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In this study the author wishes to examine both 

the ps y chologica l and cultura l f a ctors involved in Jewish 

parent-child rela tionships. He seeks the a nswers to t h e 

followi ng questions: 

1. How do the attitudes and personality structures 

of the Jewish pa rents under examina tion influen ce their 

children in such ways tha t psychological difficulties a rise 

for the children? 

2. How do cultural f a ctors i n fluence the pa rent-

child rela tionships under exam ina tion? 

3· On the ba sis of the evidence revealed in this 

study, \'lha t responsibilities suggest themselves for a socia l 

worker to a ssume when he trea ts Jewish pa rents and children? 

ORIENTATION 

As ha s alrea dy been indica ted, a n effort is being 

made to examine both t h e cultural a nd psychiatric f a ctors 

i nvolved in t he parent-child rela tionships under considera-

tion. This type of orientation ha s been popula rized in the 

litera ture by lawrence K. 'B' rank.. He t erms it the 11 Psycho-

cultura l Approach 11
• 

The psychocul tural a p·9roa ch utilizes the 
insights offerred by psychology a nd psychia try, 
a s well as by cultura l anthropology, and is 
concerne<-1 with the tota l persona lity of the 
individua l a nd his cha r a cter structure. As such, 
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wi l l be undertak en. The writer will con sider an historical 

descri ption of the Je\vish p eople, a s well a s traditiona l 

family patterns and roles. In Chapter Four, the writer 

"Till present ba cirground material on the thirty-seven si tua t-

ions. Chapter Five wi l l consist of cas e prEsenta tions and 

a d iscussion of the ca tegories. The writer will present a 

summary of the en tire study, his conclusions, and the ca se 

work i mpl ica tions of t he da t a in Chapter Six . 





























In Table II (page 19), tv1o observations a re the 

l a r ge number of children referred for school problems and 

the l a rge number referred for n ega tive behavior. 

Table III shows the length of time s pent in treat-

ment by the thirty-seven parents and children. 

TABLE III 

LENGTH OF T HiE I N TREATMENT 
OF CLOSED AND OPEN CASES 

Length of 'I'ime Number of 
in Treatment Closed 

Between 0 - 6 months 10 
6 months - l year 5 

l - 1-l/2 years 6 
1-1/2 - 2 years 2 

2 years or more 0 

Total 23 

cases 
Open 

0 
5 
0 
l 
8 

14 

Trea tment, for both parents and children, ran 

from six months or less to tv10 years in the closed cases, 

and from six months to two yea rs or more in the ca ses tha t 

were still open a t the time of this study. The med i a n 

length of time in trea tment for closed ca ses vras ten months; 

for op en ca ses, it was tvlO years, eight months. 

In Table IV (page 21), the sta tu.s of closed and 
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Table VIII shows the amount of education the 

parents r e ceived. 

Extent of 
Education 

TABLE VIII 

EDUCATI ON OF PARENTS 

Fathers 
No. % 

Mothers 
No. % 

3 8 
20 54 

6 16 
8 22 

37 100% 

It is noted in Table VIIIthat forty-three per 

cent of the fathers and fifty-four percent of the mothers 

possess at least a high school education. There is a 

slight indication that the fathers received more education 

than the mothers. 
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workers involved in the case situa tions. 

Ca ses have been c hosen for presenta tion on the 

b a sis of' t h e na ture of' the pa rent-child rela tionship, the 

availability of the material, and the typ ical ity of the ca se 

with in the group . 

Following each ca se presen t a tion t h ere will be a 

discussion which will att emp t to answer the questions the 

author p osed in the introductory chapter. There will als o 

be a summa rization of ea ch ca teg ory as a whole. 

Group I 

Fifteen cases clea rly showed tha t the mother's 

domina nce p l ay ed a significant role in the parent-child 

rela tion ship difficulties. Four of t h ese ca ses have bee n 

selected for presenta tion and discussion. The other eleven 

will be mentioned in the summary. 

Case l A. B., a nine year old boy , has 
been in treatment since Sep tember, 1952. 
The ca se is still open. 

At intake, Mother complained of 
A.'s d isobedience, inability to g et along 
with other children, excessive demands 
for money a nd attenti on . A. is the oldest 
child in the family; there a re a young 
brother a nd sister. 

A. is of a v e r age intelligence 
and size for his nine years of age . His 
chara cteristic a p oea rance is i nd ifferent, 
slouchy, a nd vra lking vJith a feminin e ga it. 
He t a l k s of g ifts he would like to 
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Father is a stock clerk who ea rns 
about forty dolla rs a week . He does not 
pa rticipate much in the f am ily, but isolates 
himself with his hobby, radio build ing. 
\1'/hen A . makes too much noise, he will punish 
him. Mr . B. presents a p icture of a 
passive, submissive husband. Like Mrs. B., 
he uses bribery to make A. conform. 

This situa tion demonstra tes the dominant mother 

who plays a role in causing her son to be an overcontrolled, 

inhibited, a nd effeminate boy. He is kept a·vmy from his 

passive f a ther, with whom he cannot identify because of the 

latter 1 s a pathy , and identifies with his mother \vho must 

11 keep him in line". She inhibits any of his aggres sion and 

is fea rful she might ulose control" of' him. A. is forced to 

control himself, and reacts with disobedience and rebellion--

which intensify his mother's a nger. 

There are several cultural factors operating in 

this case . Mrs. B. fulfills the r ole of the ty p ical Jewish 

mother in being both the domina nt parent a nd the chi ef 

dis ciplinarian . It is observed th<3,t she is unema ncipa ted 

from her own mother and the strength of this tie is seen. Her 

non-emancipation interferes with the assuxnp tion of a heal thy 

ma t ernal role. The preoccupation with status is another 

cultura l factor tha t emerg es in thi s situa tion. r1Iother desir 

to come to the Center because it 11 is bigger 11
• 1.\. manifests 

reb ellion overtly in his wish not to attend Hebrew school. 
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rea dily. She realizes tha t she 
is a g irl, but is openly resentful 
of this--wanting to b e a 1 cow g irl, 
herd ca ttle, a nd g o after rustlers'. 
She is meticulous, thorough, and 
exact, which is a defense aga inst 
an overbea ring, controlling 
mother who dominates the entire 
family. In treatment, D. 
en j oy e d the accep t a nce of a 
benign parental figure, which 
helped her to become l e s s 
tense. Her interests g r a dually 
became more those of a g irl of 
her age . 

The B. f amily lives in one of 
the better residential d istricts. Father 
is ma nag er of a beverag e company. Both 
parents ha ve a grea t dea l of feeling 
a round money a nd sta tus. They have brought 
out that they do not ha ve their own h ome 
or a ca r, but if they did, it wou ld help 
D. to gain friend s. Both parents are 
colleg e g r a dua tes and put a grea t dea l of 
empha sis on intellectua l a ch ievement. They 
adhere strongly to J·ewish customs and insist 
tha t D. g o to Hebrew school four times a 
\-leek , which D. dislikes be ca use 11 a t 
Hebrew school they always want their own 
vlay 1

' ; D. a lso resents the f a ct tha t she 
must observe ' a ll the Jewish customs and 
c e remonies. 

Fa ther is seven yea rs y oung er 
tha n I"lother. He was the youngest of four 
children. In his one interview a t the 
Center h e used t he hou r to understand his 
part in the p roblem. He brought out 
a grea t dea l of ma t erial about himself a nd 
his b a ckground. He t hought he wa s tied 
to his mother a n d rememb ered tha t his f a t he r 
wa s always busy a ndhad no time f or the 
family. His v.rorker sta ted: "He seems to 
h a ve be en a man who was tied to his own 
mothe r a nd domina ted by women. He married 
a strong woman who definitely con trols him 
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Mother tried to mak e D. into a male be cause of her own mas-

culine strivings. Mrs. B.'s desire to be a ma le caus ed her 

to force everybody in the f amily to be subservient to her. 

This caused many confl icts for D. and interfered with a 

harmonious rela ti onship between D., her dominating mother, 

and her pas sive father. D. rea cted with fea rs and temper 

t antrums which a nnoyed both pa rents and hindered the family 

relationships. 

Wi th rega rd to cultural f a ctors which seem to be 

operative in this situa tion, the dominant mother-submissive 

father relat ionship is observed. The preoccupa tion with 

intellect is seen. Both pa rents were college gr adua tes and 

wanted D. to suc ceed. D. seems to have defied her parents 

by being a problem in school. She further rebelled agains t 

attendance a t HebrerT School, a s well a s against the Jewish 

ceremonia ls she is comp elled to observe. 

·:rhe quest f or sta tus is observed in this situation • 

.A ccording to her parents, D. would ga in friends through 

money and other symbols of success. 

The aforementioned cultura l variables have influ-

enced both parents' a ttitudes and the parent-child relation­

ship . llifother's dominance intensifies f a ther's submissive-

ness. His tie to his own mother inter:feres with his assump-

tion of a ma ture f a ther role. The push on D., while rnani f es 
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