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Å[P�\PI\�[TQXXML�\PZW]OP�\PM�VM\��WZ�
¹\PM�Å[P�\PI\�OW\�I_Iaº���ᇉຶྪ
೦ (y% s@ w2ng p7��\PM�Å[P�LQM[�IVL�\PM�
net gets torn, a lose-lose situation), 
ᅃྪٶ৑ (y# w2ng d2 j#n, to catch all 
in one net, to round up in one fell 
swoop), ྪਸᅃ௬ (w2ng k`i y! mi3n, 
leave one side of  the net open, give 
the wrongdoer a way out). Another 
one is “ଣᇬ၉ᇉ, փසཽܸ঳ྪ” 
(l!n yu`n xi3n y%, b&r% tu# 9r ji9 w2ng), which 
means, “Standing near the water and 
ILUQZQVO�Å[P�Q[V¼\�I[�OWWL�I[�OWQVO�
back and weaving a net.” Though ྪ 

was originally a noun, it also came to 
be used as a verb. For example: “ྪ
 ,ᇉ” (w2ng d3o y# ti1o d3y%)ٷᅃཉڟ
_PQKP�UMIV[�\W�VM\�I�JQO�Å[P��

The metaphorical meanings were 
expanded through sayings like, “ཀ
ྪ࣬࣬ǈ຀ܸփ୑” (ti`n w2ng hu~ 

hu~, sh$ 9r b% l7u). This literally means 
that “the net of  heaven has large 
meshes, but it lets nothing through,” 
meaning that evil cannot escape 
punishment. And then there are 
your more prosaic nets, like ኩያ
ྪ (zh~zh$w2ng, spiderweb), ཎີ

These days, you’re more likely to 
use the virtual net than handle a real 
one, but the character ྪ remains a 
handy reminder of  the days when 
UWZM�Å[P�[TQXXML�\PM�P]V\MZ¼[�VM\�
than savvy internet users jumped over 
ÅZM_ITT[��<PW]OP�ྪ still bears a strong 
resemblance to its original, oracle bone 
form    , its form has actually rounded 
the circle from simple to complicated, 
and back to simple.

Things started getting knotty when 
the pronunication aid ྨ was added 
below ྪ, turning it into Ꭴ. The 
confusion was heightened when Ꭴ also 
came to be wrongly used as a negating 
word meaning ுᆶ (don’t have), as 
seen in the idiom ዃැᎤ࿕ (zh# ru6 w2ng 

w9n), which literally means “to act as if  
there is no news,” or more colloquially, 
“to turn a deaf  ear to.”

To avoid confusion, the radical ᷭ 
was added to Ꭴ’s left side, to form 
网. ᷭ means “thread” or “yarn,” 
and was used to indicate the kinds of  
nets that were used for hunting and 
Å[PQVO��5MIV_PQTM��\PM�Ꭴ without a ᷭ 
continued to be used to express ுᆶ as 
well as “deceive.”

Though the meaning was now 
clear, 网’s strokes had multiplied like 
bunnies in heat, making it a huge pain 
to write. The movement to simplify 
Chinese characters in the 50s provided 
the perfect opportunity to rectify the 
unecessary complexity, and 网 reverted 
to the elegant simplicity of  ྪ.

Just as in English, there are a ton of  
Å[PQVO�ZMTI\ML�M`XZM[[QWV[�\PI\�][M�ྪ. 
To wit: ቧྪ (zh`ng w2ng, to throw out 
your net), ஌ྪ (lu7 w2ng, be caught by 
a net), ୑ྪኮᇉ (l7u w2ng zh~ y%, the 

Ủ૰
ጴࡲ ON THE

CHARACTER
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你是擅长翻墙的“漏网之鱼”吗？
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ORACLE SCRIPT

TRADITIONAL  
CHARACTER

ᷭ
Ꭴ 网 ᷭ

w2ng

ྪ

Used in the words:
sh3ngw2ng

ฉྪ

w2nglu5

ྪஆ

ྪ (ti0s~w2ng, wire netting), ಇ൰ྪ 
(p1iqi%w2ng, volleyball net) and so on. 
Things that resemble the criss-cross 
organization and structure of  nets are 
also called ྪ. For example: ຤૧ྪ 
(shu@l#w2ng, irrigation network), ঍ཚྪ 
(ji`ot4ngw2ng, transportation network), 
ཚრྪ (t4ngx&nw2ng, communications 
network), ฆᄽྪ (sh`ngy-w2ng, 
trade network), ࠲ဣྪ (gu`nx#w2ng, 
interpersonal network) and so on.

Since the internet, or ྪஏ, burst 
onto the scene, more and more 
“virtual nets” have been popping up 

in people’s lives. For example, ม঍ྪ 
(social network), ࣿ૿ྪ (marriage 
network), ࠔ࿿ྪ (shopping network) 
and so on. You’ve also got lots of  
web-related words like ྪӕ (w2ngb`, 
internet café), ྪ኷ (w2ngzh@, web 
address), ྪᄻ (w2ngy-, webpage), ྪ
໏!(w2ngs&, internet speed) and ྪয় 
(w2ngj@ng, internet police). These days, 
even if  you aren’t a ྪ،!(w2ngch5ng, 
“internet bug” or internet addict), 
you’re probably at least a ྪ௷ 
(w1ngm!n, a regular internet user); even 
if  you haven’t had a ྪ૿ (w2ngli3n, 

cyber romance), you’ve got a few ྪᆷ 
(w2ngy6u, internet friends). If  you work 
I�_PQ\M�KWTTIZ�WNÅKM�RWJ��aW]�LMÅVQ\MTa�
like ྪࠔ (w2ngg7u, online shopping). 
You can use ྪᆀ (w2ngy!n, internet 
JIVSQVO��\W�UIVIOM�aW]Z�ÅVIVKM[#�QV�
your spare time you can study at a ྪ
ၯ (w2ngxi3o, online school). There’s 
really no aspect of  the tangled web 
of  our online lives that this character 
doesn’t reach!
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