Boston University

OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Boston University Theses & Dissertations STH Theses and Dissertations (pre-2014)
1896

A critigue of Christian science

https://hdl.handle.net/2144/47516
"Downloaded from OpenBU. Boston University's institutional repository."



A CRITIQUE OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE.

by
EDWIN KNIGHT SMITH.

-0-0~0~
—o—



T S i

A CRITIQUE OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE.

B T —————

i ~0-0-0=0=0~

In the year 1866 Mrs. Mary Baker Glover Eddy, was given |

up to die from the effeéts of an internal injury. From the
l sick bed she arose and went about her daily duties. )

Three years later, she began to teach the doctrines of

mind healing, issuing a small phamplet for private use, which

Seriptures.” which is now in its 100th edition.

|

|
ﬁwas later expanded into "Science & Health and Key to the

é:itioners. The course required for the practitioners, in the

Massachuse tts Metaphysical College, covers from ¢one to four

i
\

courses, of six lectures each. The primary course costs

z
|
] $300. and a person who passes through this is supposed to be

w sufficiently -advanced to begin practice. After a year's prac-|

tice, they take the normal course (costing $200.) and in their |

|
|
| !
l order the courses on Therapeutics, (costing $100.) and Theolo-|




gy (costing $200.)

gle person.

into 1% chapters as follows,-

I. Science, Theology, Medicine.
II. Physlology.

III. Footsteps of Truth.

IV. Creation.

V. Science of Being.

Vi. 6Bhristian Science & Spiritualism.
VII. Marriage.

VIII.Animal Magnetism.

IX. Some 6bjections Answered.
X. Prayer.

XI. Aténement’ and Eucharist.
XII. Christian Sclence Practice.

XIV. Recapitulation.
KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES.
XV. (@Genesis.
XVI. Apocalypse.
XVIiI.Glossary.

§~propositions of Christian Science are summarized in the four

In the case of an indigent student, the only reduction
they will make is $100. gnd that only on the first course.
However, they wlll make a difference in a case of a man and

wife, provided they both enter the courses at the same time,

Science and Health 1s a book of 663 pages and is divided

On page -seven we find these words, "The fundamental

following, to me, self-evident propositions. Even if read

giving the instruction to both, at the same price as to a sin-|

!
|
|
|
|
|
!
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| backward, these propositions will be found to agree in state- :

ment and truth. I. God is ALL.
II.. God is Good. Good is Nind.

i
!
|
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|
|
|
1
i
|
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XIII.Teaching Christian Science.
I
|

Iv. Life, God, Omnipotent Qood, deny death,
evil, sin,disease,—Disease sin,evil,death,

i
|
ITI. God,Spirit,being all, nothing is matter. f
|
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deny Good, Omnipotent God, life..........

|

The Metaphysics of Christian Science, like the rules of
mathematics prove the rule by inversion. For example: there ﬁ.

is no pain in Truth, and no truth‘ln pain; no matter in Mind,

| and no mind in matter; no nerves in Intelligence, and no

intelligence in nerves: no matter in Life, and no 1life in
matter; no matter in Good, and no good in matter.”

While the Christian Scientists profess to have no creed,

they still have a platform of thirty-two articles of which we
will give the most essential ones.
"TI. God is what the scriptures declared him to be,-

Life, Truth, Love. God is spirit, and Spirit is Divine Prin-

|
i
|
ciple. Principle is Divine Mind, and Mind is not both good ]
and bad, for God is Mind; therefore Mind is @ood only, and ”
) I
there is but one Mind, batausenthere is but one God. %

"III. God is Good, ahd evil cannot proceed from Good. {

The notion that evil and goodness can be combined in one naturg
is_a delusion of material sense, which must yileld to Science. H
In the Saxon language good was the term for God. The Script- !
ures declare all that He made to be good, like himself,- good %
in Principle and in idea. In infinite @ood there is no room

for evil. i

"V, The Scriptures say that God is Kil-th%¥alke From this

it follows that nothing possesses reallity or exlstence except

and Life, therefore in Spirit all is harmony, and there can be!
-3 '

l
!
Mind, God. The Scriptures also declare that God is Spirit ;
|
|

I
|

|



no discord; and in Life there is no Death. In infinite Good h

there is no evil. Everything in God's universe is His 1dea. ;
!
"XVII.Spirit is infinite. There 1is but one Spirit,becaueﬂ

there can be but one infinite, and therefore but one God. b
|

i
i

There are neither spirits many nor gods many. There 1is no

evil in Spirit,because Spirit is God.....

j
"XVIII.Spirit has created all, in and of Spirit. God I
never created matter for there is nothing in Spirit out of }
which matter could be made..... %
"XXI. The Ego is deathless and limitless, for limits
would imply and impose ignorance. Mind is the only Ego or

|
infinitude..... %
"XXII...... Men are emanations of Him who is Life, Truth I

|
|
and Love. !
"XXIV.God and man, principle and idea are 1nseparable....|
God is the parent Mind, and man is His offspring. |
"FXV. «+...According to Christian Science,man is as per- ,
fect as the Mind, which forms him........ ) ;{
"XXX. The des¥kuction of sin is the divine method of par-
don. Divine Life destroys death, Truth destroys error, and h

Love destroys hate. Belng destroyed, sin needs no forgivenesﬂ

. |
lllll L 4 II
NXXXIT..... ..To get rid of sin, through Science, is to

]
divest sin of —any suppésed mind or reality and never admit ‘
that sin can have any intelligence or power, paln or pleasure.&

You conquer error by denying its verity.......
-l




| 1sts 1s divine Love."

! in 1866 , but when we examine the "Upanishadsi"" and find

% these words, "Nothing really exists but one universally pres-
Il ent :impersonal Spirit - and that‘the whole visible world, l
| was to be identified with that Spirit."- "Then it followed I
| as an article of faith that man's spirit, deluded into a temp-
; orary false 1dea of separate independent personal existence,'
: by the 1illusion of ignorance, was also identical with that

I Onelspirit, and ultimately to be re-absorbed into it," and

! exist but is the production of Brahma, the mystic power by iy
} which the Supreme Being has an illusion and temporary matter |

? which seems to exlst and ddes not in reality. There 1s no fi

| or Bishop Berkely and the German Metaphysiciansﬁfind? them i
f deny%gg the existence of matter and claiming that it-is merelyd
! ldeas, mﬁow & + Mrs. Eddy consistently claim to have discov- §
I ered Christian Sclence when it has exlsted for twenty-five- !
i hundred years>and during this tim@ countless millions have H

# died firmly believing in the central thought of Christian }

|

"Divine Love,is infinite, therefore all that really ex~ |
I

i
We will turn from this phase to that of the criticism ﬁ

i of the above stated doctrines.

I. As To Its Origin.

1
|
i
1

i
i
;
Mrs. Eddy claims to have discovered Christian Science i

‘#fns - the.Vedic Poems .. find- this, "Matter does not !

real existence for matter." And finally turning to the works “

Ozt 1
il

i
'I
|
|

Science, and which, if taken away, would leave nothing .of i
l

Ve - Des
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Christian Science.

s« WM e .

1.
|
] IT. As To The Book. ' i
|

i In a book Eggt mecontains all of Christian Science" one
1 )

| Cecvitials ™

| would expect to find the@y beliefs systematically set forth,
1 but what do we find? A conglomerate mass of assertions,-a

igreat deal of lame logic,-re-iteration used for proof,- weak

i
1

~

| and arbitrary exegesis,without a single reference to other
portions of God's Word for proof of their interpretations,-

I
!1not a single topic, which they pretesd to treat, clearly
worked out. - And yet "if the teachings of Science and Health
are followed out one cannot err" and it is as much insplired
as the Bible. .

-} It is evident that Mrs. Eddy is densely ignorant of
Hebrew and has not carefully studied the Revised Version or

i she would not have been Ipnorant that where the word "Lord"

| 1s capitalized, it is the word "Jehovahx" that should be used

Her key to the Scriptures unlocks nothing.

Out of the thoussnds of terms used in the Bible, Mrs. |
Eddy gives the meaning of but 124, and this in an arbitrary %
manner, and without giving any principle for so using the wordz
as the following random selections will show:- '

"Christ. The divine manifestation of God, which comes 1n l
the flesh, to~destroy incarnate error.

"Dust. Nothingness; the want of substance, life, or

intelligence. -6

and is not a title.
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"Gihon. (river) The righté of Wbman acknowledged- morally

| civilly, and socially.

"Holy Ghost. Divine Scie nce; The developments of eternali

|

|

fgLife, Truth, and Love. '

| |

"In.: A term obsolete in Science, if used in reference

i1to Spirit or Datty.
!E - "Mother. God; divine and eternal Principle, Life, Truth,
i

i and Love.
"Wine. Inspirationy tnderstanding: error: temptation:

. passdoni .fornication.”

Mrs.Eddy denjes the exlstence of matter and in this she

i el et e o

ranks among the Idealists, Theosophists, Budhists and Hindoos,

for the more complete refutation of this I will refer the b
1

reader to the writings of the Materialist. , 1
! III. As A Science.

In order that any system may be called scientific, it

i
I
;
|

z
must possess three requisites. - %

It must have a subject matter of its own, distinct from

It must treat this subject matter in a strictly scientif

|

!

|

il ¢ manner. i
It must present a body of direct results. i
|

|

3

Christian Science, so called, fails on all three of

1 all other subjects.
|
1
!
1
!
|

il these counts.~

: It has po subject matter of its gwn.
£ . ‘ Croee lL5ED
. i . ¥t does not treat what little theX do treat, in a
. "~ -7~ , |
I e il
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acientific manner,- their logic is lame,- the§‘say that becaus$

|

arguments worthy of the name,- and as for direct results, theyﬂ
|

are conspicuous by their absence. “

1
I
a part 1s true, pev&e the whole must be true,- they present no[

We find no eminent scientists among their followers. H

IV. As a Therapeutic System. 1

Christian Science resulted from M}S.Eddy's healing her- ;

self and its chief claim for regognition is,that it 1s able to%

cure all po%i;y complaints.
. W“'

Art.5 of the}r platform states, "God is Spirit and Life,

| therefore in Spirit all is harmony, and there can be no dis-

cord: and in Life there i& no death." "God is All." "God,

i

|

| Spirit, being all, nothing is matter." "There 1s no pain in

|

Truth, and no{truth in pain: no matter in Mind, and no mind in
i

matter: no nerves in Intelligence, no intelligence in nerves:j

|
no matter in Life, and no life in matter: no matter in Good, m
|

and no good in matter."

Arguing from these statements they reason that we need

never be tired for our bodies are no more material than the |
wheel, which we would not say 1s tired, and also that we needfl

not sleep for "the right understanding of Christian Science !

i
would rest us more than hours of sleep." In this they fo?geﬁ

t
that even iron machlnery lasts longer when it is allowed to p
|
- |

!

rest.

4

i
lt
1
i
:

from heat and cold, all we have to do is to imagine that we

As there is no mind in matter, we need suffer no more



|
i
|

ﬂare warm and~we are, whether we have fire and élothing or not.

i

| There being no matter}we can have no stomach, arms or
o

|

!gastric juices and, as a4 consequence, the dyspetic can eat beef-

ﬂsteak, farina or nails and suffer no inconviénience.

|

b "If food preserves 1life it cannot destroy it, either by i

| quality or quantity." "Food neither strengthens nor weakens

E
| the body." ©So we can go without as well as not. Still the ;
! ; t

i i
iChristian Scientists, sleep, eat, use fire and clothipg. Chrisq

says "therefore take no thought, saying what shall we eat, or

= e

%what shall we‘drink? Or wherewithal shall we be clothed....... :
'for your Father knoweth that ye have meed of these things." !
%

"Mhere is no mind in matter." and "there 1s no discord in

i
1

JSpirit, therefore there can be no sickness, Still "A"™ and "T" a

of Buffalo were sick yet their doctors advertised to cure

| sickness and demand cash down for doing it. Mr.A. had typhoidﬁ

;
E
!
I
I
i
i

f
1
0
i
i

M

|

4
hristian Science physicians, and the daily visits of another,i
. I

fever and in spite of the fact that two of the family were
C

i

i
it
!

§ the fever ran 1its course.

They claim that Ch?istwuseg@heir method of curing, but
:on examining the records of his éures we find him simply say- ;
fing "Arise and walk!" "Stretch out thy hand!"~- "Go gand wash!" 1
and making spittal and placing it on the eyes of the blind.- ;
This is not Mrs. Eddy's method. She says they are to argue wil
the body,- toc bdell them, silently, that they are not sick, and

| to believe that they are well, and, when they awake fran the

| dream that they are sick, they are well.
a -9-

| -
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It is a well known fact that Nature is the true restorer

iand that physicians are simply servants, and are to pup forth

étheir efforts in ald of nature. And it is for the simple
| reason that the Christian  Scientists get the patient's mind
! of f from himself, and allow nature to work, that they succeed

{ at all. In 1884 Prof. Townsend offered,- through Zion's Her- |

| ald,~Mrs .Eddy One thousand Dollars to cure a case of disloca-
fi‘ out
_ gted ankle or hip WithAmanipulation, and Two thousand Dollars

I

l to cure a case of paralysis, but she declined saying, "They w
were then engaged in another department of Christian work,

| i

|

{'There shall no sign be given them.'" Let them cure a case of

§blindness, paralysis or fever as soon as Christ did and we

will then believe. '
z
i "Death is an illusion",still Dr.Cowdry,whileclecturing on |

|
jthis subject, and having just said "Christian Science can ]

defy death" was strickern 'with paralysis and died. ] w

We will acknowledge that they do cure manx,but so does
"Water-cure,"” "Faith-cure," "Diet-cure" and a lot of other
Ii"Cures." but whaﬁ they do cure are knowQﬁo the medical profes-

sion as cases of"Hysteria"which take%_the appearance'or almost

The only reason that one suffers from drugs is that "Mor,

{ tal mind confdrs the only power a drug can ever have" and "hu-

‘iman belief has decreed that certain results shall follow the |

No matter though the individual arises in the

I use of them". 1
| -10- A
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édark and tskes them, not knowing he has any in the house.

iAccording to their theory, he should suffer no inconvenience,
.ibut the contrary is the ¢ase. A Christian Scientist took
{poison and,as they gave him no antidote,he died.

In this connection let me ask a couple of questions,-
fHow was it first discovered that certain things were harmful?
%Was it not by their producing harmful effects?
| How did the idea of sin, sickness and death originate?
;Was it not from the fact that these phenomena were observed
jand these names were given to describe them?
| V. As Christian.
| As a means of deciding this point I know of no bestter

|
lauthority than the Word of God.

They do not accept any of the fundamental Christian

gdogmas in their usual interpretations. They howhere set them

| forth.

"God is Spirit, and Spirit is divine Principle." "God

|18 Mind."” "There is neither a personal Deity, a personal Dev-

lel nor a personal man." And all through Science and Health
|
|we find God spoken of as & Principle and not as a person.

|
[ The Bible, on the other hand, teaches that "God is a Spirit."
»

§"A FPather." And all through we find him spoken of as a personl@

[
E‘ple. -~

i As "Man is as perfect as the Mind which forms him," as

| "Man is an emanation from God" and as"man is Gead‘s offspring"
] =11~ -

.

A creation implies a creator, and not an inactive Brinci-

| | —
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then it follows that Christ is no more divine than it is possi%

ble for us to become. But Christ taught fthat all men should

honor the Son even as they honor the Father, he that honoreth m

not the Son, honoreth not the Father.®
"Jesus is the.man and Christ the divine Principle®.

Jesus was & Christ and not the Christ, and as a Christ

|
4
|

was nothing but what man is, in his true nature. This is toj

deny Christ in the most subtle and dangerous way.

God is‘all' “A1l is God* "God is Good, and evil cannot
proceed from @ood.. ‘e e In infinite Good there is no room
for evil,® "In infinite Good there is no evil® From these we
see there can be na sin, and without sin, there can be no

sinner, and without a sinner there is no need of a Savior.

-

Indeed EGod and man are inseparable®, Man is as perfect as;

the Mind which forms him", How are we to reconcile these
with the following,- *The wickedness of man was great,

"Tand filled with sin®. ¥A11 manner of sin shall be forgiven

"Wages of sin is death'.

“One sacrifice, however great, is insufficient to pay the
'?k
*

debt of sin.-~The atonement requires constant self-immolation

;
i
{
!

on the sinners part. That God’s wrath should be vented upon T

~I2~




made.! "Atonement is the exemplification of man’s unity with l

God"'. Whereas the scriptures teach that "we were reconciled"

|

; =

His beloved Son is divinely unnatural, Such a theory is man
|

L

i
|
i
i
E
1(another word for atonement)’unto God by the death of his Son'.

|11t is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul*,  ‘We

|
lhave redemption through His blood®. "This man when he had

|offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right

| hand of the throne of God.* . . . . For by one offering he hat

f

, .
tperfected forever them that are sanctified®. Which of

i

|

Ithese authorities are we to believe?

‘>

; Christian Science says %there is no death® The writer
of Hebrews says, "it is appointed unto man once to die.*® i

l Christ said "Freely ye have received, freely give' But

Christian Scientists will give héither tuitiodﬁor healing for |
| ' T
fnothing. |

|
“ Christ said "He that believeth on me hath everlasting life]

! Mrs, Eddy says, "Spirit, cannot believe in God, Spirit is God.'

i
Buddhism teaches that salvation is to he reached through [
i
i

in their lesad,
Tt~

subjection of self and suffering, Christian Science follows ‘
r

I

|

l

j

<13~ %

1 The mere denial of sin does not do away with it, and yet
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&heae-pes;ie ay claim to the name Christian,- Was there ever

i such arrant blasphemy? We fail to see where éiz?%gg made
good any of her claims.

I would not dare to teach the following doctrines to a
child, andy I am sure that what 1is not fit for children is not
what I want for myself. "God will not punish man for doing
what he created him capable of doing." "There is no sin" that
"he could not be separated from God" and that "the motions
of the arm is no more dependent upon the direction of mortal
mind, than are organic action and secretions of the viscera,"

according to this, man would not be responsible for any of his

actions, whereas Paul says "every one éhall receive the things

done in the body whether good or bad." One of the great dange
gers of Christian Science, so-called, is that man will make it
a cloak to cover sins.

There is not a moral element in it.

The conclusion I arrive at from the foregoing is, that

it is not a new theory, it is not logical, it is not a success

as a healing art, it is not scientific, and above all, it is

not Christian or moral,

e et ————



