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THE DIVINE PROGRAM.
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The divine program involves the ultimdte salfation of the
world. The steps in that prggfhm are sia%ed in Christ's parting
words: " Ye shallﬁbé witnésses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of thne earth”.
v God -himsed~has-heen—the-prime mover™ in the W 6rkifig out of his
divine program: He was the prime factor in the success of Saint
Paul's missionary labor, He not .only worked with .aul but also be-
fore Paul. z Thru Alexander God diffused the Greek language thoughout
the scénes of Saint Paul'!s future migsionary apgtivaties . It; thus,
was God who blazed the way by spreading a cormon language. Again,
thTu Roman roads and quan religions tolératlon he made possible the
rapid spread of the gospel thruoﬁt the Roman Fmpire. Once more,‘in

the Jewish Diaspora we see éne movement of the divine hand. Throughol

tne whole then knownworadd, tné Jews wandered in quest of a4 larger
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soil o011 which Ghristian;ty later tooK root.

In our own land wéff;gce t@g,movqmgnt*of the divine hand.
God has constantly exténded what we call our Home Mission. work by
constintly enlarging our termitory , 1n 1803, first came the purchase
of tHe Louisiana cpuntrg ﬂgom'Nafoleon‘Boﬁ;parte. Th 1819 Florida
was purchased. Texas in 1845 for greater pfotection desired to be
annexed as a state and was ‘admitted. New Mexico was purchased
in 1848 fhrh the heroism of Marcus Whitman Oregon became a part

of our territorv. In 1853 thru purchase, the boundaries of New

i e o MEEICO HETE, OXxteRided. Alaska WAs purchased in 1867, the Hagllan
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Islands in 1898. As a -result of a war with Spaln, Porto Rico and
the Philippine Islands were added to our territory. Thus the

providéence of God has tutored us to follow the divine prodgram.



In our so—oalled forelgn Missionary wcrk Aiviné prOV1dence hag
often paved the way. Our demandyfor forelgn”MarkeZ§” and for

foreign goods has not only epened the door tofthe Missionary but

J

‘eormercial intercpurase bas brougnt about a mutual underétanding that

nmakes rapid the sgread,of~thq gospel. « This aoqualntance w1th all
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and easy communication &1’8 factors f..nat make thlS a pecullarl‘y ¥
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Missionary age. } ‘yiyh Qhristi&nity now estabiiqhqd in alil the
| strategic places the world over no ‘wonder prophets are anpea11ng

for, and prophesying ¢he evangeliza;ion -of $&e world frithim -the
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The evangelization of the Wpfld falls most heavily updn the

churches, of the United Qtates of rmerica. Because of our’ degree
of. developnernt as 4 natlon and because of our geographicaT p@Sitlon
-we are commissioned by dlyine arrangement to bear the gospel 14 the‘*

what may be calléd thé. thlrd ‘stage of its hlStOTV. ¥ ?heisceng of

the firétgstgge consiituted the countries about the Med;tegranEQn'sea.
That .represents past ﬁiﬁtony. T%e;theatreﬁpf the'bré;ent stage
of history involves.the cduﬁtrieé‘éboﬁt the Atlaniic. Theiscene

- of the third great ‘drama of hlstory will comprlse the countries

about the Pagifiac . fhe course§bf human events has’ been westward +» -
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It mi‘l enevitablv eontlnue to me Wethard mhe Medlterranean

.....

exercised & moldlng 1nf1uenee unon“the Atlantic. 3.0, the.ﬂethard

‘ march will quraharge the Paélflc with the 1ﬁfe of, the Auldntlo.[
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g - We then ?re the d%y%p§3x_gggzqn*peoplenyo 1mpgrt this 11fe. ?hg, ,J
burden: of earrﬁlpg ofat the d1v1ne program rests with us. . The
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benighted pPedples Qf tne earth,are*ln the, matn of -our Westward march.

Our posgssession of the Haw;ian and *Philinpine aslands thus»proves

I

providéntal, Our divine oommiqélon 1S‘unmlsta&§§ﬂﬁﬂ .

Certain .internal quglifications enfogoe,upén us Qp§ydivinedh
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commisgion. Our nation's influence in mattiers in ggperélvleads among

all nations . Moreover: no other nation ¢an furnish stich. a fund
H e
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of money and offer such a supﬁﬁy of consecr&%ed men . Surely the

task of piloting the re&é%tion of the, world for Chirst belongs to the

W , )
Protestant churches of &mer;oa, ;P b
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—me=m T 7 ofle Baving of the world will aPter all depend upon proper
emphasis given'each point of the divine program.

A8 the Met@@ist Bpiscbpal church we Have not always maintained
proper emphasis .. We became 'so intoxicated with the greatness of
our foreign opportpmity that we neglected our home opportunity.
"Beginning at Jerusalem" was never intendéd by £hrist to mean de-
parture from Jerusalem. "Jerusalem? is not the point of departure
for a pedestrian, but the fountain of a. stream.

If we would keep the stream of missionary activity replemished'

with zeal , missionaries and means we must gudrd the fountain of the
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Our insytematic and séngational chglé for missionary
2} -~
instruction; and without sufficerit regard for home demands ., has

nét 'only turned out attention and somgtimes with digust , away

" J % .
from the foreign work, but. 4180 has weakened’bur interest in the

home woQITk.
5 ~ -

We have aiso baen unSclentlflc in our appeal for financial
F3 % ‘ P
sunnport. We have indulged in the erroneous practice of comparing
° with the giving per capita
our giving per éapitﬁnoﬁ other phtircheg. Saving nothing about the

possibility yea- the certaginty of these other churches being more

v s OISt h 1S ~C OMPATIE ON ~0 Fgi Ving: PEreoaDit A~DetRe O NeChUTCNE Sun
is unbiﬁ;cal. Thé only honest comparison is the amoint a man
gives in comparison with what he reserves for himself . Christ used
this method of:comparison when He shamed the Pnarisees in His
commendation of the woman who out of her exireme .little cast in

»

two fites.
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Agzain., in.our -one-sided.’ardor we have foolishly emphaSised the
superiofty of foreign missionary work. We ought\ﬁot thus -cheapen
the work of the hpmé ministry. It is mnot in atcord with the
divine prggram. - For instance, weﬁqught not say, we -want the best
for the foreign f{ﬁld, but sAy, we'want tgose who can Pesm adapt

#w~*w,w,”¢hémselves,férwvhefforeégnd;in%xti?*2”*“Nﬁ%ﬁiﬁé”EﬁﬁianENEB;E;N~ o
fatal to the foreigy miﬂsionary cause as to dishearten the ministry
of the hdémeland by évenwsuggeating éﬁ&t it is of lesser impdrtance.
We saféguard all concerhed when we maintain proper emphasis upon
each point of the d1v1n9 program.

At present, the point oﬁ thezd1v1ne program’,'beginning at
Jerusalem" needs’ greaﬁer=emphas;s thah it is receiving. For
instance ,the church doeé‘ﬁoﬁ-h;ite realize the far-réaching
importance ‘of Chris%ianzing the immigrant. The 1mmigrant has,

complicated our 1labor problem if indeéed he has not been the 80le
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immigrant eéxplains in rart’ our lack of interest ih the struggling
labering man. Or, perchance it- is more our 1lack of ‘interest in
Jhaings so mundane as economic welfare that explains our lack of interes
(n the Taboring immigrant. As far as the effect upon the chvreh is
concerned it matters not which is the cause and which is the effect..
'"Weﬁsimply have not been adequately concerned ahout the 1ot of the
laboring man . If we had been interested in‘the welfare of the
laboring man we would have bBe en interested intﬁhe redemption of
the immigrant, for the iﬁmigrant i8 most always a so-called laboring
man. What then has' béen'the=¢f¢ect,upon the chrreh? Many
so-called down town churches- have heen depleted and others every-
T ST S e eV T e 7 Ml e 7 g2 @ PR, R > A .‘t\, W o e e %mw%www e | T
where have been severely weakened . Our lack of ecomonid
interest has helped the immigrantbsupplant the native labYoring man.
He naturally left the chuwroh, even tho he did not always leave the
community. On the other‘hand,qur lack of spiritual interest in

g
the irmigrant has denied us in our churches a substitute for the

supplanted native. If we do not rally to the salvation of the
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foreigner in our midst , the time is coming when we will be
embdrrassed with more éirqgg}ing{chﬁraheg , Yea withempty churches.
Phe ¢hurchs¢. has a pééﬁliar nission in the solution of the
labor problem. I oan nﬁ; believe a bowi;df scup given as bait to

E

W * " .
¢ hear a sermon wWill €o0° far ih redeeming the laboring man from économic

4

-« Slhress. The~gospel-indeed does tend-to-make -a~ man*economically ™™ ~~
independent, butmpnly’under certain economic ¢onditiions. But

in this day at least , the church or intitution proclaiming a

saving grace must go -deeper than a bowl of soup and a sermon, in the
salution of the labor problen. The chuirch must not merely give a
free lunch when hungry, or mereély  onén its -pews for a night's

lodging when shelterless , but help Tremove the underlying conditions,
Poverty and destitution in this day do not for the mosﬁf?ﬁgéinate

from “the one stricken, but from some greedy or thoughtless employer

or corporation. The church unfortunatély has been satisfied too

-order of things as more br less permanent.

There is to be sure, , a growing demand for a change from the
old order of,things .  But the puipit on- the vhole as yet fears
to herald its gmaﬂéiiating message. There is danger ¢f crumbling
down‘ihe 5%};ars of. the oﬁprchu ~ Unfortunate)y too frequentlyv the
pillars of ﬁhél@reséﬁt day; church qré qot spiritual but financial.
Thereé is ipdeed the danggg‘of bringing on a chaetic condition of
affairs. But what is the alternative? The pulpit simply must

not snare the rod on the gpeedy employer . Any mercenary attempnt

B to :save the financial self of the, church in such hours of human need
T s e * I o, i

will surely bring on spiriﬁua; deoay"aﬁd death,

¥

When the church fully Iaunches on its mission of solving the
so-called labor problem there must be clear undérstanding as to ‘tne
scope of its mission. In the first place such a task domes within

“the function of the church. That -day has forever passed when church

members mist monkishly abstain from.“fa@iﬁg all the probiems of life.

< .
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There iq an'undercurrent of feeﬁng in most of us that the more decply
religious we are the 1399 concerned ought we be abqut matters not
strictly religious. But on the other hand , the ¢huréh is not a
mere formm.for discussing this ot that -reform. The church may

and mst remain a religiousﬁihstitution and not become merely an
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econonmic or political institumion. The work ‘of the amrch is to
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80 inspire men ‘and women witpha%8001al vision that they will perforce
bring the spirit of brotherﬁood into all the relations of life.

The soiution of the labor problem is of far reaching importance.
It is the city's principle problem. The gsolution will he a long
syep in the direction of saving the city for Christ. If our cities
are Christianzed then the .Christianzation of America is assured .
To save America is to save the :7orld.

The peculudr relation the rurgl church bears to the urbah

chuvrch deserves Gonsideration. The vast migration from the country

to the cities makes this a very vital question. . The country

"J""l,v\‘ Vg
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giderable atientien. - The+proﬁlem 18 two-fold: how best re4dgch the

Tural population for the ypbuilding of the :ountry chvrches, how

X+

gave for Christ and for the church the vast munbers before migrating
t !!"

to the city? We hold that the city cannot long maintain itseif
without hew blodd constantly doming in from the covnﬁ;y. This
applies aswell t5 tne cit§f9h%rcﬁi " But éhe vast migration to the ’
cities must Be saved For the éhﬁrgh vefore it leéaves for the@coﬁiry,

or it will never inr the main be saved. Indéed a heavy responsibility

. ..
rest 'upon the couiry church.

e e T.WE 82VE the, rura; prulﬂtiou ﬁbr’the bpbuilgigg,gz;&yggqoungry .

‘\r

church then those migrating to the cities will be qued for the city
church. Our problem then iR Beality is not twofold but a single
nproblem. How may we .so0lve our problem? We feel that thé ecomonic
welfare of the nation depends in large measure upoh keeping as large
a proportion as possibBle of  the population in the country. In
order to do this ws advocate bringing as much as possible of the

city 1ife out intozfﬁe country. Something analogatis must be brought
— Wt F X By 4 :
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to bedr in partial solution at 1east of the country church problem.
Thete ought to be more prevalent exchanges between ruxal and city
church pulpits. Sunmer vications may thus be very profitably
spent for all congerned . Ministers would better discover théemselves.
The city minister will have a chance to see 1f héfg%and alone with-
out the ‘bolstering ef?ect of hlgh poé1t10n¢ﬁbeaut1fu1 suxxoundings -
and salaried singers. The couﬂtry mlnlqter will most likely really
digcover himself- andfmany a city church w;th great delight will
discover a new pan . Such exchange oft pu plts otight to vbe enforced.
That would, in a very primary senee&, ke a"beginning at Jerusalem®.
If such a manner of bringing the cit%xgut into the country relative

to churzhes is not possible Pecawse of ciroumstances or pride, then

Il

-surely there ought to be a g;eiter readineqq on the part of those

v k4

at «the service of the whOIe church to gpend more of their time
than they do , among conntry churches; They may hold that they must
make thelr lives GOunt as mich as possible by aadreqelng as large

L A A S et o L AL B i P g i T T s S
congregations aq pO%qlble If this doctrine is sound then what

becomes of that complacent doctrine handed to rural ministers that they
have the privilege of furnishing the‘ﬁation and the church with

the greatest men? It 18 indeed a .grand privilege, but it ought

to be appropriated ﬁy all possessing a legal right.

Thus we see, in a Small way to be sure , that many are the

proYilens of the hdme-minlqtry ’ that the part of the divine

program of beginning’ at JeruSQ1em",_muntureceive its proper

emphasis. Call 1t selfishneeq if you will, this deep concern for
the homeland and for the nqpé chbmoh, bux 1t is a selfishness ai¢in

»

tp noble self-respect,a sel fishness  like unto that which.possgssed .

-

m.e_‘, %ia
Christ who said , * Go teach e e beginning at Jerusalem®.
Anyone possedssed of suéh én_in%erest in the homeland is driven

by the very passion within him:to love all men. He is no less

’M
interésted in the foreign landw Telative to the redeémtion of men than

"

he is in the homeland .
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The tendency, on the paTt“b} a no small number to place
emphasis on the needs of the homelynd, it is needigés to say, is
a'maxgéhift to evgdﬁ @hQEKWho;e missionary obligation relative to
both home, and foreign.

Dthers more seridusly manifest. a disﬁelief in Poreign Missions

- w “ v

on the g¥ound tham it 1% an 1mpoq1t10n on the forelgn people .

Superficially considered it does seem 1like urging upon a people

sorething not welcomed. But when we remind ours=lves of thé vast

W

numbers from all lands who take it upon themsglves to come to

Christian America; ‘we arﬁ”momentarlly undeclded whether to. accept

;')‘

it¥a case of sulcidal earalesinéss or ‘surrender our contention of

unfair imposition.
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There is somethlng 1nh?reﬁt’1n hé Chriqtlan gospel that ought

L3
to dissipate complefelv any suoh contentlon. If we'accept

A Iy

Christianity at all we are odmpelled to acknowledge tnhat God 1is the
l i GO M PRS BB PN ST R O w0ert

are we 'ligcensed ,yea oommanded” to ‘make Wim known to all peonles.
If we are not prepared to avow tod univérsal Father in this sense,
PerhAps we are ready to admap that Christianity 4in its benefits to
man is“superior to ail other rel;gions. But the question arises how
do we derive these superior benefits ? It is 4 mere mitter of
history that the .church hés,prOfitqi most when aeti%ewin the
missionary spread of the Gospel. That sugh -is the law we see suggest-
ed in the parable of the talents. It is again implied in the
parable of the leaven. -

The missionary idea is not wanting in the Old Testament .

Abraham's going out from Ur of the' dhaldeans waq certalnﬂy

d}
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missionary in resuits and that it was m1331onary in aim we may read
in the divine covenant: ¥ In thee shall all families of the éarth

be blessedr. The m13310narv idea found itg way into the

LK"Y

Psalmist's song. "Ask of me, and i shall give thee the‘tho-heathen

for thine inheritance, and the nttermost parfs of the éarth for thy

Bl
-

possession®. “
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Christianiyy, as we see'itf&q3it9 embryyonic development in the
018 Testament, as we see it in‘full orb in the New Testament, as
among mahy peopleq expansive
we see it in 1t3wgpreadﬁ, is essentiall:gc We need no greater
proof that ani;tiaﬁiﬁy‘is-heoeﬁsaril& expansive than the history
of the early Christian churéh. The early ¢éhurch nad not the
animating toni¢ of a long line-qf martyrs. ,but in itg native -« e
strength it went forward conquering for Christ the'ﬁbgan world.

What is the. reaspon for the present weakening interest in
foreién missionary zeal? Is it because this is peculiarly a rafer¢al
age? I8 this valid reasoning? Can it be, strickly speaking ,
that the presence of evid-accounts- for the. absence of goed? Is
it not rather the apsench’of?goQa éﬁat ﬁ%ihgs on the evil? Must we
wait for the withdrawal of evil before we ;an hope for the good?
That would certainly be W&ltlng:hﬁzﬂaﬁfiﬁz on the leisure of Satan,
I8 it not clear 4that Qhrlstxanlty 18 necessarily expansive? Is it
not also clear bnat thls declznlng 1ntereqt 1n the qpread of Christ-

1én1ty among heathen peoplesAls becauqe the church , 0T seueone

#

regponsible , hias not beeq uxgﬁnt énough in spreading the missionary

-

spir?t? .

This late introduction of missions imto the corriculim .of

colleges and theological seminaries is very promising. It will
eventualig‘charge the chrreches with missionary fervor.

#hen the churches become acquainted ,and leann to kKeep abreast
with the ongoings of the kingdom of God among heathéﬁ peonles
there will result a profound two-fold effect. The one effect ,
it is neediless to emphasize, will be a rally to the support and

extension of present foreign missionary york. It.is net in Human -
nature when under phg discipleship of‘Jesgs Snrist to restrain its
sympathy when it becomes;acquq}n}ed with the dire needs of a fdreign
people. The othqrneffedf,miil‘be a deepéning ;f spiritual life in

the home church, Sympa?hy‘once arouspd‘for a less- favored people

will- not end there . 1}&*15 one of those spiritual qualities,. when

once athinpg that- passionately seeks to satisfy human needs everywhere,
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The missionary c¢hurch is indeed a sﬁirituai church. The reverse
is also true : a spiritual church is necessarily\;'missionary church.
The divine program thus involves the salvation of the world:
Nothing short of a world vision can hope to realize such a task.
It is- said that tne genius of any great movement is reverled at its
genesis, The genins of early Methodism lay in John Wesley's motto,

Phe world is mv parish*. If we would launch a redemptive crusade

for the saving of any part of the world we must be possessed of a

world vision.
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