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' The Prophetic Elements f
0 In THe Teachings Of Jesus, l

Prefaece,

i This thesis is an unpretentious attempt
‘to assemble the prophetic teachings of Jesus for the
\purpese of determining as far as possible what was actually
prophesied for the futuse. That part of Jesus' fore-

' knowledge which deals with His resurrsctien from the dead
iwill not be considered for two reasons. (i). & diseussion of |
%this would Iead to argument concerning the Trinity; but )
"here I take for granted the divinity of Christ, and His:
‘resurrection. (ii). Those who admit the validity of the
preceeding assumtion look upon the prophecy of His death
tand resurrecilon as already fulfilled, hence there is no °*
yneed fer argument.

h In the eschatology of the Gospels, how-
ever, there appears, even at a glance, many conflicting
!elements, many sayings which are highly repugnant to the
Emoral as well as to the aesthetig sensibilities, and many
.conceptions which seem not only to reflect. scme of the
gcrudities of ancient Hebrew eschatology, but. alsc to clash ]
'with our philosophical ideas. Starting on the -assumtion
that Jesus was divine and had a real knowledge of the plan
|of the Pather, and believing that the true teachings of"
:Jesus are not lost entirely, nor ta any serious extent,. in
the personalities and style of Ehe Gospel— rwtors the
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{f‘ . ‘main question befcre us is, "What did Jesus teach concern- i
1 q ,* ing future things ?M .
! ]
i 51
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The Genmeral Character of New Testament Prophecy.

l
%
b In the study of any topie, it is inevitable that%
, general impressions should be made upon the mind. Some- :
times general impressions are correect, but often they are
misleading because of their lack of definiteness, It would !
- seem that the Gospel-writers, althcugh they had very geod J
éideas and methods in the practiee of applied Christianity, |
"had s small amount of exact knowledge concerning the sig-
rnifioance of many sayings of Jesus which they must have
¥ regarded as prophetic. Yet it is conceivable,that,in the
' interests of a rapid spread of the Gospel and of mutual
lhelpfulness among the people of God, and in order that the |
( Oriental tendency toward speculative abstraction might be !
ffurthered as little as possible, Jesus constantly avoided
| lengthy discussions of His coming again. There are indi-
;cations that He did so. (Lk.xvii.29,21 and Jobn xiv.),6.).
y Matthew xxv, seems to be by far the longest reported com-
rsideration of- the subject, and this passage appears more as
I an exhortation to untiring zeal on the part of the dis- !
ciples than as an exact portrayal of a future event,
Those parts of Gospel prophecy which seems to
 have made the most vivid impressions upon the early church
;and upon the popular mind are the ones which seem to have
. “the smallest place in the Gospel narratives; that is to '
| say, such passages as Mk.ix.48f, Matt.zxv.31:46, 1 Cor.xv,
: 50ff. These vivid pictures of the secend Advent of Christ,.

M =




I
{
—
'

‘; - - i i,

.coming in the clouds of Heaven to judge the warld, the
pictured bliss of  the rightecus,: and the tortures of the
wicked, may be said to have a larger place in the popular
pind than belongs to them. |
One oft the reasons fa this is undoubtedly the ;
influence of Hebrew eschatology upon the disciples. Anotherg
wvhich is highly important,  is the need of the ehureh for a i
faith founded on no mere transcient joys, but upon the hape!
for & reward, sealed by the approval of God, in the bring- i
|
i

of which Christ shall make hidden things plain, free men
frem the bondage of sin, and give tc men for eternity the
. Joys which now they possess only in the spirit. Buat it is
also evident that the highly figurative manner in which
this hope was expressed was potent. in making this phase of
New Testament prophecy the most vivid element in the fcrﬁari
look of Christianity, even clouding the &ver-present real- h
1ities of the life of service. !
These vivid apocalyptic pictures, hawever, do notd
’contaln the whole teaching of Christ concerning the future, @
ﬁand the other eilements are clearly indicated.(Matt.x.7; xi. q
¢12; Hk.xvi.28; John xii.31.). These different elements, |
which may be catalogued under thpee heads, (1). the rapid
'spread of the Gospel, (2). the destruction of Jerusalenm,
.(3). the second Advent and final consummation, were in the
tminds of the Gospel-writers somevhat cenfused. EBhis fact |
'is illustrated, for example, by the contrast between Luks |
xvii, 20, ™r'nhe Kingdom of God is within (in the nidst of) !
iyou , and the paragraph immediately following, which deals
'wlth the second Advent. To state it differently, the pro-
3phenwc utterances of" Jesus with regard to the rapid spread '
of the Gospel, the destruction of Jernsalem, and His coming
ragain, are nuch intertwined and entangled in Lhe Gospel- "
;narratives,‘becaase the ®riters, in the narrowness of their
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horizon and: underr the influence of their inheritance from
;Judaism, had no elear idea of the full significance of the
nords they recorded.

1f- we except the idea that the writers recorded
‘their data -sincerely with just a reasonable samount of
‘their own personality reflected in the work, then I think
it is to be conceeded that Jesus taught and sanctioned the
teachlng of all three parts of what I have called His pro-
“pheey, putting in his teaching, however, the greatest
Jemph351s upon the present and practical needs of mankind,
;S0 that, the greater. number of prophecies are of the immed-
1iate, rather than upon thedistant future. For I believe
that His main object, as reflected in the Great Commission,
| yas to inspire and tc sénd fcrih a band of Christian work-
,ers rather than a band of mystics and dresamers,

fhe determining factc by which a decision con-
“cerning the meaning of any passage may be most safely made
‘T believe may be found in the dominant idea or themes of its
‘context.

1
H

, What did Jesus teach concerning the relative rap—‘

idity of the spread of the Gospel ™ Let me quote a few
'passages which seem to bear upon this subject.
8 Matt.x.22 & 2%. "He that endureth to the end, the
‘same shall be saved.....Ye shall not have gome through the
veities of Israel, till the Son of man cone.®

¥kk.x111,10, "I'he gospel must first be preached
unto all nations,”

Matt.iv. 17. "ihe Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.™

Lk.xx1.32."This generation shall not pass away
till all these things be accomplished.™

Hatt.xxiii.%6.%411 these things shall come upon
‘this gensratiom.™
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datt.xvi.28. "There are sane -of* them that stand |
here who shall in“no wise taste of .death tilTI they see the
Son of man coming in his kingdom." "
! Matt.xxv.13., ¥k.xiii.33. "Watch, therefors,.
Ffor ve know not the day nor the heur.” k
John.iv.3). "Look on the fields, that they are
white already unto harvest? Also Lk.x.2., and Matt.ix,38. '

Between Matt.x.23 and Mk.xiii.10 Professor Vog i
IDobschiitz sees an inconsistency. If, however, the words of
*hatt X.25, are addressed to the disciples, and though the
word- €ws -be translated even mhen, the passage need net be
rconstrued to indicate that the entire world will never be
?evaugelised, sach an interpretation being contrary to the
lspirit of the great Commission, "Go ye, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations) as well as to the universality of .
the Christ's invitation to sinning humanity. Moeeover, it.
{is highly probable that Jesus' intent mas to express the
fneed of diligence,  the ideg being that they will always be
able to find opportunity for spreading the Sospel. The
peculiar phraseclegy of the text is due to the uncritical
tenthusiasn of the writer. The natura] conclusion is that !
both the rapidity with which the Gospel will spread, and
the interval before the return of Christ at the consummation
of all things, depend directly upcn the faithfiulness and
diligence of Christian werkers.

In Matb.iv,17, the Greek werd éyyifw, trans-
lated "at hznd™ signifies "to be near! that is to say, witho
lln reach. This and other similar expressions were taken by .
vthe Christians of the apostcelic age to indicate such a d
srapld acceptance of the faith that the coming o the end of
days would be during the span of their own sarthly lives,. ﬁ

but I mention the passage to indicate that Jesus by His E
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"1ife wag bringing Heaven, as an experience of the scul,
within the reach of* every man. Thus,the ability of .the i
Gospel-message to gain ground, it is intimated, depends a
partly on the willingness of men to seek the Kingdom, and |
to be maturalised there-ia. i
The next three selections, Lk.xxi, 32, Hatt, |
xx111.36 and Matt.xvi.23, seem to have much in common. het|
"us ccasider them one by one. In Lk.xxi, we seem to have a
very gcod example of editcrial confusion, special note of
which will be made below. The chapter apparently falls into!l
two parts, thus; verses 1-24, and 25-37, but so apt is the !
'32nd verse as a conclusion to the first section that nct to
interpret it as belonging there is to do violence to reason{
It has, therefore, little bearing upon the eschatological
,pvoblem. Hatthew's rendering of the same idea occurs in
na context different from that of Luke xxi, but the chapter
hlmmedlately following is parallel to Luke xxi; and Matthew "
L XXiv.34, repeats xxiii,%6. in the same way as it is men- '
tioned in Luke. Of the two similar verses in Matthew,
"xxiii.36 probably expresszs the mind of Jesus more nearly.
in the prophecy concerning the desolation of Jerusalenm,
than does xxiv.34, in its extravagant and highly figurative.
setting. Unless both Hatt.xxiii. and xxiv refer to the
destruction of Jerusalem; or both,to the final consummationt
of all things, the passage in question, although restated
in & different manner, cannoit beylong to both chapters.. ,
Now, xzxiv is definitely given to the task of teaching eon- |
cerning the second coming of Christ by the text of verse
*three, containing the guestion, "What shall be the sign of
'thy coming and of the end of the world ?" but.xxiii,‘én the?
contrary,, is more easily understood as a reference to the F
.end of the Jewish hiemschy, in spite of veese 33b, "How "
sha11 ye escape the 1adgm°nt of Gehenna (Gr.)?", which r
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verse is of uncertain meaning. ]
Hatt.zvi.28, comsidered in the light of |
"Mk.xi111.19,-"The Gespel rust first be preached anto all the
'nations"- is a remarkable declaration, especially if taken }
literally; i. e.,"There are some of those standing here :
who shall in no wise taste of death till they see the Son
of man coming in his kingdom." It is impossible to cca-
_strue it im connection with the verse preceeding, namely,
. "Por the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father
 with bis angels; and then shall he render unto every man
 sceording to his deeds.™ To do so wowld be to present the
difficulty concerning a prophecy from the lips of Divinity
iwhioh was not fulfilled. On the other hand, we are not |
fjustified in discarding either verse absclutely, for both |
»are parts of that gensral impression concerning Jesus' ;
'sayings after the pattern of which the disciples uncon- 1
s scicusly interpreted the several different prophetic utter-|
ances of Jesus, e can,therefore, feel justified in hold-'
. ing that verse 28 means one of two things. (1) Some who
stand here shall live to see the Gospel & triumphant and
) e nquering foree in the affairs of men (2). Some of those,
| now present, shall not be overcome by the power of sin, butj
' shall came, by faith in the Son of man, into intimate !
| communion with Him. If the former expresses the true sig-
(nificance, then the verse points to a rapid spread of the
b Gospel. f
I In the case of bcth Matt.xxv.13 and Mk.xiii. |
|3§, ¥hich contain the command to watch with keen expectan-
cy for the final, mysterious Day and Hour, the most natur- §
al meaning is that the rapid spread of the Gospel, and |
| therefore the final consummation, is dependent directly up-
.on the zeal with which hopeful end expectant disciples pre-y
' pare the way in the hearts of men; just as when a man who '
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expeots a guest, prepares himself and his household, that
"the coming guest, may see, upon hig arrivel, mought but the
best.

John iv,35, referring to the harvest+field,
Lk.x.2, and Matt.ix.37,33 eall attention to wHhe fact that

» the marld of folks was eager t@ hear the word of salvation ;
and rorld gladly receive it. As swifitly as the seythe levels
a field of ripe grain, just so swiftly would the harvest of

b sauls yield to the peower of the Gospel.

To sum up: the evidenee at hand seems teo in-
dlcatn that while a rapid spread of the Gospel and of
increasing faith in Christ was to be expscted, ths task.¢f

1bringing the message to all men would be a tremendous
undertaking, calcwlated t@ tax the strength of Christian

!warkers ta the utmost. Yst,the reign of umiversal goodness,

ycannot be instituted. nor can a perfiect, and Godly society
came into existerce until all men have had an opportunity

!
1
!
|

-— = i

. t0 accept the Gospel-message.
\ls

r I come now te the second division of the
| theme:~ Are there any praphecies relating to the destruction

‘of Jeruszlen, and to the erd of the Jewish hierarshy ?
I be lieve thst there ars such prophecies. |
«One of them is found in Yatt,xxiii.13-39, which ineludes |
the =meven woes upan the scribes gnd pharisees, and the L
lament conceraing Jerusalem. In thix passage, Ghrist con- I
demns the leaders of the peopls becauss of their hypoeracy,
their exaggersted emphasis upan the necessity ef" keeping thé
whale law, whimh caused them to put a vain emphasis upon q
.the letter of the law, The significant prophetic elenent ,
is contained: in verses thirty-two to thirty-nine of which j
L quote a part. "32 Fill ye up then the measurs of |
your fathers. 33.....How shall ye escape the judgment of> "
It
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|
lGehpnna ? 34 Therefore, behold, I. send unto you prephets,
and wise men and scribes: some of them shall ye kill and
TGPuGlfy, and some of them shall ye scourge in your syna-
 gogues, and persecute from city t¢ citye....36 Verily L say
unto you, all these things shall come upon this generation.
,38 Behald,  your house is left unto you desolate.™ Other }
ﬂpaqsagbs in the Synoptics are Mark xiii, which aits the !
' gmeeping condemnation of the Pharisees, Luke xix,A4%-44, I/
which reminds the reader of the lament over Jerusalem ip |
I fatt.xxiii.37 and compresses into narrow compass the pic-
jture-of"tpe siege of the city,  and also Luke xxi.5-24.
| Perhaps the. least deubtful of the sbove mentioned referen-
1ces to the fall of the holy city, at any rate,the orne that .
:seems to admit of only one interpretation is Lk.xix.41-44¢ |
"and if thou hadst known,in this day,....the things which |
i belong unto peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. i
. For the days shall eome upon thee, when thine enemies shallj
'cast up & bank sbout thee and compass.bhes round,rand keep E
| thee on svery side, and shall dash thee to the greund, and.|
i thy children with thee; and theg shall not leave in thee
‘one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time '
of thy visitation.® .
This last guoted referenee is feirly trans- |
; parent, but the others are not. so clear. For instance, a
Lgraat gquestion arises cwmcerning the connection of Katt.
xxi1il githxxiv, The problem is intensified by a comparison|
of- these chapters with Mark xiii, in whieh they seem to be ﬁ
combined,

The chief differences betwsen the chapters m'I
Matthew and that in Mark seem to be as follows. The woes
upon the Pharisees do not appear in Mark., In Matthew,
chapter xxili.1l3-37 serves as the subject of Jesus' ex-

planation in chapter xxiv; while in Mark xiii, verses 1 and
l

&= = ko4 . T ot ox -_ FT==== v T = % = e £ P S L 7

PR

e i e e



L i

o

. e TR

- «___T_;iashﬁuction ofJerusalen,. Lo.a_prophecy concerning the e

[

i
-..—.IL' Gy S S Smmssom Wmommoe —1@:-5- — el 2 TD T 2T T eme e ==

1

) . .

12, serve as the introduction of verses 3-37, which passage '
]
K

'shall these things be™ and what shall be the sign of thy [
Leoming , and of the end of the world 7" In Mark, homever,
(xiii.4.) we have only (as a reference to the desolation of!
Jerusalem), "When shall these things be? and what shall be i

 the sign when these things are all about to be aceomplished]

31t beccmes evident. at onmce that the most important differ-
“ence ig that which exists between the questions concerning
ithe signs.
| In Luke's account, (chap.xzxi.). the sceme is
laid, nct on the Bount of Olives, but in the Temple. Here
'Jesus is represented as saying, in part, "The days will
come, in which thers shall notbe left here one stone upon
an. other that shall not be thrown down.™ The question
srises immediately, "#hen, thersfore shall these things be?
and what shall be the sign when these thingds are about to
come to pass 7™

i A cdose study of the accounts in the Synop-
tic Gospels nop only serves to accentuate the difference
between the questions in Mati.xxiv.% and those in Mk.xiii.4
and Lk.xxi.7 which have just beeli guoted, but it alse leads
tc a certain consciousness of similarity existing between
all theee of the narratives in which the questions occur.

| The similarity of the narratives, contrasted with the dif-
ferences existing between the guestions, leads at once to
|5 conviction and to a problem, Since the similarity is so

| extensive and striking, as even a brief  glance must show it
'to be, the conviction is natural that the three narratives
lare reports of the same discourse. Besides a mere textual %
likeness, there alsc appears in all the accounts of this
:diseourse of Jesus' a rapid, and at first. unperceived: trans-
%ition from what purports to be signs of the approaching

P L

is the parallel of Matt.xxiv In Matt.xxiv we read, “ﬁhen'1
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second coming of Christ. Furthéermore in Mark and Luke,
all thet imtrodumces the questions concerning the signs and
the discourse that follows is a refersnce to the buildings
‘of the temple apd their coming runin, while in Mabthew, the
only added idea is found in xxiii.33,-~the rhetoriesi ques-
tiom, nat necessarily & part of the main current of thought,
an@ perhaps only a scornful and parentheticsl addition to
‘the idea of complete woe, "How shall ye escape the judgment
of Gehenna ™ It is evideat, moresover,-thai in this chap-
wwer the thought of verse 34 is continuved legically from
verse 51; verses 32 and 35 appearing only as a parenthesis,
éand not fo be interpreted as part of the main current of °
ithought. Hence, we may say that Matthew differs from Hark
and Luke chiefly in the nature of the auestions called ferth
by the remarks eoncerning the destruction of the temple:
, The problem is,-to restate it;-ars these gques-
ftions in their ariginal f'am implicit references to the
fate of Jerusatem,  or ta the last things, op to bgth |
' Relying upon the fundemental assumtiom thsat
'gl1l three gccaunts were written zs reports of Christ’s
idoings amd sayings, but, that. they were cclared by the. gen-
‘eral impressiong and perzomal biasses of the wmriters;s it
may pe shown that it was the most natural thing iz the norld'
fer both great, idees, the one concerning Jerusalem alone, |
gnd the one iavolving eschatolagy, %o be suggested by the
reguest for signs. i
The way in shich Matthew grranges the text ig |
logical and shows what ideas, quastioms amd theories were
asgoclated and inter-related in his mimd, An analysis d
reveals thisx, that he associated the "swoes™ with the destru@~
‘tian of Jernsalem, The "woes' may well have contained @ ﬁ
relerance Lo the political intrigues which wers constantly E
[fostered by the Pharisees. Then Christ zptly eencludes,- that

=
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since the Pharisees have left undome the great spiritmal |
tasks to which they were ealled, they are left desolate and
mithout consolation in the face af coming disaster. @Qme is
ijustified, I think, ir regarding this as a prophecy con=
cerning the actual destruction ofthe city, which took place
lin 70 A. D.. but it may mean only that the spiritual condi-
tion ofthe Pharisees was so far game in decay that they
}must soon lose their prestige &nd cease to be of signifi-
lcance &s g spiritmal fcce among the people of Israel.

f It is more human znd natpral to grasp the
ffarmer explanation,- since it is the more vivid and conerate.i
HMoreaver, the analedy between it and ths idea which the !
disciples had in commen eoncerning the Second Coming is s@
sreat that, when in addition,: we find chapter xxiii pre- b
‘ceeded by a talk upon the Resurrection, ané follewed by a
;clear allugion to the destruction of the temple, the tyo ]
‘questions seem to lesp forth together,- “Wheh shall these
things be ?* and also, "#hgt shakl be the sign ofv thy eom~ |

- - . . o 4 - . I
ding ?™ The fact that a considerable intgrval af time is .

‘thought; to have elapsed between the events of xxiii and i

xxiv, does not hinder the conclusion that the two chapiers
were related in the mind of the writer.

But Jesus taught more than the destruction of |
Jerusalem.. The Messianic hope of the Hebrews, as the disci-
ples kmew it, seems insdiquate to explain their confident |
faith io the return of Christ, unless He had at some time
told them that He would return. Nor can we say that, the .
conception arcse by inference and allegerising from the dis-)
courses upon the punishment of Jernsalem; for in the teach- |
ings of Jesus there is wrapped up a mystical insight into |
the Future which transcends the limits of pationalism and
even time itself, and whiszh 1ifts the religious thinker
above the cenception of mers sarthly justice, into the life

1
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of- an ideal, yet real, kingdom-=the heritgge of the true
sons af the Father. In Hatf.xxiv, we observe that there is
g subtile transition Brom a discussion of* s mgtional crisis
to a wmiversal and thoroughly eschatalogical discussion, In
faet, the transition is so subtile that no distinet point
'‘can be indicated al which the discourse changes firom the
former directienm to the latter, .since the two idsas seesm te
have been confused in the mind of the writer. The reasan
for this gonfusion is clear; for the the disciples all ex-
'pected Christ to return spsedily, which idea was in tupn
'supported by their unbounded optimism and the hope that the
rapid sprsad of the 3Jospel would render that speedy coming
possibls, Im the account of Hatthew, the resl tramsition
frow the one teaching to the ather, if there is one, nust
bs found im the two questions in xziv.3, the sscond one
Immediately crowding out the former because of the dreater
interest which attaches tc it, as well as their practical
Identification by the writer.

In comparing the passades in \ark and Luke
which parallel watt.xxiv, we find that, while most of the
criticisms of Yati.xxiv apply t@ the parallel casss also,
the line of dsmarkation in the latier between the two paints
‘zlready discussed is very much cleasrzer than in the former
case. LIn Mark's Gospel, the transition begins with verse
four-tesr, and in Luke, with verse twenty-four. A& compar-
ison of the texis of Mk.xiii amd Lk.xxi, after this divi-
sion is made, makes mors apparsnt the confusion of ideas
mentioned above. It is not within the scops of this papsr
ta take up these inconsistences at length, but the object is
abttgined for the present, in indicating them as additionsl
proof of the uncertainty of apostolic testimony an the sub-
jeat. of sschatology,~a testimony from which we are endsavor-
ing to discover such elements of Jssus' prophecies as will
indicate their ccrtent and ainm.;



4.

I Were nat the fact of the above-mentioned tfanﬁ

\of Faet introduction canc erning the temple so far from the
zsuggestlon of & great world cataclysm, the Gospel-writers
mlght be accused of largely embel.lishing a plain grophemy
%of g wise sage whose imsight might have been derived from
Fthe shrewd analysis off the political sitpation. An sxam-
Ination of Mk.xiit and of Lk.xxi, however, makes clsar that
éﬁhi@h appears flaintly in Mayt.xxiv, namsly, that ths farce
.cf & strong amalogy caused the two prophecies to be com-
‘bined; in Hatfhew, by actpal blending; in Mark, by the cons
‘Rusian of- carizin detailes of an apocalyptic nature (&ee
Wk.xiii,8 and 10}y end in Luke, by a change of view-point
jag- sudden ax it is unherzlded, for between the dates of
ivarses 24 and 25 milleniums pass by.

; The cenelugion is,therefore, that Jesus dig¢ |
ftoaoh something very definiie eoncerning the Last, Things, .
4of ghich the evidenee of thase chgpiers is orly a part.

! There is a passage in John's Gospel,§ii. 18-22%
‘which is reminiscent of- those we have bean cons1den1ng,'butg
Iit;sgecifically refers to Christ’s resurrection and is sa i
far removed in thought from the other passages as ta make

ra connection sesk farced.

k‘

|
f
!

3

i The tkird, and by far the mast extensive, div-~
}a31cm of the theme concerns the more distinctlp eschatalogi-;
pal part o® New Testament propheey,~ What did Jesus teach
as Lo His coming sgain ? The gquestlon is a evomplex one
involving several considerations,: as follows. (i). Did Jesus !
teaon anything definite concerning the Kingdom af Heaven
other tham tnat it, exists smbjectively in the heart off the .
believer 7 (ii). ¥hat did Jssus teach acmcerning the resur-
rection 71 (1ii), What did He teach concerming a judgment 7

¥ =4

iition from one theme t¢ another so apparent,  or the watfer
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(1VD fhat is the reward of the just, and the fate of the ﬂ
Lungust accarding to Gospel reports: of Jesus® sayings #
' The fallosing text merves te indicate the . !
| foundation for the idea that the kingdom of heamen exists %
' subjectively in the minds of believers., ;
' Dk.kvii, 20,2, "The kingdam of God camsth not.
 uwith observabiole.:..The kingdom of God is within you.™
v The kingdem of heaven (or God). is sometimes
i mentioned as if it werm an ideal snd Godly secial bend,:
, |ex1st1n5 as part of the present order oft things. {
e , 1. Hatt,.xi.12. "From the days of Johm, the Bap.-
P tist until now, the kingdem of heaven suffersth violence.' |
2.3ab0.x11.28, (cf. Lk.xi.20.) "If I, by the
o Sgirit; of God, east onmt demons,  then is the kingdom of Ged |
i | come upon you.'™
e : 3. 1f we accept. he marginal reading comcerning
3  Lkuxvii.20.21, we have "The kingdam of God is .im the midst
iefvyou.%
4 ' 4. Matt.xiii,. The parables of this chapter give
¥ | this impressiam comcerming the kingdom. They are- The Sower,
' The Tares, The Mustard-Seed, The Leaven,r The Hidden freas- ;
,ure  The Pearl of Great Price,:and Ths Net, '1
‘ 5. Mk.iv, The parables of this chaplter give th?sb
Eimpressiog glso. They are- The Sower, which parallels ths !
first. parable im Matt.xiii.,:The Growth of' a Seed, and The |
Hustard-Ssed, the counterpart of whieh parable ig in Matti
' Xili. M
: o. Johun xii.32. "L,. i% L bs lifted up, will drsw!
| all men umto me.™ 5
: 7. Johm viii.53. ™Abraban rejaiced to sss my dayll
. i The Kingdom of heaven ig mentioned, it may
. Eseem,» as a community of souls into which death is the inix
1t1at;on.

1. bk.xzxiii.43, “@o-day, shalt thouw be mith ne_
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1
! the singular. "As In Heaven, so om earth.™

! Qartn shall be bound in Heaven.™ !

}Hsaven.”

'Heaven but he that descended from Heaven.®

in paradisz,™

Same passages may bs Interpreted to indisate i
- that the kingdom is enclosed withiw beundaries and has
la definite "geographical™ location.
1. Matt.vi, 19, in combprast to verse 9,where the |
]Greek word far heaven is in the plural, has the word in

{ 1
| 2.-Matt.vel7, "fill Heaven and earth gass awayh |

f 3. Matt.xvi 19, "Whatsoever thou shalt bind on |

, 4. Mattexviii.i0, "In heaven, thedir amgels do
lalways behold the face of my Father who is im heaven. |
. 5. MReviis 34, ™&nd Jooking up into Heaven.,™
' This is not & saying of Christ®s, but is inserted as a side
11ght upon the authors view.,

X, vi293. "Behold, yomr reward is great in

7. John 1ii,}3, ™o ode hath ascended into

1 8. Matt.xxvi.29. "L shazll nat drimk of the fruit |

1of the vine untidl I drink it oew with you ir nmy Father's

. kingdom,™

: Soms texts,  in themselves, are smbigupus.

i 1i Matt.xxiii,1%.. "¥e shut, the kingdom of heaven

“agalnst men: for ye enter nat im yourselves, neithsr suffer

i ye them that ars: emtering ta enters®

e 2."0ur: Father who art im haaven.™ Matt.vi.9. |

3. Lk. xi.2, "Phy kingdom come% i
|

TR SNSRI S

4, John xiv.2, "In my Father™s homse are many
mansions...:4l.go to prepare a ptace £ you.™

D.%dcd is nat Gad of the dead but of ghe living.™.
Hatt, xxii.3Z.
y 6. John xpiiiL36. "My kingdom iz not of this |

i
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7. John xi. 23f. "He that believeth on me, though )
he die, yel: shall he live; and whosoever liweth and bellev~h
ofth on me shall never die,™

y At least one text, Lk.xvii.20, 21., if the "
currant transiation 3s correct;.is indicative of ths sub- r
‘jective nature of the kimgdom of heaven., John xviii,36, !
I“My kingdom is not of this world,” may also be taken in
Ithls sense. It is highly probable that we may earrsctly ;
assert that Jesus intended to convey this meaning, since 1t'
1s ip harmony with the spirit of his life and teaching. @
pGertalnly there is a community and harmony of ideas, of ?
.feellng, and af volitional impulses in owr religious ezx- !
ﬂporlences which suggests the reign of an lnward Lan, The
phrases, ™kingdom of heaven™ and "kingdom of God" ars im
(Such common use im.the Gospels as te suggdest that Jesus
fmust have made free use af at least the Lerm kingdom, Hence'!
Ihe hardly mould have confimed himself teo its use in thig ¥
'highly figurative manner.. In other words, Jesus implied
,more ceneerning the Ykingdom"than that it exists subjective-
1y in the mental states of the believer. !
L In spite of the unsystematic nsture af the re- !
cord, the fact appears that something definite was taught |
by Jesus eoncerning a sacial state called "Ghe kingdom®¥: y
yThat this idea is mecessary to smy conception of Christls !
Flord«shlp need hardly be said, but to deseribs that kingdonm
'in precise terms is a much more difficult task. By a glancel
1at. the evidence, hewever, we learn that the kingdom of God !
nas understood by the Gaspel writsrs to mean an ideal soclah
'bond existing as part of the present order oft things, under
DlVlne regency. Thus, for example, Christianity afy large,
bound togather in the spirit of love for Qod and fellow-
man, and recegniziag Ged as the suprsme Ruler and Guide E

rop—— o asimm g

"‘would seem to be what is implied in this 1dea of the klngd@mm
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In its beginning, absolute perfection is nat implied, but |
all is conceived of' as good uatil an "enemy sowsd tares™ in
the £141d. Therefors, all is God's Kingdan fram the be- |
gimning. The kingdom is compaeed ta s seed which iff sprout
ing and growing is tender, and subjected to a hard fighty
for lifs, but the final result is s sturdy and healthy tree)
That, which gives the kingdom parer af growth and succeséﬁuhq
registence Is the regeney af Christ,in the spirituad sense.,
(John xii.32..). It is implied that the kingdom existed
from eariiest times, for Abmaham saw it (John viii.53),. and
wag considered, mot as the founder, but as the special in-
strument by whom and in whom the first Porward and uprard
impulse was given, This idea of the kingdom is in harmony
 With the conelusion reached in the first. section of the !
thesis, (ses page 3.). and alsgo of necessity ineludes orgam- b
1celly the idea that. the kingdom exists subjectively in thel
mind of the belisver as an innsr assurance of the unfailings
presence and regnant power of Gody for while the gub jective !
conceptien is not necessarily pridr in time to the spsial, ]
it is, so far as the individual is conzerned, logically .
“antecedent. H
ffe £ind now that a conclusion hss suggested !
'itself which is self-consistent, except Por certaim figur-
ative passages, including Christ*s word to the dying thief,
and the story of Dives and Lazarus. It is true that the .
parables af Matt.xiii and Mk.iv are figarative, but there !
is this difference; the one set of figures have as a basis
. the cruds imagery of traditional Hebrew eschatology, while
 8he other cantain a parallelism to human experience which .
vis easily fellawed. In other nords, a good simile is more L
easily understood than a poor metaphor. fhe implizations
. of Lk.xxi11.43 and of Lk.xvi.13-31 are of sueh vague and
Ld@ubtfull meaning as to rendér any arbiirary Judgment baseT
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jupon them unfair. It nmay evenr ba deubted that Lk.xvi i3ff
is genulnely prophetic, There are good philosophieal
grounds for believing in the immertality of the moul, but
sthere seems littie evidence in the Gospels concerning ths |
;State of the sl after the dissolution of the body. Much
fmight be inferred from the scene of Transfiguration;(Matt.
ﬁxv11 J1-8y Mk,ix.2-85: Lk.1ix.28-36). as also from Matt.mx11.32
yand dJohn xi.25f which I have classed as ambiguous.-

" I now come to those passages which reeegnize
fnhv kingdom of heaven as locally determined., It would
happear that on this point there Is reasen to suspect, apos- |
ttolic knconsistency snd confusion., In this class of pas-
ysagas, (see page 16) the singubar and the plural of ths
Qreek word flor heaven sesm t9 be used interchangeably, a
notable example beinmg in Matthew's version of the Lord's
[Ptayez. Aggin, heaven is mentioned in contrast to the
jearth. Again, it s mentioned as the dwellingw-place of the|
rangels. 1t is thought of as the place where rewards and !
ipunishments ars meted amt, It is described as the new ;
‘arder ta be imstituted by Christ om his return. It is also)}
1in thoughts at least, above; the place frem whish the Sop
'came,s and to which He afterwards went.. The nazture of these !

T R

1concepti@ns may be explained in two msysi No matter what
fterminalogy is used in speaking of God's kingdom, terms f

'The analogy, them, between the 01d Testament gamsption of
'the Hessiah"s kingdom and a spiritpel kingdom which, at the |
1ond of time,  mould become universal among men would be very,
close, ITherefore, it would net be surprising if' the dis- ;
cigles were lead astray by the force of the analogy te %i
‘think of the kingdom as a plaee, and se to read anthropo- )
‘morphism imto the God-head, and materialistic c.mceptions |
into the idea of the kingdam of heaven. I0n the ofher hand§
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lln the contemplation of spiritwal matters, as also in the
"act of worship, a certain amount aft eonzrete obpisctivity is'
(demanded by the mind. Thus, Christ, as.a revelatian of God {
'ta the ghysical senses, supplements adequatelly the work of |
| the Spirit in the inner 1ifs. An act of warship, such as |
'kaeeling,,is but, the outward projectian of that whieh is

*withim,: but mithout which much of the mignificance of tha
tnward state would be last. The cencspijian of a space-heav-
Fen may well be explained on this ground

. - I

I
i fhat, &id Jesus teach cencerning the rasurrec-

[
!

|
) Matt.xxii,30- "In the resurrection...® 5
: Mk.xii,25 "For when they shall risz from ¢{he desd. %
| Lkoxx.37"THat.the dead are raizsd.%
i John v.28f. "Marvel not at thisjy for the hour f
"comsth,-in whieh all that arsc in the tombs shall hear his |
voice, and shall come forth.!
John xi.29. “I am the resurrection,”
Jesus seems to have laid little direct stress, f
‘sa far as the Gospel-recerd shows, upon the resurrection. ﬂ
"It is necessary to believe that he taught a ressurection, |
since not only do the Gospelswriters agree, but the fact L
seans to be woven imto the very fabric of New Testament i
,though{ It is certain that he never denied it, else this I
great eschatological hope must have beem snuffed outs The
,resurreci/ion of the body is implied in many ways in the
apocalyptle passages..
, fihenever the resurrection of the body is men-
4 ﬁtione& direetly to Jesus, a subtile indirectness is notice-
' ‘able in ifiis reply, and this indirectness is so consistently
(.. %, represented with regard to other things also &s to make the
'Gospel report appear genuine in its representetian of fast
[1n this case. This apparent indirectuess was observed in
b
b
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1Jesus’ treatment of the question comcarning the relation
Jbetweenfhis return and the sprsad of ths Gospel-message..

The following explanations are possible. Jegus
may have wished to teach of two resurrections: onejg- synonym
fous with the new birth; and the other, the resurreetlon of
'the body. The first ideg may be the interpretation of
fdohn xi.25, bubt the verse,then is in siramge eompany.. If°
ihs taught. the first witheut the second, it must be said
.that his remark to Martha, as reported, campared ‘with her
Istatement, which occasioned the remark,and with.his awn sot
}in ra¥sing Lazarus, is exceedingly eguivocal. However, ifr |
'we eaonnect, verse 25, with verse 23, ™'hy brother shdll rise |
Pagain, % Jesus meant to say only that through his life,. !
}mlnlstry, #nd death was the objective resurreetion and eter-
%nal life made possible,- for these priestly and propitistory
[acts were the only objective meang of salvation, It is
erry true that, Jesus did conmect the Hew Birth with the |
gzdea of a change fram death to life; e.gu (John ¥.25). "The ]
fhour. cometh, and now is,when the desad shall hear. the voice
Eof‘the Son of God; and they that hear shall live.™ Thig
icontrasts vividly with verses 28 and 29 of this ssme chap- [
‘ter, and [ believe that. heme is where the resl emphasis wasi
put, by Jesus, for ressons stated above;-~ nameiwy, that Jesusﬁ
chief concern was t@ make the needs and apportumities of |
itha present real. Thus, he told his followers to seek after:
g"the kingdom of" Gcd and His rightreousness™ and all else E
fwould follow as a matier of course,the "kingdom™ being um- |
derstoo® as the spiritual-spcial state of the Christisn, |
'On the other hand, it is to be ecceeded that he taught a
.resurrection from physical death alsa. This ig to be in- |
fnrrea from the passages quoted at the hesd of this section..
The tdes is in harmony with New Testament thought also,. but ;
alf Jesus had speken against such a belief,  his attitunde
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‘ ,must, have appsared as-. & discordant element in the Gos‘pels. .

hégaln the impression off a double significamce in the idea i

., of resurrecttion is given by the words in Jokn v.28, "Har-

lvel not at thig.® That is te say, that what has just been !

pweitten is wonderful, but more monderful still is the re-~ ¢

isurrection of the body. Verse 29 of this chapter might. %

ibe construed (see Rev.xx.4-6,13) to indicate two separate |

Lresnﬁr@atioas, but it seems to me that the matural inter- 3

ﬁpretation peints to the use off the term resurreciion &s i

metagharical,indicating that while all are rgised,  yet all
ldc not, share the same fertune.

h
:l fhet did Jesus teach concerning judgment ¥ 5
d The following eitations may answer.
1. Mattixxv.51-33 "But whem the Say of man ghall :
'come in his glory....before kim shall be gathered all ma- I
qtlons and he shall separats one from another ss a shepherd!
1separat°th the sheep from the goats.™ n
f Z.ufatt.v.22 "{He). shall be imn danger of the l
.Juagement ¥
3. Matb.x.15. "1t shzll be mare tolerable for the
Land af- Sadom arnd Gomerrsh in the day of judgment than fior
‘that; city.”
; 4, Matt.xxiii.5% "How snal1 ye escape the judgment t
'of hell?¥ -
; T Matb.xix,28 "¥e shall sit upon twelve fhrowes,
wjudging the twelve tribes of Israel.™ Cf.: Lk.xx1i.30..
6. Hatt.xii.%2 "Ii shall .not be fargiven him.i.,
in the wordd to eame.™ : 4
7. Joho v.2% "lTuey that have done gcod,(shall i
, come), unto the resurrection of lifey and they that have domé
‘l ev11 unto the resurreciion of judgment,™ !
| 8. John v.24 "Cometh nat inta judgment,: bui hath
1passed from_death mnto life.l - e __,“ﬁv#1ui**J_
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9. Johm x#i.31. "Now is the judgment of this wid:
|now shall the prince of-this world be east, oufi.™

10, John xii, 48. "The worduthat I spake, bhe

*same shall judge him in the last, day,®

§ Of* the ten passages cited, John xii.31 seems to

make the judgment ¢ miemporanesous with the transgression or |
Ialse places it within the compass of minks earthly exmstoneé
or , again, gives it a uniqume and peculiar relaticn to the
mpinistry and passion of Jesus. The .context in whick the
Fpassage occurs gives to the last idea the greatest plaus- J
‘ability. *
] The 48th verse of* the seme chapier seems to plaoé
fhe judgment. ab. the'last day'. The slatements are,: on the |
}surface,t?qdically opposed and umeguivoeal; but they are noﬂ
;neoessanily so, Verse 31 obviously deals with the present
igeneral recognitior of the sinful nature of man, which was .
vivified and filled with addsd significance bytthe death of+
Christ. Therefore, the sinful man is comesived to be liv-:
ling in a state of divine probation under juddment, from the , y
lourder of which, by God's graces and through fzith and re- h
penteﬂce ke has the privilege of beeoming firee,
= Verse 48 refore to the objective judgment, oft tth
vorld, This, with Matt.xxv.3%-3%, v.22, x.1D, xxiii.33, and,
-x1x.28 include the following data, The "time™ is the 7last p
oay .. The judgmemt follows immedistely after the resmrrsc-
ion, The apostles are to share in the process of judging
:Israel. Punisiment of the unjust; will follaw the grand '
assize, Judgmemt has the double significance of judicial
iproceedure, and the administration of* justice by punishment.;
. ’ John v.24 is more in harmony with presemt-day
ithought, in that it conserves the idea that an omniscient
land omnipotenmt God meed not hold eourt to determime the
merits and demerits oft nls subgects, nor even to aémlnzpt
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huniversal justice. John v.29 may easily have thig signi- |
ificance alsa. 3
4 A careful exeminabiion of the Gospel af John ;
"seemz ta show that, while many of the reported sayings :of
ybhrlst are ambiguous to a slight degree, making it doubtful
*g8 to whether -they do or do no% refer to the day of Judgmenﬂ
;tho general ednception of the last things .lscks much af the
anthropomorphlsm and-materialistic imagery of tha« Synoptics.
‘That the spiritnal conception was of greater importance ta
Jesus is illustrated in Johm xi.24 in his reply to Martha's
5expression of faith in the physiesl resurrection. He does |
Inot_here deny the implied statement of fact but, adds to it
‘a spirituat, conception.

| fihat, then; was Jesus' teaching cannot. be de-
termined from Gowpel evidence with any ceriaimty, but whai-
tever It was, it was neither systematic nor thoroughly scien-
'tific in the modern sense of the term.. He used popular
lideas and enrichd them instead of overturming them, How
‘much is the back-ground of tradition and how much is Jesus!'
teachlng cannot.ba accurately estimated, It is notithe
;ﬁunctlon of* this paper to dogmatise and to do so in tiris
‘matuer s hagardous. The imagery of Mati.xxv is 1nzompat1b}
!

if

e

twith a lofty conceptian oft the Infinite,. buil: the Gospel-
weiters evidently sa¥ no inconsistences, aglthough Christ’s
«hegching was to them like ™mysteries™ and "dark szyings® |
'in many instances. The most that san be said is that. Jesus |
Esanctioned~both the spiritpal and the matermigiistic viess !
in so far as he did not absolutely set, aside the traditional
lview.. If we take a survey ef the witole rangs of the Gospel
on botlr this matier and thet. ofr the resurrection, we gain
'the gensral impression that @ day oft resurreetion and :judg-

il
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'ment. is' prophesied. Further light. may be obtained by a i
;study oft the fortune or destiny of the justyand of the une
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) k In Bhe consideration af this guestion;: those
:(‘lb [already eonsiderad: unitey: for. the amswer must be Lo some
{ (degree dependent. uocr thems The Rollowing passages: have &
\oassible bearing upon the sabject.:
' 1, Hatt.vi.2 "Chey have their reward.¥
& 24 Hatt.vi. g6 "Thy Father who seeth #n ssoret, sﬁal& :
hrnccmoense thee.™ i
' 3. Matt.x.41 "He that. receiveth a wophet. in the |
Fname of a pfanhet,‘shall receive & mropheils reward.™ .
J  Hatt.v.22- "Bvery ome that is angry with his !
[brother -shaﬂl be in danger of" the hell of fire. '
| 5. Hatt.x.28 "Fear him who is able to destroy bctq
|scu1 and body 9n hell%
6. Magt.xiii.41f* "“Phey shall gather ogi of his
Klngdom all things that cause stumbPing..i..and skall cast |
1them #nto the furnace of fiire: there shall be the weeping
and the gnashing of teetkh. Then shall the rightpoms shine |
forth as: the sun in the kingdom ef thsir Pather,™ i
" 7. Matbt.xxv.,34' "Come, ye biessed of my Father;: ?
'inherit, the kimgam grepared far yav from the foundetion af |
the world.." |
‘ 8.. Matbi. xxv,41 "Depart, from ne, ye cursed, inta
lthe gternal fire.n .
9.Matt.xxv.46. "These shall go away imta etprnal |
‘punishment, but. the righteous inta eternal Rifm. '
[ 10, Mk.iz.48f "Hhers their worn #isth not znd the .
fire is not. quenched.™ i
? 11. Matt.xxv.1-13 The garable of the Virgins.
i 12, Lk.xii.478 "But. he that. kwew not, and Aid thing
lﬁcrthy -of* stripes; shall be beatsn with few(stripes).™
f 13, John vi.40: "This is the will of my Fathef, that
(’ ‘every ane that. beholdeth the Son, and believeth om Him
tshould have etsrmsl life; and I witl raise him ug pn the |
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264 !
fast. day.™ |
14.John viti.l2 "He that. followeth me....shall haV°|
the light ef ife.: ]’
i 15. John .28 "L give unta them eisrnat iifs and ]
‘they shall never psrish,™ ‘
6. dohn 2i.25f YHe fhat- believeth on me,: thcugh he’
ld&s yets shall he live, and whosoever. liveth and believeth th
:me- shall never dis.
"17. John %y.6 “They gather them, amd cast. them
ﬁnte the fire and they ars burmed.

In an examination of ths selectiens from the
uSynoptme Gospelis, « £he following items may be natiasd.: ﬂ

Accarding to 1 and 2, man geine @ certain amount|
@f rewardand punishment, in this present Jgfe. The wicied. !
’%aln a reward cansisting of the temperary stimulation mr PR
thexr'salfvasteem. The rightecns gain a reward in the ap-
provel af censcience.

i According to 3 and 12, degrees of teward. and:

1

q

{

punishment are to be sxpected. ]
4,:5,'6, 8, and 10- deseribe thenaie ef punishs |

I

#ent,
By 8 amd 10: the impression i given that the |
tornai suffering: of the wigked is involved. )
The parable of the Virgins and that of the Tel- |
ents pEctures punishment as eternal separatiom frem God.. |
In 7, the statement: iz made that. the reward of |
the righteous was: planned from the beginnimg of Crsatioh.
In Johr's report. ofJesus’ teaching on this sub- |
sect . other elsments enbiena i
In 13 and 145, the reward of the Just is eternal '
life, E
The implicatian i® eentgzined in 15, that: death 13“
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27 . !

the pumishment; ¢ the Unjust. ]
; The text, aiready much diseussed,  (16). seems ¢
bto say that- the righteous will be rewarded by ihe resur- ?
 rection of the righteous dead umie eternal life, amd that ;
nhelr appreciaticn and experienca of tiris everlasting state;
'IS realised, in 8 limited extent, in thix present, lifejy &s ﬂ
. 1t- were;, & foretaste of the futare. ,
The last. examplemould seem ta teach throumgh q
analogy the total extinction < the wicked., h
i Pram this mass of seeming ingonsisteney ig it. 1
possible to construct the prabable attitude af Jesus 21 It !
| is certain that reward and punishment. comes in the prement, |
' existence. But the guilty are nat the only ones to suffer. }
'If'ns accept the fidea of & resurrection, it would meem Zhat)
we fdmd the only adiquate solution in a:-final adijustment. .
' of the problem af goad and evil after the evenmt,: but' if" the,
v belief" inm the continuous and unbroken existence of the soud)
t be helds,, then a gensrall judgment in the distant future is
less attractive to reason than a separaste eet. ofx judgement: !
' for the individusl at, the time of the change of death ﬁhsnl
"the sazl n®y be conceived as passing emt af its temparal ﬁ
" relatiaomship inte that rewsrd which transcends the Jdinits
of tims and spames, It.is evident, from perswmnall experdsnce |
that, there are degrees of raward in ifre presemt ezisterce, |
and warrent for the theary cen be f'aun& in seripture,: but, |
,is this systen earried over into the futmee v+ Dante and %
* others have thought so.” Walving the discusxion of the |
« ethical endt philesophical sides of btle prablem,: I would sayﬂ
Fthat the evidencs on the subject; is inadiguate te suppert. |
| the: dagmatic statement. that. there will be in Eiesnity ddf- |
| ferent. degrees oft saintliness and of punishment;: sinee it i
][is nat neecessary to canstrue the future tense of any verb,
 other reasons being absent:, as referring te & far distant
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fupure time. Those passages whitch describe the end of the
wickesd as amid flames of fiire are of twe types. In the
JSynopnic'Gespels,xthe T™re and thz punisghment are ever-
lasting. In John®sm Gospel, the end is accqmplished wikh |
.the secand death of the unjust. Ip the latter, therefore, ;
¥e see the apesalypliz pictures of the Syneptists taned &aﬂg
and their significance simast nullified., At any eventy(thaf
'fire passages must, be classed with theacceunt: ofc the Par- |
cusia in Matt.xxw,” All these picturs accaounts;: alihough & i
they malte a powerfuliappeal to the imagination,: are unim- |
gressive when we mansider that, such & canceurse af” peapls
on the glabe ta@ witpess a lacal manefestation of Divine !
salvation would bs Ifterally impassible. The canception
vof eterngl fiee is Illogizal apd impossible on the same
' ground, ifr we accept. the consistentily prevalent New Pesta- j
" ment, teaching cancerning the establishment, of Ged®s kingdem'
on earth.  We would have to mesori. to the idea of Paul in|
' 1 Thes.ivil14f that, the righteous sre caught up into the aib)
'in erder to explain thespoealyptie literature an s literal !
tbasis,tand‘ this explamation alsoc involves great;diﬁfiault¢ \
ies, In cantrast. to the claim that eternal suffering is
‘g logicel and BiBht as eternal bliss, it may be s&id that,
everlasting extinction ik a wvery logical antitiiesis ofr everz

lasting 1ife. Again, it may be claimed that iR the fagt off

| the soul's immertality be gramted,  the eternal existence in!

%miSﬁcrtune-oﬁ'tﬁe unjust, scul is as resscnable as the evar%?
lastingness ef the rightecus,  but. is also reasamable to
belisve thatiGod's purposs will be as econamically fulfilied
by the extinction of* those souls: who have dended themselves
Lhe privilege of 1life. So far as eterngl separation fram

God: i eoncerned,  that is imglieit in all the mors eamplets)

+ statements an@ theeries; but. simce it is a vague implicatior

of scripture,: the ides has llttla megning alone,
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i In the midst of- tie heterogenious collection |
igof prophetic and agocalypiitc passages,: atiemptidg to view H
1311 points in perspective, we afm able te discern a certain nf

gravitation of faith toward certain ideas which; being ﬁ
' recognised, clear the vision and give to the wheole sssembs |
1lage of material = semblance of unity. It is of this ,
' general impression of umity rather than upon sny particular!
or striking text that the fairest biasses of faith are nade;
f In the following summary I atiempt to sst. forthj

the points which seem,. by their agreement: with the trend of

Gaspel teaching, to represent. the teachings of Jesus on the
j guesticns already considsred.:

Genersd Sumnery: !

L The first event which seemy to have been pro-
Ephesied by Jesus,to take place after his depabture,: was the'
, destruction of Jerusalem, This zlse =mppezrs ta@ be the onlyI
nsasonably clear politieal prophecy of Jesus: The prophecy’
concerning the evangelization of  ths warld and the date of |
| his coming again appears, whem all things are cansiderzd, !
ita place the Iatter at. the completion of the former. The %
i return of Christ in some manmer is both imglicil and: ex- |
|
t

' plicit. in his sayings, and without, it, the resurrection snd.
judgment. are deprived of much significanes, buf the manner |

-of that. return is notpsettlad,  in spite of Aets i.ll,
The conemptionms involved in the Pgreusia are

: both conglex and vague. The kingdam of heaven (or off God) |

 we may.be reasonably sure,: ix zt. ance the subjective exper-!

I1ence of  the Christian,. and the name of codlective Chrlst- i
ianity which is thatiideal spmial bond as yet imperfectly !

realised.,. It is: reasonable to balieve adso that Christ

: T ne - a—ﬂ-1 —~
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: .Q ': spoke of this kingdom @s an idesl and universal order of w.;'f
3 | things,  which should be the climax or end taward which :
, htstory is proceeding, and that, by sems manner af inter-
,ventlpn, he will bring it to pass, However,: ws: have seem
' that: the smriptural evidences fur an sxact; stabesment: of the
detalls of the Parousia and tie coming of* the kingdam are
" exceedingly eontresdictery and vague. There ds & sort, of-
assumpiion.that the scene,: or physiesl background of Lhe
" new kingdom ®mill be eipher this earth or thix earth re-
constructeds. '
Concerning the resurrectiem,. the idea af tthe
resurrectian of the baidy would seem to be~3‘:nescapable,‘but_l
even here ®e f1nd a conflict wikh the teaching of the
smul“s immartality,whicll seems to render the necessity of |
"the resurrection questionabls. However, we may assert. H&thp
| confidence,, Fhat dJesus taught. concsnning such a resurrec- ﬂ
btion s would most adiquatly serve the plan of- divine 4
' Justiee. '

Still mere unsatisfactory is the svidence 1n'th%
! Gmsmels concerning the attitude of Jesus with regard teo the
- judgment; and its consegueneesy While the fach; of judgwent. |
l~1s unescapable, the time and manner are unsettleds but: tiie |
' ' general impression left. in the minds of the disciples was |
f ,nhat_all men would be judged: in one definite period of time!
| set, aside for the purpesé,. after the resurreetion;,and that”
then the future state of each individusl wamld be unchange-“
ﬁably fixed.
[! Finally, i1 seems f{hat. all that may be said ﬂltﬂ
.assurance concerning the reward of the just is of* a natwpre :
‘even mare gemeral. It. is this,: that,.the warthy or right-
(~ 'eous will galn a reward everlasting and far better than E
g | enything they were ever able ta imagine.- Concerning the :
lunJuss g 11ke statement. is aﬁmlssable that, they Wlll re- |
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l'ceac'we g Judgment whigh will newer be: set. aside, and which /

®ill be in sxact harmeny with the demands of universgl q
Justice. t
’ Thiz is as far as L think we are justified in |
carrying ocur inferenees,s if" we desire to pracesed im accord-
ance with the evidense culled from the reported sayings of
Jesus, for while the famct; of tlre events are apparsntly }
cgleanrly asseried,  the problemS'ihvelvihg'questions:of‘kindxd
manner,: and meth d, are never settled. In other: words,, we:
are pointed fprward te an expectation of‘cergain events:and1
 conditions: whigh we are able to know in generie terms,. but, !
the specific answers to the questions- how,: when,:and whereﬂ
are not. affuorded; parable,: pictare,: and apacalypse;. being
Hhe material of the prophetic veil ofr the futpre thrigugh
which ouf: vision cmnnot. pierce.
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