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CHAPI'ER I 

STATEMEt\J"T OF PROBLEM 

Purpose.--- The purpose of this service paper is to 

identify (1) the types of television programs that high 

school students listen to most frequently, (2) the programs 

which are their favorites, ( 3) the programs which they like, 

and (4) the hours of the day during v,rhich most viewing 

occurs. 

Educators are interested in the educational force of 

television relative to entertainment and knowledge, for 

people are uncertain as to whether television is helpful 

or harmful to students. 

In order to help teachers, parents, and students 

evaluate television programs, it is necessary to know the 

types of programs that the students are viewing and the 

length of time that pupils spend wat ching television. 'l'his 

information may be of value in improving the television 
1/ 

viewing habits of pupils.-

To secure better programs, we may be able to guide 

yo. J"oe .Olson, Educat ion on the Air , Nineteenth Yearbook of 
the Institute of Education by Radio, 1949, Part V, Ohio 
Stat e University, Columbus, Ohio, p. 267. 
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students were represented from homes in the low income 

bracket to the higher income levels, regardless of age or 

sex, which was fairly evenly divided. rrhe intelligence of 

these groups also ranged from the low mental groups to those 

in the higher intelligent bracket. In short, the group was 

typical of the adolescent students in this area. 

These students live in a section of the state known as 

a resort area; therefore, it lacks large cities and indus-

trial areas. The main commercial enterprises are the 

catering to tourists, farming , and fishing industries. The 

towns of Yarmouth and Bourne are relatively the same size, 

. both having populations of approximately 4, 500 inhabitants. 

This area is known as a "fringe area" in respect to 
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reception by television receivers. This means that reception 

is poor or even negligible on certain evenings without the 

aid of boosters or out side aerials. 

Description of the inquiry form.-- The inquiry form 

furnished the following information: 

1. The favorite programs on each day of the week. 
2. The programs considered excellent on each day of 

the week. 
3. The programs considered good on each day of the 

week. 
4. The programs considered fair on each day of the 

week. 
5. The programs considered poor on each day of the 

week. 
6. The programs considered very poor on each day of 

the week. 



7. The types of programs least liked. 
8. The time of day that had the highest listening 

frequency. 
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The inquiry form contained 21 tables. A separate table 

was prepared for each of the three channels for the seven 

days of the week of December 10 to 16, 1950. Each table 

contained three columns. Column 1 listed the time that each 

program was presented. Column 2 contained the names of the 

programs that were presented on that particular day and a 

space to check the programs that were viewed. Colunm 3 was 

for the rating of each program to which the student 

listened. The rating system in column number 3 was as 

follows: 

1. Put the number 1 in Column 3 if you consider the 
program very poor. 

2. Put the number 2 in Column 3 if you consider the 
program poor. 

3. Put the number 3 i n Column 3 if you consider the 
program fair. 

4. Put the number 4 in Column 3 if you consider the 
program good. 

5. Put the number 5 in Column 3 if you consider the 
program excellent. 

On December 8, 1950, a meeting was held with the four 

class-room teachers of Bourne High School and the assistant 

principal of Yarmouth High School to explain the directions 

for completing the inquiry forms and to answer any pertinent 

questions. The duty of home room teachers and the assistant 

principal was to explain the purpose of this inquiry form 

and the directions to their pupils who had television 

receivers in their homes. 



The inquiry forms were kept in school and were 

completed the following days under the direction of the 

teachers, who were given ample time each morning during 

the home room period to see that the students had 

opportunity and time enough to complete the previous day's 

programs. 
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The completed forms were collected, assembled, and made 

ready for tabulation. Seven master sheets were constructed 

one for each day of the week, upon which the program viewed 

and the rating for each program were tabulated. 

·The five programs with the largest number of viewers 

were selected for comparisons because after five programs 

the number of viewers were spread out very thin and 

therefore would reveal insufficient comparisons. 

If the potentialities of television are to be utilized 

and realized, one should have a knowledge of what 

constitutes out-of-school viewing habits, so that, one may 

guide and improve the pupils selections of programs. 



CHAPTER II 

ANALYSIS OF DATA 

The detailed data compiled from the inquiry forms of 

137 students from Bourne High School, Bourne, Massachusetts, 

and Yarmouth High School, Bass River, Massachusetts, will 

now be presented to determine the following: 

1. 'rhe favorite programs of each day of the week. 
2. The programs considered good on each day of the 

week. 
3. The programs considered excellent on each day of 

the week. 
4. The programs considered fair on each day of the 

week. 
5. The programs considered poor on each day of the 

week. 
6. The programs considered very poor on each day of 

the week. 
7. The types of programs least liked. 
8. The time of day that had the highest viewing 

frequency. 

Table 1. The School Population in the Bourne High School, 
Bourne, Massachusetts, and the Yarmouth High 
School, Bass River, Massachusetts. 

Number Nu..rnber Number Number Per cent 
SCHOOL of of of of of 

Students Girls Boys Viewers Viewers 

Bourne High School •• 181 92 89 71 39 
Yarmouth High School 192 98 94 66 34 
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Table 1 shows that the total enrollment in both schools 

is relatively the same. Yarmouth High School has only 

eleven more students than Bourne High School. 

Yarmouth High School has four more girls than boys, 

while Bourne High School has three more girls than boys, but 

both schools have more girls than boys. 

The number of viewers is also nearly the same in both 

schools as Bourne High School students have only five more 

television reeeivers in their homes than the students of 

Yarmouth High School. 

Table 2. The Programs Viewed, the Frequency of Viewers and 
the Rating of the Programs on Monday by the 
Students of Bourne High School. 

Number Per cent Average 
Program of of 

Viewers Viewers Rating 

Camel News Caravan •••••• 64 90 4.5 
The Mohawk Showroom ••••• 53 74 3.5 
Kate Smith Show ••••••••• 48 68 4.5 
Howdy Doody ••••••••••••• 43 61 3.0 
Lights Out •••••••••••••• 38 54 4.8 

Table 2 show·s that the Camel News Caravan has the 

greatest number of listeners with the highest percentage of 

viewers and a very high rating. 

The Kate Smith Show, an afternoon feature, a ppears on 



this list because of the fashion and cooking hints that are 

presented which make it appealing to a large number of 

girls. 

Howdy Doody has a large number of listeners but a low 

rating. This probably shows that younger children are at 

home and the older students view the program presented for 

the younger children. 

8 

Lights Out, a mystery show, also appears on the list of 

best liked programs for Monday, be-cause it is exciting and 

students like mystery shows. 
. . 

A summary of the programs viewed and the extent of 

viewing on Monday can be found in the appendix. 

Table 3. The Programs Viewed, the Frequency of Viewers and 
the Rating of the Programs on Monday by the 
Students of Yarmouth High School. 

Number Per cent Average 
Program of of 

Viewers Viewers 
. 

Rating 

Camel News Caravan •••••• 51 77 4.7 
Winchell and Mahoney •••• 45 68 4.0 
Mohawk Showroom ••••••••• 42 63 3.8 
Lights Out • ••••••••••••• 38 58 4.5 
Howdy Doody ••••••••••••• 37 56 3.0 

Four of the programs listed in Table 3 are the same as 

those of Table 1. 

The Howdy Doody program has a large numbe.r of viewers 



but a rating of only fair. 

The Camel News Caravan has the highest number of 

v i ewers, probably shovving that this program is viewed and 

enjoyed by the whole family. This program may aid the 

students to learn general historical knowledge as well as 

specific information that may help i n their classroom 

discussion in hi s tory. 

Table 4. The Programs Viewed, the Frequency of Viewers and 
the Rating of the Programs on Tuesday by the 
Students of Bourne High School. 
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Number Per cent Average 
Program of of 

Viewers Viewers Rating 

Original .Amateur Hour •• 48 68 4.9 
Texaco Star Theatre •••• 45 63 4. 0 
Camel News Caravan ••••• 42 59 4.3 
Broadway Open House •••• 40 56 3.8 
Cisco Kid •••••••••••••• 35 49 4.7 

The foregoing list shows that Ted Mack's Original 

Amateur Hour, which always has a large listening audience 

because of the variety of entertainn1ent offered, has the 

largest number of listeners and the highest rating. 

The Texaco Star Theatre appears on the list because of 

Milton Berle, who is the master of ceremonies. 

The fact that Jerry Lester, master of ceremonies, and 

Dagmar are on Broadway Open House three evenings a week is 





'-

to see some of the better plays, movies and stories 

televised. 
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Table 6. The Programs Viewed, the Frequency of Viewers and 
the Rating of the Programs on Wednesday by the 
Students of Bourne High School. 

Number Per cent Average 
Program of of 

Viewers Viewers Rating 

Camel News Caravan •••••• 59 83 4.7 
Break the Bank •••••••••• 48 68 3.7 
Arthur Godfrey •••••••••• 42 59 4.0 
Kraft Television Theatre 38 54 4.3 
Don McNeil Show ••••••••• 31 44 3.8 

Once again the Camel News Caravan with the greatest 

number of viewers and the highest rating leads the programs 

tabulated in Table 6. 

The appearance of Arthur Godfrey's program in Table 6 
II 

is due to the fact that the entire family enjoys the program 

with its variety of entertainment. 

Break the Bank, a quiz show, and The Don McNeil Show, a 

variety show, with such low average ratings are mentioned in 

Table 6 because of the limited number of good programs 

presented on that evening. 

The Kraft Television Theatre, mentioned in Table 6 with 

a rating of 4.3, probably allows the students to see some 

movies and plays that they may have missed at the theatre. 
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Table 7. The Programs Viewed, the Frequency of Viewers and 
the Rating of the Programs on Wednesday by the 
Students of Yarmouth High School. 

Number Per cent Average 
Program of of 

Viewers Viewers Rating 

Kraft Television Theatre 48 73 4.7 
Camel News Caravan •••••• 47 71 4.8 
Howdy Doody ••••••••••••• 35 53 3.6 
Break the Bank •••••••••• 33 50 4.2 
Bump Hadley ••••••••••••• 31 47 4.0 

Howdy Doody, which appears to be a program designed for 

younger children, again is mentioned on Table 7. 

Bump Hadley's program, a short fifteen minute sports 

program, appears on Table 7, Wednesday, of the Yarmouth High 

School. The Town of Yarmouth is known as a "sport's minded 

towntt and Boxing and Wrestling shows missed appearing on 

Table 7 by only one and two votes respectively. 
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Table 8. The Programs Viewed, the Frequency of Viewers and 
the Rating of the Programs on Thursday by the 
Students of Bourne High School. 

Number Per cent Average 
Program of of 

Viewers Viewers Rating 

Martin Kane ••••••••••••• 61 86 4.0 
Kay Kyser ••••••••••••••• 52 73 3.9 
Camel News Caravan •••••• 48 68 4.7 
Broadway Open House ••••• 39 55 4.1 
You Bet Your Life ••••••• 33 46 3.0 

Martin Kane, an exciting mystery play, leads the list 

·Of pr ograms selected by students of Bourne High School. 

The program of Kay Kyser also has a large number of 

viewers because the students like music, especially when 

they can learn the latest songs and also hear a name band 

at the same time. 

You Bet Your Life, a humorous quiz show, which offers 

the students a chance to relax and watch the antics of 

Groucho Marx, had 33 viewers but a rating of only fair. 

The program Stop the Music had 32 viewers and lacked 

one vote from appearing on Table 8. This program also 

offers the viewers a chance to learn and hear the latest 

songs. 

The 20 viewers who gave a high average rating to the 

Roller Derby may have been interested in sports therefore; 
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enjoying the excitement offered by such a program. 

Table 9. The Programs Viewed, the Frequency of Viewers and 
the Rating of the Programs on Thursday by the 
Students of Yarmouth High School. 

Number Per cent Average 
Program - of of 

Viewers Viewers Rating 

Kay Kyser ••••••••••••••• 52 79 4.3 
Martin Kane ••••••••••••• 50 76 4.4 
Camel News Caravan •••••• 48 73 4.7 
You Bet Your Life ••••••• 42 64 3.6 
Kate Smith Show ••••••••• 35 53 4.1 

The programs which appear in Table 9 are similar to 

those in Table 8 with the exception of the Kate Smith Show 

which replaces Broadway Open House, This program had a 

very high percentage of listeners all week but lacked a 

few necessary votes to appear among the programs selected. 

The Roller Derby had twenty viewers and a high average 

rating due to pupil interest in sports and the excitement 

which is offered by such a program. 



















The foregoing table represents the programs viewed by 

the greatest number of students of Yarmouth High School. 

Practically all of the programs selected are for the 

purpose . of enjoyment. 

The variety of programs selected in Table 17 is as 

follows: six comedies, three mystery productions, one 

23 

variety show, two musical shows, three quiz shows, two news 

programs, two plays, and one western. 

Out of the 40 programs · that appear in Tables 16 and 17, 

26 are the same for both schools. 

The first 13 programs in the order of their selection 

by the students of the two schools were as follows: 

1. Camel News Caravan 
2. Martin Kane 
3. Kate Smith Show 
4. Original Amateur Hour 
5. The Quiz Kids 
6. Texaco Star Theatre 
7. Broadway Open House 
8. Lights Out 
9. Kraft Television Theatre 

10. The Mohawk Showroom 
11. Kay Kyser 
12. Your Show of Shows 
13. The Jack Carter Show 

The seven programs that were selected by the students 

of Bourne High School and not selected by the Yarmouth High 

School students were as follows: 

1. We the People 
2. Break the Bank 
3. Versatile Varieties 
4. Howdy Doody 
5. Arthur Godfrey 
6. The Clock 
7. Cisco Kid 
































































































