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Professor Jonathan Bonk: A Strategic Mentor

By Thomas Oduro

I got to know Professor Bonk closely when I spent a Sabbatical leave at the
Overseas Ministries Study Center (OMSC), New Haven, Connecticut, USA
from August 2012 to May 2013. I stayed in an OMSC residence.

Jon showed special interest in me that baffled me. At the welcome event
on the grounds of the OMSC in August 2012, he introduced me to the other
residents and staff of the OMSC as a scholar he had known for some time. He
mentioned my ministry with African Independent Churches and the Good News
Theological Seminary. His high-profile introduction and testimonies about me
gave me a new perspective of myself. In fact, his testimony boosted my scholarly
image at a time when I was having a serious crisis of low self-image as a result of
being disdained as an AIC scholar. In addition, he regularly called me to his office
to discuss issues related to the DACB project and asked my views about it. On
such occasions, I mused, “What has this man seen in me that he seeks my
perspective?”

One day, he asked me to join him for a lunch meeting with the late
Professor Lamin Sanneh at a restaurant not far from OMSC. Sitting with the two
scholars and hearing them discuss the DACB was a privilege. At several points in
the conversation, Professor Bonk asked, “Thomas, what do you think about this?”
He did not downplay my views. Instead he cherished them, thus, making me
think that my views were also important. He invited me to travel with him from
New Haven to Boston University in Boston, Massachusetts, where I met
Professor Dana Robert. Bonk counseled me on administration, study, and service
to the Lord during the drive to and from Boston. On several occasions, he invited
me to pray and dine together with him and his wife in their home. All these
interactions were therapeutic to me.

Lastly, my appointment as a Regional Advisor and my participation in
the DACB Advisory Council meetings in Kenya were all encouragements for my
academic life. Professor Bonk has made an everlasting impact on my life. I am
grateful to God for leading me to know him and his wife. I am grateful to him
for seeing the potential in me and giving me opportunities to develop it.

I pray that God continues to guide and bless him and his family.

Rev. Thomas Oduro, PhD, is President and Associate Professor, Good News
Theological Seminary (Ghana). Formerly on the Advisory Council, he currently serves
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as member of the Senior Advisory Council of the Dictionary of African Christian
Biography (DACB.org) and Contributing Editor of the Journal of African Christian

Biography (JACB), projects based at the Center for Global Christianity and Mission,
Boston University School of Theology.
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