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S E n I 0. H T H E S IS

"THE D I V I N "E P R 0 Cf R A M "

PROPER.J . V/ E- S' L -E; Y



TKT3 .DIVIO program.

Th© divine program involves the ultimate, salvation of- the 

world. The steps in t.hat program dre stated in. Christ's parting 

v/ords;, » /e shall'be vzitndsses''iinto me hoth in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judea, apd in Samaria, and'unto the uttermost parts of the earth". 

- God -himse^:^Hhas”heerrd?h’e*-prim€rm'ovefih'^hte'^wo’r’kn^‘^t"'of""llis

divine program^ Hp was the prime factor in the suocess of Saint 

Paul's missionary !|.ahor. Ho not only worked v/ith . aul hut also h.e- 
i

Paul.. Thru Alexander God ‘diffused the Greek language thoughout 

the scenes of Saint Paul's future missionary aptivrties . it^ thus, 

was God who blazed the way^hy spreading a common language. Again, 

thru Roman rodds and Roman religions toleration he made possible the 

.rapid spread of the gospel thrupUt the Roman Empire. Once more, in 

the Jev/ish Diaspora we see ihe mbVetaent of the divine hand. Throxighoi 

the whoje then knowTJWorid, the Jews wandered ,in quest of a largef

soil on which Christianity later took root.
CAA^

In our own land y/ey^trace the^ njoveiuent- of the di.vine hand. 
I

God has constantly extended vzhat v/e call our Home Mission-work by 

const mtly enlarging our territpry , In 1805,, first .came the purchase 
•

of the Louisiana country from Napoleon. Bphaparte. Ih .1819 Florida ■in •
was purchased. Texas in 1845 for greater protection desired to be 

annexed as a state and was 'admitted. New, Mexico was purchased 

in 1848/ Thru the heroism, of Marcus y/hitman Oregon became a part 

of our territory', in 1853 thru purchase, the boundaries of New 

^Mexico..were extended. . .wa» purchased f n,18g7 , tpe HaT^ian

Islands in 1898. As a-result of a war vzith Spain, Porto Rico and 

the Philippine islands were added to our territory. Thus the 

providence of God has tutored us to follow the divine program.



« ’

In our sp-Galled foreign Missionaiy T^rK,^ji±V^n6 providence hap 

often paved the way. Onr deiLand>for .foreign-Snd fo'^'  

foreign goods has pot only opened- the door to’^the Missionary jhiit 

'Goimeroial' intercpiirse pas/hrought about a mutual understanding that 
' -5^' * ti *

makes rapid the sprpa^ci of^tJtp gospel, a This acQUaint’aneev with all

- peoples',^a kn0v^d^e'<>f-’4^h'e^epgraphy*yf,“‘'t11Er^rth7^?^TOT^OTW^OT5at  ̂

.and easy commuhicatiori -ar© factors fhat hake this ‘a-peculiarly ‘ • 

Missionary age. t Qhi’isll&nity'established 4n

strategic places the world over, no 'wonder prophets are appealing 

for, and prophesying the^ evAiigeliz'a'^ip^world within*$he ' 

next generation^

The evangeliaation of the world failp most heavily,UP^U the

churches of the United States o$ Ameriqa.^ Because of our’degree ”•

of. development as d 'natidh and because pf our gepgraphioal po'^itlon 

are commissioned by diy^ho arrangement t® be.^. the-gospel‘tp the'V f"'

what may be called the-t'bird'stage of its* Jhistpry. The scene df 

the first/stage constituted the count;i?ie4 dbo^it the Mediterranean' sea. 

That .represents past history. The theatre pf the present stage 

of history involves.the cpM^i^ied about the Atlantic, The scene 

of the third greatdrama* cf history -will, comprise the countries

about the Pacific . J’Ve- 6burs(S/Of hUmaTv.-event's has' 'bdeS wostv/ard -

It will .ehevitabiy contime to westward- , T-he Jlediterranedn s -r y., y >
t k^. ,X

exercised h molding influence uppn tbe Atlantic^.' ,S.o, th</westward 
s '' "

march will surcharge the'^iadi-fic^^ with the life' of. the Atlantic. 
/ * - z ' ' / ' '

-r— ~ th^^are the divinely ohoseri-people to impart this life. The- -**'*’■ V—>- -- -------..................... 5 ■ ' J. , S , " • . ....... .
burden: of carryipg dlit the„. divine program rests jrith us. . The 

' ‘ <
benighted peoples pf '^„he 'eartK* ^re "in. the. T^ath of -o'ur westward rnaroh-• ’ ’
Our pos'sessioh of the Haw^-'i-an and‘Phillppth© Islands thue^j^rdves 

prov^dentai,- Ohr divine commission is ’uhmistal^l^S^X ,
- *:

Certain-internal Qudlifioations enforce, upbn bur .divine'^
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.Goimnis^ion. Our nation’s influence in matters in general- leads among 

ail nations . Moreover-*  no other nation x?'an furnish such a fund } ■ * «
pf money and' offer such a supply Of conseora-ted men . Surely the

*task of piloting the redept ion of -the^ world for Ohirst belongs to the
- v * » i

Protestant churches of A-inerioa- >"      - „ . XI - - I. V --
The saying of th©*world  will after all depend upon proper 

“ »• t
emphasis given' each point of the divine program.

AS the Meth^ist ^piscbpal churoM we ‘have not alv^ays maintained 

proper emphasis .. Vie became 'so intoxicated with the greatness of 

our fnjreign opportpnity that we neglected our hone opportunity. 

“Beginning at Jerusalem" was never intended by -^hrist to mean de­

parture from Jerusalem. "Jerusalem? .is not the point of departure 

for a pedestrian■, but the fountain of a- stream.

If we would keep the stream of missionary activity replenished' 

with zeal , missionaries and means'we must guard the fountain, of the

*•/ * n
Our xinsytematio and senj^ationai c'^lls for missionary 

f **

instruction^ and without sufficeht regard for home demands has 

’not ‘only turned out attention dnd sometimes with digust , av/ay 

from the foreign work, but. also has weakened'Our interest in the 

home vzork.

We have also been uriSoisjitific, in our -appeal for financial 

support. We have indulged in the erroneous 'practice of comparing
** with the giving per capita
our giving per dapita^of other DhUrches. Sayihg nothing about the 

possibility yea- the certainty of these other churches being more

'**  "-opu±ent*,'i ‘"thi-S"'Corapar-ison <>f~^'iving-per--<>apiXa^beXw^en-.,-.x51iuj:xilies.^«..,.,.«*̂  

is unbiT^ical. Th6 onl3^ hbnest comparison is the amoiint a man 

gives in comparison with, what he reserves for himself . Christ used 

this method of* comparison when He shamed the Pharisees in His 

commendation of the woman who out of her extreme-little past in 

two fnites.
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Agaifi, , j.n .our-one-flicieci.'arcior we liaVe foolishli^ emphasised, the 

superio^ty -of foreign mi'sHionary vzork. We ought not thtis -cheapen 

the work of the home ministry. it is not in aOoord with the 

divine program. ■ 'For instance, we'ought not say, vze -want the best 

for the foreign field, hut saV, 7ze*'v?ant those who can best adapt 
z» 1 $ ’’* _•> i>~i r-i -4 -■ -*

-themselveS’ f^r’<he‘^oi^rgn''niin'is'try'’.*****N^h'ing "could he igore. 

fatal to the foreign missionary cause as to dishearten the ministry 
\ " f

or the hdmeiand by even, suggesting tha-t it is of lesser impdrtande. 
f

We sardguard 311 concerned when we 7'iaintain proper OmphsisiR upon 

each point of .:^h© divine program.

A't present, the ^oint of- th& drivine program"beginning at 

Jerusalem" needs'greater-emphasis than.it is receiving. For 

instance ,the chuz'ch does'noi^ quite realise the for-re’aching 

importance 'of Christianzing the immigrant. The immigrant has, 

complicated our labor problem if indeed he- jias not. been the, hole 

immigrant explains in part' qur^. lae-k of interest in the struggling 

laboring man. Ur; perchance iV is more our lack of‘interest in 
. CTings so. mundane as economic welfare that explains our lack of interea 
cnthe raboring immigrant. As far as the effect upon the church is 

concerned it matters not which is the cause and which is the effect., 

Wc simply have not been adequately conceiTied about the lot of the 

laboring man , if v/e had beein interested in”the welfare of the 

'laboring man we Would have be en intere.sVed in the redemption of 

the immigrant, for the immigrant is most alvzays a so-called laboring 

man. What then has' been 'the ’Cf-f’ect upon the chi'rch? I4any »
. so-called down tow'n ohiu?ches- have been depleted and others every- 

"***'*"***’**’’ "" *» * **** ’• M-ia -  V*«*F^**- >r
Where have been severely weakened . Ouf lack of ecomoniC 

interest has helped the immigrantsupplant the native laboring man. 

He naturally left the church., -aven tho he did not alwayh leave the 

community. On the other hand qur lack of spiritual interest in 

the imigrant has denied us in oixr churches a substitute for the 

supplanted native. If we do not rally to the salvation of the

than.it
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fOreigner in oiir midst the tlm^ is coming when we will be 

embdrrassed with 'more struggling ciirrQhes , yea witii'empty ohurohes.

■ The -church has a peculiar mission in the^ solution .of the

lajSor problem. i can nbt believe a bowl -6'f soup given as bait to
w *

' ,hear a sermon will go' far ih redeeming- the laboring man from economic 

s^trees* The-^g-ospei-indeed does tend'^-o-^-'ma-ke-a''man" economically"”"" 

’ independent, but only'i|nder certain economic pondifiions. But 

in this day at least the chi;rch dr intitution proclaiming a.

saving grace must go'deeper than a bowl of soup and a sermon, in the 

selution of the labor problem. The church mxist not merely give a 

free lunch when hungry, or merely- opdn its • pews for 'a night’s 

lodging when shelterless , but help Remove the underlying^conditions, 
part

Poverty and destitution in thia day 'do not for the most^originate

from ‘the one stricken, but from- some greedy or thoughtless employer 
I

or corporation. The church .unfortunately has been satisfied too 

-... ■■ ,as...4hey; are....-, ari8t.T,.ng,

•order of things as more Or less permanent.

There is to be sure^ , a growing demand for a change from the 

Old order of, things But the pulpit on-the whole as yet fears 

to herald its emancipating message. There is danger of crumbling 

down the pilia'rs of the church. Unfortunately too frequently the 

pillars of the' present day;' church are not spiritual but financial. 

Thefe is indeed the danger of bringing on a chaotic condition of 

hffairs. But what is the alternative? The pulpit simply must 

not spare the rod on the greedy employer .. Any mercenary attempt 

to -save the financial self of the, church in siioh hours of human need 
■*a**-^

will surely bring on spiritual decay and death.

v/hen the church fully launches on its mission of solving the 

so-called labor problem there must be clear understanding, as t'o the 

scope of its mission, in the first place such a task comes within 

the function of the church. That -day has forever passed when church 

:members mu,st monkishly abstain fnonj, "fa'^ing all- the problems of life.



* * - 4« . *
There' is -uhd'eTCurrent of feeing in noRt of us that the more dec-ply 

reldgious are’ the less .concerned oupht ite he .ahqut matters not 

strictly religious. But^ On the other .hand , the chixrdh is hot a 

mere forum-for discussing this ot that -reform. The church may 

and must remain a reiigious'-ihstitution and nat hecome merely ah 

economic or political institution. The work cf the church is' to 

80 inspire men'and women witji^'a' ^pcial vision that they' v/iil perforce 
* .K

Oring the spirit of brotherhood; into all the relations of life.

The solution of the iabor problem is of far reaching importance-.

It is the city's principle problem. The solution will he a long 

strep in the direction of saving the city for Christ. .if our cities 

are Christianzed then the .Christianzation of America' is assured . » 
t

To save America is to save the -.vorid.

The peculudr relation the rura^ church hears to the iwhah 
f

church deserves consideration. The vast migration from the country 

to the cities makes this a very 'vital question. ■ The country

^iSos t ”s Ignif xcein^"ly^ occupying'"o

siderahle attentiQn>^ The+pnoolem is- two-fold: how best reach the 

rural population for the upbuilding of the country chx'rohes, how 

save for Christ and for the church- th© Vast mumhers before migrating 

to the city? v/e hold that the city cannot long maintain itself 

without hew blood constantly ^doming in from the country. This »■ •«
applies asweil io the city church. * But the vast migration to the ■ - 

" i
Cities mxist be saved tor the ebhreh before it leaves for the- coi|fry 

or it will never irr the main be saved. indeed a heavy responsibility 

rest ‘upon the oou^ry church.

.. .^f .we, aayp the.,r\ir^T, population fbr' the tipbuilding of the country
*

church -then those migrating to the .cities will be saved for the city * •
church. Qur prob-lem then in Reality is, not twofold but a single 

problem. How may we -solve our problem? We feel that the ecomonic 

welfare of the nation depends in large measure upon keeping as large 

a proportion^as possible of'the population in the country. in 

order to do this we advocate bringing as much as possible of the 

city life out intoth© country. Something analogous must be brought



to bear in partial solution at least of the country ohvroh problem. 

Tbete ou^bt to be more prevalent exchanges between rusxal and. city 

chur.oh pulpits. .Summer vacations may thus be very profitably

spent for all concerned. . Ministers would better discov^er thfemselves.
can

The city minister wJLll hay.© a chance to see if heastand. alone with­

out the bolstering eijfecCpf hi^h .pogitionj^beautifxil su3:KOunding3.

and. salaried singers.. The* country’ mihlster* win most likely really 

discover himself- and ■'mani'' a pity ohxjrch w^th great delight will 

discover a nev; i}ian . Such exchange of pulpits oUght to be enforced. 

That would, in a very primary senefe, be a"beginning at Jerusalem”.

If such a manner of bringing the city^ out into the country relative 

to churches is not possible bepauise of circumstances or pride, then 

■surely' there ought to be a greater readiness on the.' part of those 

at -the service of the whole church to spend more of their time 

than they do , among country churches; They may hold that the.y must 

make their lives count as much as possible by addressing as large 

congregations as possible. if this^ doctrine is sound then what 

becomeb of that complacent doctrine handed to rural ministers that they 

have the privilege of furnishing the,nation and the church with

the greatest men? It ts indeed a .grand privilege, but it ought 

to be'-appropriated by all poasess?.ng a legal right.

Thus we’ s'ee, in a Small way to be sure , that many are the 

problems of the ho'me ministry that, the part of the divine 

program of beginning at Jerusalem”, must receive its proper 

emphasift. Call it^,selfishness if^ you,will, this deep concern for 

the homeland and for the homh church, but it is a selfishness a^in
» W ><»« A » Ifc* \ ►•to nobib self-respect, a seiflshness- like unto that whiclu poss^s^sgd .

■ if''Christ who said , ” Oo teach — beginning at JeriLsalem”.

Anyone possessed of such an.interest in the homeland is driven 

by the very passion within him‘to love all men. He is no less 

interested in the foreign land^ TOiative to the redemtion of men than 
!■« 

he ie in the homeland .



3?Me tendency,, on the part ‘‘of a no small number to place 

eraphasie on the'needs of the honelapd, it irt needless to say, is 

a makeshift to ^vade VhMr missionary obligation relative to 

both home, and foreign.

Others more seriously manifest, a disbelief in Foreign Missions 

on the g^bunb. tliat it is, an imposition on the foreign people 

Superficially oone’i^oned ft does seem like urging upon a people 

something not welcomed. Rut when we remind ourseiyes of the vast. * 
numbers from all lands who 'take it upon themsfslves to come to

f
Christian Araerich^ :a^'*‘inomenfAfil3>’ undecided whether to. accept

'9it., a case of suicidal earei’essndss, or surrender our contention of 

unfair Imposition.

There is something 4-nftereh'tf;i'n Hh^d ‘ Christian gospel that ought 

to dissipate completely/' any suclf contention. if we/accept 

Christianity at ail we are ctan^XLed to ’acknowledge that Qbd is the

are we iiScensed ,yed commanded/ 4o ’makb ll^im known to all peoples. 
"4 iT J* 4

If we are not prepared to avow dod universal Father in this sense, 

perhaps X? ^re ready to admit that Christianity ih its benefits to 

man is^-superior to all other religions. But the question arises how* >
do we derive these superior benefits ? 'it is a mere mitter of 

history that the .church has, profited most when active^iin the 

missionary spread of the Gospel. That such -ia the law we see 8x:^g0st-

ed. in the parable of the talents. it is again implied In the 

parable of the leaven.

The missionary idea is not waiting in the bld Testament.

Abraham’s going ouj from Ur ‘of tlie' bha'ldedns was certainly 
» 

missionary in results and that it was missionary in aim we may read 

in the divine covenant: in thee shall all families of the earth 

be blessed”. The missionary idea*fgund its way into the 
*'

Psalmist's song. "Ask 'of me^ and' I shall give -thee the irtie-heathen 

for thine inheritance, and the uttermost par£s of- the earth for thy 

possession”. -



C’nris-tianity^ as we see* embryonic development in the

‘Old Testament, as we see it ih^fuil orb in the New Testament, as 
among many peoples ' expansive

we see it in its spread^, is essentially We need no greater 

proof that Christianity' is ■heoessartly expansive than the history 

of the early Christian, churoh. The early church had not the 

animating tonid of a’^lon^^ l^ine-qf martyrs, ,but in. itp native 

strength it went forward conquering’ for Christ the ^agan world.

What is the. reaspn for the-present weakening interest in 

foreign missionary zeal? is it because this is peculiarly a ihatereal 

age? Xs this valid reasoning? Can it be, strickly speaking , 

that the presence-of evil-accounts-^ for the-absence of good? is 

it not fatlier the absence of gobd that b;J^ihg8 on the evil? rtust, we 

wait for the withdrawal of evil before we can hope for the good? 

That would certainly be w^it^ing on the leisure of Satan.
5 /

.18 it not Clear that Christianity is necessarily expansive? is it 
t-

not also Clear tliat this declining .interest in the 'spread of Christ- 

ianity among heathen peoples is Aiecause the ch^xroh ,or someone 

responsible , has not bciefi^ipgent bnough in spreading the missionary 
Ar 

spirit? 
A

This late introduction of missions into the corricuiiim ,of 

colleges and theological seminaries is very promising. it v^ill 

eventually^ charge the churches with missionaiy fervor.

^'i^en the churches beebrae acquainted ,and leann to keep* abreast 

with the ongoings of the kingdom'of God amdng heathen) peoples 

there will result a profound two-fold .effect The one effect , 

it is needless to emphasize, will be a rally to the support and 

extension Of present foreign misniondry If-is hpt in-hxi^iah

nature when under the discipleship of Jesus Christ to restrain its • • . -I « • -
sympathy when it b^c-omes :acquainted with the "dire needh of a fdreign 

people. The othqr effect Kill'be a deepe'ning of spiritual life in 

the home church. Symi?athy hnce aroused, for a less-favored people 

will- not end t^sre , <lt*i3 onb of those .spiritual qualities,, when 

once acquired thaf passionately.^ seeks to satisfi^ human needs everywhere.
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The misRionary church is indeed, a spiritual church. The reverse 

is also true :■ a spiritual church is necessarily a missionary church.

The divine program 'thus involves the salvation of the world: 

Hothihg short of a .world vision can hope to realize such a tasX. 

It is- said that the genius of any great, movement is' revealed at its 

genesis. The genius of early Methodism .lay in John Wesley's motto, 

'‘The v/orid is my parish". If we would launch a redemptive crusade 

for the saving of any part of the world we must he possessed of a 

world vision.
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Jr*"* ’
Books read.-;^

“The Pasto:^ apii.Mdclerh Missio,rj3 ’* John R , Mott.

“ Gods Missionary Plans for the.^.world” Bashford. **’ *
’ Books referre'd to In “part:

-f
P Modern^Missions in the East “ Kawrence.

'■ ,The Church and Her WorK." V/ii.son Phraner.

" The Missionary‘pastor”. J.E. Adams. 1
” The Light *of the World". Speer

" The Frontier". Ward Platt.

" The incoming Millions”. Grose,

" The Call of the Waters". Crowell.

" The Burden of the 0-ity". Horton.

", The, New Americat" ^BarnQs.

America ,God’s Melting Pat,"' Craig.
. z - '■

” conservation of National ideals"'.' '

Our Couhti^ and ■'J' ww—

” The'Conflict of Christianity wiih Heaiheivsen". Uhlhorn,

Articles read .and refe’rred *to: ■
<

''•The awahened Church ”, Shailer .Matthews,

" Forms of Missionary WorK". Ario Ayres Brown.

" A Banner Mission. Field'". Dillon Bronson.

" 'HomeillssiOns in'its relation to the Foreign Missionsl'.

■" Tl^e Selfishness of Home., Miss ions J'.. Alice M, Guernsey.

" The New Frotier" pronson.

Minimum of time spent : 72 hours .


