for future expan—

sion.
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We should try to achieve beauty as well as utility in the con- |
struction of buildings inside and out. Functional architecture is essen-
tial for any school plant, but it need not be bleak and repellent. A
warm atmosphere can be achieved without ostentation or expensive finish.

Since a well-planned school depends upon the projection of the
program into required space units, a preliminary 1list of room require-
ments is presented in order to provide a general understanding of the
special needs of such a school.

The operation of a high school is considerably more complicated
than an elementary school where all pupils, except for brief periods,
commonly remain in the same room for all their instruction. The high
school requirements, because of =z broader program with its elective and
pre-vocational offerings, arc determined on an entirely different basis.

Dr. Homer Anderson, whose national reputation for research in school

" planning is well recognized, has devised a special formula for determining

secondary school room requirements. This formula has been used in our
preliminary listing, but it should be thoroughly studied by any commit-
tee charged with investigating powers.

Qur purpose in submitting this data is to enable a building commit-
tee to quickly determine the scope of its study and extent of consulta-
tive service necessary for proper plamning. A program for the financ-
ing of a school building program is a natural concomitart to school
building planning.

The responsibility for this duty should be definitely established so
that the taxpayers may have a general idea of the financial burden that

may results



