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5 The Prophetic Elements p
(I In The Teachings Of Jesus, j

:i - I
I Preface.

>1

i This thesis is an unpretentious attempt
ito assemble the prophetic teachings of' Jesus for the ' 
.purpose of determining as far as possible what was actually 
{prophesied for the futpce. That part of Jesus’ fore- I 
tknowledge which deals with His resurrection from the dead : 
tfwill not be considered for two reasons, (i). A discussion of’ 
?this would lead to argument concerning the Trinity; but 
"here I take for granted' th© divinity of Christy and His?
' resurrection, (iil. Those who admit the va>lidity of the 
preceeding assumtion look upon the prophecy of' His death 'I 

iand resurrection as already fulfilled, hence there is no "
II need for argument,. j

In the eschatology of the Gospels, how- ;; 
lever, there appears, even at a glance, many conflicting j 
* elements, many sayings which are highly repugnant to the ' 
!moral as well as to the aesthetic, sensibilities, and many 
'Conceptions which seem not, only tp reflect, sane of the 
^crudities ©f' ancient Hebrew eschatology, but. also to clash 
’with our philosophical ideas. Starting on the-assumtion 
.that Jesus was divine and had a real knowledge of the plan 
iof the Father, and believing that the true teachings of' 
;Jesus are not lost entirely, nor to any serious: extent,' in 
jthe personalities and style of' the Gospel-writers,.'the



.main question before us is, "What did Jesus teach concern- ij 
j'ing future things '
’ s

!• II '11

The General Character of New Testament Prophecy^ *jl 
! t 

I' In the studs of any topic, it is inevitable that!
{^general impressions should be made upon the mind. Some- ' 
times general impressions are correct, but often they are s 
misleading because of their lack of* definiteness. It would ;| ’i 

. seem that the Gospel-writ.ers, although they had very good , 
{ideas and methods in the practice of applied Christianity, i 
I had a small amount of exact knowledge concerning the sig- 
‘nifieance of many sayings of Jesus which they must have ;< 
; regarded as prophetic. Yet it is conceivable,that, in the 'j 

‘ interests of a rapid spread of the Gospel and of mutual ! 
helpfulnesK among the people of God, and in order that the

I Oriental tendency toward speculative abstraction might be [ 
1 furthered as little as possible, Jesus constantly avoided 
I lengthy discussions of His coming again. There are indi- . 
cations that He did so. (Lk.xvii.20'-, 21 and John xiv.5.,6.).

'ii&atthew XXV.. seems to be by far the longest reported con- 
j, sideration of’ the subject., and this passage appears more as 
1 an exhortation to untiring zeal on the part of' the dis- :
ciples than as an exact portrayal of' a future event. '

Those parts of Gospel prophecy which seems to i
I have made the most vivid impressions upon ths early church 
n and upon the popular mind are the ones which seem to have 
'' the smallest place in the Gospel narratives; that is to 
] say, such passages as Hk.ix.48f', Matt.xxv.51r46, 1 Cor.xv. ' 
5Qff. These vivid pictures of the second Advent of' Christ,-- '



.coming in the clouds of Heaven to judge the wcsrld, the ’ 
pictured bliss of' th© righteous,> and the tprtures of th© 
wicked, may be said to have a larger place in the popular 
mind than belongs to them. i

One of' the reasons f cr this is undoubtedly the ■ 
influence of Hebrew eschatology upon the disciples; Another^ 
which is highly important,' is the need of the church for a ' 
faith founded on no mere transcient joys, but upon the hope' 
for a reward, sealed by the approval of God, in the bring- j 
of which Christ shall make hidden things plain, free men 
from the bondage of sin, and give to men for eternity the jj 

.joys which now they possess only in the spirit. But it is ■ 
also evident that the highly figurative manner in which 'j 
this hope was expressed was potent, in making this phase of !, 
New Testament prophecy ths most vivid element in the f crwardl 
look of Christianity, even clouding the ever-present real- |« 

«ities of ths life of' service.
These vivid apocalyptic pictures, however, do not ? 

’'Contain the whole teaching of' Christ concerning the future, « 
jand the other ejJements are clearly indicated.(Mattox.7; xi. !j 
[12; Mk.xvi.28; John xii.Jl.'). These different elements, f 
which may be catalogued under thnee heads, (1). the rapid '■ 
'spread of the Gospel, (2). the destruction of' Jerusalem, J
,(3). the second Advent and- final consummation, were in the | 
(minds of' the Gospel-writers somewhat confused. This fact ,1 
I'is illustrated, for example, by the contrast between Luke* |i 
■ xvii. 20, "The Kingdom of God is within (in the midst of) !’ 
jyou\ and the paragraph immediately following, which deals ; 
jwith ths second Advent. To state it differently,-the pro- ; 
^phetio utterances of' Jesus with regard to the rapid spread *' 
of the Gospel, the destruction of Jerusalem, and His' coming 

[again, are much intertwined and entangled in hhe Gospel- i 
^narratives,- because ths writers, in ths narrowness of their r h



I 
}■ 

d

4. I 
horizon and< undei? the influence of their inheritance from { 

.jJudaism, had no clear idea of the full significance of the 
nords they recorded. . !■

If- we except the idea that the writers recorded j, 
'their data sincerely with just a reasonable amount of ‘ 
'their, own personality refiected in the work, then E think i 
I it is tp be conceeded that. Jesus taught and sanctioned ths 

’.teaching of' all three parts of' what I have called His pro- 
liphecy, putting in his teaching, however, the greatest 
jemphasis upon the present and practical needs of mankind, ; 
i, so that, the great.er. number of prophecies are of the immed- 
Iiate, rather than upon thedistant future. For I believe 
[that His main object, as reflected in ths Great Commission, 
I was to inspire and to send fcrth a band of- Christian work- 
;ers rather than a band of mystics and dreamers. J

She determining factcr by which a decision con- ’’ 
’'cerning the meaning of' any passage may be most safely made ' 
*r believe may be found in the dominant idea or theme of' its, 
■'context. ■'

(
ffhat did Jesus teach concerning the relative rap- ‘ 

. idity of' the spread of the Gospel ?- Let me quote a few ■ 
•'passages which seem to bear upon this subject.
i: Matt.X.22 & 2^, ”He that endureth tp the end, thef
‘same shall be saved.......Ye shall not have gone through the , 
■ cities of- Israel, till ths Son of man come.®

Mk.xiii.lO. “ffihe gospel must first be preached ' 
unto all nations.."

Matt'.iv. Vf, Kingdom of' Heaven is at hand."! j
Lk.xxi.32."This generation shall not pass away 

till all these things be accomplished."’ ,
Uatt.xxiii.36«."^ll these things shall come upon j 

this generation."'

i
I*



il 
Matt^xvi.23. "There are scene -of*’ them that stand ij 

here who shall in'-.ao wise taste of’.death tiLI they see the ii 
,Son of' man Goming in his kingdom.’' ,j

5“ Matt.XXV^13.,, Mk.xiiii.33-- "^atoh^ therefore,.. '
jjfor ye know not the day-nor the hour/’ 1

John.iv.35.. "Look on the fields,, that they are ; 
;white already unto harvest’^ Also Lk.x.2., and Matt.ix.38. J

I Between Matt,x.23 and Mk.xiii.lO Professor Voij j
‘Dobschuta sees an inoonsistenoy. If, however, the words of : 
jMatt.x.23- are addressed to the disciples, and though the i 
i'Word- ;-be translated even ^en, the passage need not be i 
|eon3trued. to indicate that the entire world will never be 1 
j: evangelised, such an interpretation being contrary to the : 
ispirit of the great ComiQission, "Go ye, therefore, and make j 
jdisciples of all nations” as well as to the universality of { 
‘the Christas invitation to sinning humanity. Moreover, it. } 
i'is highly, probable that Jesus’ intent was to express the 1 
iSneed of diligence,* the idea; being that they will always be 
able to find opportunity for spreading the Gospel. The 
peculiar phraseology of the text is due to the uncritical 

t enthusiasm of-the writer. The natura)] conclusion is that [ 
both the rapidity with which the Gospel will spread, and . 
the interval before the return of' Christ at the consumination 
of all things, depend directly upon the faithfulness and 
diligence of Christian workers.

In Matt.iv.i7, the Greek werd » trans­
lated ”at hsHd't signifies "to be near”’ that is to say, with-i 

I in reach. This and other similar expressions’were taken by.! 
•the Christians of the apostolic age to indicate such a 'i 
irapid acceptance of’ the faith that the coming cf- the end ofj! 
■days would be during the span of' their own earthly lives,- t 
but i mention the passage to indicate that Jesus by His ii



i

MifB was bringing' Heaven, as an experience of' the seal, 
within the reach of'every man. Thus,.th9 ability of^the >: 
Gospel-message to gain ground, it is intimated, depends 
partly on the willingness of' men to seek the Kingdom, and J 
to be naturalised there-in. ■(

The next three selections, Lk.xxi.52, Matt* ‘| 
xxiii*56, and Matt.xvi.23,'seem to have much in common. Let || 
us consider them one by one. In Lk.xxi, we seem to have a n 
very good example of' editorial confusion, special note of 
which will be made below/ The chapter apparently falls intoE 
two parts, thus; verses 1-24, and 25.-57, but so apt is the ' 
'52nd verse as a conclusion to the first section that net to'i 
interpret it as belonging there is to do violence to reason! 

,Lt has, therefore, little bearing upon the eschatological 
/problem. Matthew’s rendering of the same idea occurs in . 
<!a context different fron that of Luke xxi, but the chapter 
jimmediately following is parallel to Luke xxi; and Matthew J* 
'xxiv.54. repeats xxiii.56, in the same way as it is men­
tioned in Luke. Of the two similar verses in Matthew, 

''xxiii.5^- probably express3is the mind of Jesus more nearly.
in the prophecy concerning the desolation of Jerusalem, 
than does xxiv.54, in its extravagant and highly figurative', 
setting. Unless both Matt.xxiii. and xxiv refer to the ,, 
destruction of' Jerusalem; or both,to the final consummation !■ 
of- all things, the passage in question,, although restated 
in a different manner, cannot beulong to both chapters. 1 ,
Now, xxiv is definitely given to the task of teaching’ ^on- ' 
cerning the second coming of Christ by the text of' veij'se 

'three, containing the question, "What shall be the sign of 
'thy coming and of' the end of the world ?” but .xxiii, oh the ' 
contrary,, is more easily understood as a reference to the j:

.end of the Jewish hieaach^, in spite of verse 55b, "How 
shall ye escape the judgment of Gehenna (Gr.)?”; which



1.
verse is of uncertain meaning. j

Satt.svi.28, considered in the light of i 
' Mk.xiii..lO,“"The Gospel must first be preached unto all the 
''nations"- is a remarkable declaration, especially if taken j 
literally; i. e^,"There are some of those standing here • 
who shall in no wise taste of death till they see the Son ' 
of man coming in his kingdom." It is impossible tp ccn- 
strue it in connection with the verse preceeding, namely^ 

/Tor ths Son of' man shall come in the glory of his Father 
with his angels; and then shall he render unto every man 
according to his deeds."- To do so wowld be to present the 
difficulty concerning a prophecy from the lips of Divinity 

!; which was not fulfilled. On the other hand, we are not j 
' justified in discarding either verse absolutely, for both |l 
! are parts of that general impression concerning -Jesus' '■ 
'sayings after the pattern of which the disciples uncon- 'i 
isciously interpreted the several different prophetic utter-I 
ances of Jesus. i*ie can,therefore, feel justified in hold-' 

, ing that, verse 28 means one of two things. (1) Soise who ' 
stand here shall live to see the Gospel a triumphant and ® 

iccnquering force in the affairs of men (2).. Some of those, ij 
I now present, shall not be overcome by the power of sin, butj- 
,shall ccme, by faith in the Son of man, into intimate J 
! communion with Him. If the former expresses the true sig- 
nificanee, then ths verse points to a rapid spread of the

;Gospel. g
In the case of both Uatt.xxv.l5 and Mh*3fiii. 5 

I* 55» which contain the command to watch with keen expectan- ' 
cy for the final, mysterious Day and Hour, the most natur- f 

' al meaning is that the rapid spread of the Gospel, and .|
1 therefore the final consummation, is dependent directly up-;; 
; on the zeal with which hopeful and expectant disciples pre-f 
’ pars the way in the hearts of men; just as when a man who j,



expects a guest,, prepares himself and his household, tjiat ' 
'th© Gomiug guest, may see, upon his arrival, nought but the ‘ 
best* 1 

John iv^55., referring t.o the har.vesttfield, r 
Lk..x^, and- Uatt^ix»57,33 sail attention to She fact*'that.

‘ the sorld of' folks was eager tss hear the word of salvation , 
I and would gladly reoeive it.x As swiftly as the soythe levels 

a field of rdpe grain, just so swiftly would the harvest of-'
* souls yield t.o the power of the Gospel.

To sum up: the evidence at hand seems to in- * 
, dioate that while a rapid spread of the Gospel and of i‘ 
increasing faith in Christ was t.o be expected, ths task^of i 

.[bringing the message to all men would be a tremendous 
undertaking, calcudated to tax the strength of Christian 

‘workers ta the utmost.. Yet.,the reign of- universal goodness, 
■cannot be instituted, nor can a perfect, and Godly society 
^come into existence until all men have had an opportunity 
.t.o accept the Gospel-message.

1! I, come now to the second division of the
I theme:.- Are there any prcsphecies relating to the destruction 
of Jerusalem,' and to the end of- the Jewish hierarchy ?>

I. be lieve that, there are such prophecsd.es.. ? 
'lOne of- them is found in Uatt.xxiii.l3-59r’ which includes 
the seven woes upon t^e scribes ®nd pharisees, and th® i 
lament concerning Jerusalem. In this passage, Christ con- ' 
demns the leaders of the people because of' their hypocracy,< 
their exaggerated emphasis upcm the necessity of keeping thi 
whole law, nhish caused them to put a vain emphasis upon i* 

,,the letL.er. of the law. The significant prophetic element.. 
is contained' in verses thirty-two to thirty-nine of- which ;; 
L quote a part.. ”$2 Fill ye up then the measure of i 
your fathers. 3J....-jHow shall ye escape the judgment, of

prophecsd.es


{Gehenna ? 34 Therefore, behold, I, send unto you prophets, ’ 
j and wise men and scribes: some of' them shall ye kill and J 
j crucify; and some of' them shall ye scourge in your syna- 
^gogues, and persecute from city tc e.ity.._.„..36 Verily I say 
iunto you, all these things shall come upon this generation. 
i38 Behold< your house is left unto you desolate."i Other 

if passages in the Synoptics are iiark xiii, which emits the i 
I; sweeping condemnation of'the Pharisees, Luke xis.O-44,

I which reminds the reader of the lament over Jerusalem in i 
'Matt.xxiii.37 and compresses into narrow compass the pic­
ture- of” ths siege of the city,^ and ,alBO Luke xxi.5,-24. 
Perhaps the^ least doubtful of the above mentioned referen­
ces to the fall of the holy city, at any rate,ths one that J 

;seems to admit of' only one interpretation is Lk.xix.41-44v J 
j’’And if thou hadst known,in this day,....the things which li 
!belong unto peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. i 
.Por the days shall come upon thee, when thine enemies shall! 
least up a bank about thee and compass.thea round,»and keep j 
I thee on every side, and shall dash thee to the ground, and. || 
'thy children with thee; and' they shall not leave in thee j 
■ one stone upon another^ because thou knewest not the time 
: of thy visitation.”' i

This last quoted reference is fairly trans- I' 
j parent, but the others are not. so cl ear Pop instance, a J, 
|, grsat question arises ccuGerning the connection of Matt.
xxiii ^ithxxiv. The problem is intensified by a comparison)! 
of' these chapters with Mark xiii, in which they seem to be J 
combined.

The chief differenceE between the chapters in** 
Matthew and that, in Mark seem to be as follows. The woes 
upon ths Pharisees do not appear in Mark. In Matthew, 
chapter xxiii.13-37 serves as the subject of' Jesus’’ ex­
planation in chapter xxiv; while in Mark xiii, verses 1 andj
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which passage ' 
we read, ”fhen, 
sign of' thy- | 
Mark, however,'

|2, serve as the introduction of verses 3-57? 
Jis the parallel of Matt.xxiv In Matt.xxiv 
It shall these things be? and what, shall be the
cosing , and of’ the- end of the world ?• " In
'(xiii..4.} we have only (as a reference to the desolation of t
Jerusalem), "??hen shall these things be?* and what shall be j 

jthe sign when these things are all about t.o be accomplished?'’
It beecmes evident, at once that ths most important differ­
ence is that which exists between the questions concerning 

‘the signs.
i In Luke's account, (chap.xxi.). the scene is
;iaid, net on the Scunt of Olives, but in the Temple. Here 
Jesus is represented as saying, in part, "The days will 
come, in which there shall notbe left here one stone upon 
an, other that shall not be thrown down.,"* The question 
arises immediately, "'^hen, therefore shall these things be?- 

iand what shall be the sign when these things are about to 
icome to pass ?’">
i A close study of the accounts in the Synop-
I tic Gospels not only serves to accentuate the difference 
between the questions in Matt.xxiv.3 and those in Mk.xiii.4 
and Lk.xxi.7 which have just beefi quoted, but it also leads 
to a certain consciousness of similarity existing between i 
all three of the narratives in which the questions occur.

! The similarity of the narratives, contrasted -with the dif- i 
ferences existing between the questions, leads at. once t.o i 
'a conviction and to a problem. Since the similarity is so ’ 
■extensive and striking, as even a brief' glance must show it i 
ito b©y the conviction is natural that the three narratives i 
are reports of the same discourse. Besides a mere textual i 

'likeness, there also appears in all ths accounts of- this 
idiscourse of Jesus', a rapid, and at first unperceived- trans­
ition from what purports to be signs of the approaching
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^cond coming of Christ, ^urthepmore in Mark and Luke, , 
all that intpoduoes ths questions concerning the signs and ;i 
the discourse that, follows is a reference 'tp the buildings jl 
of the temple and their coming ruin, while in Matthen, the • 
„only added idea is found in xxiii.55,"hhs rhetorieai ques-r ■ 
tiosr not necessarily a part of the main current of thought., [ 
■and perhaps: only a scornful and parenthetical addition to j 
-the idea of compiete woe, "How shall ye escape the judgment, fi 
of'Gehenna ?■"> It is evident, moreover, > that; in this chap- { 
'ter the thought, of- verse 54 is continued logically from <. 
verse 51; verses 52 and 55 appearing only as a parenthesis, ii 
,and not ho be interpreted as part of the main current of ■' 
{thoughts Hence, we may say that Matthew differs from Hark , 
jjand Luke chiefly in the nature of the questions called forth 
;by the remarks' concerning the destruction of the temple-.
; The problem is,-to restate it;-are those ques­
tions in their cariginal ferm implicit references to the 
fate of’ Jerusalem,? or to the last, hhings, or to both ?' «

' Relying upon the fundamental sssumtion that
‘all three accounts were written as reports of' Christ’s 
idoinga and sayings, but, that, they were colored by the, gen-^ 
'er.al impressions and personal biasses of' the writers;? it 
may be shown that it was the most natural thing in ths world'* 
for both great; ideas, ths one concerning Jerusalem alone,, jl 
and th© one involving esohatoiogy, to be suggested by the 
request for signs. ,i

The way in which Matthew arranges the text, is j 
logical and shows' what ideas, quastions and theories were ; 
associated and inter-related- in his mind. An analysis J 
'reveals this, that he associated the "woea"'^ with the destrus'r 
•tiOB of' Jerusalem. The "woes”' may well have contained a 1: 
rEsferance to the political int^^igues which were constantly f 
[fostered by ths Pharisees. Then Christ, aptly concludes,^ that, 
I

t



T2.

(Since the Pharisees have left, undone the great spiritual j 
tasks to uhich they were called, they are left desolate and 
FBithout consolation in the face of' cosing disaster.’ Qne is 
iJustifledr 1 tiling, in regarding this as a prophecy con^ 
icerning the actual destruction ofthe city,- which took place 
'in 70 A. D... but. it may mean only that, the spirit.ual condi-? 
tion of'■ the Pharisees was so far gone in decay that they ! 
must soon lose their prestige and cease t.o be of signifi- j 
cance as a spirit.ual f’crce among the feeople of' Israel. ' 
t It. is more human and natural to grasp the
jformer explanation, - since it is the more vivid and concrete.'; 
jj^areover, the analcgy between it and- the idea which the " 
■disciples had in common concerning the Second Coming is so Ij 
"great tharb, iihen in addition, - we find chapter xxiii pre- [t
^ceeded by a talk upon the Resurrection,.- and followed by a j,
.clear allusion to the destruction of the tcinple, the two 1' 
’questions seem to leap forth together,- “l^heh shall these 
things be and also,- "ffhat. shall be the sign of thy com- i:
ting ?"i The fact that a considerable interval of- time is 5
'thought; to have elapsed between the events of' xziii and S 
xxiv, does not hinder the conclusion that the two chapters i' 

’were related in the mind of the writer. '*
But Jesus taught more than the destruction of j 

.Jerusalem,' i’he Messianic hope of the Hebrews, as the disci-;i 
pies knew it, seems inadiquat.e to explain their cenfident j 
faith in the return of Clirist., unless He had at some tine j
told them that He would ret.urn, Ror can we say that, the |
conception arose by inference and allegorising from the dis-K 
courses upon the punishment of Jerusalem; for in the teach- j
.ings of; Jesus there is wrapped up a mystical insight into ![
the future which transcends the limits of nationalism and .1 
even time itself, and which lifts the religious thinker 
above the conception of mere earthly justice, into the life
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.of as ideal,' yet real, kingdom-the heritage of- the true 

.sons of the father. In Matfc^xxiv, we observe that, there isi 
-a subtile transition from a discussion of'a national erisie 
sto 3 Quiversal and thoroughly esohat.alogical discussion. In 
fast,- the transition is so subtile that no distinct point 
'can be indicated at which the discourse changes from the 
former directioii to the latter, .since the two ideas seem t.c 
have been confused in the mind of the -writer.- Ths reason 
for’ this oonfusion is clear; for ths the disciples all ex- 
'pscted Christ to ret.urn speedily, which idea was in turn 
'supported by their unbounded optimism and the hope that ths 
rapid spread of the Gospel would render that speedy coming 
possible. In the account of Hatthew, the real transition 
from the one teaching to the other, if there is one, must 
be found is the two questions in xxiv.5, the second one 
Immediately crowding out the former because of the greater 
'interest which attaches tc it, as well as their pr-actical 
ddentifioat.ion by the writer.

In comparing the passages in hark and Luke 
’which parallel watt.xxiv, we find that, while most of- the 
criticisms of- Uatfe.xxiv apply to the parallel cases also, 
the line of demarkation in the latter between the two points 
already discussed is very much clearer- than in the former 
case. In Mark’s Gospel, the transition begins with verse 
four-teeii, and in Luke, with verse twenty-faur. compar­
ison of the texts of- Mk.xiii and Lk.xxi, after’ this divi­
sion is mad:e, makes more apparent the confusion of ideas 
mentioned above. It is not within ths scope of- this paper 
to t3ke up these inconsistences at length, but. -the object is 
att^Eined fca: ths present., in indicating them as additional 
proof of ths uncertainty of apostolic test.imony an the sub- 
jeaf of egehatoiogy,--a testimony from vihich we are endeavor.- 
ing to discover such elements of Jesus' prophecies as will 
indicate their c-cntenjl and aim.;
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tee neat th© faot. of the a^iove-iaentioned trans 
iitipn from one these to another so apparent^or the matter j 
!<af fast introduction concerning the tasple so far, feos the 
^suggestion of" a: great world eataolysm^ ths Gospel-writers 
.sight, be accused of largely embeljlishiag a plain prophesy 
|of' a wise sage whose insight sight have been derived from , 
lithe ^rewd analysis of’ the political situation^ An exam- ; 
‘ination of Mk.xiix and of Lk,xxi, haiever;, makes clear that; i 
khish appears faintly in ttatt.xxiv,* namely, that, the force , 
„Gf a strong analogy caused- ths two prophecies to be com- ! 
’blued; in Matthew, by actual blending^; in Mark, by ths coni- ! 
tfusiem of' cartadn detailes of' an apocalyptic nature^ (see : 
^Mk.xiii^S and 10).^' and in ^ke, by a change of view-point 
ijas-sudden as it is: unheralded, for between the dates of ’
iverses 24 and 25. milleniums pass by. i
j' The conclusion is, therefore, that. Jesus did j
|dsach something very definite concerning the Last Things^ 
ilof which the evidence of these cha-pters is: only a part- 
jl There is a passage in John's Gospel,Cii.l8r22)^
‘'which is reminiscent of those we have been considering.,.- but I 
it; apecifically refers to Christas’ resurrectlpn and is so | 
far' removed- in thought, from the other' passages as to make 
a connection seem farced. I ,

I The third, and by far the most extensive,' div-‘
ision of the theme concerns the more distinctl^a eschatalogi-; 
cal part New Testament prophesy^- lihat did Jesus t.each 
as to His' coming' agafin ?> The question is a complex one, 
involving several considerations,' as follows, (i). Did Jesus i 
teach anything^definite concerning the Kingdom of Heaven 
'other, than that it; exists subjectively in the heart, of the > 
believer ?* (11). ilhat. did Jesus teach concerning the resur­
rection p (iiil l?hat. dldjs' teach concerning' a. judgment



J (iv'O/ flhat. is the reward of- the just,, and the-fate of’ th©
J unjust,, aGGording to Gospel reports: of Jesus’ sayings ?■ j 
' Ths fallosii^g test, series ts indioate the .
i foundation for the idea that the king'dom of heanen exists '
1 subjectively tn the minds of’ believers. !
j Ck.xvii..20-..21,. "The kingdoffl of God conieth not.S
I with observation....i...The kingdom of'God is within you.”* I 
f The kingdom of' heaven Cor God-t is sometiHies ,
mentioned as if' it were an ideal and Godly social bond,-

I existing as part of' th© present order of" things.
, 1. ^att^xi.l2v "'From the days of John,, the Bapr
txst; until now,f the kingdom of" heaven suffereth violenoeJ^i j 

2kMatt.xii.23y- (cf.^ Lk..xi..2Q;*) "if L,- by the
II Spirit of God, cast omt demons,- t^en is the kingdom of" God 

come upon you."'
,, 3* If we aooept. 'the sarginah reading coneerning
, Lk*xvii.29-.,21, we have "The kingdtm of God is dn the midst
I of ■ you."i
; 4k. Matt..xiii.. The parables of this chapter give
.this impression conoerning the kingdom..' They are- The Sower, 
The Tares, Ths Mustard-Seed, The Leaven,^ The Hidden Trsas- u

,urB,-Ths Pearl of Great Price,-and The Het.
5. - Mk.iv. The parables of’ this chapter give tSisj'

impression also. They are- The Sower., which parallels ths '' 
first, parable in Matt.xiii.,- The Growth of a Seed, and The 
Mustard-Seed, the counterpart of which parable is in Matti 'j 
xiii* ■'

6. John xii.32k "1.,- if I be lifted up, wiill drswi
all men untp me."’ ‘

J 7- John viii.53. "’Abraham rejoiced to see ay day.’
,i The kingdom of heaven is mentioned,’ it may
iseem,’ as a community of souls into which death is the iniV; 
'tiation.
' _ 1. hk.xxiii.45.. "|ip-day,Lshalt t.hou be wi^h me^ _

1
I,
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I Sioms passages may be int.epppetpd t.o indiGat.e
; tbat tj^e kingdom is sacflosed ititjiis boundaries anB has 
! a def-init^ "geographicallooahioa*

!i 1.' Matt.vi.lOv in contrast tp verse 9.,where the
I Greek word for heaven is in ths plural, has the word in 
jjthe singular,.. '*As in Beavgny so on earth.”’
j 2.-^att..v^i7, “Tall Heaven and earth pass away’h
I HattiXvi*i9, ’^^Vhatsoever thou shalt. bind on
I earth shall be bound in heaven.”’
, 4. Mat.ttxviii.lO’,' ^hln heaven, their angels do
I always behold ths face oi my Father who is in heaven..
: 5.- ^k^vii^r "iknd -looking up into HeaveUi.”*
iThis is not a saying of' Christ's, but is inserted as a side 
'light upon the author’s view-f

6.. Lk.vii23. "Behold, yoisr reward is great in
jHeaven."
; T. John iii.J5- "iio oiie hath ascended into
Heaven but he hhat descended from Heaven*®

8. Matt.2svi.29. "'L shall net drink of' the fruit
!of th©'Vine until I drink it, new with you in sy Fatker’'S
; kingdom."'
: Some t.exts,' in themselves^’ are ambiguous.
' lx Matt.xxiii.l?-.. "^Ye shut, the kingdom of' heaven

‘'against, men: for ye enter not in yourselves, neither suffer 
!‘ye them that are! entering t.Q enter*"
f 2."Our Father who art in heaven*"! Matt*vi.9.

5. hk* xi.2,. "Thy kingdom corned’ !
4. John 2iv*2, "in my Father^'s boase are many j

mansions.*.'iXLlgo to prepare a place f-cr ypu."’ ,
5. »’Sod is not. God of* the dead but of hhe living."'! 

Matt. xxii*52.
,1 6-. John xyiiiuJS* kingdom is not of' -this ,
world ,__
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7. John xi. 25f» ”He that believeth on me, though ii 
he die, yeiZ- shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believ- I 
eith on me shall never d^e."^ a

1 
' At least, one text, Lk.xvii.2Q‘, 21., if-the
currest translation is Gorr.eot;r. is indicative of the sub­
jective nature of' t;he kingdom ujf' heaven* John xviii^J^, 

I'“fly kingdom is not of' this worlds'"' may also be taken in *
jjthis sense. It. is highly probable that we may sorrectly /
assert, that Jesus intended to convey this meaning, since it ll 

, is in harmony with the spirit, of' his life and teaching*. i!
iiOertainly there is a community and harmony of ideas, of f
I feeling,-and of'volitional impulses in onr religious es- ■! 
Jperiences which suggests the reign of an inward Lan. The f 
phrases, “kingdom of heaven't and “kingdom of Sod” are ins {j

J. such common use in^the Gospels as to suggest that Jesus 5
f;muat have made free use of at least the 'term kingdom. Hence!
II he hardly would have confined himself t.o its use in this 
"highly figurative manner.. In other words, Jesus implied
, more concerning the 'ikingdom“than that it exists subjective- 
, ly in the mental states of- the believer. ;

In spit.e of the unsystematic nature of the re- 
cord, the fact appears that soaething definite was taught [' 

j by Jesus concerning a social state called “the kingdomlt ![ 
(That this idea is necessary to say conception of' Christis ’

«<jilord-ship need hardly be said, but to describe that kingdom 
"in precise t.erms is a much more difficult, task* By a glance 
, at. the evidence, however., we learn that the kingdom of'God

'^Divine regency.
bound together in the spirit of- love for God and fellow­
man, and recognizing God as the supreme Ruler and Guide | 
would seem t.c be what is implied in this idea of the kingdom!..

was understood by the Gospel writers to mean an ideal sociall 
I'bond, existing as part of the present order ofc things, under* 

Thus, for example, Christianity aft large,
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In its beginning, absolute perfection is neit implied,, but 'I 
all is conceived of^ as good until an "enemy sowed tares"- in' 
the field. Therefore, all is God’s Kingdom frcan the be- t 
ginning. The kingdon ia cospaeed t.a a seed which ia sprout.4 

I ing and growing is tender, and subjected to a hard fight i 
for life, but, the final result is a sturdy and healthy treej 
That, which gives the kingdom p^wer of' growth and successful! 

' rssistasss is the regency af Christ, in the spiritual sense.,! 
(John xii.52..). Lt is implied that the kingdom existed [j 

[ from earliest, times, for Abraham saw it (John viii...55},. and'' 
was considered, not as the founder, but as the special in- '* 
str.ument by whom and in whom the first forward and upward L 

[ impulse was given. Tnis idea of' the kingdom is in harmony 
,, with the conclusion reached in the first, section of the *' 
I thesis, (see page 3.), and also of necessity includes organ-h 
[ ically the idea that, ths kingdom exists subjectively in the!' 
' mind of the believer as an inner assurance of the unfailing-' 
presence and regnant power of’ Godj. for while the subjective!! 
conception is not. necessarily prior, in time t.o the social, 

, it is, so far as the individual is concerned, logically 
’ antecedent. i;

We find now that a conclusion has suggested j! 
1 itself which is self-consistent, except for certain figur­
ative passages,, including Christ’’s word to the dying thief, u 
and the story of Dives and Lazarus. It is true that ths 5 
parables of Uatt.xiii and Mk.iv are figurative, but there 1 
is this difference; the one set of figures have as a basis >; 

. the crude imagery of traditional Hebrew eschatology, while t] 
I the other contain a paralleliss to human experience which * 
,1 is easily follciwsd. In other words, a good simile is more S 
easily understood than a poor metaphor. The iaiplisations S 

. of Lk.xxiii.45 and of Lk.xvi.1?-51 are of such vague and j 
j doubtfull meaning as t.o render any arbitrary judgment based

£
I
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jj upon them unfair. It insgy even ba doubted that Lk^xvi^l9ff 
is genuinely prophetis. Then© are good phiiosophieal 
grounds for believing in the immortality of ths soul^< but.

11 there seems little evidence in the Gospels ooncerning the 
j.stats of' the seal after the dissolution of the body. Much 
1'might be inferred from the scene of Transfiguratioai.(Matt. 
|Svii,l-8> Mk^x.2-3^>' Lk.ix.28-561. as also from Matt.22ii.,52- 
|3nd JohniXi.25f-which 1 have classed as ambiguous.'
* L HOW cone to those passages which recognize
.(the kingdom of' heaven as locally determined. It. would 1)
?appear that on this point, there is reason to suspect, apos- 
jtolic inconsistency and confusion. In this class of pas- 
jissges, (see page l£b) the singular and ths plural of the 
Greek word for heaven seem to be used interchangeably, a 
notable example being in,Matthew’s version of the Lord’s 
Prayer. Again, heaven is mentioned in contrast to th© ! 

I earth.. Again, it is mentioned as the dwelling.-plaoe of the j 
ji angels. It is thought of. as the place where rewards and ! 
[punishments are meted oiEt^^ It is described as the nevi j 
•Girder to be instituted by Christ on his return. It is also,j 
iin thoughl^' at least, above; the place from which the Sop ; 
'cams,; and tp which Be afterwards went.' The nature of' these i 
I conceptions may be explained in two waysx No matter what f 
[t.erminology is used in speaking of God’s kingdom,.--terms !■ 
■suggestive of time and space relationships are necessary. I' 
;The analogy,' then, between the Old' Testament s,aiGaptibn of j. 
the Messiah’'s kingdom and a spiritual kingdom which,, at the J 
end of time,'would become universal among men would be veryj, 

?close. Therefore, it would not be surprising if the dis- J 
ciples were lead adt.ray by the force of' ths an^og’y to Ij 

I'think of' the kingdom as a place, and so to read anthropo- 
'■morphism into the God-head, and materialistic emesptions Ij 
into ph© idea of the kingdom of- heaven., iOh th© other hand'^

if
'I
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fin the Gontemplation of spiritial matters, as also in the
J act of. worship,, a .certain amount tafv sonerete obsechivity is J 
[ demanded .by the mind. Thus,„ Christ, as..a revelatican of'Godi| 
tta the physical senses, snpplemenhs adequateiHy th© work of .| 
tthe Spirit in the inner life. An act of worship, such as ; 
kEeeling,^^® hut, the outward projection of that which is

tion ?•

?or when they shall rise from the desd?|

II

ffhat. did Jesus teach concerning the resurrec-

direct stress 
resurrection, 
ressurection, 
but the fact.

J within, -but without which mush of the significance of th®
I inward state would be lost* The eencaption of* a space-heav- 
'en may well be explained on this ground-

' Uatt.xxii.50^ ”In the resurrection.,.”
ii Mk.xii.25. ”i
j; Ck;.xx.57”Th‘at-the dead are rai^id.5
11 John v.28f. "Marvel not. at this^ for t;he hour 
I’cometh, ^i-n which all that are' in the tombs shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth.y

John Xi.25.. “i am the resurrection." 
J.esus seems to have laid little 

' so far as the Gospel-rscord shows, upon the 
"It is necessary to believe that he taught a 
since not only do the Gospel^writers agree, 
seems to be woven into the very fabric of New Testament 

ipthoughi It is certain that he never denied it, else this 
great eschatological hope must, have been snuffed out 1. The 

„ resurreatioa of the body is implied in many ways in the 
‘ apocalyptic passages,.

Whenever the resurrection of the body is men­
tioned direatly to Jesus, a subtile indirectness is notice­
able in his reply, and this indirectness is so consistently 

ji represented with regard to other things also as t.o make the 
''Gospel report appear genuine in its representation of' fast 
I in this case. This apparent indirectness was observed in

1



;iJgsug‘^ tpeatiaent of the question coHcernxng the relation \| 
'^between his return and the spread of ths Qospsi'-ssssage.. j 
*j The following explanations are possible^. Jesus r

have wished to teaoh of two resurreotions: one;-'synonyi^-! 
ijous with t;he new birth; and the other, the resurrection of I 
I'the body. The fdrst, idea may be the interpretation of 
{John xi*2^, but t,he verse,then is in strange eospany.; If 
I‘hs taught the first without ths second, it mtfst be said j 
dhat his remark to Martha, as reported, compared -with her j 
Istatement which occasioned the remark,and with.his G»n actI' h
fin raising Lazarus, is exceedingly equivocal^ However, if *t 
I'we sonneoU verse 25. with verse 25, '^fhy brother shall rise Ij 
’’again,- Jesus meant tp s.3.^ only that through his- life,. ! 
.iministr.y, and death nas the objective resurrection and eter-S 
Jnsl life made possible,- for these priestly and propitiatory t 
’’.acts were the only objective means of salvation. It. is iI [very true that. Jesus did connect the Sew Birth with the I 
[idea of a change from death to life; e.g^^,(^phn y,-25J- ’’The | 
:hour. cometh, and no^ i&,whsn the dead shall hear, the voice j 
!of the Son of God;; and they that hear shall live This 1 
leontrasts vividly with verses 23 and 29 of this same chap- ‘ 
ter, and I believe that here is where the real emphasis was j 
put. by Jesus,, for reasons stated above;- namely, that Jesus’^ 
jChief concern was tin make the needs and opportunities of' 
the present real^.. Thus, he told his followers to seek aftex^' 

j‘’^fche kingdom of 8od and His righteousness'^ and all else i* 
[iwould follow as a matter of course, ths "kingdom'^ being ua- S 
"derst.ood as the spiritual-social stat.e of' the Chri^tisn.. >! 
lOn the other hand,^ it is t.o be satceeded that, he taught a I 
.[resurrection from physical death alss» This is to be iur- '] 
■jfBrred from the passages quoted at. the head- of' this sectionj. 
jThe idea is in harmony with New Testament thought also^- but a 
(iif Jesus had spoken against such a belief,' his aftit.ude j
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must, have appearea as-.a discordant element, in the Gosjjels. ■' 

„ Again, the impression of a double significance in the idea j! 
..of-resurrection is given by the words in John Vi28, ”^ar- “
vel not. at. t.his->”i That is t© say, that what, has just been i* 

j-written is wonderful, but more wonderful still is the re- '■ 
■isurrection of the body. Verse 29. of this chapter might. i! 
':be construed (see Rev.xx.4-6,15) to indicate two separate S 
'‘resurreotion^s but it seems to me that the natural inter- | 
|! pret.at.ion points to the use af\ the term resurrection as ‘ 
raetaphorioail,Indicating that while all are raised,' yet, all !

. do not share ths same fortune. ;

: iVhat did Jesus t.each concerning judgment ?■ i
I The following citations say answer.
1, 1, Mattixxv.51-55 "But, when the Saif of man shall ,■
'come in his glory.-...before him shall be gathered all na- j' 
jttions'; and he shall separate one from another: as a shepherds, 
'separateth the sheep from the goats.'b s:
j 2'.>Mh.tt,v.22 "(He), shall be in dang'er of the E
!-Judgement."' j,
; 5- Hatt.X.15.- "It shall be more tolerable for ths
land of' Sodom and Somorrah in the day of judgment than f'^ir J 

^that city." • *[
4. Matt..sxiii.55' shall ye escape the judgmento 

! of- hell?^*h
j. S: Matt.xix.28 “i¥e shall sit upon twelve thrones, i|
II judging the twelve tribes of- Israel^."-’Gf.; Lk.xxii.5^.i ’’

6. Matt.xii.52 "St. shall .not. be forgiven him.^..; 
in the world to ecsse."’

7. John V..29 "They that have done g'cod,Xshall j! 
come), un-to the resurrection of lifep and they that, have don^

^ evil, unto the resurrection of; judgment.’b I
8. John v.g4 "Oometh not. into judgment,,’ but hath t

. ''passed froni_dcath unto life.^’. _______________ ,j.. -- "



 
'i ”” •" “

I John "Now is the judgwent of’ this’ w celd:^
inow shall the prince of-this world be east, ongj'* |
i W.; John xiiw 48., "The worSitthat. 1. spake, the ‘

i’same shall indg'e him in the last day..?^ I

J Of the ten passages cited, John xii.51 seems t.p
jmake the judgment ecntempoEaneous with the transgression or 
'!©lse places it within the compass of manls earthly existence! 
or , again, gives it a unique and- peculiar relaticn to the 

“ministry and passion of Jesus.. The .context in which the 
[•passage occurs gives t.o the last, idea the greatest plaus- 
'ability. !

I The 48th verse of the same chapter seems to place
Ithe judgment, at. the’last. day'. Ths statements are,* on the i 
[surface,' radically opposed and usequivoeal; but they are not 
ineoessaEily so. Verse 51 obviously deais with the present 
jigeneral recognition of the sinful nature of man, which was ,i 
ivivified and filled with added significance bytthe death of;! 
phrist. Therefore,, the sinful man is conceived to be liv- i| 
|iag in a state of divine probation under judgment, frnia the I 
|burden of vihich, by God's grace and through faith and re- !; 
[pentence he has the privilege of becoming free. ,
i Verse 48 refers to the objective judgment, of thCj!
iworld^. This, with Matt..xxVi5J-55, x.ix^ xxiii.55, and^ 
lxix.28 include the following data. The "time"! is the’-'last 
|day'.' The judgment follows immediately aft.er the resarrec- 
itioUi The apostles are to share in the process of judging 
■Israel. Punishment of the unjust, will follow the grand 
jassizGi Judgment has the double significance of judicial 
prooeedure, and- the administration of justice by punishment^
I John V.24 is more in harmony with present.-day
[thought,» in that it conserves the idea that an pmuisGient 
;and omnipotent God need not hold court to determine the 
[merits and demerits of his subjects, nor even to administer .    .   -_a.-
! i

I



,,universal justice. John v.29 easily have this signi- , 
.;f-ioanee alsa. ■ i
a -A careful exaisinahion of the Gospel tsf John '
'seems to show that., whije many of the reported sayings ;of 
jOhrist are ambiguous to a slight, degree, making it, doubtful | 
'‘as to whether'they do or do not refer fc.o the day of judgment) 
ithe general conception of the last things -lacks much of' ths 
-anthropomorphism and-materialistic imagery of ths( Synoptics. 
;That the spiritual conception was of greater importance to 
fJesus is illustrated in John xi^24 in his. reply to Martha’s 
■expression of faith in the physiaal resurrection. He does j 
not here deny the implied stat.ement of fact but. adds to it 
'a spiritual conception.

Ohat, theuj waa Jesus’ teaching cannot, be de- i 
't.ermined from Gospel evidence with any certaiMy, - but what- 
Jever it was, it was neither systematic nor thoroughly scien- 
[tific in the modern sense of the term.' He used popular j 
•ideas and enriehed them instead of overturning them. How ; 
‘much is the back-ground of tradition and how much is Jesus’ ■ 
teaching eannot.^.b© accurately estimated-. It; is notiths ! 
■function of t^is paper to dogmatism and to do so in this I 
matter is' hasardous. The imagery of' Matt*jfsv is inEompstibl'e 
with a lofty conception of^ the Infinite, - but; the Gospel- 1 

,writers evidently sa^ no inconsistences, although Christ'’s 
jjt'eachin^ was to them like ‘’mysteries^t and “dark sayings”’' j 
In many instances. The most that san be said is that. Jesus i! 
'sanctioned' both the spiritual and the mater^isiistio views' ! 
jn so far as h© did not absolut.ely set, aside the traditional 
ivien.' If we take a survey of the whole range of the Gospel’ 
on both this matt.er and that, of the resurrection:,* we- gain | 

[.the general impression that a day of'resurrection and 'judg- ■ 
'ment. is prophesied-. Further light; may be obtained by a 
•study of the- font.une or destiny of the just's,;and‘ of;the un^ i
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I- Ln fchB consideratiioii of' l^his' question^.' those .|
[.already eonsiderad- unite'^* for. the answer must, be to some , 
(degree dependent, udoi' thera^ The fiollowing passages: have a .i 
[,possible bearing upon the s,ub.ieot^‘

!<■ yatt,vi..2. “tChey have their reward.'h
E 24 Ma^‘t.vl.4^6 "Thy Tather who seeth' in secret. shaiQ.
SrscoffipenBe- thee."( !
[j 5* Matt*x.41 "fie that; receiveth a frophet; in the ■
^'nasie of a .prophet^- shall receive a prophet’s’ reifard'.’** > 
■! 4t‘ Matt..v»22 "Svery one that is angry with his !
^brother,' shsDll be in danger, of the heli of fire* !

5;- Matti»x.28 "O'ear him who is able- to destroy both 
Isoul and body th hell’h
■ Matt*xiil*41f'' "They shall gather out. of his
.Ringdom all things that, cause stuinbTing'...t.*^and shall cast !
itheic 2nto the furnace of fire: there- shall be the weeping ■[ 
ian± the gnashing of teeth*. Then shall the rightwiBS shine 
[forth as: the sun in the kingdom cef- thsir Father^”' i'

7. Matt♦XXV.54' “Come, ye-blessed of my father;- f 
! inherit, the kingto prepared for; you from the foundation of J 
!the world*.”! |
! Si.. Matti*. XXV.41 "Depart, from ms,' ye cursedt,.- iht.ci
Ithe e-ternal fire."' '

9..Matt.»xxv.46. "These shall g© away ist® etprnal i 
'Punishment., but. the right.eous- iht.a eternal life;*'

104’ Mk*i2.48f’ "l/hers their: worm dieth not and the'
fine is not. quenched.”’

11.- Matt-XXV. 1-15’ The |?arabie of- the Virgins.
'12. Ll<..xil.47f "But. he that, knew not.,:’ and did things'

wcrthy -of stidRss;' shall be beaten with fewCbtripes:).."’
I' 15*. dohn vi.4O^ "This is ths oil of- my Tatheri,/ that
every one that; beholdeth the Son, - and believeth os him 

tshould have et.sriial life; and I will raise him up on the 11
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O.ast. it
14:*John viii^l2 "He that, followeth me*..^;.sh311 hsTs'!

^the light of- aixTe—: j
jj 15.* John X.28 "L give unta them eternal life and*
they shall never perish*"!
’ 16< John xi*25.f' "He that- believeth on me,! thcagh he''
tdie yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth and believeth sm 
Ime- shall never die.

■ 17-* John i7.*6. "They gather them, and cast, thsnn 
^ntiD th© fvire and they are burned*.^
* In an examination of- the seleotioBS from the t
iSynoptie Gospeibs, i th© following items' may be noticed.; I 
jt According to 1 and- 2,^ man gainff s certain amount,
isf- rewardand- punishment, in this present ‘MfB* Ihe sicked’ ' 
gain a reward- ccmsisting ofi- the temporary atimuiatibn ©f- 
their selfresteem.' The righteous gain a reward- in the ap- I 
proval of' CGjnsoienoa. 'i

p According to 3 and 12*, * degrees ©f' iteward- and
'punishment, are tpc be expected.
I 4*,« 5;®' 6', 0,1 and IO- describe themode of' fpini'sh^
jisent., 'I

By 8 and 10- the impression is' given that, the '• 
eternal suffering'; of' the wicked' is involved. J
; The jsErable o® the Virgins and that of’ the TkI- i
ients pictures puniishment. as' et.ernal separation fi^offl God-.. '| 
I In 7r’ the stat.ement; is* made that, the reward of* |
the righteous was planned from th® beginning of- Crsatibh* 
' In Jbhir’s report, of Jesus'’ teaching' on this sub- -I
ject„ ■ other elements' enters i-

In 13: and- 14^^ the reward of' the Just is eternal 
life.;
, The implication is contained' in j5, that; death is!'



the .snanishisent; <f’ the Unjust,./ li
1! The text:,' already much dtiseussed,' {16>). seems ij
to say thaV th©' righteous Hall be reviarded by the resur- g

.rectiou of’ the righteous' dead* unto eternal life,' and that ' 
, their appreei’atiofn and experience of' this everlasting' statej 
' IS realised,' in a limited- extent, in this present, life? as 
, it- sere;,- a foretaste of the future^ li
; The last, examplewuld seem tts teach through |
■ analogy th© total extinction cf' th© wicked-. J
I B’rtmn this mass of' seeming inconsistency is- it: !
! possible to construct the probable attitude of' Jesus' ?! It -
i is certain that, reward and punishment; comes iji the present, 'j 
; existence.' But t.he guilty are not the only ones to suffer., 'j 
! If we accept the idea of a resurrection, it. would seem tjiatj

we fasd' th© only adiquate solution in affinal ad'justment,
' of ths problem of- good and- evil after th© event,,' but' if- the, 
I belief' in the continuous and unbroken existence, of' th© soul' 
f be held^,' then a general judgment in th© distant' future ir 
' less attractive to reason than a separate act; of judgement- 1
■ for the individual at; the tims of the change of- death when! 
' the saal may be conceived' as passing csat of' its temp<3r£El j! 
' relatiimrship into that, reward which transcends th© i^Miaits

of- tSias and spase^ It, is evident, from person^ expeiijence J 
that, there are degrees of' rsward in tjhe present, existence,' i' 
and' warrent for the theory can be f'cund in scripture,. but. ‘ 

,f is this systfem carried- over int.o tfhe future ?■• Dante and '
'' others have thought so.‘ ffaivihg the discuasiQn of- th© |
'■ ethical and phiioEophical sides' of* the problem,' I would say
that the evidence on the subject, is* inaddquat^ tjo support, i 

I th© dcjgmatic statement, that, 'there will be in Eternity ddf- | 
i ferent. degrees pf saintliness' and- of' punishmentjj since* it 
I is not. necessary tp construe the futja?© tpnse of* any verb,, 
I other reasons' being absent;,- as* referring to- a far' distant.
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fiifeiro' txiue. Tbcse passages' wiEich describe the end of' the ! 
wicked as Esnia flames of' Sire are of' ti?GE In the :

; Synoptic Gospels,! the fire and the punishment aize ever:- | 
lasting^ In dohnpB Gospel,.:' the end is aGccsmplished' with j 

^ths second death of' the unjust:* In the ilatt^r,- therefore,' j 
we see the aposalyptis pistpres' of the Synoptists' toned Gcwr 
and their significance a'imcsst. nullified* At, any event,.i thej

' fire passages^ must, be classed with theacoenst; the Par- i 
‘ ausia in Matt.zxv*' All these pibtpre accsuntS)although c 
they make a powerfuLiappeal to the imagination,' are uniin- ! 
pressivB when we sasmsider that, such a csncoiurs© of' people 
on ths globe t<sr witness a local manefestation of- OiHne i 
salvation would be literally impassible* The conception .

'■ of eternal fibe is- illogical and impossible on the same
' ground', if we accept, tM consistently prevalent New Testa- j 
’ ment; testing' csncernihg ths^ establishment, of Sod’s kingdom’

on earth. Ne would- have to resort, to the Idea of' Paul in 
' 1 Thes*ivil4f' that; the righteous are caught up into the aic^ 
in order tp explain theapoealypt^t© litprat.ure on a literal ' 
basis,' and this esp>Ianatian also involves great: diffiault- 
iBK. Ih' contrast, to the claim that eternal suffering' is j 

' logical and right, as eternal bliss,,i it stay' be said that, • 
everlasting" extinction is a very logical antithesis of ever:-' 
lasting life* Again, - it. may be claimed that if the fadt. of !

I the sour’s immortality be- grahted-,- the et.erna’l existence in! 
misf€rt.une- of the unjust, soul ik as: reas.Gnable as' the ever-if 
lastinghess of- the right.eous^- but, is: also reasonable tp ‘ 
believe thatcGdd’s purpose will be as econcmieally fulfillec 
by the extihctibn of' those souls: who have denied themselves 
-the privilege of' life.* So far as et.ernal separation from 

'‘God' 1'3 concerned’,■ that ia implicit in all the more complete? 
>i statements and theories; but; since it- is a vague implication 

of' scripture,' the idea has little meaning’ alone*.' .1



In the midst, of' the heterogenions collection |i 
I'of’ ^ophetic and' apocalyptic' passages,* attempting to view S 

I all points in parspeetive', • ue ste able t.o dt^seern a certain '| 
gravitation caf' faith toward- certain ideas which; being ;! 

! recognised, clear the vision and give to the whole sssemb-r 
* lage of' material a semblance- of’ unit-j. It. is of' "this ‘ 
; general iiapressibn of unity rather than upon any particular.'! 
or striking text, that, the fairest, biasses of faith are made,

In the following' summary I. attempt to set. forth i 
the points which seein;.<-by -hheir agreement; Bitis the trend- of- 
Gospel teaching, to represent, the teachings of' Jesus on the 

iiguesticms already considered.'

I i< I
' Generszl .Summary* :!
i
' The first event which seems' to have- been pro-
■phesied by Jesus,to take place after his departure:,' was ths' 
.destruotion of' Jerusalem. This also appears tqr be the only' 
^reasonably.clear'political prophecy of- Jesusi The prophecy'i
I concerning' the evangelization of- the world- and the date of' ! 
I his coming again appears, 'when all things are considered, i 
I to place the latt.er at; the completion of' the former*; The !
I return of' Christ in some manner is both implicit,-, and ex- [ 

•' plieit, in hi's sayings, - and without, it,,- the resurrection and} 
judgment, are deprived of- much significance, but the manner f 

J, of' that; return is notpsettlsd,- in spite of- Acts i*lL. !!
The GonesptioHs involved in the ^ga^ousia' are , 

.;both complex and vague. Ths kingdcm of' heaven (br oft God) 
,we msy.be reasonably sure,- ik at. once the subjective exper- 
j ience- of - the Christian, - and the name of' eohlective Christ- ;! 
ianity which is thattideal soeial bond as yet. iiaperfectly 
realised.' It. is: reasonable to believe also that. Christ; I'



assurance
even miare 
eous will
anytfiisg they were ever able ta imagine.' Concerning the-
unjuat;- a like statement, is admissable, > that. th®y will re

" spoke cf' this .kingdom ss an ideal and universal order of .u' 
j, things,' Hhich should be'the climax or end tQKarn which ; 
history is proceeding,- and* that, - by seme manner of' inter:- 

; ventijon, he will bring it. to pass. However; - ws: have sees 
' that; the seriptjiral evidences for’ an exacts statement; of' the 
details of' the Paronsia and tire coming'th® kingdom are

‘ exceedingly easmtcsdibtsiry and- vague. There ik a sort; of' j 
assumptjtbnvthat. the scene, - or physical background' of' the 

’ new kingdom will be either, this earth or this: earth re­
constructed:.' i

ConcBrnihg the resurrection, - the idea of' 'hhe^ I 
' resurrectitan of' the body would seem tjP be» inescapable, ■ but. j 

even here sre find- a conflict wi'hh the t.eaching' of' the j 
SQUIDS' immortality, which seems to render the necessity of" | 

" the resurrection questionable. However, - we may assert.; withi 
j confidence',,- that Jesue taught.- coscenni'ng such a iTBSurrec- '| 
J tion as' would most adiquatly serve ths plan of' divine 
' Justice.. J
,, Still mcare unsatisfactory is' the evidence in the
; Gospels concerning the attit.ude ofr Jesus' with regard t.o the'| 
t judgment; and itp' eonsegueneesi ^hile the fact; of judgment. 
I' is unescapabla,,' the time and manner are unsettled^'- but; the , 
general impression left, in the minds of- the disciples was i] 
that, all men would be nudged- in one definite^ period’ of' timei 
set. aside for' the purpose, - aft.er. ths resurreetibn;and that/j 
then the future stat.e of- each individual wculd- be unchange-J 

ji ably fixed.' ' ,■
finally,'it seems that, all that, may be said witji 

concerning the reward- of' the just, is of' a natjjre ij 
general. It. is this, - that,.-the' worthy or right- . 
gain a rewaud everlasting and- far better than i
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oeive a judgurent. which will never be. set, aside,' and- whioh 
will be in exact, harmony with the demands of* univess^sl 

.Justice*.
> This: is as far as 1. think we are justified- in
carrying' our inferencsr, < if- we desire to prciceed in accord­
ance with the evidence culled from the reported sayings: of' 
Jesus, for’ virile the fact; of- the events are* apparently 
(sleariy asserted', - the problems- involving' questions: of' kind-, 
manner, < and meth cd-, < are never, settled. In other: words,,' we- 
are pointed; forward tp an expectation of-* certain events: and

I conditions; which are able to know in generic terras', - but. 
the specific answers to the questions- how,-when,-and where 
are not, afforded'; parable,> picture,! and apccalypse,; being 

^ghe material of'the prophetic veil the fut,ure through 
, which Quf: vision cannot, pierce..

I ■ . ■ 'ThS'-'gnd- '•
i
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