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THE CfiURCK AHD’ THE WORKIHG MAK.

The ethics of ths- social problem is at. present, a fertile 

field for thought, and experiment,.- The world of tpday is. becoming 

aware of th© need of religious principles in all social inter- 

course-,- The int.ense interest, in social ethics has been manifest­

ed^ by the large number of-?able treatises, recently produced upo,n 

this, sub.iect., and the ready sale which these works have found.- 

Hot. only haye- religious leaders, found this t.o be of paramount, 

importance, but, st.udents of sociology have been looking toward- it 

as the only solution, of their nardest problems.

The need, is clearly shown by the present state of the church 

and the present, state of society, together with their mutual re­

lation. The history of the church in all ages shows that It has 

been inseparably connected with social progress. It, has' both in­

fluenced. and been influenced by social progress..' The Soman Church 

acquired and for a long time held a commanding position in world 

history, but when education and, other liberty giving forces were 

acquired by the- rank and file of men, the world threw off its. 

bondage, to dogma and. under th© leadership of th© reformers, de­

manded. that, the true religious nature of man should- have its free 

course, untpammeled-by Pope or Church.'Kith the institution of 

these pure ideals, the nejrly formed Protest.ant, Church secured an



inlhuence over itg. oonstitpenoy which equalled that, of the early

Roman Church.'

Such was the church that was planted in the early American 

Colonies. In establishing a colony a fort was. built to protect 

the people from their temporal foes, the Indians., while a church 

was. built to protect, them from Vheir spiritual foes.’ The bhureh 

was the social center of the oommunity. The town meeting was. held 

there. Itg minister was. the principal man in the place. Because 

of his superior education he had a large part .in the control of 

the* dis.trict. schools’. The place of the church was. a position of 

authority so that it controlled the people of the parish. The 

church had- very little^with the non-churohgoers, for there was 

no such class.'There were no industrial problems of how to reacn 

the masses, for there were no such large industries as xrs have 

now. Parental authority was such in those days, that children were 

brought up to go tp church on Sunday instead of spending the day 

in recreation and- amusement:.

As long as people were willing servants of the authority of 

the church, the church held it3 power over them. The arbitrary 

demands of the church, its dogma, its adherence tp obsolete 

customs and its inconsistent members, soon changed the willing 

obedience to unwilling adherence and finally to open indifference.’ 
f

This in brief is a history of me American church, in its. rela-



tion tp the people. The masses today are either indifferent or 

openly anta^onistxo tp th© church, not; so much on the ground of 

unbelief in vrhat the church stands, for, but-, because of a positive 

conviction that the church fails to realize its profession.

In disoussing historically the condition of the church, vre 

have- incidentally given the present condition of society and th© 

relation of the church thereto. It remains tp be stated whether 

this, relation is as it should be and if not, what is th© proper 

relation and how can it be- ai;tained?

It does not require much argument tp convince any open-mind­

ed-person that the present relation of church tp society is far 

from ideal.' It makes no difference from what point of v.iew we 

look at. th© matter, th© aspect is. th© same.'If we consider whao 

th© function of th© church should be,our observation plearly 

shows that th© church is not. living up tp its plain duty. Mr A.M. 

Fairbairn in his book,‘'Religion in History and in Modern Life", 

defines, th© function of th© onurch as follows;- "The function 

of the church is not. simply t.o main^ain an est.ablished Christian­

ity, but tp create it anew in the spirit and conscience of each 

successive generation. Sach generation must have a Christianity 

III of its- own born anew within i-t and not simply repeating th^ tra 

II' ditions and appropriating th© nabits of th© fathers,. If this 
111 .

be true th© church has. failed tp adapt, itself tp its environment.. 
'H

There- has. been an unequal evolution going on in which social



progress has. churdh far behind.'

The changes, that, have brought about the wide separation be- 

tyreen the church and the masses of people are classed by Professor 

Fairbairn as. political, social, industrial, and intellectual.' 

The political changes have wrought; a complete revolution in gov­

ernment. thru the various stages of monarchy, aristpcrasy, consti- 

tuti-cnal monarchy and republic.' The po?rer has. been transferred 

from a -king tp a family of’ nobles,, and from nobles, tp a parlia­

ment., and from parliament, tp people.' While this evolution has. been 

going on in the state-, there has. been practically no change in 

the church. To be sure th© power passed from Pope tp. Bishops, in 

ths Episcopal forms of church goeernment and other denominations, 

using the Congregational polity claim to have given every member 

an equal voice, but the fact is that church govern^ment is today 

practically an aristpcragyThose who make up official boards and 

prudential committees., with whom the power is lodged, are of the 

wealthy and influential class.’They not only regulat.e the finances, 

of the church,■ but. alsp. th© spirit, of all its. actiyity. The result 

is. that, the church tpday is. several hundred years, behind its: con­

temporary political development.’ It. is impossible,■ therefore,- to 

maint.ain an aristocratic church in a democratic st.ate.

There- has been a radical change in the- social spiri.t of

modern times,.; With our highly specialized industrial life Society 

has become divided into classes and sub-classes 'almost, as distinct



as the-castes, of India.; Wasters and workingmen are-every year 

growing farther apart; becoming rivals, tpat fear and distrust 

each otiier.’Ttie old-personal relation betxeen tjie-classes is 

rapidly being lost..''Sncorrseiously perhaps' the churches, have 

followed this, tendency to social demarkation,;,and the more-they 

have* done so, the more- distasteful have they become tp working- 

men.-When the^ church places, a religious, panction upon social dis 

tinotion it. loses the- approval of'the-working class..' In other 

words, the church cannot be a class church either for the employ— 
■»

ing class, or for the- employees.' The attempt that, vras recently 

made- in Sew York City to form a church for millionaires, was a 

notable failure-.' iVo more- can a church composed solely of working 

men be a success.’ The rank and file of men will recognise oniy 

one- standard of classification and that is tne Jfew Testament 

standard of'rig-hteousnesp. This perniciousif^/^ social s-pirit in 

the- church has, precluded the possibility of' unit.ed re-ligious, 

effort..’The'rich neither know anything about the poor nor do 

they care- to know.' They will shun every effprt. made- to bring 

them into- contact, with the working classes,.' An employer moves, 

into the- vicinity of' his. factory and the churiih where many of 

his: employees, attend-.; He chooses, however a larger church o:^ the 

same- denomination down town with the self-confessed- explanation 

that. i.t would interfere--with his: control of'^his. men if he were 

obliged- to associate with them in church relations,.'
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wif©' of' an overseer in the' cotton mills, with a good income 

is; surprised* to learn that, a fellow church member, who is, a 

weaver in th© same* mill, receives th©' meagre average wage- of 

ten dollans a week and out of it. is. supporting a wife and*- four 

children.- pt. seems to me that th© real ground-'for the alienation 

of the- mas'sss. of- working people from th© church may be traced 

directly to these class, distinctions..'

Thq industrial development, of modern times mus.t take- its 

share* of- the responsibility for th© non-religious, practises, 

of the* working peopleWhen i.t becomes, so difficult to earn a 

living that, a man must spend- his. entire time- at, his occupation 

there is little chance for religious: exercises..- In order to 

worship there* must be not only "a day of rest for the* man but- 

a rested man for the day.■''The struggle for self maintenance is 

so great that' its. worries, and* cares leave no time for meditation 

upon higher things.. The result, of this, industrial development 

has been to make workingmen alive only to their occupation and 

dead tp every thing else.'* It is. hard to secure their interest 

in education or art or religion simply because all desire for 

these things, has. been excluded by th© indus.trial demands.. Cities 

establish night schools, but, they are not. widely patronised ^by 

th© toilers..- Will owners, have made improvements in their fact­

ories; for th© express purpose of' inspiring high ideals of' self 

cultivation but. th© working people are slow to use them.’



Ttiis. means, tjiat tti© present rules: of'.indusiry iarpos© burdens 

that, asS' grinding out t'de very souls, of the-working classes.' 

It is. difficult, for the- church to know what to do with a con­

dition of' this: sort.' Progress must, necessarily be slow.’ tiuch is 

being done in th© right, direction; more- ought to be done.’

While- the- industrial development, has. been almo-ht phenomenal 

th©' intellectual development, has shown almost, equal progress.; 

There is a remarkable- ffient.al activity on th© part of every one. 

Daily nevrspapers,, magazines., and library looks, are accessible 

to all so that the general education of today is. far in advance 

of that of yesterday.’The-public school system has. spread thru 

out the- land- until every state- makes th© education of its. child­

ren compulsoryWhile all these things, are-helping on th©* cans© 

of secular eduGation,- very little is. being don© for religious, 

education.’ Tne Sunday Schools, meet, for one hour on’ one- day of «

the wedk; th©y are-provided-with teachers who give their services, 

and have no special training.’ There, is very little religious 

instruction in the home- compared with former times..’ The result 

of this condition of things is. the- larger int©res.t in secular 

training and- in th© subjects: taught and the proportionately 

diminishing interes.t in religious, education and especially in 

religion itself.'

Mr Richard-T'.Sly in his. "Social Aspects of Christianity", 

gi.ves us a further explanation for the alienation of th© working



classes, from ttis^ ehurhli/ He says, that the negative attitude of 

the' ohurch on social questions, is. largely responsible for the 

vride-spread indifference of' the masses of' Horking people-. The 

church will paint out, th© errors, of' socialism and the errors, of' 

Henry ‘George and* so on but ‘never speaks, anything positively a- 

bout th©' truths: of socialism or th©- good* of' the wofkingmen.' The 

demands: of labor organizations, which are in accord ffi.t'h Gospel 

teachings; scarcely ever receive- so much as an "Amen"* from the 

church.' Mr Bly mentions, an instance where the bakers, in Hew York 

sent petitions to the-clergymen of tne-city tp take some action 

tp help them tp a Sunday rest day, for up to that time they were 

working seven days' a week.'Out of the-, fiee hundred circulars sent 

out only six- answered.'A preacher’s meeting in. Pittsburg learned 

-that a gentleman had- given money for public conservatories^on 

condition that they should-be kept, open on Sunday.'The meeting 

passed- formal resolutions, against the acceptance of' the money.' 

Brom these incidents--Mr Ely truly concludes that the churhhes have 

not only been negaiive in their attitude toward those things, that 

would- help th© masses but -have been positively aggressive against 

them.'

He further urges, that the failure of the church tp rebuke 

wickedness^, in high places is a grievance which the working man 

cannot easily overlook.'The poor sinner is, condemned- but th© 

wealthy one- is: condoned-.'The working man has the idea that the



olergy 3’’^® sBrv&Etp. of tfie- wealtjiv since- they are- supported 

by them and-they keep quiet.'abortt th©ir sins.'This fact is'well 

understood- by many a good minister, who would- proclaim the- truth 

as: he- believes it were- not his. tongue tied by the wealthy members 

of his: parish.'

Ur Sly also cites, another cause- for the separation of the 

church apd- th© working people-.' Ths church has laid great emphasis 

in th© past- unon righteousness not. for the sake of this world- 

but. as, a condition op entrance into tas future- world.' This, mis­

placed emphasis has begotten an artificial notion in the minds of 

the majority concerning the function of the church.' The- working-- 
k

man is. obliged tp contend with the living present.' It is all he 

can- do tp provide for his, family day by day.'When th© present de­

mands. all one's attention, there .is. left very little time for the 

consideration of the future.' It is a good' sign of the times, that 

the church is. preaching a present, day religion for present day 

needs and is making th©' question of the- futuhe- incidental rather 

than fuBdemental.This is the only kind-of a Gospel that will ever 

reach the working classes.'

The foregoing enumeratiDn of causes not only indicates, that 

the workh'ng classes, have been- estranged from the* church but(^also 

that this relation is far from a proper one.' het us consider then 

what .is th© mission of' the church.' If th© function of th© church 

as. previously statdd is. tp be carried out,, th© church mus.t adapt



i’tgelf- to -itg. ©nvlroniDent..' Bach of' the reasons for alienation’ 

presents’ an' opportunity for the church, but, the fundamental ais- 

s.ioh'of' the ohufoh-if’properly .understood and fulfilled vrill take 

care of these difficulties..’ A study of' the Bible reveals this; 

mission.■ The church has. Anterpretod .its duty to be- the salvation 

of ihdividuals^nd' while this' is. good as. far as .it, goes., there is 

a field' of wokk for the church to undert.ake which has been over- 

looked-.- While it is true that society is made up £i .individuals' 

it..is also true that, the social structure presents problems that 

can Ohly be approached ih' a social way.' The Old Test.ament -is very 
/

clear ih its- social lessons.’ It represents God as establishing 

and maintaining a righteous nation.’ Individual morals are not 

overlooked but th© weight of' its teaching concerns' th© welfare 

of th© nation’.* Social duties were en.Joined upon every member of- 

Israel.’Their-privileges, and property rights were held as a sacred 

trus.t from Jehovah.’ If th©y abused these rights th© nation was 

made’ accountable.’ It, was. the nation that was rewarded for its 

rightoousness. by victory over surrounding peoples and it. was, the 

nation that was punished-for its. wickednes’s by defeat and-captivity. 

Righteousness, for the present, life rather than the world to come 

was: th© exhortation from each prophet.,’ These holy men of' Gbi point­

ed out the sins of the age such as-, the oppression- of the poor*,/ 

idolatry, and vice.’

Christ, embodied these same principles: in his teaching but. gave



uXiep a broader significance/Religion'wi'bji him was not identical 

ffi'th the stat.e as. in the Jewish theocracy but a principle which 

i's' the foundation of''all government and society.' He insisted that 

the motive of‘ every 'act should be right and taught, a code of' ethica 

principles, which are the guide^of society as w©lL as' individuals 

But. while he- enphasized religious prinoiples he exemplified these 

principles; in practical life.' He himself' set, an example of service.; 

"He ate with publicans and sinners', t.ouched the leper and cleansed 

him, opened the eyes; of’ the poor beggar that, cried to him from the 

street; he went, about, encouraging the poor, curing the sick^nd- 

ministering to the daily wants and needs of men.-"

He not. only helped the needy but he attacked the social evils oi 

his. day.' The scribes and Pharisees and hypocrites and money chang­

ers were not. allowed tp pass unscourged.' It is not strange that 

the Socialists: of' today look back tp Christ as: the first Socialist 

for they see in him the* champion' of their cause.' His. parting com­

mand! to hts. disciples'was: not, only, "As ye go, preach, but. also 

heal the sick, cleanse the lepers', raise the dead, oast out devils;- 

freely ye have received, freely give.’"

Christ's law of love and the Goldenr Rule stand forevdr .in the 

way 6f the present unequal distribution- of' wealth and the property 

privileges which it allows.' The principle of human brotherhood 

which grows out of' all Christ.'s teachings points to the goal of 

the Christian church.'That, principle is. the chief' corner-stpne of
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the kingdom of- God.’ While- the church may not. be co-extensive

with the kingdom, yet its p-Iaih duty according tp Chnist^-s command

is’ tp establish this: kingdom upon the earth.” The church must un­

dertake- this^for there .is- no other way for it to be accomplished.' 

A solution for social ills: has been sought, in legislatiorr, in' 

economic considerations:, in co-operation, in socialism and* in var­

ious. other ways but. none of them has been satisfactory.' The -work­

ingmen themselves, look tp the establishment of the principles of 

Christ, as the only solution and^ it is ttrshge that the church has 

been so slow in seeing it. also.' Tnerefore the misaion of the 

church is to carry into the social relations the principles. 

Gated by Ghrsist and this will be found the only true- remedy 

the separation'of the-church and the workingms^n.

Having set up the- ideal we- will now consider how it may

approached'.- All expecinient.al studies on the basis, of information 

given by labor leaders, arrive- at. one sweeping ooncluaion, that 
cC-dXfl-M .. ..................

the* laboring in general believe .in Christ ailid-Christianity but. 

they do not believe that the churches, represent Chris.t and Christ­

ianity.' Therefore if thrk st.ands, in the way of a more- intimate 

between th® workingman and tpe church, i.t is. high time 

church should put fDrt,h unquestionable evidence of 

to the person and teaching of Christ,.- Obviously this is 

task. It means that the spirit of' human brotherhood must 

every department, of activity.'It means a regeneration of



•tjie employers and a regeneration of t^e employed-.; lii faot^tp say 

that this' Hill be the means of oonoili'atLion .is simplTy a oompre- 

■nenaive s.t,atement of the pr.inoiple that ss behind all special

I sohemes of oonoiliatiion.’

The first thing thart. t,h© church can do tpward promoting a 

larger confidence on the part, of' working people, is to abolish 

all class, distinctions'.'The rich must associate with the poor.' 

They must come to know one another’s position. The poor must be 

made just as welcome to the church service as the r,ich.' If there 

is any plaee where the employer and tne employee can come together 

it is the church. V/hen it, is fully appreciated by both classes 

that God is' no respecter of persons,, there will be less diffi­

culty with th® unchurched. The down-town churches, in the tenement 

districts will not be moved up town into th© residential districts. 

Ths rich and the poor will meet, on a level before God and man . 

The first, great duty of the church therefore is to bring men to-

■ gethei? iQ brotherly relations,.'

In the second place th© church can show its rnt.erest in the 

workingman thru benevolent activity.' "It must, practise as well as 

precach.' It must help find men and women work; train incompet.ent 

persons tp earn a living; visit, the sick; help released prisoners 

to find situations;seek to bring fallen women back tp a virtuous 

life;-care for neglected children; support deaconesses to go about 

speaking encouragement and doing helpful deeds; it must administer



charity, soothe the pillow of- the sufferin.^, and speak to the dy­

ing of the mercy of-Christ..-" While benevolent giving has dons 

much good, and ss- s-Llll needed, it must be noticed thet benevo­

lent activity is what the church needs to win the laboring classes.

in the third place the church must, adapt, itself to present, 

day lEdeds. '^g have noted the fact thh.t it has been surpassed by 

the progress of the secular world and th^t ,its methods have not 

been brought down to date. There are some methods that are good 

for all times but most methods need continual revision. To begin 

with th© preaching of today lacks timelinessIt is not elegant 

discourses that are needed but plain, practical sermons tpst 

will reach strike home tp the heart, of every day living.- For this 

the preacher should be a sdiudent, of th® social conditions of the 

time.- He should study to relate the principles of Christ to the 

social problems that confront his particular community. The teach­

ings of Christ should be interpreted by the substitution of mod- |

ern conditions in place of those of-Christ's time. The church ;

has probably never faced greater problems than temperance, graft, I 

monopoly, civic virtue, selfisn luxury, pleasure-seeking, greed, 

lack of sense of soo.ial responsibility, wrongdoing, .justice, charity 

the relation between the creation of- wealth and its equitable 

distribution, between the rights of property and the rights, of man, 

the rights of the individual and the greater right.s of society;- 

questions of poverty, tenements, sweating system, child—labor,

-■.^.,,^■.....■^.1..- ' .............. . ......... ............ ....... ......................... ..........................................—



socialism, and a score of* other creeds and theories pervading 

t.he social and religious; world; and the church has. a vast t^ek 

on hand tp throw on these problems the search-light of* Ohrisljan' 

ethics, tp sift them the principles, of the Christian religion.*" 

If- the preacher will spend some time studying these questions 

which are uppermost in the minds of* the working peeple, and apply 

tp them his best knowledge of the principles; of Christ,, he will 

not have to preach long to empty pews.

The church must also adapt its: methods* of* work to the peasant 

conditions*.* The Sunday preaching services arid the mid-week prayer 

meeting have not proved themselves sufficient to hold the masses 

of'the people.* In seeking for other forms, of* work, the insti'toi- 

tional church has. become successful.* It meets the physical needs 

of- the people and prepares, ths way for the spiritual.* Jhe insti­

tutional church has provpd i'tp right to existence by the fact 

that its increase in membership has been six times as great as that 

of other churches.*

Again much may be accomplished by adapting practise to belief. 

The trouble wi'th the church has been not its lack of belief in the 

teachings of Christ but its refusal tp put its belief* into practise. 

As Mark Guy Pearse has well said-, "Wen are ready to offer their 

prayers on Sunday if* on Monday they may go into the market place 

and skin their fellows and sell their hides.*" When the labor

' leaders of this country were asked, "Do you think that employers



who are members of' churches are ntpre consi’deratp of the rights, 

of iabor than other eiDployers?’^, the almost unanimous, opinion was 

that Ghris.tian men were as hard, as exacting, as oppressive, as 

willing to cut. down wages to th^ starving point as any class of 

men engaged in business." ^he value of practical religion on the 

part of church members cannot be overestimated.

Ln the fourth place, the church must stand as the educator 

of both capit.al and labor in the ideals of Christian socialism. 

5he capit.ali'st must be shown that his wealth is given him by God 

to be well used. Upon him is the obligation of good stewardhhip. 

He is not. obedient, t.o his simple duty if he uses it dishonestly 

or spends’ it. extravagantly.' A man .is Just as. much accountable for 

th© good use of' his: money as he is for th© good use of his. hand 

or brain. The general public is growing impatient rrith those men 

who spend hundreds of thousands on th© luxuries of their privatp 

li'fe.- Is it. any wonder that the workingman does not care to worship 

with the millionaire?' 
»

Again th© employer should be taught to look after the good- of 

th© employee.' ifost employers consider that their obligation to 

their workmen ceases when they have paid them, their weekly wage. 

This is not true.'Practically they are .in partnership.'The ppployer 

shares in th© earnings of his. men and- more than this- be owes them 

th© moral obligation containdd in such Christian precepts as "The 

strong ought to bear th© infirmities of th© week” and "Sear ye one



another’s burdens: and so fulfill tbe law of •Christ...'” Most, impor­

tant, of these obligations is. that, of-kindly Interest and-courtesy. 

As. far as; possible the employer ought, tp knovr his men or at least 

treat, those kindly whom he does, know.' The obligation of* provd'ding 

sanitary conditions in the factpry and mill is a most. iinperatiVe 

one.' Many mills are poorly ventilat.ed; the light, is bad;dust is 

abundant; the heating is defective and the machinery is poorly 

protected.' Every Christian employer should feel himself religious­

ly bound tp provide comfortphle^for his. men to work in. Employers 

could easily undertake the obligation of the moral and intellect­

ual development of theit least, they should seek tp en­

courage it. Enough has been done in this direction to prove its 

high value.

On the other hand, the laboring man should be made aware ©f 

his obligation to his employer. The emphoyer should have Qustioe 

at, the hands of the working man. Hot all property i's the result 

of avaric^;- not. all rich men are selfish add stingy. The rich are 

giving annually over a hundred millions of dollars.'There is a 

different value that must be placed upon brain work than that up.ccn 

purely .manual labor.'The laboring man has yet tp learn that his 

cause cannot be furthered by extravagant, denunciations of t/e rich.' 

The working man must, also learn th© dignity of labor. The church 

can teach this by .giving him an equal place with the rich.'babor

is made honorable when its sons are not despised as social outcasts.



Tbe working man needs aijexhort.atibn to faithful and honest, labon. 

^ost of them are .grumbling because they are giv-ing their employer 

more than their money’s worth. Accordingly they plod along in a 

dissatisfied way, shirking at every stepi oaring hothing but to 

get. in their time. It. is not. strange that employers are slow to 

grant an increase of wages, when they know that the men will work 

no harder than before.' Furthermore labor has been slow t.o see the 

progress that. has. been made in improving its condition. Legisla­

tion has. cut down the hours, of work, Sunday labor and child labor.' 

.It has appointed inspectors to see that the laws, concerning san- 

rt.ation were carried out.. There, is being developed on every hand 

a strong public sentiment, in sympathy with the laborer’s poaitmon. 

.An appreciation of these things, would do mucn tp quiet the dissat­

isfaction of the masses. Ths chucch must, inculcate high ideals of 

self improvement, in the .minds of the working classes.. The laborer 

mus.t, learn that he will-improve his condition only as he improves 

himself.' Every thing that stimulates such a cultivation ought to 

be promoted by the church. In summing up the work of the church 

in the solution of the social problem, we must revert, to our in­

troductory paragraph.'Men must.be imbued with the-iporal ideals 

of Jesus Christ/ before they can attain to a satisfactory s6oial 

condition.'

I’A is evident fron the discussion thus far that the church is 

facing a social crisis. The working man has come tp himself.' He is

must.be


SBBCt

gradually get.ting more power within his controlifle needs direction 

and will get. it some where.' If he does not. get. it ' fr.<m the church 

he will get. it from the labor agitator or social demagogue.' In the 

lat.ter cases, he works out, his own ruin and consequently the ruin 

of all soaiety.' As a matter of self' protection tp say nothing of 

aggressive enterprise the church is obliged tp meet this crisis. 

Lt. demands, s.tudious. consideration on the part of the leaders, of 

the chucoh.'Ur Sly recommends that one—half the time spent, by our 

preachers in theological schools should be given to the st.udy of / 

■social 'problems.. Ths church must get rid of its negative apathy 

towards social reform and get, int.o line with the labor forces, 

for mutual improvement..'One thing is certain that if tne masses 

are left, to the present process of' natural sel^ection, it will 

not be long before they are extinguished.'

In the last, few years, however., the church has made an hones.t 

attempt to face this, crisis..' It has established many branches, 

of philanthropic work among the laboring classes,. Its hospitals 

and- asylums, are open tp ths sick and unfortunate.' Its elementary 

schools, and- colleges are providing education for any one who de­

sires it at a nominal cost,.’ The social settlement inaugurated by 

Alfred Toynbee in London has. been duplicated in most of ou/ large 

cities with great success. The institutional church, already re­

ferred to is being rapidly multiplied in the cities of the land. 

The T.M.D.a.: and the T.i?.0.A., with their educational and physical



worX tpgetlier with employment bureaus, and the like are doing a ' 

wonderful work for the laboring classes/ Religious papers/are 

devoting much space to social problems:/ The leading pulpits are 

heeding the appeal of the laboring man and champidnihg his cause/ 

The church has been honored by the selection of men from i'ts ranks 

to arbitrate in labor disputes/The leading Prot.0st.ants-have es-r 

t.ablished unions for the express purpose of studying the labor 

Situation,' with a view to bringing it. in intelligent form before 

th© church/

It is not overestimating the truth to say that as far as 

activity is concerned, the churches, of today are meeting the soc­

ial crisis, heroically. The spirit, of sacrifice uhich lies at the 

bottom of human brotherhood and vrhich alone i s, a cure for the 

social ills, will not. develop in a moment.. It. will be generated 

and increased by the lines, of Christian work already suggested. 

The sacrifice of- Jesus Christ, in emptying himself' of the glory 

that he had with the Father, and taking upoffl himself the form of 

a servant, and the fashion of a man and the humble obedience which 

led him to give his life on the cross for the betterment of man- 

kihd,—this same sacrifice must in some miraculoiis way inspire the 

lives of modern church members before there can be a reoono^lia- 

tion of the cnurcb and the working man.


